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THE    MAID    OF  SKER.—  PART    VI. 

CHAPTER   XXXII. — AMONG   THE   SAVAGES. 

At  this  moment  it. became  a  very  smoked  three  pipes  all  alone  (not 
nice  point  to  perceive  what  was  from  the  smallest  desire  for  them, 
really  honest  and  right,  and  then  to  but  because  I  have  routed  the  devil 
carry  it  out  with  all  that  fearless  thus  many  and  many  a  night  I 
alacrity,  which  in  such  cases  I  find  know — as  the  priests  do  with  their 
to  be,  as  it  were,  constitutional  to  incense ;  the  reason  of  which  I  take 
me.  My  high  sense  of  honour  to  be,  that  having  so  much  smoke 
would  fain  persuade  me  to  keep  in  at  home,  he  shuns  it  when  coming 
strictest  secrecy  that  which  (so  far  for  change  of  air — growing  dreamy 
as  I  could  judge)  was  not,  or  might  thus),  I  said,  with  nobody  to  answer 
not  have  been,  intended  for  my  me,  UI  will  tumble  into  my  berth, 
eyes,  or  ears,  or  tongue.  On  the  as  this  dirty  craft  has  no  room  for 
other  hand,  my  still  higher  sense  of  hammocks  ;  and,  between  Parson 
duty  to  my  employer  (which  is  a  and  Captain,  I  will  leave  my  dreams 
most  needful  and  practical  feeling),  to  guide  me."  ^ 
and  that  power  of  loyalty  which  I  played  with  myself,  in  saying 
descends  to  me,  and  perhaps  will  this.  No  man  ever  should  play  with 
die  with  me,  as  well  as  a  strong,  and  himself.  It  shows  that  he  thinks 
no  less  ancestral,  eagerness  to  bo  up  too  troublesomely ;  and  soon  may 
to  the  tricks  of  all  mysterious  beings  come,  if  he  carries  it  on,  almost  to 
— I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  forget  that  other  people  are  nothing, 
that  the  cutwater  of  my  poor  mind  while  himself  is  everything.  And 
knew  not  which  of  these  two  hands  if  any  man  comes  to  that  state  of 
pulled  the  stronger  oar.  mind,  there  is  nothing  more  to  hope- 
In  short,  being  tired,  and  sleepy,  of  him. 
and  weary,  and  worn  out  with  want  I  was  not  so  far  gone  as  that 
of  perceiving  my  way,  although   I  ^Nevertheless,  it  served  me  right  (for 
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thinking    such   dreadful    looseness)  than  half   the  tonnage  of   that  one 

to  have  no  broad  fine  road  of  sleep,  who  would  not  answer  helm.     And 

in   the  depth  whereof  to  be  borne  <his  craft,  being  broken -backed,  with 

along,    and    lie   wherever    wanted ;  a   strange   sound  at  her  portholes, 

but  instead  of  that  to  toss  and  kick,  could  not  under  press  of  sail  bowl 

with  much  self -damage,  and  worst  of  along  more  than  four  knots  an  hour, 

all,  to  dream   such  murder  that  I  And  we  adjusted  matters  between 

now   remember  it      What  it  was,  us  so,  that  when  she  was  tired,  I  also 

belongs  to  me,  who  paid  for  it  with  was  sore,  and  therefore  disembarked 

a  loss  of  hair,  very  serious  at  my  and  towed  her,  until  we  were  both 

time  of  life.     However,  not  to  dwell  fit  for  sea  again.     Therefore  it  must 

upon   that,  or  upon  myself   in  any  have    been  good  meridian   when   I 

way — such  being  my  perpetual  wish,  met  Parson  Chowne  near  his  house, 

yet  thwarted  by  great  activity — let  This   man  was   seldom  inside  his 

it    be   enough   to  say  that  Parson  own    house,    except    at    his    meal- 

Chowne  in    my  visions    came  and  times,  or  when  asleep,   but  roving 

horribly  stood  over  me.  about  uncomfortably,  seeing  to  the 

Therefore,  arising  betimes,  I  hired  veriest  trifles,  everywhere  abusing 
a  very  fine  horse,  and,  manning  him  or  kicking  everybody.  And  but  for 
bravely,  laid  his  head  east  and  by  the  certainty  of  his  witchcraft  (nine- 
south,  as  near  as  might  be,  accord-  fold  powerful,  as  they  told  me,  when 
ing  to  our  binnacle.  But  though  conferred  upon  a  parson),  and  the 
the  wind  was  abaft  the  beam,  and  black  strength  of  his  eyes,  and  the 
tide  and  all  in  his  favour,  and  a  doom  that  had  befallen  all  who 
brave  commander  upon  his  poop,  dared  to  go  against  him,  the  men 
what  did  he  do  but  bouse  his  stem  about  the  yards  and  stable's  told  me 
and  run  out  his  spanker-driver,  and  — when  ho  was  miles  away — that 
up  with  his  taffrail,  as  if  I  was  they  never  could  have  put  up  with 
wearing  him  in  a  thundering  heavy  him  ;  for  his  wages  were  also  below 
sea.     I   resolved   to  'get   the  upper  their  deserts. 

hand  of  this  uncalled-for  mutiny ;  He  came  to  me  from   the  kennel 

and  the  more  so    because  all  our  of  hounds,  which  he  kept  not  for 

crew  were  gazing,  and  at  the  fair  I  his  own  pleasure  so  much  as  for  the 

had  laid  down  the  law  very  strictly  delight    of    forbidding    gentlemen, 

concerning   horses.      I    slipped   my  whenever  the  whim  might  take  him 

feet  out  of  the  chains,  "for  fear  of  so,   especially  if    they   were  nobly 

Any  sudden  capsize,  and  then  I  rap-  accoutred,  from  earning  at  his  ex- 

ped  him  over  the  cat-heads,  where  pense  the  glory  of  jumping  hedges 

"his    anchor    ought    to    hang.      He  and  ditches.     Now,  as  he  came  to- 

however,   instead  of    doing    at  *all  wards   me,  or  rather  beckoned  for 

what  I   expected,  up  with  his  bolt-  me  to  come  to  him,  I  saw  that  the 

sprit  and  down  with  his  quarter,  as  other  truly  eminent  parson,  the  Rev- 

if  struck  by  a  whale  under  his  fore-  erend  John  Rambone,  was  with  him, 

foot     This  was    so  far  from   true  and  giving  advice  about   the  string 

seamanship,  and  proved  him  to  be  at  the  back  of  a  young  dog's  tongue, 

so  unbuilt  for  sailing,  that  I  was  Although  this  man  was  his  greatest 

content  to  disembark  over  his  stern,  friend,   Master  Chowne  treated  him 

and  with  slight  concussions.  no  better  than  anybody  else  would 

"  Never  say  die"  lias  always  been  fare  ;  but  signed  to  the  mate  of  the 

ray  motto,  and  always  will  be:  nail-  hounds,  or  whatever  those  fox-hunters 

ing  my  colours  to  the  mast,  I  em*  call  their  chief  officer,  to  heed  every 

barked  upon  another  horse  of  less  word  of  what  Rambone  said.     Be- 
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cause  these  two  divines  had  won  could  not  make  out  what  his  Rev- 
faith,  throughout  all  parishes  and  erence  meant,  except  that  it  must 
hundreds  :  Chowne  for  the  doctrine  03  something  bad  ;  which  at  my 
of  horses ;  and  for  discipline  of  dogs,  time  of  life  should  not  be  put  into 
John  Rambone.  the    mind,    even   by    a    clergyman. 

His  Reverence  fixed  a  stern  gaze  But  what  I  could  least  put  up  with 
upon  me,  because  I  had  not  hurried  was,  the  want  of  encouragement  I 
myself — a  thing  which  I  never  do,  found  for  all  my  better  feelings, 
except  in  a  glorious  naval  action —  These  seemed  to  meet  with  nothing 
and  then  he  bade  me  follow  him.  more  than  discouragement  and  dis- 
This  I  did  ;  and  I  declare  even  now  paragement,  whereas  I  knew  them 
I  cannot  tell  whither  he  took  me.  to  be  sound,  substantia],  and  solid  ; 
For  I  seemed  to  have  no  power,  in  and  I  always  felt  upon  going  to  bed 
his  presence,  of  heeding  anything  waat  happiness  they  afforded  me. 
but  himself  :  only  I  know  that  we  And  if  the  days,  of  my  youth  had 
passed  through  trees,  and  sate  down  only  passed  through  learned  Ian- 
somewhere  afterwards.  Wherever  guages,  Latin  and  Greek  and  He- 
it  was,  or  ma}"  have  been,  so  far  as  brew,  I  doubt  whether  even  Parson 
my  memory  serves,  I  think  that  I  chowne  could  have  laid  his  own 
held  him  at  bay  some  little.  For  will  upon  me  so. 
instance,  I  took  the  greatest  care  "  Supposing,  then,  that  your  Rev- 
not  to  speak  of  the  fair  young  lady  ;  erence  should  make  it  ten,"  I 
inasmuch  as  she  might  not  have  answered ;  "with  my  own  four, 
done  all  she  did,  if  she  had  chanced  that  would  be  fourteen." 
to  possess  the  knowledge  of  my  "  I  can  truly  believe  that  it  would, 
being  under  the  willow-tree.  But  my  man.  And  you  may  come  to 
Parson  Chowne,  without  my  telling,  that  if  you  go  on  well.  Now  go 
knew  the  whole  of  what  was  done  :  into  the  house  and  enjoy  yourself, 
and  what  he  thought  of  it  none  You  Welshmen  are  always  hungry, 
might  guess  in  the  shadowy  shining  And  you  may  talk  as  freely  as  you 
of  his  eyes.  like  ;  which    is    your    next    desire. 

44  You  have  done  pretty  well  on  Every  word  you  say  will  come  back 
the  whole,"  he  said,  after  n  asking  to  me  ;  and  some  of  it  may  amuse 
many  short  questions  ;  "  but  you  me.  If  you  have  no  sense,  you  have 
must  do  better  next  time,  my  man.  some  cunning.  You  will  know  what 
You  must  not  allow  all  these  deli-  things  to  speak  of.  And  be  sure 
cate  feelings,  chivalry,  resolute  hon-  that  you  wait  until  I  come  back." 
esty  and  little  things  of  that  sort,  to  This  was  so  wholly  below  and 
interfere  thus  with  business.  These  outside  of  the  thing  which  I  love  to 
things  do  some  credit  to  you,  Llew-  reconcile  with  my  own  constitution 
ellyn,  and  please  you,  and  add  to  (having  so  long  been  respected  for 
your  happiness,  which  consists  them,'  as  well  as  rewarded  by  con- 
largely  with  you  (as  it  does  with  all  science),  that  I  scarcely  knew  where, 
men)  in  conceit  But  you  must  or  who  I  was,  or  what  might  next 
not  allow  yourself  thus  to  coquet  come  over  me.  And  to  complete 
with  these  beauties  of  human  nature,  my  uncomfortable  sense  of  being 
It  needs  a  rich  man  to  do  that,  nobody,  I  heard  the  sound  of  a  gal- 
Even  add  my  five  shillings  to  your  loping  horse  down-hill  as  wild  as 
own  four,  and  you  cannot  thus  go  could  be,  and  found  myself  left  as 
to  Corinth."                              "  if  all  the  ideas  which  I  was  prepared 

I  had  been  at  Corinth  twice,  and  to  suggest  were  nothing.      However, 

found  it  not  at  all  desirable ;  so  I  that  was  not  my  loss,  but  his  ;  so  I 
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entered  the  house,  with  considerable  and  seemed  to  make  stone  of  every 
hope  of  enjoying  myself,  as  com-  one,  I  kept  my  spirits  up,  and  De- 
manded. For  this  purpose  I  have  came  (in  spite  of  all  her  stoppage) 
always  found  it,  in  the  house  of  a  what  a  man  of  my  knowledge  of 
gentleman,  the  height  of  luck  to  mankind  must  be  among  woman- 
get  among  three  young  women  and  kind.  In  a  word,  though  I  do  not 
one  old  one.  The  elderly  woman  wish  to  set  down  exactly  how  I 
attends  to  the  cooking,  which  is  not  managed  it,  in  half  an  hour  I  could 
understood  by  the  young  ones,  or  see,  while  carefully  concealing  it, 
at  any  rate  cannot  be  much  expected ;  that  there  was  not  a  single  young 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  young  woman  there  without  beginning  to 
ones  flirt  in  and  out  in  a  pleasant  say  to  herself,  "  Should  I  like  to  be 
way,  laying  the  table  and  showing  Mrs.  Llewellyn  ?"  After  that  I  can 
their  arms  (which  are  of  a  lovely  have  them  always.  But  I  know 
red,  as  good  as  any  gravy) ;  and  then  them  too  well,  to  be  hasty.  No 
if  you  know  how  to  manage  them  prospects  would  suit  me,  at  my  time 
well,  with  a  wholesome  deference  to  of  life,  unless  they  came  after  some 
the  old  cook,  and  yet  an  understand-  cash  in  hand.  The  louts  from  the 
ing — while  she  is  basting,  and  as  stables  and  kennels  poured  in,  some 
one  might  almost  say,  behind  her  of  them  very  "  degustin"  (as  my 
back — a  confidential  feeling  estab-  Bardie  used  to  say),  nevertheless  the 
lished  that  you  know  how  she  treats  girls  seemed  to  like  them  ;  and  who 
those  young  ones,  and  how  harshly  was  I,  even  when  consulted,  to  pre- 
shc  dares  to  speak,  if  a  coal  comes  tend  to  say  otherwise?  Jn  virtue 
into  the  dripping-pan,  and  in  cast-  of  what  I  had  seen,  among  barbar- 
ing  it  out  she  burns  her  face,  and  ous  tribes  and  everywhere,  and  all 
abuses  the  whole  of  them  for  her  my  knowledge  of  ceremonies,  and 
own  fault :  also  a  little  shy  sugges-  the  way  they  marry  one  another,  it 
tion  that  they  must  put  up  with  all  took  me  scarcely  half  an  hour  (espc- 
this,  because  the  old  cook  is  past  cially  among  poor  victuals)  to  have 
sweethearting  time,  and  the  parlour-  all  the  women  watching  for  every 
maid  scarcely  come  to  it,  accom-  word  I  was  prepared  to  drop.  Al- 
panied  by  a  wink  or  two,  and  a  hint  though  this  never  fails  to  happen, 
in  the  direction  of  the  stables — some  yet  it  always  pleases  me  ;  and  to 
of  the  very  noblest  dinners  that  ever  find  it  in  Parson  Chowne's  kitchen 
1  made  have  been  thus  introduced,  go  thus,  and  the  stony  woman  her- 
But  what  forgiveness  could  I  expect,  self  compelled  to  be  bitten  by  mus- 
or  who  would  listen  to  me,  if  I  tard  for  fear  of  smiling,  and  two  or 
dared  to  speak  in  the  same  dinner-  three  maids  quite  unit  to  get  on 
hour  of  the  goodly  kitchen  at  Can-  without  warm  pats  on  their  shoulder- 
dies  ton  Court,  or  even  at  Court  blades,  and  the  dogs  quite  aware 
Ysha,  and  the  place  that  served  as  a  that  men  were  laughing,  and  that 
sort  of  kitchen,  so  far  as  they  seemed  this  meant  luck  for  them  if  they  put 
to  want  one,  at  this  Nympton  Rec-  up  their  noses  ;  it  was  not  for  me  to 
tory  ?  A  chill  came  over  every  think  much  of  myself  ;  and  yet  how 
man,  directly  he  went  into  it ;  and  could  I  help  doing  it  ? 
he  knew  that  his  meat  would  be  In'  the  midst  of  this  truly  social 
hocks  and  bones,  and  his  gravy  (if  joy  and  natural  commune  over 
any)  would  stand  cold  dead.  How-  victuals,  and  easing  of  thought  to 
over,  I  made  the  best  of  it,  as  my  suit  one  another  in  the  courtesies  of 
manner  is  with  everything  ;  and  digestion  ;  and  just  as  the  slowest 
though  the  old  stony  woman  sate,  among  us  began  to  enter  into  some 
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knowledge  of  me,    in   walked   that  leaping  hedges,  frolicking  enough  to 

great    Parson    Rambone,    with    his  frighten  one,  and  I  on  foot,  rather 

hands  behind  his  back,  and  between  stiff  and  weary,  and  needing  a  glass 

them  a  stout   hunting-crop.       The  of  grog,  without  any  visible  chance 

maidens  seemed  to  be  taken  aback,  of  getting  it. 

but  the  men  were  not  much  afraid        "  Here,    you    despondent    Taffy  ; 

of  him.  take  this,  and  brighten  up  a  bit.     It 

"  What  a  rare  royster  you    are  is  true  you  are  going  to  the  gallows  ; 

making!     Out  by  the  kennel  I  heard  but  there's  no  room  for  you  there 

you.     However  can  I  write  my  ser-  just  now." 

mons?"  T  saw  what  he  meant,  as  he  hand- 
44  Does  your  Reverence  write  them  ed  me  his  silver  hunting-flask,  for 
in  the  kennel  ?"  Thus  the  chief  they  have  a  fashion  about  there  of 
huntsman  made  inquiry,  having  a  hanging  bad  people  at  cross  ways, 
certain  privilege.  and  leaving  them  there  for  the  good 
44  Clear  out,  clear  out,"  said  Ram-  of  others,  and  to  encourage  honesty. 
bone,  fetching  his  whip  toward  all  And  truly  the  place  was  chosen 
of  us ;  "  I  am  left  in  authority  here,  well  ;  for  in  the  hollow  not  far  be- 
and  I  must  have  proper  discipline,  low  it,  might  be  found  those  savage 
Mrs.  Steelyard,  I  am  surprised  at  folk,  of  whom  I  said  something  a 
you.  Girls,  you  must  never  go  on  good  while  ago.  And  I  did  not  say 
like  this.  What  will  his  Reverence  then  what  I  might  have  said  ;  be- 
say  to  me  ?  Come  along  with  me,  cause  I  felt  scandalised,  and  unwill- 
thou  villain  Welshman,  and  give  me  ing  to  press  any  question  of  doubtful 
a  light  for  my  pipe,  if  you  please."  doings  upon  thoroughly  accompli  sh- 
it was  a  sad  thing  to  behold  a  ed  people.  But  now  I  am  bound, 
man  of  this  noble  nature,  having  like  a  hospital  surgeon,  to  display 
gifts  of  everything  (whether  of  body,  the  whole  of  it 
or  heart,  or  soul),  only  wanting  gift  44  Take  hold  of  the  tail  of  my 
of  mind  ;  and  for  want  of  that  alone,  horse,  old  Taffy,"  said  his  Reverence 
making  wreck  of  all  the  rest  I  let  to  me  ;  4t  and  I  will  see  you  clear 
him  lead  me ;  while  I  felt  how  I  of  them.  Hate  no  fear,  for  they  all 
longed  to  have  the  lead  of  him.     But  know  me." 

that  was   in    stronger    hands    than        By  this  time  we  were  surrounded 

mine.  with  fifteen  or  twenty  strange-look- 

44  Come,    and    Til    show    thee    a  ing   creatures,    enough    to    frighten 

strange  sight,  Taffy,"  he  said  to  me  anybody.     Many  fine  savages  have 

very  pleasantly,  as  soon  as  his  pipe  I  seen — on  the  shores  of  the  Land  of 

was  kindled  ;  44  only  I  m  ust  have  Fire,  for  instance,  or  on  the  coast  of 

my  horse,  to  inspire  them  with  re-  Guinea,  or  of  the  Gulf  of  Panama, 

spect  for  me,  as  well  as  to  keep  my  and  in  fifty  other  places — yet  none 

distance.      Where  is    thy    charger,  did  I  ever  come  across  so  outrageous 

thou  valiant  Taffy  ?"  as  these  were.     They  danced,   and 

I  answered  his  Reverence  that  I  capered,  and  caught  up  stones,  and 

would  rather  travel  afoot,  if  it  were  made    pretence    to    throw    at    us  ; 

not  too  far ;  neither  could  he  per-  and  then,    with    horrible    grimaces, 

suade  me,   after  the   experience  of  showed  their  teeth  and  jeered  at  us. 

that  morning,  to  hoist  my  flag  on  an  Scarcely  any  of  the  men  had  more 

unknown    horse,    the    command    of  than  a  piece  of  old  sack  upon  him  ; 

which  he   offered  me.     So  forth  we  and  as  for  the  women,  the  less  I  say, 

set,  the  Parson  on  horseback,   and  the  more  you  will  believe  it      My 

in  very  high  spirits,  trolling  songs,  respect    for    respectable    women    is 
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such  that  I  scarcely  dare  to  irritate  looked  down  upon  him,  bending  his 

them,    by  not    saying    what    these  neck,  as  if  highly  pleased ;  yet  with 

other  women  were  as  concerns  ap-  his  nostrils   desiring   to   snort,    and 

pearance.      And  yet  I  will  confine  the  whole  of  his  springy  leg  quiver- 

myself,  as  if  of  the  female  gender,  to  ing,  but  trying  to  keep  quiet,    lest 

a  gentle  hint  that  these  women  might  the  baby  might  be  injured.      This 

have    looked    much  nicer,    if    only  made  me  look  at  the  child   again, 

they  had  clothes  on.  whose  little  foolish  life  was  hanging 

But  the  poor  little  "  piccaninies,"  upon  the  behaviour  of  a  horse.     The 

as  the  niggers  call  them,  these  poor  rider   perceived    that   he    could    do 

little  devils  were  far  worse  off  than  nothing,    in   spite  of    all    his    great 

any  hatch  of  negroes,   or  Maroons,  strength  and  skill,   to  prevent    the 

or  copper-colours  anywhere  in  the  horse  from  dashing  out  the  baby's 

breeding-grounds.       Not    so    much  brains  with  his  fore-hoof,  if  only  he 

from  any  want  of  tendance  or  clean  should  rear  or  fret.     And  so  he  only 

management,    which    none    of    the  soothed  him.      But  I,   being  up   to 

others  ever  got ;  but  from  difference  all  these  things,  and  full  for  ever  of 

of  climate,  and  the  moisture  of  their  presence  of  mind,  slipped  in   under 

native  soil     These  little  creatures,  the  hold  of  the  horse,  as  quietly  as 

all  stark  naked,  seemed  to  be  well  possible,    and   in  a    manner    which 

enough  off  for  food,  of  some  sort  or  others  might  call  at  the  same  time 

another,   but  to  be  very  badly  off  daring  and  dexterous,  I  fetched  the 

for  want  of  washing  and  covering  poor  little  fellow  out  of  his  dangcr- 

up.     And  their  little  legs  seemed  to  ous  position. 

be  growing  crooked  ;  the  meaning  of  "  Well  done,  Taffy  !"  said  Parson 
which  was  beyond  me  then  ;  until  I  Jack ;  u  I  should  never  have  thought 
was  told  that  it  took  its  rise  from  you  had  sense  enough  for  it.  You 
the  way  they  were  forced  to  crook  had  a  narrow  shave,  my  man." 
them  in,  to  lay  hold  of  one  another's  For  the  horse,  being  frightened 
legs,  for  the  sake  of  natural  warmth  by  so  much  nakedness,  made  a  most 
and  comfort,  as  the  winter-time  sudden  spring  over  my  body,  be- 
came on,  when  they  slept  in  the  fore  I  could  rise  with  the  child  in 
straw  all  together.  I  believe  this  my  arms ;  and  one  of  his  after- 
was  so ;  but  I  never  saw  it.  hoofs  knocked  my  hat  off,  so  that 

The    Reverend     John     Rambone  I  felt  truly  thankful  not    to    have 

took  no  other  notice  of  these  people  had  a  worse  business  of   it      But 

than  to  be  amused  with  them.     He  I  would  not  let  any  one  laugh  at 

knew  some  two  or  three  of  the  men,  my  fright. 

and  spoke  of  them  by  their  nick-  "  A  miss  is  as  good  as  a  mile, 

names,     such     as     "  Browny,"    or  your  Reverence.     Many   a    cannon- 

44  Horse-hair,"    or    "  Sandy    boy  ;"  bail  has  passed  me  nearer  than  your 

and  the  little  children  came  crawl-  horse's  hoof.     Tush,  a  mere   trifle  I 

ing  on  their  bellies  to  him.      This  Will  your  Reverence  give  this  poor 

seemed  to  be  their  natural  manner  little  man  a  rider"     And  with  that 

of  going  at  an  early  age:  and  only  I  offered  him   the   child    upon    his 

one  of  all   the  very  little  children  saddle  bow,   naked,   and    unwashed, 

walked  upright     This  one  came  to  and  kicking. 

the  Parson's  horse,   and  being  still  "  Keep  off,  or  you  shall  taste  my 

of  a  tottery  order,   laid  hold  of  a  horsewhip.     Keep  away  with  your 

fore-leg  to  fetch  up  his  own;   and  dirty  brat — and  yet — oh,  poor  little 

having  such  moorage,  looked  up  at  devil  I     If  I  only  had  a  cloth  with 

the  horse.    The  horse,  for  his  part,  met" 
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For  this  parson  was  of  tender  na-  And  all  the  way  back  he  spoke 
ture,  although  so  wild  and  reckless ;  never  a  word,  but  seemed  to  be 
and  in  his  light  way  he  was  moved  worrying  with  himself.  But  I  hav- 
at  the  wretched  plight  of  this  small  ing  set  the  child  down  on  his  feet, 
'  creature,  and  the  signs  of  heavy  and  dusted  my  clothes,  and  cleaned 
stripes  upon  him.  Not  all  over  myself,  followed  the  poor  little  crea- 
him,  as  the  Parson  said,  being  prone  hire's  toddle,  and  examined  him 
to  exaggerate;  but  only  extending  carefully.  The  rest  of  the  children 
over  his  back,  and  his  hams,  and  seemed  to  hate  him,  and  he,  to 
other  convenient  places.  And  shrink  out  of  their  way  almost ;  and 
perhaps  my  jacket  made  them  yet  he  was  the  only  fine  and  hand- 
smart,  for  he  roared  every  time  some  child  among  them.  For  in 
I  lifted  him.  And  every  time  I  spite  of  all  the  dirt  upon  it,  his  face 
set  him  down,  he  stared  with  a  was  honest,  and  fair,  and  open,  with 
wistful  kind  of  wonder  at  our  large  soft  eyes  of  a  dainty  blue,  and 
clothes,  and  at  the  noble  horse,  as  short  thick  curls  of  yellow  hair  that 
if  he  were  trying  to  remember  some-  wanted  combing  sadly.  And  though 
thing.  "  Where  can  they  have  he  had  rolled  in  muddy  places,  as 
picked  up  this  poor  little  beggar?"  little  wild  children  always  do,  for 
said  Parson  Jack,  more  to  himself  the  sake  of  keeping  the  cold  out, 
than  to  me:  '"he  looks  of  a  different  his  skin  was  white,  where  the  mud 
breed  altogether.  I  wonder  if  this  had  peeled,  and  his  form  lacked 
is  one  of  Stoyle's  damned  tricks.1'  nothing  but  washing. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. — VX  A   STATE   OF  NATURE. 

Now  all  these  things  contributed,  not  yet  come  back,  neither  were 
coming  as  they  did  so  rapidly,  to  maids  to  be  got  at  for  talking,  only 
arouse  inside  me  a  burning  and  al-  that  stony  Steelyard — and  there  I 
most  desperate  curiosity.  It  was  found  three  or  four  shirt-sleeved 
in  vain  that  I  said  to  myself,  "  these  fellows,  hissing  at  horses,  and  rub- 
are  no  concerns  of  mine :  let  them  bing  away,  to  put  their  sleeping 
manage  their  own  affairs :  the  less  I  polish  on  them,  before  the  master 
meddle,  the  better  for  me:  I  seem  should  return.  Also  three  or  four 
to  be  in  a  barbarous  land,  and  I  more  were  labouring  in  the  stalls 
must  expect  things  barbarous.  And  very  briskly,  one  at  a  sort  of  holy- 
after  all,  what  does  it  come  to,  com-  stoning,  making  patterns  with  brick 
pared  with  the  great  things  I  have  and  sand,  and  the  others  setting  up 
seen,  ay,  and  played  my  part  in  ?"  the  hammocks  for  the  nags  to  lie  in, 
To  reason  thus,  and  regard  it  thus,  with  a  lashing  of  twisted  straw  aft 
and  seek  only  to  be  quit  of  it,  was  of  their  after-heels  and  tanrails,  as 
a  proof  of  the  highest  wisdom  any  the  wake  of  a  ship  might  be.  And 
man  could  manifest :  if  he  could  all  of  it  done  most  ship-shape.  This 
only  stick  to  it.  And  this  I  per-  amused  me  mightily;  for  I  never 
ceived,  and  thus  I  felt,  and  praised  had  seen  such  a  thing  before,  even 
myself  for  enforcing  it  so ;  until  it  among  wild  horses,  who  have  power 
became  not  only  safe,  but  a  bounden  to  manage  their  own  concerns.  But 
duty  to  reward  my  conscience  by  a  to  see  them  all  go  in  so  snugly,  and 
little  talk  or  so.  with    such  a  sweet,   clean   savour, 

Hence  I  lounged  into  the  stable-  each  to  his  own  oats  or  mashings, 

yard — for  that  terrible  Chowne  was  with  the  golden  straw  at  foot,  made 
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me  think,  and  forced  me  to  it,  of  publican,  who  had  as  good  as  fifty 

those    wretched    white    barbarians  pounds,  and  nothing:  that  could  be 

(white,  at  least,  just  here  and  there),  set    on   fire, .  and  lived  fifty   miles 

whom   good  Parson    Jack — as    one  away  almost,  he  did  not  mind  tell- 

might  almost  try  to  call  him — had  ing  me  all  the  truth,  because  he  saw 

led  me  to  visit    that    same    after-  that  J  could  keep  it ;  and  at  his  age 

noon.  he  could  not  enter  into  the  spirit 

Perceiving  how  the  wind  sate,  I  of    being    kicked    so.     I    told  him 

even  held  back,  and  smoked  a  pipe,  I    should    like    to   see  a  man  kick 

exactly  as  if  I  were  overseer,   and  me !     But    he    said    that    I    might 

understood  the  whole  of  it,  yet  did  come  to  it. 

not  mean  to  make  rash   reproach.  This  was  a  very  superior  man, 

This  had  a  fine  effect  upon   them,  and  I  durst  not    contradict    him  ; 

especially  as  I  chewed  a  straw,  by  and  having  arranged  so  to  settle  in 

no  means   so  as  to  stop  my  pipe,  life,  how  could  he  hope  to  tell  any 

but  to  exhibit  mastery.     And  when  more    lies  ?      For    I    have    always 

I  put  my  leg  over  a  rail,  as  if  I  found  all  men  grow    pugnaciously 

found    it    difficult  to  keep    myself  truthful,  so  to  put  it,  for  a  month 

from  horseback,  the  head-man  came  almost  before  wedlock ;  while   the 

to  me   straightforward,   and    asked  women    are     doing     the    opposite, 

me  when  I  had  hunted  last  However,   not  to  go  far  into  that, 

I  told  him   that    I    was    always  what  he  told  me  was  much  as  fol- 

hunting,    week-days,   and   Sundays,  lows : — 

and  all  the  year  round,  because  it  Parson  Chowne,  in  early  life, 
was  our  fashion  ;  and  that  we  hunt-  before  his  mind  was  put  into  shape 
cd  creatures  such  as  ho  never  had  for  anything  but  to  please  itself,  had 
the  luck  to  set  eyes  on.  And  when  I  been  dreadfully  vexed  and  thwarted, 
had  told  him  a  few  more  things  (such  Every  matter  had  gone  amiss,  di- 
as  flow  from  experience,  when  mixed  rectly  he  was  concerned  in  it ;  his 
with  imagination),  a  duller  man  than  guardians  had  cheated  him,  so  had 
myself  might  see  that  he  longed  for  his  step-mother,  so  had  his  favourite 
me  to  sup  with  him.  And  ho  spoke  uncle,  and  of  course  so  had  his  law- 
of  things  that  made  me  ready,  such  yers  done.  In  the  thick  of  that  bit- 
as  tripe  and  onions.  terness,  what  did  his  sweetheart  do 

However,  this  would  never  do.  but  throw  him  over.  She  took  a 
I  felt  myself  strongly  under  orders ;  great  scare  of  his  strange  black  eyes, 
and  but  for  this  paramount  sense  of  when  she  found  that  his  money  was 
duty,  never  could  I  have  done  tho  doubtful.  This  was  instinct,  no 
things  modestly  mentioned  as  of  doubt,  on  her  part,  and  may  have 
yore ;  and  those  of  hereafter  ten-  been  a  great  saving  for  her ;  but  to 
fold  as  fine,  such  as  no  modesty  him  it  was  terrible  loss.  His  faith 
dare  suppress.  So,  when  I  had  was  already  astray  a  little;  but  a 
explained  to  him  exactly  how  I  dear  wife  might  nave  brought  it 
stood  about  it,  he  did  not  refuse  to  back,  or  at  any  rate  made  him  think 
fill  his  pipe  with  a  bit  of  my  choice  so.  And  ho  was  not  of  the  nature 
tobacco,  and  to  come  away  from  all  which  gropes  after  the  bottom  of 
idle  folk,  to  a  place  in  the  shelter  everything,  like  a  twisting  auger, 
of  a  rick,  where  he  was  sure  to  hear  Having  a  prospect  of  good  estates, 
the  hoofs  of  his  master's  horse  return-  he  was  sent  to  London  to  learn  the 
ing.  I  sate  with  him  thus,  and  we  law,  after  finishing  at  Oxford,  not 
got  on  well ;  and  as  he  was  going  that  he  might  practise  it,  but  to  in- 
to marry  soon  the  daughter  of  a  troduce  a  new  element  to  the  county 
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magistrates,  when  he  should  mount  inasmuch  as  the  cause  which  he  had 
the  bench  among  them.  Here  he  heard  given  seemed  to  him  to  be 
got  rogued,  as  was  only  natural,  and  most  unlikely,  according  to  all  that 
a  great  part  of  his  land  fell  from  he  saw  of  the  man.  Nevertheless  I 
him,  and  therefore  he  took  to  the  bade  him  tell  it,  being  an  older  man 
clerical  line ;  and  being  of  a  stern  than  he  was,  and  therefore  more 
and  decided  nature,  he  married  three  able  to  enter  into  what  young  folk 
wives,  one  after  the  other,  and  thus  call  "  inconsistencies."  And  so  he 
got  a  good  deal  of  property.  It  was  told  me  that  it  was  this.  Chowne, 
said,  of  course,  as  it  always  is  of  while  still  a  young  boy,  had  loved, 
any  man  thrice  a  widower,  that  he  with  all  the  force  of  his  heart,  a  boy 
or  his  manner  had  killed  his  wives  ;  a  few  years  younger  than  himself,  a 
a  charge  which  should  never  be  cousin  of  his  own,  but  not  with  pros- 
made  without w  strong  evidence  in  pects  such  as  he  had.  And  this  boy 
support  of  it  At  any  rate  there  had  had  been  killed  at  school,  and  the 
been  no  children  ;  and  different  matter  hushed  up  comfortably  among 
opinions  were  entertained  whether  all  high  authorities.  But  Stoyle 
this  were  the  cause  or  effect  of  the  Chowne  had  made  a  vow  to  discover 
Parson's  dislike  and  contempt  of  and  hunt  it  out  to  the  uttermost, 
little  ones.  Moreover,  as  women  and  sooner  or  later  to  have  revenge. 
usually  are  of  a  tougher  staple  than  But  when  his  own  wrongs  fell  upon 
men  can  be,  Chowne' s  successive  him,  doubtless  he  had  forgotten  it 
liberation  from  three  wives  had  I  said  that  I  did  not  believe  he  had 
added  greatly  to  his  fame  for  witch-  done  so,  or  ever  would,  to  the  utter- 
craft,  such  as  first  accrued  from  his  most 

commanding  style,  nocturnal  habits,  Then  I  asked  about  Parson  Jack, 

method  of  quenching  other  people,  and   heard  pretty  much  what  I  ex- 

and   collection  of  pots  and  kettles,  pected.     That  he  was  a  wcll-mean- 

The    head-groom    told  me,   with    a  ing  man  enough,   although  without 

knowing  wink,  that  in*  his   opinion  much  sense  of  right  or  wrong,  until 

the   Parson  was  now  looking  after  his  evil   star  led   him   into    Parson 

wife  No.  4,  for  he  never  had  known  Chowne' s  society.     But  still  he  had 

him  come   out  so  smart  with  silver  instincts  now  and  then,  such  as  a 

heels    and   crested    head-piece,   and  horse  has,  of  the  right  road ;   and 

cTen  the  mark  of  the  saddle  must  an  old  woman  of  his  church  declared 
not  show  upon  his  breeches.     This  „  that  he  did  feel    his  own  sermons, 

was  a  sure  sign,  he  thought,  that  and  if    let  alone,   and  listened  to, 

there  was  a  young  lady  in  the  wind,  might  come  to  act  up  to  them.      I 

possessing    both   money  and    good  asked    whether     Parson     Chowne 

looks,  such  as  Chowne  was  entitled  might  do  the  like,  but  was  told  that 

to,   and    always    had    insisted    on.  he  never  preached  any. 

Upon  that  point  I  could  have  thrown  We  were  talking  thus,  and  I  had 

some  light  (if  prudence  had  permit-  quite  agreed  to  his  desire  of    my 

ted    it),   or    at    least  I    had    some  company  for  supper-time,  when  the 

shrewd  suspicions,  after  what  hap-  sound  of  a  horse  upon  stony  ground, 

pened   beside  the  river ;     however,  tearing  along  at  a  dangerous  speed, 

I    said   nothing.     But  I   asked  him  quite  broke  up  our  conference.     The 

what  in  his  opinion  first  had  soured  groom,  at  the  sound  of  it,  damped 

the  young  man  Chowne  against  the  out  his  pipe,  and  signified  to  me  to 

whole  of  the  world  so  sadly,  as  he  do  the  same. 

seemed  to  retain  it  now.     And   he  "  I  have  fired  a-many  of  his  enc- 

answered  me  that  he  could  not  tell,  mies1  ricks,"  he  whispered,  in  his 
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haste  and  fright;  but  if  he  were  Come  to  me  in  two  hours'  time, 
to  smell  me  a-smoking  near  to  a  rick  Stop,  give  me  that  dog's  whistle  1" 
of  his  own,  good  Lord!"  and  he  Taking  that  heed  of  me,  and  no  , 
pointed  to  a  hay-rope,  as  if  he  saw  more,  he  cast  the  reins  to  my  friend 
his  halter.  And  though  he  had  the  head-groom,  who  came  up,  look- 
boasted  of  speedy  marriage,  and  car-  ing  for  all  the  world  as  if  never  had 
ing  no  fig  for  Parson  Chowne,  he  set  he  seen  me,  and  wondered  strangely 
off  for  the  stables  at  a  pace  likely  to  who  I  could  be.  And  this  air  of 
prove  injurious  to  his  prospects  of  fright  and  denial  always  pervaded 
paternity.  the  whole  household.     All  of  which 

On  the  other  hand,  I,  in  a  leisure-  was  quite  against  what  I  had  been 

ly  manner,  picked  myself    up  from  long    accustomed    to,    whenever    I 

the  attitude  natural     to   me  when  deigned  to  go  in  with  my  news  to 

listening  kindly,  and  calmly  assert-  the   servants1   place,  or  the  house- 

ing  my  right  to  smoke,  approached  keeper's  room,  or  anywhere  pointed 

the  track  by  wlaich  I  knew  that  the  out  to  me  as  the  best  for  entertain- 

rider  must  come  into  the  yard ;  for  ment     Here,  however,  although  the 

all  the  dogs  had  no  fear  of  me  now,  servants    seemed    to    be    plentiful 

by  virtue   of  the  whistle  which   I  enough,   and    the    horses    and    the 

bore.     And  before  I  had  been  there  hounds  to  have  as  much  as  they 

half  a  minute,  the  Parson  dashed  up  could  eat,  there  was  not  a  trace  of 

with    his    horse    all    smoking,   and  what  I  may  call  good  domestic  com- 

himself    in   a    heavy    blackness   of  fort      When    this    prevails,   as    it 

temper,  such  as  I  somehow  expected  ought  to  do  in  every   gentleman's 

of  him.  household,  the  marks   may  be  dis- 

u  No  Jack  here !  not  a  Jack  to  be  covered  in  the  eyes  and  the  mouth 

seen  1     Have  tthe   kindness  to   look  of    everybody.      Nobody  thinks  of 

for  my  stable-whip.     Ho,  Llewellyn  giving    way   to    injudicious    hurry 

is  it  ?"  when  bells  ring,  or  when  shouts  are 

"  Yes,  your  Reverence,  David  heard,  or  horses'  feet  at  the  front 
Llewellyn,  once  of  his  Majesty's  door.  And  if  on  the  part  of  the  car- 
Royal  Navy,  and  now  of — "  peted    rooms    any    disquietude    is 

"  No  more  of  that !  You  have  shown,  or  desire  to  play,  or  feed,  or 
played  me  false.  I  expected  it  ride,  at  times  outside  the  conveni- 
from  a  rogue  like  you.  Restore  me  ence  of  the  excellent  company  down- 
that  trust-guinea."  stairs,  there  is  nothing   more  to  be 

This  so  largely  differed  from  what  said,  except  that  it  cannot  be  done, 

even  Anthony  Stew  would  dare  to  and  should  never  in  common  reason 

say  in  conversation  with  me  (much  have  been  thought  of.     For  all  ser- 

less   at    times,  of   evidence)  that  I  vants  must  enjoy  their   meals,  and 

lifted  up  my  heart  to  heaven,  as  two  must  have  time  to  digest  them  with 

or  three  preachers  had  ordered  me  ;  proper  ease  for  conversation  and  ex- 

and  even  our  parson  had  backed  it  pansion  afterwards.     At  Candleston 

up,  with  lineage  at  least  as  good  and  Court  it  was  always  so ;    and  so  it 

perhaps  much   better  than  Parson  should  be  everywhere. 

Chowne's,  by  right  of  Welsh  blood  However,  to  return  to  my  groom, 

under  it :  the  whole  of  this  overcame  whose  cordiality  revived  at  the  mo- 

me  so,  that  I  could  only  say,  "  What  ment  his  master  turned  the  corner, 

guinea,  sir?"                           •  perceiving  that  Chowne  had  some 

u  What    guinea,    indeed  ?      You  matter  on  hand  which   would  not 

would  rob  me,  would  you !     Don't  allow  him  to  visit  the  stables,  just 

you  know  better  than  that,  my  man  ?  for  the  present  at  any  rate,  he  turned 
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the  black  mare  oyer  to  the  care  of  an  castle.  Not  that  these  were  per- 
understrapper,  and  with  a  wink  and  haps  English  folk,  but  rather  of  a 
a  smack  of  his  lips,  gave  me  to  know  Gipsy  cross,  capable,  however,  of 
that  his  supper  was  toward.  Neither  becoming  white  if  a  muscular  man 
were^we  disappointed,  but  found  it  should  scrub  them.  The  groom 
all  going  on  very  sweetly,  in  a  little  said  that  nobody  durst  go  near 
private  room  used  for  cleaning  har-  them,  except  Parson  Ohowne  and 
ness.  And  he  told  me  that  this  Parson  Jack,  and  that  they  seemed 
young  cook-maid,  of  unusual  abili-  to  get  worse  and  worse,  as  they 
ties,  had  attached  hereelf  to  him  very  began  to  be  persecuted  by  clothes- 
strongly,  with  an  eye  to  promotion,  wearing  people.  I  asked  him  what 
and  having  no  scent  of  his  higher  their  manners  were ;  and  he  said 
engagement ;  neither  would  he  have  he  believed  they  were  good  enough, 
been  unwilling  to  carry  out  her  as  long  as  not  interfered  with ;  and 
wishes  if  she  could  only  have  shown  who  could  blame  them  for  main- 
a  sixpence  against  the  innkeeper's  taining  -that  whether  they  wore 
daughter's  shilling.  I  told  him  that  clothes  or  not  was  entirely  their 
he  was  too  romantic,  and  he  said  own  concern:  also,  that  if  outer 
with  a  sigh  that  he  could  not  help  it ;  strangers  intruded,  from  motives  of 
but  all  would  come  right  in  the  end,  low  curiosity,  upon  their  unclad 
no  doubt  '  premises,  it  was  only  fair  to  point 
This  honest  affection  impressed  out  to  them  the  disadvantages  of 
me  not  a  little  in  his  favour,  and  in  costume,  by  making  it  very  hard  to 
less  than  half  an  hour  I  found  him  wash?  There  was  some  sense  in 
a  thoroughly  worthy  fellow :  while  this,  because  the  main  anxiety  of 
he  perceived,  through  a  square-  mankind  is  to  convert  one  another ; 
stalked  rummer,  that  my  character  and  the  pelting  of  mud  is  usually 
was  congenial.  I  told  him  there-  the  beginning  of  such  overtures, 
fore  some  foreign  stories,  many  of  •  And  these  fine  fellows  having  re- 
which  were  exceedingly  true,  and  curred  (as  Parson  Chowne  said)  to 
he  by  this  time  was  ready  to  answer  a  natural  state,  their  very  first  desire 
almost  anything  that  I  chose  to  ask,  would  be  to  redeem  all  fellow-crea- 
cven  though  he  knew  nothing  about  tures  from  the  evils  of  civilisation, 
it  As  for  the  people  that  wore  nor  Whereof  the  foremost  perhaps  is 
clothes,  but  lived  all  together  in  clothes,  and  the  time  we  take  in 
the  old  mud-house,  there  need  be  dressing — a  twelfth  part  of  their 
and  could  be  no  mystery.  Every  waking  life  with  even  the  wisest 
one  knew  that  his  Reverence  had  women,  and  with  the  unwise  virgins 
picked  them  up  in  his  early  days,  often  not  less  than  three-quarters  7 
and  been  pleased  with  their  simple  and  with  many  men  not  much  bet- 
appearance  and  dislike  of  cultivation,  ter. — But  to  come  back  to  my 
Perceiving  even  then  how  glad  he  savages.  I  asked  this  good  groom 
might  be,  in  after-life,  to  annoy  his  how  it  came  to  pass  that  none  of 
neighbours,  what  did  he  do  but  the  sheriffs,  or  deputies,  or  even 
bring  these  people  (then  six  in  magistrates  of  the  shire,  put  down 
number,  and  all  of  them  wives  and  this  ungoodly  company.  He  said 
husbands  to  one  another)  and  per-  that  they  had  tried,  but  failed, 
suade  them  to  dig  themselves  out  a  according  to  the  laws  of  England, 
house,  and  by  deed  of  gift  establish  on  the  best  authority.  Because 
them  on  forty  acres  of  their  own  these  men  of  the  ancient  Adam  went 
land,  so  that,  as  Englishmen  love  back  to  the  time  before  the  beasts 
to  say,  their  house  was  now  their  had  come   to  Adam   to  get   their 
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names.     They    brought    up    their  grumbling,   they   did   their  best  to 

children  without  a  name,  and  now  get  on  without  it     And  Providence 

all  names  were  dying  out,  and  they  always  sends  thousands  of  victuals 

agreed  much  better  in  consequence,  for  all  whose  stomachs  have    not 

And  how  could  any  writ,  warrant,  been  ruined  by  thinking  too  much 

or    summons  .  run    against    people  about  them ;  or  very  likely  through 

without  a  name?    It  had/ once  been  the  women  beginning  to  make  them 

tried  with  a  "  Nesho  Kiss,"  the  mean-  delicate.     So  when  a   man   is  sea- 

ing  of  which  was  beyond  me;  but  sick  he  thinks  of  and  hates  almost 

Parson  Chowne  upset  that  at  once ;  everything. 

and  the  bailiff  was  fit  to  make  bricks  On  the  other  hand,  these  noble 

of.  fellows  hated  nothing  that  could  be 

At  this  I  shook  my  head  and  chewed.  Twenty-one  sorts  of  toad- 
smiled  ;  because  we  put  up  with  stool,  with  the  insects  which  inhabit 
many  evils  on  our  side  of  the  water,  them ;  three  varieties  of  eft,  and  of 
but  never  with  people  so  unbecom-  frogs  no  less  than  seven ;  also  slugs 
ing  in  their  manner  of  life  and  six  inches  long,  too  large  to  have  a 
clothes.  And  I  thought  how  even  house  built ;  moles  that  live  in  lines 
mild  Colonel  Lougher  would  have  of  decks,  like  a  man-of-war' s-man ; 
behaved  upon  such  a  point,  and  how  also  rats,  and  brindled  hedgehogs, 
sharp  Anthony  Stew  would  have  and  the  grubs  of  hornets  (which  far 
stamped  when  they  began  to  pelt  surpass  all  oysters) — these,  and  other 
him ;  and  how  I  wished  him  there  to  little  things,  like  goatrmoths,  leop- 
try  it!                                                    '  ards,  and  money-grubs,  kept  them 

Nevertheless   I  desired  to  know  so  alive  as  never  to  come  down  on 

what  victuals  these  good  barbarians  the  parish.     Neither  was  there  any 

had;     because,    although    like    the  hen-roost,  rickyard,    apple-room,   or 

Indian  Jogis    (mentioned  by  some  dairy,  on   the  farms  around  them, 

great    traveller)   they  might    prove  but  in  it  they  found  nourishment, 

their  right  to  go  without  clothes,  Into  all  this   I  could   enter,  while 

which  never  were  born  upon  them,  the  groom    only  showed   the   door 

they  could  not  to  my  mind  prove  of  it. 

their  power  to  do  so  well  without  But  while  we  were  talking  thus, 

victuals.      He  answered    that   this  I  heard  the  stable-clock  strike  eight, 

was  a  clever  thing  on  my  part  to  which    brought    Hezekiah     to    my 

inquire  about;   but  that  I  was  so  mind,  and  my  own  church-clock  at 

far  wrong  that  these  people  would  Newton.     It  struck  in  such  a  mnn- 

eat  anything.     His  Reverence  sent  her  that  I  saw  the  door  of  my  own 

them  every  week  the  refuse  of  his  cottage,  also  Bunny  in  bed,  with  her 

garden,  as  well  as  of  stable-yard  and  nostrils  ready  to  twitch  for  snoring, 

kennel,  and  they  had  a  gift  of  find-  and  mother  Jones,   with  a  candle, 

ing  food  in  everything  around  them,  stopping  to  ease  her  by  means  of  a 

Their   favourite    dish — so    to    say,  drop  of  hot  grease ;  and  inside,  by 

when  they  had  never  a  dish  among  the  wall,   lay  Bardie,   sleeping    (as 

them — was    what    they    discovered  she  always  slept)  with  a  smile  of 

in  the  pasture-land;  and  this  they  high-born  quietude.  And  what  would 

divided  carefully  ;  accounting  it  the  all  three  say  to  me  if  ever  I  got  back 

depth  of  shame,  and  the  surest  mark  again  ? 

of  civilisation,  to  cheat  one  another.  Thanking    this    excellent   groom 

But  they  could  not  expect  to  get  for  all  his  hospitality  to  me,   and 

this  every  day,  in  a  neighbourhood  promising  at  his  desire  to  keep  it 

of  moorland ;   therefore,  instead  of  from  his  master,  I  took  my  way  (as 
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pointed  out)  to  the  room  where  chance  to  tell  good  stories,  and  get 
his  Reverence  might  be  found.  I  on  without  the  little  snaps  which 
feared  that  his  temper  would  he  are  apt  to  occur  among  ladies, 
black,  unless  he  had  dined  as  I  had  Therefore  they  all  appeared  in 
supped,  and  taken  a  good  glass  strength,  haying  represented  it  as 
afterwards.  And  I  could  not  be-  a  high  duty,  whatever  their  better 
lieve  what  the  groom  had  told  me  halves  might  think.  When  a  parson 
concerning  one  particular.  There  says  this,  his  wife  must  knock  under, 
is  a  most  utterly  pestilent  race  or  never  go  to  church  again.  Being 
arising,  and  growing  up  around  us,  there,  they  were  treated  well,  and 
whose  object  is  to  destroy  old  Eng-  had  the  good  dinner  they  all  de- 
land,  by  forbidding  a  man  to  drink,  served,  and  found  their  host  very 
St  Paul  speaks  against  them,  and  different  from  what  they  had  been 
all  the  great  prophets ;  and  the  led  to  expect  of  him.  He  gave 
very  first  thing  that  was  done  by  them  as  much  wine  as  they  needed, 
our  Lord,  after  answering  them  in  and  a  very  good  wine  too.  He  let 
the  Temple,  was  to  put  them  to  them  tell  their  stories,  though  his 
shame  with  a  great  many  firkins,  own  taste  was  quite  different;  and 
Also  one  of  the  foremost  parables  he  even  humoured  them  so  as  to 
is  concerning  bottles,  as  especially  laugh  the  while  he  was  despising 
honest  things  (while  bushels  are  to  them.  And  though  he  could  not 
the  contrary),  and  the  tendency  of  bear  tobacco,  that  and  pipes  were 
all  Scripture  is  such — whichever  brought  in  for  them. 
Testament  you  take — that  no  man  All  went  smoothly  until  one  of 
in  his  wits  can  doubt  it  And  them,  edged  on  by  the  others,  called 
though  I  never  read  the  Koran,  for  spirits  and '  hot  water.  This 
and  only  have  heard  some  verses  of  Master  Chowne  had  prepared  for,  of 
it,  I  know  enough  to  say  positively  course,  and  meant  to  present  the 
that  Mahomet  began  this  movement  things  in  good  time ;  but  now  being 
to  establish  Antichrist.  gored  thus  in  his  own  house,  the 
However,  my  groom  said  that  devil  entered  into  him.  His  dark 
Parson  Chowne,  though  not  such  a  face  grew  of  a  leaden  colour,  while 
fool  as  to  stop  other  people,  scarcely  he  begged  their  pardon.  Then  out 
ever  took  a  drop  himself;  and  his  he  went  to  Mother  Steelyard,  and 
main  delight  was  to  make  low  beasts  told  her  exactly  what  to  do.  Two 
of  the  clergy  who  had  no  self-corn-  great  jacks  of  brown  brandy  came 
maud.  And  two  or  three  years  ago  in,  and  were  placed  upon  the  table, 
he  had  played  a  trick  on  his  brother  and  two  silver  kettles  upon  the 
parsons,  such  as  no  man  would  ever  hobs.  He  begged  all  his  guests  to 
have  tried  who  took  his  own  glass  help  themselves,  showing  the  lemons 
in  moderation  and  enjoyed  it  heartily,  and  sugar-caddy,  the  bottles,  and 
as  Scripture  even  commands  us  to  kettles,  and  everything:  and  then 
do,  to  promote  good-fellowship  and  he  left  them  to  their  own  devices, 
discretion.  Having  a  power  of  vis-  white  he  talked  with  Parson  Jack, 
itatioo,  from  some  faculty  he  en-  who  had  dropped  in  suddenly. 
joyed,  he  sent  all  rotfnd  to  demand  Now,  what  shall  I  tell  you  came 
their  presence  at  a  certain  time,  for  to  pass — as  a  very  great  traveller 
dinner.  All  the  parsons  were  glad  always  says — why,  only  that  these 
enough,  especially  as  their  wives  parsons  grew  more  drunk  than  des- 
could  not,  in  good  manners,  be  in-  pair,  or  even  hope.  Because,  in  the 
vited,  because  there  was  now  no  silver  kettles  was  not  water, ,  but 
Mrs.  Chowne.    And  they  saw  a  rare  whisky  at    boiling-point,    and    the 
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more  they  desired  to  weaken  their  fell,  and  he  bolted  the  doors  upon 

brandy,  the  more  they  fortified  it;  them. 

until  they  tumbled  out  all  togeth-  This  made  a  stir  in  the  clerical 

er,  in  every  state  of  disorder.     For  circles,  when  it  came  to  be  talked 

this  he  had  prepared,  by  placing  at  about ;  but  upon  reference  to  the 

the   foot    of    his    long    steps   half-  bishop,  he  thought  they  had  better 

a-dozen   butts   of    liquid  from   the  say  nothing  about  it,  only  be  more 

cleaning   of    his   drains,  meant    to  considerate.     And  on  the  whole  it 

be  spread  on  the  fields  next  day.  redounded  greatly  to  the  credit  of 

And  into  the  whole  of    this    they  Parson  Ohowne. 


CHAPTER   XXXIV. — WAITING   AND    LEARNING. 

What  this  great  man  now  said  to  crowns,  instead  of  five  shillings  a- 
me  had  better  not  be  set  down  per-  week,  as  before, 
haps ;  because  it  proved  him  inca-  He  allowed  me  a  hayloft  to  sleep 
pable  of  forming  due  estimate  of  my  in  that  night,  after  taking  good  care 
character.  Enough  that  he  caused  that  I  had  not  even  a  flint  to  strike 
me  some  alarm  and  considerable  an-  a  light  with.  For,  cordially  as  he 
noyance  by  his  supercilious  vein,  did  enjoy  the  firing  of  an  enemy's 
and  assumption  of  evil  motives,  barns  or  stacks,  his  Reverence  never 
Whereas  you  could  not  find  any-  could  bear  the  idea  of  so  much  as  a 
where  purer  or  loftier  reasons,  and,  spark  coming  near  his  own.  And 
I  might  say,  more  poetical  ones,  die  following  morning  I  saddled  my 
than  those  which  had  led  me  to  ab-  horse,  with  a  good  chain  under- 
slain  from  speaking  of  the  fair  young  girding,  and  taking  turn  and  turn 
lady.  However,  as  this  Chowne  had  about,  got  home  to  the  Rose  of 
learned  all    about  her,  from    some  Devon. 

skulking  landsman,  whom  he  main-  And  here  I    found    very  unjust 

tained  as  a  spy  at  the  back  of  the  work,  Fuzzy  gone,  and  Ike  not  to 

premises,  it  was  certain  that  I  could  be  found,  and  the  ketch  laid  up  for 

in  no  way  harm  her,  by  earning  a  the  winter.      Only  Bang,  -the    boy, 

trifle  of  money  in  front,  in  a  thor-  was  left,  and  the  purpose  of  his  re- 

oughly  open    and    disciplined  way.  maining  was  to  bear  me  a  wicked 

And  it  might  even  lie  in  my  power  message.     Namely,  that  I  had  been 

thereby  to    defeat    the    devices    of  so  much  away,  both  in  the  boat  and 

enemies,  and  rescue  this   beautiful  on  horseback,  that  the  captain  would 

young  female   from    any  one  who  not  be  bound  to  me,  except  to  get 

would  dare  to  think  of   presuming  home  again,  how  I  might.     And  if 

to  injure  her.  this  could  not  be  brought  about,  and 

I  found  my  breast  and  heart  aglow  I  chose  to  take  care  of  the  ketch  for 

with  all  the  fine  feeling  of  younger  the  winter,  two  shillings  a-week  was 

days,  the  moment  the  above  occurred  what  I  might  draw,  also  the  wood 

to  me ;  and  it  would  not  have  cost  on  the  wharf,  so  long  as  it  would 

me  two  blows  to  knock  down  any  last  for  firing;  and  any  fish  I  could 

man  who  misunderstood  me.     How-  catch  with  lines ;   and  any  birds  I 

ever,  his  Reverence  did  not  afford  could  shoot  on    the    river,  with    a 

me  any  chance  for  this    exercise;  stone  of    rock-powder  that  was  in 

but  seemed  to  allow  me  the  benefit  the  hold. 

which  such  ideas  afford  a  man ;  and  Bang  was  ashamed  to  deliver  this 

promised  to    give   me    three    half-  message;  and  I  cannot  describe  to 
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you  my  wrath,  as  slowly  I  wrung  it  why  was  I  bound  to  stop  hero  like 

out  of  him.       His  head  went  into  this,  when  their  place  was  to    take 

his  neck  almost,  for  fear  of  my  tak-  me  home  again,  according  to  stipula- 

ing  it  by  the  handles,  which  nature  tion  ?    To  apply  to  the  mayor,  as  I 

had  provided  in  his  two  ears,  and  let-  knew,    was   useless,  especially  now 

ting  him  learn  (as  done  once  before)  that  I  owed  him  a  bill ;  as  for  the 

that  the  mast  had  harder  knots  in  it  bench  of   magistrates,   one  had  al- 

But  I  always  scorn  injustice  ;  and  ready  a  bias  against  me,  because  I 

Bang  was  not  to  be  blamed  for  this,  went  into  a  wood  one  night  to  watch 

So  I  treated  him  kindly  ;  as  I  might  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  and  took  my 

wish  a  boy  of  my  own  to  be  treated  telescope  ;  which  they  all  swore  was 

by  a  man  of  large  experience.      And  a  gun  !      Being    disappointed    with 

I  let  him  go  home  to  his  mother's  the  moon's  proceedings,  I  slammed 

house,  which  was   said  to  be  some-  up  my  telescope  hastily,  and  at  the 

where  within  a  league,  and  then  I  .same    time    puffed    my  pipe  ;    and 

went  to  see  what  manners  had  been  there  was  a  fellow  on  watch  so  vile 

shown  in  the  pickling- tub.  as  to  swear  to  the  sound  and   tho 

Here  I  found  precious  little  in-  smoke  of  a  gun  !  And  this  fellow 
deed,  and  only  the  bottom  stuff  of  proved  to  be  a  Welshman  of  the 
coxcombs,  tails,  and  nails,  and  over-  name  of  Llewellyn,  and  a  cousin  of 
harpings,  thready  bits,  and  tape-  mine  within  seven  generations  1  I 
worm  stuff,  such  as  we  pray  deli-  acquit  him  of  knowing  this  fact 
verance  from,  unless  it  comes  to  at  the  time  ;  and  when  in  cross-ex- 
famine.  Nevertheless,  in  my  now  amination  I  let  him  know  it,  and 
condition  I  grieved  that  there  was  nobody  else,  he  came  back  to  his 
not  more  of  it  Because,  how  conld  duty,  and  swore  white  all  the  black 
I  get  across  to  my  native  land  again  ?  he  had  sworn  before.  Nevertheless 
All  the  small  coasting-craft  were  I  did  not  like  it  (though  acquitted 
laid  up,  as  if  they  were  china  for  amidst  universal  applause)  on  ac- 
shelfing,  immediately  after  that  gale  count  of  the  notoriety ;  and  finding 
of  wind,  which  (but  for  me)  must  him  one  night  upon  the  barge  walk, 
have  capsized  us.  These  fellows  up  and  his  manners  irritating,  I  was 
the  rivers  never  get  a  breath  of  sea-  enabled  to  impress  him  with  a  sense 
manship.  Sudden  squalls  are  all  of  consanguinity.  And  after  that  I 
they  think  of.  Sea-room,  and  the  might  bear  my. telescope,  and  take 
power  of  it,  they  would  be  afraid  observations  throughout  the  coverts, 
of.  whenever  the  pheasants  did  not  dis- 

At  one   time  I  thought  of  walk-  turb  me. 

ing    home,  because    none   of   these  This    privilege,   and    a   night    of 

traders  would  „  venture  it ;  and  if  I  wild-ducks,  followed  by  a  team   of 

bad  only  a  guinea  to  start  with  on  geese,   and    rumours    even    of    two 

the  road  to  Bristol,  nothing  could  wild  swans,  moderated  my  desire  to 

have  stopped  me.      For,  say  what  I  be  back  at  home  again.     There  no 

might  to  myself  about  it,  and  reason  man  can  get  a  shot,  except  in  very 

however  carefully,    I  could  not  re-  bitter  weather,  or  when  the  golden 

ooncile  with    my   conscience    these  plovers  come  in,  unless  he  likes  to 

things  that  detained  me.    The  more  take  on  himself  a  strong    defiance 

I  considered  only  three  half-crowns,  of  public  opinion.     Because  Colonel 

and  the  mere  chance  of  wild-ducks  Lougher  is  so  kind,  and  so  forbears 

on   the  river,  the  less  I  perceived  •  to  prosecute,  that  to  shoot  his  game 

how  my  duty  lay,   and    the   more  is  no  game  at  all,  and  shames  almost 

it  appeared  to  be  moveable.    And  any  man  afterwards.    And  the  glory 
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• 

of   all  that  night-work  is,  the  sense    anything.     But  she  put  me  hack  in 

of  wronging  somebody.  a  wholesale  manner,  and  spread  it  all 
Moreover,  a  little  thing  occurred,  out  like  a  market-stand.  And  really 
which,  in  my  doubt  of  conclusion,  it  was  almost  enough  to  make  a 
led  me  to  stay  a  bit  longer.  Some  market  of;  for  she  was  a  very  wiry 
people  may  think  nothing  of  it,  but    old  woman,   and  Bang  had  helped 

a  kind  touch  takes  a  hold  on  me.  carry,  as  far  as  the  wharf,  when  he 
I  have  spoken  of  a  boy,  by  the  saw  me,  and  fled.  Especially  did  I 
name  of  Bang,  possessing  many  good    admire  a  goose,  fat  with  golden  fat 

qualities,  yet  calling  for  education,  upon  him,  trussed,  and  laid  on  stuff- 

Of  this  I  had  given  him  some  little,  ing-herbs.      Also,    a    little    pig   for 

administered  not  to  his  head  alone,  roasting,  too  young  to  object  to  it, 

but  to    more    influential    quarters  ;  yet  with  his  character  formed  enough 

and  the  result  was  a  crop  of  grati*  to  make  his  brains  delicious.      And 

» tude  watered  by  humility.     When  as  for  sausages — but  no  more, 

he  went  home  for  the  winter  months,  The  goodness  of  these  things  pre- 

I  expected  to  hear  no  more  of  him,  served  me  from  going    off   on   the 

having  been  served  in  that  manner  tramp  just  yet     That  is  the  last 

often  by  boys  whom  t  have  correct-  thing    a    sailor    should    do,  though 

ed.     Therefore  all  who    have   ever  gifted  with  an    iron-tipped  wooden 

observed  the  want  of  thankfulness  leg.      The    Government    drove    ine 

in  the  young,   will  enter  into   my  into  it  once,  when  my  wound  allow- 

f eelings   when    an    ancient  woman,  ed  me  to  be  discharged  ;  but  it  took 

Bang's  grandmother,   hailed  me   in  more   out  of    my  self-respect  than 

a  shaky  voice  over  the  side  of  my  ever  I  have   recovered.      And   if  I 

ketch,   with  Bang    in   the    distance  do  anything  under  the  mark  (which, 

watching  her.       Between  her    feet  to  my  knowledge,  I    never  do),   it 

was  a  good  large  basket,  which  with  dates  from  the  time  the  King  drove 

my  usual  fine  feeling  I  leaped  out  me  to  alms.       However,  I  never  do 

to  ease  her  of.     But  on  no  account  dwell    upon    that,   unless    there    is 

would  she  let  me  touch  it,  until  she  something  wrong  down  in  my  hold  ; 

knew  more  about  me.  and  when  that  is  right,  I  am  thank- 

u  Be  you  the  man  ?"  she  said.  ful  again.    And  none  of  that  ever 

"  Madam,"    I    answered,    "  I    be  befalls  me,  when  I  get  my  rations 

the  man.'1  regular.     But  who  cares  to  hear  any 

44  The  man  as  goes  on  so  wicked  more  about  me,  with  all  these  great 

to  Bang,  for  the  sake  of  his  soul  things  coming  on  ?     You  may  look 

herearter  ?"  on  me  now  as  nobody. 

u  Yes,    madam.     I    am    he    who  Because  I  fell  so  much  beneath 

clothed   in  the  wholesome  garb  of  my  own  idea  of  myself,  and  all  that 

severity  a  deep  and  parental  affec-  others  said  of  me,  through  my  nasty 

tion  ;"  for  now  I  smelled  something  want    of    strength,    when    Parson 

uncommonly  good.  Chowne  came  over  me.     It  is  easy 

44  Be  you  .the  chap    as  wolloped  enough  to  understand  that  a  man, 

him  ?"  in  good  nature,  may  knock  under  to 

u  That  I  can  proudly  say,  I  am."  another  man  of  good  nature  also  ; 

44  Look  'e  see,  here,  this  be  for  'e,  all    in  friendship  and    in   fun,  and 

then  !"  for  the  benoilt  of  the  world.      But 

With  no  common  self-approval,  I  for  a  man  of  intellect  not  so  very 

observed  what  she  turned  out ;  al-  far  under  the  average — as  will  now 

though    I    longed  much  to  unpack  be  admitted  of  me,  in  spite  of  all 

them  myself,  for  fear  of  her  spoiling  inborn  ditfldonoo — as  well  as  a  man 
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of  a  character  formed  and  framed  by  down,   and  went  the  round  of  the 

experience,  now  to  be  boarded  and  deck  at  times  when  nobody  could 

violently  driven  under  hatches,  with-  expect  him  ;   yet  it  was  not  in  my 

out  any  power  to  strike  a  blow,  by  nature  to  be  kept  from  asking  some- 

a  man  who*  was  never  on  board  of  thing  as  to  all  these  people.      You 

a   ship — at  any  rate  to  my  know-  may  frighten  a  man,  and  scare  his 

ledge;  to  think  of  this  and  yet  not  wits,     and    keep    him    under,    and 

help  it,  made  toe  chafe  like  a  fellow  trample  on  him,  and  even  beat  his 

in  irons.  ,  lff  feelers  down,  and  shut  him  up  like 

There  Sras  one  thing,    however,  a  jellyfish ;  but,  after  all  this,  if  he 

that  helfted  to  make  me  put  up  with  is  a  man,  he  will  want  to  know  the 

my    present    position  a  little,    and  reason.     For  this  makes  half  of  the 

that  was  my  hope  to  be  truly  of  difference    between    man    and     the 

service  to  my   genuine   benefactor,  lower   animals:  —  the    latter,    when 

poor  Sir  Philip  Bampfylde.       This  punished,  accept  it  as  a  thing  that 

old  gentleman  clearly  was  not  going  must  befall  them ;   and   so  do   the 

on   very  comfortably  ;    and  Parson  negroes,  and  all  proper  women  :  but 

Chowne   had   given   me   to    under-  a  man  always  wants  to  know  why  it 

stand,  without  any  words,  that  the  must  be ;  though  it  greatly  increases 

great  chest  landed  at  the  end  of  his  his  trouble  to  ask,  and  still  more  to 

house,  was  full  of  arms  and  all  other  tell  it  again,  if  you  please, 

treason.     These  were  to  be  smuggled  Sir  Philip  Bampfylde,   as  every 

in,   after  the   Captain's    departure ;  one  said,  was  a  very  nice  gentleman 

and  the  Captain  would  not  enter  the  indeed,  the  head  of  an  ancient  fam- 

house,  through  fear  of  the  servants  ily,  and  the  owner  of  a  large  estate, 

suspecting  something.  Kind,  moreover,  and  affable,  though 

I  could  not  reconcile  this  account  perhaps  a  little  stately,  from  having 
with  what  I  had  seen  the  young  long  held  high  command  and  impor- 
lady  do,  and  the  Captain's  mode  of  tant  rank  in  the  army.  Some  years 
receiving  it ;  but  as  I  would  not  tell  ago  he  had  attained  even  to  the  rank 
the  Parson  a  word  about  that  young  of  general,  which  is  the  same  thing 
lady,  I  could  not  make  that  objec-  among  land  forces  as  an  admiral  is 
tion  to  him.  Nor  did  I  say,  though  with  us ;  and  he  was  so  proud  of  this 
I  might  have  done  so,  that  I  would  position,  that  he  alwttys  wished  to 
not  and  could  not  believe  for  a  mo-  be  so  addressed,  rather  than  by  the 
merit  that  any  British  naval  captain  title  which  had  been  so  long  in  the 
would  employ  his  ship  and  crew  for  family.  For  his  argument  was  that 
a  purpose  of  high  treason  to  his  law-  he  had  to  thank  good  fortune  for 
ful  master.  That  Parson  Chowne  being  a  baronet,  whereas  good  con- 
should  dare  to  think  that  I  would  duct  and  perseverance  alone  could 
swallow  such  stuff  as  that,  made  me  have  made  him  a  general.  Now  if 
angry  with  myself  for  not  having  these  had  made  him  an  admiral,  I 
contradicted  him.  But  all  this  time  would  always  entitle  him  so :  as  it 
I  was  very  wise,  and  had  no  call  to  is,  I  shall  call  him  "  Sir  Philip,"  or 
reproach  myself.  Seldom  need  any  "General,"  just  as  may  happen  to 
man  repent  for  not  having  said  more  come  to  my  mind.  Now  this  gentle- 
than  he  did;  and  never  so  needeth  man  had  two  sons,  and  no  other 
a  Welshman.  children ;      the    elder    was    Philip 

And  now,  though  I  still  took  ob-  Bampfylde,  Esquire,  and  the  younger 

servation  of  Narnton  Court  (as  in  Captain  Drake  Bampfylde,  of  whom 

honour  bound  to  deserve  my  salary).  I  have  spoken  already.     Philip,  the 

and    though  the   Parson  still  rode  heir,  had  been  appointed  to  manage 

VOL.    CXI. — NO.    DCLXXV.  B 
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the  family  property,  which  spread  for  the  hurry  of  all  these  misfortunes, 

miles  and  miles  away ;  and  this  gave  that  nobody  knew  what  to  do  with 

him  quite  enough  to  do,  because  his  him.     He  always  had  been  a  most 

father  for  years  and  years  was  away  warm-hearted  man,  foolishly  fond  of 

on  foreign  service.     And  during  this  his  wife  and  children,  and  of  a  soft 

time  Squire  Philip  married  a  lady  and  retiring  nature.      Moreover,  he 

of  great  beauty,  sent  home  by  his  looked  on  his  younger  brother,  who 

father  from  foreign  parts  after  rescue  had  seen  so  much  more  of  the  world 

from  captivity.       She  was  of  very  than  himself,   and  was  of  a  bolder 

good  extraction,  so  far  as  foreigners  character,   not  with  an  elder  son's 

can  be,  and  a  princess  (they  said)  in  usual  carelessness,  but  with  a  thor- 

her  own  right,  though  without  much  ough  admiration.       And    when    he 

chance  of  getting  it     And  she  spoke  found  him  behave  in  this  manner 

the  prettiest  broken  English,   being  (according,  at  least,  to  what  every  one 

very  sensitive.  said),   and  all  for  the   sake  of  the 

Well,  everything  thus  far  went  property,  without  a  sharp  word  be- 
purely  enough,  and  the  lady  had  tween  them,  it  went  to  his  heart,  in 
brought  him  a  pair  of  twins,  and  was  the  thick  of  his  losses,  so  that  he 
giving  good  promise  of  going  on,  and  was  beside  himself.  He  let  his 
everybody  was  pleased  with  her,  and  beard  grow  and  his  hair  turn  white, 
most  of  all  her  husband,  and  Sir  although  he  was  not  yet  forty,  and 
Philip  was  come  home  from  gov-  he  put  up  the  shutters  of  his  room, 
•ornorship,  but  only  on  leave  of  ab-  and  kept  candles  around  him,  and 
sence,  and  they  were  trying  hard  to  little  dolls.  He  refused  to  see  his 
persuade  him  now  to  retire  and  live  brother  Drake,  and  his  father  Sir 
in  peace,  when  who  should  come  Philip,  and  everybody,  except  his 
with  his  evil  luck  to  spoil  every-  own  attendant,  and  the  nurse  of  his 
thing,  but  Drake  Bampfylde  ?  How  poor  children.  And  finding  this, 
it  came  to  pass  was  not  clearly  the  Captain  left  the  house,  as  if 
known,  at  least  to  the  folk  on  our  cursed  out  of  it. 
side  of  the  river,  or  those  whom  I  The  only  one  who  took  things 
met  in  Barnstaple.  And  I  durst  not  bravely  was  the  ancient  General, 
ask  on  the  further  side,  that  is  to  say,  Much  as  he  grieved  at  the  loss  of 
around  Narnton  Court,  because  the  his  race,  and  extinction,  perhaps,  of 
Parson's  spies  were  there.  Only  the  the  family,  he  swore  that  he  never 
old  women  felt  pretty  sure  that  they  would  be  cast  down,  or  doubt  the 
had  heard  say,  though  it  might  be  honour  of  his  favourite  son,  until  that 
wrong,  that  Captain  Drake  Bamp-  son  confessed  it  This  Drake  Bamp- 
fylde had  drowned  the  children,  fylde  had  never  done,  although  the 
some  said  by  accident,  some  said  on  case  was  hard  against  him,  and  scarce- 
purpose,  and  buried  them  somewhere  ly  any  one,  except  his  father,  now 
on  Braunton  Burrows.  And  the  stood  up  for  him.  But  of.  the  few 
•effect  of  this  on  the  foreign  lady,  who  still  held  him  guiltless,  was  one 
being  as  she  was,  poor  thing,  might  especial  comforter ;  Isabel  Carey  to 
have  been  foreseen  almost  For  she  wit,  a  young  lady  of  very  good 
fell  into  untimely  pains,  and  neither  Devonshire  family,  left  as  a  ward  to 
herself  nor  her  babe  survived,  ex-  Sir  Philip  Bampfylde,  and  waiting 
4ictly  as  happened  to  my  son's  wife,  for  three  or  four  years  more  of  age, 

This    was   a    very    sad    story,   I  to  come  into  large  estates  in  South 

thought,    but    they    said    that   the  Devon. 

-worst  of  it  still  lav  behind :  for  poor  The  general  people  did  not  know 

tSquire  Philip  had  been  so  upset  by  this ;  but  I  happened  to  get  ahead 
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of  them  ;  and  having  a  knack  in  my  captains  I  have  seen,  Drake  Bamp- 
quiet  way  of  putting  two  and  two  fylde  seemed  as  unfit  as  any  to  do  a 
together,  also  having  seen  the  Cap-  thing  of  that  dirtiness.  However,  as 
tain,  and  shaped  my  opinions,  I  I  have  not  too  much  trust  in  human 
would  have  staked  my  boat  against  '  nature  (after  the  way  it  has  used 
a  cuttle-fish  that  he  was  quite  inno-  me,  and  worst  of  all  when  in  the 
cent  If  the  children  were  found  Government),  I  said  to  myself  that 
buried — although  I  could  never  quite  it  was  important  to  know  at  what 
get  at  this,  but  only  a  story  of  a  man  time  this  Captain  Bamfylde  won 
who  had  seen  him  doing  it,  as  I  the  love  of  that  fine  Miss  JCarey. 
shall  tell  hereafter — but  even  sup-  Because,  after  that,  he  had  no  temp- 
posing  them  deep  in  the  sand  (which  tation  to  put  the  little  ones  out 
I  was  a  little  inclined  to  do,  from  of  the  way  ;  and  I  quite  settled  it 
trusting  my  spy-glass  so  thoroughly),  in  my  own  mind,  that  if  they  had 
yet  there  might  have  been  other  set  up  their  horses  together,  before 
people  quite  as  likely  to  put  them  the  young  children  went  out  of  the 
there  as  that  unlucky  Captain  Drake,  world,     Captain     Drake    Bamfylde 

It  has  been  my  lot  to  sail  under  was  not  likely  to  have  made  them 

a  great  many  various  captains,  not  go  so.     For  that  fair  maiden's  estates, 

only  whom  I  have  hinted  at  in  the  I  was  told,  would  feed  four  hundred 

days    when    I    was  too  young  for  people. 

work,  but  whom  I  mean  to  describe  No  one  had  seen  this,  exactly  as 
hereafter  in  my  far  greater  experi-  I  did,  nor  could  I  beat  it  into  them  ; 
ences  ;  really  finding  (although  I  have  and  I  found  from  one  or  two  symp- 
tried  to  convince  people  to  the  con-  toms  that  it  was  high  time  for  me 
trary)  that  what  they  have  told  me  to  leave  off  talking.  Parson  Chowne 
was  perfectly  true,  and  that  I  come  came  down  one  night,  as  black  as  a 
out  far  stronger  and  better  whenever  tarred  thunderbolt,  and  though  he 
iny  reins  are  tried  and  proved  ;  and  ^  said  nothing  to  let  me  know,  I 
my  loins  as  sound  as  a  bell,  although  felt  afraid  of  his  meaning.  Also 
hereditary  from  King  David.  Let  Parson  Jack  rode  down,  in  his  head- 
that  pass.  I  find  one  fault,  and  it  long  careless  way,  and  filled  his  pipe 
in  the  only  one  to  be  found  with  from  my  tobacco-bag,  and  gave  me 
me  ;•  it  is  that  the  style  of  our  bards  a  wink,  and  said,  "  Keep  your  mouth 
will  come  out,  and  spread  me  abroad  shut."  It  was  always  a  pleasure  to 
in  their  lofty  allusions.  me  to  behold    him ;    whatever  his 

To  come  back  to  these   captains,  principles  may  have  been,  and  if  i 

I  never  found  one  who  would  do  could  have  said  a  word  to  stop  him 

i»uch  a  thing  as  kill  and  slay   two  from  his  downward  road,  or  to  make 

children,  much  less  dig  their  graves  it  go  less  sudden,  goodness  knows  T 

in    the    sand,    and    come  home  to  would  have  done  it,  at  the  risk  of 

dinner  afterwards.     And  of  all  the  three  half-crowns  a-week. 

CHAPTER   XXXV. — THE   POLITE    FERRYMAN. 

Now,  for  a  man  of  my  age  and  be  wanted),  for  such  a  man  to  attend 

knowledge,  keeping  an  eye  on  his  to  things  which  could  not  concern 

own  concerns,  and  under  the  eyes  of  him  in  any  way,  without  neglecting 

a  good  many  women  (eager  to  (have  what  now  he  had  found  a  serious 

him,  because  confessed  superior  to  matter  at  his  time  of  life — this,  to 

the    neighbourhood,    yet    naturally  my  mind,  proves  a  breadth  of  sym- 

doubtful  how  much  money  would  pathy  rarely  found  outside  of  Wales. 
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Entering  into  these  things  large-  with  preference  to  the  latter  because 
ly,  and  desiring  to  do  my  best,  "having  no  chapel  in  our  neighbour- 
having,  moreover,  naught  else  to  do  hood. 

except  among  dabs  and  flounders,  I  And  I  worked  this  ferry,  if  you 

was  led  by  a  naturally  active  mind  will  believe  me,  not  for  the  sake  of 

to  try  to  turn  a  penny ;  not  for  my  the  twopence  both  ways,   half    so 

own  good  so  much  as  for  the  use  much  as  because  of  my  thoughts  of 

of  Bunny.      Therefore,  having  the  the  confidence  that  I  must  create, 

punt  at  command,  and  a  good  pair  I  knew  for  I  won't  say  forty  years, 

of  oars,  and  a  good  pair  of  arms,  but  at  any  rate  good  thirty,  what 

what  did  I  do  but  set  up  a  ferry,  women  are  the  very  moment  they 

such  as  had  never   been   heard  of  must  needs  come  into  a  boat     The 

before,  and  never  might  have  been  very  shyest  and  wisest  of  them  are 

dreamed  of,  except  for  my  intelli-  at  the  mercy  of  a  man  right  out. 

gence  ?    Because  we  had  two  miles  And   I  never  could  help  believing 

to  Barnstaple  Bridge,  and  no  bridge  that  they  come  for  that  very  reason, 

at  all  to  be  found  below  us,  and  a  I  know  all  their  queeroess  of  placing 

good  many  houses  here  and  there,  their  toes,  and  how  they  fetch  their 

on  cither  side  of  the  river.     And  I  figures    up,   and    manage    to  hitch 

saw   that  they  must  know  one  an-  their  petticoats,  and  try  to  suppose 

other,  and  were  longing  to  dine  or  they  are   quite  on  a  balance,   and 

to  gossip  together,  except  for  the  then  go  down  plump  on  the  nearest 

water  between  them,  or  the  distance  thwart,  and  pretend  that  they  did  it 

to  walk  all  the  way  by  the  bridge,  on  purpose.     Nevertheless  they  arc 

So  being  left  in  this  desolate  state,  very  good  ;   and   we  are  bound  to 

and  shamefully  treated  by  Captain  make  the  best  of  them. 

Fuzzy,  and  Bang's  grandmother  now  When   I   told  Parson  Chowne  of 

neglecting  me,  at  a  period  of  sad-  my  ferry-boat,  rather  than  let  him 

ness,  while  smoking  a  pipe,  Provi-  find  it  out,  which  of  course  must 

dence  gave  me  this  brilliant  idea.  have  happened  immediately,  a  quick 

I  never  had  dreamed  for  a  mo-  gleam  of  wrath  at  my  daring  to 
ment  of  settling  without  something  do  such  a  thing  without  consulting 
permanent ;  and  not  even  £80  a-  him  moved  in  the  depth  of  his 
year  would  tempt  me  to  do  any  great  black  eyes.  At  least  I  be- 
despite  to  my  late  dear  wife's  re-  lieved  so,  but  was  not  sure ;  for  I 
membrance.  A  year  and  a  day  at  never  could  bear  to  look  straight  at 
the  very  least  was  I  resolved  to  his  eyes  as  I  do  to  all  other  people, 
mourn  for  her ;  still,  as  the  time  was  especially  Anthony  Stew,  Esquire.  I 
drawing  on,  I  desired  to  have  some  thought  that  my  ferry  would  be  f or- 
prospect.  Not  to  settle  rashly,  as  bidden  ;  but  with  his  usual  quick- 
young  people  do  in  such  affairs  ness  he  saw  that  it  might  serve  his 
(which  really  should  be  important),  purpose  in  several  ways.  Because 
but  to  begin  to  feel  about,  and  put  it  would  help  to  keep  me  there,  as 
the  price  against  the  weight,  and  then  well  as  account  for  my  being  there, 
take  time  to  think  about  it.  Only  I  and  afford  mo  the  best  chance  in 
had  made  up  my  mind  not  to  look  the  world  of  watching  the  river 
twice  at  the  very  richest  and  most  traffic.  So  he  changed  his  frown  to 
beautiful  Methodist  Enough  had  an  icy  smile,  such  as  I  never  could 
I  had  for  my  life  of  them,  and  smile  at,  and  said — 
the  fellows  that  come  after  them  :  "  Behold  now  what  good  -  luck 
Church  of  England,  or  Church  of  comes  of  my  service !  Only  remem- 
Rome,  for  me  this  time  at  any  rate ;  bcr,  no  fares  to  bo  taken  when  the 
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tide  serves    for    you    know    what  swered,    with    a     beautiful     bright 

And  especially  no  gossiping."  smile ;  "I  am  only  a  common  lady  ; 

This  being  settled  to  my  content,  and  I  think  you  must  be  an  Irish- 

I   took  a  great  piece  of  loose  tar-  man." 

paulin  out  of.  the  hold  of  the  Rose  This  I  never  am  pleased  to  hear, 
of  Devon,  and  with  a  bucket  of  because  those  Irish  are  so  untruth- 
thick  lime-whiting  explained  to  the  ful;  however,  I  made  her  another 
public  in  printing  letters,  each  as  fine  bow,  and  let  her  have  her  own 
large  as  a  marlin-spike,  who  I  was,  way  about  it 

and  of.  what  vocation,  and  how  uThen,  Mr.  Irishman,"  she  con- 
thoroughly  trustworthy.  And  let  tinued  ;  "  you  are  so  polite,  we  will 
any  one  read  it,  and  then  give  opin-  cross  the  water.  No,  no,  thank* 
ion  in  common  fairness,  whether  you,"  as  I  offered  to  carry  her ;  u  you 
any  man  capable  of  being  considered  may  carry  Nanette,  if  she  thinks 
a  spy  would  ever  have  done  such  a  proper.  Nanette  has  the  greatest 
thing  as  this : —                              „  objection  to  mud ;   but  I    am    not 

44  David    Llewellyn,     Mariner    of  quite  so  particular."     And  she  trip- 

the  Royal  Navy,..Ferryman  to  King  ped  with  her  little  feet  over  the  bank 

George  the  Hid.     Each  way  or  both  too  lightly  to  break  the  green  cake  of 

ways   only   Twopence.     Ladies   put  the  ooze. 

carefully  over  the  Mud.     Live  Fish  uYou    sail    elave    me,   my  good 

v  on  hand  at  an  hour's  notice,  and  of  man,"  said  Nanette,  who  was  rather 

the    choicest    Quality."     This    last  a  pretty  French  girl ;  u  Mamselle  can 

statement  was  not  quite  so  accurate  afford  to  defigure  her  dress ;  but  I 

as  I  could  have  desired.     To  oblige  can  no  such  thing  do  at  all." 

the  public,  I  kept  the  fish  too  long  Meanwhile  the  young  lady  was  in 

on    hand     occasionally,    because    I  the  boat,  sitting  in  the  stern-sheets 

never    had    proper   notice  when   it  like     a     lieutenant,    and     laughing 

might  be  wanted.     And  therefore  no  merrily  at  Nanette,  who  was  making 

reasonable  person  ever  took  offtmce  the    prettiest    fuss    in    the    world, 

at  me.  not     indeed    with     regard     to    her 

One  fine  day  towards  the  frosty  legs,  which  an  English  girl  would 
time,  who  should  appear  at  my  have  considered  first,  but  as  to 
landing-stage  on  the  further  side  of  her  frills  and  fripperies ;  and  smell  - 
the  river,  just  by  the  lime-kiln  not  ing  my  quid,  she  had  no  more 
far  from  the  eastern  end  of  Narnton  sense  than  to  call  mo  a  coachman, 
Court — who  but  a  beautiful  young  or  something  like  it  However,  I 
lady  with  her  maid  attending  her?  took  little  heed  of  her,*  although 
The  tide  was  out  and  I  was  crossing  her  figure  was  very  good  ;  for  I 
with  a  good  sixpenny  worth,  that  knew  that  she  could  not  have  six- 
being  all  that  my  boat  would  hold,  pence,  and  scarcely  a  hundred  a-year 
unless  it  were  of  children.  And  see-  would  induce  me  to  degrade  myself 
ing  her  there,  I  put  on  more  speed,  down  to  a  real  French  wife.  For 
so  as  not  to  keep  her  waiting,  how  could  I  expect  my  son  ever  to 
When    I    had    carried    my  young  be  a  sailor  ? 

women  over  the  mud  and  received  Now  as   I  pulled,  and  this  fine 

their  twopences,  I  took  off  my  hat  young  lady,  who  clearly  knew  some- 

to  the  fair  young  lady,   who  had  thing    about    a    boat,    nodded    her 

kept  in  the  background,  and  asked  head  to  keep   time  with    me,   and 

to  what    part    I    might    have    the  showed   her    white     teeth    as    she 

honour  of  conveying  her  ladyship.  smiled   at    herself,    my    own    head 

44 1  am  not  a  ladyship,"  she  an-  was  almost  tinned,  I  declare;  and 
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I   must  have  blushed,  if    it  could  while  my  bit  of  flesh  was  grilling, 

have  been  that  twenty  years  of  the  and  my  little  nip  of  rum,  and  the 

fish-trade  had  left   that    power  in  sound  of  Bunny   snoring,    while    I 

mc.     Because  this  young  lady  was  smoked    a    pipe    and    praised    my- 

so  exactly  what  my  highest  dreams  self;  also  the  pleasure  of  doubting 

of  a  female  are,  and  never  yet  real-  whether  they  could  do  without  me 

ised   in  my  own  scope.     And    her  at  the  "  Jolly "   through  the  wall, 

knowledge  of  a  boat,  and  courage,  and  the  certain  knowledge  how  the 

and     pleasant     contempt    of     that  whole  of  the  room  would  meet  mc, 

French  chit  who  had  dared  to  call  if  I  could  deny  myself  enough  to 

jne  a  "  coachman,"  when  added  to  go  among  them  ; — these  things  made 

her  way  of  looking  over  the  water  me  lose  myself,  as  in  this  sentence 

with  fine  feeling  (such  as   I   very  I  have  done,  in  longing  to  find  old 

often  have,  and  must  have  shown  times  and    places,   and    old    faces, 

it  long  ago),  also  the  whole  of  tVAs  once  again,  and  some  one  to  call  mc 

combined  with  a  hat  of  a  very  fine  "  Old  Dyo." 

texture  indeed,  such  as  I  knew  for  Now  who  would  believe  that  the 
Italian,  and  a  feather  that  curled  whole  of  all  this  Was  wrought  in 
over  golden  pennon  of  hair  in  the  my  not  very  foolish  mind,  by  the 
wind  like  a  Spanish  ensign ;  and  sight  of  a  beautiful  high-bred  face, 
not  only  these  things,  but  a  face,  and  the  sound  of  a  very  sweet  soft- 
and  manner,  and  genuine  beauty  of  cning  voice  ?  Also  the  elegant 
speech,  not  to  be  found  in  a  mil-  manner  in  which  she  never  asked 
lion  of  women, — after  dwelling  on  what  the  passage  would  come  to, 
all  these  things  both  steadily  and  but  gave  me  a  bright  and  true  half- 
soberly,  over  my  last  drop  of  grog,  crown  for  herself  and  that  frippery 
before  I  went  into  my  berth  that  French  girl.  I  must  be  a  fool ;  no 
night,  and  prayed  for  the  sins  of  doubt  I  am,  when  the  spirit  of  ances- 
the  day  to  go  upward,  what  do  you  tors,  springs  within  me,  spoiling  all 
think  I  said  on  the  half-deck,  and  trade ;  as  an  inborn  hiccough  ruins 
with  all  the  stars  observing  me —  the  best  pipe  that  ever  was  filled. 
41 1  am  damned  if  I'll  serve  Parson  For  though  I  owed  three  tidy  bills, 
Chowne  any  more."  I  said  it,  and  I  I  had  no  comfort  until  I  drilled  a 
swore  it.  little  hole  in  that  bright  half-crown, 
And  when  I  came  to  think  of  it,  and  hung  it  with  my  charms  and 
in  a  practical  manner,  next  morn-  knobs  and  caul  inside  my  Jersey, 
ing,  and  #to  balance  the  ins  and  And  thus  the  result  became  per- 
outs,  and  what  I  might  come  to,  if  mancnt,  and  my  happiness  was  in 
thus  led  astray,  by  a  man  in  holy  my  heart  again,  and  all  my  self- 
orders  (yet  whose  orders  were  all  respect  leaped  up  as  ready  to  fight 
unholy,  at  any  rate  such  as  ho  as  it  ever  had  been,  when  I  had 
gave  to  me),  and  when  I  reflected  shaped  a  firm  resolve  to  shake  off 
on  three  half-crowns  for  finding  Chowne,  like  the  devil  himself, 
me  in  everything,  and  then  re-  I  cannot  imagine  a  lower  thing 
membexed  how  I  had  turned  two  than  for  any  roan  to  say — and  some 
guineas  in  a  day,  when  poor  Bardie  were  even  to  that  degree  base— that  I 
came  to  me,  and  with  a  con-  thus  resolved  upon  calculation,  and 
science  as  clear  as  a  spent  cuttle*  ability  now  to  get  on  without  him, 
fish  ;  and  never  a  sign  of  my  heels  and  balance  of  his  three  half-crowns 
behind  me,  when  squeamish  custo-  against  the  income  of  my  ferry,  with 
mers  sat  down  to  dinner ;  also  good  which  I  admit  that  his  work  inter- 
Mother  Jones    with    sweet   gossip,  fered.      Neither  would    any  but  a 
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Tory  vile  man  dare  to  cast  reflections  met  me ;  and  who  from  my  over- 
upon  me,  for  having  created  by  candid  account  (purposely  shaped 
skill  and  eloquence  a  small  snug  dead  against  myself)  may  be  at  a 
trade  in  the  way  of  fish,  and  of  those  loss  to  enter  into  the  delicacies  of 
birds  which  are  sent  by  the  Lord  my  conduct.  But  you  shall  see  by- 
in  a  casual  way,  and  without  any  and-by ;  and  seeing  is  believing. 
ownership,  for  the  good  of  us  un-  Now  it  was  a  lucky  thing,  that  on 
estated  folk.  While  I  deny  as  une-  the  very  morning  after  I  had  made 
quivocally  as  if  upon  oath  before  my  mind  up  so,  and  before  it  was 
magistrates,  that  more  than  fifty  altered  much,  down  came  Chownc 
hares  and  pheasants — but  there !  I  in  a  tearing  mood,  with  his  beauti- 
may  go  on  for  ever  rebutting  those  f  ul  black  mare  all  in  a  lather.  I  was 
endless  charges  and  calumnies,  which  on  board  of  the  Rose  of  Devon, 
the  mere  force  of  my  innocent  can-  smoking  my  first  after  -  breakfast 
dour  seems  to  strike  out  of  malicious-  pipe,  and  counting  my  cash  from  the 
ness.  Once  for  all,  I  never  poach,  ferry  business  of  the  day  before — ex- 
I  never  stab  salmon,  I  never  smug-  cept,  of  course,  the  half-crown  which 
gle,  I  never  steal  boats,  I  never  sell  lay  among  my  charms,  and  strength- 
fish  with  any  stink  outside  of  it,  ened  me.  The  ketch  was  aground 
—  and  how  can  I  tell  what  it  does  in  a  cradle  of  sand,  which  she  had 
inside,  or  what  it  may  do  after-  long  ago  scooped  for  herself,  and 
wards? — I  never  tell  lies  to  any-  which  she  seldom  got  out  of  now, 
body  who  does  not  downright  call  except  just  to  float  at  the  top  of 
for  it ;  and  you  may  go  miles  and  the  springs.  She  stood  almost  on 
miles,  I  am  sure,  to  And  a  more  an  even  keel,  unless  it  were  blow- 
thoroughly  honourable,  good-heart-  ing  heavily.  Our  punt  (or  rather 
ed,  brave,  and  agreeable  uian.  I  should  call  her  mine  by  this  time, 

Now  I  did  not  mean  to  say  any  for  of   course  she  most  justly  be- 

of    this,   when    I    began    about  it ;  longed  to  me,  after  all  their  breach 

neither  am  I  in  the  habit  of  deign-  of  contract,  and  desertion  of   their 

ing  even  to  clear  myself ;  but  once  colours) — at  any  rate,  there  she  was 

beginning  with    an    explanation,    I  afloat  and  ready  for  any  passenger, 

found  it  the  best  to  start  clear  again ;  while  my  notice  to  the  public  flapped 

because   Parson    Chowne,  and   my  below  the  mainboom  of  the  ketch, 
manner  towards  him  (which  for  the         *4  You    precious    rascal,"     cried 

life  of   me  I  could  not   help),   also  Chowne,  from  the  wharf,  with    his 

my  service  under  him,  and  visit  at  horse  staring  at  the   tarpaulin,  and 

his  house,  and  so  on,  and  even  my  half  inclined  to  shy  from  it ;  u  who 

liking   for    Parson   Jack  (after   his  was   it   crossed  the   river   twice  in 

sale  to  Satan,  though  managed  with-  your  rotten  ferry-boat  yesterday  ?" 
out  his  privity),  as  well  as  my  being       "Please  your  Reverence,"  I  answer 

had  up  for  shooting  pheasants  with  ed,  calmly  puffing  at  my  pipe,  which 

a  telescope ; — these  and  many  other  I  knew  would  still   more   infuriate 

things,  too  small  now  to  dwell  upon,  him  :  "  will  your  Reverence  give  me 

may  have   spread  a  cloud   betwixt  time  to  think  ?    Let  me  see — why, 

my  poor  self  and  my  readers ;  and  let  me  see — there  was  Mother  Pug- 

a    cloud  whose   belly  is  a   gale  of  sley  from    up  the  hill,  and  Mother 

wind.  Bidgood  from  round  the  corner,  and 

It  is  not  that  I  ever  could  do  any  Farmer  Skinner,    and    young    Joe 

unworthy  action.     It  is  simply  that  Thome,  and  Eliza  Tucker  from  the 

I  can  conceive  the  possibility  of  it  mill,     and     Jenny    Stribling,     and 

seeming  so  to  those  who  have  never  Honor  Jose,  first  cousin  to  our  cap- 
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tain,  and — well  I  think  that's  nearly  did    not    know    exactly   what    had 

all  that  I  know  the  name  of,  your  befallen   him.     I   have   had  a  good 

Reverence."  deal  to  do  with   knocking   down   a 

"  I  thought  you  knew  me  better  good    many    men,  and    know    that 

now  than   to   lie  to  me,  Llewellyn,  such   is   their   usual    practice;   and 

You  know  what  I  mean  as  well  as  I  that    if    you    take   them   promptly 

do."  then,    they  will   sometimes    believe 

"To   be   sure,  to   be    sure,  youfc  things    very    freely.      Therefore    I 

Reverence  ;  I  beg  your  pardon  alto-  said,  "  Your  Reverence  has  contrived 

gethor.      I  ought   to  have*  remem-  to  hit  yourself  very  hard,  but  I  hope 

bered  poor  old  Nanny  Gotobed."  you  will  soon  be  better  again." 

The  wharf   was    high,  and    our  "Hit  myself!     Why,   somebody 

gunwale  below  it ;  he  put  his  mare  hit  me  !"  and  then  he  went  off  again 

at    it,    clapped    in    the    spurs,  and  into  a  doze,  from  the  buzzing  of  his 

before  I  could  think  or  even  won-  head  perhaps.      Perceiving  that  he 

der,  he  had  me  by  the  nape  of  the  would   soon  come   to   himself,   and 

neck,  with    his    knuckles    grinding  desiring  to  be  acquitted  of  any  vio- 

into    me,  and    his    face,  now  ashy  lent  charge  of *  battery,    I  jumped 

white  with    rage,  fixed    on    me,  so  down  into    the    hold    and    fetched 

that  I  could  not  move.  an  old  boom  that  was  lying  there, 

"  Will  you  tell  me  ?"  he  cried.  and  hoisted  it  up  in  the  tackle-fall, 

"  I  won't,"  said  I ;  crack  came  his  so  as  to   hang  at  about    the  right 

hunting-whip     round    my    sides —  height.     Moreover,  T    put  the  spar 

crack,  and  wish,    and  crack  again ;  well  away ;  and  then,  with  a  sluice 

then  I  caught   up   a    broken    spar,  of  water,  I   fetched   his   Reverence 

and  struck  him  senseless  over    the  back    to   himself    again.      I    found 

tail  of  his  horse.     The  mare  ramped  him   very    correct    this    time,    and 

all  round  the  half-deck  mad,   then  beginning    to     look     about    pretty 

leaped    ashore,   with    her    legs    all  briskly,  therefore  I  turned  him  away 

bloody,  and  scoured  away  with  her  and  said,  "  Your  Reverence  must  not 

saddle  off.  look  at  it — it  will  make  your  head 

Chowne  lay  so  long  insensible,  go  round  again  ;  either  shut  ycur 
that  a  cold  sweat  broke  through  the  eyes  or  look  away,  your  Worship." 
heat  of  my  wrath,  to  think  that  I  Ho  seemed  not  to  notice  me,  so  I 
had  killed  him.  And  but  for  his  went  on,  u  Your  Reverence  has  had 
hat  I  had  done  no  less,  for  I  struck  a  narrow  escape.  What  a  mercy 
with  the  strength  of  a  maddened  your  head  is  not  broken !  Your 
man,  and  the  spar  was  of  heavy  Reverence  went  to  chastise  me,  and 
Dantzic.  I  untied  his  neckcloth,  lo !  your  horse  reared  and  threw 
and  ran  for  water,  and  propped  him  your  Reverence  against  that  great 
up,  and  bathed  his  forehead,  al-  boom  which  that  lubberly  Jose  has 
though  my  hands  were  trembling  left  there  ever  since  we  broke  cargo." 
so  that  I  could  scarcely  hold  the  u  You  are  a  liar,"  he  said ;  "  you 
swab.  And  now  as  I  watched  his  struck  me.  To  the  last  day  of  your 
pale  stern  face,  without  a  weak  line  life  you  shall  rue  it" 
in  it  even  from  fainting,  I  was  The  voice  of  his  throat  ran  cold 
amazed  at  having  ever  dared  to  lift  all  through  me,  being  so  low  and  so 
hand  against  him.  But  what  Royal  cold  itself ;  and  the  strength  of  his 
Navyman  could  ever  put  up  with  eyes  was  coming  back,  and  the  bit- 
horsewhip  ?  ter  disdain  of  his  countenance.     The 

At  last  he  fetched  a  strong  breath,  devil,  who  wanted  him  for  a  rare 

and  opened  the  usual  wickedness  of  morsel  in  the  way  of  cannibalism, 

his  eyes,  and  knew  me  at  once,  but  stood   at    my  elbow  ;    but  luckily 
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thought  it  sweeter  not  to  hurry  it  fied  it,  took  it,  and  hated  it.     For 

The  foulest  man  on  all  God's  earth,  the  sake  of  myself,  I   let  him  go. 

who  made  a  scoff  of  mercy's  self,  For  the  sake  of  mankind,  I  should 

lay  at  my  mercy  for  a  minute,  de-  have  slain  him. 

4        CHAPTER   XXXVI. — UNDER   FAIRER   AUSPICES. 

Knowing  now  what  I  hatf  to  ex-  hear  from  the  very  best  authority ; 
pect  from  Parson  Chowne  and  from  therefore  I  set  nothing  down  which 
all  his  train  (whether  clothed  or  may  be  over-coloured.  But  the  fol- 
naked),  and  even  perhaps  from  Par-  lowing  story  I  know  to  be  true,  be- 
son  Jack,  who  lay  beneath  his  cause  seven  people  have  told  it  me, 
thumb  so  much,  and  who  could  and  not  any  two  very  different. 
thrash  me  properly ;  I  seized  the  Two  or  three  bishops  and  archdea- 
•  chance  of  a  good  high  tide,  and  cons  (or  deacons  of  arches,  I  know 
gave  a  man  sixpence  to  help  me,  not  which,  at  any  rate  high  free 
and  warped  the  Rose  of  Devon  to  masons)  desired  to  know  some  little 
a  berth  where  she  could  float  and  more  about  a  man  in  their  jurisdic- 
swing,  and  nobody  come  a-nigh  her  tion  eminent  to  that  extent,  and 
without  a  boat  or  a  swimming-bout  equally  notorious.  They  meant  no 
Because  I  knew  from  so  many  folk  harm  at  all,  but  just  to  take  a  little 
what  a  fiend  I  had  to  deal  with,  and  feel  of  him.  Because  he  had  come 
that  his  first  resort  for  vengeance  to  visitation,  once  or  twice  when 
(haply  through  his  origin)  generally  summoned,  with  his  huntsman  and 
was  to  fire.  They  told  me  that  his  hounds,  and  himself  in  leathern 
when  he  condescended  to  do  duty  breeches.  There  must  have  been 
in  either  church — for  two  he  had,  something  amiss  in  this,  or  at  any 
as  I  may  have  said — all  the  farmers  rate  they  thought  so ;  and  his  lord- 
took  it  for  a  call  to  have  their  ricks  ship,  a  bishop  just  appointed,  made 
burned.  They  durst  not  stay  away  up  his  mind  to  tackle  him.  He 
from  church,  to  save  the  very  lives  came  in  a  coach-and-four,  and  wear- 
of  them,  nor  could  they  leave  their  ing  all  his  high  canonicals,  and  they 
wives  behind,  on  account  of  the  un-  managed  somehow  to  get  up  the 
clothed  people ;  all  they  could  hope  hill,  and  appear  at  Nympton  Rec- 
was  that  no  offence  had  come  from  tory.  Then  a  footman  struck  the 
their  premises,  since  last  service,  door  with  a  gold  stick  well  embossed  ; 
The  service  he  held  just  as  suited  and  he  struck  again,  and  he  struck 
his  mood  ;  sometimes  three  months,  again,  more  in  dudgeon  every  time. 
and  the  church-door  locked;  some-  Because  no  man  had  yet  been 
times  three  Sundays  one  after  the  seen,  nor  women  on  the  premises; 
other,  man,  woman,  and  child  de-  only  dogs  very  wild  and  mad,  but 
manded.  Whenever  this  happened,  kept  away  from  biting.  u  Strike 
the  congregation  knew  that  the  par-  again,"  said  his  lordship,  nodding 
ish  had  displeased  him,  and  that  he  under  his  wig,  with  some  courtesy ; 
wanted  them  all  in  churchy  while  "  we  must  never  be  impatient.  Jem- 
his  boy  was  at  the  stackyards.  He  my,  strike  again,  my  lad."  Jemmy 
never  deigned  to  preach,  but  made  struck  a  thundering  stroke,  and  out 
the  prayers  themselves  a  comedy,  came  Mrs.  Steelyard.  She  looked 
singing  them  up  to  the  clerk' s  at  them  all,  and  then  she  said,  with 
"  amen"  and  the  neigh  of  his  mare  her  eyes  full  on  the  Bishop's,  "  Are 
from  the  vestry.  you  robbers,  or  are  you    savages  V 

I  cannot  believe  even  half  that  I  My  master  in  that  state  and  you  do 
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this  !"  And  they  all  saw  that  she  into  the  coach  with  his  two  feet 
could  not  weep,  by  reason  of  too  foremost,  and  slammed  up  the  win- 
much  sorrow.  "  It  is  the  Lord  dows,  and  ordered  full  speed.  Then 
Bishop/'  said  the  footman,  keeping  Parson  Chowne  rose,  and  threw  off 
a  little  away  from  her.  "  Excellent  his  mask,  and  drew  back  the  win- 
female,"  began  his  Lordship,  spread-  dow-curtain,  and  sat  in  his  hunting- 
ing  his  hands  in  a  habit  learned  ac-  clothes,  and  watched  with  his  usual 
cording  to  his  duties,  '*  tell  your  bitter  smile  the  rapid  departure  of 
master  that  his  *  Jehoshaphat  wishes  his  foe.  And  he  had  the  bishop's 
to  see  him."  "Mr.  Jehoshaphat,"  apron  framed,  and  hung  it  in  the 
she  replied,  "you  are  just  in  time,  parsonage  hall,  from  a  red-deer's 
and  no  more  sir.  How  we  have  antlers,  with  the  name  and  date 
longed  for  a  minister !  You  are  just  below.  And  so  of  that  Bishop  he 
in  time  and  no  more,  sir.     Will  you  heard  no  more. 

have  the  kindness  to  come  this  Now  a  man  who  had  beaten  three  ' 
way,  and  to  step  as  quietly  as  you  bishops,  and  all  the  archdeacons  in 
can  ?"  His  Lordship  liked  not  the  the  country,  was  of  course  tenfold 
look  of  this ;  being,  however,  a  reso-  of  a  match  for  me  ;  and  when  he 
lute  man,  he  followed  the  stony  rode  down  smoothly  to  me,  as  he 
woman  up  the  staircase,  and  into  a  did  in  a  few  days'  time,  and  never 
bedroom  with  the  window-curtains  touched  on  our  little  skirmish,  ex- 
three  quarters  drawn.  And  here  he  cept  with  a  sort  of  playful  hit  (so 
found  a  pastille  burning,  and  a  lot  far  as  his  haughty  mind  could  play), 
of  medicine  bottles,  and  a  Bible  on  and  riding  another  horse  without  a 
the  table  open,  and  on  it  a  pair  word  about  the  mischief  which  his 
of  spectacles.  In  the  bed  lay  some  favourite  mare  had  taken,  and  de- 
one,  with  a  face  of  fire  heavily  manded,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  that 
blotched  with  bungs  of  black,  and  having  quitted  his  service  now,  I 
all  his  body  tossing  with  spasms  should  pay  back  seven-and-sixpence 
and  weak  groaning.  "  What  means  drawn  in  advance  for  wages,  I  was 
this  ?"  asked  his  Lordship,  drawing  obliged  to  touch  my  hat,  as  if  I  had 
considerably  nearer  to  the  door,  never  made  stroke  at  his,  or  put  my 
'*  Only  the  t  plague,"  said  the  stony  knee  upon  him.  He  had  flogged  me 
woman ;  "  he  was  took  with  it  yes-  to  such  purpose  that  I  ever  must  ad  - 
terday ;  doctor  says  he  may  last  two  mire  him  ;  for  the  flick  of  the  boat- 
hours  more  almost,  particular  if  he  swain's  lash  was  a  tickle  compared 
can  get  anybody  to  take  the  symp-  to  what  Chowne  took  out  of  me ; 
toms  off  him.  I  expect  to  be  down  and  if  I  roust  tell  the  whole  truth, 
with  it  some  time  to-night,  because  I  was  prouder  of  having  knocked 
I  feel  the  tingling.  But  your  High-  down  such  a  wonderful  man  than  of 
ness  will  stop  and  help  us."  "  I  all  of  my  victories  put  together.  But 
am  damned  if  I  will,"  cried  the  one  of  my  weak  and  unreasonable 
Bishop,  sinking  both  manners  and  views  of  life  is  this,  that  having 
dignity  in  the  violence  of  alarm  ;  thrashed  a  man,  I  feel  a  great  power 
and  he  ran  down  the  stairs  at  such  of  goodwill  to  him,  and  a  desire  to 
a  pace  that  his  apron-strings  burst,  give  him  quarter,  and  the  more  so 
and  he  left  it  behind,  and  he  jumped  the  less  he  cries  for  it. 

*  ?  Diocesan. 

t  There  are  several  entries  of  deaths  from  plague  in  parish  registers  of  North  De- 
von, circa  1790.  Perhaps  it  was  what  they  now  call  "black  fever,"  the  most  viru- 
lent form  of  typhus. 
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But,  on  the  whole  I  was  not  so  business  most  particular.      For,   of 

young,   after  all  that  was   said  by  course  (although,   in   the  hurry  of 

everybody,  as  to  imagine  for  a  mo-  things,  I  may  have  forgotten  to  men- 

ment  that  I  had  felt  the  last  of  him.  tion   it),    the  lovely   young    lady  •  I 

The  very  highest  in  the  land  had  ferried  across,  and    whose  name  I 

been    compelled    to    yield   to  him;  was  thrashed  so  for  not  betraying, 

as  when   he    turned  out  my   Lord  was  Captain  Drake's  sweetheart,  the 

G 's  horses  from  the  stabling  or-  ward  of  Sir  Philip. 

dered  at  Lord  G Ts  inn.     Would  One  of  the  most  hateful  things  in 

such  a  man  accept  defeat  from  a  Chowne  was,  that  he  never  did  any- 
crmzy  old  mariner  like  me  ?  Feeling  thing  in  the  good  old-fashioned  man- 
nay  danger,  and  meaning  never  to  ner,  unless  it  were  use  of  the  horse- 
knock  under  any  more,  I  refused,  whip.  And  it  now  rejoiced  my  heart 
as  a  matter  of  principle,  to  restore  almost  to  be  shown  into  a  fine  dark 
so  much  as  a  halfpenny ;  and  if  I  room,  by  the  side  of  good  long  pas- 
understand  law  at  all,  he  was  bound  sages,  with  a  footman  going  before' 
to  give  me  another  week's  wages,  in  me,  and  showing  legs  of  a  quite 
default  of  notice.  However,  I  could  superior  order,  and  then  under  my 
not  get  it ;  and  therefore  am  glad  to  instructions  boldly  throwing  an 
quit  such  trifles.  oaken  door  wide,   and  announcing, 

From  all  experience  it  was  known  "  Mr.  David  Llewellyn,  ma'am  !" 

that   this  man  never  hurried    ven-  For  though  I  had  left  Felix  Far- 

geance.     He  knew  that  he  was  sure  ley  behind,  from  a  sort  of  romantic 

to  get  it ;  and  he  liked  to  dwell  upon  bashf ulness,  I  had  seen  in  the  hall 

it,    thus    prolonging  his    enjoyment  a  coloured  gentleman,   who   seemed 

by   the  means  of  hope.      He  loved,  justly  popular;  therefore  I  had  just 

as  iu  the  case  of  that  unfortunate  dropped  a  hint    (not    meant  to  go 

Captain  Vellacott,   to    persuade  his  any  further)  concerning  my  risk  of 

enemies  that  he  had  forgiven,  or  at  life  and   fortitude  for  the  sake  of 

least  forgotten  them,   and    then   to  black  men.       And    this    made    the 

surprise  them,  and  laugh  to  himself  women  admire  me,  for  it  turned  out 

at  their  ignorance  of  his  nature.     So  that  this  worthy  negro  stood  high 

1  felt  pretty  sure  that  I  had  some  in  the  house,  and  had  saved  some 

time  till  my  life  would  be  in  dan-  cash.     The  room   which   I  entered 

ger.     For,   of  course,  he  knew  that  was  large  and  high,  with  an  amazing 

ray  ferry  business,  growing  in  profit  number  of  books  in  it,  and  smelling 

daily,  would  keep  me  within  his  reach  exceeding  learned.     And  there  in  a 

for  the  present,  over  and  above  the  deep  window   sat  the  young    lady, 

difficulty  of  getting  across  the  Ghan-  with  the  light  from  the  river  glanc- 

nel  now.      However,  he  began  upon  ing  on   the  bright  elegance  of  her 

me  sooner  than  I  expected,  on  ac-  hair.     And  when  she  rose  and  came 

count,  perhaps,  of  my  low  degree.  towards    me,    I    felt     uncommonly 

But    in    the    meanwhile,    feeling  proud  of  having  been  even  thrashed 

sure  that  I  could  not  stand  worse  for  her  sake:  nor  did  I  wonder  at 

with  him  than  I  did — desiring,  more-  Captain    Drake's    warm  manner  of 

over,  to  ease  my  conscience,  and  per-  proceeding,   or  at  Chowne' s  resolve 

haps  improve  my  income,  by  an  act  to  keep  so  jealous  a  watch  over  her. 

of   justice — I    crossed  the  river  to  Over  and  above  her  beauty,  which 

Xarnton   Court,  and  getting  among  was  no  business  of  mine,  of  course, 

the  servants  nicely,  sent  word  in  to  she  had  such  pretty  eyebrows,  and 

Miss  Isabel  Carey  that  the  old  ferry-  so  sweet  a  way  of  looking,  that  a 

man  begged  leave  to  see  her  upon  thrill  went  to  my  experienced  heart, 
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in  spite  of  all  experience ;  and  wo-  "  And  you  have  found  it  out,  as 

men  seemed  a  different  thing  from  feriyman  ?     How  clever  of  you,   to 

what  I  was  accustomed  to.  be  sure !     And  how  honest  to  come 

Therefore  I  left    her    to    begin ;  and  tell  me !       You    have    been  a 

while  I  made  bows,  and  felt  afraid  royal  sailor  V" 

of  giving  offence  by  gazing.  She,  "  In  the  Royal  Navy,  ma'am !  Our 
however,  put  me  at  my  ease  almost  captains  are  the .  most  noble  men, 
directly,  having  such  a  high-bred  so  brave,  and  glorious,  and  hand- 
way,  so  clarified  and  gentle,  that  I  some !  If  you  could  only  sec  one 
neither  could  be  distant  nor  familiar  of  them  1" 

with  her.     Only  to  be  quite  at  ease,  "  Perhaps  I  have,"  she  said,  under 

like,  respect,  and  love  her.     And  this  her  breath,  being  carried  away  by 

lady  was  only  about  seventeen !  It  is  my  description,  as  I  hoped  to  do  to 

wonderful  how  they  learn  so  much,  her ;  and  then  she  came  back  through 

I  need  not  follow  all   I  said,  or  a  shading  of  colours  to  herself,  and 

•even  what  she  said  to  me.     With-  looked  at  me,  as  if  to  say,    "  Have 

out  for  a  moment  sacrificing  my  true  you  detected  me  now  ?"     1  touched 

sense  of  dignity,  I  gave  her  to  under-  my  lock ;  and  by  no  means  seemed 

stand,  very  mildly,  that  I  had  seen  to  have  dreamed  a  suspicion  of  any- 

something,  and  had  taken  a  vague  thing. 

sense  of  its  import,  when  I  chanced  "  You  are  a  most  worthy  man," 
to  be  after  wild-ducks.  Also  that  she  said ;"  and  wonderfully  straight- 
strong  attempts  had  been  made  to  forward.  None  but  a  Royal  Navy 
set  me  spying  after  her,  and  that  I  sailor  could  have  behaved  so  nobly, 
might  have  yielded  to  them,  but  for  In  spite  of    all   the  bribes    offered 

my  own  lofty  sense  of  being  a  vie-   you " 

torious    veteran,    and    the    way   in  **  No,    no,'  no  1"     I   cried ;     "  no- 

which  I  was  conquered  by  her  ex-  thing  to  speak  of  !    nothing  to  speak 

tr a  ordinary  beauty.  of  !     What  is  a  guinea  and  a  half 

She    seemed    for    a    moment    to  a-week  when  it  touches  a  man's  in- 

doubt  how  far  I  should  have  touched  tegrity  ?" 

that  subject ;    and   if   I    had    only  "  Three  guineas  a-week  you  shall 

looked  up  she  would  have  rung  the  have  at  once ;  because  you  have  be- 

bell  decidedly.     But  I  bowed,  and  haved  so  nobly,    and    because  you 

kept    down    my   eyelashes ;    which  have   fought   for  your  country   so, 

were  grey  now,  and  helped  me  much  and  been  left  with  nothing  (I  think 

in  paying  innocent  compliments  to  you  said),  with  half  of  your  lungs 

every  kind  of  woman.     Even  in  the  quite    shot  away,    except  twopence 

bar  of  very  first-rate  public-houses  a-day  to  live  upon  1" 

have  I  been  pressed  to  take,  and  not  "  One    and    eightpence     farthing 

pay    for,    glasses    even    of    ancient  a-week,  my  lady ;  and  to  be  signed 

stingo,  because  of  the  way  I   have  by  a  clergyman ;   and  twenty -eight 

paid   respects,   and  looked  through  miles  to  walk  for  it." 

my  shadows  afterwards.     Therefore  "It  vexes    me    so  to   hear  such 

this  young    lady   said,     "  I  hardly  things.       Don't  tell   me  any    more 

know    what    to    do   or  say.        Mr.  of  it.      What  is  the  use  of  having 

Llewellyn,  it  is  a  strange  tale.     Why  money  except  for  the  people   who 

should  any  one  watch  me  ?"  want  it  ?    Mr.  Llewellvn,  you  must 

44  That  is  more    than  I  can   say,  try  not  to  be  offended, 

my  lady.       I   only  know   that  the  I  saw  that  there  was   something 

thing  is  done,  and  by  a  very  wicked  coming,  but  looked  very  grave  about 

man  indeed."  it      A  man  of  my  rank  and  mark 
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must  never  be  at  all  ready,  and  much  and  my  salary  of  course  to  run,  also 
less  eager,  to  lay  himself  under  any  how  the  lady  was  to  let  me  know 
form  of  trifling  obligation.  And  when  wanted,  and  I  to  tell  her  when 
thoroughly  as  she  had  won  me  over,  I  discovered  anything  suspicious. 
I  tried  very  hard  not  to  be  offended,  And  as  I  had  been  compelled  to  re- 
while  she  was  going  to  a  small  black  store  the  Parson's  gun  to  his  gun- 
desk.  If  she  had  come  thence  with  maker,  Miss  Carey  led  me  to  a  place 
a  guinea  or  two,  my  mind  was  made  you  might  almost  call  an  armoury, 
up  to  do  nothing  more  than  grace-  and  bade  me  choose  any  piece  I 
fully  wave  it  back  again,  and  show  liked,  and  her  own  maid  should 
myself  hurt  at  such  ignorance  of  me.  place  it  where  I  could  find  it  that 
But  now  when  she  came  with  a  £5  same  evening,  as  though  it  were  to 
note  (such  as  Sir  Philip  seemed  to  shoot  wild-fowl  for  them.  But  she 
keep  in  stock),  my  duty  to  Bardie  advised  me  on  no  account  to  have 
and  Bunny  rose  as  upright  as  could  be  any  talk  with  Nanette,  or  any  ser- 
before  my  eyes,  and  overpowered  all  vants  of  the  household,  whether 
selfish  niceties.  I  would  not  make  male  or  female,  not  only  because  of 
a  fuss  about  it,  less  I  might  hurt  the  wicked  reports  and  cruel  slan- 
her  feelings,  but  placed  it  in  my  ders  prevailing,  but  also  that  it 
pocket  with  a  bow  of  silent  grati-  might  not  be  known  how  I  was  to 
tude.  Perhaps  my  face  conveyed  act  in  her  interest.  And  then  hav- 
to  her  that  it  was  not  the  money  I  ing  ordered  me  a  good  hot  dinner  in 
cared  for  ;  only  to  do  what  was  just  the  butler's  pantry,  as  often  was 
and  right,  as  any  British  sailor  must  done  for  poor  people,  she  let  me 
when  delicately  handled.  Also  her  go  once,  and  then  called  me  back, 
confidence  in  me  was  so  thoroughly  and  said,  '*  Oh,  nothing ;"  and  then 
sweet  and  delicate,  that  I  felt  the  called  me  again,  and  said,  looking 
whole  of  my  heart  wrapped  up  in  steadily  out  of  the  window,  "  By 
saving  her  from  her  enemies.  We  tho  by,  I  have  quite  forgotten  to 
made  no  arrangements  about  it ;  but  say  that  there  is  a  boat  belonging  to 
I  went  into  her  service  bodily,  being  a  ship  commanded  by  a  son  of  Sir 
left  to  my  own  discretion,  as  seemed  Philip  Bampfylde,  a  white  boat, 
due  to  my  skill  and  experience.  I  with  three  oars  on  each  side,  and 
was  to  keep  the  ferry  going,  because  sometimes  an  officer  behind  them. 
of  the  opportunities,  as  well  as  to  If  they  should  happen  to  come  up 
lull  suspicion,  and  always  at  Hark  I  the  river,  or  to  go  ashore  upon  busi- 
was  bound  to  be  (according  to  my  ness  here,  you  need  not — I  mean, 
own  proposal)  near  the  river  front  you  will  quite  understand  that  no 
of  the  house,  to  watch  against  all  harm  whatever  is  intended  to  me, 
wicked  treachery.  And  especially  and  therefore  that  you  may — you 
if  a  spy  of  Chowne's  should  come  see  what  I  mean." 
sneaking  and  skulking  there,  whether  "  To  be  sure,  to  be  sure,  my  lady. 
in  a  boat  or  out  of  it,  I  gladly  volun-  Of  course  I  may  quit  my  duty  so 
teered  to  thrash  him  within  an  inch  long  as  there  is  a  man-of-war's  boat 
of  his  foul  base  life.  The  bad  man's  in  the  river ;  even  the  boldest  and 
name  never  passed  between  us ;  and  worst  of  men  would  venture  nothing 
indeed  I  may  say  that  the  lady  for-  against  you  then." 
bore  from  committing  herself  against  "  Quite  so,"  she  replied,  looking 
anybody,  so  that  I  was  surprised  to  bravely  round,  with  as  much  of 
find  such  wit  in  one  so  youthful.  pride  in  her  bright  blue  eyes  as  of 
We  settled  between  us  that  my  colour  on  her  soft  fresh  checks.  So 
duties  were  to  begin  that  very  day,  I  made  my  best  bow  and  departed.  . 
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Most  of    us  have    written    more  the  tables  and  the  arm-chairs    we 
than  once  in  our  school  copy-books,  use    all    day,    the    clock   upon  the 
"Habit    is     second    nature;"    but  mantelpiece, *  the  books  and  the  odd 
though  we  may    have    assiduously  things  that  lie  about, — all  these  arc 
inscribed  the  phrase  with    all  the  so  familiar  to  our  eyes  that  we  al- 
perfection  of    caligraphy  of    which  most  cease  to  see  them.  .  Our  habit 
we  then  were  capable — though  we  of  them  is  so  thorough  that  we  feel 
may  have  often    remembered    and  their  absence  even  more  than  their 
quoted  it  since — it  is  probable  that  presence;  for  most  of  us  are  more 
we  have  at  no  time  realised  either  its  struck  by  the  sudden  disappearance 
profound  truth  or  the  universality  of  from  its  accustomed  place  of  an  object 
its  application.     The  very    essence  which  we  have  long  seen  there,  than 
of  habit  is  to  blind  us  to  its  own  we  were,  until  that  moment,  by  the 
effects,  to  render  us  almost  uncon-  constant  sight  of  the  object  itself, 
scious   of  its   own  action,  to  divert  And  yet  this  sort  of  permanent  in- 
our   thoughts  from  the  subjects  to  difference  is  accompanied  by  an  un- 
which  it  most  applies.     The  stronger  dercurrent  of  singular  force,  the  very 
the  habits  we  have,  the  more  thor-  existence  of  which  is  scarcely  sus- 
oughly  we  live  in  and  with  them,  pec  ted  by  the  majority  of  men  and 
the  more  are  we  generally  obliged  women,  whatever  be  the  land  they 
to  make  an  effort  to  remember  their  live    in.     That    undercurrent  is   si- 
existence.     Certain  of  them  appear,  lently   produced    in   our  minds    by 
indeed,   to   escape    our    observation  incessant  contact  with  certain  forms 
altogether ;  they  have  so  absolutely  and  certain   colours ;  and,  however 
become  u  second  nature,"  that,  with  ignorant  we  may  be  of  its  operation, 
the  ignorance  of  ourselves  which  so  it  works   steadily   away  below  the 
humiliatingly  distinguishes   human-  surface  of  our  observation,  and  crc- 
ity,  we  cease  to  be  able  to  detect  atcs  in  us,  without  our  knowing  any- 
their  presence  unless  we  are  aided  to  thing  about  it,  what  we  call  our  taste, 
do  so  by  witnesses  more  impartial  TaMe  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be 
than  ourselves.     And  this  habit  of  a    natural    faculty ;    its    manifesta- 
our  habits,  this  custom  of  our  cus-  tions    have    varied    so    utterly,    its 
toms,    this     incapacity     of    exactly  theories    have    beon    so    contradic- 
appreciating  our  manners  and  our  tor}-,   it  has    always    been    so    un- 
surroundings  of  every  day  and  every  equally   developed    and    distributed 
hour,   this  necessity  for  making  a  amongst  the  different  races  of  man- 
mental  effort  before  we  can  precisely  kind,  it  is  so  clearly  a  fruit  of  habit 
judge  of  the  extent  and  the  effect  and  education,  that  we  are  justified 
of  influences  whose  very  perpetuity  in  regarding  it  as  an  acquired  and 
leads  us  to  forget  them,  are  in  no  not  as  an  inherent  power  of  our  in- 
way  limited  to  our  personal  ways  or  telligence.     Almost  every  one  of  the 
acts ;   they  apply  with   equal  foroe  nations  of  antiquity  created  a  type  of 
to    the    material    objects    amongst  taste  for  its  own  use,  a  type  which 
which  our  life  is  passed.     The  walls  apparently    grew     slowly     through 
of  the  room  in  which  we  sit,   the  the  stages  of  perfection   which    the 
pictures  that  hang  upon  those  walls,  improving  capacities  of   its  authors 
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successively  reached,  and  then  faded  ing  powers  have  nothing  whatever 
away   and   was  replaced    by   some-  to  do  with  it ;  it  cannot  be  acquired 
thing  else.     Of  all  the  products  of  from  books  ;  it  is  guided  by  no  ab- 
ancient  taste  we  have  retained  the  solute  or  durable  laws,  for  it  is  but 
power  of  admiring  only  two— Greek  the  temporary  expression  of  what 
architecture     and     Greek     statues,  we  like  because  we  are  accustomed 
Assyrian  bulls  with  plaited  beards,  to  it     Such  a  definition  may  seem 
Babylonian  lions  with  wings,  Egyp-  sacrilegious  to  persons  who  regard 
tian   sphinxes,   are    examples  of    a  taste   as    an    abstract    and    eternal 
taste  which  we  have  lost  the  possi-  quality,  essentially  true  and  absolute 
bility  of    appreciating;   our  educa-  in   itself;    but,    without  going  into 
tion  has  set  before  us  other  realisa-  the  question   whether    there   really 
dons  of  the  idea  of  beauty,  and  we  be,    or  can  be,  any   such   thing  as 
are  now  unable   to  recognise  either  unchanging  truth  in  a  feeling  whose 
charm  or  truth  in  types  which  once  whole  essence  is  to  vary  under  the 
were  evidently  regarded  as  the  high-  influences  to  which  it  may  be  suc- 
est  expression  of  the  then  existing  cessively  subjected,  it  will  probably 
laws  of  both.     The  people  of  Nine-  be    acknowledged,    without    discus- 
veh  and  of  Thebes  must  have  learnt  sion,  that  the  application  of  taste  to 
to  cherish  certain   forms  solely  be-  the    limited    class   of    work    which 
cause  those  forms  were  set  before  forms  the  object  of  this  article — to 
them   for  daily  contemplation,  and  furniture — is  necessarily  as    shifty 
because  they  slowly  acquired  a  habit  as  are  the  waves  of  the  sea.     There 
of  particular  lines  and  colours  which  arc,  indeed,  some  few  seemingly  con- 
by  sheer  force  of  contact  impressed  stant  laws  which  may  appear  not  to 
themselves  indelibly  on  their  mem-  change ;   curved  lines,  for  instance, 
ory,  acquired  the  strength  of  a  con-  look    more  graceful    than    straight 
vie  tion,  and  so  directed  their  national*  ones;    the   paler  tints   blend   more 
taste  in  a  uniform  direction.     They,  harmoniously    than    vivid    colours ; 
like  ourselves,  were  just  as  capable  but  these  apparent  principles  may, 
of  admiration  for  any  other  shape  as  after  all,  be  but  transitory  like  the 
for    the  special   shape  they  chose ;  rest ;  for  who  shall  venture  to  assert 
the  slow  march  of  habit,  with  its  that  straight  lines  and  contrasts  of 
insidious   influences,  led  them  in  a  resplendent  hues  never  have  been  or 
certain    direction,   and  they  finally  never  will  be  adopted  as  the  highest 
reached  their  apogee  of  expression  expression  of  taste  ?    Surely  the  wis- 
in  the  form  of  imaginary  wild  beasts,  est  and  most  honest  interpretation 
to  which  we  in  our  time  have  grown  of  the  word  is  to  admit  that  it  only 
unfit  to  accord  any  other  merit  than  expresses  a  preference,  which  exists 
that  of  a  certain  massive  grandeur.  to-day,   which    was  not    yesterday, 
The  same  road  which  led  our  pre-  and  may  no  longer  be  to-morrow, 
decessors    to  mythological  animals  Art,  abstract  art,  is  perhaps  control- 
has  led  ourselves  to  very  difierent  led  by  eternal  laws,  but  the  same 
convictions    on    the    subject;    but  cannot  anyhow  be  said  of  fugitive 
habit  is  our  master  as  it  was  theirs,  evanescent  taste. 
and  we  are  forced  to  recognise  that,  But,  if   we  accept  this  meaning, 
however  changed  be  the  result,  it  is  and  if,  furthermore,  we  acknowledge 
reached  in  both  cases  by  the  self-  that  the  essentially  transitory  liking 
same  path,  by  the  self -same  action  of  known  as  "  taste"  results  solely  from 
contact    and  of    vision.      Taste   in  a  temporary  habit  of  certain  types 
shapes  and  colours   can  be  learnt  and  shapes  and    shades,  we  reach 
through  the  eye  alone;  the  reason-  another  question,  and  are  forced  to 
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ask  ourselves  howit  is  that  the  very  acquired  the  position  of  a  leader  of 
objects  which  thus  form  our  taste  current  taste,  and  which  therefore 
are  themselves  perpetually  changing,  offers  remarkable  facilities  for  an 
so  producing  a  corresponding  modi-  examination  of  the  results  produced 
fication  in  our  taste  as  well  ?  The  in  our  daily  life  by  the  influence  of 
answer  evidently  is,  that  two  widely-  that  sentiment ;  or,  to  speak  with 
different  fancies,  taste  and  fashion,  more  critical  exactness,  by  the  in- 
have  unhappily  grown  to  be  almost  fluence  of  the  surrounding  objects 
synonymous  ;  and  that,  for  many  amongst  which  our  life  is  spent 
centuries,  taste  has  been  a  mere  Since  Louis  Quatorze,  France  has 
slave  of  fashion,  and  has  been  drag-  shown  us  five  distinctly-marked 
ged  in  its  trail  wherever  fashion  periods  of  fashion.  We  may  count 
chose  to  lead  it  Abstractedly,  no-  Louis  'XV.  and  Louis  XVI.  as  one, 
thing  can  be  more  false  or  more  de-  for  the  difference  between  the  pro- 
plorable  than  this  confusion  of  two  ducts  of  the  two  reigns  is  scarcely 
ideas  which  have  no  necessary  con-  striking  enough  to  justify  their  being 
nection  with  each  other ;  but,  prac-»  separately  classed.  The  Directory 
tically,  especially  in  modern  times,  introduced  a  totally  new  type,  which, 
fashion  has  always  imposed  its  will  though  it  did  not  exercise  any  per- 
with  such  relentless  vigour,  that  manent  influence  on  ideas,  at  all 
taste  has  been  reduced  to  play  a  events  indicated  the  point  of  rupture 
part  of  almost  passive  obedience,  between  the  taste  of  the  eighteenth 
scarcely  daring  to  put  in  a  timid  and  nineteenth  centuries.  Then 
protest,  now  and  then  against  the  came  the  Empire,  the  Restoration, 
outrages  to  which  fashion  has  so  and  the  Second  Empire,  each  bring- 
frequently  subjected  it.  The  mass  ing  its  special  models  and  its  special 
of  us,  especially  women,  tacitly  at-  school.  Of  these  five  epochs,  two 
tach  the  merit  of  attractiveness  to  •  only,  however,  have  presented  a 
everything  that  is,  for  the  moment,  vivid  character  of  their  own ;  the 
fashionable,  forgetting  that  the  new  First  Empire  was  all  Roman,  the 
object,  whatever  it  be,  has  in  no  Second  Empire  was  all  Utilitarian; 
way  been  created  to  satisfy  what  the  first  reflected  the  sympathies  for 
we  suppose  to  be  the  real  laws  of  Caesar  which  filled  the  master's 
taste  (if  indeed  there  be  any  such  head ;  the  second  exhibited  the  love 
at  all),  but  solely  to  stimulate  trade  of  material  comfort  which  filled  the 
by  pushing  aside  previous  models  people's  heart  The  men  of  Auster- 
and  introducing  new  ones.  As  so-  litz  sat  at  home  in  straight,  square- 
ciety  is  now  constituted,  we  rarely  backed  wooden  chairs,  ornamented 
seek  to  form  any  tastes  whatever  with  bronze  dragons  or  copper  eagles, 
for  ourselves ;  we  generally  take  which  were  abominably  disagreeable 
them  ready-made  from  the  uphol-  and,  according  to  our  actual  theories, 
sterer,  the  dressmaker,  the  tailor  outrageously  ugly  too.  The  present 
and  the  modiste,  who  naturally  generation,  on  the  contrary,  has  been 
keep  on  modifying  them  as  rapidly  supplied  with  such  incredibly  agree- 
as  possible,  because  it  is  their  in-  able  fauteuili,  so  well  wadded,  so 
terest  to  do  so,  without  feeling  the  exactly  calculated  to  receive  the 
slightest  responsibility  for  the  effect  hollow  of  the  back,  that  it  is  diffi- 
which  they  are  producing  on  con-  cult  to  imagine  how  future  manu- 
temporaneous  habits,  and,  cons*-  facturers  are  to  surpass  their  merit 
quently,  on  contemporaneous  taste.  We  have  here  an  advantage  which 
These  changes  originate  especially  the  history  of  the  fluctuations  of 
in  France,  which  has  thus  gradually  taste  but  rarely  affords  us ;  we  are 
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able  to  recognise  with  precision  the  "  comfort,"  in  its  largest  sense,  is 
cause  of  the  tendencies  which  sprang  evidently  the  destination  of  modern 
up  during  the  two  Empires,  just  as  furniture.  But  the  French  of  the 
we  know  that  the  famous  Isabelle  Second  Empire  were  not  content 
yellow  came  into  fashion*  at  the  with  fitness :  they  wanted  something 
commencement  of  the  seventeenth  else  beside ;  that  something  else  was 
century,  in  imitation  of  the  colour  glitter ;  and  it  is  because  they  have 
of  the  innermost  garment  of  Isa-  called  for  that,  as  well  as  comfort, 
belle  of  Austria,  daughter  of  Philip  that  their  movement  has  gone  wrong. 
IL,  who  vowed  that  she  would  The  worship  of  material  satisfac- 
not  change  her  linen  until  Ostend  tions  is  not  limited  in  France  to 
was  taken,  and  had  to  wait  three  the  men  of  Belleville  and  their 
years  for  that  event.  The  pursuit  Communistic  fellow-citizens  in  other 
of  ease  and  of  satisfaction  of  the  towns  than  Paris.  It  exists  as 
body  being  the  main  agent  which  really  amongst  the  middle  and 
has  brought  about  the  type  of  fur-  upper  classes  as  amongst  discon- 
nishing  which  at  this  moment  pre-  tented  workmen.  Everywhere,  with 
vails  in  France,  we  naturally  find  rare  exceptions,  the  object  is  to 
an  intimate  correlation  between  the  attain  enjoyment  from  exterior 
habits  of  our  generation  and  the  sources.  Theproletairs  dreams  of  it 
upholstery  which  it  employs.  The  in  the  shape  of  warm  clothes,  good 
demand  has  created  the  supply,  and  dinners,  and  blue  wine,  possessed 
the  supply  reacts  upon  and  strength-  without  the  pain  of  labouring  to 
ens  the  demand,  The  case  is  sot  »  earn  them :  the  people  above  him 
one  in  which  manufacturers  alone  call  for  it  not  only  in  thorough 
have  judged  what  they  would  offer  comfort,  but  also  in  the  form  of 
for  consumption;  consumers  them-  gilded  walls,  and  painted  ceilings, 
selves,  contrarily  to  their  ordinary  and  satin  curtains,  and  countless 
habits,  have  indicated  what  they  looking-glasses,  and  all  the  other 
wanted,  in  general  terms  at  least,  brilliancies  in  which  the  taste  of 
and  the  action  of  the  tapmier  and  the  last  twenty  years  has  revelled. 
the  tbenute  has  been  limited  to  the  The  objection  to  this  disposition  is 
development  and  variation  of  details,  not  that  it  is  false  in  itself — for 
The  public  has  shown  in  this  an  if  it  be  right  to  regard  all  manifes- 
initiative  of  which  there  are  few  tations  of  taste  as  mere  passing  pre- 
examples,  and,  in  principle,  it  de-  ferences,  each  of  those  manifesta- 
scrves  encouragement  and  praise  for  tions  is  true  so  long  as  it  lasts  — 
meting  for  itself,  instead  of  blindly  but  that  it  has  raised  matter  to  the 
adopting  what  its  habitual  purveyors  same  height  as  form,  and  has  re- 
offered  it;  but  the  effort  has  been  newed  in  the  nineteenth  century 
made  with  accompanying  conditions  the  old  Byzantine  folly  of  measuring 
which  deprive  it  of  half  its  merit  the  merit  of  an  object  by  its  intrinsic 
If  the  French  public  had  simply  value.  It  was  an  enormous  pro- 
said,  let  us  have  chairs  and  tables  gross  to  have  called  for  comfort  and 
and  other  necessaries,  conceived  and  for  exact  suitableness  for  special 
executed  in  the  fittest  form  for  the  uses  in  all  the  utensils  we  employ ; 
use  and  service  which  they  have  to  but  it  was  an  equally  enormous 
render,  there  would  have  been  no  error  to  have  simultaneously  re- 
fault  to  find ;  for  the  highest  quality  quired  gold  and  splendour,  which 
of  a  material  object ;  whatever  it  be,  represent  absolutely  nothing  but 
is  to  be  absolutely  fit  for  its  destina-  money,  in  no  way  contribute  to 
tion,  and  the  realisation  of  the  word  render  home  attributes  more  adapt- 
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able  to  their  real  purposes,  rarely  character.  Constant  contact  with 
produce  any  satisfaction  to  the  eye  exaggerated  brightness  leads  weak 
beyond  the  doubtful  attraction  of  minds — the  mass  of  minds  are  weak 
bright  light  and  vivid  colour,  and  — to  a  final  incapacity  of  supporting 
incontestably  swell  up  the  vanity  of  the  calm  and  relatively  colourless 
the  owner.  There  are,  however,  aspect  of  ordinary  homes.  To  such 
people  who  honestly  like  to  live  in  minds  the  absence  of  gilding  ends 
over-shining  rooms ;  and  though  we  by  becoming  synonymous  with  the 
may  think  them  wrong,  both  in  presence  of  gloom ;  excessive  use  of 
morals  and  in  art,  we  have  no  right  light  and  colour  produces  on  them 
to  condemn  them  for  their  taste,  a  moral  effect  analogous  to  the  mo- 
One  person  may  have  irresistible  montary  blindness  which  we  experi- 
proclivities  towards  the  glow  of  ence  after  staring  at  the  sun ;  they 
polished  gold  and  the  glare  of  scarlet  lose  the  faculty  of  appreciating 
— another,  towards  cold  grey  tin  and  shades,  and  unconsciously  crave  for 
white  deal  planks ;  and  yet  each  tout  ee  qui  brille.  And  yet,  true  as 
may  be  intensely  truthful  in  his  this  is  in  principle,  exact  as  it  is  in 
preference.  Practical  philosophy  its  general  application,  there  is  in 
teaches  us  that"lo  beau  est  ce  qui  France^  a  resolute  minority  which  pro- 
plait  ;"  and  though  Jouffroy,  in  imi-  tests  against  the  abuse  of  white,  red, 
tation  of  Plato,  pretends  that  beauty  and  gold,  and  their  concomitants, 
lies  solely  in  expression  and  in  truth,  which  has  come  in  with  such  a  rush 
in  the  manifestation  of  the  invisible  since  1852.  This  minority  includes 
by  the  visible,  of  the  higher  senti-  the  thinkers,  and  the  artists,  and  the 
ments  of  the  soul  by  corporeal  form,  poets,  or,  at  all  events,  the  people 
he  has  not  succeeded  in  inducing  the  who  describe  themselves  by  these 
men  and  women  of  France  to  admit  three  designations ;  and  it  angrily 
any  other  theory  of  beauty  than  complains  of  the  harm  done  to  the 
that  of  pure  personal  liking.  The  younger  members  of  the  generation 
abstract  science  for  which  Baum-  by  the  lamentable  art-teaching  to 
garten  invented  the  title  of  ^Esthetics  which  they  are  subjected.  The 
will  never  become  popular,  in  our  majority  replies  that  the  first  duty 
time  at  least  People  will  go  on  of  indoor  life  is  to  attract,  no  mat- 
listening  to  their  eyes  and  to  their  ter  how ;  that  the  struggle  between 
hearts,  and  will  always  be  right  outdoor  temptations  and  home  joys 
when  they  say,  "I  like  because  I  has  grown  into  one  of  the  great 
like."  But  though  it  is  therefore  social  difficulties  of  our  time;  that 
fair  to  recognise  that,  so  far  as  taste  women  are  waking  up  more  and 
is  concerned,  the  defenders  of  gor-  more  to  an  appreciation  of  the  fact, 
geous  decoration  may  be  as  abso-  that  they  are  fighting  with  the  outer 
lutely  convinced  that  they  are  world  for  the  control  of  men ;  that 
light  as  others  are  that  they  are  society,  as  it  is  now  composed,  can 
wrong,  their  position  is  open  to  only  be  held  together  by  the  bribe 
attack  on  other  and  more  important  of  perpetual  excitement ;  and  that 
grounds.  the  rooms  which  receive  society,  the 
Here  we  must  revert  to  the  influ-  chairs  in  which  women  sit,  the 
ence  of  habit  which  was  alluded  to  dinner  -  tables  at  which  men  eat, 
just  now,  for  it  is  precisely  the  ought  all  to  contribute,  in  the  high- 
general  employment  of  over-splend-  est  measure  of  which  they  are  cap- 
our  which  has  generated;  in  a  certain  able,  to  the  one  essential  object  of 
<*lass  of  French  society,  artificial  attraction.  In  this  sense,  walls  and 
necessities  of   the  most   damaging  furniture  are  regarded  as  a  frame 
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which  improves  a  picture.  The  argu-  desired.     The  forms  may  be  almost 
merit  is  specious :  in  another  form,  in-  the  same  as  we  see  elsewhere,  for 
deed,  it  represents  a  most  important  shape  has  now  attained  in  Paris  a 
troth,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see ;  but,  perfection   so  nearly  absolute,  that 
put  in  this  shape,  it  is  altogether  be-  the     most     exorbitant    critics    can 
side  the  question.     In  reality — and  scarcely  improve  it.     But  form,  ad- 
no  practised  observer  of  French  life,  mirable  as  it  may  be,  does  not  suf- 
or,  at  all  events,  of  Paris  life,  will  say  fice  alone :  it  needs  selected  colour 
the  contrary — the  result  ordinarily  to  set  it  off;   and,  if  it  were  not 
sought  for  in  the  organisation  of  a  absurd  to  say  so  in  talking  about 
drawing-room  is,  not  to  win  others  to  furniture,  it  might  almost  be  added 
it,  but  to  achieve  a  brilliancy  which  that  it  needs  expression  to  give  it 
satisfies  the  vanity  of  its  occupant,  life.     Form,  colour,  and  expression, 
That  is  where  the  harm  is  done;  the  three  elements  of  beauty,   are 
that  is  where  the  unceasing  glorifi-  not  solely  the  attributes  of  men  and 
cation   of  show  tells  its  own  tale,  women;    animals,   and    even  inani- 
and  works  out  its  consequence ;    it  mate  things,  may  also  possess  them  ; 
all  is  vanity.     What  other  meaning  But  though  many  of  us  may  be  dis- 
can   it  have  ?    Who  can  urge  that  posed  to  avow  that  there  is  expres- 
constant  excessive  brightness  brings  sion,  as  well  as  form  and  colour,  in 
no    fatigue,   and    that    the    eye   is  a  violet  or  a  rose,  it  would  be  some- 
always  satisfied  to  gaze  on  luminous  what,  extravagant  to    suggest    that 
colour  and  coruscating  lustre  ?    Who  furniture  may  possess  it  too.     And 
of  us  would  choose,  of  his  own  free  vet,  when   we  look    round    certain 
will,  to  sit  night  after  night,  amidst  nouses,  does  it  not  almost  seem  as  if 
a  hundred  candles,    reflected  from  the  objects  in  them  have  natures  of 
mirrors  at  every  angle,    surrounded  their  own?    Their  unity  of  tone  is 
by  universal  crimson  standing  out  on  so  thorough,  they  present  such  evi- 
dazzling  white?    That  is  not  what  dences  of  subtle  fancy,  that  they 
our   natures  need;   our  real  wants  appear  to  have  acquired  character 
are  of  a  very  different  kind.     Ex-  and  meaning.     Of  course  they  mani- 
ceptionally,  and  for  the  same  reason  fest  the  ruling  taste  of  our  time ;  but, 
which  sometimes  leads  us  to  look  at  with  it,  there  is  something  else  and 
fireworks,  we  may  find  pleasure  in  something  more,  something  that  re- 
gilt  and  blaze  ;  but  we  weary  of  them  veals  individual  thought  and  gives 
fast)    and     cannot    force    ourselves  almost  vitality.     In  this  dining-room 
to  accept  them   as  ordinary  home  there  is  an  atmosphere  which  wc 
companions.      And    yet,    in     most  do  not  often  breathe  elsewhere.     All 
French  houses  of  the  better  sort,  is  dark-brown  cloth  and  ebony ;  but 
they  glare  at  us  with  pitiless  perse-  the  weakened  daylight  which  strug- 
verance,  not  for  our  joy,  but  for  the  gles  in  through  the  heavy  curtains 
master's.  finds  resting-places  and  mark-points 
It  is   indeed  refreshing   to  turn  on  the  angles  of    the    old  faience 
aside  from  this  too  sparkling  current  which  stands  upon  the  dresser,  on 
into  certain  rooms  where  something  the  steel  hinges  of  the  sideboards, 
else  than  vanity  has  been  at  work ;  and  flickers  vaguely  on  the  yellow 
where  every  colour  employed  sug-  and  dull  blue  of  the  hanging  lamp, 
gests  the  thought  of  harmony  and  re-  Brown  walls  set  in  black  beading 
pose  which  guided  its  author's  choice;  frame  in  the  room,  and  lend  their 
where  every  material  is  in  its  place ;  aid  to  its  austere  but  grand  effect. 
where  grace,  fitness,  and,  above  all,  The  drawing-rooms  are  painted  in  a 
personal  expression,  are  the  results  tint  which  the  catalogues  of  colour 
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do  not  define— something  between  a  tissue,  of  the  incredible  effect  of 
fading  China  rose  and  half-ripe  In-  delicacy  and  thorough  feminine  ele- 
dian  corn.  Narrow  bands  of  faint  gance  which  it  sheds  around.  The 
pearl-grey  surround  each  panel,  and  room  is  filled  with  a  vague  floating 
here  and  there  a  thin  line  of  gold  perfume  of  charm  and  grace ;  its 
relieves  the  gentleness  of  tone.  Chairs  every  detail  is  combined  to  aid  and 
of  varied  shapes,  all  made  for  comfort  sustain  the  almost  fairy  aspect  it 
and  suited  to  the  position  which  presents.  The  bed  is  shrouded  in 
each  sitter  may  wish  to  take,  stand  thickly-wadded  satin  curtains,  in- 
about  in  pleasant  irregularity.  They  side  which  hang  others  made  of 
are  clothed  in  different  stuffs  of  all  muslin  so  va porously  filmy  that  its 
the  finer  sorts,  so  that  the  varying  folds  seem  almost  mist;  the  cover- 
sheen  of  damask,  silks,  and  satins  let,  which  hides  the  lace-trimmed 
may  prevent  the  uniformity  of  one  sheets  and  pillows,  is  in  blue  satin 
material ;  they  are  embroidered  with  lined  with  eider  down,  and  covered 
fantastic  flowers  of  every  hue,  but  with  the  same  veil  of  floating  white, 
calculated  so  that  each  shall  mingle  hanging  down  in  a  deep  flounce 
with  and  neutralise  the  other,  the  ob-  over  the  woodwork  of  the  bed. 
ject  being  to  subordinate  each  part  The  toilette-table  13  the  same — a 
to  the  whole  effect  As  the  French  nestling  maze  of  transparency  and 
say,  "  nothing  screams/'  for  all  fits  lace,  with  blue  beneath,  and  knots 
well  together.  And  plants  with  and  streamers  of  mingled  satin  and 
variegated  leaves,  and  books  whose  velvet  round.  On  the  chimney- 
very  binding  has  been  calculated  piece  stand  a  clock  and  candlesticks 
for  the  place  it  has  to  occupy,  and  of  Sevres  china.  The  piano  is  in  pale 
the  thousand  trifles  which  lie  about,  hois  de  rose  (not  rosewood,  which 
and  the  work-basket  from  which  is  a  very  different  substance),  inlaid 
skeins  of  wool  are  cunningly  allowed  with  plates  of  painted  Sevres  to 
to  overflow,  because  their  colours  will  match.  At  night  light  comes  from 
serve  a  purpose,  and  the  laced  hand-  above,  where  hangs  a  lamp,  of 
kerchief,  left  trailing  there  in  the  Sevres  again.  In  our  day,  with  our 
angle  of  a  sofa,  in  order  to  light  up  by  actual  ideas  and  actual  wants,  such 
its  whiteness  a  too  dark  corner — all  rooms  as  these  are  typical ;  they  re- 
these  things  show  thought,  all  are  present  the  highest  form  of  realisa- 
contrived  with  skill  and  art,  with  tion  of  modern  taste  without  its 
the  one  object  of  creating  a  thor-  faults,  or  rather,  with  as  little  of 
oughly  charming  room,  where  the  them  as  is  consistent  with  the^ex- 
hanalite  of  to-day  has  never  entered,  penditure  of  so  much  money  and 
but  where  the  mistress  asserts  herself  so  much  thought  In  these  rare 
in  her  own  handiwork.  Now  go  cases,  vanity  seeks  for  another  satis- 
to  the  bedroom,  and  from  the  door-  faction  than  that  of  glare,  but  van- 
way  absorb  it  with  your  eyes,  for  ity  is  at  the  bottom  all  the  same; 
never  have  you  seen  a  picture  moro  the  only  difference  is  that  it  is  ac- 
complete.  The  walls,  the  hangings,  companied  by  a  true  sense  of  art 
and  the  seats,  are  all  in  pale-blue  Bright  or  graceful  furnishing  being 
satin  (she  is  fair),  edged  sparingly  a  monopoly  of  the  rich — that  is  to 
with  velvet  of  the  same  shade,  and  say,  of  a  few  thousand  families  in 
embroidered  daintily  with  pale  moss-  France — it  follows  that  all  these  con- 
rose  buds,  swathed  in  still  paler  siderations  are  true  of  those  families 
yellow  leaves.  But  this  description,  alone,  and  that  they  have  scarcely 
though  exact,  gives  no  idea  of  the  any  application  to  the  mass  of  the 
effect  produced  by  that  wondrous  population.  The  habit  of  poverty  and 
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simplicity  renders  it  relatively  easy  subject,  and  show  us  marked  tend- 
to  dispense  with  elegance ;  for  though  encies  and  manners  accompanying  a 
there  are  certain  natures  which  in-  marked    class  of   furniture.     It  is, 
stinctively  pine  after  it  though  they  however,  just  to  add  that  the  sudden 
have  never  possessed  it,  the  rule  in-  collateral    development    during  the 
contestably  is  that  in  this,  as  in  so  last  twenty  years  of  much  vanity  and 
many  other  things,  '*  Tapp6tit  vient  much  gilding — taking  gilding  as  the 
en  mangeant ;"  contact  with   pretty  type  of  the  entire  movement — has 
objects  teaches  us  to  like  them.    Here  certainly  been  aided  by  the  rapid  pro- 
again  habits  produces  its  effect     But  gress  which  has  simultaneously  occur- 
this  same  habit  which  in  the  one  case,  red  in  the  upholsterer's  art  and  means 
raises  the  level.of  needs,  and  with  it  of    action.       Universal    exhibitions 
the    faculty  of    appreciating  every-  and  what    is    called    industrial    art 
thing  which  satisfies  those  needs,  pro-  came  in  with  the    Second  Empire, 
duces,  in  the  other  case,  an  exactly  op-  just  at  the  moment  when  quickly  - 
posite  effect,  for  it  aids  to  maintain  un-  acquired  fortunes  called  for  material 
diminished  the  roughness  of  life  and  enjoyments  :     demand    and    supply 
manner  which  is  generally  coupled  arose  together.     This  part  of  the  sub- 
with    roughness    of    home   fittings,  ject  merits  consideration. 
It  is  needless  to  consider  here  which  Before  1851  French  furniture  had 
of  the  two  is  the  cause  of  the  other  ;  attained  the    reputation     of    being 
that  question  is  outside  our  present  superior,  both  in  design  and  execu- 
subject :  but  it  is  certain  that  where-  tion,  to  that  of  all  other  countries. 
as  delicate  surroundings  conduce  to  An    important   witness,   M.  (Echel- 
delicate  ways  and  movements,  coarse  hauser,   representative  of   the  Zoll- 
fumiture  contributes  to  coarse  habits,  verein,    said  in    his   report    on    the 
Here  it  is  that  we  detect  the  secret  first  London  Exhibition,  that   "the 
influence  of  furniture  on  home  life,  opinion  of  all  connoisseurs  recognises 
A  man   smokes  his  pipe  in  a  hovel  unanimously  and  formally  that  the 
and  spits  upon  the  earthen  floor  ;  but  French  are  victors  in  this  competi- 
something  would  prevent  him  from  tion.     Purity  of    tone,   harmony  of 
doing  either  in  a  carpeted  drawing-  composition   and    ornament,    choice 
room.    Travellers  sometimes  lie  down  of  materials,  of  colour,  and  of  the 
upon  the  dining-table  in  a  roadside  special  qualities  of  each  article  of 
wmetshop ;    but    the    same    people  furniture,  suitability  of  style  to  the 
would  act  otherwise  in  a  Paris  ap-  destination    in    view,    incomparable 
partement.  Amongst  all  the  peasantry  ability  in  workmanship  as  regards 
of  Europe  tidy  cottages  arc  signs  of  both    carpentry    and     sculpture,    a 
improving  manners  and  of  growing  happy    disposition     of     decoration 
gentleness  of  thought :  and,  whether  which    avoids    excess,   original    in- 
it  be  as  a  cause  or  as  a  consequence,  spiration — all  these  qualities  united, 
furniture    marches     upwards    with  make  the  section  of  French  furni- 
education.       This  fact,  however,  is  ture  one  of  the  most  striking  in  the 
general,  not  national ;  it  exists  every-  Exhibition."       It    must    be    owned 
where,  and    is  no  more   special    to  that  such   a  position  as  is  here  de- 
France  than  it  is  to  England  or  to  scribed  supplied  a  vigorous  point  of 
any  other  country.     It  is  not  amongst  departure  for  the  creations  of  the 
the  French  poorer  classes  that  we  Second  Empire.     At  the  Paris  Show 
find  any  peculiar  results  or  any  local  of  1855  the  success  of  France  was 
influences  produced  by  the  habit  of  still  more  evident;  it  was  attested 
particular    objects  ;  the    rich    alone  by  singular  purity  and  simplicity  of 
supply  a  field  of  observation  on  the  forms,  by  the  growing  abandonment 
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of  purposeless  ornamentation,  by  applications,  which  rendered  it  so 
the  increased  use  of  animals,  birds,  easy  to  employ  metals  for  certain 
flowers,  and  other  nature-subjects,  indoor  purposes ;  and  with  them 
for  the  sculptured  details,  in  place  of  came  those  wondrous  imitations  of 
Oariatides  and  so-called  classic  de-  old  French  and  Italian  earthenware 
signs  ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  strict  which  have  raised  French  products 
appropriation  of  each  object  to  the  even  higher  than  those  of  Minton. 
use  for  which  it  was  designed.  With  such  an  abundance  of  mate- 
Delicacy  and  graced  easy  and  con-  rials,  and  with  an  equally  abundant 
vcnient  usage,  a  constantly-incrcas-  call  for  new  furniture  suited  to  the 
ing  choice  of  woods  and  stuffs,  were  new  tastes  which  had  sprung  up,  it 
the  striking  features  of  the  second  is  not  strange  that  the  Second  Em- 
Exposition.  Mahogany  and  rose-  pire  should  have  marked  a  strongly- 
wood  (palismndre)  ceased  to  be  the  accentuated  phase  in  the  history  of 
main  elements  employed.  Ebony,  and  home  decoration.  A  society  was 
its  admirable  imitation,  blackened  formed  for  the  encouragement  of 
pear-wood ;  the  brilliant  products  art  implied  to  industry :  utility  and 
of  Algeria,  such  as  thuja  (which  practical  suitableness  were  the  fun- 
rnainly  supplied  the  cabinetnakers  damental  conditions  of  its  action  ; 
of  imperial  Rome),  lentitque,  cedar,  but  it  sought  to  graft  the  highest 
and  olive ;  gray  maple,  amaranth,  attainable  art  development  on  the 
the  lemon-tree,  and  the  so-called  especially  utilitarian  tendencies  of 
violet, — supplied  an  infinite  variety  the  moment.  Its  annual  cxhi- 
of  resources,  of  which  the  most  in  bitions,  though  relatively  small, 
telligent  advantage  was  taken.  The  brought  together  admirable  collec- 
thuja  especially,  of  which  the  impor-  tions  of  high-class  work  in  all  the 
tation  does  not  date  back  more  than  branches  of  furniture  ;  and  though 
twenty  years,  is  as  magnificent  a  it  cannot  be  said  to  have  influenced 
substance  as  can  well  be  imagined,  the  character  of  either  consumption 
The  richness  of  its  golden  brown,  or  production  as  a  whole,  it  indis- 
the  moire  of  its  veins,  the  capricious  putably  aided  to  raise  the  higher 
elegance  of  its  spots,  the  fineness  products  of  the  upholsterer's  and 
and  the  firmness  of  its  grain,  its  cabinetmaker's  art  to  a  higher  level 
sparkling  polish,  and  the  inaltera-  still.  These  exhibitions  were  visited 
lnlity  of  its  fibre,  combine  to  put  it  by  large  numbers  of  persons,  whoso 
first  amongst  the  elements  of  mar-  object  generally  was  not  only  to 
queterie.  Simultaneously  the  manu-  arouse  themselves  and  to  pass  a 
facture  of  stuffs  and  tapestries  took  pleasant  hour  sauntering  amidst 
an  enormous  stride.  The  famous  tis-  pretty  things,  but  also  to  improve 
sues  made  at  Neuilly  in  imitation  their  own  notions  of  the  elements  of 
of  Beauvais  and  Aubusson,  the  ornament,  of  the  means  by  which 
moquettee,  the  cretonnes,  assumed  they  can  be  best  set  forth,  and  of 
a  Variousness  of  design  which  made  the  rules  which,  however  transi- 
them  begin  to  look  like  new  inven-  torily,  now  regulate  their  employ- 
tions  ;  while  the  list  of  habitual  ment  Unfortunately  the  prices  of 
fabrics  was  increased  by  the  adop-  the  greater  part  of  the  objects  shown 
tion  for  men's  bedrooms,  billiard-  was  far  beyond  the  limit  of  ordinary 
rooms,  and  other  simple  usages,  of  purses,  so  that  most  of  the  admiring 
coarse  grey  canvass,  with  straight  lookers-on  had  to  content  themselves 
or  zigzag  ornaments  in  coloured  with  contemplation  instead  of  pos- 
woolcn  braid.  Almost  at  the  same  session  ;  the  lesson  to  the  eye  was 
moment  appeared  the  galvanoplastic  therefore  momentary  and  not  dur- 
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able.  But  on  real  art-lovers,  of  effects.  If  it  could  be  urged  that 
whom  there  are  a  good  many  amongst  satin  and  chintz,  sculptured  buffets 
the  educated  classes  in  France,  the  and  plain  deal  cupboards,  embroi- 
impression  made  was  real :  it  had  dered  fauteuils  and  straw  chairs, 
the  eminently  practical  result  of  delicately -painted  panels  and  coarse 
awakening  in  them  the  desire  to  paper  walls,  all  create  in  us  the 
imitate,  at  lower  cost,  what  had  same  emotions,  all  satisfy  our  eyes 
most  struck  and  tempted  them  in  to  the  same  degree,  then  evidently 
the  show.  This  does  not  mean  that  it  would  be  folly  to  pretend  that 
they  went  away  with  the  unworthy  there  is  any  teaching  in  the  subject, 
idea  of  ordering  third-rate  copies  of  or  that  any  signs  of  national  char- 
high-class  work,  but  that,  having  acter  can  be  detected  in  it.  But  as 
well  studied  a  type  attained  by  ex-  it  may  be  fairly  taken  for  granted 
pensive  means,  they  called  upon  that  no  educated  person  will  assert 
their  own  imaginations  to  invent  an  that  he  is  insensible  to  such  con- 
analogous  result  with  simpler  and  trasts ;  as,  on  the  contrary,  every  one 
consequently  cheaper  materials.  The  will  probably  acknowledge,  though 
theory  that  the  general  effect  of  a  in  different  degrees,  that  he  is  acces- 
room  exclusively  depends  on  the  sible  to  distinct  and  various  impres- 
richness  of  the  woods  and  stuffs  of  sions  provoked  by  the  aspect  of.  the 
which  its  furniture  is  composed,  is  room  in  which  he  is,  that  acknow- 
certainly  very  widespread  in  France ;  ledgment  is  enough  to  prove  the 
it  reigns  there  as  a  natural  conse-  reality  of  the  argument  that  we  are 
quence  of  the  odious  white,  red,  and  all  of  us,  more  or  less,  morally  and 
gold  mania  which  is  still  in  force :  materially  influenced  by  the  objects 
but  there  is  a  growing  minority  which  constantly  surround  us.  And 
which,  as  has  been  already  said,  if  this  be  true  as  a  general  rule,  it  is 
thinks  and  acts  for  itself,  and  which,  especially  so  of  such  emotional,  sen- 
whilc  it  in  no  way  discards  expensive  sational  people  as  the  French,  and, 
substances,  asserts  that  many  of  the  more  particularly  still,  of  that  part 
best  effects  of  tone  and  character  of  them  of  whom  we  have  just  been 
which  furnishing  is  capable  of  pro-  speaking  who  go  about  seeking  for 
ducing,  are  obtainable  exclusively  new  ideas  to  realise.  It  is  on  this 
by  its  simpler  and  cheaper  agents,  class — a  limited  one,  it  is  true — that 
Here,  however,  there  is  some  confu-  the  art  exhibitions  of  the  last  twenty 
sion  in  the  French  view.  It  does  years  have  exercised  their  full  effect ; 
not  appear  to  establish  a  sufficiently  it  is  amongst  its  members  that  we 
radical  distinction  between  the  re-  must  seek  for  the  highest  manifest*- 
suits  brought  out  by  these  two  means  tions  of  thought  in  modern  furnish- 
of  action :  it  seems  to  lean  towards  ing,  because  it  is  they  alone  who 
the  idea  that  their  effects  can  be  have  struggled  against  the  meretri- 
rendered  virtually  identical,  not,  of  cious  splendours  of  the  Second 
course,  in  fact,  but  in  the  quantity  Empire,  and  have  steadily  raain- 
and  nature  of  the  enjoyment  which  tained  that  Art,  properly  so  called, 
the  view  of  each  of  them  produces  leads  us  in  a  very  different  direc- 
in  the  beholders.  tion  from  that  which  modern  taste 
The  whole  influence  of  furniture  has  pursued.  It  is  therefore  to  be 
on  home  life,  its  role  as  a  medium  regretted  that  many  of  these  cham- 
of  education,  and  especially  its  ac-  pions  of  truth  do  not  more  explicitly 
tioo  in  the  formation  of  taste  by  distinguish  the  natures  and  propor- 
daily  contact,  are  in  reality  involved  tions  of  the  pleasure  to  be  derived 
in  this  one  question  of  comparative  from  the  sight  of  each  class  of  de- 
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coration.  Pure  brilliancy,  of  which  ough  fitness.  It  is  easy  to  conceive 
we  see  so  much  in  France,  rarely  an  article  of  furniture— a  bed,  a 
satisfies  even  the  outward  eye ;  it  chair,  a  table— which  in  form  shall 
never  carries  its  impression  to  the  be  absolutely  suitable  for  its  end, 
head,  far  less  to  the  heart ;  its  pre-  but  of  which  the  use  shall  become 
dominant  effect  on  us  is  to  weary,  impossible,  because  it  possesses  too 
excepting  always  such  of  us  as  like  much  splendour  for  that  use.  Gr- 
it, which  every  one  is  free  to  do.  dinary  furniture,  such  as  we  see  in 
Well-studied,  calculated  elegance  second  and  third  rate  houses  every - 
may  attain  a  very  high  degree  of  where,  is  simply  serviceable,  and 
perf  ectness ;  but  if  it  be  elegance  nothing  else ;  it  provokes  no  feeling 
alone,  with  no  living  thought  be-  in  us,  excepting  some  regret  that  so 
hind  it,  it  chills  us  easily,  and  sets  many  people  should  remain  indif- 
us  wondering  what  it  is  that  is  not  ferent  to  the  contentment  of  the  eye 
there.  Besides,  unless  excessive  and  to  the  unconscious  development 
elegance  be  manipulated  by  a  mas-  of  their  taste  which  a  more  careful 
ter-hand,  it  degenerates  too  easily  choice  of  their  belongings  would 
into  frivolity,  and  it  almost  always  afford  them. 

has  the  grave  defect  of  sacrificing  Here,  then,  are  three  sorts  of  fur- 
the  aspect  of  the  whole  to  little  con-  nishing,  plentiful  enough  in  Paris 
siderations  of  mere  detail.  At  the  — sheer  shininess,  intense  elegance, 
same  time  it  must  be  owned  that  and  commonplace.  Each  provokes 
there  are  to  be  found  in  the  employ-  in  us  a  different  appreciation,  but 
ment  of  the  brighter  tissues,  of  the  not  one  of  them  is  satisfactory  either 
lighter  colours,  of  the  Pompadour  to  an  artist  or  to  a  student  of  the 
type  of  ornamentation,  resources  of  joys  of  home,  amongst  which  a  well- 
admirable  value,  especially  for  use  imagined,  well -executed  ameuhle- 
by  candle-light.  It  is  not  possible  ment  ought  to  occupy  a  front  rank, 
to  combine  a  room  the  effect  of  The  French  feel  instinctively  the 
which  shall  be  equally  complete  by  truth  of  this  latter  fact,  as  was 
day  and  night;  it  is  necessary  to  shown  just  now  when  speaking  of 
select  one  or  other  of  the  two  sorts  their  argument  of  u  attraction  ;"  but, 
of  illumination,  and  to  be  guided  as  was  then  observed,  they  most  of 
by  its  laws.  As  drawing-rooms  are  them  distort  the  question,  because 
ordinarily  used  in  France  rather  in  they  rest1  it  on  vanity  instead  of 
the  evening  than  in  the  afternoon,  heart  Pure  love  of  home,  for  its 
it  may  be  admitted  that,  as  a  rule,  own  sake,  is  the  one  ground  on 
they  ought  to  be  furnished  for  arti-  which  a  perfect  realisation  of  home 
ficial  light  If  so,  the  use  of  pale  adornment  can  be  based.  No  one 
shades  of  satin  and  damasked  silk  can  make  a  thorough  home  for 
is  easy  to  defend.  But  while  we  anybody  but  himself.  The  slight- 
may  admit  this  theory  for  drawing-  est  desire  to  awaken  the  admiration 
rooms  and  for  a  lady's  bedroom,  it  of  others  enfeebles  individuality  of 
is  impossible  to  even  listen  to  such  conception,  and  introduces  into  what 
a  word  as  elegance  when  applied  to  should  be  an  exclusively  personal 
dining-rooms  or  libraries;  and  this  work  that  miserable  pandering  to 
inadaptability  of  the  word  to  all  the  other  people's  approbation  which,  in 
uses  of  a  house  proves  at  once  that  England  as  well  as  in  France,  is  call- 
degance  alone  will  not  supply  the  ed  vanity.  There  are  cases-4- though 
right  solution.  Furthermore,  both  not  many  of  them — where  the  en- 
brilliancy  and  elegance  are  some-  tire  self  of  the  inhabitant  is  put  in 
what    in    contradiction  with   thor-  evidence  in  his  habitation.     It  is  in- 
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deed  a  privilege  to  find  such  homes,  cloth  or  velvet  in  a  drawing-room 
for  they  alone  enable  us  to  exactly  than  we  shall  see  satin  in  a  dining- 
judge  of  character  by  its  manifes-  room,  or  pale-tinted  walls  in  a  lib- 
tation  in  the  choice  of  furniture,  rary.  The  exigencies  of  the  epoch, 
Money  is  indispensable  for  these  translated  into  the  loftiest  language 
realisations  of  personality ;  but  it  is  of  which  they  are  susceptible,  call 
astonishing  to  see  how  the  highest  for  certain  unities  which  are  only 
natures  of  effect  can  sometimes  be  obtainable  by  the  adoption  of  cer- 
attained  with  a  relatively  limited  tain  materials  for  each  use.  In 
expenditure.  The  salient  charac-  France,  certain  rooms  alone  authorise 
teristics  of  such  work  as  this  are  the  employment  of  the  more  delicate 
the  subordination  of  ornament  to  substances ;  others  need  the  graver 
utility,  the  relation  between  the  tones  of  woolen  tissues ;  others 
character  of  the  ornament  and  that  again  claim  printed  cottons  and 
of  the  material  employed,  and  the  plain  painted  tables,  drawers,  and 
entire  subjection  of  detail  to  the  chairs.  Side  by  side  with  these 
whole  effect  Sobriety  is  its  strik-'  conditions  stands  the  law  which 
ing  feature ;  elegance  ceases  to  be  a  necessitates  the  use  of  apparent  wood 
result,  and  is  used  only  as  a  means ;  in  dining-rooms,  and  which  prohibits 
brilliancy  is  utterly  discarded  ex-  it  almost  entirely  in  drawing-rooms, 
cepting  as  a  source  of  necessary  light  where  both  ease  and  grace  are  only 
in  certain  spots.  These  conditions  attainable  by  covering  up  all  seats 
are,  however,  only  general ;  it  is  in  with  wadded  stuffs  which  hide  their 
their  application  that  thought  comes  frames.  No  word-painting  can  con- 
out,  that  each  separate  nature  stamps  vey  a  -  sense  of  the  result  produced 
its  mark.  Some  few  men- — and  when  theories  like  these  are  realised 
women  even  more — will  tell  you,  in  all  their  fulness,  when  every  de- 
orer  in  Paris,  that  their  furniture  is  tail  is  absolutely  perfect,  but  when 
the  child  of  long  reflection,  of  care-  no  detail  strikes  the  eye  because  all 
ful  analysis,  of  patient  comparisons ;  is  merged  in  the  common  whole. 
the  one  object  being  to  produce  a  Sight,  and  nothing  else,  can  carry 
material  demonstration  of  them-  the  picture  to  our  brain.  And  in 
selves.  They  will  say  to  you,  in  the  such  cases  the  finish  of  the  acces- 
curious  words  of  Wolowski,  who  sories  is  worthy  of  all  the  rest: 
from  his  Professorship  of  Political  there  are  no  "  faults  of  spelling, " 
Economy  has  grown  to  be  Deputy  however  small.  The  earthenware  is 
for  Paris,  that  M  the  principle  of  of  a  lightness  unknown  in  England, 
their  taste  springs  from  the  spirit  where,  whether  an  object  be  in 
and  the  soul  instead  of  being  the  metal-work,  in  crockery,  or  in  wood, 
slave  of  instinct  and  the  senses ;"  there  is  usually  a  massiveness,  a 
they  will  idealise  the  subject ;  will  waste  of  matter,  which  may  give 
speak  of  it  as  one  of  the  truest  forms  useless  strength,  but  which  certainly 
of  practical  art ;  and  especially  will  destroys  all  grace.  The  dishes, 
insist,  perhaps  even  to  exaggeration,  plates,  and  knives  are  all  consider- 
on  the  immense  importance  of  the  ably  smaller  than  those  employed 
eye-teaching  which  furniture  is  now  on  this  side  of  the  Channel ;  the 
called  upon  to  distribute.  tints  chosen  for  the  decoration  of 
In  cases  such  as  these  we  must  the  table  services  are  carefully 
naturally  be  prepared  to  find  every-  adapted  to  the  colours  of  the  f urni- 
thing  in  its  place,  to  recognise  in  ture  of  the  dining-room ;  while  their 
each  room  a  marked  fitness  for  its  patterns  and  designs  are  kept  down 
duty.    We  shall * no  more  discover  to  the   gentlest   outlines  so  as  to 
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create  no  distraction  for  the  eye.  in  every  window 

The  ornamentation  of  the  table  is  a  thatintheluvri- 

triumph  of   good  sense  and   know-  and  the  brai 

ledge  ;  it  ought  indeed  to  be  always  have  been  Il-'.i 

so,   for   the   science   of    adornment  because  a  candli 

offers   but   few  occasions   of    equal  gives  an  inhabit 

interest,  us  all  artist-minded  French'  which   a  bran  n 

women  are  well  aware.     It  shows  supplies ;  that  al 

character  .and  breadth   of  composi-  of  oil,  and  wait 

tion,    with    ample    space    and    no  Brightness,   com 

crowding  or  excess  of  detail;  there  utility  arc  everyv 

is   harmony  between    the    hues    of         Rut,  alas  1  suet 

(rlass,  and  flowers,  and  dessert  (the  of  homo  skill  ai 

Russian  service  is  the  only  one  now  large   acquaintance  one    hi 

used   in  Franco) ;  the  whole  aspect  good-luck,  find  half-a-do 

is   one  of   gaiety  miked  with  calm ;  and  not   all  v 

as  all  the  lighting  comes  from  lamps  rule  is,  in  Paris,  that  all   i 

and  candies  suspended  overhead,  the  alike,   that    they   contain   I 

eye    is    not    dazzled,   it   suffers    no  inevitable   Si'innU-Eiiipire   | 

fatigue,  and  ranges  over  the  entire  and,  in  the  country,  that 

tabic    because    every    ornament  is  in  the  seat*  of  t' 

kept    low   so  as    not   to   mask   the  and     think    it    is   

diners  from  each  other.      The  cal-  sodality  is  an  attribute  of  tht'I 

culation  of  effect  at  table  is  so  pro-  Ihc   mass   takes  w" 

found  a  question,  and  is  so  keenly  gines  that   there  i 

felt  by  certain  women,  that  it  conies  and  so  Iosom  the  education* 

into    evidence    sometimes     in    the  enjoyment  which  it  would  attain 

subtlest   forms.     A    lady   told    her  thinking    and    Ht-lootii 

.servant  that  six  people  were  coming  Nine-tenths,    or    rather    11111-: 

that   night   to  dinner,  that  as  they  hundredths,  of  thepopuktim 

all  were  friends  it  was  not  necessary  able  to  comprehend  the  v^rj 

to  spend  ten  francs  for  Sowers,  and  est  part  of  what  the  other  fin --.- 

that,   therefore,   the   green  ferns  in  thinks;  the  influence  of  habit 

daily  use  would  do  for   the  centre-  deep   and   constant  to  peru.it 

piece;    "but,"  she  added,    "as  we  to  recognise  cither  the  dcuVi. 

shall  consequently  have  no  brilliancy  of  their  own  condition,  or  lh< 

in   the  middle,  take   care  to  choose  vantages  of    other   systems,     'i" 

the  bonbons  and  the  cakes  of  vivid  taste — for  it  is  just  as  much  a  1.1 

colours    so    as  to   compensate    its  as  any  that  the  very  highest  ■■ 

absence,    otherwise    the    table    will  sympathies  can  provoke — accunto: 

look  dull."      There  is  a  delicacy  in  them  to  what   they  have,  and  th 

this    conception    which    is    beyond  are  content  with  it:  all  we  can    ■' 

ordinary    thought      If    from    the  is  to  "  leave  them  alone,"  as  lh. 

dining-room  we  look  elsewhere,  wo  lotos-eaters  said,  and  hope  that  tin  _. 

notice  that  the  frames  of  the  pictures  will  open  their  eyes  somo  day,  an  ! 

and  the  mirrors  arc  lighter  and  more  learn  that  they  can  do  bettor, 
soberly  modelled  than  those  which       And  now  let  us  consider  what  are 

we    use    here ;     that     the     marble  the  effects  produced  by  the  variou.- 

chimney-tops  are  all  covered  with  types  of  indoor  aspect  on  the  pcr- 

silk,  or  cloth,  or  velvet,  according  to  sons   submitted   to   their   influence. 

the  furniture  in  the  room ;  that  crisp  Let  us  first  take   children,  and  see 

white  curtains  hang  inside  the  others  what  they  are  taught  by  them :  they 
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afford  the  easiest  ground  to  study,  there  is  evidence  here  of  the  reality 
because  they  have  no  prejudices  in  of  the  schooling  in  which  each  has 
the  matter,  because  they  are  virgin  lived,  and  of  the  different  lessons 
of  all  convictions,  because  they  are  learnt  from  that  schooling.  Nei- 
cven  more  susceptible  than  grown-  ther  of  the  children  could  define  the 
up  people  of  extraneous  action,  and  motive  of  its  emotion,  but  both  of 
because  their  faculty  of  absorption  of  them  would  distinctly  feel  it,  and 
impressions  by  mental  capillarity  is  would  manifest  it  without  knowing 
extremely  great  These  two  latter  why.  The  girl  or  boy  who  grows 
conditions  are  important  in  a  work  up  amidst  harmonies  of  form  and 
where  contact  is  the  only  agent,  and  colour,  and  intelligent  application 
where  results  are  unconsciously  at-  of  material,  imbibes  therefrom  a 
tained.  A  child  accustomed  from  spontaneous  notion  of  what  is  meant 
its  babyhood  to  either  of  the  ex-  by  practical  taste  in  its  everyday 
tremes  of  furniture,  to  common  idea-  uses  ;  and  it  is  not  going  too  far  to 
less  objects,  or  to  the  highest  per-  say  that  the  art-dispositions  of  such 
fections  of  art  combination,  will  a  child  are  fined  down,  and  Are  ren- 
naturally  acquire  a  degree  of  taste-  dered  more  delicate  and  more  subtle, 
education  in  proportion  to  the  silent  by  early  association  with  good  mo- 
teaching  to  which  it  is  thus  sub-  dels,  and  that  its  power  of  appre- 
mitted.  It  may  possess  innate  dis-  ciating  the  beauties  of  nature  is,  in 
positions  which,  in  after  life,  wijl  consequence,  strengthened  and  ex- 
modify  the  fruit  of  that  first  educa-  tended.  To  a  good  many  people 
tion,  but  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  this  may  seem  like  dreaming,  but  if 
whilst  still  a  child,  it  will,  without  they  will  make  an  effort  to  remem- 
knowing  why,  support  the  neighbour-  ber  how  easily  young  minds  receive 
hood  of  ugliness  more  easily  in  one  the  impress  of  surrounding  sights, 
case  than  in  the  other.  This  is  a  they  may  perhaps  admit  that  there 
first    consequence,  and    a    palpable  is  truth  in  it 

one,  of  the  contrast  which  we  are  When  a  child  has  once  acquired 

supposing,  and  it  probably  acts  in  the  power  of  distinguishing  clearly 

two     directions,  negatively  as  well  between  what  pleases   it  and  what 

as  positively,  for  many  of  us  have  does  not,  it  is  in    a    condition    to 

noticed  cases  in  which  a  peasant's  form  for  itself    its  first  theory  of 

child  has  been*  almost  as  unable  to  taste.     It  may  modify  it  afterwards, 

reconcile  its  gaze  to  the  elegancies  but  our  early  apprenticeship  is  never 

of  the  chateau,  as  the  chatelaine's  thrown  away ;  and  it  has  the  advan- 

girl  to  bring  down  hers  to  the  rough  tage  of  habituating  the  mind  to  the 

details  of    the  cottage.     And  it  is  idea    that    taste    originally    results 

useless  to  pretend  that  this  is  but  a  from    habit     In    later  years    com- 

consequence  of  shyness  and  timid-  parison  comes  into  play,  and  then 

ity,  and  that  unconscious  habit  or  begin  in  each  of  us   those  strange 

taste,  its  synonym,  have  no    hand  successive  changes  of  opinion  which 

in  it     That  might  possibly  be  true  alone  would  suffice  to   prove  how 

if  the  poorer  of  the  two  children  variable  and  shifting  are  our  maturer 

alone  drew  back  from  the  contact  of  views   upon  the  subject,  and    how 

new  objects,  but  it  is  precisely  the  impossible     it     is    to     lay    down, 

richer  one — the  one  whose  taste  has  from    year    to    year,    any    unvary- 

acquired  the  greater  force  and  the  ing     definition.       But     this     very 

more  solid  conviction — whose  sense  versatility  has  its  use:  it  exercises 

shrinks  most,  and  whose  eyes  feel  the  imagination,  it    stimulates    the 

the    most    dissatisfaction.       Surely  pursuit  of  novelty,  it  provokes  in- 
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telligent    competition    between    the  fifteen  years  old  accurately  describe 

manufacturers  of  furniture,  it  opens  a  complicated  object  of  which  she 

a  healthy  field  of  action  for  the  em-  has   barely  caught  sight  for  a  few 

ployment  of  fortune,  it  renders  lux-  seconds.     For  instance,  she  will  de- 

ury  justifiable.     And,  more  than  all,  pict,  in  its  most  elaborate  particulars, 

it  extends  the  field  of  action  of  daily  the  entire  dress — boots,  watch,  and 

art-teaching    by   the    multiplication  pooket-handkerchief  included — of  a 

and  the  variety  Of  the  lessons  which  lady  who  has  simply  passed  her  in 

it  places  at  our  disposal.     There  may  the    street — a    complicated    object 

be-— indeed  there  is — a  large  mass  of  enough   in    those    times.     She  will 

men  and  women  who  go  about  from  tell  you,  in  reply  to  your  curious 

house  to  house  with   careless  eyes  questions  as  to  how  she  did  it,  "  Oh, 

and    inattentive    perceptions,    who  I  undressed  her  at  a  glance."     She 

never  profit  by  what  they  see,  and  does  not  need   to  look  twice ;   her 

who  indeed  are  incapable  of  suppos-  perceptive    organs"  have    grown   so 

ing  that  there  is    anything    round  acute,  her  classification   of  impres- 

them  to*  profit  by.     But  there  is  in  sions  is  so  instantaneous,  that  she 

France    (and     perhaps     elsewhere)  absorbs  without  an  effort;  and  the 

another  class  ^which   seeks  instruc-  astonishing  minuteness  and  correct- 

tion  and  enjoyment  in  all  the  acts  ness  of  her  dissection  is  as  striking 

and  sights  of  life,  which  thinks  that  as  the  rapidity  with  which  it  is  per- 

nothing  is  too  small  to  learn  from  formed. 

or  to  look  for,  which  remembers  This  is  a  great  power  to  possess. 
that  charming  flowers  are  often  hid-  It  reacts  on  the  intelligence  in  many 
den  in  the  shade,  and  that  the  science  ways,  especially  in  strengthening  the 
of  life  lies  rather  in  the  diligent  ex-  analytical  faculties.  Of  course  it 
traction  of  satisfaction  from  ordi-  may  be  denied  that  it  is  a  product 
nary  sources  than  in  the  pursuit  of  of  early  contact  with  art-teaching, 
exceptional  excitements.  These  are  and  of  the  precocious  development 
the  people  to  whom  a  perfectly  or-  of  taste  by  the  mere  effect  of  sur- 
ganised  room  speaks  audibly  in  a  rounding  objects;  but  what  is  its 
language  of  its  own ;  these  are  the  cause  if  it  be  not  that  ?  France  is, 
people  who  will  attempt  and  often  as  yet  the  only  country  in  which 
with  success,  to  give  a  diagnosis  of  questions  of  this  kind  have  provoked 
your  character  from  a  simple  exami-  practical  results  as  well  as  theoreti- 
nation  of  your  furniture ;  and  though  cal  interest;  it  is  there  alone  that, 
the  assertion  that  such  a  faculty  as  a  rule,  we  find  this  ready  quick- 
can  be  acquired  may  not  improbably  ness,  this  rapid  observation.  If  they 
provoke  an  incredulous  smile  am ongst  were  a  special  property  of  the  race, 
those  whose  organisation  does  not  we  should  discover  them  everywhere, 
lean  that  way,  the  fact  is  absolutely  more  or  less,  but  we  detect  them 
true.  Children  to  whom  such  theo-  solely  amongst  the  educated,  and 
ries  have  been  explained  by  their  only  there  in  certain  cases  of  which 
mothers,  and  who  have  thus  ob-  the  history  can  generally  be  traced 
tained  an  early  intuition  of  their  back  to  a  point  of  departure  based 
meaning,  pick  up  by  habit  and  prac-  on  home  art  in  some  kind  of  way. 
tice  a  power  of  observation  and  of  We  need  not,  however,  seek  to  build 
retention  of  details,  of  comparison  an  argument  on  these  exceptions, 
and  consequently  of  judgment*  which  for  the  mass  of  the  population  sup- 
is  of  the  highest  value  as  an  agent  plies  all  the  evidence  we  want, 
of  education.  It  is  not  unusual  to  though  of  course  in  a  less  striking 
hear   a   French   girl  of   twelve  or  form.    The  character  of  the  home  in 
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which  they  live  leaves  its  impress  on  ancy  and  pure  elegance  which  have 
the  majority  of  the  people :  it  is  been  put  forward  here  are  real,  and 
true  that  there  are  many  natures  that  modern  taste  alone  has  done  the 
which  are  utterly  insensible  to  influ-  harm.  All  this,  however  true  it 
ences  of  such  a  kind,  just  as  there  are  may  be,  proves  nothing  against  art. 
ears  which  have  no  care  for -music,  and  It  indicates,  on  the  contrary,  that 
eyes  which  are  unable  to  distinguish  safety  lies  in  a  return  to  higher 
red  from  yellow;  but  the  rule  in  principles  of  decoration,  and  in  the 
France  is,  that  each  distinct  class  of  abandonment  of  the  coarser  satis- 
furniture  makes  a  mark  on  those  factions  of  the  eye.  It  is  but  a 
whose  use  it,  and  exercises  a  percep-  small  side  of  a  great  question,  and 
tible  action  on  their  manners  and  yet  it  has  its  weight;  the  regen- 
aspirations.  People  whose  chairs  eration  of  what  was  once  a  noble 
and  tables  date  from  the  Consulate,  people  might  be  aided  by  a  reform 
who  possess  one  dim  looking-glass,  in  furniture,  by  a  vigorous  expurga- 
a  cuckoo  clock,  and  no  carpet,  can-  tion  of  sham  splendours  and  of  ever- 
not  anyhow  be  identical  in  their  lasting  appeals  to  wretched  vanities. 
views  of  life  or  their  fashion  of  And  yet,  though,  in  the  name  of 
expressing  them  with  families  of  art  and  elevated  feeling  and  na- 
1871,  whose  fauteuiU  exude  soft-  tional  improvement,  we  condemn 
ness  and  friendship,  who  regard  the  furnishing  of  the  Second  Em- 
bright  light  as  a  necessity  of  life,  pire,  the  feebler  elements  of  our 
and  who  hate  imitations  of  bird  nature  do  find  pleasant  features  in 
cries.  The  former  will  probably  be  it  As  moralists,  as  artists,  as 
sternly  •  virtuous ;  the  latter  will  be  philosophers,  as  political  econo- 
by  no  means  stern,  and  possibly  not  mists,  we  are  bound  to  say  it  is  too 
virtuous  either,  but  they  will  be  full  of  gaud  and  glitter;  but  as 
pleasant,  and  "of  their  epoch."  men  and  women  with  human  weak- 
Wooden  furniture  is  provocative  of  nesses,  we  cannot  help  acknowledge 
lofty  principles,  and  of  what  we  ing  that  it  does  make  life  more 
should  call  in  England  Low-Church  cheery  than  it  used  to  be  when  we 
tendencies ;  while  padded  sofas  and  were  young.  After  all,  brightness 
their  adjuncts  may  be  said  to  con  and  warmth  and  softness  do  help  to 
duce  to  worldly  views,  and  to  no  unsadden  weary  hearts,  do  aid  to 
Church  tendencies  at  alL  But  where  make  manners  gentle,  do  stimulate 
would  be  the  use  of  their  faculty  gaiety  in  young  children.,  do  frame 
of  resistance  to  temptation  if  our  in  love.  There  is  many  a  house  in 
neighbours  let  themselves  be  beat-  France  where  the  whole  aspect  of 
en  by  arm-chairs  ?  Are  we  neces-  indoor  life  is  lighted  up  by  the  fitting 
sarily  constrained  to  own  that  their  of  the  rooms,  where  the  home-tie 
morals  are  enfeebled  by  over-corn-  grows  stronger  under  the  influence 
fort,  and  that  the  vigour  of  their  of  satisfied  and  contented  taste, 
character  has  diminished  in  propor-  where  the  husband  comes  in  gaily 
tion  with  the  development  of  their  from  his  work,  eager  to  look  once 
elegance?  That  the  French  have  more  at  the  charming  picture  in 
gone  down  the  hill  is  an  accepted  which  his  wife  is  the  central  object 
fact;  that  the  lust  for  material  Honestly  let  us  own  that,  when  a 
satisfaction  is  one  of  the  causes  man  feels  of  his  own  home  that  it 
of  their  decline,  does  certainly  offers  him  more  attraction  than  any 
look  probable;  but  if  it  be  so,  we  other  place  on  earth,  it  is  a  sign 
need  only  deduce  therefrom  that  that  good  causes  are  at-  work ;  and 
the  arguments  against  pure    brilli-  let  us  hesitate  before  we  apply  a 
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sweeping  condemnation  to  a  system  and  cany  their  civilising  influence 
which,  whatever  be  its  faults,  has  everywhere.  Thus  far  that  influ- 
merits  too.  What  we  may  wisely  ence  applies  to  the  upper  classes 
hope  for  is,  that  present  practices  may  only:  increasing  cheapness  of  pro- 
cease  with  the  cessation  of  the  cir-  duction,  coupled  with  increasing 
cum  stances  which  produced  them  ;  needs  in  the  lower  strata  of  society, 
that  grave  events  may  make  taste  may  propagate  it  widely;  and  some 
graver  though  not  less  winning  to  day  future  students  of  the  history 
ordinary  natures ;  that  art  may  of  civilisation  may  recognise  the 
drive  out  gewgaws;  that  the  more  real  importance  of  the  part  which 
delicate  forms  of  furniture  may  furniture  has  played  in  the  moral 
gradually  descend  into  common  use,  progress  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

After  this  terrible  day  things  fell  And  then  it  was  not  denied  that 
into  something  like  their  ordinary  Mrs.  Thomas  Scudamore  had  been 
channel  at  Scudamore.  The  little  "raised  from  the  ranks."  The 
woman  who  had  brought  so  much  children  grumbled  a  little  at  first, 
trouble  into  the  house  came  down-  Charlie  especially,  who  complained 
stairs,  and  was  known  among  the  to  everybody  but  his  mother  that 
children  as  Aunt  Thomas.  It  was  Aunt  Thomas  was  a  bore:  But  by 
the  name  they  all  gave  her.  She  degrees  this  passed  away,  and  before  ' 
was  a  hesitating  little  woman,  doubt-  she  had  been  there  a  fortnight  Aunt 
f  ul  exceedingly  about  all  her  actions,  Thomas  was  the  favourite  of  the 
prone  to  ask  advice,  and  accept  it  house.  She  had  ceased  to  weep, 
gratefully,  even  from  little  Mary,  and  her  funny  little  nose  had  rccov- 
who  was  but  seven  years  old.  ered  its  natural  colour,  and  her  eyes 
Mary  was  Aunt  Thomas's  Christian  were  no  longer  muddled.  When  she 
name,  and  she  took  doubly  to  the  came  to  her  natural  aspect  it  became 
child,  who  led  her  about  everywhere  apparent  that  she  was  one  of  those 
like  an  obedient  slave.  Very  soon  womon  who,  without  a  good  fea- 
even  the  grown-up  children,  even  ture,  by  mere  stress  of  youth  and 
Amy  and  her  brother,  accepted  the  bloom  and  smiles,  are  often  very 
new  relationship  with  the  unques-  pretty  when  they  are  young,  and 
tioning  matter-of-course  facility  of  do  not  grow  ugly  as  great  beauties 
youth.  They  made  no  inquiries  sometimes  do,  but  retain  a  certain 
into  it  They  accepted  Aunt  Thomas  shadow  of  good  looks  as  long  as 
with  simplicity  and  sincerity ;  every-  good-humour  and  health  last  them, 
thing  that  was  mysterious  in  it  was  Her  eyes  were  kindly-smiling  eyes 
explained  by  the  fact  that  she  had  when  they  were  not  red  with  cry- 
lived  most  of  her  life  abroad.  It  ing;  and  though  the  thin  little  curls 
was  natural  to  believe  that  a  woman  she  wore  under  her  cap  were  not 
whose  days  have  been  passed  so  far  pretty,  yet  they  were  old-fashioned, 
away  should  be  ignorant  of  the  kind  which  of  itself  is  a  quality.  It  was 
of  habits  they  had  been  brought  something,  Charlie  said,  to  have  an 
up  in,  and  the  Scudamore  "  ways."  aunt  who  had  strength  of  mind  to 
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wear  little  curls  half-way  down  her  very  little  one  way  or  another,  but 
cheeks.  As  for  little  Alice  and  from  the  depth  of  her  gentle  heart 
Mary,  they  took  possession  c¥  Aunt  was  sorry  for  "poor  mamma."  This 
Thomas  with  scarcely  a  moment  of  secret  which  she  was  carrying  the 
doubt  They  might  be  seen  leading  weight  of,  which  was  not  her  own, 
her  about  the  park,  one  at  each  was  the  thing  that  had  done  it ;  and 
hand,  every  day  of  their  lives.  They  a  tinge  of  bitterness  came  to  Amy's 
seated  her  between  them  on  the  heart  as  she  reflected  upon  this 
grass  when  they  made  daisy  chains,  legacy  which  her  father  had  left 
or  fought  each  other  with  plantains,  behind  him.  Girls  who  have  had 
They  called  her  back  as  if  she  had  a  hard  father  have  two  ways  of  re- 
been  a  dog,  when  she  strayed  away  garding  men— either  with  disgust, 
from  them.  She  set  their  little  bits  as  the  oppressors  of  life ;  or  with 
of  worsted-work  to  rights  for  them,  a  longing,  romantic  worship,  an 
and  dressed  their  dolls.  In  their  ideal  and  vague  hope  to  find  some- 
society  she  was  as  gay  as  themselves,  where  the  man  who  will  contradict 
and  almost  as  much  like  a  child.  this  tradition  of  misery,  and  prove 
Mrs.  Scudamore,  however,  did  not  all  the  heart  longs  to  believe  of 
settle  down  to  the  new  relationship  excellence  and  love.  Amy  was  of 
so  easily.  She  had  never  been  the  this  latter  order.  She  was  a  sanguine 
same  since  that  day.  She  had  been  creature,  hopeful  of  everything ;  and 
then  a  young  woman,  comparatively,  she  was  sure  that  it  remained  to 
notwithstanding  all  her  troubles,  her  to  find  the  prince  of  men,  as 
Her  cheek  had  been  round,  her  hair  sure  as  if  she  had  been  nurtured 
as  brown  as  Amy's ;  now,  not  all  upon  nothing  but  optimism  and  ro- 
at  once,  but  by  stealthy  imper-  mantic  visions.  With  this  certainty 
ceptible  degrees,  she  had  grown  in  her  mind,  a  deeper  pity  still,  a 
grey,  her  cheek  had  grown  hollow,  more  melting  tenderness,  came  over 
her  eyes  sunken,  her  temper  un-  her  when  she  thought  of  "poor 
certain.  Sometimes  a  word  would  mamma."  For  Amy's  ideal  was 
rouse  her  into  irritation  ;  sometimes  something  more  than  a  hope.  Since 
she  would  sit  for  hours  together,  her  earliest  recollection  she  had 
her  head  bent  over  some  pretence  at  known  one  who  in  her  youthf ul 
work,  but  doing  nothing,  finding  in  eyes  appeared  the  very  antitype  of 
it  only  a  shield  and  cover  for  her  the  Red -Cross  Knight,  and  this 
sadness.  Sometimes,  on  the  con-  hero  had  been  absent  for  some  time 
trary,  she  would  take  wild  fits  of  on  his  travels,  thus  giving  the  last 
activity.  The  children  after  the  touch  of  perfection.  She  had  never 
first  made  little  remark,  but  accepted  said  to  herself  that  she  was  the  Una 
this  also,  as  children  do  accept  the  of  this  reproachless  gentleman ;  but 
faults  of  their  parents.  Even  Charlie  a  consciousness  of  some  fairy  link 
was  too  loyal  to  his  mother  to  speak  between  them  was  very  sweet  at  her 
openly  of  the  change.  He  said,  heart — no  *wonder  she  sighed  for 
with  a  sigh,  that  the  house  was  no  poor  mamma, 
longer  jolly — that  it  was  hard  upon  Mrs.  Scudamore  avoided  Mrs. 
a  fellow  to  be  shut  up  like  this —  Thomas's  society  as  much  as  it  was 
that  he  wished  "the  long"  was  possible;  but  when  they  were  to- 
oTer,  and  he  back  at  Oxford.  As  gether  she  treated  her  with  a  defer- 
for  Amy,  who  had  no  Oxford  to  go  ence  which  no  one  could  understand. 
to,  and  Whose  idea  of  duty  forbade  She  deferred  to  her  in  everything ; 
her  to  question  whether  home  was  she  gave  up  her  own  convenience,  her 
or    was    not    "  jolly ;"     she     said  own  way,  to  hers  whenever  she  had  a 
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chance.     That,  it  is  true,  was  not  why,  why  is  it  ?    Wo  ought  to  have 

often,   for  Mrs.   Thomas  was  very  been  enemies  and  hated  each  other ; 

humble,  very  deprecating,  taking  no-  that  was   natural — everything    was 

thing  upon  herself,  and  considerably    natural  except  this " 

frightened  of  her  sister-in-law.     She  "But  I  don't  hate  you,"  said  Mrs. 

would  steal  away  to  the  nursery,  or  Thomas,  with  the  restrained  ghost 

to  her  own  room,  when  Mrs.  Scuda-  of  a  sob. 

more  came  down-stairs.  They  were  What  was  in  Mrs.  Scudamore' s 
rarely  together;  when  they  were,  face?  Was  it  hatred,  was  it  en- 
Mrs.  Scudamore' s  temper  was,  per-  mity?  This  thing  at  least  is  cer- 
haps,  more  uncertain  than  usual*  tain,  it  was  pain — pain  like  that 
She  exhorted  the  children  to  be  Prometheus  felt  when  the  vultures 
good  to  their  aunt  and  seek  her  were  gnawing  at  his  heart  She 
society ;  but  yet,  it  appeared,  could  rose  and  hurried  from  the  room  with 
not  bear  to  see  them  respond  to  her  her  heart  swelling  as  if  it  would 
injunctions.  A  shadow  would  cross  burst  And  no  one  knew  why  it 
her  face  when  she  saw  little  Mary  was.  Amy,  who  would  have  felt 
dragging  the  kind  aunt  after  her,  that  she  was  betraying  her  mother 
demanding  with  unceremonious  free-  had  she  consulted  even  Aunt  Tho- 
dom  everything  from  her.  What-  mas  on  the  subject,  could  not  help 
ever  her  object  was  in  establishing  looking  at  her  wistfully  at  this 
Mrs.  Thomas  in  her  family,  she  had  strange  moment  The  little  woman 
accomplished  it,  and  now  she  could  put  up  her  hands  with  a  kind  of 
not  bear  it     A  concealed  bitterness  terror. 

was  in  every  word  she  said — a  sword  "  Oh  don't  ask  me  any  questions 
was  in  her  heart  She  resisted  even  —don't  ask  me  I"  she  said.  "  It  has 
the  love  of  her  own.  Sometimes  been  her  own  doing  bringing  me 
she  would  send  her  little  .  girls  here.  And  I  am  content;  I  am 
angrily  away,  bidding  them  go  to  quite  happy ;  only  ask  me  no  ques- 
Aunt  Thomas,  ".as  you  call  her."  tions,  for  I  will  not  say  a  word." 
This  was  done  in  Amy's  presence;  "I  could  not  ask  any  questions 
and  Mrs.  Scudamore' s  bitter  repent-  about  mamma,"  said  Amy,  proudly, 
ance  and  regret  for  having  thus  "  except  from  mamma  herself." 
betrayed  herself,  was  terrible  to*  And  Aunt  Thomas  dried  her  eyes 
the  grieved  and  disturbed  mind  of  and  nodded  and  grew  bright  again, 
poor  Amy.  "  She  is  Aunt  Thomas,  "  I  am  not  one  of  the  clever  ones," 
is  not  she,  mamma  ??'  she  had  cried  she  said ;  "  and  I  have  been  long 
in  her  first  surprise.  "  Yes,  yes,"  out  of  the  world,  and  they  say  I  am 
Mrs.  Scudamore  cried,  with  sharp  weakminded;  but  if  you  don't  do 
pain,  which  Amy  did  not  understand,  wrong,  Amy,  it  is  always  my  opinion 
She  could  not  even  stop  herself  things  will  come  right  at  the  end." 
when  Aunt  Thomas  came  in.  She  "  I  hope  so.  Aunt  Thomas,"  said 
went  on  in  spite  of  herself — "  She  Amy  in  her  ignorance, 
is  a  stranger  to  you,"  she  cried,  only  u  And  we  are  not  doing  wrong," 
half  conscious  what  she  was  say-  said  the  little  woman.  "  No.  think- 
ing ;  "  but  already  she  takes  my  ing  it  all  over,  from  every  side,  as  I 
place,  even  with  you."  do  every  night  of  my  life— No*— I 

44  Oh,   mammal"   said    Amy,  too  can't  think  we  are  wrong;  but,  Amy, 

much  stunned  for  speech.  don't  ask  me  any  questions,  for  I 

"Yes,"  said  Mrs.  Scudamore  be-  will  tell  you   nothing,   not  if  you 

side  herself,  turning  her  passionate,  were  to  keep  on  asking  for  ever  and 

pale   face  to  the  interloper.     "Oh  ever." 
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Once   more  Amy   looked   at  her  the    half-painful,   half-exciting  cor- 

anxiously.     Whatever    it   was,   this  tainty  that  something  was  about  to 

secret  which  weighed  on  the  mother  be  found  out 

was  known  to  the  stranger,  and  not  "  Ah,    Auntie !"   Mr.    Tom    said, 

to    Mrs.     Scudamore' s    own     child,  jauntily  flourishing  his  cane,  "  here 

The  thought  made  Amy's  heart  sick,  you  are  again.     You  have  given  us 

All  this   time   she   had   said  no-  all  the  slip;  but  natural  affection  is 

thing  about  Mr.  Tom  Furness ;  she  not  to  be  balked,  you  know." 

had  not  given  her  mother  his  mes-  "  I  am  sure  I  am — glad  to  see — 

sage,  she  had  kept  perfect  silence  as    any  one,  Tom "  faltered  Mrs. 

to    her   interview  with   him.     This  Thomas. 

was  partly  because  Mrs.  Scudamore  "  You  would  be  much  more  glad, 

had  been  out  of  the  way  at  the  mo-  I    should  think,   never    to   see  me 

ment,  and  a  thing  which  is  not  told  again,"     he    replied  ;     "  but    don't 

at  first,  gathers  difficulties  and  em-  flatter  yourself,  Auntie.     I  took  your 

barrassments  about  it  every  hour  it  case  in  hand,  and  I  will   see  you 

waits.     And  he   had   not  returned,  through  it,  whether  you  choose  or 

This  curious  fact  was  one  'of  the  not.     I  have  not  been  idle  since  I 

chief  causes,  had  Amy  but  known  was  last  here." 

it,    of  her    mother's   anxiety.      His  Mrs.  Thomas  trembled  more  and 

silence  looked  as  if    some  plot  was  more    with    every    word.      "I    am 

brewing,  and  Mrs.  Scudamore  knew,  glad  to  hear — you  have  not    been 

though   the   children   did   not,  how  idle,   Tom.     I  hope  it  has  been — 

precarious  her   position  was.     Aunt  nice  work.     I — I  always  felt  sure 

Thomas  had  been  about  two  months  you  would  make  your  way." 

in  the  house,  and  autumn  had  come,  The  stranger  laughed  an  insolent 

before  there  was  any  news  of  him.  laugh. .    u  You  are  not  clever  enough 

And  then  he  came  as  suddenly  as  for   that  sort  of    thing,"   he    said. 

he   had  done  at  first,  startling  the  "  You  know  well  enough  what  my 

whole  house.     Amy  had   been   out  work  has  been.     I  have  been  find- 

with  Aunt  Thomas  on  an  expedition  ing  out  all  about  you." 

down  to  the  village  when  he  made  "  I    am   not  afraid  of    anything 

his     appearance.     He     came    upon  that  can  be  found  out  about  me," 

them  quite  unexpectedly,  appearing  she  said,  with  a  flush  of  indigna- 

round  the  corner,  with  his  air  of  tion ;  and  then  added,  faltering,  u  I 

swagger  yet  conscious  imperfection,  am  doing  nothing  wrong." 

Mrs.  Thomas  saw  him  first,  and  she  Again  Mr.  Tom  Furness  laughed ; 

gave  a  start,  ami  clutched  at  Amy's  and  it  seemed  to  Amy  as  if   his 

dress  for   protection.     "Oh,   don't  laugh  woke  up  echoes  over  all  tho 

leave  me,  my  dear — don't  leave  me,"  country — echoes  which  mocked  and 

she  cried ;  "  here  is  Tom."  sneered  as  he  did— as  if  they,  too, 

44  Who  is  Tom?"  said  Amy,  haugh-  had  some  occult  knowledge.  "I 
tily,  feeling  all  the  blood  of  all  the  admire  your  conscience,  Auntie,"  he 
Scudamores  in  her  veins.  But  her  said :  "  not  wrong  to  give  yourself 
fit  of  /pride  did  not  last  long ;  and  out  for  some  one  else — to  call  your- 
with  a  certain  half-guilty  sense  of  self  out  of  your  name?  but  you 
curiosity  she  gave  her  companion  don't  suppose  that  you  take  me  in 
her  arm,  feeling  herself  on  the  eve  with  your  masquerade.  And  there 
of  some  discovery.  She  did  not  are  more  interests  than  yours  in- 
even  lift  tho  thick  gauze  veil  over  volved.  This  sort  of  nonsense  is 
her  faoe,  and  the  stranger  did  not  not  going  to  last  I  should  think 
recognise  her.     This  fact  increased  by  this  time  you  ought  to  be  sick 

TOL.    CXI. — NO.    DCLXXV.  D 


50                        The  Two  Mrs.  Scudamores. — Conclusion.  [Jan. 

of    it  yourself ;   and  I've  come  to  you  think  you  are  right,  but  surely 

make  a  change."  it  is  T  who  must  know  best" 

4,Sir,"  said  Amy,  interposing,  as  "You — know  best  I   Why,  Auntie, 

she  felt  Mrs.   Thomas    quiver  and  you  don't  know  your  own  mind  for 

shake,  "  you  forget  whom  you  are  two  minutes  together,",  he  said,  with 

speaking  to.     You  may  be  her  rela-  an  air  "of  levity.     u  Come  now,  take 

tion,  but  you  have  no  right  to  talk  it  easy.     We  need  not  trouble  Miss 

to  my  aunt  so."  Scudamore    with    this    business  of 

The    man   started.     And  as    she  ours." 

threw  back  her  veil  and  looked  at  "  Oh,  Tom !"  cried  the  poor  lady, 

#him  with  indignation  in  her  face,  a  ugo  away,  for  heaven's  sake!     It 

"  sudden  change  came  over  him.     lie  shall  be  none  the  worse  for  you — it 

took  off  his  hat :  his  manner  altered  will  be  better  for  you.     I  shall  have 

all  at  once.  it  in  my  power  to  do  something — 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  Miss  Scuda-  at  once.     Oh,  Tom !  why  will  you 

more,"   he  said ;    "  I  did  not  know  torture  me  ?    I  have  never  been  cruel 

•  you  were  there."  to  you.     I  will  meet  you  anywhere 

Amy  took  courage  from  this  sud-  you  please,   and  talk  it  all    over ; 

den    victory.      It    gave    her— how  but,  for  pity's  sake,  go  now  !     Don't 

could  she  help  it  ? — a  certain  thrill  come  to  Scudamore ; — anywhere  but 

of  satisfaction  to  see  her  own  power,  here." 

44  Indeed,  I   don't  think  it  matters  He    did    not   look    at    her.      Ho 

whether  I  am  here  or  not,"  she  said,  showed  no   signs  of  being  affected 

more    softly.      "  Aunt    Thomas    is  by  her  appeal.     lie  looked  at  Amy 

very  kind ;  you  ought  to  be  good  — at  her    wondering,    wistful    face, 

to  her  all  the  same."  and  the  paleness  that  had  come  over 

44  Aunt  Thomas  ?"  he  said,    with  it ;   and,    with   his  eye  on  her,   he 

a  laugh,  which    was  subdued,  but  answered,  slowly,    44  Of  all  places  in 

still    offensive    to    Amy's  sensitive  the  world,  it  is  to  Scudamore  I  wish 

ear ;  and  then  he  drew  half  a  step  to  come." 

nearer.     44  It  is  odd,  is  it  not,  that  Mrs.   Thomas  drew  herself  apart 

she  should  be  aunt  both  to  you  and  from  her  young    companion.      She 

to  me  ?"  stood  before  him,  trembling,  crying, 

44  Yes,  it  is  strange,"  said  Amy,  wringing  her  hands.     44  Oh,    Tom ! 

erecting  her  head.     It  was  not  only  if  I  ever  was  good  to  you  in  my 

strange,  it  seemed  intolerable  look-  life — if    I    ever   showed    you    any 

ing  at  this  man.     44  Let  us  go  home,"  kindness — oh,  Tom ! — Tom ! " 

she  said,  suddenly.     u  Mamma  will  He      kept      looking      at      Amy, 

not    allow    Aunt    Thomas    to    be  not  at  her ;   and  it  was  cither  be- 

troubled.     Don't    tremble;    we  are  cause  of  some  regret  in  his  look, 

near  home."  or  because    she    was    absorbed    in 

44 1  am  going  with  you,   if  you  the  question   which  was   evidently 

will  allow  me,    said  Mr.  Tom  Fur*  so    important*  •  but    Amy    felt    no 

ness.     "I  have  business  with  Mrs.  offence  at  his  gaze.     She  did  not 

Scudamore  too."  much     notice    it,     in    fact       She 

Mrs.  Thomas  was  leaning  all  her  watched    with    a  keen    sense    that 

weight  upon  Amy,  so  that  the  girl  something    momentous,     something 

could     scarcely    support    hen      At  more  than  she  could  judge  of,  was 

these  words  she  let  go  her  hold,  involved. 

and  turning    to  her    nephew  with  "Aunt,  it  is  of  no  use  speaking," 

upraised  hands,  burst  suddenly  into  he  said  ;    **  I  am  going  with  you  ; 

tears,  t  but  perhaps,  if  you  all  please,  it  may 

44  Oh,   Tom,   Tom,   don't    please!  be  for  good,  and  not  for  harm." 
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CHAPTER   VI. 


That  day  was  a  memorable  one  at  was  cheered  and  brightened  by  Rex's 
Scudamore  —  memorable  in  more  presence ;  she  was  looking  almost 
ways  than  one,  and  to  more  than  like  her  former  self ;  the  cloud  had 
one  member  of  the  household;  for  lightened  off  her  face.  For  a  mo- 
when  Amy  entered  the  drawing-room  ment  she  had  been  overcast  by  the 
she  found  some  one  there  who  drove  fear  that  Aunt  Thomas  was  about 
Mr.  Tom  Furness  and  all  the  rest  to  follow  Amy  into  the  room  ;  but 
of  the  world  out  of  her  head  for  when  no  one  appeared,  Mrs.  Scuda- 
five  wonderful  moments."  Ho  was  more  opened  her  heart  to  the  plea- 
sitting  by  her  mother,  but  with  his  sure  of  the  moment.  Poor  heart ! 
eyes  fixed  on  the  door,  and  a  glad  it  had  ached  enough  —  this  one 
gleam'  in  them  as  she  appeared.  He  moment  it  might  surely  take  and 
had  been  travelling  for  more  than  a  rest  She  talked  as  she  had  not 
year,  and  before  he  went  away  Amy  talked  for  months.  She  seemed  to 
had  been  too  young  to  be  disturbed  have  thrown  off  her  burden — the 
in  her  tranquillity  by  a  love-tale—  shadow  that  hung  over  her.  There 
so  at  least  Rex  Bayard  thought  were  Rex's  travels  to  discuss,  and  all 
He  did  not  know  that  he  had  any  he  had  been  doing.  Now  he  was 
place  beyond  that  of  an  old  friend  to  settle  down  at  home,  and  that  too 
in  Amy's  heart;  hut  she  knew,  in  had  to  be  discussed.  Mrs.  Scuda- 
some  magical  way,  that  she  was  more  thrust  her  own  miseries  away 
queen  of  his,  or  at  least  possible  from  her.  The  young  man  had 
queen.  And  here  he  was  looking  grown  up  at  her  knee,  as  it  were, 
for  her,  making  a  special  new  world  yet  not  young  enough  to  be  a  child 
for  her  within  the  other.  Every-  to  her,  with  something  rather  of  that 
thing  else  went  out  of  Amy's  head;  half-way  stage  between  a  son  and 
she  had  to  subdue  her  joy,  her  a  brother,  which  is  so  pleasant  a 
sweet  consciousness,  the  flush  of  ex-  relationship.  Ho  was  a  full-grown 
quisite  shy  feeling  that  came  over  man,  and  so  on  her  own  level ;  and 
her,  to  look  as  if  she  was  "  very  glad  yet  he  was  young,  and  was  on  her 
to  see  him  again,"  and  no  more — to  child's  level  How  Mrs.  Scudamore 
behave  herself,  in  short,  as  a  girl  brightened  up  ?  She  would  not  •  even 
trained  under  her  mother's  eyes,  in  allow  herself  to  think  of  what  might 
all  the  fine  decorums  of  womanly  be  coming ;  she  took  the  pleasure  of 
self-restraint,  ought  to  behave ;  lest  the  moment — the  only  one  she  had 
he  should  see  that  her  heart  was  allowed  herself  to  take  for  so  long. 
beating,  and  the  light  in  her  eye  "  Oh !"  said  Amy,  all  at  once,'  with 
dancing  with  this  sudden,  warm,  a  start  of  recollection.  Her  mother 
unlooked-for  flash  of  delight.  looked  at  her,   and  before  a   word 

She  had  sat  down,    keeping    her  had  been   said,   felt  that  this  good 

mother  between  them,  with  a  girl's  moment  was  at  an  end. 
ahy  sweet  artifice,  taking  refuge  in        "  What  is  it  ?"   she   asked,    with 

Mrs.  Scudamore' s  shadow,   and  had  the  greyness  of  sudden  pain  falling 

been  listening  to  his  voice,   asking  in  a  moment  over  her  animated  face. 
him  pleasant  meaningless  questions,        "  Oh,  mamma,  I  beg  your  pardon, 

for  five  minutes  before  she  bethought  I  forgot !  and  I  wish  I   could  have 

herself — Ave  minutes  she  supposed  forgotten  still,"  said  Amy,  in  a  low, 

— but  time  went  quickly  just  then  confused  tone.     "  Mamma,   there  is- 

with  Amy.     Mrs.    Scudamore,    too,  some  ons  ia  the  library." 
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44 1  know,"  said  Mrs.    Scudamore,  "  Let  me  manage  it  my  own   way," 

with  a  voice  of    despair.      She  put  she    said ;    44  there   can    be    nothing 

her  two  hands  together  as  if  to  hold  gained   by  your  remaining — nothing 

herself  up  ;  or  did  she  pray,  sitting  but  pain  to  yourself ;"  and  she  had 

deadly  still  for  one  moment  and  no  confronted    the    assailer    all    alone, 

more,  with  her  head  a  little  lifted,  She  had  brought  against  him  every 

her  whole  frame  rigid  ?     Then   she  weapon    that    was    in     her    powev. 

drew  a  long  heavy   sigh,   and  then  She  had  set  her  face  like  a  rock  ; 

slowly,    reluctantly    rose    from    her  she  had  refused  to  believe  what  she 

chair.     44 1  must  leave  you  now — for  knew   in   the   depths   of    her   heart 

a — few  minutes,"  she  said,  and  went  must  be  true.     She  had  not  yielded, 

out  of  the  room  as  if  she  were  going  would  not  yield,  her  pretensions  for 

to  her  execution,  with  death  already  a  moment      She  was   carrying  out 

in  her  face.  her  formula  to  the   last   letter.     At 

44  Is  there  anything  wrong  ?"  asked  the  risk  of  her  life,  to  the  peril  of 

Bayard,    amazed ;    is    Mrs.     Scuda-  her  soul,  she  would  fight*  this   last 

more  ill  ?  what  has  happened  ?    May  supreme  battle  out 
I  know  ?"                                              .      And    then   Mrs.    Soudamore    was 

Upon  which  poor  Amy,  who  had  taken  by  surprise  all  at  once  by  an 
been  obliged  to  restrain  herself  so  unexpected  proposal  he  made  to  her 
long,  and  who  was  now  for  the  first  — a.  proposal  to  remove  his  opposi- 
time,  since  she  awakened  to  all  those  tion  altogether — to  become  as  fast 
unexpected  troubles,  by  the  side  of  a  friend  as  he  had  been  an  enemy, 
one  whose  sympathy  was  certain  and  to  consent  to  everything  she 
— poor  Amy  suddenly  covered  her  could  wish.  He  made  this  pro- 
face  with  her  hands,  and  fell  a-cry-  posal  when  she  was  in  her  fullest 
ing,  overcome  by  the  misery  and  the  strain  of  opposition,  denying  and 
happiness  together.  One  she  could  resisting  everything.  It  had  the 
have  borne,  but  the  two  together  strangest  effect  upon  her.  She  had 
were  more  than  she  could  bear.  been  fighting  the  battle   of    despair, 

44  Oh,     I    cannot     tell — I    cannot  though   she  had    kept    so    brave    a 

tell,"  she  said.     44 1  think  my  heart  front ;  and  here  was  a  way  of  escape, 

will  break ;  I  don't  know  what  is  A     sudden    extraodinary    pang    of 

is,  but  it  is  killing  mamma."  relief    seized    her.      She    had    been 

44  Tell  me  what  it  is,"   said    the  on  the  strain   so  long,    that  escape 

young  lover,  drawing  close  to  her.  seemed  to  her  the  greatest,  the  only 

To  make  it  easier  he  told  her  some-  good  which    life  could   give.      Had 

thing  else  first — how  he  loved  her,  the  man  meant  falsely,    he    would 

how  he  had  thought  of  her  wherever  have  found  out    her    weakness    by 

he  went,  how  he  hvd  come  baek  for  this  means.     She  sank  into  a  chair, 

her.      It  all  came  upon  Amy  like  a  her  nerves  relaxed,  a  cry  came  from 

sweet  surprise,  a  delicious  miracle  ;  her   heart ;    and    though    the    next 

and  yet  she  knew  it  was  coming,  moment  she  braced  herself  to  her  old 

but  only  some  time — not  now.  sternness,  it  was  impossible  to  dis- 

Thus  there  were  two  scenes  going  guise  that  first  movement  of  hope, 

on  within  the  agitated  house,   both  Her  eyes  were  dazzled  and  blinded  by 

of   which   penetrated   down    to    the  the  prize  held   out   to   her — safety, 

very  depths  of  nature  in  the  persons  It  was  not /herself  she  was  thinking 

concerned.       In    the    library    Mrs.  of,  heaven  knows ;  for  herself  she 

Scudamore  was  alone  with  Furness.  felt  it  would   be  easy   to  go  away 

She  had  sent  Mrs.    Thomas  away,  and  hide  her  stricken  heart,  and  be 

half    in    contempt,    half    in    pity,  heard  of  no  more.     But  the  children 
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— Charlie  and    his    birthright — the  suffer — Charlie    most    bitterly    and 

girls  and    their    honour —oh,  what  terribly,  in  such  a  way  that  he  would 

a  temptation  it  was !     She    would  be  ruined  before  he  began  life ;  and 

hare  risked  her   soul    to  buy  this  Amy  herself  would  be  miserably  in- 

deliverance,  she  had  said.     But  the  jured — it  would    be    as  good  as  a 

price  asked  for  it  was  not  her  soul,  renunciation  of  all  prospects  for  her ; 

nor  her  life — it  was  her  child.  and  even  the  little  girls,  the  two  in- 

"  I  feel  as  if  I  could  worship  nocent  creatures  in  the  nursery.  It 
her,"  said  Tom  Furness.  "  Give  her  would  be  ruin,  destruction,  misery 
to  me,  and  Til  make  her  happy.  I  to  all.  She  sat  silent,  with  this  pan- 
never  saw  any  one  like  her.  It's  a  orama  passing  before  her — forget- 
folly ;  for  if  I  held  out,  I  know  we  ting  the  man's  very  presence  in  the 
could  have  everything ;  but  for  her  excitement  of  the  offer  he  had  made. 
sake  I'll  give  in.  I'll  consent  to  What  was  it  he  asked? — a  sacrifice 
destroy  tjie  papers.  I'll  even  take  — a  sacrifice  bitter  and  sad,  but  such 
Auntie  off  your  hands :  I  can  manage  a  sacrifice  as  had  been  made  before 
that — so  long  as  you'll  give  her  to  now.  An  Iphigenia,  an  Andromeda, 
me;  with  her  just  fortune,  of  course."  perhaps  not    so  bad — not  so  bad! 

Mrs.  Scudamore  forgot  herself  in  and  to  save  tho  rest.     And  Amy  was 

this  wonderful  sudden  opening  out  the  kind  pf  girl  to  make  a  sacrifice ; 

of  the  darkness.     "  My  child  is  the  she  could    do    it  though  it  would 

dearest  thing  I  have  in  the  world.     I  rend  her  heart     Poor  Mrs.  Scuda- 

would  give  all  I  have  rather  than  sa-  more  had  lived  without  love  herself 

orifice  Amy,"  she  said.  — it  was  a  hideous  life,  and  yet  she 

"How  do  you  know  it  would  had  come  through  it,  and  had  found 
sacrifice  Amy?  She  was  awfully  a  compensation  in  her  children, 
civil — as  civil  as  she  could  be,  the  She  had  done  it  without  any  grand 
first  time  I  was  here — and  I'd  make  motive  ;  but  Amy's  motive  would  be- 
her  a  good  husband.  I  am  as  fond  the  sublimes t  that  ever  woman  had, — 
of  her  as  any  man  could  be.  I'd  to  save  her  family,  their  honour,  their 
rather  have  her  without  a  ponny,  credit,  their  very  life.  She  gave 
than  any  girl  I  ever  saw  with  a  great  him  no  answer  as  he  stood  there  be- 
fortune.  Though,  mind,  I  must  fore  her,  but  she  sat  and  pondered 
have  her  fortune,  too, ,  for  her  own  with  a  hot  red  flush  upon  her  cheeks. 
sake.  Now,  that's  my  proposal.  Before  she  had  half  done  thinking, 
I'm  acting  like  a  fool,  for  I  might  he  pressed  her  for  an  answer.  How 
have  everything,  and  most  likely  her  could  she  give  an  answer  ?  How 
too ;  but  it's  my  fancy,  and  I  mean  could  she  sacrifice  her  daughter  ?  and 
to  please  my  eye  if  I  should  grieve  oh,  how  could  she,  how  could  she 
my  heart  Now,  this  is  what  I  pro-  give  up  this  possible  escape  ? 
pose— if  you  accept,  we're  friends  "  Stay,"  she  said,  feebly, "  stay  over 
for  ever :  we'll  make  a  bonfire  of  to-night ;  I  cannot  give  you  an 
everything,  and  you're  my  mother-  answer  all  at  once.  If  you  will  stay 
in-law,  whom  I'm  bound  to  defend ;  and — dine — with  us — in  the  even- 
but  if  not "  ing  I  will  tell  you.     Oh,  it  is  a  hard 

He  stopped  short  with  a  tone  of  price — a  bitter  price!" 
irritation,  for  Mrs.  Scudamore  had        "By  Jove!   you  are  complimen- 

shuddered  at  the  title.     His  mother*  tary,"  he  said;  "but  I'll  stay  all  tho 

in-law  I  good  heavens!  but,  on  the  same.     It  is.  the  only  price  I  will 

other  side,  all  the  results  surged  up  take." 

upon  her,  all  the  possibilities ;  there        And,  sighing,  she  went  away  from 

not  one  of  the  family  but  would  him,  as  sighing  she  had  come.     But 
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not  so  hopeless  as  when   she  had  no  one  should  guess  where  it  had 

come — seeing    one    gleam    of    light  been. 

through  the  darkness,  seeing  some  Mrs.  Scudamore  remained  in  her 
hope.  Amy  had  never  been  wooed  room  till  dinner.  She  did  not  think 
as  yet ;  how  could  any  one  tell  what  again  about  Rex  Bayard.  No  doubt, 
the  girl's  fancy  might  be  V  And  the  she  thought — if  she  thought  at  all — 
man  loved  her  in  his  way.  And —  that  he  had  gone  long  ago.  She  had 
it  was  the  only  hope.  Now  that  imagined  once — was  it  a  hundred 
there  was  a  hope,  Mrs.  Scudamore  years  ago  ? — that  her  pretty  Amy 
seemed  to  become  more  and  more  was  very  fair  and  sweet  in  the  young 
sensible  of  the  awful  gulf  on  the  brink  man's  eyes.  But  what  were  such 
of  which  she  stood.  It  was  not  only  levities  as  a  boy's  or  a  girl's  fancy 
ruin — it  was  more  than  that ;  more  to  her  now  ?  She  did  not  even 
awful,  more  total  destruction  than  think  of  that  in  the  agitation  and 
anything  which  concerned  worldly  excitement  of  this  moment.  Rex 
goods  alone.  She  shuddered  as  she  Bayard  passed  from  her  mind  alto- 
thought  of  it,  now  that  it  was  pos-  gether ;  and  when  Amy  ran  up  late 
sible  to  escape.  She  left  the  man  to  dress,  and  would  have  come  to 
with  her  head  full  of  his  proposal,  her  mother  with  her  confession,  Mrs. 
and  went  back  to  the  drawing-room.  Scudamore  sent  her  away  hastily. 
But  Amy  and  her  lover  had  strayed  "  You  are  very  late,"  she  said.  u  I 
away  out  of  the  room,  and  therefore  will  speak  to  you  after  dinner,  Amy  ; 
Mrs.  Scudamore's  terrible  hope  wasT  there  is  no  time  now.  It  was 
not  brought  to  an  end.  She  went  thoughtless,  very  thoughtless  to  be 
and  shut  herself  up  in  her  own  room,  so  late.  How  could  you  tell  what  I 
and  brooded  over  it  That  one  might  have  to  talk  to  you  about? 
should  suffer  to  deliver  many  was  a  But  make  haste ;  there  is  no  time  to 
rule  of  the  universe.     The  first  and  lose." 

greatest  who  had    ever    borne  the  She  did  not  observe  Amy's  bril- 

name  of  man  had  done  it ;  and  so  liant  check,  not  her  eyes  dewy  and 

many  after  Him  had   done  it.     To  abashed    with    happiness.       Happi- 

sufter  vicariously. for  some  one  else  ness  !  Mrs.  Scudamore  had  forgotten 

that  some  one  else  might  go  free,  how  it  looked.     Her  heart  was  verv 

why,   it  was  nothing    unusual ;    it  sore,   and  throbbing  with    feverish 

was  a  law  of  the  world ;  and  Amy  pain.     She  was  in  haste  now  to  go 

was  the  girl  to  do  it     She  would  down  again  to  sec  the  man  whp  had 

never  hesitate  to  do  it     She  would  so  much  in  his  power,  and  who  was 

accept  it  as  natural  and  fit  that  she  willing    to    save    her — to    see    him 

should  suffer  to  save  her  family,  as  again,  and  to  persuade  herself  that 

her  mother  felt  she  herself  would  Amy  might  be  brought  to  endure 

have  done  had  she  been  in  her  place,  him,  that  the  child  would   not  be 

Amy  would  do  it;  and  oh,  was  it  wretched:   he  was  young,   ho  was 

possible,    was   there   peace    beyond  well-looking  enough,  and  he  adored 

this  raging  storm   which   enveloped  her.       Surely    Amy    would    do    it 

her    life  ?      Would    this    hurricane  She  was  such  a  child — so  yielding, 

pass  over  ?  and  was  it  possible  that  so  facile,    so  dutifuL      Surely  she 

again  everything  would  be  as  it  had  would  do  it ;  and  the  bargain  would 

been  ?    But  no ;   alas !   never  could  be  made,   and    safety  and    honour 

these  three  months  be .  obliterated ;  bought    and    paid    for.     Amy    had 

neither  tears  nor  blood  could  wash  seen  nobody — she  would  have    no 

out  the  mark ;  but  it  might  be  cov-  terrible  comparison  to  make  in  her 

cred  over,  covered  for  ever,  so  that  mind  between  him  and  others.     She 
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had  never  been  wooed  before  ;  and  and  flattered — ber  vanity,  if  not  her 

probably  the    Strange    new  gift    of  heart,  contended.     Oh,  if  this  only 

love  thus  bestowed  upon  her  might  might  bo  the  case !     For  surely  Amy 

touch     the    child's    heart,  and    she  would  do  it— of  that  there  could  be 

would* bo  not,  at  least,  very  unhappy,  no  doubt. 
Not     unhappy  —  pleased,      perhaps, 


CITAPTER  VII. 

Mrs.  Scudamore  was  taken  aback  which  was  not  easy,  the  pretcn- 
— she  could  scarcely  have  told  why  sion  and  vulgarity  of  the  other. 
— by  the  appearance  of  Rex  Bayard  They  brought  each  other  out,  as  a 
in  the  drawing  room  when  she  came  painter  would  say  Tom  Furness 
down  to  dinner.  It  is  true  he  was  had  never  been  so  much  Tom  Fur- 
an  old  friend,  and  sufficiently  inti-  ness  the  attorney,  Tom  Furness 
mate  in  the  house  to  stay  to  dinner  the  would-be  swell,  as  Rex's  appear- 
without  a  very  formal  invitation ;  but  ance  by  his  side  made  him  ;  and 
still  the  sight  of  him  annoyed  her.  Sir  Reginald  Bayard  had  never 
She  had  come  down  late,  as  she  looked  so  perfect  a  fits  de  croise  as 
generally  did  now,  and  the  whole  he  did  with  Tom's  shadow  bringing 
party  were  there,  so  that  no  imme-  him  into  full  relief.  This  was  all 
diate  explanation  could  be  offered.  Mrs.  Scudamore  thought  of  for  the 

44  I  asked  him  to  stay,  mamma,"  moment ;  but  it  was  enough  to  add 

said    Amy,    timidly  whispering    in  a  shade  of  additional  annoyance  to 

her  ear.     %  the  bitter  conflict  of  misery  in  her 

44  Oh,  it  is  quite  right,"  said  Mrs.  heart.     She  avoided  Rex,  she  could 

Scudamore,   coldly.       She  was  not  not  tell  why,  with  a  feeling  of  irri- 

angry,  but  she  was  put  out ;    for  tation     which    was    uncontrollable. 

her  own   guest,   the    man   she  had  His   mere   presence   did   it      Why 

asked  to  stay,  was  by  this  unexpected  was  he  here,   making  the  contrast 

step  put  to  such  a  disadvantage  as  visible,  tempting  Amy  to  vain  com- 

his  patroness  in  this  terrible  emer-  parisons  ?    Comparisons  every  way 

gency  would  have  done  much  to  save  vain;  for    was    not    Tom     Furness 

him    from.       It    does    not    always  Amy's  fate?    Whom  else  could  she 

happen  that  high  family  and  good  marry  ?      Mrs.  Scudamore  felt  that 

blood  stamp  themselves  upon  either  she  could  not,  dared  not,  permit  her 

countenance  or  bearing  of  their  pos-  child  to  enter  a  spotless  honourable 

sessors — indeed  it  is  as  common  as  family.     She    could  marry    no    one 

not  that  the  reverse  is   the  case  ;  except  this  man.     To  this  point  her 

and  a    stranger    generally  finds    it  thoughts   had    already   come.      She 

hard  to  tell  which  is  the  peer  and  made    Rex  walk  into    dinner  with 

which  is  the  plebeian.     But    there  Mrs.   Thomas,   to    his  wonder    and 

are  cases  in  which  the  difference  is  dismay,    and  took  with    a  shudder 

as  strongly  marked  as  the  highest  the  arm  of  tho  other, 

idealism    could    require ;    and    Rex  "It's  to  bo  a  bargain,  I   hope,'' 

Bayard    was    as    near    the    typical  her  odious  companion   said  to  her. 

representation  of  an  English  'gentle-  audibly,    as    they    went    from    one 

man  af  it  is  easy  to  find.     His  ease  room  to  another  ;  and  Rex   looked 

and    perfect    good-breeding  showed  back  at  her  over  his  shoulder  with 

at  once,  as  by  an  illumination,  tho  the  most  curious,  wondering,  wist- 

awkardness,   the    forced    familiarity  ful  look.     He,  too,  wished  to  speak 
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to  her.      If    it  had  but  been  any  Oh,  how  kind  mamma  is  !  thought 

night  but  this !                                   *  Amy  to  herself.     Though  she  looks 

He  did  manage  to  speak  to  her  a  little  stern  at  times,  how  good  she 

during  dinner,   which  terrible  meal  is  !  for  if  there  ever  was  a  horrible, 

seemed  to  the  miserable  woman  as    wretched,    shocking And  then 

if  it  would  never  end.  "  May  I  the  girl  came  and  fluttered-  about 
see  you  for  two  minutes  in  the  li-  her  mother,  watching  to  make  sure 
brar}r  before  I  leave  ?"  Rex  whis-  that  Aunt  Thomas  was  out  of  the 
pered.  "  Oh  yes !"  she  said,  dully,  way,  and  scheming,  with  panting 
She  did  not  even  ask  herself  what  breath  and  beating  heart,  how  she 
he  could  want.  For  the  rest,  Mr.  was  to  begin  her  tale.  Her  move- 
Tom  Furness  filled  up  all  the  gaps  ments  caught  her  mother's  eye,  and 
during  dinner  with  his  mere  pre-  chafed  her  in  her  irritated  condition, 
sence.  He  was  contemptuously  joe-  u  Amy,  pray  sit  down,"  she  said, 
ular  to  his  aunt,  admiringly  familiar  fretfully  ;  "  you  worry  one  so  with 
to  Amy,  and,  though  she  awed  him,  your  restlessness."  And  thus  poor 
took  an  air  of  Ion  camarade  with  Amy  subsided  too,  not  daring  to 
Mrs.  Scudamore,  which  humbled  her  speak. 

more    than    anything  she    had  yet  "  If    you    please,     ma'am,"    said 

encountered.       u  You  and    I   know  Woods,  "  Sir  Reginald  is  waiting  in 

better,"  he  would  say,  appealing  to  the  library,"  and  he  held  the  door 

her ;  "  we  are  up  to  all  that  sort  of  solemnly  open  to  admit   Tom  Fur- 

thing,  you  and  I,"  with  an  insuffer-  ness,    who    appeared    behind    him. 

able  nod  of  complaisance  and  assur-  Amy  sprang  up  and  kissed  her  mo- 

ance.     How  dreadful  it  was  !     The  ther  as  she  went  out.     She  did  not 

dinner  seemed  to  last  a  year ;  and  explain  herself,  and  Mrs.  Scudamore 

even  when  they  left  there  was  Amy  asked  no  questions.    But  oh  1  to  be 

with  a  little  important  face  looking  left  here  with  this  man,  while  Rex 

at  her,  as.  if  she  too  knew  something,  was  pleading    his  cause    so    near  ! 

What  could  the  child  know  ?     She  Fortunately,  however,  Amy  thought, 

could  not  have  divined,  surely  could  with  a  smile  in  her  eyes,  Rex's  cause 

not  suspect,  the  fate  which  was  com-  would    not    want    much     pleading. 

ing  on  herself.  Mamma    was    fond    of    him,   too— 

UI  hope  you  will  not  judge  poor  mamma  had  known  him  all  his  life 

Tom  hardly,   said  Mrs.  Thomas,  when  — mamma  had  been  fond  of  his  mo- 

they  had  got  to  the  drawing-room.  ther.     To  plead  that  cause  would  be 

It  was  rarely  that  she  addressed  of  no  hard  matter.     But  yet  Amy  could 

her  own  accord  the  mistress  of  the  not  but  wonder  what  her    mother 

house';  but  to-night   her  womanish  would  say.     Would  she  be  sorry  to 

sense    had  perceived  her   nephew's  think  that  she  was  going  to  lose  her 

inappropriateness  in  this  place,  and  child  ?      Would  she  say  they  were 

she  could  not  refrain  from  an  apol-  both  too  young  ?    Would  she  scold 

ogy.     "  He  has  not  been  used  to  it,  him  for  speaking  to  Amy  first ;  or 

and   he    was    a   little   excited — and  would  she  give  him  a  motherly  kiss, 

anxious  to  please — and  afraid "  and  send  him  to  fetch  her  ?    The 

44  He   does  very  well,"  said  Mrs.  girl's  mind  was  full  of  these  thoughts 

Scudamore.     "  There  is  nothing    to  when  she  was  left  alone  with  Mrs. 

make  excuses  for.     I  think   he  did  Thomas   and  her  nephew,  and  her 

perfectly  well."  impatience  and  abstraction  weYe  evi- 

44  You  are  very  kind,  I  am  sure,"  dent.     4k  My  dear,  I  am  afraid  you 

said  Mrs.   Thomas,   retreating  back  are  not  well,"   said  Aunt  Thomas, 

into  a  corner  almost  out  of    sight  putting  down  to   her  nephew's  ac- 
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count  the  cloudy  look  which    had  awakened.      The    words  were  true 

come  over  the  young  face  she  was  when  she  said  them ;   hut  by  the 

beginning  to  love.     "  Miss  Amy  is  time  he  had  received  them  they  had 

thinking  of  some  one/1  said  Mr.  Tom  become  untrue.      She  gave  a  great 

Furness,  with  an  attempt  at  raillery,  start — her  heart  began  to  beat — she 

which    he  accomplished   with   even  confronted  him  as  she  might  have 

more  awkwardness  than  his  wont ;  confronted  her  enemy ;  but  she  did 

for  though  he  thought  it  gallant,  and,  not  say  another  word.     She  left  it 

indeed,  his  duty  to  be  jocular  and  to  him  to  speak. 

make  innuendoes,  he  had  too  much  "  Is  it  so  ?"  he  said,  with  surprise 

awe  of  Amy  to  be  at  ease  in  the  at-  and  a  shade  of  regret.     "  How  stupid 

tempt     "Thanks;  I  am  quite  well,' '.  T  must  be  then!  how  little  I  must 

she  said,  growing  red,  with  a  hau-  have    made  myself    known!      Mrs. 

teur  which  he  had  not  yet  seen  in  Scudamore,  I  want  to  ask  you  for 

her.      "What  she  would  have  given  Amy.     T  have  loved  her  ever  since 

to  get  rid  of    the  two!  —  to  rush  she  was  a  child.     She  is  the  only 

away  from  them  and  await  some-  one  I  have  ever  dreamt  of  as  my 

where  in  the  silence  her  mother's  wife.      You  know  all  about  me,  as 

decision — or  rather,  as  she  herself  well  as  I  do  myself.     There  are  no 

put  it,  wait  till  her  mother  should  explanations  to    make,   except  that 

send  for  her.     But  that  was  impos-  I  love  her  dearly,  dearly— and  she 

sible.      She  had  to  remain,  and  to  says  she  loves  me.     I  am  so  happy 

be  civil  to  them,  listening  to  every  I  can't  talk  about  it     Why  should 

sound,   and    feeling    every  muffled  you  turn  away  ?     I  will  not  carry 

movement     or     voice    which    was  her  away  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

half  audible  in  the  distance  going  She  will  always  be  near  you— here 

through  her  heart  — next  house,  as  it  were.     Mother, 

Mrs.   Scudamore  went   to  theli-  don't  turn  away  from  me.     I  want 

bnury  to  meet  Rex  without  having  a  mother,    too,  as  well  as  a  wife, 

once  realised  what  it  was  he  might  Are  you  angry  ?     Have  I  taken  you 

have  to  say   to  her.      She  moved  by  surprise  ?" 

about  in  such  a  cloud  of  her  own  Mrs.    Scudamore    kept    her  face 

trouble  —  an  atmosphere  of   secret,  turned  away.      She  drew  from  his 

all-absorbing,    personal    care  —  that  the  hand  he  had  taken,  and  with 

she  had  lost  all  insight  into  other  the  other  put  him  away  from  her. 

people's  feelings.     She  moved  along  "  No    more — no    more,"  she  eried. 

dully,  not  roused  even  by  the  thought  "Yes;    I  am  taken    by  surprise — I 

that  it  was  a  strange  thing  for  Hex  am — angry.     No ;  I  am  not  angry, 

Bayard    to  seek  an  interview  with  Sir  Reginald,  for  you  do  my  daughter 

her.     Her  imagination  was  too  busy  a  great  honour ;    but  it  cannot  be 

with  her  own  affairs  to  have  any  — it  can  never  be." 

leisure  for    speculation   on  such  a  He  stood  amazed  where  she  had 

subject     He  came  up  to  her  eagerly  left    him,  while    she  went    to    the 

when  she  entered  the  library,  and  table  and  sat  down,   turning  from 

took  her  hand  in  both  of  his.     He  him,  leaning  her  head  on  her  hands. 

looked  into  her  face  anxiously,  try-  He  stood  there,  in  the  centre  of  the 

ing  to  read  its  expression.     "Dear  room,    petrified.       "Sir    Reginald! 

Mrs.    Scudamore,"    ho   said,    "you  a  great  honour!"  he  cried  to  him- 

know  what  I  want  to  say  to  you.  self,  with  an  amazement  which  no 

I  am  sure  you  know."  words  could  express ;  and  for  the  first 

"  I  don't  know,  indeed,"  she  said,  moment  he  thought  she  was  mad  ; 

and  then  suddenly  started  like  one  nothing  else  seemed  possible  to  ex 
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plain  it.  He  thought  that  this  Something  has  happened  that  makes 
must  be  the  explanation  of  all  that  your  marriage  with  Amy  impossible 
had  troubled  his  Amy — her  mother  — impossible !  You  must  under- 
must  be  mad.  God  help  her!  it  stand  that  It  is  not  with  my  will 
was  a  terrible  calamity ;  but  yet  it  I  say  it — it  breaks  my  heart  But 
was  not  despair,  as  this  would  be  it  must  be  said.  Impossible  either 
could  he  believe  her  to  be  in  her  now  or  at  any  other  time,  whatover 
senses.  He  hurried  after  her  to  you  may  suffer,  or  even  she — im- 
where  she  had  seated  herself.  He  possible.  Rex,  it  is  not  with  my 
laid  his  hand  softly  upon  her  arm.  will." 

"  Dear    Mrs.    Scudamore" he        "But  why  ?"  he  cried,  still  unbe- 

said.  lieving.     "This  is  mere  madness — 

She  shook  him  off;  she  'waved  folly  ;  in  heaven's  name,  why  ?" 
him  away  from  her ;  she  seemed  as  "  I  cannot  t3ll  you,"  she  said, 
though  she  would  have  risen  again        And  now  it  was  his  turn  to  be 

and  left  him :    and    then   suddenly  angry.       Ho    dropped     her     hand, 

turning  round,  she  caught  his  hand  which  he  had  been  holding.     "  You 

in  her  own,  and  wrung  it  with  a  pas-  must  tell  me,"  he  cried.     "  I  will 

sionate  painful  clasp.     "Rex,"  she  never  ,  agree  to  such   a  mysterious 

cried,  two  hot  tears  dropping  out  of  dismissal.     I  have  a  right  to  know 

her  eyes — "  Rex,  don't  torture  me ;  what  it  is." 

don't  ask  me  any   more.     I  would        "  And  I  say,  if  it  should  cost  mo 

give  her  to  you  sooner  than  to  any  my  life,  you  shall  never  know." 
one  in  the  world,  but  I  cannot — I        She  had  risen  to  irritation  again ; 

cannot     Don't  ask  me  again,  for  the  it  was  easier  to  be  angry  than  to 

love  of  God.     Go  away,  and  think  yield  to  any  other  feeling.     In  the 

of  Amy  no  more."  depths  of  her  soul  there  lay  a  sourd 

She  was  so  profonndly  agitated  irritation    with    everything  and    all 

that  he  dared  not  answer  her.     He  the  world. 

stood    by    her,  softly  touching  her        "  I  refuse  to  accept  your  decision," 

shoulder,  trying  to  soothe  her,  half  ho    cried.      "What!      I  am  to    be 

distracted,    yet    not    without    hope  made    miserable,   and  my  darling's 

still.       Something    was  the  matter  heart    broken,    without    a    reason, 

with    her,    with  her  brain    or  her  You  tell  me  calmly   we  are  to  bo 

health.     She  could  not  mean   this  separated — and  for  ever " 

in  sober  earnest     The  very  passion        "Do    I    tell    you    calmly  ?"    she 

of  her  words  showed  that  something  said,  with  a  miserable  smile.     "  But 

excited  her ;  and  what  was  there  to  there  has  been  enough  of  this.     Go 

excite  her  in  his  most  natural  love  away,  if  you  have  any  respect  left 

for  her  child  ?    So  he  stood  by  her,  for  me.     Leave  me,   and  leave  the 

soothing  her,   waiting  till  she  was  house,  as  soon  as  you  can.     There 

calm.     When  Mrs.  Scudamore  per-  is  nothing  but  misery  here." 
ceived  this  she  made  an   effort  to        But  he  would  not  leave  her;  he 

command  herself.  stayed,  and  implored,  and  upbraided, 

'•  Dear  Rex,"  she  said,  as  calmly  and  implored   again,  till  her  brain 

as    she    could,    "  you    think   I  am  was  burning  and  her  heart  breaking, 

excited,   and    that   I   do  not  mean  When  he  went  away  at  last,  it  was 

this.     You    must    think  I  am  mad  in  a  passion  of  rage  and  misery.    He 

even  to  turn    so  from'  my  friend's  was   so  wild  in  his  disappointment 

son — from  you  whom  I  have  loved  and  pain,  that  though  he  had  strug- 

all  your  life ;  "but  I  am  not  mad.  gled  with  her  for  leave  to  see  Amy 

Oh,   would    to '  God   that    I    were !  again,  he  rushed  away  without  ask- 


1872.]                   The  Two  Mrs.  Scudamores. — Conclusion.  50 

ing  for  her  at  last,  not  trusting  him-  This  was  a  want  of  decorum  which 
self  to  seek  an  interview.  Mrs.  their  guest  was  very  quick  to  note. 
Scudamorc  went  back  to  the  draw-  He  called  out  after  them,  "  Good- 
ing-room  alone.  She  had  been  a  night,  ladies,"  half  angry,  half  con- 
long  time  gone,  and  the  miserable  temptuous.  "They  don't  stand 
look  in  poor  Amy's  eyes,  when  she  upon  any  ceremony,"  he  said,  when 
lifted  them  at  her  mother's  entrance  the  door  closed  upon  them— "they 
and  saw  that  no  one  else  was  com-  artd  their  Sir  Reginald."  And  he 
ing,  went  to  the  distracted  woman's  began  to  walk  about  the  room, 
heart  The  other  terrible  candidate  fuming.  Mrs.  Thomas  came  up  to 
for  Amy's  favour  was  standing  in  him  from  her  corner.  The  poor 
front  of  the  girl,  talking  to  her,  try-  woman  was  keeping  a  very  hard 
ing  to  make  himself  agreeable,  with  command  over  herself, 
a  pertinacity  which  made  Mrs.  Scud-  "  Tom,"  she  said,  solemnly ;  "  oh, 
amore   sick  with  anger,  but  which  Tom !  you  thought  I  was  good  to 

fell    dull,  upon    Amy's    abstracted    you  once " 

senses.     She  was  wholly  absorbed  "  Bah  !"  said  he. 

in  the  strain  of  listening  for  sounds  "But  it  isn't  bah!     Your  mother 

outside  the  room ;  and  though  she  and  all  of  them  were  very  hard  on 

made  wide  answers,  yes  and  no,  and  me ;  they  thought  I  had  disgraced 

tried  to  keep  a  smile  upon  her  face,  the  family  ;    and    then   when    you 

she  scarcely  heard  what  Tom  Furness    found  out  this Tom,  look  into 

was  saying.  He  was  horrible  to  your  own  heart,  and  tell  me.  Since 
her  from  the  fact  that  he  was  there,  we  began  struggling  for  my  rights, 
but  not  from  any  other  cause.  Aunt  as  you  call  them — have  we  ever  been 
Thomas  was  looking  on  with  very  happy  since  ?" 
vivid  attention,  watching,  seeing  in  "  Auntie,  you're  a  fool.  Who  was 
some  degree  what  it  meant ;  but  talking  of  being  happy  ?"  he  re- 
Aunt  Thomas  did    not   know  how  plied. 

Mrs.  Scudamore  had  been  occupied,  "I  have  not,"  she  said,  simply. 

and  consequently  was  not  aware  of  "  Do  you  think  it's  nice  for  me  to 

the  worst  complication  of  all.  be  here,  an  interloper,  poisoning  the 

44  Amy,  I  am  very  tired.     If  Mrs.  very  air  that  poor  woman  breathes  ?" 

Thomas  will  excuse  me,"  said  Mrs.  "  Then  why  the  deuce  do  you  do 

Scudamore,  "  I  think  I  shall  go  to  it  f '  cried  the  man.     "  It's  your  own 

bed.     Come  with  me  ;  rhave  some-  fault.     Turn  them  out  and  be  done 

thing  to  say  to  you,  dear."  with  it     You  can  if  you  like." 

44 Has  Sir  Reginald  gone?"  asked  "And  ruin   the    children!"    she 

Aunt  Thomas,  beginning  to  perceive  cried.     "  Tom,   oh   Tom,    listen    to 

the  possibility  of  further  trouble.  me !     Like  this,  we  shall  never  have 

"Yes,   he  has  gone,"   said    Mrs.  a  bldssing  on  anything  we  do.     Let 

Scudamore,  with  a  deep  sigh.  us  take  money  and  go  away,  and 

Common  sight  seemed  to  be  fail-  leave  them  at  peace.      She'll  give 

ing  her.     She  saw  the  others  dimly  ;  money — enough    to    set    you    up ; 

but  without  looking  at  Amy,  she  enough  to  make   you  comfortable. 

saw  the    misery,  the    wonder,   the  Oh  Tom  if  I  ever  was  good  to  you 

despair  in  her  eyes.     She  held  out    in  my  life " 

her  hand,  and  they  went  out  of  the  "Aunt,   you're  a  fool,"   he  said 

room    together.     They   were    both  again,  sharply.     "  Go  to  bed.    Leave 

beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  civili-  them    at    peace— a    likely    thing ! 

ties — too    much    agitated,    too    un-  Take    money  ?    Oh    yes,    I'll    take 

liappy,    to    think    of    good-nights,  money,  and  more  than  money.     She 
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knows  what  I  will  take.     Auntie,  held  up  her  white  face  ready  to  en- 
hold  your  tongue,  and  go  to  bed."  dure  all  things.     She  looked  up  like 

That  was  the  end  of  one  appeal  Isaac,  without  a  thought  of  self-de- 

Another  was  being  made  in  Mrs.  fence. 

Scudam ore's    room    with    the  door  "  You  think  I  am  mad,"  said  Mrs. 

locked,   and  Amy  at  her  mother's  Scudamore.      "  Oh,   if  I  were  but 

knee  listening  to  her  fate.     It  was  mad !     Amy,  there  is  only  one  that 

as  fate  that  the  sentence  was  pro-  can  do  it     You  can  save  us  all  from 

nounced.     Rex  was  sent  away  never  disgrace  and  ruin.    You  can  save  his 

to  return.     It  was  impossible — im-  living  to  Charlie,  my  honour  to  me, 

possible-!     Mrs.     Scudamore    said,  an  honest  name  to  yourself  and  the 

Neither  now  nor  ever  could  he  be  rest     Without  you  we  are  outcasts, 

allowed  to  come  back.     Amy  had  nameless,  houseless.    Amy,  nothing 

been  kneeling  anxious  and  unhappy  we  have  is  ours,  unless  you  will  pay 

by  her  mother's   side.     At  this  she  the  price.     Amy,   everything  rests 

sank  down    softly  in  her  despair,  on  you." 

which   yet  was  more  consternation  "Nameless — houseless?  our  hon- 

than  despair.    And  she  too,  with  her  our — all  we  have  ?    Oh,  what  do  you 

white  lips,  with  her  eyes  hollowed  mean  ? — what  do  you  mean  ?"  cried 

out,  and  shining  as  from  two  white  Amy.     "Mother,  if  lam  to  do  this, 

caves,  demanded  why  ?  I  ought  to.  know,  at  least." 

"I  cannot  tell  you  why,"  the  "That  is  the  worst,"  she  cried, 
mother  cried.  "  Amy,  listen  to  me.  "  You  must  do  it,  and  you  must 
That  has  come  to  you  which  comes  not  know.  Oh,  if  I  could  die  and 
only  to  a  few  in  this  world.  Oh,  spare  you !  but  my  dying  would  do 
my  darling,  listen — listen !.  would  no  good.  It  is  only  you,  only  you. 
God  that  it  was  me  instead !  -but  I  Amy,  this  is  what  I  have  to  ask 
can  do  nothing,  only  you  can  do  it  of  you,  my  own.  To  sacrifice  your- 
Don't  you  think  Mary  would  have  self  for  your  family — to  save  us  at 
died  a  thousand  times,  if  she  could,  the  cost  of  yourself — without  know- 
rather  than  her  Son  ?"  ing  why.     Oh,  my  child,  can  you  do 

"  Oh,     mother,     what     dd     you  it  ?  will  you  do  it  ?  without  knowing 

mean?"                                          .  why?" 

"Amy,  Amy,"  cried  the  miserable  Amy  was  little  more  than  a  child, 

woman,  with  her  lip  at  the  child's  She  had  all  a  child's  sublime  confl- 

car,  "  you  are    one  of    those   that  dence  in  her  natural  guides ;    she 

must  be  a  sacrifice — a  whole  sacri-  had  not  begun  to  think  of  any  rights 

fice,  what  they  called  a  burnt-offer-  of  her  own  ;  and  she  was  full  of  that 

ing.     My  best    child,   my    dearest  intense    submission     of    innocence 

Amy,  l£  am  going  to  kill  you,  and^I  which  makes  a  child's  deathbed,  a 

love  you  best."                            <  child's  martyrdom,  so  rapturous  and 

"  Mother  1"  so  wonderful.     She  said,  with  her 

She  thought  her  mother  had  gone  white  lips,  "  I  have  always  obeyed 

mad ;  nothing  else  could  explain  it  you,  mamma.     I  will  do  whatever 

She  thought  she  was  about  to  be  you  say  now." 

literally  killed,  there  where  she  sat,  But  she  had  to  be  carried  to  her 

at  the  feet  of  her  natural  protector,  room  insensible,  and  laid  on  her  bed 

The  last  supreme  passion  of  love  and  like  a  marble  figure,  like  one  dead, 

valour  came  into  Amy's  heart     She  when  she  heard  what  the  nature  of 

did  not  shrink  a  hair's-breadth,  but  the  sacrifice  was. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

Things  went  on  badly  enough  at    miserable.     She  would  be  happy  in 
Scudamore  that  autumn.     Amy  con-    heaven  when    the    end    came,   and 
Rented  to  the  sacrifice,  as  her  mother    would  have  done  her  duty,  arid  that 
knew   she  would.      And   Mr.    Tom    end  could  not  be  far  off. 
Fumess   became  a  constant   guest        Perhaps    Amy   was   not  entirely 
It  was  an  arrangement  over  which    miserable    in  these    thoughts.     To 
Mrs.   Thomas  shook  her  head,  and    die  young,  when  your  life  has  been 
against  which  she  had  protested,  but    but  short,  as  hers  had  been,  is  not 
in  vain,  to  both  the  mother  and  the    terrible.     It  is  rather  sweet  to  the 
lover;   but  he  and  she  were  both    imagination.      She    thought    of    it, 
steadfast  Mrs.  Scudamore  was  almost    and  of  the  grave  covered  with  vio- 
more  feverishly  anxious  than  he  to    lots,  which  would  soon  be  hers,  with 
conclude  the  matter.     But  Charlie    a    youthful    exaltation    of    feeling, 
had   not  yet  come  home,  and   the    which  was  as  much  joy  as  grief. 
whole  household  regarded  his  arri-    And  she  would  have  saved  her  fami* 
val  with  a  certain  vague  apprehen-    ly.     She  would  be  as  Iphigenia,  nay, 
sion.      He  would  soon  be  twenty-    almost    as     Christ     himself.      She 
one.      He  knew  nothing  of  the  mys-    would  die,  thus  getting  rid  of   all 
tery  which  oppressed  all  the  rest  of    misery,  and  they  would  be  saved.  She 
the  house,  and  the  chances  were  that    wrote  tender,  sweet,  religious  letters 
Mr.  Fumess  would  be  very  far  from    to  all  her  friends,  telling  them  that 
gaining    his    approbation.      Neither    u  it  was  borne  in  upon  her"  that  she 
had  Mrs.  Scudamore  been   able  to    was  to  die  young.     She  wrote  one 
screw  her  courage  to  the  point  of    heart-rending    letter    to    poor  Rex. 
consulting  the  lawyer  on  the  subject    She  was  kind  to  Tom  Furness  even, 
She  had  asked  Mr.  Pilgrim  to  come    and  very  gentle,  though  she  shrank 
to   Scudamore  at  Christmas,  when    from  him ;  and  she  had  made  up  her 
Charlie  would  be  at  home,  and  then    mind  how  she  was  to  meet  Charlie, 
she  had  said  to  herself  the  struggle    how  she  was  to  say  it  was  her  own 
would   be  made  once  for  all     She    choice,  how  she  was  to  refuse  all  re- 
lived \  in  a  painful  state  of  excite-    lief  from   her  engagement.     It  was 
meat,  able  to  settle  to  nothing,  try-    all   settled.      The   only  thing   that 
ing  to  shut  her  eyes  to  the  look  of    grieved  her  in    her  resigned,   and, 
misery  on  Amy's  white  face,  trying    as  it  were,  dying  state,  was  that  her 
to    be   unconscious    of    her  failing    mother  avoided  her,  and  could  not 
health  and  patient  suffering.      The    bear  to  behold  the  sacrifice  she  had 
girl  had  been  crushed  all  at  once  by    exacted.     This  was  a  little  hard  on 
the  sudden  weight  thrown  upon  her.    poor  Amy,  but  she  accepted  it  like 
She  had  yielded — what  could  she  do    the  rest     She  made  pictures  to  her- 
else?  but  it  had  crushed  her  alto-    self  of  her  mother  stealing  out  to 
gether.      She    had    no   training    in    weep  over  her  grave,  of  how  they 
suffering,  no  preparation  to  bear  it,    would  miss  her  in  the  house,  of  how 
and  she  succumbed.    She  felt  sure    they  would  say  Amy  liked  this  and 
she  was  going  to  die — a  certain  so*    that,  and  hold  trifles  sacred  for  her 
1  enmity  of  feeling  came  over  her.    sake.     All  this  was  a  pleasure  to 
She  thought  of   herself   as  on  the    her,  though  it  is  so  strange  to  say  so ; 
brink  of   the  grave.     What  did  it    and  on  account  of  the  gentle  early 
matter  for  a  few  weeks  or  a  few    death  which  was  coming,  she  felt  it 
months  whether  she  was  happy  or    possible  to  put  up  with  her  fate. 


02                        The  Two  Mrs.  Scudamares. — Conclusion.  [Jan. 

Charlie  for  his  part  had  been  ab-  and  Mr.  Pilgrim  came  the  next, 
sorbed  in  his  college  life,  and  had  Mr.  Tom  Furness  was  there,  to 
thought  but  little  of  home.  He  had  Charlie's  immense  astonishment, 
received  one  indignant,  enraged  He  sought  his  mother  out  the  very 
letter  from  Rex  Bayard,  which  half  first  evening  and  remonstrated, 
amused,  half  annoyed  him.  In  it"  "  Why  do  you  bring  that  fellow- 
Rex  informed  him  that  he  had  been  here  ?  Aunt  Thomas  is  very  well, 
accepted  by  Amy,  but  sent  away  by  but  I  don't  see  that  we  are 
her  mother.     "  You  must  be  dream-  bound    to    be    complaisant    to    her 

ing,  or  she  must  be  out  of  her  mind,"    friends " 

Charlie  had  written  back  cheerfully  "  Don't  let  us  speak  of  him  now 
in  return ;  "but  never  mind,  old  fel-  — to-morrow,"  Mrs.  Scudamore  had 
low,  have  patience  only  till  I  get  said.  "  To-morrow  I  have  some- 
home  again."  He  had  -  no  doubt  thing  to  tell  you  about  him ;  but 
whatever  of  being  atye  to  set  every-  for  heaven's  sake  be  civil  to- 
thing  right  when  he  got  home.     Evi-  night !" 

dontly  things  were  a  tsixes  and  sevens  "If  I  do  it  will  be  a  hard  strug- 

there  for  want  of  him — so  the  young  gle,  I  can  tell  you,"  said  Charlie; 

man  thought ;  but  when  he  got  back  but  yet  he  did  restrain  himself  as 

And   then  Charlie  forgot  all  well  as  he  knew  how,  though  the 

about  home,  and  made  himself  quite  fellow's  familiarity,  his  evident  nc- 

happy  with  his  friends.  quaintanco    with    the    house,    and 

These    three    months  were    very  especially  his  tone  to  Amy,   made 

dreary  to  all  in  the  house.      Furness  her    brother    furious.      And    Amy 

went    and    came    continually,    and  looked  like  a  ghost  and  kept  out 

when  he  thought  that  Amy  repelled  of  his  way.      He  was  very  uncom- 

him    ever    so  little,    he  went   and  for  table,  for  he  could  not  make  it 

threatened  her  mother,  and  declared  out     u  Scudamore  don't  look  a  bit 

it  would  all  come  to  nothing,  and  like    itself  —  everything    seems    at 

that  she  never  meant  her  daughter  sixes  and  sevens,"  her  said  to  Aunt 

to  marry   him.      The  whole  house  Thomas.      She  was    the    only  one 

began  to  fear  those  visits.     The  ser-  who  was  not  changed,  and  the  chief 

vants  complained,  and  Jasper  gave  comfort  he  had.    . 

warning.     Even  Woods  would  have  Next  day  Mrs.  Scudamore  called 

done  so,  but  that  he  was,  he  said,  her    sod     and    the    newly  -  arrived 

attached  to  the  family,  and  meant  lawyer  to  the  library,  and  told  them 

to    see    this    business    out      Mrs.  her  intentions  about  her  daughter. 

Thomas  wept  and   shook  her  head  If  she  had  thrown  a  bombshell  be- 

from  the  time  Tom  Furness  entered  tween    them    they  could  not    have 

the  house  till  he  left  it.     The  chil-  been  more  surprised.     There  was  a 

dren  avoided  him,  for  he  teased  them,  terrible  scene,  Charlie  and  his  mo- 

And  poor  Amy  tried  to  be  kind  to  ther  defying  each  other  mutually, 

him.    She  was  the  only  one  at  Scuda-  UI    will    not    allow    it,"    he    said, 

more  who  did  not  hate  him.     She  u  And    I .  have  settled    it  all,"  she 

tried  to  be    kind,   and  would    not  answered,   with   an    appearance    of 

allow  herself  to  hate.  calm.     The  lawyer  tried  to  remon- 

All  this  went  on  till  Christmas ;  strate,    but    it   was    in    vain ;    and 

but    it   is   impossible   to  tell  with  Amy  was  sent  for,  and  with  a  face 

what    sinking  yet    swelling    hearts  like  death  solemnly  answered  that 

the  women    of    the    house    looked  it  was   of   her  own  will   that   she 

forward  to  the  arrivals  which  they  was  going   to  marry  Mr.    Furness. 

expected.      Charlie  came    one  day  uIt  is  my  own  choice,"  she  said, 
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crossing  her  hands  on  her  breast,  stormy  discussion  in  the  morning. 

The  men  gazed  at  her  with  mingled  and  Mrs.  Scudamore,  driven  to  her 

awe  and  doubt      Her  aspect  was  last  resources,  had  promised  a  final 

that  of  a  martyr,  but  she  smiled  as  answer  in  the  afternoon.     She  was 

she  spoke.     She  would  not  give  any  in  the  library  once  more,  and  her 

one  an  excuse  for  interfering ;   no  persecutor  came  in  and  joined  her 

tear  came  to  her  eye,  no  quiver  to  through    the    window    which    was 

her  voice.     "  I  shall  die  soon,  and  open.     It  was  one  of    those  mild, 

what  will  it  matter?"  she  was  say-  warm,    languid    days    which    some- 

ing  to  herself.  times  occur  in  the  middle  of  winter, 

After  this  scene  it  may  be   sup-  which  people  call  unseasonable  yet 

posed  that  life  was  not  more  pleas-  enjoy.     There  was  an  enormous  tire 

ant  at  Scudamore.     Charlie  and  his  as    usual  in    the   library,   and  the 

mother    did  not    exchange  a  word  window  had  been  opened  in  conse- 

for  two  or  three  days ;  and  Furness  quence.     Tom  Furness  came  in  by 

obtruded  his  hateful  presence  upon  it  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets  and 

her,  asking  for  continual  interviews,  his  hat  on  his  head.     If  he  conde- 

pressing    for    the    marriage.      Mrs.  scended  to  remove  the  latter  it  was 

Scudamore  herself  had  been  anxi-  more  for  his  own  comfort  than  out 

ons  to  hasten  it  till  now — but  now  of  any  respect  to  her.     He  began 

she  took  fright,  or  was  seized  with  to  speak  almost  before  he  got  into 

sudden  reluctance.     Her  child  was  the  room, — uNow,    look  here,"   he 

so    young ;     she    was    ailing    and  said,    "  old    lady — I    .hope    you've 

wanted  care ;    and   summer  surely  made    up    your    mind.     I    am   not 

was  soon  enough.     She  resisted  the  going  to  be  kept  hanging  on  like 

last    decision    with    feverish    force,  this,  month  after  month.     Tve  told 

She  would  not  fix  the  day.     Amy,  you   so.     By  Jove!    I    believe  you 

when  appealed  to,  grew  paler  still,  want  to  leave  me  in  the  lurch  after 

but    said,   "When    they  pleased;"  all." 

and  her  mother  struggled  alone  for  "  You  have  my  word,"  said  Mrs. 

delay.     She    had    not  an   easy  an-  Scudamore,  haughtily, 

tagonist  to    meet ;    he    had    grown  u  Your  word  ;     oh,   and  a  great 

careless  in  his  power  over  her — he  deal  of  good   that  will  do  me!     I 

began  to  address  her  roughly  even  want  Amy's  word — do  you  under- 

in  the  presence  of  others,  to  warn  stand !    I    want    no    more    vague 

her  that  she  had  better  not  provoke  general  promises.     If  your  part  of 

him,  that  the  consequences  might  be  the  bargain  is  not  to  be  kept,  nei- 

such  as  she  would  not  care  to  face,  ther  shall  mine.     Would  you  like 

Her  life  became  a  burden  to  her  in  to  hear  once  more,  just  to  leave  no 

those  dreadful  days.     She  dared  not  manner  of    doubt    on    the    subject 

order  him  to  leave  her  house,  as  it    what  I  can  do " 

was  often  on  her  lips  to  do.     She  "You  will  drive  me  mad,"  said 

dared  not  appeal  to  Charlie,  or  even  Mrs.  Scudamore.     "  How  dare  you 

permit    him    to.  suspect    that    this  stand  and  threaten  me  thus  at  the 

man  whom  she  had  chosen  for  her  open    window;    how    can    you  tell 

son-in-law  was  already  her  tyrant,  who  may  hear  you?    and  do  you 

She  even,  heaven  help  her,  kept  up  know,  if  you  are  overheard — if  this 

the  quarrel  with  her  son  that  he  slander  is  once  spoken  in  anybody's 

might  not  find  out  the  persecution  ears  but  mine,  that  you  lose  all  your 

to  which  she  was  exposed.  power  ?" 

But  one  day  this  state  of  affairs  He  turned  his  back  to  the  win- 

came  to  an  end.    There  had  been  a  dow  with  a  careless  laugh.     u  Not 
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much  fear  of  any  one  hearing/'  he  wondering  what    attraction  I    had. 

said.     "  We  are  not  such  agreeable  Now  you  know." 

society  that   people    should    follow  He  had  no  time  to   say  another 

us  about  to  listen.     But  just  look  word.     Before  he  knew  he  was  so 

here.     You  know  what  will  happen  much  as  threatened,  he  flew  out  of 

if  I   choose  to  speak.     You  know  the  window  doubled  together  like  a 

you  have  no  more  right  to  be  mis-  piece  of  goods, 

tress  here  than  your   housekeeper  "There's  for  insulting  my  mother," 

has ;  you  know  you  are  not  fit  com-  the  young  fellow  shouted  at  the  top 

pany   for   decent   folks,  and    your  of  his  voice ;  "  and  there's  for  Amy, 

children  aint  Scudamores  any  more  and  there's  for   myself.     Did    you 

than  I    am.      You    may   thank  an  think  you  could  frighten  me  ?" 

honest  man  for  taking  a  girl  with-  "Oh,   Charlie!"   Mrs.  Scudamore 

out   a  name  into  his  house.     You  cried,  wildly.     But  Charlie  paid  no 

know  as  well  as  I "  heed.     He    took  up    Purness's  hat 

He  had  gone  so  far  as  this  with-  and  tossed  it  after  him.     He  closed 

out    looking    at    her.     Now,    quite  the  window  loudly  with  a  certain 

suddenly,  she  caught  his  eye,  and  violence.     He   was   trembling   with 

made  him  start     She  was  standing  excitement   and  the   thrill  of    this 

with  her  lips  apart,  the  breath,  as  discovery,  and  he  had  not  spoken 

it    were,  frozen  between    them,   as  to  his  mother  for  three  days  before, 

if    she  had    tried    to  cry  out  and  "  Now    tell    me  what    it  is,"   he 

could  not — her  eyes  dilated,   fixed  said,    peremptorily.      "This    fellow 

on  something  behind  him,  and  deep  has  bullied  and  frightened  you.     I 

lines  of  anguish  about  her  mouth,  suppose  there  must  be    something 

Her    hands  were  half   uplifted  'in  to  build   upon.     What  is  it?    You 

wonder,  or  appealing  to  some  one,  must  tell  me  now." 

he  could  not  tell  which.     In  that  Mrs.   Scudamore    wavered    for  a 

attitude  of  agony,  with  pain  written  moment.     How  could  she  tell  him  ? 

deep  all  over  her,  she  stood  as  if  She  had  been  almost  glad  in  her 

petrified,  unable  to  move — a  figure  terror  to  see  her  persecutor  flying 

of  ice  or  stone*  thus  out  of    her    sight.     She    had 

He  was  frightened  by  her  aspect,  been  proud  of  her  boy  and  his  young 

though   he  did  not  understand  it ;  vehemence    and    indignation  ;     but 

and,  at  the  same  time,  ht  became  now  once  more  she  was  struck  dumb ; 

aware  that  something  had  darkened  a  great  blinding  horror  came  over 

the    air    behind    him ;     he    turned  her.     Tell  him  her  own  shame  and 

round  hastily  to  see  what  it  meant.  his !     She  could  not  do  it.     It  would 

This   was    what    it  meant      He  be    better  even,   she    felt,   that .  he 

had  but  begun  to  speak  when  Mrs.  should  hear  it  from  Furness — from 

Scudamore,  lifting  up  her  eyes,  saw  any  one  rather  than  herself, 

a  shadow  behind  her.     Then,  dumb  "I  cannot — I  cannot!"  she  cried, 

with  horror,  she  had  seen  Charlie  covering  her  face  with  her  hands, 

suddenly    appear    at    the   window.  Was  it   indeed    all   over    now?  or 

He  stood  still,  and  she  in  her  misery  could  she  make  one  effort  still — one 

could  not  move,  she  could   not  cry  mad  attempt  to  regain  the  friendship 

out     She  stood  and  gazed  wildly  at  of    her    persecutor  ?     "  You    don^ 

him,  paralysed  with  boundless  and  know    what  you    have  done,"   she 

hopeless  despair.  cried,  wildly ;  "  ho  is  the  best  friend 

"You  have  been  listening,  have  we  have.     Let  mo   speak    to  him, 

you?"   said    Tom   Furness,  with  a  Charlie.      Say  you    are  sorry,   for 

sharp  laugh.     "  Well,  you  have  been  the  love  of  God !" 
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"  I  think  it  must  be  for  the  love  Give  me  leave  to  speak  before   it 

of  the  devil,"  he  said,  sadly,  "who  kills  you!" 

only  could  make    divisions  among  Other     people     had    come    into 

us  like  this.     Mother,  can  you  trust  the   room— other  faces,   it  seemed, 

me  so  little?    With  my  will  you  in  a  cloud;    and  Amy,  who  stole 

shall  never  speak  to  that  miserable  behind  Mrs.  Scudamores  chair,  and 

rascal  again.     Tell  me,  your  son."  put  her  arms  round  her,  supporting 

44 1  cannot — I  cannot!"  she  cried,  her — Amy,  who  was  dying  of  it  too, 
raising  a  ghastly  face  to  his,  in  but  without  knowing  what  it  was. 
which  supplication  and  despair  Mrs.  Scudamore  turned  her  white 
.were  blended.  Charlie  was  half  face  towards  the  group,  which  she 
crazed  with  the  obstinate  mystery  saw  but  vaguely  through  the  mist 
that  wrapped  her  round.  He  did  that  was  gathering  on  her  brain. 
not  stop  to  think :  he  rushed  out  of  Her  lips  moved,  but  no  sound  came 
the  room  to  solve  it  in  his  own  way.  from  them.  She  looked  like  Death 
Bvea  this  was  a  relief  to  his  mother,  embodied,  but  she  resisted  stilL 
She.  sat  supporting  her  deathlike  The  excitement  of  the  moment, 
face  in  her  hands,  with  her  eyes  however,  had  risen  above  all  re- 
futed on  the  door  by  which  he  had  strain  t,;  and  either  Mrs.  Thomas 
disappeared.  It  was  over :  he  would  took  those  unspoken  words  for  a 
know  aU;  but  at  least  not  from  her.  permission,  or  she  was  swept  out  of 
There  was  a  pause  in  which  the  herself  by  the  emotion  surrounding 
whole,  world  seemed  to  stand  still,  her.    • 

She  did  not  breathe.     Silence,  awful  u  This  is  what  it  is,11  she  said  ; 

as  fate,  was  in  her  miserable  heart,  "  and  I  wish  I  had  been  dead — J 

and  in  the  house  which  was  hers  wish  my  tongue  had  been  torn  out 

no  longer,  which  she  must  leave  in  before  I  told  it     Oh,  children,  curse 

ruin  and  shame.  me,  or  kill  me,  if  you  wilL     I  was 

Bui  ahe  kept  her  senses  when  the  your  father's  lawful  wife  years  ber 
door  opened,  though  the  figures  fore  ever  he  saw  her  face." 
which  came  in  were  as  ghosts  to  u  My  father's  wife !"  It  was 
her.  Even  then,  in  her  stupor,  it  Charlie  who  spoke,  with  white  lips. 
gave  her  a  pang  to  see  her  boy  lead-  He  turned  and  looked  round  him 
ing  that  woman. —  that  woman,  with  a  gaze  of  bewildered  despair. 
through  whom,  ahe  said  to  her-  He  did  not  know  what  he  had  fan- 
self,  it.  had  all  come.  Mrs.  Thomas  cied;  but  it  was  not  anything  lfyc 
was  crying,  as  usual — crying !  She  this.  Then  his  eye  .  fell  on  his 
wondered  vaguely  how  any  one  mother,  whose  face  was  fixed  on  his ; 
could  weep  at  such  a ,  moment ; — a  not  her  eyes  only*  for  these  were 
child  does  it  for  some  trifle;  but  hollow,  and  strained,  and  almost 
now sightless.     He  threw  from  him  the 

44  I  will  say  nothing  till  she  gives  hand  of  the  other  woman,  which  hp 

me  leave,"  said  Mrs.  Thomas,  among  had  been  mechanically  holding,  anfl 

her  sobs.     "  If  I  was  wronged  once,  rushed  to  her  who   had   the    best 

it  is  ahe  who  is  wronged  now.     Oh,  right  to  hu  support    She  was  sit- 

she's     bitterly     wronged  —  cruelly  ting    bolt    upright, .  in    an    attitude 

wronged  1    If  my  dying  could  have  which  it  was   terrible  to  see.    He 

saved  -  her, .  I   think    I  could  have  went  behind   her  in  vague  terror, 

killed  nyself;  but  it  wouldn't,  for  and  drew  her  back  to   lean  upon 

Tom  Furne&s  knew.    Oh*  you  poor  him.     The    other  •  Mrs.  Scudamorg, 

soul! .  you  are  nearly  4ead  of  it  the  legal    possessor  of  everything, 

VOL.  CXI.—  NO.  DCLXXV.  E 
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tho    woman    whose    presence  filled  She  had  fought  her  battle  to  the 

this  house  with  shame,  threw  her-  end,   and  redeemed  her  pledge — at 

self    on  her    knees  at    her   rival's  the  risk  of  her  life — to  tho  peril  of 

feet,  looking  up  at  her  with  clasped  her  soul. 

hands,  with  tears  streaming  down  The  sway  she  had  over  them  had 
her  cheeks been  so  great  that,  up  to  the  mo- 
lt was  at  this  moment  that  Mr.  ment  when  Amy  made  that  terrible 
i;  Tom  Furness,  having  picked  him-  discovery,  all  the  others  who  were 
self  up,  swaggered  in,  meaning  to  gazing  at  her  had  been  too  much 
have  his  revenge  of  fell  who  had  in-  absorbed  with  the  thought  of  what 
jurcd  him.  "Oh,  here  you  all  are!"  she  was  about  to  do  or  say,  to  find 
he  exclaimed ;  and  then  stopped  out  what  had  happened.  Now 
short,  struck  dumb  by  the  sight  he  they  all  saw  it  at  the  same  mo- 
saw,  ment.  At-  the  climax  of  her  long 
At  the  sound  of  his  voice  every-  suffering,  still  facing  her  enemies, 
body  started.  It  introduced  a  new  having  no  refuge  open  to  her,  she 
clement,  and  for  the  moment  dis-  had  died — in  harness  as  it  were, 
tracted  their  thoughts  from  the  chief  with  her  arms  in  her  hands, 
sufferer.  Amy  clasped  her  mother  It  would  be  vain  to  dwell  longer 
closer,  and  burst  into  a  flood  of  upon  such  a  scene.  The  young 
blessed  tears.  people  left  Scudamore  that  night, 
For  she  was  free.  The  catastrophe  carrying  their  dead  with  them,  and 
was  terrible,  incomprehensible;  but  went  to  a  little  house  not  far  off 
she  was  free.  Whatever  the  fact  which  had  belonged  to  her  in  her 
might  be,  it  could  not  be  worse—  maiden  right— a  little  lonely  hall- 
it  could  not  be  so  hideous  as  the  ruinous  place,  but  not  too  dreary  for 
price  she  had  been  about  to  pay.  them  in  their  sorrow.  There  they 
She  kissed  her  mother's  cap  and  her  buried  her,  half  the  county  coming 
dress,  in  this  sweet  change  of  sor-  in  wrath,  and  grief,  and  indignation 
row,  with  a  passion  of  relief  and  beyond  words,  to  the  funeral  And 
enthusiasm.  u  Oh,  mother  dear,  then  they  began  the  strangest  deso- 
wo  will  help  you  to  bear  it,"  she  late  new  life. 

said.     u  Whatever  it  is,  we  will  bear        But  this  life  was  not  long  deao- 

it  together.    Whatever  it  is,  it  can-  late;  and  with  all  their  efforts  the)' 

not    be  so  bad,   mother/  darling !"  could  not,  after  the  first  pangs  were 

•Then  Amy  stopped,  and  uttered  a  over,  make  it  as  miserable  as  they 

sharp  and  terrible  cry  :    "  Mother,  felt  it  ought  to  have  been.    For  the 

oh  mother !  Charlie,  look !"  news    brought    Rex    Bayard    home 

She  sat  there  leaning  back  upon  from  Italy,  where  he  had  been  try- 

her  son,  with  her  daughter's  arms  ing  to  learn  patience,  with  lightning 

■around  her,  with  the  woman  at  her  or  at  least  with  express  speed.     And 

feet  who  had  brought  her  to  shame,  by  the  time  the  violets  began    to 

Her  face  of  marble  looked  out  from  bloom  over  her  mother's  grave,  Amy, 

the  group,  confronting    the    assail-  in  sorrow  but  in  gladness,  married 

ants  of  her  honour.     Dumbly  she  him,  all  her  friends  persuading  her 

faced  them    still   though  she    saw  to  a  step  so  wise  and  so  happy,  and 

them    not,   shielding   her    children,  her  little  sisters  thus  found  another 

Even  Tom  Furness  gave  a  cry  of  home.     "As  for   me    it   does    not 

horror.     The   look  of    those    great  matter,"  Charlie  said;  for  the  blow 

sightless  eyes  of  anguish  never  went  had  fallen  upon  him  with  tremen- 

out  of   his    soul.    She   was    dead,  dous  force.     He  wanted  to  go  away 
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to  the  end  of  the  world,  anywhere,  vain.     Hi§  aunt  had  escaped  from 

only  to  forget  and  to  be  forgotten,  him  at  the  last  moment  into  bettar 

His  heart,  he  thought,  was  broken  ;  hands.     She  left  a  letter  for  Charlie, 

his   head  he  could  never  hold   up  imploring  him  not  to  refuse  his  just 

again.     So  he  believed ;  but  he  had  inheritance,   and    telling    him    that 

the  remnants  of  his  mother's  pro-  she  was  convinced  his  father,  having 

perty   to    collect    and    look    after,  abandoned  her  for  so  long,  had  no 

And  he  was  but  twenty-one ;  and  doubt  that  she  was  dead.     This  was 

Rex  Bayard  stood  by  him  like  a  a  kind  of  balm  to  the  wounds  of  the 

true  brother — so  that    by   degrees  family,  though  it  was  one  which  im- 

he  reconciled  himself  to  the  bitter-  plied  a  villany  almost  as  great  as 

ness  of  his  fate.     Poor  Mrs.  Scuda-  that  which  had  killed  their  mother. 

more,  now  legally  acknowledged  and  But  the  injury  intended  to  be  done 

abandoned  by  everybody  in  her  un-  to  the  submissive  creature  whom 

desired  grandeur,  made  overtures  to  they  had  known  as  Aunt  Thomas, 

the  young  people  which  I  am  sorry  did  not  affect  them  like  the  other. 

to  say  they  did  not  respond  to.    But  So  that  in  ten  years  the  great  sea  of 

at  her   death,  she  too  had  justice  human    life   had    closed  over   this 

done  to  her,  even  by  those  whom  tragedy,  as  the  other  sea  which  is 

she  had  so  unwillingly  injured.   She  less  terrible  closes  over  a  wrecked 

left   Scudamore  Park    and  all  the  ship ;      and      Charles      Scudamore 

property  over*  which  she  had  any  reigned    peacefully    in    the    home 

power    to   Charlie.     Tom    Furne&s  which  had  been  nearly  lost  to  him, 

brought  a  lawsuit  against  him,  pro-  and  sat  in  his  father  s  seat    Thus 

pounded  another  will,  and  spent  a  Time  made  it  up  to  the  survivors, 

great  deal  of  money  in  furious  and  but  not    till   the  first  victim — the 

ineffectual    litigation.     But    all    in  offering  for  sin — had  been  slain. 
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THE  NIXE-IIOURS  MOVEMENT. 

The  movement  for  reducing  the  sible  to  name  a  subject  which  ought 
length  of  the  ordinary  day's  work  to  receive  more  searching  examina- 
to  nine  hours  has  already  made  tion  from  every  man  who  loves  his 
great  progress  and  seems  likely  to  country  and  his  fellow-beings, 
make  more.  It  promises  to  realise  In  order  to  be  able  to  judge  the 
a  success  which  has  seldom  been  claim  for  reduced  time  of  labour 
accomplished  by  the  agitation  of  put  forth  by  the  workmen,  as  well 
the  working  classes.  This  fact  as  the  chances  and  effects  of  such 
alone,  supposing  the  spread  of  this  a  change,  when  accomplished,  it 
requirement  and  its  concession  by  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a 
the  employers  of  labour  to  continue,  thorough  understanding  of  the  con- 
indicates  that  there  is  some  reality  ditjons  under  which  wealth  is  pro- 
in  the  claim,  some  correspondence  duced,  and  the  main  principles 
in  it  with  the  condition  of  the  com-  which  govern  its  division  amongst 
mercial  world.  If  carried  out  to  all  who  are  concerned  in  this  uui- 
the  extent  conceived  by  its  promot-  versal  operation.  This  is  a  region 
crs,  the  establishment  of  such  a  abounding  in  ignorance  and  preju- 
custom  would  amount  to  a  very  dice.  Unfortunately  it  is  one  also 
practical  revolution.  It  may  be  a  in  which,  on  the  one  side,  vague 
very  beneficent  revolution  ;  some  notions  of  philanthropy  and  imagi- 
rcvolutions  have  conferred  great  ser-  native  ideas  of  what  humanity  is 
vices  on  humanity,  and  this  one  supposed  to  prescribe,  and  iti\\ 
may  deserve  to  be  grouped  amongst  more,  is  equally  supposed  to  bo 
this  small  but  very  important  class  capable  of  inaking  good,  have  got 
of  events.  Beyond  doubt,  that  men  hold  of  men's  minds :  and  on  the 
should  work  nine  hours  only  instead  other,  the  dexterous  cunning  of  men 
of  ten,  would  be  an  occurrence  of  bent  only  on  turning  the  passions 
infinite  significance.  Its  results  and  errors  of  others  to  their  own 
must  be  enormous.  It  would  de-  ambition  and  aggrandisement,  have 
range  many  old  things  and  set  up  diverted  the  minds  of  the  working 
many  new  ones.  It  might  bring  classes  from  a  calm  investigation  of 
incalculable  benefits  on  the  whole  the  true  and  inevitable  laws  of  na- 
nation;  or,  if  built  on  an  unsound  ture.  "We  must  begin  from  the 
foundation,  it  mi^ht  produce  ex-  beginning,  or  a  real  understanding 
trcine  mischief,  which  it  might  take  of  this  all-important  matter  will 
generations  to  efface.  On  every  never  be  reached.  How,  then,  is 
account,  therefore,  this  movement  wealth  produced?  How  are  all 
in  the  practical  world  merits  the  those  things  made  which  supply  the 
closest  study.  It  interests  deeply  necessary  wants,  and  gratify  the 
every  man  in  the  country  that  the  desires  for  enjoyment  of  mankind  * 
tendency  and  ultimate  effects  of  this  Obviously  nothing  can  be  made 
great  measure  should  be  forecast  without  a  maker;  a  labourer  is  in- 
with  all  possible  accuracy.  The  dispensable  for  providing  for  every 
men  whom  it  will  affect  directly  want  of  men.  Further,  a  labourer 
;are  counted  by  millions;  the  pro-,  mast  be  clothed  and  fed  whilst  he 
perty  which  it  will  draw  under  its  is  at  work;  he  must  have  shelter 
.action  will  be  reckoned  by  many  for  himself  and  his  family ;  he  must 
millions  more.      It  is  scarcely  pos-  be  furnished  with  tools,  for  nature 
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makes  no  direct  provision  for  his  talents,  unequal  bodily  and  mental 
wants,  as  she  does  for  the  other  capacities,  to  toil  for  a  common 
animals.  Finally,  he  must  have  ma-  ownership  in  which  all  should  share 
terials  on  which  to  labour,  matter  to  alike.  We  need  not  therefore  speak 
transform  from  a  useless  into  a  useful  at  any  length  here  of  communism  as 
state,  primary  substances  wherewith  a  practical  system :  and  we  may  fall 
to  construct  the  things  called  wealth,  back  on  life  as  it  exists  through- 
All  these  things  must  pre-exist  be-  out  the  whole  human  race,  in  which 
fore  the  labourer  can  begin  to  work,  employers  in  one  form  or  other  pro- 
and  they  are  collectively  called  vide  capital,  and  the  workmen  supply 
capital.     •  labour. 

It  will  be  perceived  at  once  that  It  must  be  observed,  in  the  first 
without  capital  there  can  be  no  pro-  place,  that  both  parties  alike  are  in- 
duction of  wealth,  no  food,  no  cloth-  terested  in  the  produce,  the  wealth 
ing,  nor  any  of  the  necessaries  or  made  being  as  large  as  possible  with 
the  comforts  of  life.     Equally  clear  the  smallest  attainable  labour.     La- 
becomcs  the  ignorance  of  those  who  hour  is  not  a  desirable  thing  in  itself ; 
denounce  capital ;  and  they  are  many  and  manifestly  the  labourer,  quite 
and  even  educated  persons  who  ought  as  strongly  as  the  employer,  must 
to  know  better,  and  speak  in  a  wild  desire  that  there  should  be  plenty  to 
incoherent  way  about  a  new  world  divide,  and  that  it  should  have  been 
to  come,  in  which  capital  would  have  acquired  with  the  minimum  of  toil 
disappeared.     In  this  world,  at  any  to  himself.     In    other  words,   it  is 
rate,  men  cannot  live,  because  they  supremely  important  for  both  parties 
cannot  work,  without  capital ;    and  that  labour  should  be  as  productive 
the  only  question  can  be,  who  shall  as  possible.     The  employer  will  then 
accumulate    and  own    the    capital?  obtain  more;   and  the  labourer  will 
The  owner  of  the  capital  may  also  be  also  have  a  larger  share,  or  the  alter- 
the  labourer,   and  to   some  extent  native  of  labouring  less  for  the  same 
this  fact  presents  itself    in  econo-  reward.                                            , 
mical    life:    but  experience    shows  Secondly,   the  labourer  ought  to 
that  the  mass  of    labourers   never  understand  clearly  that  labour  can- 
have    possessed  the    capital   which  not  be  productive,  cannot  create  a 
must    precede  their    labour.     It  is  large  stock  to  divide,   unless  it  i* 
proposed  that  the  State  shall  come  furnished  with    a  large   supply  of 
to  their  aid,  and  through  its  agency  tools,  food,  and  clothing,  and  raw 
all  things  will  then  be  possessed  in  materials ;    that    is,   capital    is  ab- 
common.     In  theory  this  commun-  solutely  essential  to  the  productive- 
ism  is  perfectly  conceivable ;  but  in  ness  of   labour,  and  the  workmen 
practice  it  is  involved  in  difficulties  can  have  no  interest,  quite  the  con- 
which  have  always  prevented  it  from  trary,  in  diminishing  the  stock  of 
being   carried    out     Socialism    and  capital.     What    injures    capital    in- 
communism  have  never  yet  been  able  jures  bim  ;  and  he  must  carefully 
to  contrive  a  method  by  which  the  bear  in    mind  that   amongst    tools 
distribution  of  the  common  wealth  none  are  so  efficient  as  steam-engines; 
might  be  affected.     The  State  is  a  great  machinery,   well-drained   and 
bad  commercial  master :  it  is  inferior  well-tilled    land,   and    the    like.     If 
in  energy  to  the  vigour  of  private  the  engines  and  machines  of  Eng- 
industry  which  reaps  the  benefit  of  land  were  to  disappear,  millions  of 
the    labour   expended;   and,   above  her  people  would  perish  of  starvation^ 
all,  the  State  would  be  at  its  wits1  Thirdly,   the  position  of  the  la- 
end  to    persuade    men   of   unequal  bourer  brings  him  under  the  uni~ 
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versal  law  of  supply  and  demand,  offered  for  purchase.  Makers  and 
The  labourer  has  no  capital,  no  sellers  are  profoundly  aware  of  this 
means  of  supporting  himself  whilst  fact,  and  act  upon  it:  they' rear, 
labouring  to  produce  the  wealth  he  animals  and  manufacture  goods  in 
needs.  The  peasant  would  starve  proportion  to  the  demand,  to  the 
long  before  the  harvest  was  gathered,  certainty  of  sale,  and  the  price  which 
were  he  not  sustained  by  wages  from  will  be  obtained.  But  here  we  come 
the  farmer.  If  the  farmer  refused  to  upon  a  law  which  at  times  presses 
employ  him,  a  poor-law  or  charity  heavily  on  the  human  race,  as  it 
would  be  his  only  salvation.  Now  does  upon  all  animals.  Every  living 
it  is  obvious  that  the  initiative  of  thing  has  the  power  of  multiplying 
employing  the  labourer  necessarily  its  numbers  beyond  the  power  of 
belongs  to  the  man  who  owns  the  nature  to  provide  them  with  food 
means,  without  which  they  cannot  and  shelter ;  and  man  forms  no  ex- 
labour  :  he  determines  the  work  ception  to  this  rule.  Nature  enforces 
which  shall  be  made,  and  then  pro-  her  limit  on  birds  and  beasts  by  de- 
cures  workmen  to  make  it.  In  en-  stroying  the  excess.  In  the  case  of 
paging  the  labourers,  he  cannot,  as  a  man,  he  rears  domestic  animals  only 
general  principle,  do  otherwise  than  in  proportion  to  his  wants ;  but  who 
purchase  their  labour  at  the  smallest  is  it  and  what  is  it  which  keeps  the 
cost  That  does  not  at  ail  mean  numbers  of  mankind  on  a  level  with 
that  his  interest  lies  in  paring  down  their  food  and  clothing?  The  same 
the  wages  to  the  lowest  minimum ;  fearful  process  which  nature  adopts 
for  such  a  practice  will  speedily  visit  towards  other  animals,  unless  the 
him  with  inefficient  labour,  defi-  intelligence  of  man  himself  enables 
ciency  of  energy,  and  a  low  moral,  him  to  avert  it.  There  is  no  escape 
which  must  always  be  also  a  low  from  the  law;  premature  death, 
economical,  standard  amongst  his  chiefly  in  the  stage  of  childhood, 
people.  Still  he  will  not  exceed  attests  the  fatal  deficiency  of  food 
the -market  rate  of  labour;  he  will  and  shelter.  Humanity  shrinks  from 
engage  men  at  the  prevailing  wages :  recognising  a  force  so  fearful.  It 
he  is  a  purchaser  of  working  power,  often  prefers  to  preach,  as  educated 
and  the  sale  of  that  power  is  as  clergymen  were  wont  to  proclaim, 
much  governed  in  its  market  by  that  God  would  feed  the  beings  who 
supply  and  demand  as  is  the  horse-  were  brought  into  the  world ;  but 
power  of  steam-engines.  It  cannot  fevers  and  famine  take  no  heed  of 
be  otherwise:  for  the  opposite  con-  such  preachings.  The  dominant 
dition  that,  irrespectively  of  the  sup-  truth,  that  prudence  is  the  only 
ply  of  the  number  of  men  seeking  weapon  which  nature  has  provided 
employment,  they  can  impose  their  against  such  disasters,  is  now  gene* 
rate  of  remuneration  on  the  employ-  rally  coming  into  the  foreground ; 
er,  is  inconsistent  with  that  which  is  still  its  appreciation  is  far  from  being  • 
the  basis  of  all  commercial  life,  the  yet  what  it  ought  to  be.  The  work- 
voluntary  action  of  all  parties.  The  ing  classes  still  fail  to  apprehend  the 
demand  is  plainly  the  search  of  the  full  force  of  the  mighty  alternative 
employer  for  workmen,  his  power  of  imposed  on  them  by  nature — num- 
paying  them  ;  the  supply — and  here  bers  proportionate  to  the  means  of 
is  the  vital  matter — is  the  number  subsistence,  or  destruction  in  one 
of  men  seeking  to  be  employed,  is  form  or  other.  They  prefer  to  cast  tho 
•the  means  of  sustaining  their  exist-  blame  on  the  hard-heartedness  of  the 
coco.  The  sale  of  all  articles  inva-  rich,  or  the  cruelty  of  political  econo- 
riably  is  affected  by  the  quantity  mists.   But  the  delusion  will  not  avail 
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them.      The  economists  only  point  •  sistence,  is  the  everlasting  problem 
to  an  inexorable  fact  which  is  not  which  every  form  of  society,  in  every 
of  their  own  making  ;•  and  but  a  age,  is  called  upon  to  encounter.  On 
very  little  reflection    is    needed  to  the  proper  preservation  of  this  ratio, 
perceive  that,  if  the  rich  were  de-  its  wellbeing,  its  happiness,  essen- 
voured  by  the  poor,  the  law  would  tially  depends.     Communism,  as  we 
reassert  itself  with  more  formidable  have  remarked,  would  be  forced  to 
power   than    ever.      When    capital  settle  this  ratio  by  direct  law.      The 
had  been  swallowed    up,   and    the  universal  system  of  private  property 
stimulus  to  population  afforded  ty  leaves  the  solution  to  the  general 
the  temporary  affluence  which  con-  working  of  the  manner  of  life  adopt- 
fiscation  provided  had  done  its  work,  ed  by  each  nation.     Men  are  thus 
the  problem  would  be  more  insoluble  left  to  find  out  for  themselves,  by 
than  ever,  and  the  destruction  of  the  actual  trial  and  the  experience  of 
impoverished  people  more  absolutely  daily  life,  the  amount  of  the  popula- 
certain    and    overwhelming.      The  tion  which  the  resources  of  a  coun- 
rich  may  fail,  beyond  doubt,  in  dis-  try  will  bear ;  the  pinch  of  distress 
charging  those  many  duties  which  furnishes  ultimately  the   necessary 
human  life  imposes  on  the  conduct  adjustment     By  such  a  process  the 
oi  men  towards  each  other ;    they  ultimate  decision .  is  thrown  on  the 
may  take  an  unfair  advantage   of  action  of  each  individual  man.      If 
their  position  ;    they  may  leave  un-  he  is  in  excess,  he  suffers  for  it ;  and 
corrected    evils    embodied    in    the  either  he  must  have  no  children,  or 
structure  of  society.    All  this  may  his  children  must  bear  the  penalty 
be    most    true,  still    it  would    not  in  a  still  heavier  degree.     The  pru- 
alter    the    essence  of    the  position  dence,  therefore,  of  each  man,  is  the 
assigned  to  all  animals  by  nature,  final  resource  on  which  human  na~ 
Kven  was  communism  founded  as  ture  has  to  rely  for  the  regulation 
the  actual   relation  of    all  men  to-  of    the    numbers    of    the    people, 
wards  each  other — if  there  were  no  Whatever  quickens  that    prudence 
rich,  and,  we  will  suppose,  no  poor —  educates  it,  teaches  it    to  observe, 
we  cannot  conceive  how  communism  invigorates    it    to    act,    strengthens 
could  avoid  enacting  some  restric-  the  basis  on  which  the  public  hap- 
tion    on    the  swelling  numbers    of  piness  rests :  whatever  weakens  that 
population ;   how  it  could  help  plac-  prudence   converts    it    into   apathy 
frig  some  hunt  on  marriage,  and  the  and  recklessness,  deadens  its  vital- 
children    to    be    brought    into    the  ity  and  obscures   its  vision,  is   the . 
world.      If    every  man  and  woman  founder  and  creator  of  calamity  in, 
felt  assured  that  they  and  their  fa-  the  present  And  in  the  future. 
rallies  must  come  in  for  an  equal  Providence  has  come  to  the  help 
sHare  of   all   the  wealth  produced,  of  man  in  this  greatest  of  earthly 
what  possible  field  would  there  be  problems.     Resources  of   indefinite 
left  for  though tfulness  in  the  con-  extent  have  been  stored  up  for  the 
traoting  of  marriage  V    The  infanti-  sustenance    of    populations    vastly 
cide  practised  by  some  ancient  and  exceeding  any  yet  reached  in  actual 
modern  nations  would  not  be    far  life.      Man    has    not   vet    reached, 
off  nor  will  he,  presumably,  for  many 
The  regulation  of  the  supply  of  ages  yet    to   come,   reach    a   posi- 
labour,   the  maintaining  of   a  due  tion  which  renders  the   supply  of 
proportion  between  the  numbers  of  necessaries  fixed  and '  incapable   of 
the  population  and  the  quantity  of  increase.     The  solution  of  the  pro- 
necessaries  available  for  their  sub-  blem  of  the  adaptation  of  numbers 
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to  subsistence  is  vastly  facilitated  by  evitable  line  between  a  satisfactory 
the  expansion  given  to  the  resources  and  an  unendurable  life  was  clearly 
of  mankind  by  the  growth  of  their  perceptible  to  all,  and  was  guarded 
intelligence,  and  still  more  by  the  with  practical,  if  not  scientific  vigil- 
wonderful  command  over  the  powers  ance,  by  the  whole  community.  It  is 
of  nature  which  mechanical  inven-  far  otherwise  with  modern  life,  find- 
tion  has  generated.  It  is  a  very  less  division  of  labour  has  reared  up 
different  matter  how  to  provide  that  the  most  entangled  relations  on  every 
each  family  shall  be  represented  in  side.  The  village  community  has 
the  next  generation  by  the  same  caased  to  provide  for  all  its  desires. 
number  of  individuals,  or  to  accom-  Its  clothing,  its  furniture,  its  pins 
modate  increasing  numbers  to  in-  and  needles,  are  constructed  in  to* 
creasing  resources.  Economists  can  calities  far  distant  from  its  boundar- 
take  a  hopeful  view  of  the  latter  ies ;  nay,  much  of  the  food  which 
task,  and  may  plead  this  cheerful-  supports  its  existence  is  produced 
ness  against  the  accusations  of  inhu-  in  lands  separated  perhaps  from 
manity  which  have  been  so  freely  it  by  half  of  the  circumference  of 
launched  against  their  readings  of  the  earth.  It  consumes  innumer- 
the  decrees  of  nature.  •This  great  able  articles  which  are  acquired 
fact  of  the  expansiveness  of  industry,  from  foreign  countries.  One  nation 
i*ts  capability  to  develop  ever-swel-  manufactures  food,  another  clotfc- 
ling  wealth,  its  power  to  add  to  the  ing,  a  third  comforts  which  cheer 
resources  of  the  human  race,  is  the  and  console  labour.  Even  the  d»- 
foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  the  tant  East  has  learnt  to  rely  on  re- 
modern  world.  mote  England  for  the  yarns  which 
Fourthly,  we  remark  that  this  supply  its  countless  looms.  :  This 
ever-present  problem  of  the  adap-  complex  machinery  of  industrial  life 
tation  of  population  to  subsistence  has,  however,  created  difficulties  pe> 
presented  greater  facilities  for  solu-  culiarly  its  own.  It  is  ho  longer 
tion  to  the  great  agricultural  popula-  possible  for  the  simple  villager  to 
tion  of  the  past,  than  to  the  more  estimate  the  probabilities  of  the 
complicated  forms  of  modern  so-  future  supply  of  subsistence.  The 
cicty.  In  such  stationary  commu-  size  of  the  village  fields,  and  the 
nities  as  were  once  widely  spread  familiar  yield  of*  its  harvests,  no 
over  Europe,  and  still  succeed  each  longer  tell  him  anything  about  the 
other  in  unchanged  duration  in  the  reward  which  labour  may  reasonably 
vast  regions  of  the  East,  the  ele-  expect  to  reap.  The  demand  which 
ments  of  the  problem  lay  before  the  furnishes  the  weekly  wages  he  re- 
eyes  of  all.  The  whole  village  ceives  comes  from  unknown  regions ; 
knew  the  number  of  its  fields,  and  he  cannot  calculate  either  its  future 
their  average  produce.  Most  of  the  force  or  its  duration.  The  uncor- 
wants  of  daily  life  were  supplied  tainty  of  such  a  situation  reaches 
within  its  narrow  circle.  The  sheep  its  climax  in  England.  By  virtue 
furnished  the  wool,  and  the  villagers,  of  her  coal  and  minerals,  her  vast 
especially  the  women,  converted  it  industrial  machinery  accumulated 
into  clothing.  Population  under  through  many  years  of  insular  secu- 
such  circumstances  could  scarcely  rity,  the  skill  of  her  people,  and  the 
run  into  serious  excess.  Undue  resources  of  every  kind  stored  up  in 
numbers  quickly  encountered  the  her  factories,  England  has  become 
penalty  of  misery,  and  not  seldom  the  workshop  of  the  whole  world, 
of  starvation.  New  dwellings  were  A  great  part  of  her  population  thus 
difficult  to  procure,  and  thus  the  in-  directly  depends   for   existence  on 
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what  it  receives  from  foreign  coun-  regulate  demand  for  labour,  the  ad- 

triesy  and  the  orders  they  may  send  justment  of  their  respective  claims 

for  her  wares ;  and  this  division  of  would  become  a  matter  of  easy  ac- 

iabour,  prolific  as  it  is  of  enormous  complishment.     Moreover,  this    un- 

wealth  all  round  in  the  long-run,  is  certainty  presses   most  heavily  on 

nevertheless,  as  it  were,  an  atmo-  the  workmen.     It    is    bad   enough 

sphere  charged  with  thunder-clouds  for    employers ;    still,    their   habits 

of    uncertainty.     Those  that  make  and  education  enable  them  to  make 

and  sell  for  all  the  world  are  neces-  some  forecast  of  coming,  events.    But 

sarily  involved  in  the  fortunes  of  the  the  workman  is  destitute  of  the  ele- 

whole    world.     Universal    prosper-  ments  of  this  calculation.   He  is  igno- 

ity,  peace  and  plenty  amongst  the  rant,  uneducated,  unacquainted  witli 

nations,     bountiful     harvests,     and  foreign    countries,   and  their  social 

expanding    industries,   bring  heavy  and    commercial    position.     He    is 

demands  for   £ngMsh  goods,   swell  compelled  to  take  for  his  guide  the 

wages    and-  profits    alike,    fill    the  demand  for  labour  in  his  own  region ; 

minds  of  the  working  classes  with  the  vicissitudes  which  fall  upon  dis- 

confidence  and  hope,  and  wonder*  tant  lands  cannot  enter  as  a  practical 

folly    lengthen    the    lists    of    mar-  item  into  his  estimate  of  his  posi- 

riagea  in  every  county.     Unfruitful  tion.     He  deals  with  his  employer 

harvests  and  diseased  silk-worms ;  only ;    he  knows  that  it  is  he  who 

famines  in   India  and  civil  war  in  offers  him  his  wage,  who  offers  to 

America,   protective  legislation  and  raise  or  to  reduce  it,  and  what  facts 

slackening  trade,  new  fashions  and  has  he  to  build  upon,  when  he  is 

new  tastes,  spread  poverty  in  Lan-  summoned  to  accent  the  offer  r    How 

oaebire,  and  raise  the  price  of  food  shall  he  learn  whether  the  master 

everywhere,  reduce  exports,  because  acts  fairly  in  the  actual  state  of  the 

there   are    no  imports  to  be    sent  labour  market?    He  is  ignorant  of 

1  to  balance  them,  close. mills  and  stop  the  condition  of  the  trade,  an  ignor- 

wages,  scatter  distress  amongst  the  ance  which  breeds  suspicion.     He  is 

seafaring  classes  of  eastern  London,  perpetually  tempted  to  reject  a  rate 

and,  as  if  by  the  magical  wand  of  of  wages  which  knowledge,  could  it 

some  evil  spirit,  convert  a  busy  and  be  obtained,  would  at  once  prompt 

thriving  into  a  hungry  and  ill-clad  him  to  accept 

population.     How   shall   the   work-       Fifthly,  the  baneful  influence  of 

iog  classes,  under  the  pressure  of  this  uncertainty  is  immensely  aggra- 

sucfa  fitful  breeaes  of  eager  demand  vated   by  the    most   distinguishing 

or  feeble  calls  for  their  -  labour,  eel-  characteristic  of   modern  industry, 

dilate  the  chances  ef  the  future,  or  the  aggregation  of  huge  masses  of 

learn  rules  which  may  guide  them  people-  in  a  narrow  locality.     Man- 

iif  coiif orming  the  supply  of  hands  Chester  and  Birmingham  make  yarns 

to  the  power  there  may  be  of  remu-  and  iron  goods  for  a  great  part  of  the 

Derating  them  t  human  race.     The  numbers  of  their 

This  gigantic  evil  of   uncertainty  people  correspond  with  this  great  faot. 

is  the  heaviest  weight  with  which  Hence  the   employers,   under  such 

British  industry  ia  loaded,  and  there  circumstances,    are    extremely   few 

is  no  complete  and  effectual  remedy  compared  with  the  workmen ;  and 

for  the  mischief  which  it  creates.    It  their  juxtaposition  groups  these  latter 

ia  beyond  comparison  the  chief  cause  into  a  dense  and  homogeneous  class. 

of  strikes,  and  of  the  loss  and  suf-  Over  and  against  the  employers  this 

feting  they  entail.     If  masters  and  class    becomes    a  nation,   animated 

men  could  but  discover  rules  which  with    a    genuine    national   feeling, 
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developing  the  antithesis,  if  not  the  and  labour  in  excess,  in  the  long- 
antagonism,  incident  to  all  nation-  run,  is  sure  td  visit  the  whole  bum- 
alities,  and,  which  is  of  great  im-  ness  with  disorder  and  loss.  Excess 
portance  here,  peculiarly  suscep-  of  numbers  demoralises  the  labour- 
tiWe  of  generating  a  strong  gym-  ers;  it  tends  to  degrade  their  skill 
pathetic  feeling  through  the  whole  by  diminishing  the  motive  for 
homogeneous  mass.  This  antagon-  its  acquisition;  it  embarrasses  the 
ism  has  proceeded  so  far  as  to  community  with  a  'poverty  whicl) 
impel  Mr.  F.  Harrison  to  declare  never  fails  to  make  itself  felt ;  it 
that  the  artisans  of  England  weakens  the  strength  and  deadens 
were  workmen  first  and  then  Eng-  the  energy  of  the  labourers; — in  a 
lishmon.  The  distinction  of  coun-  word,  it  is  a  symptom  of  disease  in 
tries  becomes  secondary  to  the  sen-  a  joint  undertaking,  of  which  it 
timent  of  class.  It  is  obvious  how  may  be  truly  said  that  if  one  mem- 
powerful  must  be  the  action  of  ber  suffer,  M  the  members  suffer 
suspicion  and  uncertainty  on  so  also.  A  thriving  business,  with 
jealous  and  so  homogeneous  a  body,  abundance  of  demand,  entailing  of 
Greatness  of  numbers  inspires  a  necessity  permanently  high  wages  for 
consciousness  of  strength  ;  and  when  his  men,  is  the  very  ideal  of  prosper- 
the  issue  to  be  tried  is  whether  the  ity,  which  every  intelligent  trader 
wage  offered  by  the  employers  does  must  desire.  The  largeness  of  the 
justice  to  the  true  position  of  the  wage  denotes  that  there  exists  the 
workmen,  the  construction  of  a  strike  means  for  remunerating  toil,  and 
easily  occurs  to  the  mind,  and  is  that  is  only  another  word  for  a  prec- 
quickly  carried  out  into  practice,  perous  trade.  The  general  colonial 
This  situation  of  the  working  classes  state  illustrates  the  rule.  In  the  col- 
constitutes  the  grand  characteristic,  onies  wages  are  extremely  high,  but 
one  might  almost  say  the  crisis  of  so  also  are  profits  and  the  interest 
these  latter  days.  on  money  lent  And  why  is  this  ? 
But,  sixthly,  Is  the  distinction  Because  the  results  obtained  from 
between  master  and  man  one  of  new  land  by  industry  are  enormous 
radical,  incurable  enmity  ?  No  sup-  compared  with  the  outlay  required 
position  can  be  more  false.  Political  for  their  production.  There  is  there- 
economy  does  not  countenance  such  fore  much  for  the  capitalist,  and 
an  idea  for  an  instant.  The  dis-  much  also  for  the  labourer.  Each  is 
agreeable  fluctuation  in  the  demand  sorely  in  want  of  the  other,  and  to 
for  English  goods  brings  loss  and  neither  does  the  thought  occur  that 
perplexity  to  both  sides.  It  gener-  the  other  is  becoming  rich  at  his  own 
ates  questions  hard  to  solve  at  the  expense.  No  doubt,  at  a  particular 
time.  It  gives  rise  to  contests  moment  the  labourers  may  exact 
founded,  not  on  genuine  hostility  of  wages  from  the  capitalist  which  are  ' 
interests,  but  on  a  distribution  of  not  justified'  by  the  commercial  posi- 
the  rewards  of  industry,  for  which  tion.  He  may  not  wish  to  break 
no  satisfactory  data  exist  But  it  up  his  connection  with  his  men ;  > 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  interests  he  dislikes  the  shutting  up  of  his 
of  the  two  classes  coincide :  they  factory  and  loss  of  interest  on  idle 
are  partners,  not  rivals,  in  the  same  machinery ;  he  hopes  for  better 
enterprise.  It  is  no  real  gain1  for  days,  and  he  yields  for  the  time, 
employers  that  labour  should  receive  But  these  are  exceptional  casea— 
inadequate  reward,  for  such  a  fact  movements  to  and  fro  in  the  diffi* 
implies  that  the  trade  is  sickly,  or  cult  effort  to  determine  true  equi- 
that  the    labourers  are  m  excess;  librium.     We  are  speaking  here  of 
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the  normal  stale  of  the  general  prin-  contracts  which  have  been  granted 
ciple,  that  labour  and  capital  form  to  him  ?  He  tells  us*  that  business 
a  genuine  partnership,  in  which  the  is  bad ;  that  orders  are  becoming 
prosperity  of  the  one  party  means  slack;  that  prices  are  drooping,  or 
the  prosperity  of  the  other.  A  going  to  droop;  and  he  asks  us  to 
well-paid,  highly-skilled,  thriving,  accept  lower  wages.  Who  can 
and  contented  body  of  workmen,  is  assure  us  that  all  this  is  so  ?  How 
the  most  solid  of  all  foundations  for  can  we  find  out  the  truth  except  by 
the  success  of  the  employer.  refusing  his  offers — that  is,  by  strik- 
The  same  truth  holds  good  on  ing?  To  this  we  answer,  that  we 
the  other  side.  The  labourers  have  do  not  deny  that  there  is  some 
no  motive  for  beating  down  the  moral  justification  for  a  strike ;  that 
profits  of  capital.  Capital  means  masters  are  only  fallible  mortals, 
food,  clothing,  tools,  and  materi-  and  may  easily  be  led  aside  from 
ala,  without  which  there  can  be  no  justice  by  selfishness ;  and,  still 
labour,  no  means  of  livelihood  for  more,  that  the  uncertainty  which 
the  workmen.  They  are  fed  by  besets  modern  trade  renders  it  un- 
capital,  and  by  capital  alone ;  and  just  that  the  decision  of  what  is  the 
what  diminishes  capital  diminishes  fitting  division  of  the  produce  of 
not  only  their  enjoyments,  but  even  labour  should  be  intrusted  to  a  single 
their  existence.  A  high  rate  of  one  of  the  joint  partners.  A  con- 
profit— except  in  such  special  cases  test  for  the  determination  of  an  ob- 
as  a  siege,  or  a  monopoly,  or  the  like  scure  point  is  not  altogether  irra- 
— inevitably  creates  a  great  demand  tional.  But  even  the  working  class- 
far  labour.  Labourers  are  more  es  themselves  acknowledge  that  a 
keenly  sought  and  more  richly  re-  strike  is  a  coarse,  unscientific,  and 
warded  in  Australia  than  in  Eng-  most  costly  method  of  seeking  the 
land,  though  profits  are  so  large  that  solution  of  the  problem.  An  ex- 
loans  at  ten  per  cent  are  as  safe  ceedingly  small  proportion  of  strikes 
there  as  at  four  per  cent  here.  To  achieves  victory  for  the  strikers, 
attack  the  reward  of  capital  is  to  The  strike  itself  is  the  child  of 
drive  it  off  to  foreign  countries,  or,  ignorance  and  want  of  restraint.  The 
still  worse,  to  prevent  its  existence  suspiciousness  and  the  cupidity  of 
by  extinguishing  the  desire  to  save,  the  workmen  have  more  frequently 
This  disastrous  result  may  be  brought  plunged  them  into  strikes  than  a 
about  by  the  labourers  multiplying  well-grounded  Alief  that  the  masters 
unduly,  or  by  extorting  by  persecu-  are  straying  from  justice.  And  this 
tion  unwarranted  wages  from  the  being  so,  what  a  waste  of  wealth  is 
employers;  and  thus  it  becomes  incurred  by  striking;  what  a  de- 
evident  how  strong'  an  interest  the  struction  of  wealth  is  involved  in 
working  classes  havo  to  adapt  their  what  is  nothing  more  than  a  voyage 
numbers  to  the  demand  for  labour,  of  discovery  t  Wealth  ceases  to  be 
and  not  to  molest  the  capitalist  in  produced  whilst  the  strike  lasts.  The 
the  enjoyment  of  that  portion  of  food  and  clothing  consumed  by  the 
the  wealth  produced  which  falls  to  strikers  are  a  dead  loss  to  them  and 
his  share.  to  the  country.  They  are  not  re- 
Bat,  seventhly,  the  labourers  re-  produced  in  goods  manufactured; 
ply,  What  is  the  just  share  of  the  they  are  a  piece  of  genuine  and 
capitalist  ?  How  are  we  to  discover  very  lamentable  unproductive  con- 
the  real  state  of  trade  ?  Who  can  sumption.  It  is  a  matter  of  urgent 
inform  us  what  profits -he  is  making  interest  to  all  the  parties  concerned, 
on  the  orders  he  receives  and  on  the  to    the    employers    and    employed 
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alike,  that  some  more  refined  and  demand  for  a  reduction  of  the  length 
less  wasteful  process  should  be  em-  of  the  day's  work  arose,  almost  acci- 
ployed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  dis-  dentally,  at  Sunderland,  and  was 
covering  what  the  true  rate  of  wages  conceded.  The  contagion  speedily 
ought  to  be.  Such  a  process  is  spread  to  Newcastle,  and  gave  rise 
that  adopted  by  Mr.  Robert  Kettle  to  a  long  and  fierce  struggle  in  that 
and  other  men  of  practical  ability  town.  The  masters,  at  the  begin- 
and  rational  good  sense.  Its  main  ning,  refused  to  admit  that  a  claim 
element  is  a  joint  deliberation  over  for  increased  wages  was  warranted 
the  state  of  the  trade  by  a  combined  by  the  state  of  trade ;  but  the  battle 
board  of  masters  and  workmen,  swiftly  drove  them  from  their  posi- 
Six  of  each  class  hold  periodical  tion.  They  were  compelled  to  sur- 
revisions  of  the  conditions  of  the  render  to  the  demand  of  better  con- 
market;  and  thereby  provide  the  ditions  for  the  workmen;  and  the 
only  possible  remedy  for  counter-  question  then  became  one  as  to  tho 
acting  the  vicissitudes  of  the  de-  form  which  the  improvement  should 
inand  for  labour.  Both  parties  are  assume.  The  workmen  demanded 
placed  on  the  same  level  of  infor-  a  diminution  of  the  day's  work. 
ination  ;  both  judge  with  the  same  The  masters  were  prepared  to  grant 
knowledge ;  each  estimates  the  facts  higher  wages  in  money,  but  resisted 
as  it  thinks  fit ;  but  each  possesses  a  change  in  the  standard  for  comput- 
the  same  facts.  Should  the  two  ing  the  remuneration  to  be  given  to 
parties  to  the  discussion  disagree  in  the  men.  The  battle  raged  long 
equal  numbers,  masters  and  men  and  furiously,  and  both  masters  and 
respectively  holding  different  views  men  anxiously  sought  the  support  of 
as  to  the  situation  of  the  business,  public  opinion.  This  feeling  was  a 
an  umpire,  permanently  appointed,  most  healthy  element  in  the  con- 
is  called  in,  and  his  decision  is  final,  test:  roason  and  justice  were  all  the 
If  we  are  not  misinformed,  Mr.  Kettle  more  likely  to  prevail  ultimately, 
was  once  summoned  by  a  divided  The  extorted  admission  that  a  rise 
board  to  exercise  his  office;  but  he  of  wages  was  due  justified  the 
was  not  driven  to  pronounce  an  strike  on  principle,  and  could  not 
official  award  as  umpire.  Conver-  fail  to  damage  the  position  of  the 
sation  with  the  board  made  differ-  masters;  but,  on  the  question  of 
ences  vanish  into  agreement ;  and  a  the  length  of  the  day's  work, 
compulsive  decision  #ias  never  yet  they  received  much  support  from 
been  found  neoessary.  Unfortu-  the  press,  chiefly  through  the  claim, 
nately  this  system  of  determining  sometimes  avowed,  but  oftener  im- 
wages  is  not  universally  applicable  plied,  that  the  men  should  not  be 
in  all  trades ;  still  the  recognition  required  to  labour  at  all  beyond  the 
of  the  principles  it  proceeds  upon  nine  hours.  It  was  supposed  by 
may  lead  to  further  applications  many  that  tho  Unions  would  make 
which  cannot  be  pointed  out  before-  it  a  part  of  their  legislation  that  no 
hand;  and  as  yet  it  has  not  been  man  should  be  allowed  to  work 
adopted  to  anything  like  the  extent  more  than  nine  hours,  or  receive 
to  which  it  can  be  applied.  more  than  the  wage  allotted  to  that 
We  have  now  reached  the  ques-  portion  of  time.  Such  an  enactment 
tion  which  is  being  tried  in  this  would  have  inflicted  immense  dis- 
counter, and  indeed  over  the  greater  order  on  English  trade,  and  have 
part  of  Europe.  The  preceding  dis-  worked  infinite  injury  to  the  em - 
cuasion  will  assist  us  in  coming  to  a  plovers*  Their  machinery  would 
judgment  on  its  chief  elements.   The  have  stood  idle ;  many  heavy  items 
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of  expense  would  have  been  imdi-  to  a  starving  man,  in  the  face  of 
mimshed  ;  their  ability  to  execute  many  in  the  same  condition  strug- 
urgent,  and  often  the  most  valuable,  gling  to  obtain  employment,  will 
orders  annihilated  ;  and  very  pro-  prevent  him  from  working  for  more 
bably  a  large  transfer  of  their  busi-  than  nine  hours  for  a  wage  even 
ness  to  foreign  firms  would  have  considerably  smaller  than  the  trade 
been  the  inevitable  and  disastrous  had  known  in  past  years.  Tf  the 
result  The  final  issue,  however,  working  classes  resolutely  Intend 
set  these  fears  at  Test.  The  nine  that  they  shall  receive  permanently 
hours  have  been  granted ;  the  nor-  the  same  wage  for  the  short  as  for 
ma!  day's  work  has  been  reduced  the  long  day's  work,  they  must  do 
by  one-tenth  ;  but  the  exceedingly  something  more  than  decree  that 
important  and  critical  addition  has  the  day's  work  shall  be  reckoned 
been  made,  'that  the  men  may  work  at  nine  hours.  They  must  obtain 
overtime  and  claim  a  separate  and  what  is  to  a  great  extent  beyond 
farther  remuneration  for  the  excess,  their  control,  a  strong  demand  for 
The  judgment  to  be  passed  on  this  their  labeur ;  and,  secondly,  they 
victory  of  the  men  is  simple  and  must  insure  that  their  numbers — the 
clear.  So  far  as  the  mere  wording  numbers  of  men  who  must  perforce 
of  the  resulting  agreement  goes,  accept  smaller  remuneration  rather 
they  have  obtained  a  compound  than  starve — shall  bear  a  fit  and  not 
method  of  claiming  and  calculating  excessive  proportion  to  that  demand, 
wages  ;  but  they  have  not  acquired  The  Tery  general  spread  of  the 
a  fixed  wage,  nor  a  practical  dimi-  concession  of  a  day's  work  of  only 
nutiofi  of  the  time  to  be  devoted  to  nine  hours  throughout  England,  and 
labour.  The  workman  may,  and  no  partially  in  other  parts  of  Europe, 
doubt  will,  work  ten  hours  a-day  as  reveals  a  fact  of  a  very  cheering  and 
formerly  ;  but,  in  computing  his  re-  important  kind.  It  proclaims  the 
numeration,  he  will  treat  on  the  prosperity  of  trade,  the,  demand  for 
accountant's  basis  of  so  much*  for  labour,  the  means  capital  possesses 
the  day's  work  and  so  much  for  of  acquiring  profitable  employment. 
overtime.  But  the  gross  amount  the  power  it  has  of  making  greater 
of  the  wage  received  at  the  end  of  wealth,  and  consequently  its  abil- 
the  day  will  not  be  determined  by  ity  and  will  to  seek  for  labour, 
the  mere  division  of  time  into  and  to  repay  it  with  higher  re- 
part  regular  day's  work,  part  ward.  In  other  words,  the  pro- 
overtime.  No  decree  of  workmen  sperity  of  the  country  has  placed 
and  masters  combined  can  fix  the  the  working  classes  in  a  position  to 
amount  of  wages  beyond  the  circum-  enforce  better  wages,  an  of  the  capi- 
stances  of  the  particular  period,  -taiists  recognise  the  fact  and  con- 
Other  laws  than  mere  agreement  cede  the  claim.  They  give  the 
must  come  into  play,  if  something  same  wages  now  for  a  day's  work 
permanent,  if  a  wage  to  last  even  a  diminished  by  one-tenth  ;  and  they 
year,  is  to  be  established.  If  the  grant  extra  payment  for  overtime, 
state  of  the  business  will  not  allow  This  is  a  healthy  state  of  things  all 
of  a  total  wage  exceeding  five  shil-  round.  But  then  there  springs  up 
lings  a-day,  no  resolution  can  allot  the-  great  question,  Will  this  ben- 
six  shillings  permanently.  If  the  efit  endure?  and  as  that,  to  a  not 
labourers  are  too  numerous,  if  they  inconsiderable  extent,  depends  oh 
compete  with  one  another  for  bare  causes  beyond  the  reach  of  Eng- 
subsistence,  as  at  the  east-  end  of  land's  control,  the  question  rather 
London,  no  preaching  by  the  Union  is,  Can  the  working  classes,  by  their 
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own  act,  devise  the  means,  out  of  tween  comfort  and  toil,  between 
the  improvement  they  have  now  a  life  worth  having  and  a  life  which 
realised,  to  raise  their  condition  must  be  lived  simply  because  all 
permanently  in  the  future?  We  animals  shrink  from  death.  We 
hold  that  this  great  advantage  may  believe  that  at  the  present  hour 
be  secured  to  the  lasting  welfare  of  there  is  a  solid,  an  excellent  chance 
the  labouring  classes  of  England,  if  of  raising  the  standard  of  the  life  of 
they  will  derive,  from  the  very  form  English  labourers.  The  world  is 
of  their  victory,  the  one  all-essential  developing  rapidly  on  every  side. 
lesson  on  which  their  progress  de-  The  railways,  added  annually  to 
pends.  They  have  won  a  nine-  new  regions,  are  instruments  of  in- 
hours  day's  work  nominally ;  let  calculable  progress.  The  improve- 
them  convert  it  into  a  solid  reality,  ments  acquired  for  locomotion  mean 
Let  them  transform  its  nature  from  always  augmented  demand  for  fing- 
a  method  of  computation  into  a  lish  goods.  English  emigrants  are 
standard  of  living.  Let  them  grasp  obtaining  increased  wealth  from  the 
the  idea  that  nine  hours  of  toil  colonies  in  an  ever-expanding  ratio, 
ought,  barring  fluctations  of  busi-  American  tariffs  cannot  last  for 
ness,  which  no  force  can  subdue,  to  ever.  Even  M.  Thiers,  in  the 
provide  them  with  a  mode  of  exist-  plenitude  of  his  power,  is  unable 
ence  as  high  as  that  which  they  to  impose  his  commercial  policy 
have  hitherto  obtained  with  ten  ;  on  France.  Agricultural  wages  are 
and  let  them  do  their  part  in  giving  rising  in  England  ;  every  impartial 
permanency  to  this  raised  standard,  and  competent  authority  recognises 
But  what  is  it  that  they  can  do  ?  the  fact.  The  outflow  from  the 
Raise  their  standard  of  life;  accustom  agricultural  districts  into  the  towns 
themselves  to  a  higher  rate  of  comfort;  is  steadily  on  the  increase,  and 
realise  in  their  own  conviction  that  thereby  the  agricultural  labourer 
they  have  something  to  lose  by  im-  has  his  chance  also — and  it  is  a 
prudent  marriages ;  advance  towards  good  one— of  raising  his  standard  of 
the  feeling  of  the'  rich  that  young  living.  The  area  from  which  Sag- 
people  should  not  contract  engage-  lish  workmen  are  fed  is  ever  enUrg- 
ments  before  there  is  a  reasonable  ing,  for  the  wildernesses  of  tbe 
prospect  of  maintaining  a  family  ;  world  are  rapidly  being  converted 
in  a  word,  saturate  themselves  with  into  corn-fields ;  and  the  oft-repeated 
the  feeling  that  the  maintenance  of  assertion  of  Mr.  Mill,  that  the  poa- 
this  raised  level  of  comfort  which  session  of  land  is  a  monopoly  injuri- 
the  present  moment  brings  must  ous  to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  is 
exist,  and  shall  not  be  endangered  shown  to  be  a  pure  fallacy.  The 
by  failure  of  prudence  and  by  ex-  people  of  England  have  annually 
cessive  numbers.  The  form  that  more  corn-fields,  and  probably  will 
their  victory  has  taken  may  dp  soon  have  more- pastures,  for  their 
much  to  impress  this  idea  on  maintenance.  Never,  we  conceive, 
their  minds.  A  rise  of  wages  from  had  large  masses  of  population  so 
30s.  to  40s.  a-week  may  seem  only  fair  a  prospect  of  improving  their 
one  of  the  ordinary  vicissitudes  of  condition  as  the  people  of  England 
trade — a  move  upwards  to  be  soon  possess  at  this  very  hour.  If  only 
balanced  by  a  move  downwards,  the  multiplication  of  the  English 
But  the  idea  that  a  day's  work  is  race  is  governed  by  prudence,  the 
the  toil  of  nine  hours  may  instil  in  nine-hours  day's  work  may  be  the 
them  the  feeling  that  what  is  beyond  source  of  a  noble  advance  in  otvili- 
thia  limit  makes  the  difference  be-  satkm. 
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But  then,  we  may  be  answered,  ferred  inestimable  benefits  on  the 
Is  not  a  reduction  in  the  time  de-  English  people*  It  has  elevated 
voted  to  labour  a  diminution  of  the  their  ideas  of  what  they  ought  to 
production  of  wealth  ?  is  it  not,  so  expect  to  obtain,  in  order  to  render 
far,  a  voluntary  acceptance  of  rela-  life  even  endurable :  it  has  given 
five  poverty  ?  It  is  :  Political  Eco-  them  something  to  lose,  as  a  check 
Bony  ratifies  the  truth.  But  Po-  on  imprudence  ;  and  it  has  enabled 
liucal  Economy  is  the  science  of  them  to  meet  difficulty  by  having 
wealth  only :  and  none  more  cheer-  something  cheaper,  however  infe- 
fuBy  acknowledge  this  cardinal  fact  rior,  to  fall  back  upon.  It  fared 
than  intelligent  political  economists  otherwise  with  the  Irish  people 
themselves.  It  is  better,  wiser,  hap-  when  they  derived  their  chief  sub- 
pier,  to  be  comparatively  poor  ;  be-  ststence  from  potatoes.  Not  only 
cause  wealth  is  not  the  end  of  life,  but  was  it  difficult  to  cover  the  whole 
only  one  of  the  means  of  enjoyment  year  with  the  food  provided  by  this 
and  wellbeing ;  and  these  ultimate  root,  but  it  gave  them  the  habit  of 
results  may  be  injured  by  excessive  laziness,  so  easy  was  its  culture,  and 
labour  in  a  degree  which  no  increase  it  even  suggested  the  feeling  that 
of  wealth  can  compensate.  Waiv-  bare  existence  was  a  sufficient  object 
ing  the  question  of  the  physical  of  human  life.  Hence  flowed  ex- 
powers  of  man,  a  day's  work  of  fif-  oess  of  numbers,  and  then  there  was 
toon  hours  would  multiply  the  no  margin  when  deficient  harvests 
creation  of  wealth  enormously ;  but  reduced  the  provision  available  for 
would  humanity  he  a  gainer  by  such  the  population.  The  day  of  nine 
a  proceeding?  Would  the  capa-  hours  is  a  true  correlative  of  wheaten 
city  to  enjoy  remain  unimpaired  ;  bread  in  the  cottage. 
Would  the  weariness  of  toil  find  But  let  us  not  be  misunderstood. 
any  solace  in  the  sight  of  a  larger  We  are  not  seeking  to  maintain  that 
supply  of  goods  ?  It  may  well  hap-  the  labouring  man  is  not  to  work 
pen  that  a  demand  for  increased  for  more  than  nine  hours  on  each 
labour  may  f*U  upon  our  people,  day.  It  is  one  thing  to  assert  that 
when  the  fluctuations  of  the  demand  it  would  be  an  enormous  rise  in  con- 
of  our  customers  may  render  it  diffi-  dkion  for  the  working  classes,  if 
cult  to  procure  the  usual  supplies  of  they  could  obtain  with  the  labour  of 
necessaries  from-  foreign  countries  nine  hours  the  same  standard  of 
with  equal  ease :  and  it  is  an  emi-  living  as  they  now  acquire  with 
nent  advantage  of  the  nine-hours  ten,  and  it  is  another  to  require  that 
working  day  that  it  is  susceptible  they  should  never  exceed  the  nine 
of  an  increase  of  exertion  involving  hours.  The  one  grand  point  is  to 
no  serious  distress  on  the  labourer,  establish  with  the  reduced  hours  a 
But  the  great  point  is  to  accustom  permanent  condition,  with  numbers 
the  people  to  regard  this  as  a  tern-  properly  adjusted,  as  good  as  that 
porary  exception,  and  not  to  turn-  previously  accomplished  with  ten : 
it  into  the  basis  of  their  supply  of  if  they  choose  still  to  work  ten  as 
numbers, — to  teach  them  to  regard  before,  the  results  of  that  additional 
it  as  a  warning  against  hasty  mar-  hour  are  a  net  gain  of  very  solid 
riages,  and  aa  a  summons  to  take  improvement  But  it  cannot  be 
thought  not  to  suffer  their  standard  forgotten  that,  as  we  have  already 
of  hie  to  drop.  It  has  often  been  experienced,  bad  times  will  visit  the 
remarked  with  great  correctness  that  trade  of  England ;  and  in  such  times 
the  habit  of  making  white  bread  the  the  masters  will  realise  smaller  pro- 
chief  staple  of  their  food  has  con-  fits  or  none  at  all,  and  the  work- 
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men  must  work  longer  and  receive  ground  down  by  excess  of  numbers 
less :  no  process  can  extirpate  this  and  poverty,  that  their  fellow  work- 
incurable  malady  of  commerce.  .A  ing  men  should  be  better  off,  even 
really  bad  harvest  may  cost  a  direct  though  it  be  at  their  own  cost  f  Is 
loss  of  thirty  millions  to  the  nation,  not  such  a  renewed  condition  of.  the 
Its  food  has  to  be  paid  for  a  second  general  life  of  the  nation  a  real  gain 
time,  after  the  original  outlay  in  cul-  to  them  ?  It  would  be  otherwise, 
tivation :  the  price  of  bread  will  rise,  no  doubt,  if  the  reduction  of  time 
and  every  one  must  eat  less  or  sacri-  led  to  such  a  diminution  of  profit  as 
fice  something.  The  point  of  in-  would  damage  the  desire  to  save, 
terest  is  the  general  average  level :  and  involve  a  lessening  of  the  capi- 
and  a  people  accustomed  to  comfort  tal  which  is  the  source  of  the  peo- 
on  nine  hours'  work  per  day,  will  pie's  remuneration.  But  England  is 
have  a  still  endurable  position  to  fall  very  far  off  at  this .  moment  from 
back  upon,  and,  above  all,  will  learn  such  a  position;  the  fact  we  so  often 
and  practise  the  responsibility  of  appeal  to,  the  spread  of  the  nine- 
guarding  against  excessive  muitipli-  hours  movement,  proves  that  profit 
cation.  But  there  are  two  more  is  sufficiently  great  to  make  the  mas- 
classes  to  be  considered  in  judging  tors  willing  to  grant  better  terms 
the  effects  of  a  reduction  of  the  day's  to  their  mem  And  they  have 
work — the  masters  and  the  public,  always  the  resources  of  an  extended 
Are  not  the  interests  of  both  injured  use  of  machinery,  which  may  make 
by  the  change  ?  Must  not  the  profit  them  counterbalance  the  rise  of 
of  the  master  suffer  by  so  immense  wages.  It  is  the  machinery  of  fing- 
a  sacrifice?  Is  not  their  share  of  land,  working  on  the  great  founda- 
the  result  of  the  common  operation  tion  of  coal,  which  distributes  such 
made  unjustly  smaller?  To  this  enormous  wealth  to  her  manufac- 
objection  we  answer,  in  the  first  turers,  her  traders,  and,  be  it  well 
place,  that  every  increase  of  wages  observed,  to  her  workers  also.  If 
may  be  described  as  a  diminution  of  agricultural  wages  in  the .  West  of 
the  employers1  profit ;  but  the  fact  England  have  risen  from  -  seven 
of  the  concession  of  shortened  shillings  to  twelve,  and  emigrants 
time  being  so  generally  conceded  are  flocking  into  the  towns  from 
is  a  proof  that  the  state  of  business  the  rural  districts  to  get  wages 
will  allow  of  this  additional  conces-  varying  from  twenty-lour  to  fiftjr- 
sion  to  the  men,  without  any  undue  four  shillings  a-week,  it  is  impossible 
diminution  of  the  masters  profit  to  doubt  that  capital  is  eager  to  em- 
But,  secondly,  in  reply  to  the  objeo-  ploy  laftour,  and  possesses  the  means 
tion  that  the  result  of  nine  hours  of  highly  recompensing  it 
is  smaller  wealth,  that  is,  a  smaller  But  what  are  we  to  say  of  the 
fund  to  divide,  of  which  by  this  general  interests  of  the  public  f  Will 
hypothesis,  the  same  quantity  as  not  the  prices  of  commodities  rise, 
before  goes  to  the  workman,  leaving  there  being  fewer  made,  and  at'  a 
a  clearly  smaller  balance  for  profit  higher  cost  ?  And  is  not  this  a  rea- 
to  the  capitalist, — we  entirely  grant,  son  for  deprecating  the  reduction  of 
that  if  trade  is  stationary,  and  all  the  day's  work  as  a  public  misfor- 
the  circumstances  remain  unchanged,  tune  ?  It  must  be  granted  that,  all 
what  the  labourer  wins  in  time  is  things  remaining  the  same,  a  dim- 
lost  to  the  capitalist :  but  is  this  motion  of  the  time  of  labour  must 
necessarily  to  be  regretted  V  May  tend  to  raise  the  prices  of  goods  new 
not  capitalists  themselves  desire  to  produced  in  smaller  quantity  and 
see,  say  in  some  case  of  a  population  with  higher  pay  for  labour.    But 
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circumstances  do  not  continue  un-  one  topic  more  on  which  much  has 
altered ;   industrial  life  works  upon  been  said  and  written,  especially  by 
a  different  condition.     Almost  every  communists    and   foreigners.     Eng- 
commodity  which  can  be  named  is  land  is  held  up  to  infamy,  as  exhibit- 
incomparably  cheaper  than   it  was  ing  in  her  social  structure  the  most 
five  centuries,  ago,  and  for  the  most  hideous  contrast  between   the  rich 
part  modern  goods  are  immensely  and  the  poor.  She  is  a  scandal  to  tho 
superior  to  ancient  ones.     One  has  world.      Tn   no  land  have  the  rich 
only  to  consider  the  character  of  the  been  so  rich  and  the  poor  so  poor, 
conveniences  which  we   use    every  Existence  in  such  a  country  is  scarce- 
hour  of  our  lives  to  perceive  their  ly  endurable  for  a  man  of  right  feel- 
cxeeUence  and  their  cheapness.   The  ing.     And  it  is  all  such  wilful  wick- 
prices  at  which  knives  and  scissors,  edness,  such  deliberate  selfishness, 
earthenware  and  furniture,  above  all,  eager  to  desire  and  devour  all  that 
such  useful,  however  humble,  con-  comes  within   its  reach,  utterly  re- 
trivances  as  hooks  and  eyes,  are  sold,  gardless  of  the  suffering,  the  pain  of 
is  something  astonishing.    This  mar-  feeling,  the  misery  by  which  its  en- 
veUoos  cheapness  is  the  child  of  divi-  joyments  are   procured.     Now  it  is 
sion  of  labour,  and  of  the  gigantic  extremely  desirable   that    such  de- 
tools  which  it  has  learned  to  invent  claimers  against  the  form  of  English 
A  rise  of  prices,  caused  by  a  rise  of  society  should  state  accurately  what 
wage?,  would  impart  an  enormous  they  mean.     That  many  men  are  ex- 
impulse  to  increased  inventions,  and  cessively  rich  in  England,  and  that 
the  world  would  not  find  the  shops  their  tendency  is  to  increase  in  num- 
dearer  than  they  had  been  of  yore.  *  bers  and  to  be  richer  than  ever,  is  cer- 
We  do  not,  therefore,  conceive  that  tain  ;  that  there  are  many  poor,  pain- 
there  iff  ground   for   apprehending  fully  poor,  persons  in  this  nation,  is 
that  a  higher  rate  of  wages,  whether  equally  certain.     Whether  the  tend- 
in  time  or  money,  would  permanent-  ency  of  this  second  class  is  to  become 
ly  stiffen  the  prices  of  commodities,  more  numerous,  and  to  become  also 
The  highly-paid  workers  of  machin-  positively  poorer,  is  another  question, 
cry  are  the  very  persons  who  make  which  we  shall  examine  presently. 
goods  cheap ;   and  of  this  we  may  But    the    grand    question — the    as- 
be  quite  sure,  that  if  a  diminution  sumption  which  underlies  these  dis- 
of  the  day's  work  permanently  raised  paraging  pictures  of  English  life — is, 
the  cost  of  goods,  and  thereby  led  whether  this   poverty  is  caused  by 
to  a  reduction  in  their  use,  wages  this  wealth — whether  it  is  owing  to 
would  not   maintain   the   acquired  the   rich   becoming  richer  ♦  that  the 
saving  of    one-tenth   of    toil.     The  poor  are  so  poor  and  so  numerous  ? 
labourers  themselves  would  be  met  On  what  evidence  does  this  allega- 
by  augmented  prices  for  their  neces-  tion  rest  ?    Nay,  is  this  proposition 
saries  and  their  comforts,  and  then  ever  affirmed  by  any  one  in  distinct 
either  they  must  obtain  fewer  enjoy-  terms  ?     We  do  not  recollect  any 
raents  or  consent   to  lengthen  the  such     positive    affirmation    plainly 
hoars  of  labour.    There  is  no  escape  asserted  anywhere.     The  fact  that 
from  this  law ;   and  the  conclusion  there  are  many  poor,  and  that  they 
that  we  found  upon  it  is,  that  the  stand  in  painful   contrast   with   so 
shortness  of  the  day's  work  will  have  many  rich,  is  dwelt  on ;  but  no  one 
no    tendency,    probably    for    many  says  outspokenly  that  the  riches  of 
generations  to  come,  to  create  a  per-  the  rich  create  mis  painful  fact   We 
manent  rise  of  general  prices.  have  only  to  learn  how  these  riches 
It  remains  to  notice,  in  conclusion,  are   procured,  and   the  effects  that 
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the  manner  of  their  creation  generate  stead  of  ten,  why  should  he  not 
in  the  poor,  to  perceive  that  the  in-  grant  larger  wages  to  his  workmen, 
sin  ua ted  relation  of  cause  and  effect  and  reduce  his  gains  to  sixty — he 
is  untrue.  Why  is  the  trade  of  would  then  have  plenty  of  profit  in 
England  so  gigantic  and  so  prolific  all  conscience  ?  In  replying  to  this 
of  great  wealth  ?  Because  wealth  objection,  all  reference  to  humani- 
is  every  day  more  rapidly  made  tarian  motives  must  be  left  out,  un- 
in  every  land,  and  portions  of  that  less  the  object  be  to  advocate  com- 
wcalth  are  sent  over  to  England  as  munism ;  and  than  that  would  be 
orders  for  English  goods.  The  man-  on  moral  and  extra  -  economical 
ufacturers  receive  these  orders,  and  grounds.  The  point  of  the  question 
set  labour  to  work.  But  is  the  ad-  is  in  the  question  whether  the  as- 
vantage  confined  to  one  side  only?  sumed  surplus  of  forty  thousand 
The  capitalists  make  good  profits  on  a-ycar  is  made  at  the  workmen's 
these  demands  for  goods,  and  the  cost  The  answer  is  found  by  look- 
multitude  of-  these  orders  creates  ing  not  at  the  gross  amount  of  the 
gigantic  fortunes ;  but  do  not  these  master's  profits,  but  at  the  profit  he 
identical  orders  provide  abundant  receives  on  each  portion  of  goods 
employment  and  expanding  wages  made.  If  a  bale  of  manufactured 
for  the  men  ?  Is  not  a  much  larger  goods  is  sold  for  £50,  and  the 
number  of  working  men  set  to  work,  workman  gets  his  full  share  of -good 
fed,  and  rewarded  by  the  very  trade  wages  for  his  labour  in  making 
which  so  enriches  the  employers  ?  this  bale  of  goods  and  the  mas- 
Can  it  be  otherwise  ?  —  nay,  would  ter  not  more  than  his  reasonable 
the  workmen  themselves  wish  it  remuneration  for  his  capital  and 
be  otherwiso?  Would  they  desire  supervision,  then  no  wrong  is  done 
that  when  increasing  orders  arrive  to  the  workman ;  and,  which  is  the 
from  America,  from  Russia,  from  point  of  the  reply,  no  wrong  is  done 
Egypt  and  New  Zealand,  as  these  either,  if  it  so  happens  that  the 
countries  develop  their  resources,  master  can  make  1000  bales,  and 
the  law  -should  step  in  and  for-  reap  the  accumulated  profits  on 
bid  above  a  tenth  of  these  orders  them,  and  thereby  build  up  a  colos- 
being  executed,  because  otherwise  the  sal  fortune.  It  is  the  repetition  of 
profits  made  on  so  much  business  the  same  operation  many  times  over 
would  brings  too  many  large  fortunes  which  makes  his  vast  wealth ;  but 
into  existence  ?  Would  they  fail  to  it  is  on  the  fair  distribution  of  the 
reply,  that  this  extended  business  product  between  the  master  and  the 
brought  them  employment  and  high*  workman  on  each  piece  of  goods  on 
er  wages,  created  a  demand  for  more  which  he  is  employed  that  justice 
and  more  highly  skilled  workmen,  depends.  An  enactment,  in  what- 
was  the  cause  why  wages  were  steadi-  ever  way  carried  out>  which  forbade 
ly  on  the  increase  all  over  England,  the  master  from  making  more  than 
and  that  the  attempt  to  prevent  £60,000  a-year  would  only  operate 
the  execution  of  these  orders  would  to  create  more  masters.  It  might 
not  only  be  impossible  of  attainment  increase  the  number  of  very  prosper- 
by  any  conceivable  machinery,  but  ous  masters,  but  it  could  do  nothing 
would,  if  successful,  limit  the  growth  for  the  individual  workman. 
of  the  working  classes  and  the  rais-  But  we  do  not  deny  that  evils, 
ing  of  their  wages  ?  But  then,  some  each  of  its  own  kind,  are  inherent 
one  may  object,  if  the  extension  of  in  every  form  of  human  society,  and 
business  enables  a  manufacturer  to  that  the  healthful  interference  of 
make  a  hundred  thousand  a-year  in-  legislation  may  be  needed  to  protect 
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the  weak.  Abuses  crop  up  in  every  to  every  labourer,  for  we  do  not 
system  of  industry  which  man  can  desire  to  wander  in  the  regions 
devise.  Thus  in  past  days  the  feu-  of  chimera,  however  this  may  be 
dal  aristocracy  abused  their  power  adorned,  with  the  flowers  of  philan- 
to  inflict  positive  and  grievous  wrong  thropy ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
on  their  inferiors ;  the  healing  rem-  we  readily  acknowledge  that  the. 
edy  of  the  law,  or  the  pent-up  vio-  exercise  of  private  rights  at  evtjry 
lence  of  a  French  Revolution,  was'  epoch  of  human  history  needs  a$ 
needed  to  correct  the  wrong.  So  in  times  the  correcting  hand  of.  the 
our  state  of  society  one  cannot  refuse  power  whose  duty  it  is  to  protect 
to  see  that  the  working  classes  are  the  public  weal.  Only  let  the;  cub-* 
often  pushed  out  of  their  lodgings  tinct  evil  be  pointed  out  in  each  cage, 
and  markets  by" the  growth  of  large  and  be  traced  back  to  its  specific 
houses,  by  the  opening  of  new  cause ;  and  let  the  remedy  be  con- 
streets,  and  other  processes  peculiar  structed  on  the  solid  ground  of  good 
to  modern  civilisation.  We  do  not  sense  and  accurate  knowledge,  and 
say  with  Mr.  Hughes  and  Mr.  Han-  not  on  the  attractive  but  unstable 
sard  that  a  large  wage  shall  be  given  foundation  of  a  visionary  idea. 


THE  .  DESOLATION   OF   JERUSALEM.  • 

They  have  crushed  my  pride !  They  have  trampled  me  down  in  the  dust ! 

Whither,  0  God,  shall  I  flee  ? 
To  whom  shall  I  turn  ? — in  whom  shall  I  put  my  trust  ? 

In  whom,  0  Jehovah,  but  Thee  ? 

For  Famine  and  Pestilence  enter  through  all  my  gates, 

And  dark  Death  stalks  in  the  street, 
And  Murder  at  every  corner  skulks  and  waits, 

And  Justice  has  bloody  feet ! 

Thou  hast  trodden  me  down,  and  all  I  have  loved  is  fled ; 

I  have  moaned  till  my  soul  is  sore, 
I  have  wept  till  my  eyes  are  coals,  and  my  heart  is  dead ; 

'Tis  useless  to  crush  me  more. 

They  have  plucked  the  babe  from  my  breast ;  the  child  in  his  play, 

While  he  laughed,  they  have  stricken  dowq ; 
The  grace  of  woman,  and  manhood's  strength,  and  stay — 

And  age  with  its  hoary  crown. 

I  have  sinned — I  deserve  my  Fate — yet  hear  me,  0  Lord ! 

Oh  forgive  them  not  who  have  set, 
Their  feet  on  our  necks,  and  Thy  name  and  Thy  law  abhorred — 

Wfcpe  hands  with  our  blood  are  wet 

Do  unto  them,  0  God,  as  they  unto  me  and  mine  I 

Crush  them,  and  beat  them  down, 
Like  a  tempest  that  swoops  o'er  the  corn,  and  flays  the  vine 

With  its  darkening  thunder-frown. 
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Mercy  I  do  not  demand  for  myself — and  for  them 

No  mercy — but  justice,  O  Lord ! 
Let  Thy  swift  sharp  vengeance  destroy  them  root  and  stem 

With  the  lightning  of  its  sword. 

I  have  sinned !  I  have  sinned !  Jehovah,  Thou  hidest  Thy  face ; 

But,  prostrate  here  in  the  dust, 
I  adore  Thee,  the  Holy  One.     Lift  me  in  my  disgrace, 

Oh  help  me !  in  Thee  I  trust 

The  floods  have  all  gone  over  me ;  nothing  now 

Can  torture  me  more  or  worse ; 
Thy  thunder  hath  crushed  me  flat,  and  Thine  awful  brow 

Hath  frowned,  and  I  feel  Thy  curse. 

Not  humbled  by  them,  but  quivering  under  the  weight 

Of  Thy  tremendous  hand  ; 
But  Thou  who  hast  punished  wilt  pardon !     Thy  pity  is  great ! 

Oh  raise  up  this  desolate  land ! 

I  can  wait,  I  can*suffer.  O  Lord,  for  Thy  law  is  just, 

Though  terrible  is  Tny  wrath ; 
But  this  people  is  Thine,  0  Lord ;  in  Thy  promise  they  trust, 

To  guide  them  and  show  them  the  path. 

Thou  shalt  lift  them  at  last  when  the  debt  of  their  sins  is  paid, 

All  paid  to  the  uttermost  groat ; 
And  the  balance  shall  turn  in  which  their  sins  have  been  weighed. 

And  the  collar  be  loosed  from  their  throat. 

Years  shall  go  by.     They  shall  creep,  they  shall  cringe,  they  shall  crawl. 

Abject  in  the  eyes  of  men ; 
Loved  by  none,  feared  by  few,  but  scorned  and  derided  by  all — 

And  then,  0  Jehovah,  and  then 

Thy  voice  shall  be  heard, — "  Ye  have  drunk  of  the  bitter  cup, 

Ye  have  drained  it  and  drunk  it  down ; 
Come  back,  0  my  people,  come  back ;  I  will  lift  you  up, 

And  place  on  your  heads  the  crown. 

"  And  joy  shall  again  be  yours,  and  triumph»shall  peal 

And  ring  through  your  laughing  -ways ; 
And  your  strength  shall  be  mine,  and  your  battle  be  mine,  and  your  steel, 

And  your  glory  be  mine,  and  your  praise." 

w.  w.  s. 
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When  to  their  utmost  we  have  tasked  our  powers, 
And  Nemesis  still  frowns  and  shakes  her  head ; 
When,  wearied  out  and  baffled,  we  confess 
Our  utter  weakness,  Jhd  the  tired  hand  drops, 
And  Hope  flees  from  us,,  and  in  blank  despair 
We  sink  to  earth,  the  face  so  stern  before 
August  will  smile— the  hand  before  withdrawn 
Reach  out  the  help  we  vainly  pleaded  for, 
Take  up  our  task,  and  in  a  moment  do 
What  all  our  strength  was  powerless  to  achieve. 

Unless  the  gods  smile,  human  toil  is  vain, 
The  crowning  blessing  of  all  work  is  drawn 
Not  from  ourselves,  but  from  the  powers  above. 

And  this  none  better  knew  than  Chersiphron, 
When  on  the  plains  of  Ephesus  he  reared 
The  splendid  temple  built  to  Artemis. 

With  patient  labour  he  had  placed  at  last 
The  solid  jambs  on  either  side  the  door, — 
And  now  for  many  a  weary  day  he  strove 
With  many  a  plan  and  many  a  fresh  device, 
Still  seeking  and  still  failing,  on  these  jambs 
Level  to  lay  the  lintel's  massive  weight. 
Still  it  defied  him, — and  worn  out  at  last, 
Along  the  steps  he  laid  him  down  at  night 
Sleep  would  not  come.     With  dull  distracting  pain 
The  problem  hunted  through  his  feverish  thoughts, 
Till  in  his  dark  despair  he  longed  for  Death, 
And  threatened  his  own  life  with  his  own  hand. 

Peace  came  at  last  upon  him — and  he  slept ; 
And  in  his  sleep  before  his  dreaming  eyes 
He  saw  the  form  divine  of  Artemis : 
O'er  him  she  bent,  and  smiled,  and  softly  said, 
"  Live,  Chersiphron  t     Who  labour  for  the  gods, 
The  gods  reward.    Behold,  your  work  is  done !" 

Then,  like  a  mist  that  melts  into  the  sky, 
She  vanished — and  awaking,  he  beheld, 
Laid  by  her  hand  above  the  entrance-door, 
The  ponderous  lintel  level  on  the  jambs. 

W.  W.  S. 
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THE    HAUNTED   ENGHENIO. 

• 

Some  years  since,   I  chanced   to  on  his  hip  Yankee  fashion.     There 

be  in  Rio  de  Janeiro.   'I  had  just  re-  was  no  bell,  and  the  house  blacks 

turned  from  a  trip  into  the  interior,  having    carefully  made    themselves 

and  was  idling  away  the  last  few  scarce,  the  stranger  had  to  lead  his 

days  of  my  stay  in  South  America,  own  mule  off  to  the  stables  in  rear  of 

enjoying   the  incomparable    beauty  the  venda.     I  had  almost  forgotten 

of  the  scenery  of  that  sierra-locked  the  new  arrival,  and  was  watching 

harbour.     To  avoid   the    heat    and  the  sunset  on  the  bald  peaks  of  the 

bustle  of  the  town,  I  had  taken  up  Sugar-loaf  and  the  Corcovado,  when 

my  abode  at  a  small  venda  on  the  I  heard  a  step  in  the  room  behind 

northern  shore  of  the  bay ;  and  there  me,  and  the  stranger  came  out  into 

one  evening  I  was  as  usual  sitting  the  verandah  where  I  was  sitting, 

out  in  the  verandah,   enjoying  my  I    should    hardly    have    recognised 

after-dinner  cigar  and  cup  of  coffee,  him,  a  wash  and  change  of  clothes 

I  was  gradually  sinking  into  a  re-  had  made  such  an  alteration.     Now, 

verie,   trying  to  fancy  myself  sur-  though,  that  the  dust  and  mud  were 

rounded  by  the  dear  ones  at  home,  washed  from  his  face  and  beard,  I 

wishing  that  they  too  could  with  me  could  see  that  he  looked  fearfully 

sit    and    watch    the    ever-changing  worn  and  ill.     He  was  a  good  deal 

dreamy  beauty  of  the  scene.     "  As  sunburnt,  but  sallow  and  colourless, 

the    Thames    (below  Blackwall)  is  and,  though  not  yet  a  middle-aged 

to  the  Bay  of  Naples,  so  is  the  Bay  man,   stooped  considerably.     I  still 

of  Naples  to  jhe  Harbour  of  Rio,  took  him  for  a  Portuguese,  and  was 

thought    I,    when    my    cogitations  fairly  startled  when  he  addressed 

were  interrupted  by  the  sounds  of  a  some  remark  to  me  in  the  purest 

mule's  hoofs    pounding    along    the  English. 

sandy  beach-road  which  passed  in        u  You  will,   I  trust,  excuse  me ; 

front  of  the  venda.    In  another  mo-  but  I  have  been  living  for  so  long 

ment  the  mule  and  its  rider  were  in  amongst  natives  and  niggers  that  it 

sight,  and  rather  to  my  disgust  I  is  quite  a  treat  to  hear  one's  own' 

perceived  that  the  latter  evidently  language  again,  and  I  could  not  fail 

was  bent  on  patronising  the  same  to  recognise  you  as  a  countryman." 
house  as  myself.     I  did  not  feel  in        "Well,"  said  I,  "for  my  part  I 

the  mood  to  be  disturbed,  and  the  confess  I  did  not  take  you  for  one." 
new-comer  was  of  anything  but  a        "Not  likely;   my   best  friend  of 

prepossessing  appearance.    So  coated  six  months  since  would  hardly  know 

was  ho  with  white  dust  and  dried  me  now,  for  I  have  been  'down' 

mud-splashes  that  it  was 'next  to  with  swamp-fever,  and  half  dead; 

impossible  to  make  him  out,  but  I  and  besides,  I  am  just  'off'  a  150 

mentally  put    him   down  as    some  miles'  ride  in  four  days.     Not  bad 

stray  Portuguese  or  fazendiero  from  work  over  the  sierra  this  time  of 

some  neighbouring  coffee  estate.    His  year." 

mule,  though  seeming  nearly  u  played  We  chatted  on  for  some  time, 
out,"  was  a  powerful  beast,  and  the  and  I  soon  found  that  he  was  the 
saddle  certainly  English.  I  saw  too,  manager  of  a  large  coffee  plantation 
as  ho  dismounted,  that  he  was  well  in  the  interior  belonging  to  the  Vis- 
armed,  and  wore  a  revolver  and  knife  conde  de  B .     From  coffee  cul- 
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ture  our  conversation  naturally  turn-  I  expressed  my    delight    at    the 

ed  on  slavery,  and  I  remember  how  prospect  of  a  "  yarn ;"   and  so,  with- 

strongly,  whilst  listening  to  him,  the  out  further  preface,  he  commenced, 

idea  impressed  itself  on  my  mind,  "  I  was  tolling  you  just  now  that 

that  the  practical  views  of  one  unpre-  the    fazenda    of    which    I    am   the 

judiced  man,  who  really  understood  manager  is  a  very  large  one,  and 

the  habits  and  nature  of  the  blacks,  that  it  has  been   cultivated   for  a 

was  worth  more  than  all  the  well-  great  number  of  years — that  is,  for 

meaning   nonsense   ever    talked   in  this  part  of  the  world. 

Parliament,  or  the  vindictive  cant  of  "  Twenty  or  five-and- twenty  years 

a  Jamaica  Committee  assembled  in  ago  the  district  which  we  are  now 

Exeter  Hall!     After  a  pause  in  the  working  was  all  virgin  forest,  and 

conversation,  during  which  we  each  the  only  part  of  the  estate  under 

puffed  away  at  our  respective  cigar-  coffee    and    sugar    was    the    *  Boa 

ettes,  my  new  acquaintance  abruptly  Vista/  the  eastern  end  of  the  estate, 

asked,  "Did  you  ever  see  or  ever  ten  miles  from  where  we  now  are. 

hear  of — a  black  ghost  ?"  The  old  fazenda  of    Boa  Vista  is 

44  Can't  say  I  ever  did,"  replied  I,  standing  yet,  and    is    as   lovely    a 

with  a  laugh ;  "  thought  they  were  spot  as  you  could  well  find.     There 

always  white.'1  are  almost  miles  of  avenues  of  fruit- 

44  No,  I  don't  mean  that  exactly ;  trees — mangoes,     oranges,    cachoes, 

I  mean  the  ghost  of  a  black  man.  palms,    bananas,    and    numbers   of 

I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  native  others ;   whilst  the    roads  through 

races  myself — natives  of  every  hue  the  coffee-mills  are  literally  hedged 

and  species,  from  yellow  Chinese  to  with  pines ;  but  everything  is  going 

black  niggers — but  till  a  couple  of  to  ruin,  faster  and  faster  each  year  ; 

months  ago   I    never   came   across  and  the  place  forcibly  reminds  you 

anything  resembling    the  ghost    of  of  what  the  Garden  of  Eden  miglit 

one.       I    remember    once    a    rabid  have  been,  if,  after  Adam's  expul- 

slave-owner  in  the  Southern  States  sion,    a    joint-stock    company    had 

trying  to  prove  that  niggers  were  taken  it    up,    gone    bankrupt,    and 

cattle!  and  one  of  his  points  was  got    into    Chancery.       It   was    the 

that  a    nigger  had  no  soul !  '  for,'  grandfather  of  the  present  Visconde 

says    the    Southern  chap,   convinc-  who  first  founded  the  estate,  and, 

ingly,  *  there  never  was  a  white  man  according  to  the  faint  reports  still 

yet  (or  a  black  one,  for  that  matter)  current,  he  must  have  been  one  of 

who  ever  set  eyes  on  a  nigger's  ghost'  the  real  wicked  old  sort  one  reads 

44 '  Guess  not,'   struck  in  one  of  about  as  having  lived  in  the .  dark 

the  crowd;  4 a  nigger's  ghost  (if  he's  ages.     On  his  vast  estates  he  was 

got  one)  must  be  black,  mustn't  it  ?  absolute  as  the  Czar,  and  he  used 

and  as  you  only  see  ghosts  in  the  his  power  like  a  tiger.     I  have  heard 

night,  how  the  thunder  could  you  grim  stories  told  of  the  poor  blacks 

see  a  black  ghost  in  a  black  night  ?  he    had    flogged    to   death — strong 

no,  siree.     Happen,  though,  if  you  men,  ay,  and  women  too !      He  had 

could  fix  up  a  white  night  you  might  a  large  establishment*  perhaps  five 

jw.'    But  if  you  like  I  will  hundred  field-hands,  and  he  ruled 


few.'    But  if  you  like  I  will  hundred  field-hands, 

tell  you  a  rather  uncomfortable  ex-  them  with  a  rod  of  iron.     I  have 

perience  I  myself  had  a  short  time  heard  that,  should  he  see  a  black 

since;   mind  I  don't  say  it  was  a  touch  with-  the  handle  of  his   hoe 

ghost,  and  you  need  not  believe  it,  one  coffee-tree  whilst  clearing    the 

but  it  wa$  uncomfortable~-fl*ry."  roots  of    another,    the   unfortunate 
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slave  was  sure  of  a  hundred  lashes.  Then,  partly  owing  to  the  mouth 
Well,  some  he  murdered  outright,  of  the  river  silting  up,  and  partly  to 
some  fled  to  the  woods,  and  lived  the  dykes  being  neglected,  one  rainy 
like  wild  beasts,  whilst  others,  season  a  part  of  the  river-bank  was 
more  happy,  died  of  ill-usage  swept  away,  and  never  being  repaired, 
and  starvation  ;  when  sudden-  hundreds  of  acres  of  level  land,  on 
ly  a  strange  complaint  appeared,  part  of  which  sugar  had  been  sue- 
by  twos  and  threes  the  slaves  cessfully  grown,  were  flooded,  and 
died  off,  week  after  week,  month  soon  degenerated  into  marsh.  The 
after  month,  year  after  year.  The  natural  consequence,  of  course,  was, 
muster-roll  became  smaller  and  that  the  malaria  soon  bred  fever  of  the 
smaller.  The  old  Visconde  was  most  malignant  type,  and  the  blacks 
frantic.  Bribes,  medicines,  and  died  off  faster  than  ever.  Finally, 
floggings  were  all  tried,  and  proved  the  old  Visconde  abandoned  the 
equally  powerless  to  check  the  fazenda  in  despair ;  sold  off  all  his 
strange  complaint  Perhaps  I  am  slaves,  dispersing  them  in  small 
wrong  to  call  it  a  complaint ;  it  was  gangs  to  various  distant  districts ; 
not  one — it  was  poison  !  Yes,  poison,  bought  150  new  ones,  and  cleared 
I  myself,  whilst  in  Brazil,  have  and  planted  the  hill-ground,  ten 
known  several  isolated  instances  of  miles  from  the  old  one,  where  now 
this,  but  never  anything  approach-  the  new  fazenda  stands.  Though 
ing  to  the  wholesale  u  killing"  that  practically  deserted,  and  now,  thanks 
for  years  went  on  amongst  those  to  the  ever-increasing  marsh,  ren- 
poor  people  at  Boa  Vista.  I  can  dered  quite  uninhabitable  owing  to 
never  feel  quite  certain  of  the  cause,  the  fever,  the  plantations  (where 
Whether  was  it  owing  to  the  fear-  not  entirely  overgrown  with  jungle 
f ul  misery  of  their  lives,  their  wish  and  sapakyia)  are  still  valuable ;  80 
t<3  die,  and  so  in  a  manner  be  re-  every  year,  when  the  picking-tune 
vonged  on  the  old  tyrant  who  owned  comes,  a  party  of  thirty  or  forty 
them,  or  was  it  a  sort  of  contagious,  blacks  is  sent  over  to  get  what 
murderous  mania  that  spread  through  coffee  they  can;  every  year  the 
the  whole  mass  of  slaves  ?  I  my-  yield  becomes  less  and  less,  and  this 
self  fancy  the  former ;  but  possibly  year  not  more  than  800  arobas  were 
both  causes  combined.  The  negro,  gathered.  We  should  have  got 
you  know,  as  a  rule  does  not  go  in  more,  but  the  fever  suddenly  ap- 
for  suicide.  The  Malay  or  Javanese  peared,  though  I  took  every  precau- 
does ;  and  down  South  there  (whilst  tion — keeping  the  people  away  from 
making  the  Panama  line),  literally  the  low  ground  towards  evening, 
thousands  of  Chinamen  hanged  or  and  giving  then  extra  rations,  hv 
drowned  themselves  when  fever  and  eluding  spirits,  and  changing  the 
starvation  brought  them  low  and  gang  every  few  days.  In  spite  of  all 
made  their  lives  miserable.  But,  it  attacked  us,  and  in  three  days  we 
from  whatever  cause  it  arose,  the  had  a  dozen  on  the  sick-list.  I,  of 
blacks  of  Boa  Vista  died  off  at  a  course,  gave  up  work  and  retreated 
fearful  rate ;  and  at  last  two  Portu-  to  the  hills :  one  poor  fellow  sank 
guese  factors  disappeared  murder e  d  after  we  got  home,  though.  Well, 
by  the  slaves,  no  doubt  In  a  few  the  coffee,  or  at  least  a  good  part  of 
years  the  muster-roll  dwindled  from  it,  was  picked,  and  out  on  the  dry- 
500  to  800,  and,  do  what  he  would,  ing-grounda,  but  as  the  blacks  could 
the  Visconde  found  the  work  get-  not  be  left  there  to  take  care  of  it, 
ting  ahead  of  the  overtaxed  slaves,  it  stood  a  fair  chance  of  being  stolen, 
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since  the  river  ran  close  past  the  through  it  I  The  brightest  moon- 
terreiros,  and  a  canoe-load  could  be  light  could  but  dimly  struggle  down 
taken  in  a  few  minutes.  Some  one  on  the  weather-stained  and  time- 
had  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  as  worn  old  ruins,  so  dank  and  cold 
the  only  man  I  could  trust  besides  and  desolate.  No  sound  ever  broke 
myself  had  only  just  arrived  from  the  silence  but  the  occasional  cry  of 
England  with  his  wife  and  fami-  some  night-bird  from  the  march, 
ly,  and  had  not  yet  gone  through  the  chattering  of  bats,  and  the 
a  course  of  tropical  hardening  as  I  never-ceasing  hum  of  the  mos- 
had,  I  thought  it  best  to  do  the  quitoes.  Oh  how  dreary  those 
work  myself.  We  generally  sent  a  long  nights  were !  I  used  to 
couple  of  hands  over  every  morning  watch  the  moon  (when  now  and 
to  turn  and  spread  the  coffee.  As  then  I  could  get  a  glimpse  of  it,  pale 
the  place  was  safe  enough  by  day,  and  hazy,  through  the  drifting  fog), 
they  remained  there,  and  towards  and  guess  how  long  it  would  take 
evening  heaped  it  up  again  and  re-  to  sink  behind  the  forest-clad  sierra ; 
turned  home ;  so  the  night  was  the  and  often  I  have  quite  longed  to 
only  time  1  had  to  care  for.  Ac-  catch  sight  of  some  skulking  rascal 
cordingly  after  a  day's  work —  making  free  with  the  coffee.  I 
ploughing,  draining,  sugar-planting,  don't  think  much  provocation  would 
or  clearing  forest-land — I  used  to  have  been  required  to  make  me  pull 
lie  down  for  a  couple  of  hours  in  trigger  with  a  clear  conscience,  but 
my  clothes,  be  called  at  about  9  p.m.,  no  one  ever  came ;  and  from  what  I 
and  ride  over  to  the  deserted  old  afterwards  heard,  I  believe  a  pile  of 
fazenda  of  Boa  Vista.  I  had  a  half-  dollars  would  have  been  pretty  safe, 
unbroken  mule — not  the  one  I  am  for  the  old  fasenda  had,  I  found,  a 
riding  now,  but  a  beast  that  would  *  bad  name/  and  both  blacks  and 
hardly  break  her  gallop  the  whole  Portuguese  are,  you  know,  supersti- 
way  there — so  it  did  not  take  me  tious  enough  for  anything.  So  I  fancy 
long  to  get  to  the  clearing  (though  that  not  a  man  in  the  district  would 
I  had  a  river  and  two  wide  swamps  have  ventured  about  the  old  place 
to  cross  en,  route).  The  old  Eng-  after  nightfall.  Well,  one  night  I 
henio  was,  of  course,  situated  close  had  ridden  over  as  usual,  though 
to  the  drying-grounds,  and  there  I  dead  tired  and  sleepy,  as  you  may 
used  to  establish  myself  for  'the  think,  for  I  had  spent  the  whole  day 
night  The  left  wing  of  the  ruinous  working  in  a  rice-swamp  under  a 
old  building  had  been  formerly  the  grilling  sun.  I  had  almost  reached 
sugar  -  house,  and  in  it  I  used  to  the  fazenda.  The  last  half-mile  or  so 
tether  my  mule ;  and  with  the  help  of  the  road  ran  through  an  avenue 
of  a  bundle  of  cigars  and  an  occa-  of  the  finest  bamboos  I  ever  raw. 
stonal  nip  of  spirits  and  quinine,  I  They  must  be  fifty  feet  high  at  the 
should  have  passed  the  night  com-  very  least,  and  met  overhead  in  an 
fortably  enough  had  it  not  been  for  arch.  In  daylight  it  was  a  shady  ride 
the  mosquitos.  I  used  to  sit  there  but  by  night,  even  when  the  moon 
(myself  hid  in  the  deep  shadow  of  was  well  up,  it  was  all  but  pitch 
the  building)  and  watch  the  white  dark,  and  of  course  one  had  to  ride 
mist  reeking  with  poisonous  miasma,  .at  a  foot's  pace.  The  avenue  was 
seething  up  from  the  great  marsh,  quite  straight,  so  that,  like  coming 
How  closely  it  enveloped  one,  and  out  of  a  tunnel,  you  could  see  an  arch 
how  strangely  and  fantastically  each  of  light  in  front  of  you  long  before 
well-known   object  around   loomed  you  reached  it    Beyond  the  end  of 
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the  bamboos  the  road  swept  sharp  the  steady  rush  of  water  through 
round  to  the  right,  for  perhaps  a  the  sluices.  In  a  moment  it  flashed 
hundred  yards  or  so,  through  scat*  across  me  that  the  suspected  thieves 
tered  clumps  of  orange-trees,  guava-  had  come  early,  and  were  making  a 
scrub,  etc  ;  beyond  which,  on  the  night  of  it,  coolly  cleaning  our  coffee 
right,  was  the  half -ruined  Enghenio  with  our  own  machinery,  which  was 
or  machine-house,  and  directly  front-  still  in  a  condition  to  do  its  work  in 
ing  it,  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  a  sort  of  way. 
the  terroiros  or  drying-grounds,  now  "  A  touch  of  the  spur  set  the  mule 
scraped  clean  of  the  year's  accumula-  going  again,  and  in  a  few  seconds  I 
tion  of  weeds,  and  covered  with  heaps  was  round  the  bend,  and  caught  a 
of  half-dried  coffee.  I  had  ridden  glimpse  of  the  upper  storey  of  the 
slowly  through  the  bamboo  avenue,  Enghenio  looming  up  above  the 
and  was  within  a  few  yards  of  where  orange-clumps  and  guava-scrub.  I 
the  white  moonlight  streamed  across  noticed  the  old  building  seemed  to 
the  road  at  its  termination,  when  be  lit  up,  and  I  could  hear  the  rush 
ray  mule  gave  a  start  aside  and  of  water  and  the  beat  of  the  wheel 
suddenly  stopped  short  No  doubt  plainer  than  ever.  I  guided  my 
a  snake  was  crossing  the  path,  or  mule  off  the  road  so  as  to  approach 
she  had  scented  some  skulking  without'  being  heard,  and,  revol- 
puma.  But  at  the  moment  I  was  ver  in  hand,  cantered  through  the 
half  asleep  in  the  saddle  (the  sun  orange-grove.  As  I  first  caught 
had  been  more  than  usually  power-  sight  of  the  terreiro,  I  shall  never 
ful  that  day,  >and  I  confess  I  was  forget  my  astonishment  at  the  sight 
thoroughly  fagged).  - 1  was  think-  before  me.  I  had  only  an  end  view 
ing  (almost  dreaming,  perhaps,)  of  of  the  Enghenio,  but  four  of  the 
the  former  history  of  the  ruined  front  windows  seemed  to  be  open, 
fazenda,  and  mixed  up  with  these  as  I  could  see  the  broad  streams 
thoughts  of  the  past  were  vague  of  light  thrown  strongly  across 
speculations  as  to  the*  present — the  the  drying-ground,  which,  strange 
chances  of  a  meeting  with  coffee  to  say,  was  literally  crowded  with 
thieves,  &c,  when  the  sudden  halt  blacks.  I  could  see  them  distinct- 
of  my  mule  brought  me  back  in  ly — their  dusky  forms  flitting  back* 
a  moment  to  a  state  of  thorough  wards  and  forwards  from  the  drying* 
wakefulness.  Instinctively  I  grasped  ground  to  the  Enghenio,  carrying  in 
my  revolver,  and  was  ready  for  the  coffee  in  large  baskets.  Several 
action.  For  some  time,  as  I  ad-  had  torches,  and  I  could  even  dfe* 
vanced,  I  had  heard,  without  lis-  tinguish  a  couple  of  overseers  di- 
tening  to  them,  the  various  and  recting  the  work.  The  blacks  I  no- 
ordinary  night-sounds  of  a  tropical  ticed  were  all  working  silently,  and 
swamp,  the  dabbling  and  splashing  (at  the  run.'  The  first  idea  that 
of  water-fowl,  the  endless  chorus  of  struck  me  was,  that  one  of  our 
frogs  and  suchlike ;  but  now,  after  worthy  neighbours,  whom  I  knew 
the  first  moment  of  attention,  I  to  be  quite  capable  of  robbery  or 
became  convinced  that  a  fresh  anything  else,  had  brought  down 
sound  was  added  to  them.  Surely  I  the  whole  of  his  people,  and  was 
could  not  be  mistaken.  No ;  there  intent  on  making  a  clean  sweep  of 
it  was — a  sound  that  I  had  heard  our  coffee.  Insensibly  I  slackened 
for  hours  together  every  day  of  my  speed  as  I  dodged  my  way  through 
life  at  the  hill  faaenda — the  quick  the  last  culmp  of  orange-trees.  As 
regular  beat  of  a  water-wheel,  and  I  did  so  a  thicker  wreath  of  mist 
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seemed  to  afeetfie*  ~ytpi  ftmkijMM  mounted;  and  tethered  lier,  ami 
marsh;  tho ruddy i&r-Hftittfibttim  ihun  unfastened  a  small  lantern 
the  open  windows  BpparitedoiS***  which  I  always  brought with  m» 
out,  and  the  hurrying  BlaTflapirhaBi    struck   a.   If^dicy   and    prooet-dod 

a  few  moments  before  I  had  so  flls-  orploM  '  tbe:.  building.  -»  JT*'** 

tinctJy  seen,  seemed  to  melt  away  m-  seemed  <!hang«d  i  there  was  u 

to  the  darkness.    Another  stride  car.  of   any  one   hating  visited   since 

ried  me  clear  of  the  orange-trees  at  was  last   there.     '1  hen   1  went   into 

a  point  within  twenty  yards  of   the  the  machine-house.      Squeezing  be- 

Enghciiio.     I  pulled  up  with  a  quick  tween  tho  mandioca-miil  and  a  dis- 

jerk,  utterly  bewildered,   for  there,  used  sugar -press,  I  made  my  way  to 

close    before   me,   was    tho  drying-  the  part  of  the  building  partitioned 

ground,  '  covered    with    its    regular  off  for  the  water-wheel.     I  knew  it 

heaps  of  coffee,  not  one  displaced—  would  satisfy  me.     Several  of  the 

nothing    stirring,    nothing   visible —  planks  had  rotted,  and  fallen  back 

the  whole    place  as  silent  and  soli-  into    the  watercourse    below ;    they 

tary  as  when  I  last  visited  it  the  had  left  a  large  gap  in  the  partition, 

night  before.     I  sat  there  for  per-  through  which  I  looked  at  thewheel. 

haps  a  minute,  unable  even  to  think,  A  cold  chill  passed  through  me  as  I 

bat  with  a   strange  feeling  of   awe  did   so.     The  broad  floats  were   as 

creeping   over  me ;   for  up  to   that  dry  as  tinder,  and  the  wheel  itself 

moment  it  had  never  struck  me  that  was  held  locked  by  a  fallen  rafter 

I  was  subject  to  an  illusion.     Even  which  had  passed  through  its  arms 

then  I  could  hardly  force  myself  to  — it  had  not  moved  for  a  year  ;  and 

believe  that  what  I  felt  morally  cer-  there,  twelve   or  fifteen  feet   below 

Mil  I  had  actually  se«ra  was  not  real,  me,   I   could   see   the  water   uncon- 

and  I  half  expected  to  see  the  troops  fined  by  sluice  or  shuttle,  which  had 

of  blacks  come  hurrying  out  of  the  long  since  been  washed  away,  run- 

Enghenio   again.      No— not   a   trace  ning   silently  along   the   shoot,  and 

of   them.     Then   I   thought   of   the  not  even  touching  the  lowest  float 

great    water-wheel       I    bad    heard  of  the  wheel     Two  or  three  bats, 

that  going,  and  toitld  not  be  mis-  disturbed  by  the  light,  fluttered  up 

taken.     With  a  feeling  not  far  from  past  me,  and  they  were  the  only 

dread    I    rode    p&a£   the    Enghenio  signs  of  life  I   could  see.     Then    I  - 

towards     the     sugar-  house,    which  knew   that  what  I   bad  seen   could 

was  the  right  wing  of  the  building  not  be  real — but  how  to  account  for 

(the  machinery  was  all  in  the  cen-  the    noise    of    the   wheel    and    tho 

tre,  and  the  coffee-stores  in  the  left  stampers  too !     How  my  head  ached 

wing  nearest  to  me).     As  I  slowly  that  night!    (it  does   now  for   that 

rode  along  the  front,  I  saw  that  the  matter;?   but    I    sat    there   in    the 

windows,    from   which    so    shortly  sugar-house  puzzling  over  the  strange 

before  I    had   seen   the   streams  of  sight  I  had  seen  till  near  daylight, 

light  issuing,  were  closed  as  usual,  and  then  rode  home  again.     I  could 

the    shutters,    gray    and     steaming  eat  no  breakfast,  I  remember,   but 

with  damp,  shining  coldly  in   the  went  out  to  see  some   fresh   land 

pale   moonlight.      The   centre  door,  they  were  clearing ;    but   I   turned 

leading  into  the  machine-house,  was  ill,   and  had  to   come   home;   and 

fast,  and  the  rusty  padlock  and  chain  by  evening  I  was  down  with  swamp 

seemed      untouched.       The     sugar-  fever,  and  raving.     I  had  a  baddish 

house  was   open  on  one  side,  and  turn  of  it ;  and  a  precious  row,  they 

into    this    I    rode    my   mule,    dis-  tell  me,  I  made.    And  the  odd  thing 
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fe,  that  I  can  remember  ttagp  «f  (be  teen,  and  found  him,  as  Jose  had 

delations  whinh  I  hid  the»,  s*  cbs*«  Mild,  down  with  fever ;  he  was  quite 

It  a*  tt  they  tei  baa*  facts  $  ht*  sensible,  though,  and  thanked  me 

the  real  frets  1 1tf»sJtlMiar§ottea  fereetning. 

entirely  or  eol|r  ■etaMeafrer  as  too*  "  I  thought  very  likely  you  would 
does  a  dreaovt'  NeW^  fir*  that's  be  crossing  the  bay  to  Rio  this 
my  story,  and  it  is  for  you  to  judge  morning ;  if  you  do,  would  you 
whether  it  was  the  fever  that  brought  kindly  ask  the  English  doctor  to 
me  the  niggers'  ghosts,  or  the  nig-  give  me  a  call  t  I  have  got  a  touch 
gers'  ghosts  the  fever.  I  hope  I  am  of  this  wretched  fever  back  again, 
not  in  for  another  dose  of  it ;  my  Jose  tells  me  that  early  this  morn- 
head  feels  very  queer.  Well,  any-  ing  I  was  talking  a  great  deal  of 
how,  I  have  had  a  long  day,  and  nonsense,  but  I  hope  I  did  not  dis- 
so  will  turn  in — good  night."  turb  or  bore  you  last  night" 

He  rose,  and,  shivering,  slightly,  I  assured   him  to  the  contrary, 

moved  off  to  his  room ;  and  I,  after  and  in  the  course  of  the  morning 

musing   a  while    over  the    strange  found  out  and  sent  the  doctor  to  see 

story  which  I  had  heard,   followed  him.      His  attack  was   very  light, 

his  example.      The   next  morning,  and  in  a  few  days  he  was  about 

when  I  came  down  to  breakfast,  I  again,  but  he  never  again  mentioned 

asked   Jose,  the    factotum    of    the  the  long  night's  watching  in  the  old 

venda,  if  the  stranger  had  yet  gone  Enghenio.      Was  the  fever-madness 

out  in   him  when  he  saw  that  strange 

"No,    Scnor,    he's    ill — has  the  sight    at    the    abandoned  fazenda? 

fever,  and  I  have  been  with  him  for  Or  was  it  so  when  he  told  me  the 

the  last   two  hours:    he  wants  to  story    before    his    second    attack? 

speak  to  you,  Senor."  Tm  sure  I  know  not,  but  it  was  a 

Accordingly    I    repaired    to    his  strange  weird  tale  either  way. 


■•• 
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[Portions  of  these  adventures  have  been  from  time  to  time  published 
in  newspapers  and  periodicals.  Those  which  are  authentic  are  all  drawn 
from  sources  which  must  greatly  resemble  each  other — viz.,  the  ship's  lo£ 
or  the  officers'  journals ;  and  the  facts jnust  be  the  same  in  all  The  nar- 
rative here  given  is  from  the  MSS.  of  an  officer  well  entitled  to  a  hearing ; 
and  no  part  of  it  has  been  given  at  second-hand,  or  taken  from  any  printed 
account. — Ed.] 

A  SAILOR'S  NARRATIVE  OF  THE  LAST  VOYAGE  OF  H.M.S.  MEGiERA, 
AND  OF  THE  PRESERVATION  OF  HER  CREW  ON  THE  ISLAND  OF  ST. 
PAUL.  * 

"  They,  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  that  do  business  in  great  waters ;  these 
see  the  wor^s  of  the  Lord  and  His  wonders  in  the  deep." 

Though  there  be  few  living  in  will  perhaps  accept  the  account 
England  who  have  not  heard  of  the  which  follows,  told,  as  it  is,  with 
stranding  of  H.M.S.  Megeera  in  the  much  plainness  of  speech.  Listen 
year  of  grace  1871,  yet  the  whole  then,  ye  landsmen  and  brother 
story  of  our  peril,  and  of  how  great  sailors,  and  you  shall  hear  of  hair- 
deliverance  God  vouchsafed  to  us,  breadth  escapes  and  stirring  adven-  - 
has  never,  I  think,  till  now  been  tures,  the  like  of  which  perils  though 
written.  It  is  worthy  of  a  lofty  many  may  encounter,  yet  few  live  to 
strain  and  of .  an  eloquent  writer ;  relate. 
but,    for  default  of    such,   readers 

CHAPTER   I. — THE   HAZARD   ON   THE   OCEAN. 

It  was  on  the  28th  of  May,  early  passed  the  lighthouse,  perched  with 
in  the  morning,  that  the  Megfera  so  much  travail  on  the  Roman  Rock, 
steamed  out  of  Simon's  Bay,  bound  and  the  unshapely  insular  mass 
for  Sydney.  She  had  883  souls  on  called  Noah's  Ark,  all  on  the  right 
board,  the  number  being  thus  made  Away  to  the  left,  still  shrouded  in 
up— viz.,  4-2  officers,  44  marines,  180  fog,  as  if  an  early  appearance  were 
ship's  company,  and  67  boys.  The  a  thing  unknown  to  it,  lay  the 
day  was  Sunday,  dear  to  sailors  as  happy  town  of  Kalk  Bay,  the  resort 
of  good  omen  for  the  coming  voy-  of  the  newly  married.  Anon,  glow- 
age.  Alas  for  the  omen !  we  must  ing  in  many  colours,  the  Table 
say,  now  that  we  know  what  a  Mountain,  with  the  lower  hill, 
dark  fate  was  behind  us.  But  the  and  the  rich  valley  of  Constantia, 
"  Sunday  sail,"  the  fair  weather,  the  opened  to  our  view,  across  the  broad 
lovely  scenery,  had  their  full  effect  Flats  yellow  with  long  extended 
on  our  spirits  on  that  morning,  sands.  Then  we  passed  the  Hotten- 
And,  cheered  by  the  hope  of  a  pros-  tot  Hollands,  whose  tops  reflected 
perous  voyage,  we-  could  note  with  the  rays  of  the  early  sun,  and  whose 
delight  the  buildings  and  features  sides  were  beautiful  with  light  and 
of  the  land  from  which  we  were  shadow,  and  with  colour ;  and  after 
parting.  Behind  us,  old  Simon's  that  we  had  soon  done  with  waters 
town  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  of  the  coast  The  sea-birds  above, 
was  still  half  hidden  in  the  mist  flying  and  screaming  round  us,  the 
Soon,  emerging  from  the  smaller  long  sweep  of  the  waves  below,  the 
indent,  and  entering  False  Bay,  we  salt  breeze,  the  well-seen  arch    of 
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the  horizon,  all  testified  to  the  same   rocks  and  shoals.    As  for  wind  or 
fact — we  were  in  the  great  ocean.         wave,  what  cares  a  sailor  for  either 
One  is  fain  to  dwell  on  the  last    as  long  as  he  has  faith  in  his  ship 
happy  days  that  the  ship  ever  saw ;    and  in  himself  1    No,  there  was  no 
fate  had  not  many  in  store  {or  her*,    alarm  all  through  this  mist  and  wet, 
That  Sunday  was  a  pleasant  day;    which  lasted  to  the  6th  of  June ; 
and.  so  were  the  Monday  and   the    neither  was  there  alarm  on  that  day 
Tuesday  which  followed.     By  day    when  masses  of  clouds,  piled  one  on 
we  had  only  agreeable  occupation  as    another  up  the  sky,  gave  reason  to 
the  vessel  dashed  merrily  along,  and    expect  a  furious  pile.    All   hands 
by  night  we  could  gaze  on  the  south-    were   turned    up    to    shorten    sail, 
crn  heavens,  bright  with  unnumbered    Every  sailor,  as  he  looked  at  the  sky 
stars,  and  into  whose  depths  the  eye    after  she  was  made  all  snug,  predict- 
pierces  so  as  to  raise  a  feeling  of    ed  the  foulest  weather.     But  every - 
great  awe.     The  moon  shone  on  us    body    was    wrong,    for     by    noon 
too;  but  her  beauty  we  were  ac-    the    clouds   had    dispersed,  leaving 
quainted  with  of   old :   it  was   the    only  a  strong  breeze,  which,  by  the 
southern  constellations,  the  glorious    6th,  blew    from  the  N.W. — a    fair 
signs  never  seen  from  Old  England,    wind,  if  a  stiff  one,  and  sent  us  along 
and  pre-eminent  among   them    the    our  course  ten  knots  an  hour. 
resplendent  Cross,  which  gained  all        The  pleasure  of  a  thorough  sailor 
our  attention — the  young  hands  lost    comes  in  many  forms.     A  few  days 
in  admiration  of  the  sight,  the  old    since,  soft  breezes  and  sunny  skies 
ones  pointing  out  the  stars.  made  us  happy.     Now  it  was  a  de- 

The  scene  changed  on  Wednesday  light  of  another  kind  to  find  her 
the  31st.  There  was  an  end  of  easy  bounding  through  the  water,  dash- 
luxurious  steaming,  no  more  ex-  ing  over  the  billows  like  a  fiery 
hilarating  days,  no  more  spangled  horse,  while  great  ocean-birds,  al- 
nights ;  but  tarpaulins  and  water-  batross,  molly-wakes  (large  brownish 
proofs  on  all  sides — slippery  decks,  birds  very  like  albatross),  Cape  pige- 
dripping  ropes.  The  damp  made  ons,  and  graceful  sea-swallows,  car- 
its  way  everywhere — boots,  towels,  eered  about  her  masts  and  ropes, 
linen,  our  very  beds,  damp,  and  the  along  her  wake,  and  across  her 
salt  in  the  cellars  half  water.  It  course,  swooping  and  screaming  as 
was  difficult  to  find  a  dry  berth ;  she  struck  the  foam  from  her  f  ore- 
and  if  one  were  found,  it  was  diffi-  foot.  Then,  too,  there  was  the  cheer- 
cult  to  occupy  it,  for  the  ship  turn-  ing  thought  that  these  rolls  and 
bled  along  in  a  most  disturbing  man-  plunges  were  taking  ire  rapidly  to- 
ner ;  so  our  hitherto  cheerful  party  wards  our  destination.  And  now  the 
was  suddenly  depressed.  We  were  absorbing  question  was,  When  will 
encountering  heavy  squalls,  with  she  reach  Sydney  ?  Some  said  the 
much  rain.  8th  July,  some  a  little  before,  some  ' 

We  had  parted  with  our  bright  a  little  after;  and  bets  were  made  and 
clear  sky ;  but  that,  after  all,  is  but  much  sage  speculation  indulged  in. 
an  ordinary  inconvenience  to  the  Thus  do  short-sighted  mortals  rack 
men,  who  are  said  to  be  "  born  for  all  their  brains  to  determine  the  exact 
weathers."  Damp  foggy  days,  such  order  ;of  events  which  are  never  to 
as  we  now  experienced,  kept  us  all  happen  at  all. 
much  on  the  alert,  which,  under  such  There  was,  however,  a  fair  pros- 
gloomy  circumstances,  was  an  advan-  peci  of  a  quick  voyage ;  far,  if  the 
tage.  But  there  was  as  ret  nothing  breeze  which  set  in  on  the  5th  did 
to  omase  the  least  alarm,  tor  we  were  but  hold,  it  would  soon  waft  us— 
safe  out  iiLthe  open  sea,far  away  from    blow  and  toss  us  would  be  a  truer 
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expression — into  the  region  of  steady  our  dread*     Wo  were  face  to  face 

westerly  winds,  which  would  in  all  with  imminent  danger,  if  not  with 

probability  follow  us  to  Sydney.     It  death  ;  and  the  meeting  was  so  sud- 

did  hold  for  48  hours,  and  we  did  den  and  so  stern  as  to  discompose 

encounter  the  westerly  breeze  ex-  the  boldest  and  most  reckless  among 

actly  as  we  had  hoped  for  it,   on  us.     A  leak  was  reported  to  have 

Wednesday,  the  7th  of  June.     That  been    sprung     in    the    night, — not 

day  we  made  195  miles ;   the  next,  some  moderate  influx  which  might 

214  miles.    Was  not  this  enough  to  be  discharged  as  fast  as  it  could  in- 

make  us    presume    that    that   day  vade  us,   and  the  cause  of  which 

month  would  find  us  in  the  haven  might    soon    be    remedied    by    the 

where  we  would  be  ?  skilled  hands  among  our  crew,  but 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  though,  a  terrible  inroad  of  the  sea  by  some 

that  we  were  enjoying  a  satisfaction  channel  as  yet  unknown,  which  was 

which  any,  save  sailors,  could  ap-  raising  the  level  of  the  water  in  the 

predate.      The    sea    was    running  ship's  hold  at  the  rate  of  an  inch 

mountains    high.     The   ship    rolled  every    hour!      Now    the    simplest 

like  a  drunken  man ;  she  shipped  a  mind  will  understand  that  we  must 

few   tons  of  water  every  now  and  keep  under  this  ruinous  stream,  or 

then,  completely  deluging  any  un-  the  rest  of  our  lives  would  be  reck- 

fortunate    wights    whose  .  duty    or  oued  by  hours  and  minutes.     It  was 

fancy  took  them  in  the  way  of  the  not  without  reason,  then,  that  there 

inundation.     No  ;    it  could  be  plea-  were  grave  faces  about  the  breakfast- 

sant  to  those  only  who  were  inured  table  on  the  9th  of  June, 

to  the  sea ;  and  perhaps  not  to  them,  In  the  morning  watch  it  was  dis- 

unless  it  were  accompanied  by  the  covered  that  there  were  17  inches 

knowledge    that    their    voyage  was  of  water  in  the  engine-room ;  and 

in  course  of  rapid  accomplishment  as    the  ship    was    very    broad    at 

But   we  wtre   speeding   along;    so  bottom,   this    depth    indicated    an 

there  was  no  bar  to  our  content-  immense     quantity.      The     ship's 

merit,  and    we    turned    in    on    the  pumps  were  manned  at  once,  and 

night  of  the  8th  June,  hopeful  and  the  bilge-pumps  set  in  motion,  and 

merry.  by  these  means  the  water  was  at 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  she  first  kept  under  and  reduced  to  13 
still  sped  swiftly  before  the  wind,  inches.  The  crew  having  thus  tem- 
but  the  jokes,  the  merriment,  the  porarily  gained  the  mastery  over 
betting,  had  ceased,  and  anxious  the  hostile  element,  our  next  en- 
faces  clustered  round  the  tables  of  deavour  was  to  detect  the  leak, 
the  different  messes  at  breakfast  But  this  was  no  easy  matter,  as  the 
An  old  foreboding,  which  weighed  on  water  which  we  had  shipped  covered 
.  us  at  the  commencement  of  our  voy-  the  ship's  framework  to  some  height 
ago,  but  which  the  fair  wind  and  the  Moreover,  '  inside  the  iron  plating 
riotous  pace  of  the  ship  had  dispelled,  her  bottom  was  lined  with  brick- 
came  back  now  with  a  real  form,  work  and  cement  The  engineers, 
and  dashed  our  short-lived  joy.  however,  set  themselves  to  search 
Had  not  we,  had  not  all  who  loved  for  the  spot  where  she  had  given 
or  cared  for  us,  been  appalled  at  the  way,  and  in  doing  so  had  to  grope 
reports  of  the  Megtera's  condition?  about,  almost,  and  sometimes  en- 
had  we  not  dreamed  of  and  ima-  tirely,  under  the  edfensive  bilge- 
gined  disaster,  until  many  days  of  water  as  it  was  swayetLtftrom  side  to 
immunity  brought  back  light  hearts  side  by  the  rolling  e£  the  ship.  But 
and  smiling  faces?  Here,  then,  this  as,  until  the.  leak  should  be  dis- 
morning,   was   the   justification   of  covered,  nothing  oeuld  be  done  to 
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amend  our  case,  except  by  incessant  their   disposal  for   averting,   under 

pumping  (which  was  vigorously  sus-  Providence,    the.  impending    doom* 

tained),     the    period    of     the    en-  First,  we  had  the  advantage  of  dis- 

gineers'     anxious     and     miserable  cipline,  which  though  well-nigh  ob- 

search  was  opportunity  for  reflec-  solete  in  Britain,  yet   lingers  here 

tion.     And  reflection  was  the  most  and  there  about  the  army  and  navy, 

distressing  occupation  in  which  one  Yes,  we  had  discipline  on  board,  and 

could  be  engaged — worse  a  thousand  were  sure,  therefore,  that  the  muscles; 

times  than  the  severest  manual  ex-  thews,  and  sinews,  as  well  as  the 

ertion — worse    than    crawling    like  brains  of   an  active  and  intelligent 

reptiles    about    the    dark     sloppy  crew,   would   in  concert  labour    to 

abysses  near  the  vessel's  keel.     For  their  utmost  for  the  common  good, 

what  a  state  of  things  was  present-  We  had  no  dread  of  selfish  wrang- 

ed  to  the  mind  that  had  time  to  ling,  of  deadly  panic,  or  of  divided 

think !     Here  we  were  in  lat  39°  40'  '  action.     The  Captain,  whatever  he 

S.  and  long.  44°  22'  £.  on  the  Indian  may  have  felt,  showed  no  sign  of 

Ocean,  more  than  a  thousand  miles  doubt  or    hesitation  in  this  'grave 

from  any  land.     The  Cape  of  Good  conjuncture,  but  turned  a  bold  front 

Hope,  it  was  idle  to  think  of  re-  to  the  danger-,    and  he  was  ably 

turning  to,  as  the  strong  westerly  seconded  by  all  in  authority  under 

gale  would  have  opposed  us  all  the  him.     Thus  a  moral  force,  as  well 

way.     Sydney   was    more    than    a  as  the  habit  of  obedience,  was  felt 

month's    voyage    from    us!     There  throughout      This    was    our  great 

were    some    tiny    islands    in    mid-  reliance,    without    which    anything 

ocean,  which  might  be  reached  in  a  else  which  might  tell  in  our  favour 

week  or  so,  if  we  could  keep  afloat  would  be  of  no  avail     Then  there 

so  long  and  keep  our  engines  effec-  was  the  possibility  that,  before  tho 

tivc.    But  how  many  chances  were  water  should  rise  too  high  inside, 

there  against  our  doing  that!      A  we    might    discover    and    stop    or 

leak  in  an  iron  ship,  unless  it  arises  mitigate  the  present  leak,  and  that 

from  some  well-ascertained  accident,  we  might  gain  a  harbour  before  she 

suggests  dangers  far  beyond  its  own  should  give  way  in  another  place, 

solitary    threatening,    bad    though  Thirdly,  we  had,  as  yet,  a  fair  wind, 

that  may  be.     It  suggests  the  pro-  and  our  engines  were  in  full  vigour : 

bability  that  the  whole  of  the  plates  we  might  possibly,  therefore,  by  un- 

may  be  so  attenuated  as  to  yield  at  remitting  labour  at  the  pumps  and 

any  moment  to  the  pressure  of  the  buckets,  keep  down  the  water  long 

waves,  or  a  blow  from  a  heavy  sea.  enough  for  sails  and  steam  to  take 

To  deal  with  the  one  active  danger,  us  to    port     These    were   all    the 

therefore,  is  no  more  than  crushing  means  which  we  could  control ;  and 

one    head  of    the    hydra.     Ninety-  there  was  besides  the  chance  that 

nine  more  are  ready  to  assail  you.  Heaven  might  send  some  large  ship 

The  danger  is  not  distinct  and  local,  into  our  company.    But  when  the 

but  all  that  encloses  you  is  insecure  dread  account  came  to  be  totalled  up, 

and    treacherous.      Only   a    rotten  the  chances  looked  so  much  against 

film  between  you  and  eternity  t  us  that,  however  boldly  we  might 

In  this  fearful  state  of  things  it  is  be  able  to  meet   our  end,  the  end 

hoped  that  all  looked  to  God  for  was  to  be  prepared  for  as  the  most 

help.     But  the  Captain  and  every  probable    of     contingencies.      Men 

one  concerned  in  the  charge  of  the  decided  bravely,   they  gave  orders 

ship,  and  of  the  lives  and  property  bravely,  and  bravely  men  wrought ; 

which  she  carried,  looked  anxiously  but  inwardly  what  thoughts  must 

to  the  means   which  wve   yet  at  have    arisen    of    home,    and    dear 
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kindred  and  friends,  and  of  that  efforts  to  get  a  part  of  the  hold  dry, 
other  world  that  might  he  so  near !  and  put  on  a  hundred  men  to  bale 
Resolution  and  constancy  there  were  from  daylight.  "We  resorted,  too, 
without,  but  within  was  the  dark-  to  a  new  device — that  is,  we  plugged 
ness  of  the  shadow  of  death.  How  up  some  of  the  communications  by 
could  it  be  otherwise  when  we  re-  which  the  water  spread  itself  from 
cognised  our  desolate  condition  and  one  to  another  compartment  in  the 
the  treacherous  hull  that  carried  us,  depths  of  the  vessel.  We  thus  cut 
and  saw  and  heard  all  round  rush-  off  the  stoke-hole  from  the  next  for- 
ing,  surging,  roaring  like  fiends,  or  ward  compartment,  and  the  engine- 
wild  beasts  eager  for  their  prey,  room  from  its  neighbour,  and  by 
**  the  yesty  waves  "  that  this  means   considerably    narrowed 

,     ,  the  space  over    which  our    search 

i      « Confound  and  swallow  navigation  up  '\?  faad  £   ^^  .  f  Qr  ^there  wag  g(>on 

From  the  9th  to  the  13th  of  June  strong  reason  to  believe  that,  the 
we  sailed  along  still  in  a  state  of  *  rupture  must  be  somewhere  within 
apprehension  and  uncertainty.  We  a  certain  twelve-feet  length  measured 
had  not  found  the  leak,  but  still  along  the  bottom.  One  of  the  en- 
sought  for  it ;  and  we  devoted  all  gineers  wrought  all  day  in  the  water 
our  strength  to  the  discharge  of  the  seeking  it.  He  crawled  about  under 
water.  After  a  while  the  leak  gained  the  engines  and  boilers.  When  the 
on  us,  and  then  more  pumps  were  side  of  the  ship  on  which  he  hap- 
luanncd,  and  a  party  was  ordered  to  pened  to  be  was  the  lower  one,  the 
bale  out  by  hand  with  iron  buckets,  water  was  quite  over  his  head,  and, 
which  were  hoisted  up,  sixty  in  an  after  keeping  below  it  as  long  as 
hour,  to  the  sound  of  the  fiddle  and  nature  could  endure,  he  would  come 
fife.  But,  spite  of  these  efforts,  the  up  to  breathe  like  a  great  sea-fish. 
water  rose  higher  and  higher.  We  At  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
could  hear  it  splashing  from  side  to  the  14th,  after  five  days  of  dire  sus- 
side  as  the  ship  rolled.  It  sounded  pense  and  of  severe  exertion — dur- 
like  a  continual  threatening,  and  ing  which,  however,  we  had  been 
made  our  hearts  sicken.  running  rapidly  on  our  course — we 

On  Saturday  the  10th  there  was  ascertained  the  situation  of  the  leak, 
a  violent  gale,  with  a  heavy  sea  It  was  in  a  hidden  recess  under  the 
running,  the  ship  going  sometimes  coal-bunker,  where  it  could  be  seen 
jtwelve  knots.  On  Sunday  the  only  by  prostrating  one's  self  in  the 
weather  was  not  much  better :  but  foul  bilge-water,  putting  the  head 
we  had  divine  service  under  the  through  a  small  hole  and  then  peer- 
topgallant  forecastle.  The  litany  ing  up  into  a  narrow  space,  about 
and  the  hymn  for  sea  were,  how-  2  feet  high,  between  two  frames, 
ever,  all  that  we  could  get  through,  Thus  placed,  the  observer  could  see 
the  motion  was  so  distracting.  And  it  clearly  enough  about  7  feet  from 
the  next  day,  Monday  the  12th,  him,  and  the  water  welling  up 
this  motion  not  only  hindered  the  through  it  It  was  something  to 
operations  of  our  hands,  but  it  did  have  ascertained  thus  much ;  but 
worse :  it  prevented  the  pumps  from  there  was  no  dealing  with  the  evil, 
working  well,  with  what  conse-  or  even  approaching  it,  except  by 
quence  I  need  not  say.  On  this  cutting  a  hole  large  enough  to  ad- 
day,  too,  the*  rain  came  down  in  mit  the  hands  through  an%  iron 
quantities,  and  we  were  visited  by  frame.  To  do  this  exercised  our  pa- 
sea-birds,  which  flew  about  all  day.  tience  for  twenty-four  hours  more, 
On    the    18th    we   redoubled    our  at  the  end  of  which  time  we  could 
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put  our  hands  upon  the  orifice,  plate,  so  as  to  strengthen  it  and 
When  we  first  saw  the  place  from  a  plug  the  leak,  through  which  we 
distance,  the  jet  of  water  looked  so  could  now  see  the  water  issuing  as  if 
steady  and  round  that  we  flattered  from  a  fountain,  the  aperture  being 
ourselves  with  the  fancy  that  a  rivet  about  2  inches  by  H  inches.  But 
had  dropped  out — which  might  bo  the  objection  to  this  attachment  of 
replaced.  But,  alas !  it  was  no  lost  another  plate  was,  that  the  ship's 
rivet.  It  was  a  hole  of  something  plate  had  not  strength  enough  to 
about  this    shape    "nd   size,  fairly    hold  its  intended  support     It  was 

-   -  like  that  old  garment  spoken  of  in 

Scripture,  by  putting  into  which  a 
piece  of  new  cloth  the  rent  was 
made  worse.  There  was  no  hold 
for  screw  or  rivet ;  and  there  was 
.^reat  danger  that  in  attempting  to 
'make  a  connection  we  might  make 
fresh  leaks  in  the  frail  covering,  or, 
what  would  have  been  fatal,  force 
out  the  plate  altogether.  To  obviate 
this  risk  it  was  determined  to  fit 
the  supporting  plate  with    a   long 

rod  or  clamp  to  be  screwed  into  a 

Shape  of  the  leak }  twout  full  si*.  sounder  part  of  the  iron  work,  so 

worn  through  one  of  the  iron  plates ;    that    the    new    plate    might    pros* 

and  the  whole  plate  had  been  worn    gently   and  evenly  against  the  old 

so  thin,  that  throughout  its  surface    rotten   one,   without  perforating  or 

i  t  yielded  and  bent  under  the  pres-    disturbing  the  latter.     Now  it  should 

sure  of  the  hand  like  a  sheet  of  tin.    have  been  mentioned  that  the  rot- 

Tftus  our  fears  were  realised  as  to    ten  plate  was  about  6  feet  by  4  feet 

other  and  greater  dangers  threaten-    in   surface,   just    holding   together, 

ing  than  the  immediate  danger  with    and  just  holding  to  the  ship,  so  that 

which  we  were  grappling.  the  fitting  of  the  plug-plate  was  an 

The  first  order  given  consequent    operation   of    most    dangerous  cha- 

upon  the  detection  of  the  leak,  was    racter ;  and  yet,  like  many  another 

to  thrum  a  sail,  and  to  stuff  with    operation,  it  had  to  be  performed  as 

yarn  a  mattress  about  12  feet  square    the  only  alternative  against  immin* 

and  something  under  a  foot  thick,    ent  destruction.     This  thought  was 

the  intention  being,   of  course,    to    of  course  present  to  the  minds  of 

gird  these  on  under  the  ship's  bot-    all.     Some  of    us — half    perhaps — 

torn,  and  so  to  stanch  the  jet  that    might  have  made  another  effort  for 

was  invading  us.     The  thick  mat-    life  in  the  boats,  but  the  other  half 

tress  was  intended  to  fill  the  hollow    would    assuredly  have  found  that 

that  would  be  caused  between  the  sail    day  a  watery  grave    if    the    plate 

and  the  ship's  side  by  the  projec-    should    give.     And    yet  there  was 

tion    of    the    keel.      The   mattress    no  confusion,  not  even  a  departure 

was  not,  however,  applied,  for   be-    from  ordinary  routine  further  than 

fore  it  was  ready  another  expedient    the  necessity  of  our  work  demanded. 

was  thought  preferable.  It    has    been    shown    that    wo  as- 

That  device,  therefore,  stood  over    semblcd  for  divine  service  on  Sun- 

f or  the  present ;  and  it  was  next    day :  it  may  be  added  that  the  du- 

thought  that  a  plate  of  iron  covered    ties  and  meals  were  regularly  taken. 

with  gutta  percha  might  be  screwed        It  was  soon  evident  that  the  plate 

to  the  inner  surface  of  the  damaged    with  the  gutta-percha  had  effected 
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no  real  improvement;  the  water  no 
longer  came  in  in  a  straight  "jet, 
but  it  oozed  through  all  round  the 
plug.  Discouraging  news  this.  But 
our  resources  were  not  utterly  ex- 
hausted, for  we  had  a  diver's  dress 
on  board,  and  it  was  determined  to 
send  a'msn  down,  when  there  should 
be  opportunity,  with  an  outside 
plate  fitted  with  a  spindle,  which, 
being  passed  by  him  through  the 
bole  which  caused  the  leak,  could 
bo  screwed  tight  with  a  nut  to  .an- 
other plate  applied  inside.  It  was 
owing  to  a  circumstance  quite  out 
of  ordinary  course  that  we  bad  this 
diver's  apparatus  on  board.  Those 
to  whom  diving  is  a  mystery  may 
like  to  know  that  the  dress,  which 
is  made  to  cover  the  diver's  whole 
person  and  to  leave  a  space  within 
for  air,  is  quite  wind  and  water 
tight,  so  that  when  the  man  is  down 
he  can  breathe  with  tolerable  free- 
dom though  under  water,  being 
supplied  with  air  through  a  tube 
from  above.  If  any  should  desire  to 
fiee  what  he  looks  like,  here  is  his 
picture. 

On  the  1 5th  of  June  we  shaped 
our  course  for  the  island  of  St  Paul's, 
which  we  had  not  intended  to  sight, 
as  the  directions  do  not  recommend 
a  near  approach  during  the  winter 
months.  '  We  were  but  292  miles 
distant  from  it  Thus  we  had  got 
IS  13  miles  nearer  to  the  island 
since  the  leak  appeared.  In  the 
course  of  that  day  we  made  309 
miles  before  a  strong  wind.  Here 
might  have  been  done  if  we  could 
have  used  our  sails;  but  sailing 
caused  her  to  overrun  her  screw,  so 
that  we  should  have  lost  the  help 
of  the  bilge-pumps,  which  are  work- 
ed by  the  engine,  if  we  had  not  used 
steam, — and  that  we  could  not  have 
afforded. *  Besides  taking  from  her 
speed,  this  steaming  glower  than 
the  wind  exposed  us  to  the  risk  of 


being  pooped.     But  we  had  only  a 


choice  of  evils,  of  which  delay  was 
less  than  letting  the  pumps  be  idle. 
Now  that  we  were  within  100  miles 
of  land,  hope  began  to  revive  in  our 
hearts.  For  a  week  wo  had  been 
expecting  every  day  to  sink  ;  and  if 
we  should  yet  escape,  it  would  be 
by  the  narrowest  chance.  Every 
one  was  now  working  his  utmost  to 
keep  her  afloat,  officers,  boys,  and 
men  all  taking  their  spells  at  the 
pumps,  which-  clanged  on  inces- 
santly.    The  leak  was  increasing. 

On  the  night  of  the  16th,  sup- 
posing ourselves  to  bo  about  80 
miles  from  land,  we  lay-to  in  a  fu- 
rious gale ;  but  wonderful  to  tell, 
we  found  when  we  had  put  her 
bead  to  the  wind  that  the  leak  stop- 
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ped.       Something    that    had    been  miles  off!     God  be  praised  for  His 

thrown  overboard  was  supposed  to  mercy !     Another  push,  and  we  are 

have  been  *sucked  into  the  hole,  and  saved!      Four  boilers  at  full  speed 

thus  to  have  effected  a  relief  which  soon  sent  us  out  of  the  mountainous 

all  our   skill  failed  to  accomplish,  billows  on  which  we  had  been  tossed, 

The  water   came  in  again  when  we  into    comparatively    smooth    water, 

bore  up,   but  it  was   something  to  A    little    while    and    we    were    at 

get  a  few  hours'  respite.  anchor  in  14  fathoms.     Thus  ended 

Morning  broke  on   the    17th    so  our  danger   of    foundering    in    the 

hazy  that  we    could   hardly  see   a  Indian   Ocean.     But  we  had  other 

mile.     "VVe  supposed  the  island  to  perils  to  encounter;   and  but  that 

be    30   or    40    miles    off,    as    has  we  were  mercifully  dealt  with  by 

been    said.     All    at    once    the    fog  Providence,  and  well  cared  for  by  our 

lifted  up,   giving  us    a    long    view  Captain  and  officers,  we  could  not 

astern.      Imagine  our  feelings  when  have  been  alive    now  to    tell    our 

we    made    out    the    land    about   9  story. 
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As    soon    as    possible    after    we  away  and  separated  from  the  ship's 

dropped  anchor,  the  direr  was  sent  bottom.      From   one  of    them  was 

down.     He  descended  twelve  times  thus  detached  the  leaky  plate,  which 

before    ho   completed    his  observa-  was  therefore  quite  unsupported, 

tions.     When  at  length  he  reported,  Besides  all  this,  the  pumps  were 

it  was  to  the  effect  that  the  small  now  constantly  found  to  be  choked 

part  of  the  outside  of  the  ship  which  with  pieces  of  iron  from  an  inch  to 

he    nad    examined    was    generally  an    inch    and  a  half    long    and    a 

clean :  but  that  near  the  leak  there  quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  some  of 

were  several  rusty  spots,  all  so  like  them    having    cement    adhering   to 

each   other,  and  so  like  the    leak,  them,  proving  them  to  be  pieces  of 

that  he  could  decide  on  which  of  the  decayed  frames, 

them  was  now  admitting  the  water  It  must  be  added  that  we  had  now 

only  by  putting  his  hand  over  them  but  150  tons  of  coal  on  board, 

in  succession,  until  he  felt  the  sue-  Thus,  though   the  leak  was  said 

tion  at  the  real  opening.      Any  one  to  be  stopped,*  there  were  but  too 

of  these  places  might  suddenly  be-  many  reasons  to  fear  that  the  ship 

come  a  leak.     He  said,  further,  that  was  breaking  up.     In  this  crisis  it 

he  had  found  two  adjacent  plates,  was  for  the    Captain   to  determine 

the  corners  of  both  of  which  had  what  should  be  done,  and  Captain 

been  knocked  away  about  4"  by  1  ±'  Thrupp    decided    boldly  and  ably, 

at  the  joint ;   also  that  the  plates  After  giving  due  weight  to  all  the 

were  so  thin  that  he  could  easily  circumstances,  he  announced  to  his 

have  put  his  knife  through  u  only  assembled  officers  and  crew  that  he 

he  didn't   like  to  do  so.11    Further  did  not  consider  that  he  would  be 

forward,  near  the  stoke-hole,  he  saw  justified  in  attempting  to  continue 

a  great  quantity  of  rust,  and  was  of  the  voyage,  and  that  he  was  about 

opinion  that  in  that  place  too  she  to  land  the  crew  and  the  stores,  and 

was  not  far  from  leaking.  to  make  the  best  provision  in  his 

An    examination    inside    showed  power  for  keeping  them  alive  and 

some  of    the  frames  to    be    eaten  healthy  till  help  should  arrive.     All 

*  By  means  of  the  plate  with  the  spindle  before  described. 
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had  awaited  in  respectful  silence  the    was  given,  a  cheer  burst  from  all 
captain's   decision ;    but  when  that     hands,  showing  how  general  was  the. 
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conviction  that  going  to  sea  again 
would  be  suicidal,  and  how  general 
was  the  relief  that  was  felt  now  that 
a  landing  had  been  resolved  on. 

I  am  anticipating  a  little  in  what 
I  have  just  written,  for  the  Captain 
did  not  announce  [his  decision  until 
Sunday  the  18th,  and  before  that 
time  we  had  made  some  acquaint- 
ance with  the  caprices  of  the  wea- 
ther about  St  Paul's.  It  has  been 
said  that  we  dropped  our  anchor  in 
comparatively  smooth  water.  But 
the  smoothness  was  apt  to  be  dis- 
turbed from  time  to  time  by  terrible 
■quails,  which  nothing  could  resist 
Our  anchor  lay  in  black  sand,  where 
it  should  have  been,  and  where  in- 
deed it  was,  fast  enough.  Never- 
theless, it  was  soon  found  that  we 
were  drifting  out  to  sea.  .  We  used 
our  steam  to  stop  this  seaward  tno- 
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tion,  and  hove  the  anchor,  which 
came  up  with  surprising  readiness. 
It  had  parted  across  the  shank,  and 
both  nukes  were  still  fast  in  the 
sand.  By  the  help  of  the  steam  we 
were  soon  in  again,  and  we  tried 
our  luck  with  another  anchor,  but 
this  time  closer  to  the  shore.  Cap- 
tain Thrupp  was  called  every  two 
hours  in  trie  night  between  Satur- 
day and  Sunday.  The  night  was 
comparatively  cold,  the  thermometer 
marking  48°,  which  added  to  the 
distress  of  the  occasion.  At  day- 
light tt  was  clear  that  we  wero 
drifting  again ;  and  again  we  found 
that  we  had  lost  oar  anchor.  Wb 
steamed  in  a  third  time,  and  an- 
chored once  more.  Thus  we  had 
lost  two  anchors  before  it  was  deter- 
mined to  remain  at  St  Paul's. 
That  it  may  be  understood  with 
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what  calm  order  everything  was 
conducted,  notwithstanding  the 
continual  jeopardy  in  which  we 
were,  the  pumps  never  ceasing  their 
melancholy  clang,  and  notwith- 
standing the  repeated  sudden  alarms 
which  we  experienced  by  day  and 
night,  let  mo  note  that  on  Sunday 
morning  the  Captain  read  prayers 
as  usual.  The  General  Confession, 
the  Collect  for  Ash- Wednesday,  and 
the  Lord's  Prayer  were  fervently 
and  solemnly  joined  in  by  that 
whole  assembly,  who  were  awaiting, 
as  it  seemed  to  them,  a  verdict  of 
life  or  death,  ft  was  not  until  after 
this  interesting  service  that  the 
Captain  made  his  announcement 
He  accompanied  it  with  a  reminder 
.that  it  would  be  necessary  to  enforce 


strict  discipline,  and  that  insubor- 
dination of  any  kind  would  be 
severely  dealt  with ;  and  be  con- 
cluded with  the  expression  of  his 
hope  that  every  ono  would  work 
"with  a  will."  His  speech  having 
been  greeted  with  ringing  cheers, 
ho  gave  the  order  to  commence 
landing  stores  at  once. 

The  island  of  St.  Paul,  on  which 
we  were  about  to  lead  a  Crusoe  life 
for  so  long  as  it  might  please  God 
to  spare  us,  is  a  speck  in  the  Indian 
Ocean,  its  latitude  being  about  88° 
43'  S.,  and  its  longitude  about  77° 
38'  B.  It  is  two  miles  long  and  a 
mile  and  a  half  broad.  The  form 
of  it  will  be  understood  from  the 
accompanying  diagram.  The  whole 
island  may  be  described  as  the  rim 
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T,  Toon. 
of  a  large  basin,  believed  to  be  the 
crater  of  an  extinct  or  dormant  vol- 
cano, with  a  piece  broken  out  so  as 
to  form  the  bar.  The  sides  of  the 
crater  rise  to  the  height  of  880  feet 
in  places,  and  are  almost  precipitous. 
On  the  bar  are  12  feet  of  water  at 
the  top  of  springtides :  when  we 
arrived  there  were  A  feet  on  the  bar. 


.V,  Ninn-pin  Bark. 

J!,  Hill  tUation,  HO)  fuel. 

K  The  Ship. 

ir,    Water.  P/oU,  3  (mis. 

The  crater  is  25  to  SO  fathoms  deep. 
Two  Frenchmen  were  living  on 
the  island.  They  came  off  to  us, 
and,  through  a  Jersey  man  on  board, 
we  got  from  them  a  good  deal  of 
information  concerning  the  place  to 
which  we  had  been  so  providentially 
led.  They  could  not  speak  a  word 
of  English. 
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After  announcing  that  he  had  de-  for  the  Frenchmen  now  told  us  that 
cided  to  remain,  Captain  Thrupp  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  anchor 
landed,  selected  his  sites,  and  took  while  the  weather  might  continue 
order  for  encamping  or  hutting  his  so  stormy.  We  had  constructed  a 
people  and  stores.  On  board  the  huge  raft  for  transport  of  the  stores, 
discharge  of  provisions  from  the  ship  but  this  we  did  not  use,  as  we  found 
was  so  vigorously  proceeded  with,  four  boats  on  the  island,  which, 
that  by  dark  our  four  months'  stock  with  the  ship's  boats,  gave  plenty 
was  all  on  shore.  All  assisted  in  of  conveyance.  But  the  gale  in- 
this  most  important  duty — officers,  creased  to  such  a  degree  that  three 
cooks,  stewards,  were  to  be  seen  of  these  boats  were  nearly  lost  on 
bending  their  backs  to  hard  burdens,  the  rocks,  and  the  ship  got  close  to 
and  doctors  and  paymasters  pull-  the  shore,  and  was  barely  saved  by 
ing  away  at  the  ropes.  One  party  going  full  speed  astern.  So  we  had 
of  officers  landed  a  20-foot  spar,  and  to  hoist  up  the  boats  that  were  out- 
dragged  it  500  feet  (which  was  side  near  the  ship,  and  to  signal  to 
about  half-way)  up  an  almost  per-  those  inside  the  bar  to  stay  where 
pendicular  clifi;  intending  to  set  it  they  were.  Then  we  were  blown 
up  as  a  flag-staff,  which  it  afterwards  off  with  such  force  that,  with  all 
became.  A  good  many  soft  hands  the  power  of  our  engines,  we  could 
were  by  this  work  much  blistered  scarcely  keep  near  the  land.  Once 
before  night ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  we  were  carried  so  far  away  that 
exercise  and  occupation  did  every  those  working  on  shore,  forgetting 
one  good.  Before  dark  we  had,  by  that  we  had  no  provisions,  thought 
advice  of  the  Frenchmen,  shifted  our  we  had  deserted  them, 
berth  and  got  nearer  in  to  a  place  We  made  our  way  in  again,  but 
where  whalers  often  lie  for  two  or  it  had  now  become  evident  that, 
three  weeks  at  a  time ;  and  all  that  with  the  gale  increasing  as  it  wad, 
night  we  were  filling  coal-bags  ready  we  could  not  keep  afloat  all  night. 
to  land.  Of  course  our  primary  ob-  Either  we  must  strike  on  the  rocks, 
ject  in  getting  out  heavy  stores  was  or  we  must  founder ;  for,  alas !  our 
that  we  might  use  them  during  our  leak  was  open  again,  and  as  bad  as 
detention ;  but  there  was  another  ever.  And  now  again  our  unlucky 
secondary  object.  We  thought  that  Captain  was  called  upon  to  come  to 
if  the  ship  were  very  much  lightened  a  sudden  decision,  and  again  he 
she  might  float  over  the  bar  next  showed  himself  quite  equal  to  his 
spring- tide,  when,  as  the  Frenchmen  duty.  The  next  short  lull,  he  said, 
told  us,  there  would  be  twelve  feet  he  would  run  the  ship  on  shore.  So 
of  water  on  it.  But,  as  will  be  seen,  the  holds  and  lower  decks  were  clear 
the  fate  of  the  ship  was  decided  be-  ed  of  everything  that  could  possibly 
fore  the  springs,  although  they  oc-  be  got  up, .  as  it  was  expected  that 
curred  only  a  week  after  our  arrival :  they  would  be  full  of  water  after 
for  it  blew  very  hard  that  Sunday  she  should  take  the  ground.  The 
night,  and  at  daylight  on  the  19th  time  was  chosen  well.  One  of  the 
we  found  that  the  ship  was  adrift  Frenchmen  acted  as  pilot;  the 
and  going  rapidly  on  to  the  rocks.  Captain's  cockswain  took  the  helm  ; 
The  fluke  of  our  anchor  (this,  it  the  Captain  himself  gave  the  orders ; 
will  be  remembered,  was  our  third)  and,  steaming  full  speed,  with  the 
was  gone,  so  we  kept  under  steam,  wind  abeam,  she  was  driven  with  a 
recovering  our  ground  every  time  great  shock  and  noise  right  on  to  the 
we  drifted,  and  despatching  our  centre  of  the  bar,  where  she  was 
boats  with  coal  as  we  best  might,  stranded  perfectly  upright,  and  well 
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on  to  the  ground.     The  engines  were*  of  the  wreck  until  some  sort  of  cover 

stopped  just  as  she  took  the  ground,  could  be  extemporised  on  shore ;  and 

but  they  worked  again  full  speed  to  indeed  we  did  not  wholly  desert  the 

keep  her  up  until  the  water  rose  old  craft   until  the  29th  of  June, 

nside  her,   and  put  the  tires  out.  This  was  the  way  we  managed  to 

When  they  were  powerless,   we  lot  live  on  board  of  her.     The  Captain's 

go  our  last  anchor  to  prevent  her  cabin    was    under    the    poop,    and 

slipping  off   the    bank ;   and    there  therefore  dry  enough  as  long  as  the 

she  stuck,  never  to  plough  the  seas  stern    windows     were     unharmed, 

again.    The  Megaera  was  a  wreck.  Under  the  cabin  was  the  ward-room, 

As  the  ship's  bottom  grated  against  a  very  commodious  one,  lit  by  stern- 
the  ground  of  the  bar,  the  frame  lights  and  by  two  circular  ports. 
which  was  most  damaged,  and  which  Through  one  or  other  of  these  ports 
was  near  the  leak,  broke  in  half,  an  ingushing  wave  would  sometimes 
The  water  bubbled  through  the  fore  make  its  way,  when  it  was  necessary 
part  of  the  port-side  of  the  stoke-  to  catch  up  the  feet  pretty  high  if 
hole,  just  about  where  the  diver  had  one  would  avoid  getting  them  wet 
seen  a  large  rusty  place.  She  A  capacious  table  ran  athwart  ships, 
bumped  heavily  at  first  as  the  rollers  large  enough  to  entertain  the  gun- 
lifted  her,  but  after  the  fires  had  room  as  well  as  the  wardroom  mess, 
been  extinguished  she  lay  perfectly  so  this  was  the  general  saloon.  For-  . 
still.  A  shore  which  was  put  over  ward  there  was  the  topgallant  fore- 
to  keep  her  upright  snapped  im-  castle,  affording  a  good  shelter,  and 
mediately.  There  were  12  feet  of  the  main-deck  below  was  still  dry. 
water  in  her  forward,  15  feet  amid-  Below  that  again  was  the  troop-deck, 
ships,  and  17  feet  in  the  after-hold;  which,  as  has  been  said,  was  full  of 
indeed,  she  was  full  up  to  the  troop-  water. 

decks.  But  sad  as  this  plight  was,  Looking  from  a  boat  in  the  offing 
it  was  a  most  fortunate  issue  of  the  towards  the  bar  and  signal  station 
desperate  measure  which  our  Cap-  at  this  strangely  -  formed  island 
tain  had  been  compelled  to  take,  which  was  to  be  our  prison,  and 
Many  among  us  expected  the  very  might  bo  our  grave,  the  view  was 
worst  Some  thought  that  she  something  like  what  is  shown  in  the 
might  part  amidships  as  she  en-  sketch  on  the  following  page. 
countered  the  bank;  others  pre-  Now  that  the  old  ship  was  dis- 
dicted  that  the  waves  would  break  posed  of,  we  had  three  principal 
over  her  funnel  or  her  mast-heads  matters  to  attend  to,  and  we  set 
as  soon  as  she  should  be  fast ;  and,  about  them  all  without  loss  of  time, 
impressed  by  these  fears,  they  stood  The  first  was  to  unload  the  ship  as 
ready  to  take  the  water  and  swim  far  as  possible ;  the  second,  to  pre- 
f or  life.  Nothing  seems  so  bad  but  pare  the  hutment  on  shore ;  and 
that  an  anxious  imagination  can  the  third,  to  search  the  island  for 
make  it  worse,  as  everybody  soon  some  natural  water-supply ;  for 
began  to^perceive.  We  left  off  mak-  though  we  hoped  to  land  a  condens- 
ing, or  listening  to,  gloomy  specula-  ing  apparatus,  and  could  of  course 
t  ions,  and  went  to  dinner.  manage  to  catch   some    rain-water, 

We  soon  learned  from  the  French-  yet  a  spring  or  reservoir  would  be 

men  that  the  wind  rarely  blows  in  much  better,  and  the  charts  had  it 

from   the  sea  except  in   December,  that    there    was    no  water  on   the 

January,  and  February,  which  intel-  island. 

ligence  was  reassuring.     It  was  pos-        The  landing  of  the  coals,  clothing, 

sible  thus  to  make  use  of  the  shelter  cordage,    &c.,   was  proceeded    with 
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most  vigorously  on  the  20th.  officers  manned  the  four  shore-boats 
Everybody  helped  who  had  not  that  had  been  found,  and  hoisted 
some     other      special     duty.       The    out   and    landed    their 


The  men  had  to  be  trusted  with 
open  boxes,  containing  many  things 
which  might  sorely  have  tempted  • 
them  ;  but  nothing  was  missed — 
a  circumstance  which  reflects  the 
greatest  credit  on  the  crew.  The 
sails  were  all  saved,  and  most  of  the 
slope  and  bales.  Soma  {perishable 
articles  were  destroyed  by  wet,  but 
a  very  great  deal  came  out  quite 
serviceable.  To  get  at  the  coal, 
which  we  so  much  required,  it  was 
necessary  to  break  up  the  main- 
deck,  and  then  many  of  us,  to 
whom  that  occupation  fell,  de- 
scended into  the  bunkers,  amid 
the  water  black  with  coal,  where  we 
got  shockingly  begrimed  with  our 
work.  We  had  to  keep  our  dirt 
too,  for  not  a  drop  of  water  could 
then  be  allowed  except  to  drink. 
The  condensing  apparatus  was  all 
under  water,  and  could  not  be  got 
out ;  but  three  main-deck  tanks  were 
taken  on  shore,  and  onoof  them  was 
stayed  up  and  strengthened  suffi- 
ciently to  make  it  capable  of  doing 
the  work  of  a  boiler,  and  in  four 
days  our  engineers  had  a  condens- 
ing apparatus  complete.  We  also 
filled  as  many  casks  and  barricos  as 
we  could  with  fresh  water.  The 
magazine  was  under  water,  and  the 
ship's  ammunition  could  not  be  got 


at  at  all,  except  two  cases  containing 
forty-seven  rounds  of  powder  and 
two  thousand  rounds  of  ball-cartridge. 
When  we  had  cleared  away  all  that 
we  could  get  at,  there  still  remained 
many  casks  of  oil,  paint,  lime, 
Ac.,  low  down  in  the  water,  and 
for  the  extrication  of  these  the 
diver  went  to  work  with  some 
success.  All  this  took  time  to 
do,  and  was  not  achieved  with- 
out severe  exertion,  which,  how- 
ever, all  underwent,  officers  and 
men,  cheerfully  and  persistently, 
with  a  solitary  exception.  An  or- 
dinary seaman,  the  day  after  we 
beached  the  ship,  refused  to  work. 
Whereupon  the  Captain  turned  up 
the  hands,  had  the  offender  seized 
up  to  a  grating  On  board,  and 
ordered  him  four  dozen  lashes, 
which  brought  the  culprit  to  his 
senses,  and  deterred  any  other  skulk- 
ers, if  such  there  were,  from  object- 
ing to  take  their  share  of  the  toil. 
From  this  little  incident  it  will  be 
understood  that  of  the  valuables 
saved  a  cat-o' -nine- tails  was  one, 
and  that  our  chief  was  not  afraid  to 

While  some  were  employed  land- 
ing provisions  and  stores,  as  above 
stated,  others  were  preparing  accom- 
modation on  shore.    There  were  old 
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sheds  and  houses  standing  on  the  scribed,  the  rim  itself,  from  both 
island,  which  we,  of  course,  turned  extremities  of  the  fracture,  slopes 
to  account  Besides  these,  tents  downward  to  the  sea,  and  at  its 
were  our  readiest  resort ;  but  no  lowest  part  is  hid  under  water — this* 
time  was  lost  in  running  up  some  lowest  part  being  the  bar  on  which 
huts  of  dry  masonry  or  turf.  Some  the  Megsera  lay  stranded.  As  the 
of  these  were  lined  with  canvas  or  rim  rises  out  of  the  water  right  and 
wood,  and  some  roughly  plastered  left,  it  forms  two  horns,  one  rising 
and  lime-whited.  The  roofs  of  north,  the  other  south.  The  prow 
the  new  buildings  were  all  of  of  the  ship  pointed  nearly  west, 
canvas.  Our  settlement  grew  therefore  the  northern  horn,  or 
at  a  '  most  satisfactory  rate,  and  causeway  along  the  rock,  was  to  the 
was  not  at  all  ill  laid  out  Even  right  of  a  beholder  on  her  deck 
here  the  benefit  of  discipline  and  looking  forward.  This  horn,  which 
order  was  <elt  There  was  no  run-  we  called  the  Esplanade,  ran  up,  as 
ning  up  a  cabin  here  or  there,  as  you  looked  at  it  from  the  sea,  to  a 
the  taste  or  caprice  of  an  individual  towering  cliff  860  feet  high,  where 
might  dictate.  Everything  was  we  established  our  signal  station ; 
done  under  authority,  according  to  but  inside,  viewed  from  the  crater, 
a  previously-considered  plan,  which  it  sloped  away  behind  the  hill,  form- 
looked  to  future  contingencies  as  ing  a  terraced  shelter,  an  indented 
well  as  to  present  needs.  The  Gap-  strand,  upon  which  stood,  or  was  to 
tain  had  accepted  responsibility  for  stand,  our  town.  High  up  at  the 
beaching  the  ship  and  for  landing  signal  station  we  established  a  small 
her  people,  and  he  was  by  consc-  outpost  for  the  look-out  men ;  and 
qucnce  charged  with  the  mainten-  perpendicular  to  the  northern  horn 
ance  of  their  lives  and  health  as  far  we  ran  out  a  landing-pier  into  the 
as  was  possible.  That  he  never  for  crater.  The  marines  had  a  tent  to 
a  moment  lost  sight  of  such  respon-  themselves,  the  sailors  had  four  ; 
sibility,  was  abundantly  evident  there  was  one  for  the  hospital  or 
from  the  minuteness  with  which  all  sick  bay,  one  for  the  petty  officers, 
our  doings  were  officially  prescribed,  one  for  the  stokers.  The  stewards 
With  what  judgment  he  exercised  had  a  tent,  so  had  the  servants,  and 
his  authority  will  be  better  under-  there  was  one  for  the  men's  bags, 
stood  when  we  come  to  reckon  up  Last,  though  not  least,  there  was  a 
the  number  of  dead  he  left  behind,  cooking-tent  or  galley.  As  for  the 
the  casualties  that  occurred,  and  the  officers,  they  lived  together  in  two's 
general  results  of  his  administration,  and  three's  in  tents  or  huts,  or  in 
The  hutment,  then,  was  laid  out  dwellings  compounded  of  the  two. 
with  some  care,  and  streets  and  The  Captain  established  himself  in 
roads  were  formed,  as  well  as  houses,  an  old  shed  where  whale-oil  had 
The  sites  for  the  latter  were  carefully  been  boiled ;  and  to  give  an  idea 
cleared  and  levelled  a3  far  as  our  of  the  order  of  architecture  fash- 
mcans  permitted.  But  we  were,  all  ionable  in  St.  Paul's,  I  subjoin 
through  our  sojourn,  at  a  disadvan-  some  of  the  details  of  construction 
tage  from  the  paucity  of  picks  and  of  u  Government  House."  In  its 
shovels,  which,  notwithstanding  all  original  condition  as  a  whale-house 
that  the  blacksmiths  could  do  to  it  was  a  most  unsavoury  place.  It 
keep  our  small  stock  in  repair,  were  had  no  window,  so  the  first  stops  in 
always  insufficient  for  our  wants.  the  transformation  were  to  pull  down 
Where  the  piece  has  broken  out  one  of  its  side- walls  (a  dry  rubble 
of    the  crater's  rim    as  above    de-  wall,  remember),  and  then  to  pull 
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up  the  pavement  and  cleanse  the  wards  convinced  us,  that  we  were 
place  thoroughly  of  its  impurities  doing  literally  what  people  are  by  a 
and  abominations.  These  were  figure  so  often  said  to  do — slumber- 
pretty  well  disposed  of  at  last  Then  ing  on  a  volcano  ! 
they  laid  the  floor  anew  in  quick-  From  first  to  last  we  saved  more 
lime,  raked  the  salt  out  of  the  walls,  than  two-thirds  of  the  ship's  stores. 
purified  the  whole  edifice  with  car-  We  rescued  35  tons  of  coals.  We  got 
bolic  acid,  and  finally  rebuilt  the  out  furniture  and  utensils  sufficient 
wall  which  they  had  before  taken  to  save  us  from  very  great  privations 
down,  only  when  the  wall  rose  again,  in  those  respects.  By  the  24th  of 
instead  of  being  a  "  dead"  one,  it  June  all  had  landed  except  the  Cap- 
was  lively  With  two  superb  win-  tain,  twelve  other  officers,  and  forty 
dows.  When  the  inside  had  been  men  who  continued  to  live  on  board. 
hung  with  canvas  by  way  of  tapes-  The  men  took  their  bags  and  ham- 
try,  it  formed  an  imposing  hall,  mocks  ashore  with  them.  By  29th 
which  was  afterwards  made  to  gain  June  the  bilge-water  on  board  had 
in  comfort  if  it  lost  in  grandeur,  by  become  very  offensive ;  and  as  prc- 
being  divided  into  three  rooms  by  parations  on  shore  had  advanced 
bulk-heads— dining-room,  bed-room,  satisfactorily,  the  last  of  our  party 
and  kitchen.  The  floors  were  made  landed  on  that  day,  leaving  the  old 
of  stop's  hatches,  and  the  outside  ship  to  her  fate.  We  did  not  cease 
was  whitewashed  to  a  high  degree  to  extract  what  stores  we  could  from 
of  brightness.  Inside  was  the  cabin  the  wreck ;  but  we  had  for  ever 
furniture:  tables,  chairs,  book-  parted  from  her  as  our  habitation, 
shelves,  and  cot ;  mess -traps  had  How  long  could  she  bear  the  attacks 
been  landed  all  sound  ;  there  was  of  the  wind  and  the  seas  without 
a  toilet-table  and  a"  looking-glass  :  falling  to  pieces  ? 
the  settlement  in  its  early  infancy  Before  we  abandoned  the  ship,  a 
was  becoming  luxurious.  discovery  of  some  small  ponds  of 
I  do  not  know  that  the  encamp-  water,  holding  about  3  -tuns  each, 
ment  generally  needs  a  particular  on  the  heights  over  our  encamp- 
description  ;  yet  there  is  one  little  ment,  was  made.  It  was  ascertained, 
circumstance  which  it  is  right  to  moreover,  that  if  these  ponds  were 
mention,  because  it  goes  to  prove  drained,  as  they  often  were,  they 
that  architecture  in  the  island  of  St.  would  be  filled  again  by  a  night's 
Paul  is  governed  by  considerations  rain.  So  that  in  this  respect  also 
which  do  not  present  themselves  in  we  were  far  more  favoured  than 
most  places.  The  marines,  it  was  we  had  any  right  to  expect  The 
stated,  had  a  tent  to  themselves,  or  charts  said  the  island  was  without 
rather  a  tent  and  hut  combined,  water,  which  was  true  as  regarded 
After  a  little  while  it  was  found  wholesome  springs ;  but  as  long  as 
that  the  floor  smoked,  and  that  the  the  rainy  season  should  last,  the 
paring-stones  were  so  hot  that  none  catch  from  our  roofs,  and  the  con- 
could  touch  them.  It  was  the  opin-  tents  of  the  ponds,  would  yield  an 
ion  of  some  of  the  more  imaginative  ample  supply.  If  it  should  be  our 
marines  that  their  tabernacle  stood  fate  to  be  detained  there  till  the 
over  the  ancient  realm  of  Hades,  dry  season,  we  had  still  our  extem- 
frora  which  it  was  separated  by  a  porised  condensing  apparatus,  and 
thin  crust  It  seemed  as  if  an  ex-  all  that  we  might  store  during  the 
tension  of  their  motto,  "per  mare,  wet  season  to  fall  back  on.  We 
per  terrain,"  might  soon  be  proper,  did  not  anticipate  a  sojourn  on  the 
The  fact  was,  as  other  evidence  after-  island  until  the  water  should  fail, 
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and  so,  having  a  certain  stock  of  part  of  the  ship  containing  the  on- 
provisions,    clothing,     fresh     water  gines  and  boilers  broke  .up.      Above 
within  reach,  and  a  very  fair  shelter,  the  howling  of    the  wind  and  the 
we  parted  from  the  ship  in  good  roaring    of     the     surf      could     be 
heart,  being  now  interested  in  her  heard    the    rending    and    cracking 
only  so  far  that  we  desired  to  get  as  of  her  parting  timbers  and  plates, 
much  as  we  could  out  of  her,  and  The  foremast  with  the  fore-yard  fell 
were  curious  to  see  how  long,  in  her  next.     The  bows  then,  moving  in  a 
exposed  and  storm-beaten  position,  direct  line  for  the  entrance  of  the 
she  could  hold  together.     And  now,  crater,  tumbled    over,  blocking    up 
before  I  begin  to  speak  of  life  on  the  two-thirds   of    the  entrance.       The 
island,  I  will  complete  the  history  stern   of    the   ship  wfcs  afterwards 
of  the  old  Mcgoera.     On  the  night  driven  ashore  on  the  rocks  between 
between  the  Uth  and  10th  of  August,  the    encampment    and    the    open, 
her    starboard    quarter-gallery  was  Such  was  the  fury  of  the  elements, 
washed    away    by    heavy   rollers  ;  that  large  pieces  of  the  wreck,  and 
but  she  still  held  herself  upright  on  boulders  weighing  half  a  ton  each, 
the  bar  with  all  her  masts  standing,  were  driven  twenty  feet  above  high- 
On  the  23d   of  August,  when  wo  water    mark.      Our  esplanade  was 
had    five  weeks,  experience  of    the  destroyed,   many  of    the    low-lying 
island,  being  much  in  want  of  plank,  Heats  and  houses  were  flooded,  two 
we  went  off  and  sawed  the  mizzen-  shore-boats  were    washed    off    the 
mast  off  flush  with   the  poop.     It  strand  where  they  had  been  hauled 
came  down  with  such  a  crash  that  up,  and  our  new  pier  was  lifted  and 
it  broke  in  half ;  but  still  the  ship  displaced.    This  all  happened  within 
held  her  ground,  her  familiar  form  an   hour ;  but  the  hurly-burly  con- 
being  a  link  between  us  and  the  tinued  and  waxed  stronger  and  more 
world    from  which  we  were    sepa-  fearful  till  9  o'clock,  when  as  if  to 
rated — a  souvenir  of  our  notable  pre-  bring  the  horrid  turmoil  and  din  to 
servation  from  the  perils  of  the  deep,  a  climax,   a   huge  cliff  fell  at  the 
Half    an    hour    after    midnight,  entrance  to  the  crater,  2000  tons  of 
on  the  morning  of  the  3d  Septem-  it  at  the  first  crash  and  then  700 
ber,.  under    the    influence    of    the  tons  more.     And  thus  perished,  not 
sea  and    the  wind,   both  of  which  an  easy  victim  even  to  nature's  fury, 
raged  violently  and  with  increasing  her  Majesty's  iron  screw-ship  Megaera 
strength,  all   our  boats  moored  in-  seventy-six  days  after  she  had  been 
side   the  crater  were  blown  adrift  stranded.     Before  we  lost  her  pro- 
While  we  were    securing    them,  a  sence  we  knew  that  our  deliverance 
loud  report  was  heard  in  the  direc-  was  at  hand ;  so  that,  as  we  wit- 
tion  of  the  ship,  and  when  the  surf  nessed    her  terrible  dissolution,  we 
and  rollers  cleared  away  for  a  minute  were  spared,  thank  God,  the  appre- 
or  two,   it  appeared    that    the   old  hension  that  in  a  little  while  our 
Megaera  had  parted  amidships.  Soon  remains  too  might  strew  that  deso- 
af ter  the  mainmast  fell ;    and  the  late  shore. 


CHAPTER   III. — LIFE    IN    ST.    PAULAS. 

As  I  have  more  than  once  men-  tants  when  we  arrived,  it  will    be 

tioned  the    two    Frenchmen  whom  proper  to  say  a  word  about  them, 

we  found  living  on  the  island,  and  as  a  first  essay  at  depicting  lifo  in 

as  they  two  constituted  the  inhabi-  St   Paul's.      These  men  wero  em- 
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ployed    at    a    remuneration    of    40  governor  described   his   subject    as 
francs  a  month  (7s.  6d.  English  a-  a  very  bad  man :  the  subject  spoke 
week)  for  living  in  this  lively  place,  of    the    governor    as    a  very   good 
and    looking    after  the    four  boats  man.    There  was  a  tradition  of  a  third 
and  the  few  sheds  which   I    have  person,  a  black  man,   having  been 
mentioned  as  having    been    found,  on  the  island  not  so  very  long  ago ; 
and  also  some  few  stores  which  we  but  both  the  good  and  the  bad  man 
found  afterwards.     They  looked  out  gave   very    unsatisfactory  accounts 
for   whale-ships  arriving,    and    got  of  what  became  of  him.   Jack  rather 
casks  of  fresh  water  filled  during  the  jumped  at  the  conclusion   that  the 
rainy  season  so  as  to  be  ready  for  governor  and  governed  had    killed 
them.     These  men  had  in  charge  a  and  eaten  him ;  and  this  idea  seemed 
register,  in  which  each  captain  made  the  more  plausible  when  there  was 
notes  concerning  the  island.     They  found  to  be  one  house,  the  door  of 
had  also  a  decent  library  of  French  which  the  Frenchmen  would  never 
books ;    but  this  appeared  to  be  a  let  us  keep  open,  as  if  the  nigger 
relic  of  an  older  time  when  there  had    been    immolated     thereabout. 
had  been  as  many  as  fifteen  men  Whether  the  two  inhabitants  felt  any  * 
resident,  who,  with   occasional  help  terror  of  blood-guiltiness,  or  whether, 
from  crews   of    whalers,  built    the  when  they  found  some  melodram- 
sheds    and    huts,   which    are    used  atic  imaginings  rising  in  Jack's  mind, 
for   boiling    oil    and    salting    fish  they  fostered  the  fancies  according 
when    the    vessels    remain     some  to  the  instincts  of  their  race,  I  can- 
little  time  off  the  island,  as  they  not    determine.      The    nigger    may 
sometimes  do.     There  were,  besides,  have  gone  away  in  a  whaler,  or  he 
other  evidences  that  a  little  labour  may  have  gone  quietly  to  earth,  or 
had  at  some  time  or  other  been  be-  he  may  have  gone  down  the  French 
stowed  on  the  place,  for  we  found  gullets.     It  is  a  very  nice  point  in 
terraced  gardens  round  the  crater-  the  early  history  of  St  Paul's,  and 
sea  facing  the  north,*  to  catch  the  possibly  the  future  scholars  of  that 
warm  sun.     The  gardens,  however,  island  may  rend  each  other's  gowns, 
had   of   late  been   sadly  neglected,  or  fly  at  each  other's  throats,  in  their 
The  only  trees  in  the  place  were  the  burning  desire  to  put    the   matter 
cabbages  which  had   shot   up  into  rightly  before  a  distant   posterity. 
shrubs.  But  let  us  leave  the  early  settlers 
Our  two  Frenchmen  lived    in  a  and  the  mythic  period  for  a  while, 
small  wooden  cabin,  not  liking  the  and  record  contemporary  facts, 
larger  huts  on  account  of  the  rats.  As  soon  as  the  first  batch  of  us 
They  had  come  from  the  island  of  were    housed    on    shore,     Captain 
Reunion  or  Bourbon.     One  of  them,  Thrupp    issued    a    code  of    orders 
styled  "the  governor,"  was  thirty  suited    to    our    new  circumstances, 
years  of  age,  and  lame.     The  other,  and,   as    draft    after  draft    landed, 
the  subject,  was  twenty-five  years  the  last  comers  fell  readily  into  the 
old.     The  governor  had  been  on  St.  routine  of   camp  life.      Instead  of 
Paul's  off  and  on  for  eight  years,  watches  we  had  guards.     Sanitary 
going    away  occasionally  for  what  inspectors  were  appointed,   and  an 
sailors    call    a     "  burst     up,"     or  executive  staff  to  carry  out  their  de- 
44  spree."     The  other  was  a  strong  crees.     Exploring  bands  were  told 
active  young  man,  a  splendid  climber,  off.      A  signal   station  was    estahe 
He  was  of  much  use  to  us.    The  lished    on    the    heights,    860   feet 

*  The  reader  win  remember  that  we  were  in  the  southern  hemisphere. 
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above  the  camp,  and  thither  was  at  though  rather  a  limited  supply  of 

last  carried  or  hauled  up,  with  much  hooks,    for    foraging    in    the    deep 

exertion  of    force  and  of    nautical  waters.     One  kind  of  large  fish  we 

skill,  the  spar  which,  on  the  18th  called  salmon,  although  its  flesh  is 

June  (the  day  on  which  th    Captain  white  and  it  eats  more  like  mullet, 

had  decided  to  remain),  a  party  of  There  are  red  fish  too,  and  a  large 

officers  had,  in  their  first  outburst  sort  of  sardines,  with  golden  bellies 

of  zeal,  raised  to  500  feet  high,  and  and  greenish-grey  backs.    We  named 

there  left  it  on  a  ledge  of  the  prcci-  another  kind  snappers,  besides  which 

pice.      AVhen   this  spar  became    a  we  had  cray-fish,  five  fingers,  snooks, 

flagstaff,  as  it  soon  did,  it  displayed  and  cabots.    Learned  books  say  that 

the   British    ensign    upside    down,  the  sardines  of  the  Indian  Ocean  are 

For  night-signals  we  had  a  beacon  a  deadly   poison;    if   so,   we  must 

ready  to  kindle,   blue -lights,     and  have  been  poison-proof,  for  we  ate 

rockets,  and  there  was  always  a  gun  plenty  of  them  and  were  none  the 

ready  loaded.  worse  for  it    We  have  caught  as 

We  had  landed  a  very  fair  stock  much  as  700  lb.  of  fish  in  one  day, 
of  provisions :  the  question  was,  how  and  120  to  180  lb.  were  not  un- 
long  it  might  be  necessary  to  make  common.  Of  the  fish  we  called 
these  provisions  last  There  were  salmon,  specimens  were  taken  weigh- 
13,000  lb.  of  biscuit,  about  six  ing  over  00  lb.  The  cabot  (a 
weeks'  full  allowance  of  flour,  salt  name  which  we  got  from  the 
meat,  preserved  meats,  tea,  rum,  Frenchmen)  is  an*  ugly  fish,  with 
chocolate,  and  a  very  little  sugar,  his  lower  jaw  projecting  beyond  the 
Now  five  or  six  ships  generally  pass  upper  ;  but,  if  not  beautiful,  he  has 
the  island  every  month,  and  we  cal-  the  intrinsic  merit  of  being  very  good 
culated  that  in  three  months  after  for  the  table.  This  was  the  largest 
wo  should  have  sent  notice  of  our  fish ;  one  weighed  81  lb.  after  it  was 
misfortune  to  Australia,  wo  might  cleaned.  So  great  draughts  of  fishes 
hope  for  relief.  The  problem  there-  were,  of  course,  not  taken  without  con- 
fore  was  to  make  our  provender  last  siderablc  expenditure  of  gear,  and  we 
four  months.  Officers  and  men  were  began  to  be  embarrassed  by  the  fail- 
put  on  i  allowance  of  bread,  f  al-  ure  of  our  hooks.  The  smiths  ex- 
lowance  of  salt  meat,  \  allowance  of  erted  their  skill  to  remedy  this  de- 
sugar,  i  allowance  of  tea.  But  this  feet ;  but  the  business  was  not  exactly 
was  not  all  that  we  depended  on,  in  their  lino,  and  they  could  hardly 
for  it  was  soon  discovered  that  a  work  fast  enough  for  the  constant 
large  quantity  of  fish  could  be  caught  demand.  On  the  1st  August  a  cask 
on  most  days.  It  also  became  known  containing  near  3000  hooks  was  dis- 
that  there  were  flocks  of  wild  goats  covered  in  the  cargo.  Three  thou- 
on  the  island,  and  these  we  made  sand  pounds  of  gold  would  have 
occasionally  help  out  our  messes,  been  valueless  in  comparison ;  these 
The  work  was  hard  and  the  diet  iron  implements  which  could  help 
was  not  high,  but  yet  we  had  a  us  to  get  meat  for  the  pet,  these 
chance  of  getting  on  fairly,  if  only  were  the  treasures  for  us,  and  we 
passing  ships  did  not  disappoint  rejoiced  extravagantly  over  the  wol- 
calculation.  come  steel 

Sea-fishing  not  only  afforded  us  There  were  on  the  island  flocks 
frequent  sport  but  provided  many  a  of  wild  goats,  altogether  perhaps 
meal.  Rocket-sticks,  or  spli  plank,  100  in  number.  Of  these  we  de- 
made  us  rods  for  angling  in  the  shal-  stroyod  a  few.  The  addition  so 
lows;  and  we  had  plenty  of  lines,  made  to  our  means  of  sustenance 
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was  scarcely  of  importance,  but  the  boat,  taken  to  deep  water,  and  cast 

chasing  and  shooting  at  the  animals  into  the  sea.     Planks  were  furnished 

gave  us  occupation  and  sport,  and  so  to  spread  the  hammocks  on  at  night, 

had  its  value.  and  the  tents  were  supplied  with 

Our  exploring  parties  did  not  find  dry  leaves  and  fresh  grass  three 
the  island  very  rich  in  vegetable  pro-  times  a-week.  Wo  got  some  quoits 
ductions.  Something  like  spinach  made,  and  we  tried  golf  on  the  table- 
was  found,  of  which  the  Frenchmen  land  at  the  top  of  the  crater's  rim, 
taught  us  to  make  a  salad.  We  tried  but  without  much  effect  So  well 
some  roots  and  some  foxglove-leaves,  were  we  cared  for,  or  so  fortunate 
and  even  took  to  cooking  grass.  But  were  we,  that  there  were  never  more 
it  was  soon  evident  that  we  should  than  five  at  a  time  in  the  sick-bay, 
benefit  but  little  in  the  way  of  sus-  and  these  were  often  laid  up  by  ac- 
tenance  by  anything  we  might  find  cidental  hurts  rather  than  disease, 
growing.  There  were  ferns  and  We  had  one  bad  oase  of  rheumatism, 
tree-mosses,  and  some  few  interest-  a  man  having  been  wet  through  one 
ing  plants,  but  these  unfortunately  stormy  night  when  his  tent-cover 
were  not  good  to  eat  could  not  keep  out  the  water ;  and 

As  may  have  been  guessed,  the  we  had  an  accident  which  might 
men's  clothing  deteriorated  rapidly  have  proved  ,  fatal.  About  nine 
from  the  hard  work  and  constant  o'clock  one  night,  towards  the  end  of 
exposure.  Canvas  leggings  were  July,  we  were  startled  by  seeing 
ordered  to  be  made  for  all  hands  very  lights  on  the  signal-hill,  which  we 
soon  after  our  landing ;  and,  one  hailed  to  know  what  was  the  matter. 
pair  after  another,  all  the  legs  on  St.  The  answer  which  came  down 
Paul's  were  at  length  clad  in  these  through  the  fog,  *'  We  have  lost  a 
very  comfortable  and  useful  en-  marine,  and  think  that  he  has  fallen 
velopes.  After  we  had  been  two  over  the  cliff."  Immediately  we 
months  ashore,  new  shoes  were  lighted  what  lanterns  we  could  lay 
issued  to  the  whole  crew.  ,  We  had  our  hands  on,  and  volunteers  started 
some  new  sails  with  us  which  had  in  search,  two  to  each  lantern,  taking 
been  put  on  board  for  the  Clio,  with  them  Bryant  and  May's 
Blanche,  and  Rosario.  These  were  matches.  The  doctor  and  lieu- 
held  sacred  for  a  time,  and  we  covered  tenants  went  up,  but  the  Captain 
our  tents  and  huts  with  what  had  remained  below  to  give  orders  in 
belonged  to  the  wreck.  But  the  case  the  man  should  be  found.  At 
Megaera's  canvas  was  so  old  and  thin,  two  o'clock  they  all  returned  unsuc- 
that  stern  necessity  compelled  us  at  cessful.  An  hour  before  day — that 
last  to  appropriate  the  "  suits"  of  the  is  to  say,  about  five  o'clock — the 
other  ships,  which  were  thus  allowed  parties  started  again ;  and  by-and-by 
to  wear  out  and  get  rotten.  came   shouts,  "He  is  found,  quite 

There  was  plenty  for  all  hands  to  dead."  Whereupon  the  first  lieu- 
do  during  the  whole  of  our  stay,  tenant  shouted  back,  "  Send  his  body 
We  assembled  in  the  morning  and  down"  lie  had  been  found  on 
had  prayers.  Then  there  was  build-  the  narrowest  possible  ledge,  on 
ing,  road-making,  fishing,  shooting,  which  he  had  been  stopped  in  his 
exploring,  and  looking  out  for  ships,  fall  by  the  merest  accident  There 
to  occupy  the  time.  Once  a-day  the  were  300  feet  of  cliff  above  him,  and 
tents  were  all  inspected  by  a  medical  600  feet  below,  all  perpendicular. 
officer.  Sanitary  parties  came  round  The  accident  was  a  more  shocking 
and  collected  refuse,  fish-bones,  &c,  one  than  we  bad  imagined,  and  the 
which  were  afterwards  put   into  a  truth  surpassed  the  report,  except  in 
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one  particular — the  man  was  not  had  plenty  of  water  for  our  needs, 
dead  though  he  had  had  this  terrible  after  using  what  we  got  from  the 
fall,  and  lain  out  all  night.  He  was  ship.  But  we  were  obliged,  of  course, 
brought  down  in  a  cot  It  was  soon  to  keep  the  prospect  of  this  dry  sea- 
ascertained  that  he  had  no  bone  son  always  before  us ;  and  our  only 
broken,  though  he  was  terribly  resource  when  it  should  arrive  would 
bruised  and  scratched.  For  two  days  be  the  condenser,  and  what  we  could 
it  seemed  as  if  he  would  scarcely  re-  contrive  to  store  while  the  rain  might 
cover,  but  he  rallied  at  last  and  got  last*  Now  the  condensing  appara- 
well.  There  were  a  few  other  bad  tus  could  make  about  360  gallons  of 
falls.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  dis-  fresh  water  a-day  with,  coal,  and 
tress  from  chilblains.  And  there  about  half  that  quantity  with  turf 
were  some  not  very  bad  cases  of  and  a  little  wood.  Thus,  as  the  coal 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  No  doubt  made  it  far  more  productive  than 
there  would  have  been  more  sickness  other  fuel,  it  was  necessary  to  hus- 
had  not  the  utmost  care  been  taken  band  all  the  coal  that  we  had  been 
to  make  men  change  their  clothes  able  to  save,  so  as  to  be  prepared 
after  getting  wet  against  the  worst      So  the  cooks 

Our  first  discovery  in  the  way  of  were  not  allowed  coal  at  all,  but  had 
native  water  was  a  hot  sulphurised  to  burn  dry  grass,  or  to  collect  pieces 
spring  from  which  it  was  not  con-  of  wreck.  Baking,  therefore,  was 
sidered  wholesome  to  drink.  There  out  of  the  question, 
was,  however,  near  to  it,  a  bed  of  At  first,  before  we  knew  the  ex- 
clay  that  lathered  like  soap,  and  tent  of  our  resources,  fresh  water  was 
that  was  very  useful.  We  soon,  allowed  for  drinking  and  cooking 
however,  found  the  pools  of  rain-  only ;  and  for  a  week  we  remained 
water  before  mentioned  over  the  in  a  deplorable  state  of  dirt.  Extra- 
highest  part  of  the  island.  They  ordinary  devices  were  resorted  to,  by 
are  about  400  yards  from  the  sum-  those  who  still  cared  for  appearance, 
mit,  on  the  side  farthest  from  the  to  hide  dirty  shirts ;  and  as  for  our 
camp.  Our  first  supplies  from  these  skins,  it  is  better  not  to  talk  about 
sources  were  obtained  by  sending  them.  But  when  we  began  to  have  a 
up  parties  with  barricos,  which,  store  of  casks  and  found  that  our 
when  filled,  they  brought  all  the  ponds  were  replenished  almost  as  fast 
way  by  hand ;  but  we  soon  improved  as  we  emptied  them,  things  wore  not 
on "  this  method,  and  established  pushed  quite  so  close.  The  luxury 
hose  or  tubing  between  the  summit  of  a  first  tub  after  that  long  priva- 
and  the  camp.  It  was  then  neces-  tion  is  not  a  thing  to  describe ;  only 
sary  only  to  carry  the  water  in  they  who  experienced  it  can  under- 
barricos  from  the  ponds  to  the  sum-  stand  it  And  another  consequence 
mit,  and  from  the  summit  it  came  of  the  improved  water  supply  was, 
down  through  our  aqueduct  So  a  that  one  of  the  cooks  made  an  kt- 
party  remained  on  the  heights  dur-  tempt  at  brewing, and  his  beer  attract- 
ing the  operation,  which  had  now  ed  considerable  custom.  It  should 
become  a  simple  one.  The  pools  be  added  that  we  found  a  number  of 
held  about  three  tuns;  but  they  hot  springs  between  high  and  low 
tilled  again  after  every  rain,  so  that  water  marks ;  and  by  digging  a  little 
until  a  dry  season  should  occur  we    above  the  high-water  line  we  found 


*  Before  we  left  we  had  cut  other  ponds  large  enough  to  hold  ten  tuns,  and  we 
had  stored  a  great  deal  in  casks. 
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a  fine  one  whose  temperature  was  Our  cutter  went  away  in  tow  of  a 

175°  Fahrenheit,  the  stones  near  it  Dutch  barque,  having  gone  out  to 

being  quite  hot     This  we  fenced  in,  her,  and  being  unable   to   return  ; 

so  that  we  had  always  plenty  of  hot  and  the  lifeboat,  which  went  out  to 

water  for  washing  ready  to  our  hands,  rescue  the  cutter's  crew,  stove  in  her 

and  no  precious  coal  expended  in  port  gunwale,  and  got  back  with  the 

heating  it  utmost  difficulty.      She   could   not 

Spite  of  our  signals  and  endeav-  have  floated  ten  minutes  longer. 
ours,  we  did  not  *s  I  shall  show,  Some  of    us   took  to  gardening, 
communicate  with  any   ship  for  a  and  tried  to  grow  vegetables  from 
month    after    our  arrival.      It   was  seed  which  we  had  among  the  ship's 
£terefore  thought  necessary  further  provisions.     There  were  daring  at- 
to  reduce   the  allowance  of   food;  tempts  at  raising  onions  and  pota- 
and  from  9th  July  to  18th  August  toes,  and  the  celery-seed  which  we 
we  had  but  four  ounces  of  bread  and  brought  for  our  pea-soup  went  into 
half  a  pound  of  salt  meat;  but  on  the  ground  for  the  chance  of  our 
the  latter  date,  as  our  prospects  had  having  a   crop   of    celery.      Mush- 
begun  to  improve,  we  returned  to  rooms,  or  something  very  like  them, 
the  original  rate.     On  and  after  27th  we  found  on  the  island,  and  ven- 
August  we  were  on  full  allowance,  tured  to  eat.     They  did  not  agree 
being  assured  of   relief.     The  rice  with  everybody. 
which  we  found  on  the  island  was  During  our  stay  the  island  was 
left  there  for  the  use  of  the  French*  visited    by    penguins,    which   come 
men,  being  their  only  provision  of  every  year  about  that  season  to  lay 
food.     After  our  arrival  the  Gover-  their  eggs  on   the    tufts   of   grass 
nor  and  his  subject  were  rationed  among  the  rocks.     They  are  beauti- 
by  us  the  same  as  our  own  people,  ful  birds,  with  white  breasts,  grey 
which  was  not  a  restricted  diet  for  backs,  pink  eyes,  and  long  golden 
them,  whatever  we  may  have  thought  feathers  on  their  heads.     It  was  at 
of  it.  first  thought   that   they  might   be 
After  die  ship  broke  up,  we  got  good  for  food,  and  somebody  stated 
some  of  the  cases  of  powder  which  that,  if  buried  in  the  earth  for  forty- 
were  washed  on  shore,  and  which  eight  hour*  after  they  were  killed, 
ought  to  have  been  found  wind  and  they  make  a  tolerable  dish.     I  be- 
water  tight,  and  with  dry  powder  lieve  some  tried  them  according  to 
inside.     It  was  all,  however,  very  the  recipe ;  but,  hungry  as^re  were, 
wet ;  but  bad  as  it  was  we  collected  nobody  wanted  to  try  them  a  second 
it,  and  made  two  small  magazines  time.     Had  they  been  eatable,  we 
in  the  rocks  for  its  reception,  ex-  should  no  doubt  have  treated  them. 
pecting  that  we  should  require  it,  if  with  small  ceremony ;  but  as  there 
for  no  other  purpose,  for  removing  was  no  reasonable  object  to  be  gained 
the  part  of  the  wreck  which  lay  on  by  kilting   them,   they  were   taken 
the  bar.     The  necessity  for  a  blast  under  official  protection,  and  their 
did  not,  however,  arise.  destruction  forbidden.     It  was  pro- 
It  will  scarcely  be  supposed,  when  per  to  make  a  decree  on  their  behalf, 
times  were  so  bad  for  the  ship,  that  because  they  are  of  a  sociable  and 
the  boats  had  at  all  a  pleasant  season  confiding  nature,   and   might    have 
of  it      They  were  swamped  more  suffered  much  from  thoughtless  at- 
than  once,  and,  but  for  very  careful  tacks  if  left  to  the  mercy  of   the 
handling,  must  have  been  capsized  men.     As  they  came  waddling  and 
in  one  or  other  of  the  many  squalls  sometimes     tumbling     along,     like 
and  gales  that  we  had  to  put  out  in.  people  jumping  in  sacks,  they  would 
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quietly  pull  up  to  stare  at  us,  and  bled  quietly  and    slowly  on    their 

let  us  stroke  them  on   the    back,  upward  way.     The  Frenchmen  said 

calling  up  Cowper's  linos—  that  they  lay  their  eggs  on  the  grass 

by  the  1st  September,  and  that  the 

u  They  are  so  unacquainted  with  man,  •  j  ^^              _    oryi  to  eft<. 

Their  tameness  ie  Knocking  to  me."  ^"J  *&&  are  T0Jy  g00*1  «>  ««•       . 

From    our    first    arrival,    divine 

They  are  to  be  seen  by  hundreds  service  on  Sundays  was  regularly 

at  a  time,  and  their  queer  doings  and    solemnly    performed.      While 

well  repay  the  trouble  of  watching  any  of  us  remained  on  board  the 

them.     When  they  are  landing  in  wreck,   there  was  service  both   on 

the  surf,  they  look  out  for  a  big  wave  board  and  on  shore  when  the  sea 

and  dive  into  it     It  carries  them  was  too  rough  to  allow  the  whole  ttff 

along  until  they  reach  a  rock,  when  assemble  in  one  place.     The  thanks- 

they  come  to  anchor  for  a  while,  givings  and  hymns  of  praise  were 

and  turn  and  look  round  for  another  repeatedly  read  and  devoutly  joined 

big  strong  wave,  again  diving  into  in,  and  for  a  lesson  after  our  land- 

which  they  are  washed  along  another  ing  the  men  listened  to  the  account 

stage,  and  so  at  last  on  to  the  rocks  of  St  Paul's  shipwreck  with  great 

onshore,  where  they  collect  in  groups,  attention*     St  Paul's  ship,  Hke  our 

and  hold  council  as  to  the  method  own,  had  been  run  on  shore,  and 

of   climbing  the  hill.     The  sailors  great  as  had  been  the  perils  with 

got  to  be  on  such  good  terms  with  which  those  ancient  voyagers  were 

them,  that  they  showed  them  the  best  encompassed,  not  one  of  them  per- 

way, — that  is,   our  new  road — up  ished.      We  ourselves   found    that 

the  mountain.     One  day  six  of  these  God  had  not  forgotten  to  be  gracious, 

birds  landed  and  marched  up  the  and  the  incidents  of  the  lesson  filled 

middle  of  our  camp,  followed  by  at  us — filled  all    of  us,   I    hope — not 

least  fifty  men,  whoso  propinquity  only  with  gratitude  for  past  mercies, 

did  not   discompose    them    in    the  but  with  a  lively  trust  for  the  future. 

least,   nor  seem  to  be  noticed   by  I  cannot  but  believe  that  every  man 

them.     They  made  straight  for  the  who  at  our  simple  open-air  service 

Captain's  house,  which,  having  been  stood  uncovered  before  his  Maker, 

formerly  an  oil-shed,  thty  had  pro-  was   impressed    by   the    conviction 

bably  made  a  house  of  call  on  former  that  he  had  been  a  special  object  of 

visits.     On  this  occasion,  however,  divine  favour.      I  think,  too,  that 

they  found  their  way  barred  by  a  the  impression  will  be  lasting. 

sentry,  whereupon  they  held  a  coun-  I  cannot  close  this  account  of  our 

c'l   outside  with  the  utmost  sang-  life  on  the  island  without  mention- 

froia\  looking  coolly  round  at  the  ing    that,  from    the    first,  we    all, 

spectators,  and  only  interrupting  the  officers  and  men,  did  what  we  could 

proceedings  to  peck  at  any  man  who  to  keep  our  spirits  up,  and  to  make 

intent  go  too  near  them.     It  seemed  the  time  pass  as  pleasantly  as  oir- 

to  nave  been  resolved  at  this  coun-  cumstances  would  permit     Besides 

oil  to  effect  by  stratagem  what  could  their  daily  avocations,  which  have 

not  be  done  directly,  and  accordingly  been  mentioned,  the  officers  played 

some  of  them  attempted  to  attract  the  whist  and  backgammon ;   the  men 

attention  of  the  sentry  to  one  side,  had  quoits,  and  Jack's  great  inspirer, 

while  others  stood  ready  to  slip  in.  a  fiddler.     On  the  evening  of  the 

But  as  the  ruse  was  penetrated  and  day  after   the    ship  was    beached, 

baffled  by  the  acute  sentinel,  they  when  every  one  had  been  working 

bore  the   disappointment  with  the  hard,  and  it  was  impossible  to  read, 

calmness  of  philosophers,  and  turn-  and  not  good  to  think  too  much,  the 
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Captain  had  a  whist-party — a  most  I  have  been  starving  almost,  but  not 

sensible    arrangement ;  .and    after-  now,    gentlemen — not   now,    thank 

wards  we  generally  managed  to  pass  God."   . 

the  time  agreeably  with  some  «kind  There  are  plenty   of   scenes   and 
of  game,  or  in  a  smoking-party,  the  jests  which  all   of   us    will    think 
Captain  always  joining  some  of  the  about,    and    probably    talk    about, 
officers  after  the  day's  work    was  .around  mess-tables  and  over  sea-coal 
done.     As  we  got  settled,  we  began  fires.    But  with  all  the  merriment  we 
to  have  somewhat  grand  ideas,  and  could  put  on,   very  ugly  thoughts 
got  up  entertainments.     On  one  oc-  would  present  themselves  now  and 
casion  the  first-lieutenant  feasted  ail  then  during  the  weary  weeks  that  we 
the  warrant-officers,  and  there  was  remained  at  St.  Paul's  without  corn- 
great  singing  of  songs  and  general  municating  with  a  ship.     Our  pro- 
hilarity.     The  fiddler  happened   to  visions,   scantily   as    we    consumed 
be  seated  near  a  box  of  mixed  bis-  them,   could  last  only  a  moderate 
cuits,    which    temptation    was    too  time  ;  the  island  produced  nothing 
much  for  the  hungry  musician,  who  for  our  subsistence ;  and  so,  if   we 
would  surreptitiously  dash  his  hand  were  left  much  longer  to  ourselves, 
into   the   coveted   cakes,    cram   his  there  might  be  horrors  in  store  for 
mouth  full  of  them,  and  than  fiddle  us  such  as  we  read  of  in  tales  of 
away  furiously,  to  make  people  be-  shipwrecks,  and  of  disabled  vessels 
lieve  that  he  had  no  thought  but  wandering    on  the    trackless    seas. 
of  his  my  sic      The  little  trjck  was  They  may  be  very  exciting  to  read 
several  times  repeated  to  the  amuse-  about,  but,  as  I  am  a   man,    it  is 
ment  of  many ;  but  the  fiddler  him-  not    exhilarating   to    imagine    that 
self  seemed  quite  satisfied  that  he  before  many  days   are    over    your 
had  the  joke  all  to  himself.     Neither  head,  you  may  be  an  actor  in  such 
was  he  the  only  person  who  congrat-  scenes ! 

ujated  himself  that  night  The  We  had  among  us  no  less  than 
boatswain,  in  the  fulness  of  his  nine  men  who  had  suffered  ship- 
heart,  rose  to  address  the  company,  wreck  before — in  the  Orpheus,  Os- 
44  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  solemnly, —  prey,  Bombay,  Captain,  Trinculo, 
44  gentlemen,  I  assure  you  that  this  Perseverance,  Race-horse  ;  one  of 
evening,  for  the  first  time,  the  waist-  them — an  old  cook — had  been  five 
band  of  my  trousers  is  quite  tight  times  wrecked  in  three  years. 


CHAPTER   IV. — THE    RESCUE. 

It  has  been  told  how,    on    first  boat  was  signalled  to  be  ready  to  nut 

landing,  we  set  up  a  boom  for  a  off  to  her  in  case  this  ship  should  come 

signal-staff  on  the  mountains,   and  in ;  but  the  boat,  mistaking  the  or- 

how  we  got  ready  night-signals  to  der,  pulled  after  the  distant  vessel, 

attract  the  attention  of  passing  ves-  and  made  desperate  attempts  to  reach 

sels.    On  the  night  of  the  23d  June  her.    We  saw  from  the  shore  that 

•  a  red  light  was  seen,  and  we  fired  this  was  impossible,  and  made  sig- 

guns  and  rockets,  but  without  being  nals  to  the  lifeboat  (as  we  feared  she 

observed.     A  vessel  was  perceived  would  be  benighted)  to  come  back, 

on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  but  too  It  was  an  hour  after  dark  when 

far  off  tq  be  communicated  with,  she  got  into  the  crater.     The  officer 

Later  in  the  day,  however,  another  reported  that  he  had  got  very  near 

sail  was  seen  far  away.      The  life-  the  ship,  but  had  not  been  perceived. 
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They  had  shipped  seas  that  would  fully  expected  the  ship  back.  The 
have  swamped  any  boat  but  a  life-  boat  brought  back  word  that  the 
boat,  and  they  were  all  wet  through,  barque  could  take  twenty  men  with 
Thus  ended  our  first  attempt  to  the  water  and  provisions  which  she 
make  our  condition  known. ,  Lieut  had  on  board ;  but  we  thought  that 
Lewis  Jones  had  order b  to  keep  his  with  the  additional  water  and  stores 
portmanteau  ready  packed,  and  to.  which  we  might  give  her,  she  might 
board  the  first  ship  that  he  could  take  the  whole  of  us.  Accordingly, 
reach..  If  he  could  not  bring  her  in  as  we  expected  her  in  again  next 
to  take  us  away,  he  could,  at  any  day,  we  kept  our  condenser  going 
rate,  go  himself  and  take  letters  ;  all  night,  that  the  requisite  quan- 
and  if  he  should  be  lucky  enough  tity  of  water  might  be  forthcom- 
to  reach  a  port,  he  could  tell  of  ing,  and  got  the  despatches  and 
our  plight  But  fearing  that  it  letters  ready  thi$  time.  But  she 
might  be  some  time  before  he  could  did  not  appear  the  next  day,  nor 
get  away,  we  rigged  up  some  sea-  the  day  after  that  Our  whole  corn- 
messengers,  made  of  barricos,  with  munity  was  overcome  with  chagrin, 
accounts  of  our  situation  inside,  and  could  not  recover  from  the  inor- 
and  sent  them  to  sea.  Two  of  tification.  The  only  consolation  was, 
these  were  attached  to  life-buoys,  that  Lieutenant  Jones  had  got  off 
We  also  put  accounts  into  bottles,  and  would  report  us.  Sub-lieu- 
weighted  the  bottles  so  that  they  tenant  Roxby  was  told  off.  to  board 
would  float  upright,  stuck  a  tin  the  next. ship.  , 
flag  into  each  with  the  words  "  open  Our  hopes  were  raised  again  on 
me  punched  through  the  flags,  and  23d  July,  but  only  to  be  disappoint- 
committed  them  also  to  the  deep.  ed.  A  ship  passed,  but  a  long  way 
It  was  tedious  work.  We  saw  and  off.  The  lifeboat  put  off,  and  had 
chased  a  ship  or  two,  but  up  to  the  proceeded  but  a  short  way  beyond 
16th  July — that  is,  a  month  after  the  bar  when  she  was  recalled,  as 
our  arrival  —  not  one  had  noticed  the  chase  was  hopeless.  The  only 
us.  On  that  day,  however,  our  result  of  her  start  was,  that  some  of 
fortune  changed.  A  Dutch  barque,  the  mail-bags  got  wet.  There  was 
bound  for  Java,  and  in  ballast  a  similar  disappointment,  and  the 
had  seen  our  signal  and  come  in.*  mail-bags  got  wet  again,  on  28th 
Lieutenant  Jones,    in  the    lifeboat,  July. 

boarded  her  according  to  his  or-  On  5th  August  a  Dutch  barque, 
ders,  and  got  away  with  a  few  re-  bound  for  Sumatra,  came  in.  She 
turns  in  his  mail-bag.  Despatches  took  Mr.  Roxby,  two  other  officers, 
and  private  letters  were  unfortun-  and  two  seamen,  besides  a  midship- 
ately  not  to  be  found  when  he  man  who,  having  boarded  her  from 
put  oft;  and  the  writers  of  them  the  cutter,  was  carried  away  with 
were  dispersed  about  the  island,  only  the  clothes  he  stood  in.  This 
and  did  not  get  to  camp  until  the  was  the  occasion  on  which  our  cutter 
opportunity  had  passed,  although  was  taken  away  in  tow  of  the 
they  came  back  at  the  top  of  their  barque  ;  and  the  lifeboat,  coming 
speed  when  they  heard  the  gun  Are.  out  to  rescue  the  cutter's  crew,  had 
We  thought,  however,  that  the  her  port  air-box  stove  in.  The  cut- 
letters  would  yet  be  sent,    as   we  ter  took  off  water  to  the  ship,  and 

*  The  captain  saw  our  flagstaff  and  thought  it  was  a  tree ;  hut  as  he  had  some  pre- 
vious acquaintance  with  the  Inland,  and  knew  that  it  did  not  possess  a  tree,  he  came  in 
to  satisfy  himself  about  it. 
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the  lifeboat  brought  us  flour  in  ex-  left  Hong  Kong  on  7th  August  for 

change ;  but  the  weather  was  so  bad  St  Paul's,  with  orders  to  take  us  to 

that  no  farther  communication  could  Sydney.     As  soon  as  we  had  wcl- 

be  effected.  corned  Lieutenant  Jones,  we  began 

On  Monday,  7th  August,  came  in  to  prepare  for  departure.     We  had 

an  English  clipper-ship  bound  for  held  a  survey  of  the  stores ;  and  our 

Jays.  The  captain  would  have  taken  pier,  sheers,  &c.  being  now  complete, 

us  all  to  Australia  upon  exorbitant  we  hoped  for  fine  weather  and  a  suc- 

terms — viz.,  payment  of  £3000  and  cessful  embarkation.     The  supplies 

purchase  of  her  cargo  of  coal  at  £4,  brought  by  the  Oberon  took  away 

10s.  a  ton,  that  we  might  throw  200  all  cause  for  short  "commons,  and  to 

tons  overboard  to  make  room  for  us.  our  delight  we  were  at  once  on  full 

As  there  was  every  reason  to  hope  allowance ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 

that  we  were  in  a  fair  way  of  being  the    boatswain's    and    many    other 

relieved,  Captain    Thrupp    did    not  waistbands    soo»  grew  a  good  deal 

think  proper  to  accede  to  this  de-  tighter.  The  Oberon  left  for  England 

maud,  and  let  the  Mountain  Laurel —  on  the  27th. 

that    wm    her    name — go    on     her  Lieutenant  Jones  reported  most 

way.  favourably    of    the    kindness    and 

The  next    ship    that    visited    us  liberality  of  the  captain  of  the  Dutch 

was   the  Oberon   steamer,  and  she  barque  Aurora.     The  latter  refused 

arrived    on    $6*n    August      Lieu-  to  receive  any  passage-money  from 

tenant  Sanders  boarded  her  in  the  the  Vice-Consul  or  from  Lieutenant 

lifeboat,  and  Lieutenant   Evans    in  Jones,   and  only  regretted   that  he 

the  Captain's  galley.     Just  as   the  hapl  been  able   to  render   so   little 

latter  came  alongside^  he  fell  over-  assistance. 

board,  and  was  gallantly  saved  by  Before  the  Malacca  could  arrive. 
the  cockswain  of  the  lifeboat  Al-  came  in  by  moonlight  on  29th 
most  imiaediately  the  galley  was  August  H.M.S.  Rinuldo,  with  or- 
seen  returning  to  shore.  We. crowd-  ders  for  Captain  Thrupp  to  proceed 
ed  to  the  beach  to  receive  her,  and  to  England  to  face  the  inevitable 
hear  what  news  she  brought  But  court-martial.  Next  morning  came 
before  we  had  time  to  hear  anything,  in  the  Malacca,  by  which  time  it 
we  saw  a  sight  which  told  us  more  was  beginning  to  blow  hard.  By 
than  a  long  story,  and  which  ex-  noon  both  ships  were  standing  out 
tracted  such  cheering  as  it  was  mar-  to  sea,  Rinaldo  having  lost  two  an- 
vellous  to  account  for,  coming  as  it  chors,  and  Malacca  one.  Very  like 
did  through  throats  that  swallowed  our  luck,  barring  the  leak.  At  even- 
but  half  a  pound  of  beef  per  diem,  ing  they  were  both  out  of  sight. 
The  cheers  did  however  come,  and  On  31st,  the  ships  not  being  seen 
were  repeated  and  prolonged  as  if  the  all  day,  Captain  Thrupp  made  last 
enthusiasm  would  never  end.  The  arrangements,  decided  who  should  go 
cause  of  them  was  that,  seated  in  to  England  and  who  to  Sydney,  and 
the  stern  of  the  galley,  and  steering  we  settled  all  money  transactions. 
her  in,  was  seen  Lieutenant  Lewis  Malacca  was  just  seen  at  sunset  and 
Jones,  who  had  gone  away  from  us  then  vanished  again,  but  on  1st 
in  the  Dutch  barque  on  16th  July.  September,  which  was  a  lovely  day, 
He  had  reached  Batavia,  and  had  she  came  in,  dropped  her  anchor, 
come  back  in  the  Oberon,  auxiliary  and  embarked  264  officers  and  men, 
screw-steamer,  bringing  with  htm  with  all  their  baggage.  It  was  as 
provisions  for  us,  and  bringing,  too,  smooth  as  oil  while  this  was  being 
the  news  that  the  steamer  Malacca  done,  but  by  the  morning  of  the  2d 
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it  was  blowing  again.  Malacca  was  this  time  Malacca  had  lost  two  an- 
informed  that  the  anchorage  was  un-  chors,  one  lifeboat,  two  cutters,  and 
safe,  and  requested  to  weigh  but  to  two  chain-plates — pretty  broad  hints 
keep  near,  and  come  in  again  when '  that  it  was  time  for  her  to  be  off. 
weather  might  permit  But  she  held  Malacca  reached  King  George's 
on,  and  at  9.30  parted  her  anchor  and  Sound  in  safety,  whence  the  main 
ran  to  sea,  while  it  blew  very  hard  body  of  the  Megsera's  crew  pro- 
indeed.  It  was  a  fearful  night  It  ceeded  to  Sydney.  Rinaldo  arrived 
was  the  night,  indeed,  when,  amid'  there  on  16th  September,  but  the 
the  war  of  the  elements  and  a  wrack  mail-steamer  took  Captain  Thrupp, 
as  if  heaven  and  earth  would  mingle,  and  those  who  were  to  accompany 
the  old  Megaera  parted  and  broke  up,  him,  to  England.  This  was  done  to 
as  has  already  been  described.  Both  save  time,  as  the  Rinaldo  would  not 
ships  were,  in  again  on  the  5th,  the  have  been  coaled  and  provisioned  for 
Rinaldo  under  sail  with  no  coal  a  week;  whereas  the  mail-steamer 
left  Her  captain  urged  Captain  was  going  direct  to  Galle  at  once. 
Thrupp  to  embark  at  once;  but  So  we  were  all  saved.  Thanks, 
that  officer  was  far  too  sensible  of  in  the  first  place,  to  the  Providence 
what  it  behoved  him  to  do  to  listen  that  watched  over  us,  and  brought 
to  such  a  suggestion.  On  the  other  us  through  so  many  dangers !  but 
hand,  it  was  positively  dangerous  thanks  also  to  the  instrument,  our 
for  Rinaldo  to  stay ;  yet  she  did  wait,  Captain,  who,  after  so,  many  misfor- 
sailing  about,  tossed  by  the  heavy  tunes,  could  give  a  good  account  of 
sea  some  miles  from  the  island,  us  all.  It  may  seem  very  straight- 
until  all  were  embarked,  Captain  forward  work  when  it  is  read  of 
Thrupp  appointing  King  George's  after  the  events ;  but  let  any  man 
Sound  the  rendezvous.  Boats  from  think  what  would  have  been  the 
camp  got  off  to  Malacca,  but  could  effect  of  a  failure  of  nervet  or  of  an 
not  leave  her  again  until  they  had  error  in  judgment,  at  any  of  the 
been  towed  well  up  to  windward,  critical  predicaments  which  I  have 
to  enable  them  to  pull  back  for  recorded.  My  object  in  writing 
more  people  from  the  island.  The  this  account  was  not  to  laud  any 
weather  was  beyond  all  conception  one  in  particular,  but  to  show  what 
bad.  And  now  the  captain  of  the  great  things  God  has  done  for  us 
Malacca  too  declared  that  he  could  all,  as  I  said  before.  And  yet  I 
wait  no  longer,  and  that  Captain  think  that  every  one  of  our  party, 
Thrupp  must  come  on  board  at  once.  when  he  feels  himself  alive  and 
It  cost  the  latter  officer  a  pang,  no  hearty,  when  his  wife's  arms  are 
doubt,  to  leave  his  stores,  but  the  round  his  neck,  and  his  little  ones 
man  who  had  decided  so  promptly  are  about  his  knees,  will  scarcely  be 
and  so  judiciously  on  former  trying  convinced  but  that  he  owes  his  well- 
occasions  was  not  at  fault  now.  He  being,  in  some  degree,  to  Captain 
left  the  Frenchmen  in  charge  of  the  Thrupp. 
stores,  promising  them  remunera- 
tion if  they  acquitted  themselves  M Beseech  yon,  ilr,  be  merry;  you  have 
honourably,  and  hoping  that  when  ^"^  a])  of ,  ftr  onr 
the  stormy  season  should  be  over,  a  i»  much  beyond  onr  lorn :  onr  hint  of  woe 
steamer  might  fetch  the  stores  away  £»  common;  every  day  tome  ullor1.  wlA. 

at  leisure.     He    then,  after    seeing  **•  ^S&V  •ome  me^ch™t•  "d  the 

every  man  who  had  been  under  his  Have  just  oar' theme  of  woe  ;  bat  for  the 

charge  embark,  left  the  island  him-  ,  ^^V^mtioii,  few  in  millions 

self,  and  got  on  board  in  safety.  By  can  speak  like  im." 
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A  PPE  N D I X.  commending  Captain  Bernard  to  weigh 

qo  -fcr.T^,,.   ™.»  a«  T>„.,ia  and  proceed  to  sea  till  the  wind  should 

a.S.  malacca^opf  »t.  ^AtL  s,  abate.      9d0   A.M<_Tno    eabie   parted, 

A^pf^o,  10/1.  steam  haying  been  kept  ready  for  this 
Mr  dear  Captain  Thrupp;— Last  emergency.  We  immediately  procecd- 
night  Lieut  Praed  told  me  you  were  ed  to  get  clear  of  the  land,  the  ship  roll- 
still  desirous  of  sending  the  stores  on  ing  heavily,  and  shipping  a  great  deal  of 
board.  I  also  was  of  the  same  opinion,  water  fore  and  aft  The  sinall  amount 
and  almost  urged  it  in  our  interview  Qf  baggage  on  deck  was  with  some  dif- . 
on  shore,  if  the  weather  would  permit  flculty  secu/ed— not,  however,  before  the 
of  it;  but  having  already  lost  two  following  accidents  had  occurred.  James 
anchors,  aud  experienced  such  disas-  Eadea,  boatswain's  mate,  a  wound  in 
troua  weather  since  we  have  been  here,  the  thigh ;  Arthur  Essery,  armourer's 
I  should  deem  it  a  great  favour  if  you  Crew,  contusion  of  the  leg  and  sprained 
would  abandon  the  idea,  as,  in  the  ankle;  James  Rice,  leading  seaman, 
event  of  my  anchoring  aud  losing  the  8evCre  scalp  wounds ;  William  Wilcox, 
stream  anchor,  I  should  only  have  one  A.B.,  contusion  of  the  back ;  William 
anchor  to  depend  on  at  other  ports;  Pidgeon,  A.B.,  wound  in  the  leg  ;  Henry 
and  also  our  engines  having  been  con-  pcek,  A.B.,  contusion  of  the  right  shoul- 
stantly  at  work  f or  the  last  five  weeks,  dcr;  Pat.  Cunninghame,  A.B.,  wounded 
without  an  opportunity  occurring  to  m  the  leg.  The  ship  rolled  so  heavily, 
enable  the  engineers  to  examine  them,  and  shipped  so  much  water  when  off 
the  probability  is,  in  the  event  of  our  the  wind  that  it  was  thought  advis- 
baving  to  move  them  at  a  moment's  able  to  keep  her  head  to  the  wind.  By 
notice,  they  might  not  readily  start,  ngon  it  was  blowing  a  gale,  with  a 
in  which  case  the  ship  would  be  placed  tremendous  sea  running  ;  the  ship 
in  imminent  peril;  and,  to  further  labouring  very  heavily,  and  shipping 
enumerate  our  mishaps,  we  have  lost  green  seas  forward,  all  hatches  battened 
one  lifeboat,  two  cutters,  and  two  3own.  10  p.m.,  a  heavy  sea  struck 
channel -plates  of  main  rigging.  I  the  starboard  lifeboat  and  smashed  her 
therefore  consider  I  run  a  great  rUk  in  against  the  davits ;  she  had  to  be  cut 
anchoring,  as  the'  weather  cannot  be  away,  in  doing  which  she  stove  the 
depended  on  for  any  length  of  time,  cutter  astern  of  her.  Sunday,  Sep- 
and  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  tember  3d.  During  the  night  the  wind 
will  enter  into  my  views  on-  the  sub-  ghiftcd  from  W.N.W.  to  W.S.W.  The 
ject ;  so  pray  embark  as  soon  as  the  Bnip  being  still  kept  head  to  wind ;  it 
bar  will  admit  of  it,  for  I  am  very  8till  blowing  hard,  and  a  heavy  sea 
anxious  to  have  you  all  safe  on  board,  running,  the  following  damage  was 
Lieut  Praed  will  explain  to  you  more  done  during  the  night:  the  port  bul- 
concisely  how  we  arc  situated.  warks  forward  were  washed  away,  two 
I  remain,  in  haste,  my  dear  Captain  chain-plate*,  the  starboard  side  of  the 
Thrupp,  yours  sincerely,  main   chains   carried   away,    the    jolly- 

8.  Bernard.  boat  astern  stove,  and  a  great  propor- 

_.__       oa-fc*  a  tion  °*  tne  remaining  live-stock  killed. 

P.  &  O.  Cot.  8.8.  Malacca,  at  Sea.  7  a.m.— The  port  cutter  was  completely 

vSeaneaiay,  Sept.  o,  1871.  smashed  beyond  repair  by  a  heavy  sea; 

8ib, — Ih  compliance  with  your  order,  we  were  now  left  witji  only  one  boat  tit 

I  subjoin  an  account  of  the  chief  events  for  carrying  cargo,  and  that  of  a  light 

that  took  place  on  board  the  ship  be-  description  —  namely,     the      starboard 

tween  Friday,  8ept   1st,  and  Tuesday,  lifeboat.     11.30.   a.m.— Wore  ship    and 

Sept    5th,    inclusive.     On   Friday   1st,  kept  away  for  the  island  of  St.  Paul's 

commenced     embarking    the     officers,  which   was   reckoned   to  bear  8.E.  40 

men,    and    their   baggage   of    the   late  miles.    Several  heavy   seas   struck   the 

H.M.S.    Megxra    on    board    the   P.   &  ship    aft,    doing    some   damage  —  one 

O.    Company   8.8.    Malacca :    by   dusk  smashing  in  the  saloon  skylight,  flood- 

264  men  and  officers  were  embarked  ;  ing  the   cabins   on    cither  side   of   it, 

blowing  fresh  from  the  north;   parties  doing  considerable  damage  to  officers' 

of  men  were  employed  during  the  day  clothing.    0.15  p.m.,  sighted  the  island 

in  stowing   baggage   and   shifting  coal  of    St  Paul's;    3.10    p.m.,    eased   and 

to  make  room  for  the   late   Mcgwra's  stopped  off  the  island,  there  being  too 

cargo :    during  the  night  the  wind  in-  much   sea  to  communicate :    stood  off 

creased.    Saturday,  Sept  2d,  7.30  a. m. —  and   on  the*  island    repairing   damages. 

A  boat  boarded  us  from  the  shore  with  Monday,    September  4.  — The    sea    on 

a   message   from   Captain    Thrupp,  re-  the  bar  having  gone  down  at  2  p.m.,  wc 
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sent  a  boat  to  communicate  with  bhorc, 
standing  on  and  off  the  inland  with  u 
heavy  sea  running,  and  blowing  fresh 
from*  the  north.  Tuesday,  fck,pteml>er 
.">. — The  wind  and  »oa  having  pone 
down,  we  commenced  getting  the  rest 
of  the  men  and  ottlccru  from  the  (shore. 
Captain  Bernard  considered  it  unadvis- 
able  to  anchor,  having  only  one  anchor 
left.  As  the  day  advanced^  the  wind 
freshened  from  the  north,  from  which 
some  trouble  was  experienced,  every 
boat  having  to  be  received  down  to  lee- 
ward, cleared,  and  then  towed  up  to 
windward  to  enable  them  to  fetch  into 
the  crater.  At  3  p.M.'thc  pinnace  came 
oil'    from    shore    loaded    with    ltaggagc 


and  men  ;  when  cleared  it  was  cut 
adrift  according  to  order.  During  tin* 
day  the  wind  increased,  and  there 
seemed  every  pro»pect  of  it  being  a 
dirty  night.  *  8.30  p.m. — We  attempted 
to  lio'ist  the  late  Megsvra's  cutter  up  to 
the  port  davits ;  imfortunately  both 
bolts  drew  through  the  bottom*  of  the 
l>oat,  one  man  fid  ling  Into  the'  water, 
and  the  others  narrowly  escaped  being 
hurt.  We  did  not  make  another 
attempt  to  hoist  her  up.  At  4.15  p.m. 
the  C'antain  and  First  Lieutenant  came 
off  In  the  late  Megiera's  lifel»ont,  which 
win  hoisted  up  at  the  starboard  davit>. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  i\:c, 

F.  Pk\ei>,  L'uHtvhfntt. 


BLACKWOOD'S 
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FRENCH   nOME    LIFE. 

NO.    IV. — FOOD. 

Passengers  at  sea  generally  eat  the  cbanns  of  what  they  call  "the* 
five  times  a-day,  partly  because  the  festive  board ;"  they  have  praised 
air  makes  them  hungry,  partly  be-  its  softening  action,  its  power  of 
cause  they  have  nothing  else  to  do.  stimulating  good  temper,  cheerincss, 
On  shore  we  arc  less  voracious  and  and  gaiety  ;  of  dispelling  anger,  sad- 
more  occupied,  but  still  we  can  noss,  and  discontent  The  poets, 
scarcely  get  along  agreeably  without  are  right ;  nothing  has  ever  been 
three  meals.  Some  of  us  pretend  invented  which  soothes  like  dinner ; 
that  it  is  humiliating  to  bo  thus  and,  without  going  so  far  as  to  sug- 
afflicted  by  purely  animal  needs  ;.  gest  that  it  is  a  great  moral  cause,  it 
others,  on  the  contrary,  are  of  opin-  may  at  all  events  be  said  with  truth, 
ion  that,  as  feeding  is  a  delectable  that  it  stands  in  the  front  rank 
operation,  we  ought  to  be  very  thank-  amongst  the  material  influences  for 
fill  that  we  can  perform  it  so  fre-  good  which  are  at  our  disposal.  Of 
qaently ;  a  third  class  thinks  no-  the  daily  functions  of  home  life  it 
thing  about  it  either  way ;  while  is  indisputably  the  highest ;  no 
doctors,  economists,  and  historians  other  social  act  can  be  compared  to 
regard  eating  as  a  grave  question,  it  in  character,  in  importance,  or  in 
as  one  of  the  keys  to  health,  and  result.  All  the  races  of  mankind 
as  a  serious  element  in  the  pro-  feel  this ;  even  savages  may  bo  tcm- 
gress  of  civilisation.  And  there  is  porarily  tamed  by  the  sweet  spell 
another  point  of  view — more  inter-  of  mutual  dinner ;  and  as  we  rise 
eating  still.  We  meet  to  eat;  our  in  the  scale  of  education  the  mani- 
repasts  are  made  in  company ;  they  festation  of  its  power  grows  clearer 
bring  families  and  friends  to-  and  clearer,  until  we  reach  the  pin- 
gether;  they  exercise  a  unifying  naclc  of  its  development  in  certain 
effect  of  enormous  force.  From  European  homes. 
Homer  downwards,  poets  have  sung  In  no  country  are  the  higher  uses. 

▼OL.    CXI. — NO.    DCLXXVI.  I 
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of   eating  more  thoroughly  appreci-  room  for  exhibition.     Ordinary  life 

ated  or  more  seriously  pursued  than  does  not  require,  and  cannot  utilise, 

in   France.      The    eminently    social  transcendent  ability  in  the  kitchen 

nature  of   its  people,  their  singular  — it  wants  lightness  and  brightness 

skill  in  the  preparation  of  food,  the  ami  laughter ;  and  it  is  because  they 

power  which  they  so  generally  pos-  unite    those    merits    to    true    home 

scss  of  extracting  pleasurable  satis-  cookery  that  French  families  know 

faction  from  the  most  ordinary  acts,  how  to  dine. 

combine  to  enable  them  to  lift  up  Still,  however  true  all  this  may 
dinner  to  a  level  which  is  rarely  be,  however  much  the  national  tern- 
reached  elsewhere.  Of  course  there  perament  may  contribute  to  the  effect 
are  sufficiently  abundant  exceptions  attained,  the  nature  and  execution 
in  other  lands  to  show  that  intelli-  of  the  dishes  form  the  essential  basis 
gent  dining  is  not  really  a  mono-  of  a  dinner  in  France  just  as  they  do 
poly  of  the  French  ;  but  they  alone  elsewhere.  Bad  feeding  destroys 
realise  it  as  a  national  fact ;  they  gaiety  ;  good  cookery  is  consequently 
alone,  as  a  whole  people,  get  out  of  called  for  quite  as  much  for  the  sake 
the  act  of  eating  all  that  it  can  give,  of  the  moral  influence  it  exercises  as 
This  superiority  is  not  solely  due  to  for  the  pleasure  which  it  oilers  to 
their  culinary  ability  ;  the  perfec-  the  tongue.  lUit  when  we  look  in- 
tion  of  their  dining  is  not  an  exclu-  doors  across  the  Channel,  we  lind 
sive  consequence  of  scientific  cook-  that  the  phrase  "good  cookery'*  has 
ing;  the  cook's  work  is  but  one  of  a  special  meaning.  It  signifies 
the  two  secrets  of  success ;  the  other  something  more  than  cunning  va- 
lies  in  the  temper  of  the  diners,  and  riety,  skilful  handling,  and  pretty 
in  their  keen  perception  of  the  charac-  serving  up.  The  deepest  t^ornm  of  the 
Ur  of  the  operation  which  they  are  two  words  lies  in  the  possession  by 
performing.  There  is  evidence  of  the  every  plat  of  the  particular  taste 
truth  of  this  in  almost  every  decent  which  is  proper  to  it.  To  persons 
house  in  France ;  dinner  is  regarded  who  have  never  directed  their  atten- 
as  the  principal  event  of  family  ex-  tiou  to  this  subtle  point,  or  who  have 
istence,  as  a  moment  of  moral  expau-  had  no  opportunity  of  studying  it, 
sion  rather  than  as  a  process  of  sim-  such  a  definition  may  seem  cither 
pie  nourishment ;  for,  excellent  as  the  meaningless  or  incomplete,  according 
feeding  ordinarily  is,  it  alone  would  to  the  bent  of  their  individual  im- 
not  raise  meals  to  the  importance  prcssions  on  the  subject ;  but,  from 
which  they  assume  amongst  our  the  French  point  of  view,  it  sets 
neighbours.  The  people  come  to  forth  one  of  the  great  laws  of  cooking, 
them  not  only  to  eat  but  to  laugh,  To  put  the  case  quite  clearly,  it  is 
to  charm  the  heart  as  well  as  to  essential  to  recall  the  fact  that  wealth 
soothe  the  stomach.  The  conse-  is  the  exception  in  France,  that  po- 
quence  is  that,  as  a  rule,  great  cook-  vcrty  is  the  rule*;  that  prudent  thrift 
cry  is  neither  used  nor  needed  in  is  generally  practised,  even  when  it 
daily  home  life.  The  ablest  profes-  is  not  imposed  by  irresistible  neces- 
sors  of  the  delicate  art  of  arranging  sity  ;  and  that  economy  of  house- 
food,  tlie"profoundest  chtj\  thX)  most  keeping  consequently  stands  first 
skilful  ron/wi  Mrity  can  contribute,  amongst  domestic  duties.  Now, 
after  all.  but  little  more  than  their  economy  means  privation,  to  some 
less  learned  colleagues  to  the  real  extent  at  all  events ;  but  though 
object  of  everyday  dinner :  it  is  the  French  generally  live  very  cheap- 
only  on  special  occasions,  at  great  ly — though,  with  few  exceptions, 
festivals,   that  their  capacities  find  their  outlay  is  within  their  incomes 
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— though     they    do    without    what  them.     The  law — so  absolute  is  the 

they  think  they  ought  not  to  pay  habit  that  it  may  be  called  a  law — 

for,    the}*  do  not   suffer  as    others  which  limits  each  day's   purchases 

would  from  this  want  of  money,  be-  of  food  to  what  can  bo  consumed  in 

cause  they  possess  the  priceless  fac-  twenty-four  hours,  imposes  the  con- 

ulty  of  making  the  best  of  what  they  dition  that  everything  shall    be  in 

hare.      This    capacity    extends    to  small  quantities  ;  that  is  the  basis  of 

almost  every  detail  of  homo  organi-  the   entire   question.      Next   comes 

sation,  but  it  comes  out  with  con-  the  fitness  of   each  object  for   the 

spieuous  distinctness  in  their  man-  form  of  cookery  to  which  it  is  to  be 

agement  of    food.      The   eating    in  subjected.    No  Frenchwoman,  be  she 

middle-class    French    houses,    inex-  cook   or  mistress,   would   dream  of 

pensive  as  it  is,  is  certainly  far  su-  buying  the  same  chicken  for  a  fri- 

jierior  to  that  of  the  majority  of  the  casuee   as    she  would   select  if   she 

richer  classes  in  other  countries.     It  meant  to  roast  it ;   the  same  vejre- 

consists  of  fewer  dishes,  of  smaller  tables  for  a  soup  or  to  serve  alone ; 

([iiantitics — it  is   composed   of  low-  the  same  meat  for  stewing  and  for 

priced  articles — its  habitual  range  is  a  rati.      She  would  always  choose 

limited;  but  the  execution  of  each  an   inferior  and   cheaper   article   in 

dish  is  perfect  in  itself,  and  the  va-  one  case  than  in  the  other,  know- 

ricty   of   the   forms   of  preparation  ing    that    it    is    useless    to    spend 

makes  up  for  the  relative  absence  of  money  in  good  looks  when  she  has 

variety  in  the  substances  employed,  a  sauce  to  depend  upon  which  will 

The    French   are  too   poor  and  too  cover    ugliness.     The    difference   of 

wise  to  waste  money  in  the  purchase  expense  resulting  from  the  applica- 

of  fish,  flesh,  or  fowl,  when  any  of  tion  of  this  principle  may  certainly 

them  cost  more  than  their  regular  be  averaged  at  a  tenth,  but  the  addi- 

current  value.     These  extravagances  tional   economy  which  is  produced 

arc   loft   to  people  who    are  really  by  the  exclusive  use  of  little  quan- 

wealthy,  and  to  the  faster  elements  titles  is   considerably  more  import- 

of  society  in  Paris  and  a  few  other  ant     Here,    however,    the   effect  is 

towns.      The    nation    never    perpe-  complex :    it  is   not  limited  to   the 

trates  them.     But  the   nation,  poor  direct   diminution   of  waste  in   the 

and  saving  as  it  is,  requires  that  each  ordinary  sense  of  that  word  ;  it  ex- 

flish    shall  bo   itself,    with   its    full  tends  in  two  or  three  directions,  and 

aroma,  its  full  essence,  its  own  char-  brings   about  various   consequences 

actcr.     It  knows,  by  long  experience,  which  remain    invisible    until   they 

that  poverty  does  not  prevent   the  are  closely  looked  for.     Those  conse- 

excrcise  of  skill:   it  sets  the  latter  quences,  however,  form  one  of  the. 

off  against  the  former — it  replaces  great  elements  of  the  subject,  and  it 

money  by  intelligence.  is  well  worth  while  to  bring  them 

The  first  step  towards  the  end  in  clearly  into  light. 
view  is  to  so  employ  the  sum  allotted  First  of  all,  less  fuel  is  required  to 
for  the  kitchen  that  it  shall  produce  cook  a  small  dish  than  a  large  one. 
its  utmost  value,  not  only  in  quan-  French  kitchen-ranges  do  not  re- 
tity  and  quality,  but,  what  is  even  semble  those  which  are  still  so  gen- 
more  important,  in  suitability.  Go-  orally  in  use  in  England,  where  the 
ing  to  market  does  not  simply  mean  same  vast  mass  of  coal  goes  on  blaz- 
clever  buying ;  it  involves  the  far  ing  itself  away,  whether  its  heat  be 
higher  talent  of  adapting  the  choice  employed  to  boil  a  kettle  or  to  roast 
of  the  provisions  bought  to  the  use  a  sheep.  In  France,  especially  in 
which   it  is  proposed   to    make  of  the  country,  cookery  is  carried  on 
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with  wood  or  charcoal  fires,  kept  seem  to  go  beyond  immediate  wants, 
down  to  a  low  smoulder  when  not  it  is  solely  because  to  -  morrow's 
needed  for  the  moment,  and  roused  breakfast  is  included  in  the  estimate, 
up  to  activity  in  live  minutes  when  But  the  great  source  of  economy 
the  time  comes  to  use  them.  The  lies  in  the  diminished  use  of  the 
same  exact  adaptation  of  means  to  dearer  articles,  and  in  the  corro- 
the  end,  the  same  diligent  pursuit  spondingly  increased  employment 
of  small  economics,  is  discovered  of  the  cheaper  ones.  If  a  great 
here  as  in  all  other  details  of  the  piece  of  meat,  costing  twclvepence 
subject :  a  fire  to  roast  a  chicken  is  a-pound,  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
made  just  big  enough  to  serve  the  a  hungry  family,  it  will  naturally  be 
purpose ;  the  combustion  of  a  pen-  eaten  at  until  everybody  is  content ; 
nyworth  of  charcoal  boils  or  stews  but  if  a  far  smaller  joint,  which 
the  contents  of  two  saucepans  at  the  only  partially  satisfies  their  appc- 
sanic  time ;  directly  the  operation  tites,  is  put  before  them,  with  a 
is  complete  the  fire  is  covered  up  supplementary  allowance  of  soup, 
with  ashes,  or  is  put  right  out.  bread,  and  vegetables,  representing, 
Small  quantities  do  not  take  so  long  at  the  outside,  an  average  price  of 
to  cook  as  big  ones  do,  so  they  need  threepence  a-pound,  it  follows  that 
heat  for  a  shorter  period  ;  and  even  the  latter  elements  of  the  dinner 
in  the  case  of  soups,  and  of  the  few  will  be  consumed  in  large  propor- 
other  dishes  which  require  hours  of  tions,  and  that  the  total  cost  will 
gentlo  simmering  to  bring  them  to  be  diminished  in  the  exact  ratio  in 
the  point,  the  very  nature  of  the  which  three  is  substituted  for  twelve, 
process  prohibits  strong  flame  and  This  example  is,  however,  far  too 
accompanying  loss  of  fuel.  u  Cuh-  simple ;  it  expresses  the  arithmetic 
inez  dour.cmcnt "  is  the  iirst  counsel  of  the  case,  but  it  gives  no  idea  at 
given  to  a  beginner ;  and  that  means,  all,  either  of  its  infinitely-varied  ap- 
amongst  other  things,  never  have  a  plications,  or  of  the  ease  with  which 
bigger  or  a  hotter  fire  than  you  such  substitutions  are  carried  out  in 
really  want ;  for  if  you  do,  you  will  France  without  any  lessening  of  the 
waste  money,  and  will  burn  your  attractive  qualities  of  dinner. "  But 
camtf roles  and  their  contents.  as,  for  the  moment,  we  are  considcr- 
The  next  consequence-  of  the  ing  only  the  money  side  of  the  mat- 
French  system  is  that  everything  is  ter,  such  an  illustration  is  sufficient 
oaten  up.  As  there  is  only  just  because  it  shows  distinctly  how  the 
enough,  nobody  has  a  chance  of  adoption  of  small  dishes  of  each 
leaving  anything ;  waste  is  sup-  sort  of  food  enables  French  house- 
pressed  because  it  cannot  exist  with-  keepers  to  economise  on  the  dearer 
out  a  surplus,  because  its  very  pos-  articles. 

sibility  depends  on  an  excess  of  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  form  any 
supply  over  consumption.  A  very  reliable  calculation  of  the  total  corn- 
short  experience  will  show  a  cook  parativc  saving  which  is  brought 
how  much  total  weight  of  food  she  about  by  the  union  of  these  three 
has  to  servo  each  day ;  and,  the  consequences  of  buying  in  little 
measure  once  acquired,  she  invari-  quantities — that  is  to  say,  of  lessened 
ably  acts  upon  it,  and  provides  just  fuel,  suppression  of  waste,  and  the 
that  much  and  no  more.  The  whole  setting  oft"  of  cheap  food  against 
house  knows  that  it  will  never  be  higher-priced  articles.  At  a  guess, 
olfered  more  than  it  can  use ;  and  however,  it  may  be  put  at  about  a 
that  if  the  dinner  of  to-day  should  third ;  which  means  that,  under  the 
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French  system — supposing  prices  to  aliments.  So  thoroughly  is  this 
be  exactly  equal  in  both  cases— a  soy-  principle  applied,  that  even  the  water 
creign  will  go  as  far  as  thirty  shillings  in  which  white  haricots  or  cauli- 
would  in  England.  This  is  the  flowers  have  been  boiled,  is  always 
material  result  of  kitchen  manage-  kept  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  vegetable 
ment  in  France,  and  no  one  will  soups.  Every  liquid  which  has  re- 
deny  its  grave  importance.  But  ceived  the  extracted  flavour  of  a 
when  we  come  to  see  that  this  vast  boiled  substance,  is  looked  upon  as 
economy  of  expense  is  accompanied  precious,  and  is  employed  again  in 
by  extraordinary  superiority  in  the  some  special  form,  so  as  not  to  waste 
nature  of  the  food  itself,  we  ought  the  properties  which  it  has  acquirod. 
to  regard  our  own  food  arrangements  In  England,  on  the  contrary,  when 
with  stupefaction,  and  to  ask  our-  we  have  carefully  abstracted  from 
selves  when  we  are  going  to  have  turkey,  or  from  beef,  from  chicken, 
ttcnse  enough  to  profit  by  the  ex-  ham,  legs  of  mutton,  green  peas,  or 
ample  set  us  across  the  Channel.  beans,  all  that  steady,  red-hot  boil- 
In  England,  taking  the  people  as  ing  can  take  out  of  them,  we  cat  the 
a  whole,  and  excluding  the  special  tasteless,  azoteless  relics  of  our 
cases,  there  are  but  three  known  work,  and  we  diligently  throw  away 
national  ways  of  dressing  food,  "dirty  water"  which  contains  all 
roasting,  boiling,  and  that  incon-  the  nutrition  that  we  have  distilled, 
ceivable  horror  known  as  "hash."  This  maybe  worthy  of  a  great  na- 
Roasting  is  not  badly  done  by  us,  tion,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  sec  how. 
and  we  fry  soles  fairly ;  but  there  Scotland,  at  all  events,  uses  mutton- 
end  our  faculties :  what  we  call  broth,  but  no  right-minded  English- 
"boiling"  is  one  of  the  most  sense-  man  will  condescend  to  swallow  any 
less  acts  to  which  human  intelli-  such  "  stuff,"  or  if  he  does,  he  calls 
gence  can  descend ;  it  is  an  in  ex-  it  "hot  water  stirred  with  a  tallow 
cusable,  unjustifiable,  wanton  folly,  candle."  If  ever  prejudice  and  ig- 
To  people  who  have  been  "  boiling "  norance  were  thorough  synonyms 
all  their  lives,  these  adjectives  may  (as  they  almost  always  arc),  it  is 
seem  strong ;  but  have  they  ever  surely  in  their  application  to  British 
really  asked  themselves  what  this  boil-  cooking. 

ing  means  ?    Have  they  ever  reflected  Now,    look    at    France    and    sec 

for  one  instant  over  the  operation  what  is  done  by  the  people  who, 

they  are  performing  ?    To  boil  food,  according  to  our  lofty  convictions, 

be  it  meat  or  bo  it  vegetable,  is  to  live  contemptibly  on  "kickshaws." 

extract  from  it,  first,  its  volatile  aro-  Their  dogma  is,  that  everything  which 

ma,  then  its  essences  and  juices,  and,  is  in  food  ought  to  be  left  in  it  by  the 

finally,  its  power  of  nutrition ;  aro-  cook  and  to  be  found  in  it  by  the 

ma,  essence,  juice,  and  strength,  go  cater.     The  entire  theory  of  French 

out  into  the  hot  water,  leaving  be-  cooking,  both  in  form  and  in  result, 

hind  them  the  fibre  which  they  have  is  contained  in  that  one  article  of 

quitted.     Now  in  France   this   pro-  faith ;  its  consequence  is,  that  the 

cess    is  called    making    soup ;    the  whole   nutritive  elements  of  every 

water  becomes    excellent,   but    the  substance    employed  pass  into  tho 

materials  which  have  imparted  their  stomach,  instead  of  being  partially 

nature  to  it    are    considered,   with  poured  down  the  sink  or  sent  out 

some  few  exceptions,  to  have  lost  to  the  pigs,  as  is  the  case  in  this 

all  claim  to  be   considered  as  real  free  and  eminently  great  country, 

food,  and  are  only  used  as  inferior  Yet  we  despise  the  eating  of  those 
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miserable  French,  with  all  our  hearts,  head :  so  they  fowl  on  a  copious 
and  look  scornfully  down  upon  it  from  stew  of  bacon,  sausage,  cabbage, 
the  glorious  summit  of  our  boiling,  potatoes,  and  bread — and  very  good 
The  explanation  of  'this  insanity —  indeed  it  is,  provided  one  is  hungry, 
though  the  word  explanation  is  miser-  This  aspect  of  the  case,  of  course, 
ably  misemployed  in  such  a  senses —  excludes  all  idea  of  serious  cookery ; 
is,  that  we  imagine  that  because  wo  it  means  feeding  and  nothing  else ; 
buy  more  meat  than  they  do  we  are  but  it  is  feeding  in  which  everything 
necessarily  better  fed.  So  perhaps  is  food,  where  what  has  been  stewed 
we  should  be  if  we  swallowed  it  all,  out  stops  in  the  stew,  wphero  not 
though  even  then  a  good  deal  might  one  scrap  is  lost,  where  every  con- 
be  said  against  so  needless  a  use  of  time  spent  produces  its  full  result  in 
flesh ;   but  as,    on   an  average,   we  the  stomach. 

take  out  of   it,    by  what    we    call  The  same  law  applies  everywhere, 

cooking,  at  least  a  fourth  of  its  ali-  in  every  rank.     As  we  rise  in  the 

mentary  value,  we  do  not  in  reality  scale  of  outlay,  and,  consequently, 

get  any  more  chemical  result  out  of  the  of  types  of  nourishment,  we  find  no 

sixty  pounds  of  meat  (beef,  mutton,  change ;   the  principle  is  the  same 

veal,  and  pork)  which  each  inhabi-  throughout  the  land — eat  every  thing, 

tant  of    Great    Britain    (babies  in-  waste  nothing,     lint  the  details  be- 

cluded)  devours  every  y ear,  than  the  come  vastly  more  interesting  when 

Frenchman   does   out  of  the  forty-  skill  comes  into  play,  for  then  wo 

five    pounds    of    the    same    nature  see  what  art  can  do  to  adorn  econ- 

which    he    consumes.      He,    at    all  omy.     The  cooking  at  French  ho- 

events,  extracts  the  uttermost  from  tcls  and  restaurants,  which  is  all  that 

what    ho    digests,    for    the    simple  most     travellers     know     anything 

reason   that   it   is   all    there   to   he  about,  gives  but  a  faint  idea  of  the 

digested ;  not  a  grain  of  it  has  gone  feeding  in  use  in  families ;  for  not 

into   the   sewers   or   the    sty — it  is  only  arc  the  quantities  and  the  cx- 

all  in  the  dish,  either  in  solid  or  in  pense  much  larger  in  one  case  than 

liquid.     We   should    think  it    folly  the  other,  but  the  flavours  are  strong- 

to    throw   away    the    gravy    which  er,  coarser,  less  varied,  and  less  true, 

exudes  during  the  act  of  roasting ;  It  is  inside  real  homes  that  French 

but  not  only  do  we  take  it  as  quite  eating  should  be  studied,  for  it  is 

natural  to  fling  to  waste  the  entire  there  alone  that  it  can  be  examined 

product  of  the  far  more  exhausting  in  reality  and   in  perfection.      The 

process  of  boiling,  but  we  resolute-  nation — whatever  we   may   think — 

iy  aPWy  that  process  to  the  larger  does    not    dine   at    enfi* ;    such    a 

part  of  what  we  eat,  as  if  it  were  plan    would    break    up     the    affec- 

the  right  thing  to  do.  tionate  habits  which  the  French  so 

Excepting   the   harder   vegetables  fondly  cherish  ;  it  would  be  nasty 

the  French  boil  absolutely  nothing,  and  too  dear.     The  nation  takes  its 

in  our  meaning  of  the  word  at  least,  nourishment  within    its    own    four 

From  Dunkerque  to  Jiayonnc,  from  walls,   so  as    to  get  it  better  and 

Nice  to  Strasbourg,  not  one  ounce  cheaper,    and   to   retain,    in    all    its 

of  anything  goes  into   the  pot  un-  force,  the  eminently  social  character 

less  it  be  to  make  soup :   but  then  of  the  act.      And    this   applies   to 

die  nation  lives  on  soup.    Roast  meat  every  class,  without  exception  ;   for 

costs   too  much    for    the   everyday  the  great  dinners  in  Paris  private 

consumption  of  a  population  whose  houses  are  as  superior,  in  delicacy 

earnings    average    eighteenpence    a-  and    refinement    of    execution,    to 
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what  the  best  restaurants  can  pro-  British  teeth.  There  is  absolutely 
duce,  as  is  the  home  feeding  of  the  nothing  to  bo  said  in  reply  to  such 
peasants  to  what  they  could  get  in  ideas,  for  prejudice  is  so  hard  a 
the  country  wine-shops.  Cafe  cook-  master  that  it  prevents  all  possibil- 
cry  employs,  even  in  its  highest  ity  of  fair  comparison,  and  blinds 
forms,  too  many  artifices;  it  seeks  us  to  the  most  convincing  proofs, 
too  much  to  attain  effect  and  vigour  ;  It  would  therefore  be  quite  useless 
it  is  not  natural;  its  sauces  are  too  to  expect  that,  for  the  reasons  al- 
powerf  ul — they  hide  the  intimate  ready  given,  any  real  Englishman  will 
essence  of  the  food :  in  one  word,  it  believe  that  these  "  made  dishes " 
docs  not  realise  the  fundamental  are  quite  as  nutritive  as  roast  meat, 
principle  of  carefully  preserving  un-  and  arc  vastly  more  so  than  the 
impaired  the  particular  aroma,  the  same  substances  when  boiled.  Even 
special  perfume,  which  should  in-  the  strong  arguments  of  economy 
herently  belong  to  every  dish,  and  and  almost  unlimited  variety  which 
which  gives  to  it  its  own  distinctive  the  French  system  supplies,  might 
nature.  And  furthermore,  the  res-4  fail  to  produce  any  real  effect  on 
taurants  never  offer  to  their  cus-  minds  which  arc  resolved  beforc- 
tomcrs  certain  well-known  dishes  hand,  as  so  many  are,  that  nothing 
which  form  part  of  the  regular  daily  is  to  be  learnt  across  the  Channel. 
list  for  home  use,  and  which  stand  But  there  are  enough  inquisitive 
sd  high  in  French  appreciation,  that  people  around  us  to  make  it  well 
they  are  ordered  several  times  a-weck  worth  while  to  show  in  what  this 
in  moderate  houses.  Such  arc  the  economy  and  this  variety  consist, 
more  ordinary  vegetable  soups(whoso  so  that  they,  at  all  events,  may 
name  is  legion),  the  endless  shapes  judge  whether  they  will  try  to  begin 
of  stews  and  of  the  simpler  ragouts,  the  revolution  which,  sooner  or  later, 
the  hundred  forms  of  preparing  must  be  enforced  in  English  eating, 
eggs,  the  infinite  variety  of  cheap  In  giving  details  of  the  cost  of 
pints  surres.  It  is  useless  to  attempt  housekeeping,  the  difficulty  is  to 
to  describe  such  products,  or  even  choose  a  thoroughly  fair  example 
to  give  a  list  of  them,  especially  as  which  honestly  and  truthfully  sets 
they  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  forth  an  average  case  without  cxag- 
cookery -books  ;  but  their  number  is  geration  cither  way.  Twenty  years 
so  great,  and  their  merit  is  so  real,  ago  it  would  have  been  impossible 
that  they  alone  suffice,  without  to  even  attempt  to  do  so,  because 
including  the  high-class  cookery,  to  the  cost  of  food  then  varied  widely 
place  French  feeding  above  that  of  all  over  France,  certain  places  being 
the  whole  world  outside.  about  twice  as  dear  as  others.  But 
Here,  however,  habit  and  pre-  railways  have  now  changed  all  that ; 
vious  opinion  may  perhaps  claim  to  they  have  leveled  prices  almost 
have  their  say,  and  to  protest  against  everywhere,  and  have  suppressed 
anything  but  u  plain  joints."  There  those  singularly  cheap  residences  in 
are  many  virtuous  people  who  live  which  English  people  used  to  seek 
and  die  in  the  intense  belief  that  refuge,  like  St.  Malo  and  St.  Omer. 
what  they  so  oddly  call  "made  There  are  still  a  few  outlying  vil- 
dishes'' — as  if  everything  they  swal-  lages,  fifty  kilometres  from  the  near- 
low  were  not  u  made "  too — are  un-  est  station,  where  a  chicken  can  be 
wholesome  and  unworthy,  and  that  got  for  eighteenpenco ;  but  with 
"roast  and  boiled"  are  the  sole  those  exceptions  a  chicken  is  now 
manners   of  preparation   worthy  of  worth  about  the  same  all  over  France: 
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and  the  same  may  bo  said,  in  sub-  people  fed  every  day,  the  cost  per 
stance,  of  every  other  article  of  food,  head  per  day  amounted  to  exactly 
The  towns  are  dearer  than  the  two  francs,  or  one  shilling  and 
country,  because  of  the  octroi  dues  sovenpence.  This  outlay  included 
which  are  levied  on  all  provisions  £7,  Cs.  lOd.  for  three  dinner-parties 
which  enter  them,  but  that  differ-  of  about  a  dozen  people  each, 
ence  can  be  allowed  for  with  toler-  During  the  same  period  the  cost  of 
able  exactness ;  and  it  may  be  esti-  the  wine  consumed  was  504  francs 
mated,  without  much  fear  of  error,  (£20,  8s.  2d.),  of  which  804  francs 
that  the  cost  of  food  in  France  is  were  for  ordinary  wine,  and  240 
now  about  10  per  cent  higher  in  francs  for  good  wine.  Meat,  in  all 
the  towns,  and  20  per  cent  higher  its  forms,  with  poultry,  represented 
in  Paris,  than  it  is  in  the  rural  (lis-  £30,  Is.  of  the  total,  and  consc- 
tricts.  Of  course  this  calculation  is  qucntly  came  to  £2,  6s.  8d.  per 
not  intended  to  apply  to  every  case ;  week,  which  gives  6s.  8d.  per  day, 
it  shows  only  a  general  mean,  but  or  8d.  per  head  for  each  of  the 
that  mean  is  near  enough  to  the  ten  people.  Bread  cost  £7,  Is.,  and 
reality  to  enable  us  to  work  upon  the  rest  was  spent  on  a  considerable 
it.  It  must,  however,  bo  added,  variety  of  objects,  as  is  proved  by 
that  during  the  last  few  years,  and  the  fact  that  the  cook's  book  con- 
especially  since  the  war,  prices  have  tains  an  average  of  sixteen  entries 
§one  up  enormously,  and  that  the  every  day.  That  was  the  cost ;  now 
gurcs  which  express  the  present  let  us  see  what  they  got  for  it 
cost  of  living  are  certainly  one-third  Coffee  and  bread  and  butter  be- 
higher  than  they  were  in  1855.  gan  the  day  at  eight  o'clock.  At 
With  these  explanations  before  us,  half-past  eleven  came  the  breakfast, 
let  us  take  a  middle-class  Paris  composed  of  two  dishes  of  moat, 
family,  living  reasonably  well,  wisely  one  of  vegetables,  cheese,  dessert, 
economical,  but  in  no  way  stingy,  and  coffee.  The  children  had  a 
and  let  us  see  how  its  account-book  small  eating  of  their  own  at  half- 
stands.  Tn  order  to  provide  fair  past  three,  made  up  of  bread  and 
ground  of  comparison  with  tho  out-  jam,  chocolate,  or  fruit     The  din- 

'    lay  of  an  English  household  of  cor-  ner   included    soup,   an  entree  and 

responding  rank,  the  example  chosen  a  roti,  vegetables,  sometimes  a  plat 

is  that  of  a  cheery  home,  which  in-  sucre,    cheese,    dessert,    coffee    and 

eludes  nine  people — three  big  ones,  liqueur?.   At  nine  came  tea  or  tilleul. 

three  little   ones  (who  eat  like  big  And  do  not  let  it  be  imagined  that 

ones),  and  three  servants.     It  should  all  this  was  simple  cookery ;  a  good 

bo   added  that   there   is   somebody  deal    of   it  was  so,   but   each  day 

to  dinner  nearly  every  day,  and  a  brought  out  at  least  one  plat  whicn 

regular  dinner-party  once  a-month,  required  experience  and  execution, 

and   that   the   service  is  performed  while  the  menus  of  tho  dinner-parties 

.    with  a  tolerable  amount  of  elegance,  were   little  gems  of  delicate  work- 

From  the   1st  September  to  80th  manship.     This  latter   part  of    tho 

November   1871   (ninety-one    days)  subject  is  perhaps  worthy  of  detailed 

that  family  expended  1801   francs,  analysis,  for  English  housewives  may, 

10  centimes  (£72,  0s.  10d.),  in  food  not  improbably,  bo  curious  to  know 

of  every  kind,  excluding  only  wine ;  how  much  a  Paris  dinner  costs  tho 

so  that  the  exact  average  per  week  giver.     In   the   case  before   us  the 

was    140    francs     (£5,    12s.)      As  servants    are    exceptionally    intelli- 

there   were,    including    friends,  ten  gent,    and    do    everything    without 
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orders  or  surveillance ;  the  mistress 
has  only  to  say  to  the  man,  u  So 
many  people  to  dinner  to-morrow; 
the  best  service ;  tell  Marie  to  bring 
me  her  ideas;"  and  when  the  cook 
has  submitted  her  "  ideas,"  and  the 
menu  is  settled,  the  lady  troubles 
her  head  no  more  about  it  Such 
a  privilege  is,  however,  somewhat 
rare ;  the  rule  on  these  occasions  is, 
that  mistresses  of  the  middle  class 
(it  would  be  useless  to  talk  of  the 
very  rich)  are  obliged  to  look  about 
themselves  a  little,  to  order  the 
dessert  and  to  arrange  the  flowers. 
The  programme  which  we  will  ex- 
amine was  for  ten  persons ;  every 
article  in  it,  excepting  the  dessert, 
was  executed  at  home  by  the  cook 
alone;  this  is  what  it  cost,  all  in- 
gredients included : — 


White  soup, 

Tunnv,  olive*,  and  radfehen, 
Fillets  of  sole,  a  In  Orly, 
10  caiUes  aii  uid, 
Timbale  Milanaise, 
Roast  fillet  of  beef, 
Salad, 
Green  pea*, 
Fried  cream, 
Cheese, 

Dessert  (composed  of  wondrous 
things  from  Bois6ier'e), 


£3    1  11 
Deduct   for   economy  on    the 
expenditure  of  the  follow- 
ing day,  in  consequence   of 
the  relics  left  in  hand, 
There  remains  for  the  cost  of 

the  eatables. 
Wine— 

1  bottle  of  Montraehct, 

2  bottles     of     Chapcllc     dc 
Cbambcrtin 

3  bottles  of  (iruaud  Larosc, 
3  bottles  of  Champagne, 
Coffee  and  liqueurs, 
Flowers, 

Candles  and  extra  fires, 
Additional  man  to  wait, 

Totul  cost  of  the  entertain- 
ment, .  .  £5    2    5 
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All  these  items  are  copied  textu- 


aHy  from  the  cook's  book,  excepting 
the  wine,  which  appears  at  its  ori- 
ginal cost  when  bottled  and  laid 
down  in  the  cellar  years  ago,  but 
which  now  represents  two  or  threo 
times  the  value  shown.  Two  of  the 
dishes  in  the  list  merit  explanation 
— the  cailles  au  nid  and  the  fried 
cream.  Each  quail,  when  cooked, 
is  ornamented  with  his  head,  tail, 
and  outspread  wings ;  he  is  then 
placed  on  his  "nest,"  which  is  formed 
of  the  bottom  of  an  artichoke,  and 
is  half  filled  with  simulated  eggs 
made  of  white  stuffing.  The  nests 
are  arrange^  in  a  circle  in  a  large 
round  dish,  and  bathe  in  a  dark 
brown  sauce.  A  prettier  combination 
to  look  upon,  or  a  pleasanter  one  to 
eat,  can  scarcely  be  desired.  Crime 
frite  consists  in  balls  of  hot,  liquid, 
creamy  custard  cased  in  a  diaph- 
anous golden  pellicale  of  frizzled 
batter ;  in  the  mouth  they  burst 
and  melt  with  a  result  that  is  fan- 
tastically delicious.  And  the  wages 
of  the  woman  who  created  these 
impossibilities  are  £19  a-yearl 

Two  questions  present  themselves 
here.  What  would  such  a  dinner 
have  cost  in  England,  if  indeed  it 
could  be  produced  here  at  all  in  any 
ordinary  house  ?  And  how  is  it  that 
French  peasant  girls,  at  £19  a-year, 
can  attain  the  talent  necessary  to 
achieve  so  admirable  a  success  for 
£2,  lis.  lid.?  The  first  of  these 
two  queries  may  be  left  to  get  an 
answer  for  itself;  the  second  takes 
us  into  a  new  element  of  tho  French 
food  question. 

It  is  evident  that  the  system 
which  prevails  in  France  could  not 
exist  at  all  if  the  genius  of  cookery 
were  not  naturally  implanted  in  the 
heads  and  fingers  of  the  class  of 
women  who  administer  the  kitchens. 
But  no  innate  predisposition  towards 
the  culinary  art  would  enable  a  Nor- 
mandy farm-girl,  who  has  spent  her 
youth    in    guarding    her    master's 
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geese    anil  turkeys,  to  make  fried  book,   which   she  devours  as  if  it 

cream.      Study,    manipulation,    and  were   an   exciting   novel;    thus  sho 

experience    are   needed   before    she  leaps    rapidly  into    a    rortton    bleu. 

can  reach  such  a  height  as  that ;  and  But    as     her    intelligence    develops 

how  is  she  to  acquire  them  If    She  down   goes  her  honesty ;    one  falls 

does  it  because  Providence  has  been  as  the  other  rises,  as  a  rule  at  least, 

pleased   to  make  her  imitative  and  so  that  the  best  cooks  are  generally 

laborious.    She  leaves  the  geese  when  the  greatest  thieves.     In  the  larger 

she  is  fourteen,  and  becomes  scrub  Paris  houses  many  of  them  regularly 

at   £3  a  -  year     under    the    village  overcharge  from  three  to  ten  francs 

notary's  wife ;  then  she  is  appointed  a-day,  according  to  their  own  ambi- 

platc-washcr  at  an  inn  in  the  neigh-  tion  and  the  size  of  the  cstablish- 

bouring  town  ;  she  rises  to  the  post  merit.      These  arc   not  the   women 

of  kitchen-maid,   and  in  that  eapa-  who   permit   people    to    subsist    on 

city  learns  to  pare  vegetables,   and  .£'5,  12s.  per  week:  that  result  can 

to  roast  a  little,  and   gets  her  first  only   be    attained,    either   with    an 

insight   into   serving.     At   two-ami-  exceptionally  honest   cook,    who  is 

twenty  she  has  saved  up  £5,  Jis.  (id.,  very  difficult  to  find,  or  by  constant 

and  with  that  she  starts  for  Paris,  verilication  from  the  mistress.    Men- 

u  where  she  has  a  cousin."      Here  cooks  are  worse  still :  most  of  them 

she  becomes  kitchen-maid  again,  but  coolly  tell   you  that  you  must  not 

in  a  decent  family,  where  things  are  expect  them  to  be  economical,  as  if 

nicely   done,    and  where   the    cook  the  thought  of  saving  their  master's 

knows    her    business.      From    that  money  were  beneath  their  dignity, 

moment   begins  her   education,   but  Still,  taking  France  as  a  whole,  por- 

instead  of   lasting  half  a   life-time,  ticularly   in   the   country,   ninoteen- 

and   of   being   contemptibly   incom-  twentieths  of  the  cooks  are  steady, 

plete  at  the  end  of  that  long  period,  honest  creatures,  who  add  the  pains- 

as  is  the  case  with  our  own  food-  taking  research  of  little  cheapnesses 

spoilers,    twelve   months    suffice   to  to  marked  ability  in  their  trade.     It 

enable    the    French    girl    to     cook  is   they   who    make    French    eating 

cleverly  for  her  own  account.     Then  what  it  is — a  compound  of  condensed 

she  shifts  her  place  once  more,  and  nutriment,   innumerable  tastes,   and 

gets  .£'1(1  a-year  in  a  quiet  family,  low   expenditure.     In   the    example 

where  the  mistress  looks  after  the  which   has    just   been    quoted,    the 

kitchen   herself,  and    gives   counsel  cook  is  a  good  faithful  servant,  who 

to   the   cook.      Most   French    ladies  takes  hearty  pride  in  all  the  rcduc- 

know  a  little  of   the  delicate  rules  tions  which  she  can  operate  in  tho 

which   regulate   the   preparation   of  weekly  outlay.     There  are  not  many 

food — in  theory,  at  all  events ;  some  such  in  Paris,  but  there  are  tens  of 

of   them    even    are    brilliant   execu-  thousands  of  them  in  the  provinces, 

tants   with    their   own   hands;     the  In    considering    the     sum     spent 

consequence  is,   that  the   new   cook  by  the  family  we  are  investigating, 

gets  all  the  advice  she  needs,  and,  it    must  be    remembered    that  the 

after  a  little  floundering,  begins  to  cost  of  each   individual  article  was 

utilise   the   power   of   listening   and  higher  than  that  of  the  same  object 

copying  which   the   French   possess  in    the    dearest   town   in    Kngland. 

in    so    singular    a    degree.     If    the  In    the   country   tho    same    feeding 

sacred  fire  of  her  art  really  dwells  could  be  achieved  for  one-fifth  less, 

within  her,  she  spends  her  evenings  or  £4,   l«»s.  per  week.     It  will  now 

in  profound  reading  of  her  cookery-  be  understood  tint  the  explanation 
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of  this  cheapness  of  total  result,  as  to  make  l>ouillon,  the  most  clcmen- 
com pared  with  us,  lies  solely  in  the  tary  and  exhausted  form  of  meat 
organisation  of  home  life  in  France,  which  can  possibly  be  quoted,  is 
and  in  the  system  of  the  cookery,  prepared  in  nine  different  ways :  it 
It  has  been  already  said  that  the  may  bo  served  cold,  en  vinaigrette — 
first  sources  of  economy  lie  in  the  that  is  to  say,  cut  into  slices,  with 
smallncss  of  the  quantities,  in  the  oil  and  vinegar,  mixed  up  with 
consequent  absence  of  waste,  in  anchovies  and  chopped  herbs ;  it 
careful  marketing,  and  in  the  util-  may  be  dressed  hot,  au  //rutin,  or 
isation  of  every  ounce  of  nutrition  minced,  en  boulcttis,  or  en  hachii*, 
contained  in  the  food.  To  these  the  three  latter  being  accompanied 
causes  must  be  added  the  immense  by  mushrooms,  and  by  a  future 
saving  which  is  realised,  in  com-  piqnante  or  tomatoes ;  or  it  may  be 
parison  with  ourselves,  in  the  feed-  done  d  la  jardiniere,  with  various 
ing  of  the  servants.  In  France  vegetables,  or  en  2>cr*illade,  or  with 
servants  eat  immediately  after  their  onions,  or  d  la  bourgeoise,  or  in  little 
masters  have  finished,  and  content  pies.  The  object  of  these  nine  ar- 
themselves  with  what  is  left.  If  rangements  is  to  give  back  a  flavour 
the  relics  arc  really  insufficient  for  to  the  fibre  which  has  lost  it  in  long 
their  appetites,  a  special  dish  of  some  boiling,  and  to  so  utilise  agreeably 
common  kind  is  added — lentils  and  a  tasteless  remnant.  The  nine  rc- 
baoon.  or  cheap  veal  or  mutton  and  suits  are  excellent,  but  habit  gen- 
white  haricots,  or  sausages  and  pease-  erally  prescribes  that  they  shall  be 
pudding.  Never  do  the  servants  employed  for  breakfast  only,  like 
touch  the  more  expensive  sorts  of  omelettes,  and  the  other  forms  of 
meat ;  poultry,  or  game,  or  sweet  egg,  which  arc  never  served  at  din- 
things  are  utterly  forbidden  to  ner.  This  illustration  is  but  one 
them:  all  that  may  remain  of  that  out  of  a  hundred  which  might  be 
kind  is  kept  for  next  day's  break-  given ;  and  if  it  does  not  suffice,  let 
fast.  And  yet  they  eat  as  much  as  it  be  remembered  that  the  first  cook- 
thcy  like,  without  stint  or  limit,  ery-book  we  open  will  tell  us  how 
By  the  association  of  these  various  to  make  one  hundred  and  ten  soups 
conditions,  a  family  of  ten  people  is  and  sixty  sauces  ;  how  to  dress  beef 
enabled  to  live  admirably  well  in  in  one  hundred  and  seventy  fashions, 
Paris — infinitely  better  than  its  veal  in  one  hundred  and  forty  man- 
equals  do  in  England — for  Is.  7d.  ners,  and  mutton  in  one  hundred 
per  head  per  day,  or  in  the  country  and  twenty,  without  counting  the 
for  about  Is.  3d.  interminablo  varieties  of  form,  taste, 
This  outlay  is  represented  by  a  and  colour  which  may  be  communi- 
variety  of  dishes  of  which  we  have  catcd  to  game,  poultry,  vegetables, 
no  conception ;  even  in  families  and  eggs.  Of  pastry,  puddings,  and 
who  carry  economy  farther  still,  sweet  entremets,  there  arc  more  than 
who  deprive  themselves  of  every  three  hundred  sorts.  And  let  it  be 
luxury,  who  cut  down  their  expen-  remembered  that  every  single  one. 
diture  to  one  shilling  per  head  per  of  these  thousand  dishes  has  its  own 
day,  the  forms  of  preparation  are  so  special,  individual,  proper  nature — 
multiplied  that  no  sense  of  same-  its  own  aroma,  which  must  be  so 
ness  is  produced  by  the  almost  daily  exactly  rendered  that  they  can  bo 
employment  of  the  same  cheap  instantly  recognised  and  appreciated 
viands.  To  take  the  most  ordinary  by  the  palate.  Not  more  than  one- 
example  :  the  beef  which  has  served  twentieth  of  the  preparations  which 
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compose  this  curious  list  are  really  the  other  peculiar  products  of  twenty 
used  in  daily  home  life :  many  of  the  other  places,  is  probably  somewhat 
compositions  described  in  the  4  Cui-  limited.  And,  more  than  all,  how 
sinier  Imperial '  and  its  fellow-  many  of  us  have  dined  at  the  Re- 
publications are  too  costly  and  too  serve  at  Marseille,  that  famous 
complicated  for  common  use ;  but  restaurant  on  the  Mediterranean- 
even  fifty  varieties  of  beef  and  mut-  shore,  where  the  brothers  Roubion 
ton,  and  other  ordinary  aliments,  have  acquired  immortal  fame? 
enable  a  French  household  to  change  There  is  but  one  word  in  English 
its  feeding  so  perpetually  that  the  which  describes  the  sensation  of  the 
same  dish  is  not  used  twice  in  a  traveller  who  eats  there  for  the  first 
fortnight  That  variety  is  not  un-  time — that  word  is  revelation, 
healthy,  that  "  kickshaws  "  do  not  New  truths  seem  to  be  imparted  to 
damage  digestion,  is  proved  by  the  you  as  you  swallow,  new  objects 
rarity  in  France  of  dyspepsia  and  other  and  new  theories  of  life  seem  to 
disorders  of  the  stomach :  the  light-  float  around  you,  strange  ideas  come 
ncss  of  the  bread,  the  relatively  to  you  across  the  sea ;  and  when  it 
moderate  eating  of  the  entire  popu-  all  is  over,  when  with  a  calm  cigar, 
lation,  may  partially  explain  this ;  your  legs  stretched  out,  you  silently 
but,  at  all  events,  the  fact  would  digest  and  think,  with  the  Chateau 
seem  to  indicate  that  the  whole  sys-  d'lf  and  the  flickering  waves  before 
tern  is  a  wise  one  hygienically.  you  in  the  moonlight,  you  gratefully 
The  rarer  products  of  French  cook-  thank  Providence  for  having  led 
cry  are  beyond  the  reach  of  the  you  there.  All  this  is  the  effect  of 
nation  as  a  whole;  daily  home  life  garlio,  which  works  upon  you  like 
knows  little  of  them,  but  yet  an  haschicsh.  You  began  your  dinner 
allusion  to  them  can  scarcely  be  with  Prcyres  and  oursins,  shell-fish 
omitted  in  an  examination  of  the  which  are  as  good  as  oysters,  and  with 
food  of  France.  It  is,  however,  in  them  you  drank  the  stony-flavoured 
their  local  rather  tlian  in  their  white  wine  which  grows  on  the 
general  character  that  they  present  rocks  at  Cassis,  half-way  to  Toulon, 
real  interest.  Everybody  has  dined  Then  you  took  a  soup  called  At/r- 
at Philippe's  and  the  Moulin  rids,  a  fascinating  mixture  of  creamy 
Rouge ;  everybody  has  eaten,  at  fish,  thin  bread,  and  ailloli,  a  puree 
least  once  in  his  life,  "  when  he  was  of  hot  garlic.  Then  came  red  mul- 
in  Paris,"  one  curious  dinner  of  lets,  en  papillotte,  the  woodcocks  of 
which  the  memory  dwells  within  the  sea.  Your  mouth  having  bo- 
him ;  when  he  made  acquaintance  come  somewhat  hot,  you  stopped  to 
with  a  luque  tV  ecrcrisse*%  and  a  cool  yourself  with  Koub ion's  Mu- 
mute  de  filets  tie  sole  a  la  VenitUnne,  slgny  of  1837,  stimulated  by  a  little 
and  a  Cromesgui  tie  tolaillc,  and  Poutarque,  a  preparation  of  fish 
eailles  en  came,  and  a  crcme  d  hi  eggs  far  superior  to  caviar.  Com- 
Bourbonnaise,  or  half-a-dozen  other  forted  and  strengthened  you  bojgan 
.amazing  compounds  with  similarly  again  on  fillets  of  duck,  into  which 
unintelligible  denominations.  But  the  essence  of  a  hundred  olives  from 
the  number  of  us  who  have  eaten  the  Crau  had  been  injected  by  simul- 
grillcd  Hoy  mis  at  Bordeaux,  or  cray-  taneous  stewing.  One  glass  of  La~ 
fish  out  of  the  Fontaine  de  Vauclusc,  tour  of  1854  materially  helped  you 
or  in  Lorraine,  or  calissons  at  Aix,  at  this  juncture.  Then  came  a 
or  tiolets  and  rose*  at  Grasse,  or  Chatcavlriand,  floating  in  a  remou- 
foies  de  canard  in  the  Perigord,  or  lade  of  which  one-half   was  ailloli 
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Again.  Here,  as  you  well  remember,  good  and  curious  as  the  feeding  is 
you  needed  three  more  glasses  of  in  some  respects,  Provence  is  terri- 
that  Latour.  Vegetables  you  re-  bly  incomplete  ;  as  there  is  no  grass 
fused,  you  had  had  enough  ;  but  there  are  no  cows,  and  consequent- 
you  toyed  a  little  with  an  unknown  ly  no  fresh  milk  or  butter,  excepting 
soft  cake  soaked  in  syrup  of  Kirsch  what  the  goats  give.  Again,  all 
assisted  by  un-iced  dry  champagne,  roasting  is  performed  there  before 
{RoussillofC  s  carte  cTor).  Finally,  brushwood  fires,  whose  smoke  lends 
you  got  to  your  hotel  to  bed,  and  a  most  nasty  flavour  to  the  meat, 
tossed  about  all  night  in  a  red-hot  just  as  the  wine-skins  in  Spain 
fever.  In  your  fitful  sleep  you  make  their  contents  taste  of  resin, 
dreamt  that  you  were  Monte  Christo ;  and  as  English  coal  gives  a  special 
and  you  felt  frightfully  ill  next  odour  to  our  own  roast-beef,  which 
morning ;  that  was  garlic  again  :  the  is  instantly  detected  by  the  unac- 
people  of  the  country  told  you,  customed  tongues  of  foreigners.  In 
however,  that  you  would  become  the  Bordelais  the  food  is  exeel- 
accustomed  to  it  after  four  or  five  lent ;  garlic  is  relatively  rare,  even 
years  of  patient  practice.  "  The  amongst  the  peasantry ;  poultry  is 
sea  hath  its  pearls,  the  heaven  hath  abundant,  and  the  fruit  superb  ;  the 
its  stars;"  England  has  Richmond  nectarines  particularly,  are  perhaps 
and  Greenwich  ;  Franco  has  the  Pa-  the  finest  in  the  world.  The  figs, 
villion  Henri  Quatre  at  St  Germain,  however,  arc  less  perfect  than  the 
and  the  Reserve  at  Marseille,  little  green  ones  which  grow  in  the 
Maids  of  honour  and  whitebait,  mistral  of  arid  Provence,  especially 
however,  do  not  reach  the  height  of  for  drying,  but  they  have  merit ; 
the  jilt  t  Dearnaue  in  Scine-et-Oise,  and  as  for  ortolans,  Gascony  may  be 
or  of  the  ailloli  in  the  Bouches  du  called  their  autumn  home.  In 
Rhone :  they  are  certainly  the  pearls  Brittany  the  eating  offers  no  kind 
and  stars  of  lofty  eating.  If  you  of  special  type,  excepting  for  pcoplo 
doubt  it,  try.  The  white  fish  on  who  delight  in  buckwheat  bread, 
Lake  Superior,  the  prawns  who  get  which  is  the  only  local  product 
fat  on  the  dead  negroes  who  are  In  the  north  -  eastern  provinces 
buried  in  the  sea  at  Rio  Janeiro,  the  everybody  is  well  fed;  but,  except- 
canvas-backs  in  October  at  Balti-  ing  the  general  use  of  biaqve  and  of 
more,  are  all  sweet  to  eat  and  to  re-  beurre  ctecrcvisses,  which  is  render- 
collect,  but  they  are  pale  indeed  by  ed  possible  by  the  singular  abund- 
the  side  of  ailloli.  ance  of  crayfish  in  every  rivulet, 
The  Reserve  is,  however,  after  all,  there  is  no  indigenous  specialty. 
only  the  complctest  expression  of  The  wise  employment  of  herbs  and 
the  cookery  of  the  whole  district ;  of  tisanes  is  universal.  It  belongs 
all  Provence  feeds  on  garlic  :  the  to  no  province  and  to  no  depart- 
annual  garlic  fair  is  the  great  event  ment  in  particular  ;  it  is  everywhere 
of  (he  year  in  the  villages  which  throughout  the  land.  No  salad  is 
have  the  glory  to  receive  it  And  complete  without  its  fourniture 
the  old  kingdom  of  Reno  d'Anjou  which  consists  of  chervil,  pimper- 
grows  its  own  truffles  too,  and  has  nel,  tarragon,  and  chives,  all  dain- 
red-legged  patridges,  and  quantities  tily  chopped  up,  so  that  their  subtle 
of  trout  in  'the  affluents  of  the  Du-  perfumes  shall  pervade  the  leaves  of 
ranee,  and  grives  which  really  are  Romaine  or  of  lettuce.  Scarcely  a 
most  wonderful  in  the  winter  when  sauce  is  possible  without  its  "  bou- 
the  juniper-berries  are  ripe.     But,  quet,"  which  results  from  the  distil- 
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lations  of  a  little  bunch  of  para-  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  meat  in 
ley,  thyme,  and  laurel.  The  water  its  various  forms.  The  inequalities  of 
in  which  fish  is  boiled  is  prepared  consumption  are  singularly  marked 
beforehand  by  decocting  the  same  between  dilfcrcnt  towns.  Each  in- 
hcrhriin.it.  As  for  (iMnes,  their  name  habitant  of  Paris  pays  for  130  lb. 
is  legion ;  and  though  they  are  for  of  butcher's  meat  every  year  (beef, 
the  most  part  rather  medicinal  than  mutton,  veal,  and  lamb) ;  but  at  Le 
nutritive,  they  occupy  a  sufficiently  Mans,  the  rate  per  head  falls  to  60 
important  place  in  the  economy  of  lb.  Kenncs  and  Rhcims  are  the 
French  home  life  to  merit  mention  only  two  places  which  reach  nearly 
here.  The  first  and  most  notable  of  to  the  Paris  figure ;  all  the  other 
them  all  is  tilleul^  made  of  the  dried  large  towns  lie  between  the  two  ex- 
iiower  and  young  leaves  of  lime-  tremes.  Of  pork,  in  its  many  forms, 
trees  ;  then  come  marsh-mallow,  Chalons  cats  the  most,  for  it  takes 
violets,  apple,  cherrj'-stalks,  orange-  35  lb.  per  head  ;  Paris  consumes 
flowers,  tncilagc,  camomile,  ash-  22  lb. ;  while  Bordeaux  uses  only 
leaves,  arnica,  luclissc,  verbena,  5  lb.  In  liquids  the  differences  are 
fennel,  erysimum,  valerian,  white  almost  greater.  Each  Parisian  ab- 
stinging  nettle,  ivy,  absinthe,  hop-  sorbs  113  quarts  of  wine,  13  of  beer, 
blossoms,  and  twenty  others.  Each  2  of  cider,  and  12  of  brandy  -/while 
substance  possesses  a  special  merit  Lille  employs  18  quarts  of  wine, 
of  its  own,  and  produces  a  particular  153  of  beer,  12  of  brandy,  and  no 
effect.  Some  are  stimulating,  some  cider.  Rennes,  on  the  contrary,  needs 
are  soothing,  some  aid  digestion,  400  quarts  of  cider  per  inhabitant, 
others  bring  about  the  most  odd  re-  and  21  of  wine.  At  Koucn,  the  aver- 
sults  by  their  action  on  our  organs,  age  swallowing  of  brandy  reaches 
one  or  two  induce  sweet  sleep  and  45  quarts  per  annum  for  each 
abundant  perspiration.  In  every  man,  woman,  and  child.  But  these 
house  in  France  a  stock  is  kept  figures,  though  they  show  us  what 
of  these  various  ingredients,  ready  the  urban  populations  use,  give  no 
dried  ;  when  wanted,  a  little  hand-  idea  whatever  of  the  average  con- 
ful  is  thrown  into  a  teapot,  boiling  sumption  of  the  whole  country,  par- 
water  is  poured  over  it,  and  in  three  ticularly  in  meat.  Exact  returns 
minutes  the  gentle  remedy  is  pre-  can  only  be  obtained  from  towns 
pared.  ft  is  almost  pleasant  to  where  the  octroi  is  enforced,  and 
be  ill  in  France,  in  order  to  make  where,  consequently,  a  precise  ac- 
acquaintancc  with  such  agreeable  count  is  kept  of  everything  which 
physic.  The  variety  of  substances  goes  in  or  out.  But  when  it  is 
in  common  use  is  so  considerable,  remembered  that  the  towns  contain 
that  it  implies  an  extent  of  know-  only  seven  millions  out  of  the  thirty- 
ledge  of  herbs  and  simples  beyond  seven  millions  who  people  France, 
what  we  have  an}*  idea  of  here.  This  we  sec  at  once  how  valueless  these 
knowledge  is  insensibly  acquired  in  figures  arc  as  a  general  guide.  The 
early  childhood  from  constant  con-  mass  of  the  rural  population,  which 
tact  and  from  constant  use.  Every  includes  about  three-quarters  of  the 
French  girl  of  ten  years  old  knows  nation,  docs  not  eat  butcher-meat 
what  is  the  right  limine  to  adminis-  more  than  once  a  week,  and  even 
ter  in  a  given  case ;  she  gives  it  to  pork  is  an  article  of  luxury.  The 
her  dolls  for  practice.  consequence  is,  that  the  official 
But  if  tisanes  are  universally  and  returns  indicate,  as  has  been  al- 
equally  employed  all  over  France,  ready  said,  an  average  consumption, 
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ti^^^xighout  the  eighty-nine  Depart-  better ;  wliile  they  spend  much  less 
t&e*xt;s  (this  was  reckoned  up  before  than  we  do,  and  have  vastly  more 
&^   war),  of  only  45  lb.  of  all  kinds  agreeable  eating.     What  is  the  rea- 
&    iiieat  per  head,  pork  included —  son  of  this  difference  ?    It  cannot  be 
*^vch  is   less   than  a  third  of  the  attributed  to  climate,  for  the  whole 
^*-Yis   rate.       Each    Londoner    oats  north  of  France  is  as  wet,  cold,  and 
^  1  lb.   of  meat  per  annum,  which  uncomfortable  as  any  district  we  can 
i*  o9  lb.    more  than    the  Parisian  show.     Neither  is  it  explainable  by 
asks  for ;  but  the  latter  claims  400  special  physical  necessities  on  cither 
lb.    of    bread,    while    the    former  part  which  call  for  a  particular  type 
contents   himself  with  330.     Paris  of  food.     The  only  cause  which  we 
shows,   therefore,   an   excess   of   70  can  assign  for  it  on  the  French  side 
lb.  in    this    item.       In   vegetables,  is   that  undefinnble,    motherless  in- 
Paris  has  a  greater  advantage  still :  fluencc,  known   as   national   peculi- 
each   of    its    inhabitants    consumes  arity,  the  most  untraceable   of  the 
300    lb.    of    them    against    141    in  great  springs  of  modern  life.     Who 
London.     Also  in  butter,  milk,  and  can  pretend   to  determine   how  na- 
fruit,    Paris     is    ahead    of    us    in  tional  peculiarities  arise  ?    And  even 
varying    proportions.      In    Prussia,  if  we  limit  our  consideration  of  them 
Spain,    the   German    Duchies,    Hoi-  to  this  one  point  of  the  composition 
land,   Belgium,  and  Italy,   still  less  of  the  food  of  France,  who  can  tell 
meat  is  eaten  than   in  France ;   in  us  why  or  how  it  has  grown  to  be 
Southern    Germany,    however,    the  what    it    is  ?      The  handiness    and 
quantity  per  head  is  rather  greater,  cleverness  of  the  people  in  all  culi- 
If  we  admit  that  Paris  and  Lon-  nary  matters  arc  but  a  national  pe- 
don  may  be  taken  as  fair  points  of  culiarity  after  all.     It  is  useless  to 
comparison     between     France    and  refer  to  them  foY  an  explanation,  for 
England,    these    details,    incomplete  they   simply   throw    us   back    once 
and  insufficient  as  they  are,  suffice  more   on  to   the   original   difficulty. 
to     prove    that    the    average    total  Poverty   and   thrift   do  not  help  us 
weight   of   food   of   all    kinds    con-  either,  for  other  nations  besides  the 
sumed  per  head  across  the  Channel  French  are  poor  and  thrifty  without 
is   higher  than  we  attain  ourselves,  attaining  their  consummate  skill  in 
It  is  not  made  up  in  the  same  way —  cooking.     All  that  we   can   say  is, 
there  is  more  meat  here,  more  bread  that  the  home  ability  of  the  French, 
and  vegetables  there ;  but  it  may  be  their  singular  household   craft,  are 
said  with  certainty  that  any  differ-  appanages  of  their  race ;  they  have 
ence  of   nutritive  value  which  may  them  because  they  have  them,  bc- 
rcsult  from  this  difference  of  com-  cause  Providence   has  so  willed  it, 
position  is  more  than  compensated,  just  as  the  English  possess  the  spc- 
not  only  by  the  extra  quantities  of  cialty   of    hashed    mutton,    and    of 
other  food  than  meat,  but  also  by  never  going    out    without    an    um- 
the  form  of  cookery  adopted  by  our  brella,     But,  however  hidden  be  the 
neighbours,  which,  as  has  been  in-  first  origins  of  their  present  ways, 
stated  upon  tliroughout  this  article,  we  are  able  to  indicate  with  approxi- 
leaves   in   the   food  every  grain    of  mate  precision  the  actual  elements 
nourishment    which     it     originally  of  their  dining  power;   if  wo  can- 
possessed,  not  define  its  primary  causes,  at  all 
It  is   therefore    perfectly  reason-  events  we  can  detect  its  immediate 
able  to  assert  that  the  French  arc  at  agents.       These      elements,      these 
I  oast  as  well  fed  as  we  are,  if  not  agents,  have  already  been  referred  to 
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at  the  commencement  of  this  article ;  out  for  her  own  brother,  it  is  reason- 
but  now  that  we  have  gone  through  able  to  conclude  that  it  represented  , 
the  consequences  and  the  effects  a  high  average,  and  that  the  nation, 
which  they  bring  about,  wo  may,  as  a  whole,  was  far  away  behind  it 
with  much  utility,  return  to  the  It  was  during  the  Regency  that  real 
point  we  started  from,  and  try  to  cookery  may  be  said  to  have  first 
sec  not  only  what  we  can  learn,  but,  been  introduced,  but  its  action  was 
even  more,  what  we  can  apply.  then  limited  to  the  upper  classes 
So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  judge  only,  and  to  the  relatively  short 
from  the  meagre  details  contained  in  supply  of  materials,  especially  in 
the  old  chronicles  of  French  homo  fruit  and  vegetables,  which  the  mar- 
life,  the  system  of  feeding  now  in  kcts  offered.  As  the  cultivation  of 
use  does  not  seem  to  have  begun  to  roots  and  of  leguminous  food  ex- 
assume  its  form  until  about  a  hun-  tended,  the  range  of  kitchen  action 
drcd  years  ago ;  the  accumulated  extended  too ;  but,  when  we  remera- 
contributions  of  three  or  four  gen-  bcr  that  it  was  not  till  about  1790 
crations  have  sufficed  to  carry  it  to  that  even  potatoes  began  to  be  seri- 
the  perfection  which  it  now  pre-  ously  grown  in  France  as  an  article 
sents.  One  example  will  bo  enough  of  food,  it  becomes  evident  that  the 
to  show  that,  at  the  end  of  the  employment  of  garden-produce  on  a 
seventeenth  century,  eating  had  in  large  scale  is  quite  a  modern  feature 
no  way  reached,  even  in  the  best  in  the  composition  of  French  eating. 
houses,  the  character  which  it  has  The  use  of  vegetables,  dried  and  fresh, 
acquired  since.  In  1 078  Madame  fibrous  and  farinaceous,  has  gone  on 
do  Maintcnon  wrote  a  letter  to  her  spreading  until  it  has  carried  their 
brother,  who  had  just  been  married,  consumption  to  nearly  half  the  total 
to  tell  him  how  to  live.  After  weight  of  food  employed.  The 
strictly  limiting  him  to  an  outlay  of  change  in  the  details  and  rosults  of 
fourteen  francs  per  day  (including  cooking  have  been  proportionately 
wine,  wood,  and  candle)  for  his  great,  the  entire  system  having  been 
wife,  himself,  and  ten  servants,  sho  built  up  slowly  to  its  present  shape, 
goes  on  to  describe  his  menu.  She  with  the  successive  aid  of  each  new 
says :  "  You  will  have  a  soup,  with  alimentary  substance  which  time  has 
a  chicken  in  it,  and  you  will  have  all  added  to  the  list.  Concurrently 
the  bouilli  served  together  in  a  large  with  the  invention  and  tho  develop- 
dish  ;  it  is  admirable  in  that  sort  of  ment  of  new  products  tho  science  of 
disorder.  You  can  have  sausages  one  their  uses  has  budded  out ;  tho  en- 
day,  veal  another,  or  sheep's  tongue,  tire  question  has  gradually  marched 
or  a  leg  of  mutton,  or  a  shoulder,  ahead,  materially  and  artistically, 
or  two  chickens.  I  forgot  your  throughout  all  France,  stimulated 
breakfast,  which  is  a  cajion  or  any-  by  growing  needs,  guided  by  pro- 
thing  else,  and  a  compote  of  pears  grossing  education.-  This  much,  at 
or  apples."  There  is  no  mention  of  all  events,  we  can  see  and  prove ; 
any  cookery  hero — it  is  all  rough  where  we  fail  to  find  any  explana- 
mcat;  no  allusion  is  made  to  vege-  tion  is  in  tho  mystery  of  the  start- 
tables,  which  have  since  become  so  ing-point :  it  is  there  that  we  are 
essential  a  basis  of  nourishment  in  obliged  to  content  ourselves  with 
France.  If  this  were  tho  feeding  the  vague  unsatisfactory  answer  of 
which  the  Comte  d'Aubigne  found  "national  peculiarities."  But  if 
sufficient,  if  this  were  the  programme  we  arc  unable  to  suggest  why  it  is 
which  the  King's  mistress  sketched  that  the  French  can  cook,  and  can 
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go  on  discovering    fresh  forms  of  real   difficulties   were    suppressed  — 

cookery,  adding  still  more  dishes  to  that  the  whole  people,  with  one  Voice, 

their  prodigious  catalogue,  or  why  called    out    for    soup    and    stews, 

they  have  learnt  to  utilise  so  many  and  refused  to  go  on   with  boiled 

articles  which  we   neglect,  so  that  and  baked — where  are  we  to  find 

every  trifle  which  falls  within  their  the  women  to  whose  hands  wo  could 

grasp  is  made  to  serve  a  purpose,  at  intrust  the  realisation  of  tho  wish  ? 

least  wo  can  clearly  recognise  what  The  same  law  of  national  peculiari- 

they  use,  and  how  they  use  it.     They  ties  which  has  rendered  it  possible 

have    not    kept    their    cunning    to  for  the  French  to  create  their  system 

themselves ;    they    have    published  forbids  us  thus  far  to  copy  thorn. 

it  to  the  world  by  example  and  by  There,    everybody    knows    how    to 

precept,  inviting  and  enabling  every-  cook,  or  can  learn  to  do  so  rapidly : 

body  to  follow  in  their  track.  here,  the  genius  of  kitchen-work  is 

Can   we   follow   them  ?     Can  we,  absent ;  we  are  born  without  it,  and 

by  degrees,  adopt  in  England  tho  wc  do  not  grow  to  it  in  after-life, 

system  which  has  been  worked  out  "What  can  be  more  deplorable  than 

across  the  Channel  ?    Cun  wc  attain  the  helpless  ignorance  on  tho  sub- 

our    neighbour's  faculty  of    eating  jeet  which  is  shown  by  the  wives 

cheaply,    variedly,    nutritively,    and  and    daughters   of    our    workmen? 

agreeably  t    That  we  can  do  so  par-  what  can  be  more  idiotic  than  the 

1  xaliy  is  probable,  if  not  certain.    Our  resolute  refusal  of  all  servants  who 

upper  strata   are  already  trying  it  are  not  cooks  to  learn  what  cooking 

lamely  and  insufficiently,  but  with  is?    Their    repulsion    is  so  deeply 

good  will  and  satisfaction ;  their  pro-  rooted,    it    is    so  inherent  in   their 

gress  Ui us  far  has  been  slow  and  in-  blood,  that  the  English  nurse-maids 

complete.     What  they  call  "  French  who  live  in  France  invariably  refuse 

dishes"  are  not  yet  French  in  the  to  take  even  a  passing  lesson  from 

real  meaning  of  the  word  ;  they  are  what  is  going  on  around  them ;  they 

imitations,    not   originals.     But    wc  like  the  feeding  infinitely  better  than 

are  getting  on,  and  some  of  us  may  what  they  get  at  home,  but  they  will 

finish   by   acquiring    the   purity   of  not  condescend  to  study  its  production 

taste,  the  delicacy  of  palate,  the  long  so  as  to  be  able  to  carry  knowledge 

habit  of  comparison,  which   permit  back   with    them   on   their    return. 

the  eater  to  judge  whether  the  cook  Any  serious  transformation  of  our 

has  correctly  and  critically  done  her  system  is  quite  hopeless,  so  long  as 

duty.     But  is  it  to  be  expected  that  this  fundamental  difficulty  continues 

the  entire  nation  can  be  led  to  mo-  to  exist.     The  richer  and  better  edu- 

dify   its    habits    and  to  adopt   the  rated  amongst  us  may  strugglo  after 

principles    which    regulate    French  change ;  they  may  even  ctl'ect  it  to 

feeding  ?     To  this  question  the   an-  some  extent ;  but  the  tradespeople, 

r>wer  can  scarcely  be  affirmative  at  and  the  populace,  and  tho  peasants 

{'resent.     Even   if    our  middle   and  will  go  on  as  they  are,  until   their 

lower  classes  could  vanquish  their  women   are    lifted   up   to  a  higher 

iJeeply-rooted  prejudices,  and  could  appreciation   of   their  homo  duties, 

by  led  to  sec  and  own  that  tho  first  and   of    the   infinite  importance  of 

law  of  dressing  food  is  so  to  treat  it  food    as    a  domestic    influence    for 

that  it  shall  retain  the  entire  power  good.     Let  them  keep  their  tea  and 

of  nutrition  which  nature  gave  it,  beer :  cider  and  light  wine3  are  not 

where  are  we  to  get    the    cooks?  fitted   to  their  temperaments,  and, 

Even  supposing  that  all  the  theorct-  so  far  as  liquids  are  concerned,  our 
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habits  may  perhaps  be  suited  to  our  not  incapable  of  the  attempt ;  surely 

climate ;   but  can   wo  not  discover  we  cannot  all  be  so  blinded  by  pre- 

and    supply    some    really    effective  judice  and  stupid  custom  that  none 

remedy  to  their  actual  indifference  of  us  will  consent  to  copy  what  the 

about  the  solid  portion  of  their  cat-  French  do  so  vastly  better  than  our- 

ing  ?     In  this  country  of  public  meet-  selves. 

ings  and  public  charity,  where  every-  If  we  need  additional  encourage- 
body  subscribes  his  mite  to  aggregate  merit,  if  purely  material  advantages 
philanthropy,  could  we  not  csUb-  do  not  suffice  to  tempt  us  to  modify 
lish  cooking-shows,  with  prizes  for  our  doings,  let  us  look  back  to 
the  most  proficient  ?  It  would  be  very  France  once  more  and  see  what 
easy  to  draw  up  a  first  programme,  moral  results  we  could  possibly  ex- 
descriptive  of  a  dozen  dishes — of  tract  from  an  adoption  of  its  ways. 
the  simplest  kind,  of  course  but  in-  There  we  see  a  race  each  family  of 
volving  the  employment  of  various  which  seeks  its  pleasures  together 
cheap  ingredients,  and  especially  of  as  a  rule,  where  the  home  tie  is  not 
herbs  and  vegetables.  The  matter  enfeebled  by  the  attraction  of  the 
should  be  regarded  solely  in  its  ap-  wine-shop,  where  mutual  affection 
plication  to  the  poor ;  it  must  be  softens  the  roughness  of  uneducated 
dealt  with  at  the  bottom — the  rich  minds.  Is  it  not  fair  to  attribute 
can  got  along  alone.  The  effort  some  part  of  this  indoor  cohesion 
should  be  one  of  direct  teaching  to  the  effect  of  meals?  If  a  good 
rather  than  of  example,  for  the  sim-  dinner  constitutes  an  indisputable 
pie  reason  that  such  examples  as  attraction  to  ourselves,  why  should 
exist  are  hidden  away  out  of  sight  it  not  produce  the  same  action  on 
in  our  dining-rooms,  where  the  poor  our  poorer  brothers  ?  It  does  in 
cannot  contemplate  them.  Some  France.  The  French  peasant  stops 
such  plan  as  this  is  probably  the  at  home  for  it  just  as  we  do,  because 
only  one  which  would  oiler  any  he  likes  it,  because  home  gives  him 
prospect  of  success,  and  an  entire  more  and  better  than  ho  can  find 
generation  would  doubtless  have  to  elsewhere ;  because  being  together, 
pass  away  before  the  effort  could  young  and  old,  they  laugh,  and  so 
produce  its  entire  fruit.  Still  the  grow  to  regard  eating  as  a  motive 
result  would  be  so  excellent  that  of  union,  as  a  time  for  chccTine8f•. 
both  time  and  effort  would  be  well  This  aspect  of  the  subject  has  al- 
employcd.  Our  girls  in  country-  ready  been  alluded  to,  but  it  merits 
houses,  the  wives  and  daughters  of  a  second  mention  now,  for  it  sup- 
our  parsons,  could  scarcely  use  their  plies  extremely  important  argu- 
idle  hours  more  usefully  than  in  ments ;  not  that  joy  at  dinner  is  an 
stimulating  such  a  movement.  There  exclusive  property  of  the  French — 
would  be  a  practical  reality  about  it  we  have  it  too  to  some  extent  and 
which  would  please  unimaginative  under  certain  conditions — but  bc- 
naturcs,  while  the  more  dreamy  of  cause  with  them  it  is  a  national 
us  would  be  attracted  by  the  pretty  feature,  consequent  not  only  on 
theory  of  regeneration  of  national  their  temperament,  but  also  on  their 
taste.  Everybody  would  find  some  wise  views  of  the  function  which 
kind  of  satisfaction  in  such  a  work,  they  are  discharging,  and  on  the 
especially  the  ploughman  husband  agreeable  shape  they  give  to  it. 
and  the  blacksmith  brother  when  We  need  not  despair  of  some  day 
they  came  home  to  supper.  Surely  reaching  the  same  end,  by  em- 
it is  worth   trying ;   surely  we  are  ploying  the  same  means,  any  more 
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than  the  French  should  doubt  nise  and  so  cordially  practise,  that 
of  acquiring  our  solidity  of  char-  no  indoor  detail  is  beneath  a  woman's 
acter  if  they  would  but  recognise  care ;  it  further  develops  in  them  the 
the  value  of  fixed  principles,  and  handiness,  the  adroit  fingering  which 
resolutely  set  to  work  to  believe  in  have  become  distinctive  of  the  mo- 
something  —  God,  king,  or  each  dern  Frenchwoman.  Such  results  as 
other.  Their  economy  in  the  kit-  these  are  well  worth  working  for; 
chen  is  another  enviable  quality,  for*  and  though  there  are  exceptions 
it  shows  us  how  calculating  pru-  amongst  our  neighbours,  though  they 
dence  can  be  applied  without  entail-  sometimes  have  as  wretched  homes 
ing  the  too  distinct  sentiment  of  as  we  can  show,  the  rule  incontest- 
privation ;  how  cheapness  and  satis-  ably  is,  that  their  working  classes 
faction  can  bo  combined ;  how  a  know  no  misery  like  ours.  Their 
useful  lesson  can  be  enforced  each  system  of  eating  enters  for  a  large 
day  without  assuming  the  form  of  part  into  the  explanation  of  this, 
punishment     In   England   economy  fact. 

is  almost  always  nasty;,  in  France        The  association    of    these    moral 

it  frequently  assumes  a    character  consequences  with    most  attractive 

so  subtle  and  artistic,  that  it  loses  material  satisfaction  gives  to  French 

its  repulsive  physiognomy,  and  in-  eating  a  special  place  in  actual  civi- 

deed  sometimes  acquires  a  sort  of  lisation.     Progress  may  improve  it 

charm,  in  consequence  of  the  infi-  to  a  still  higher  form,  other  nations 

nitc  skill  with  which  it  is  adminis-  may  grow  to  it  hereafter;   but,  in 

tered,  and  of  the  admiration  which  the  present  condition  of  the  world, 

that  skill  provokes.     A  third  result  nothing  equal  to  it  can   be   found 

of    the   French    system  is    that    it  elsewhere;   and  it   has   the  admir- 

necessitates,  or  at  all  events  insen-  able  character  of  being  in  no  way 

sibly  produces,  an  almost  universal  the  privilege  of  a  class:   it  is  the 

]>owcr  of  home  usefulness  amongst  common  property  of  the  entire  peo- 

the  women.     It  expands  their  role  pie;  it  can  be  appreciated  and  ap- 

in  life,  it  creates  for  them  a  special  plied  by  all,  from  top  to  bottom  of 

duty,  it  teaches  them  that  wise  truth  the  scale.     The  one  condition  of  its. 

which  most  of  them  so  clearly  recog-  use  is  to  wish  to  use  it. 
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A    CENTl'HY    OK    (ITfFAT    POETS,    FKOM    lTSO    DOWNWARDS. 

NO.    V. — ROBLKT    RU1INS. 

An.  lives   arc   tragedies:    and   it  lias  never  ceased  to  dwell  upon  this 
may  be  that  those   that   seem    the  vrarp  in  bis  nature  and  stain  on  bis 
bitterest  nnd  darkest  take  their  in-  life.     The  reticences  with  which  rc- 
tenser  shades  chiefly  frcm  the  fact  lations  and  friends  have  surrounded 
that  adventitious  circumstances  have  the   name   of   Coleridge,   havo  been 
brought   them   more  vividly  before  contemptuously  thrown  to  the  winds 
the  eyes  of  the  world.     Such  a  rea-  in  the  case  of  the  ploughman-poet. 
«on  might  at  least  hold  good  as  an  Whose  feelings  were  to  be  consider- 
explanation  of  the  supremely  tragic  ed   among  a  race  of  small  farmers 
character  of  the  lives  of  poet*.     Of  and  tradesmen,  too  much  honoured 
Jill  wc  have  yet  ventured  to  touch  by  incurring  even  the  censure  of  the 
in  this  scries,  "Wordsworth  alone  has  great  world  V  Such  small  personage*, 
purRucd  his  life  to  a  calm  and   or-  it  is  well  understood,  must  stomach 
dinary   conclusion,  without  passing  the  reproach  as  they  ma}'.     There- 
through the  heaviest  clouds  that  can  fnre   every   man   has   had   his   fling 
overshadow    humanity.      With    the  and  said  his  say  about  Burns.     The 
others  the  passage   has  been  bitter  j.»rtatn ess  of  the  poet  has  given   in 
,is  sorrow  and  sulfering  could  make  many  cases  but  a  reason  at  once  and 
■  t;  and  not  only  sorrow  and  suiFer-  an  excuse  for  raking  up  all  the  fob 
ing—  that  which   gives    its    deepest  lies  of  the  ploughboy,  and  showing 
pang  to  pain,  and  its  bitterest  pros-  the  gaugcr  in  his  cups.     Poor  devil ! 
Iration  to  ruin,  moral  weakness  and  as  it  was  a  line  fate  for  him  to  amuse 
wrong-doing    lias    woven    itself    in  bis  betters  at  their  feasts  while  he 
with   these   typical  lives   in   an    in-  lived,  so  it  was  a  lino  fate  for  him 
•^•parable  thread  of  darkness.     The  when  he  was  dead  to  furnish  them 
splendour  of  the  gifts  with  which  it  with  a  moral  and  gratify  the  coin- 
is  combined  makes  this  gloomy  weft  plaisancc  of  his  superiors.     And  this 
only  the  more  apparent ;  and  through  impertinent    folly — most    impudent, 
nil  the  brightness  and  nobleness  of  moM    foolish,    despite    tho    protest* 
the  web  it  runs  its  darkling  pattern,  of    l,ockh::rt  and   Wilson   and  Cnr- 
,ts   intricate   design,    impairing    the  lyb*   -  has    survived    even    to    thi.; 
beauty,  diminishing    the    greatness,  day.     Perhaps    no    one  now   would 
yet  adding  a  sorrowful  human  mean-  venture  to  speak   of   him  with   the 
ing,  which  touches  while  it  humbles  uU'ability   and    condescension  which 
every  spectator.     And  in  no  life  of  all,  or  almost  all,  of  bis  c on  tempore - 
f.-cnius  has  this  fatal  darkness  been  ries  considered  themselves  justified 
more   apparent   than   in  the  life  of    in   employing.     Hut  still,    the  facts 
Hums.     Circumstances   have   set  it  that   he  was  a   ploughman  and   un 
before  the  world  in  such  prominence  exciseman,    and   was    of    dissipated 
{hat  to   many   it    seems    the    chief  habits,  are  much  more  prominent  in 
ihing   notable,  the   first  memory  at-  bis  career  to  the  general  cj'e,  cspe- 
;  ached  to   his    name.     Three    parts    cially  out  of  Scotland,  than  arc  the 
of   a  century  have  passed  since   in    nobler  facts  of  his  work  and  char- 
premature  gloom   and    lurid    splen-    actor.       Tn      Scotland,    fortunately, 
dour  the  sun  went  down  for  him  at     thanks  to  the  national  fire  which  he 
fioonday;  and  since  then  the  world    perhaps  was  the  first  to  raise  again 
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out  of  its  embers,  after  all  the  dc-  Poet  bred  in  an  intellectual  hothouse 
pression  and  discouragement  of  the  and  trained  for  a  special  work,  would 
seventeenth    century,    there    exists  have  either  heart  or  ability  for  it. 
such  a  warmth   of   feeling   on   this  The   chances   are,   according  to  the 
subject,  that   ho  who  would  touch  perversity   of  human  nature,   either 
our  poet  rudely  may  well  bethink  that  the  singer   chosen  for  such  a 
himself  of  our  national  motto  before  process  would  turn  out  incapable,  or 
he  makes  the  venture,  and  rcmem-  that  his  mind  would   choose   tome 
her  the   thistle's  sharp  and  instant  other  channel.     The  man  who  would 
reprisals.      To  have  re-created  that  touch  the  deepest  springs  of  human 
national  feeling,  that  deep  and  warm  motive,  must  endure  the  difficulties 
and  unquenchable  patriotism  which  and  feel  the  fierce  contention  of  every 
has  made  Scotland,  small  and  poor,  struggle  that  he  sings. 
a  force  in  the  great  universe,  is  no  A  great  deal  too  much,  however, 
small  work,   however  accomplished,  we  think,  has  been  made  of  the  con- 
Had  there  been  anv  to  do  it  for  Trc-  dition  of  life  into  which  Burns  was 
land  at  the  same  dreary  crisis,  when  born.     It  had  its  disadvantages,  but 
the   national   spirit   had   sunk   low,  perhaps  not  more  than  those  which 
and  discouragement  had  fallen  upon  belong  to  some  other  spheres.     Two 
its  heart,  what  issues  of  courage  and  poets  of  that  rich  and  splendid  age 
cheerful  hope  and  warm  individual  which    ushered    in   our   own    were 
exertion  might  there  not  have  been  !  born   in   exceptionally   difficult   cir- 
But  Ireland  had  neither  Burns  nor  cumstanccs.     The  one  was  a  plough- 
Scott  ;  and  the  genius  which  might  man   and   the-   other  a  peer.     Both 
have  remoulded  it — giving,  by  dint  lived   and   died   tragically,    in  their 
of  poetry  and  imagination,  such  an  youth,   having    had   trial    of    cruel 
impulse  to  all  that  was  noble,  rea-  scourgings    and    woundings,    bitter 
sonable,  and  resolute  in  the  country,  desertions,  and  still  more  bitter  en- 
as  no  other  influence  could   give —  couragements.     Heaven   forbid  that 
has    flickered    away    in    confusing  any    son    of    ours   should   emulate 
lights,     fantastic     \Vill-o'-thc-wisps,  cither  fate ;   yet  if  such   a  terrible 
and  eccentric  gleams  of  contradictory  choice  had  to  be  made,  would  any 
guidance.     Probably  the  amount  of  man  hesitate  to  choose  for  the  boy 
genius  in  the  two  lands  has  not  been  most  dear  to  him  the  fate  of  Burns 
so  unequal  as  the  world  supposes ;  rather  than  that  of  Byron  V     To  our- 
but  in  the  one  it  has  been  frittered  selves  there  does   not   seem   a  mo- 
away  in  mild  melodious  foolishness,  meat's    hesitation    in    the    matter. 
without  plan  or  union,  in  Shan  van  Tragic    and    terrible    as   both   arc, 
Voghts  and  faction-songs  ;  whereas  there  is  a  harmony   and  sweetness 
in  the  other  it  has  been  concentrated,  of  life  about  the  humble  poet,  a  note 
and  done  the  .work  which  one  great  of  pathetic  accordance  amid   all  its 
voice  better  than  a  hundred  quaver-  discords  with  God's  will  and  man's 
ing  pipes  of  smaller  singers  can  do.  service,  which  is  not  in   the  other. 
When  the  world  comes  to  recognise  It  is   premature  to    carry  out    tkc 
what  a  wonderful  agencjr  it  is  which  comparison,  which  we  may  resume 
in  reality  makes  a  great  part  of  the  at   a  later    period.      But   the   two, 
<liffercnce    between    greatness    and  somehow,   stand   together  in  a  sad 
pettiness,    happiness   and   unhappi-  separation  from  other  men,  in  their 
ness,  for  a  country,  then,  perhaps,  individual  places,   made  distinct  by 
yet  only  perhaps,  it  will  fare  better  fortune.     The   one   with  everything 
with  the  poet.  We  say,  only  perhaps  ;  (as  people  say)  in  his  favour ;   the 
for  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  other  with    everything    (as    people 
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say)  against  him.  And  both  failed,  ing  could  have  done.  It  made  him 
a«  men,  tragically  and  mournfully,  the  natural  expositor  and  prophet 
Yet  the  Peasant  less  tragically,  less  of  a  certain  class,  and  that  the  wid- 
awfully,  than  the  Peer.  All  the  est  and  most  numerous  of  any  in 
gentle  compensations  of  nature,  all  the  countiy.  It  might  be  well  a 
her  tears  and  sweetnesses,'  all  the  century  ago  to  utter  condescending 
flowers  with  which  she  sprinkles  commendations  of  the  "short  and 
the  too  early  grave,  are  for  the  low-  simple  annals  of  the  poor;"  but  at 
ly,  the  proud,  the  tender  child  of  this  present  time  he  would  bo  a  bold 
poverty  —  the  son  of  the  soil,  critic  who  would  venture  to  assert 
Heaven  and  earth  weep  over  him  that  a  true  study  of  life  in  what  wc 
with  an  indulgence,  a  pitiful  awe  of  call  the  lower  classes,  is  either  less 
his  weakness,  which  is  not  for  the  interesting  or  less  noble  than  a  study 
other,  lie  is  footsore  and  weary,  of  the  lives  of  dukes  and  duchesses ; 
his  dress  and  his  hand  are  all  indeed,  the  balance  has  turned,  and 
scratched  with  briers  and  thorns  of  our  predilections  are  ready  to  go  the 
toil ;  but,  heaven  pardon  all  their  other  way.  Duchesses  and  dukes, 
straying,  these  feet  were  loyal  amid  though  sometimes  admirable  per- 
their  stumblings,  these  hands  labour-  sons,  have  the  lines  of  their  life  so 
ed  ami  pulled  away  the  thorns  out  traced  out  for  them  that,  unless 
of  the  path  of  others.  Never,  or  only  their  characters  be  very  exceptional 
by  moments  when  the  bravado  of  his  indeed,  there  is  but  a  very  limited 
time  would  seize  him,  did  this  man  amount  of  profit  to  be  got  out  of 
glory  in  shame.  On  the  contrary,  he  them  ;  but  the  vast  levels  of  human 
repented  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  nature,  where  Sorrow  and  Pain, 
standing  still  to  note  his  shortcom-  those  greatest  of  dramatists,  do  their 
ings,  struggling  against  them,  some-  work  most  broadly — where  the  prim- 
times  manfully  if  sometimes  weakly,  itive  emotions  arc  less  controlled 
and,  when  he  could  repairing  the  by  complicating  cobwebs  of  new- 
wrong.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  fangled  thought — where  life  is  more 
the  disadvantages  of  nature,  it  is  outspoken,  more  logical,  less  self- 
clear  that  at  least  in  this  case  the  contained, — these  have  an  interest 
exceptionally  unfortunate  circum-  deeper  and  truer  than  all  the  high- 
stances  were  better  than  the  excep-  life  ever  recorded.  Nothing  but 
tionally  fortunate ;  and  that  if  one  the  fact  of  being  to  the  manner 
extremity  of  the  social  level  is  to  be  born  could  enable  a  man  to  cluci- 
chosen  for  a  poet,  it  is  better  that  date  to  us  this  great  silent  sea  of 
that  extremity  should  be  low  than  living,  which  without  such  eluci- 
high — a  farmhouse  rather  than  a  dation  we  should  know  only  in 
palace.  those  periodical  storms  which  raise 
Hut  though  it  is  impossible  to  it  into  fury,  and  confound  all  the 
consider  him  as  a  man,  without  wisdom  of  the  wise  and  the  conolu- 
considering  these  circumstances  of  sions  of  the  learned.  So  far  as  this 
origin  and  calling,  we  think,  we  re-  goes,  the  accident  of  birth  secured 
peat,  that  Hurns's  rank  in  life  has  for  Hums  a  very  great  and  real  ad- 
bcen  made  a  great  deal  too  much  of.  vantage — all  the  advantage  which 
It  was  an  accident  which  directed  a  man  derives  from  an  immense 
his  genius  into  a  special  channel;  u backing;"  and  from  being  the 
but  in  that  direction  there  was  cer-  representative  of  a  very  large  nura- 
tainly  more  good  than  evil.  His  bcr  of  other  men.  Neither  was 
poverty  and  lowliness  did  for  him  there  anything  in  his  education  to 
what  probably  no   amount  of  train-  neutralise  this  advant.ge.     For  his 
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characteristic    and    peculiar    office,  indeed,  that  we  can  see  in  Burns'* 

which   was  not    that  of  a  poet  in  education,  was  its  tendency  to  cul- 

tho    abstract    but  of  a  poet    born  tivatc  that  excessive  pride  and  sense 

to  real  and  special  use  and  service,  of  bitterness  under  obligation  which 

no  training  could   have   been   more  was   the  grand   stumbling-block   of 

perfect       lie    acquired    letters    as  the  peasant  of  those  days.    It  cannot 

those  do  whom    ho  had   come    into  be  called  the  weakness  of  any  class 

the   world    to    interpret — painfully,  now ;    yet  we  feel  that  the  misery 

toilsomely,  at  a  cost  which  made  the  of  wounded   pride    which    attended 

scanty  sum  of  instruction  dearer  than  indebtedness    in    the   mind    of    the 

the  highest  attainments  of  an  educa-  Scotch       ploughman -farmer,       and 

tion  more  easily  acquired.  Every  new  the    morbid,    passionate    terror    of 

book  was  to  him  as  an  undiscovered  shame  which  reigned  in  many  such 

country — a    something    novel    and  humble  houses,  was  the  weak  point 

original   won   out  of   the    niggardly  in   their    life,   though   it   proceeded 

hands  of  fate.     The  world  of  poetry  from  very  strength  of  character  and 

and    imagination  was  all    the   more  integrity.       But    surely    this    was 

lovely,  all  the  mere  procious  to  him,  a   failing    which    leant    to    virtue's 

that   it    lay  side   by  side   with   the  side.     The    case    with   which    debt 

plainest  and  hardest  of  facts.    Every  sits   upon   most  people's   shoulders 

intellectual  step  he  made  filled  him  now,  and  the  readiness  to  take  from 

with  a  delight  and   exultation  such  all  sources  which  is  characteristic  of 

as    a    modern    epicure   of    emotion  modern    civilisation,    is  a  failing  of 

would    give    worlds   to   taste.      All  an   infinitely  meaner  kind ;    though 

that   belonged   to  the  mind  and  its  the  excess  of  virtue  had   its   draw- 

cthcreal  existence — all,  in  short,  that  backs  too. 

was  not  hard  toil  and  actual  struggle —  This,  so  far  as  we  know,  was 
was  fresh  and  sweet,  and  novel  and  the  only  principle  in  which  his 
lovely,  full  of  a  beauty  which  sur-  youth  was  trained  which  could  be 
prised  him,  and  took  his  heart  by  other  than  advantageous  to  the  poet. 
storm.  And  while  he  had  this  de-  We  do  not  contest  the  advantages 
lightful  relish  of  novelty  in  every-  of  academical  training,  but  wo  doubt 
thing  intellectual,  his  moral  train-  much  whether,  had  William  Burns 
ing  was  such  as  the  world  could  not  been  able  to  send  his  sons  to  col- 
have  surpassed.  He  was  the  son  of  lege,  and  had  Robert  struggled  into 
a  good,  honest,  and  honourable  man.  a  poor  Scotch  student's  hardly -won 
He  was  brought  up  fearing  God  and  knowledge  of  classic  and  modern 
r.crving  his  neighbour — if,  perhaps,  literature,  it  would  have  done  him 
within  too  narrow  a  circle,  and  with  half  as  much  good  as  his  natural 
too  absolute  a  limitation  of  the  title,  breeding  in  his  father's  cottage  was 
yet  cheerfully,  unselfishly,  without  calculated  to  do.  It  might,  perhaps, 
even  the  idea  of  separating  his  own  and  that  is  doubtful,  have  enriched 
interests  from  those  of  the  intimate  us  with  some  smoother  epic,  some 
few  around  him.  In  all  the  events  tragedy  of  loftier  plan  ;  but  the 
of  the  life  of  William  Burns' s  house-  cottar's  fireside  would  have  remain- 
hold  there  is  nothing  that  is  not  cd  voiceless,  and  the  mouse  and 
worthy  and  noble.  A  man  was  gowan  of  the  Ayrshire  fields  would 
above  the  reach  of  shame  who  came  have  perished  like  their  predeces- 
from  such  a  house.  lie  had  as  good  sors,  without  one  word  of  all  that 
a  setting  out  in  the  world  as  any  tender  musing,  that  pathetic  and 
prince  could  have  given  to  his  best-  most  human  philosophy,  which  has 
beloved  son.      The  only  drawback,  made  them  live  for   over.     Had  wo 
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limes,  however — a  more  agreeable  in-  without  ceasing,  with  little  prospect 
tcrruption — friends  would  come  from  of  any  outlet  "  The  cheerless  gloom 
Ayr,  to  lighten  this  grave  life  with  of  a  hermit,  with  the  unceasing  moil 
friendly  talk ;  and  on  one  occasion,  of  a  galley-slave,"  says  the  poet, 
of  which  there  is  a  distinct  record,  looking  back  upon  it  with  a  shudder 
the  young  dominie  who  had  taught  from  the  heights  of  early  fame, 
the  boys  came  over  to  spend  an  when  he  seemed  to  have  got  clear 
evening  in  the  smoky,  cheery  farm  for  ever  of  that  grinding  poverty, 
kitchen,  where  the  slates  and  books  His  brother  is  more  moderate;  but 
were  no  doubt  laid  aside.  He  still  with  a  deep  gravity  relates  the 
brought  with  him  (of  all  things  in  story  of  their  painful  youth.  "To 
the  world)  the  tragedy  of  *  Titus  the  bufferings  of  misfortune,"  he 
Andronicus' — "and  by  way  of  pass-  says,  "we  could  only  oppose  hard 
ing  the  evening  he  began  to  read  labour  and  the  most  rigid  economy, 
the  play  aloud.  We  were  all  at-  We  lived  very  sparingly.  For 
tcntion  for  some  time,  till  presently  several  years  butcher's  meat  was  a 
the  whole  party  was  dissolved  in  stranger  in  the  house ;  while  all  the 
tears.  A  female  in  the  play  (I  have  members  of  the  family  exerted  tlicm- 
but  a  confused  remembrance  of  it)  selves  to  the  utmost  of  their  strength, 
had  her  hands  chopped  off,  and  her  and  even  beyond  it,  in  the  labours 
tongue  cut  out,  and  then  was  in-  of  the  farm.  My  brother,  at  the 
sultingly  desired  to  call  for  water  to  age  of  thirteen,  assisted  in  threshing 
wash  her  hands.  At  this,  in  an  the  crops  of  corn  ;  and  at  fifteen  was 
agony  of  distress,  we  with  one  voire  the  principal  labourer  on  the  farm, 
desired  he  would  read  no  more.  My  for  we  had  no  hired  servant,  male  or 
father  observed,  that  if  we  would  female.  The  anguish  of  mind  that 
not  hear  it  out,  it  would  be  needless  we  felt  at  our  tender  years  under 
to  leave  it  with  us.  Robert  replied,  these  straits  and  difficulties  wast 
that  if  it  was  left  he  would  burn  it."  very  great.  To  think  of  our  father 
Hold  critic,  wise  by  nature !  Is  now  growing  old  (for  he  was  above 
thiTc  not  something  in  these  scenes  fifty),  broken  down  with  tho  long- 
which  the  imagination  lingers  over  continued  fatigues  of  his  life,  with 
more  tenderly  than  if  this  boy's  a  wife  and  five  other  children,  and 
education  had  been  in  the  hands  of  in  a  declining  state  of  circumstances, 
scholars  of  endless  learning ?  And  these  reflections  produced  in  my 
then  when  the  books  were  laid  aside,  brother's  mind  and  mine  sensations 
and  the  porridge  supped,  and  the  of  the  deepest  distress."  lint,  nev- 
hnmely  yet  hospitable  table  cleared,  ertheless,  the  lads  were  young  and 
came  the  family  service — the  "  Let  capable  of  throwing  over  their  deep 
us  tcornhip  (a-«l"  which  in  the  con-  distress  whenever  the  factor's  letter 
fidential  intercourse  between  the  or  some  other  immediate  pinch  of 
two  brothers,  Robert  told  (Jilbert  misery,  was  a  few  days,  or  perhaps 
had  always  seemed  to  him  the  most  a  few  hours  off.  At  fifteen,  Robert 
solemn  of  utterance*.  A  sketch  fell  in  love  for  the  first  time,  with 
of  family  life- more  pure,  more  true,  "a  bonnie,  sweet,  sonsic  lassie," 
or  more  touching,  was  never  made.  who  was  his  partner  in  the  harvest- 
Hut  this  existence,  though  so  field,  following  him  close  through 
beautiful  to  look  back  upon  now,  the  golden  rig,  as  the  manner  was, 
was  painful  enough  then.  To  the  binding,  as  he  cut  it,  the  rustling 
lads,  who  were  confined  within  poppy-mingled  grain.  She  "  sang 
these  bonds  of  toil,  it  seemed  hard  sweetly"  a  song  "composed  by  a 
that  they  should  have  thus  to  labour  small  country  laird's  son  on  one  of 
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his  father's  maids,  with  whom  he  Tongue,"  but  soon  laid  aside  that 
was  in  love ;"  and  the  dark,  sun-  uncongenial  study.  What  is  infin- 
burnt,  glowing  boy,  with  the  thrill  itcly  more  important  is,  that  he  lived 
of  a  new  emotion  stirring  through  his  toilsome  life  in  innocence,  in 
him,  ran  into  song  too,  moved  by  warm  friendship  with  some  corn- 
emulation  and  by  all  those  dawning  panions  of  his  own  age,  and  chiefly 
"  thoughts,  and  passions,  and  de-  with  his  admirable  brother ;  that  he 
lights,"  which  are  the  ministers  of  obeyed,  and  loved,  and  honoured, 
love.  "  My  Nelly's  looks  are  blythe  keeping  faithfully  in  the  narrow 
and  sweet,"  sang  the  fifteen -year-old  but  noble  track  of  duty  which  his 
boy  in  his  rapture,  in  the  golden  father  had  trod  before  him,  often  sad 
autumn  sunshine  among  the  golden  and  anxious,  yet  ever  lightheartcd, 
corn.  He  is  not  much  to  be  pitied  ploying  with  the  woes  of  life  in  a 
after  all.  The  scene  is  Arcadian  sweet  unconsciousness  of  the  deep 
in  its  tender  innocence,  lit  up  with  innate  happiness  which  lay  beneath 
a  sweet  glow  of  natural  light  and  them,  such  as  is  natural  to  youth, 
colour,  but  no  heat  of  premature  or  How  fine  is  his  own  description  of 
unnatural  passion.  This  little  scene  this  boyish  innocent  existence  :  — 
in    the   harvest-field   balances  with  , 

its   sweet    daylight   the  Rembrandt  wh™!"  y^ILlr^l  younpl  and  Mate, 

interior  of   the   farmhouse    kitchen  And  ilrst  could  thrash  the  i;arn, 

and     its     conv  -  books         "  Pnirtith  0r  haml  a  >*okin'  °' tl,c  plonsh, 

hi,        copy     uooKS.            V11™;;  An',  though  forfoughtcn  nair  enouch, 

cauld,     such  as  "wracks  the  heart,  Yet  unco  proud  to  learn." 

and   labours   without  ceasing;    but  ,,,.    x .    AA       .    .  .         ... 

at  the  same  time,  warm,  natural,  ^  hat  letter  sketch  could  be  made 
hopeful,  glowing  life,  and  love,  and  of  the  "happy,  weary  lad,  "ship 
sonc  forfoughten,  but  proud  and  glad  of 
We  need  not  linger  to  tell  how  "is  advance  to  his  heritage,  a  man's 
he  read  Addison  and  Pope,  in  addi-  work  J  "Ho  is  hardly  to  be  envied, 
lion  to  the  serious  works  above  re-  fays  Mr.  Lockhart,  who  can  con- 
corded;  how  his  boyish  imagina-  template  without  emotion  this  ex- 
tlm  was  struck  bv  the  "Vision  of  quisitc  picture  of  young  nature  and 
Mirza,"   and    his    literary   ambition  young  genius. 

aroused  bv  the  accidental"  acquisition  f    \]n*  f«*Il  and  SP0*1^  70uth  out, 

of  "a  small  collection  of  letters  by  lasted  all   the   early  experiences  of 

the    most    eminent  writers,"  which  ruraJ   \lfe>   and  ™tamcd   its    purity 

was  bought  by  his  uncle  bv  mistake  through    all    the    picturesque    and 

instead   of   the   "Complete    Letter-  dangerous  flirtations  of  the  country- 

Writer,"  which  he  had  intended  to  Sld(r     lr\to  thcsc  flotations   it  was 


able   had   ho  never    met  with    the  though  the  wastlin  wind  blew  both 

compositions    of     these     "eminent  fude  and  chill,  and  the  day  s  clarg 

writers : "  nor  need  we  pause  to  say  J*ad  bccn  *!a[d  and  heavy.     On  "  the 

that  he  acquired  some  rudiments  of  Lammas  niSht>    whc»— 

French — an    acquisition    which    his  "  The  sky  was  blue,  the  wind  was  utill, 

biographers  rather  insist  upon,  but  The  moon  was  *hininK  clearly," 

which,  we  imagine,  the  readers    of  he  spent  hours  of  happiness  among 

his  correspondence  will  ruefully  wish  "the    rigs     o'     barley."       Another 

had  never  been  attained.     He  also  "charmer'  he    invites    on   a    clear 

began  the  "  Rudiments  of  the  Latin  evening,     when     "  thick    flies    the 
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skimming   swallow,"   to   stray   with  low-creatures  which  few  people  couM 

him   upon   his   "gladsome   way," —  resist.      Nature   never    set  forth   a 

to  sec  the  beauty  of  nature —  more  hopeful  youth  in  the  regions 

..m.         11.             ...   *t_,.  ^^  to  which  he  belonged  by  birth  and 

•*  The  rustling  com,  the  fru  tod  thorn,  i         r  i4  r  ~       «n  .  - i 

\ndennj happy  cnaturt."  breeding.  "I  was  generally  a  wel- 
come guest  wherever  I  visited,"  ho 
At  another  time  the  lady  is  un-  Siiys.  -At  the  plough,  scythe,  or 
kind  ;  and  the  little  picture,  fresh-  reaping-hook  I  feared  no  competitor, 
breathing  of  dews  and  fields,  sur-  and  thus  I  set  absolute  want  at  de- 
rounds  one  figure  only  in  the  fan-  fiance."  He  was  in  the  secret  of 
tustic  depths  of  youthful  despair:  —  half  the  loves  in  the  parish  of  Tar- 

"The  merry  ploachboj  clu-m  hln  team.  }>0]ton'    aml  lis  Proud  of  hi*  know" 

wr  )oy  the  tfhtir  nt.utmnH  *tuik* ;  ledge  "  as    ever  was    statesman    in 

Kirt  life's  to  me  a  weary  «lrca:n-  knowing  the  intrigues    of    half    the 

The 'In  am  o' anc  that  never  wauk^.  '  *%    ,,              ,r      4        .                 ., 

courts  of  huropc.       A  prince  could 

Kverv  one  of  these  bursts  of  song  not  have  been    more  free,  more  fa- 

reveals  to  us  the  sweet  country-side,  voured  or  well  thought  of  ;  indeed 

with  all  its  woods  and  streamy  the  he    was    in    his  sphere  an   absolute 

tender  silence  of  nature,  the  "happy  prince,    ual»le   to   set  want   at   defi- 

living  things"  which  the  poet  loves  ance,"  which  was  all  he  required  for 

with    all   the   natural   warmth  of  a  independence,    and    cumbered    with 

heart  that    opens   wide    its    inmost  no  artificial  needs. 

doors  to  everything  that  lives.     The  Thus   Robert   Burns  lived  till   ho 

lark  which —  was    twenty-three.     'The    anxieties 

irri         ,.  ,  A      ,  ,    ,  which   sometimes  overwhelmed  him 

"  Tv..  un  li^ht  an.l  dark.  .     f        .•         ye     i     j     r  -  k«  . 

^5lJMlll■wall::ellsbyl:SsdlI.-y^si'i^K•'  W('rt'   llot   for  himself,    but    for  his 

familv,  that  his  fathers  honourable 
is  as  visible  to  him  as  the  shepherd  name*  might  be  kept  pure,  and  a 
that  "o'er  the  moorland  whi>tles  roof  kept  over  his  old  mother's  head, 
shrill;"  and  all  nature  is  populous  and  the  household  held  together, 
to  his  universal  sympathy.  A  man  which  it  had  been  old  William 
with  such  exuberance  of  tender  IJurns's  aim  and  pride  to  keep  to- 
thought  and  winning  words  was,  as  gether.  He  kept  free  of  debt,  which 
might  be  expected,  welcome  every-  he  held  in  purest  terror,  upon  17  a- 
where  to  the  rustic  maidens,  to  year,  as  his  brother  Gilbert  testifies, 
whom  it  was  as  sweet  a.;  to  any  Towards  the  end  of  this  virtuous 
princess  to  receive  such  tuneful  beginning  of  his  life  he  went  to 
homage.  And  the  farmer  of  Loch-  Irvine  to  learn  the  trade  of  flax- 
lea's  son  was  "i\  strappin'  youth,"  dressing,  and  there  lived  upon  por- 
well  fitted  to  take  any  woman's  eye.  ridge  — on  the  oatmeal  sent  him 
l>ark  i>yv.^  glowing  with  latent  pas-  from  home— as  many  a  fanners  son 
sion  and  tire  ("I  never  saw  such  has  done  while  weiring  the  acade- 
another  eye  in  any  human  he-id,"  mic  gown.  To  this  he  was  inovod 
says  Walter  Scott,  a  tolerable  judge);  either  by  a  desire  so  far  to  improve 
dark  hair  curling  about  his  hon-  his  position  as  to  be  able  to  marry, 
est  handsome  forehead ;  a  stalwart  or  possibly  by  the  more  serious 
frame,  not  extravagant  in  height,  but  thoughts  suggested  by  an  illness, 
ei«t  m  the  robustest  mould;  come  which  seems  to  be  referred  to  in  a 
of  a  creditable,  honourable  family ;  very  grave,  and,  indeed,  pathetic 
and  endowed  with  a  native  wit  letter,  written  in  the  end  of  17H1, 
which  no  one  could  deny,  and  a  in  which  ho  declares  himself  to  find 
genial  friendliness   towards  hi*  fel-  great  comfort  in  the  description  of 
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heaven    given     in    Revelation,    and    sion  of  dissipation,  the  expenditure 
saj-s  that,   u  sometimes  for  an  hour    of  each  member  was  not  to    exceed 
or  two,  when  my  spirits  are  a  little    threepence  on  any  one  night.     Their 
lightened,  I    glimmer  a    little   into    object    was    "to   relax    themselves 
futurity,    but    my    principal,    and,    after   toil,  to  promote   sociality  and 
indeed,   my    only    pleasurable    cm-    friendship,     and     to    improve     the 
ploymcnt,  is  looking  backwards  and    mind."     As   was   natural    they   de- 
forwards   in   a  moral   and   religious    bated   social   and    sentimental   sub- 
way."    He   despairs,   he   says,  "of    jects,  "toasted their  mistresses,"  and 
ever  making  a  figure    in    life " — a    cultivated  mutual  friendship.     They 
"  curious  idea,  one  would  suppose,  to    "  found  themselves  so  happy,"  says 
have  so  much  as  entered  his  mind,    the   naive  preamble   to   their  rules, 
These  utterances  of  youthful  sadness    that  after  this  club  had  existed  for 
must    always,    however,    be    taken    more  than  a  year,  they  resolved  to 
with  a  large  allowance  for  the  feel-    give  a  dance  in  its  honour.     "  Ac- 
ing  of  tho  moment,  and  seldom  re-    cordingly    we   did    meet,    each   one 
present    anything  more  than    tern-    with    a     partner,    and     spent    tho 
porary  depression.     And,   poor  fel-    evening    in     such     innocence     and 
low,   he   had  been    jilted,  oadly   it    merriment,    such    cheerfulness   and 
would  appear,  from  some  letters  in    good  -  humour,    that   every    brother 
his   correspondence   of  a   high   and    will  long  remember  it  with  pleasure 
splendid     tone,    much     unlike     the    and   delight."     Such  were  the  plea- 
frank  and  fresh  nature  of  his  love-    sures   of    the  young    rustics   when 
songs.      This      venture    at    Irvine    left    to    themselves    in    their     own 
ended   in   a    fire,   which    consumed    sphere,    without    interference    from 
flax  and  tools,  and   left  the  young    their  "betters."     "When  Burns  and 
man   without  a   sixpence.     Its  con-    his    family    removed     to    Mossgicl, 
sequences  were,  however,  still  worse    near   Mauchline,   they   originated  a 
than    pecuniary    loss.     The   society    similar  club  there;  and  though  Dr. 
of    the    little    town    corrupted    the    Currie,  with   his   usual   superiority. 
country  lad.     He   heard  immorality    considers   their  choice   of   books  to 
spoken    of    with    levity,    and   prob-    have  been  objectionable,  as  "  being 
ably  was    introduced   to  scenes    of    less  calculated  to  increase  the  know- 
dissipation   such  as   could   scarcely    ledge  than   to  refine   the  taste" — a 
be  found  in  the  parish  of  Tarbolton    quality  he  evidently  considered  un- 
among    the   comrades   who    trusted    neccssar}'  in   a   peasant  —  yet  it  is 
him  with  their  love-secrets.     lie  re-    probable    the    rural     society    knew 
turned  home  with  the  seeds  of  evil    better   than   its    critic.     AVe    dwell 
in  him.     But  we  are  loath  to  leave    upon  these  particulars  not  so  much 
this  idyllic  chapter,  this  genial  and    for    their    absolute    importance    to 
-gracious   youth.     Amid    its    simple    Burn s\s  life,  as  to  show  how  worthy 
enjoyments    there    had     been     one    and  even  noble  were  all  its  circuni- 
which    is    curiously    illustrative  of    stances  so  long  as  it  remained  in  its 
the   intellectual   ambition    which   is    natural    channel.      The    littlo    Tar- 
natural     to     the     Scotch     peasant,     boltoii   club   debated   whether  pru- 
When   he  was   twenty-one,    he,    his    dence  or  inclination  should  most  be 
brother,  and  five  other  young  men,    considered  in  marriage ;  but  not  for 
established    a    club    in    the   village    its  edification  was  planned  the  "  Holy 
of   Tarbolton  for  literary  purposes.     Fair."     It    is    connected    with    tho 
They  were  to  meet  once  a-weck  in     "  Epistle  to  Davie,"  a  very  different 
the    village   public-house ;   but  lest    production,  and  with  all  the  virt li- 
the meeting  should  become  an  occa-    ous   innocent  thoughts,  the   simple 
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yet  lofty  impulses,  the  cheerful 
young  philosophy  of  that  pleasant 
poem.  To  his  fellow-rustic  it  was 
thus  the  rustic  poet  wrote,  with  true 
hope  and  manful  content,  yet  sparks 
of  that  indignation  which  young 
men  feel  at  the  inequalities  of  for- 
tune : — 


41  What  though,  like  commoners  of  air, 
We  wander  out.  we  know  not  where. 

But  cither  house  or  hull  ? 
Yet  Nature's  charms,  the  hills  ami  woods, 
The  sweeping  vales,  and  roaming  Hoods, 

Are  free  alike  to  all. 
In  days  when  daisies  deck  the  ground, 

And  blackbirds  whistle  clear. 
With  honest  joy  our  hearts  Mill  bound 
To  see  the  coming  year: 

On  braes,  when  we  plcnsc  then. 

We'll  hit  on"  sowlh  a  tune  ; 
Syne  rhynm  tint,  we'll  time  till't. 
And  sinzH  when  we  hae  dune. 


Then  let  u**  checrfu"  acqu!e*ce  ; 
Nnr  mukc  our  seiuity  plt-a^uie*  less. 

By  pining  *'  on r  state : 
And.  even  should  misfoi tunes  com.", 
I,  here  wha  sit.  hoe  met  wi'  some, 

An's  thank  fit'  for  them  yet. 
They  ciV  the  wit  of  aj:e  to  youth  : 

They  let  us  ken  ourycl' ; 
They  make  us  nee.  the  naked  truth. 
The  real  iruid  and  ill. 

Though  losses,  and  cro*  -«es, 

lie  IchBOiiH  ritjht  heviTe. 
There's  *it  tlicre.  yo'll  get  there, 
Yell  And  nae  other  where.*' 


These  verses  were  repeated  l»y  the 
poet  to  his  brother  (iilhcrt  in  the 
summer  of  17*.t,  shortly  after  their 
father's  death,  when  they  were  work- 
ing together  at  Mossgiel,  the  new 
farm  in  which  each  mem  her  of  the 
family  had  embarked  all  his  or  her 
possessions  and  labours,  in  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  live  and  toil  to- 
gether. It  was  "  in  the  interval  of 
harder  "labour,  when  he  and  I  were 
working  in  the  garden  (kail-yard)/' 
'•I  believe,"  adds  Gilbert,  "the 
first  idea  of  Robert's  becoming  an 
author  was  started  on  this  occasion." 
As  they  stooped  among  the  kail,  the 
one  said  to  the  other  that  the  verses 
were  good — as  good  as  Allan  Ramsay, 
sweetest  praise  to  the  author  s  ting- 


ling gratified  ears,  and  that  "  they 
would  bear  being  printed."  The 
writer  and  receiver  of  the  letter  and 
the  critic  were  all  "country  lads." 
These  were  the  sentiments  that 
naturally  occurred  to,  and  the  style 
that  pleased  them.  Wo  shall  sec 
what  was  the  different  tone  em- 
ployed when  the  young  fanner  of 
Mossgiel  fell  into  the  hands  of  his 
betters,  and  began  to  bo  petted, 
patronised,  and  taken  notice  of,  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  all  his  bio- 
graphers and  his  own  pleasure  and 
pride. 

The  little  town  of  Mauchlino 
would  seem  then  to  have  possessed 
a  certain  jovial  Fuciely,  true  men  of 
the  time,  such  as  have  figured  in 
many  a  reminiscence  of  the  end  of 
last  century  -men  half-way  between 
the  rude  and  loud  squires  of  Field- 
in*;  and  the  jovial  lawyers  of  Scott, 
with  that  smack  of  free-thinking 
which  belonged  to  their  special  gen- 
eration, as  well  as  of  the  free  living 
which  was  characteristic  of  the  class 
up  to  a  comparatively  recent  period. 
Kvcn  vet  the  character  has  not  suf- 
ficicntlv  died  out  of  Scotland  to 
require  much  stretch  of  memory 
to  identify  it.  The  "  writer/'  who 
held  one  of  the  highest  places  in 
the  little  half-town  half-village  so- 
ciety, was  probably  a  younger  son 
of  a  laird,  or  possessed  at  least 
some  family  connection  or  standing- 
ground  in  the  neighbourhood.  By 
this  right  of  family  he  was  set  frcj 
from  all  the  bonds  which  restrain 
men  who  have  their  character  and 
position  to  make ;  and  his  educa- 
tion, his  coarse  wit,  the  familiarity 
which  he  was  free  to  indulge  in  with 
the  common  people,  aware  that  it 
would  never  lessen  the  importance 
which  was  derived  not  from  him- 
self but  from  his  family — a  famili- 
arity which  hid  infinite  rude  arro- 
gance behind  its  convivial  good-fel- 
lowship—earned him  the  superficial 
suffrages'   of  the  unthinking  multi- 
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tudc.  His  natur.il  inclination  to  door,  or  the  more  difficult  parlour, 
rude  and  riotous  scepticism  was  and  admitted  him  to  make  sport  for 
blown  to  a  certain  polemical  heat  by  the  gentlemen.  And  he  was  young, 
the  events  and  commotions  of  the  and  had  that  glamour  in  his  eyes 
time,  and  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  which  confers  nobleness  and  beauty 
he  irreligious  at  once  and  immoral,  on  all  it  looks  on.  Thus  he  who 
to  drink  and  swear,  and  sneer  and  had  lived  all  his  life  among  the 
roar  in  boisterous  merriment,  at  every  wholesome  fields,  and  had  begun  to 
thing  that  pretended  to  goodness  or  sing  of  them  in  soft  delightful  strains 
purity,  without  losing  his  right  to  be  fresh  as  the  very  voice  of  nature,  was 
considered  a  gentleman.  He  united  dragged  into  another  atmosphere,  an 
the  vices  of  the  rough-riding  squire  air  laden  with  fumes  of  toddy,  and 
to  those  of  the  professional  man  of  hot  with  the  excitement  of  local 
the  town;  and  but  for  a  certain  squabbles  —  squabbles  which  wcro 
wild  cleverness  and  good-nature,  had  not  even  confined  to  the  ground  of 
very  few  redeeming  qualities  about  politics,  but  which  raged  in  that  field 
him.  Such  was  the  kind  of  man  where  vituperation  is  always  the 
who  was  the  aristocrat  of  the  little  loudest,  and  temper  the  highest, 
Ayrshire  burghs.  Sometimes  ho  and  levity  most  profane — the  field  of 
was  the  doctor,  sometimes  the  writer,  religious  contention.  And  when  we 
sometimes  even,  softened  down  a  add  that  our  Burns,  the  first  great, 
little  and  put  into  a  more  respectable  truly  national,  poet  of  Scotland, 
irarb,  he  became  the  parish  minister,  began  his  public  career  with  a  string 
and  drank,  and  laughed,  and  made  of  verses  in  which  bad  taste  and 
questionable  jokes  with  the  best.  profane  meaning  have  not  even  wit 
It  was  into  the  hands  of  this  or  fun  to  veil  them,  or  the  headlong 
fashion  of  man  that  Robert  Burns,  race  of  poetic  excitement  to  excuse 
farmer  at  Mossgiel,  who  had  already  them,  we  say  in  a  word  all  that 
begun  to  write  4*  Robert  Burns,  his  introduction  to  better  society, 
poet,"  across  the  pages  of  his  scrap-  his  admission  to  a  higher  class,  his 
books,  fell.  It  was  a  "  rise  in  life  "  contact  with  men  of  education  and 
for  the  ambitious  ploughman.  This  family,  did  for  him.  From  the 
wild,  rude,  boisterous  society  was  "Epistle  to  Davie"  to  the  "Twa 
the  society  of  gentlemen.  The  young  Herds,"  what  an  inconceivable 
man  was  dazzled  by  the  new  light  downfall!  The  first  full  of  all  the 
that  thus  shone  upon  him.  Men  tranquil  sweetness  of  nature,  the 
who  were  the  equals  of  all  the  lairds  sober  yet  ever  pleasant  and  cheerful 
and  lords  in  the  country-side  made  light. of  morning,  before  misfortuno 
him  their  equal.  Their  accent  a  little  had  become  personal,  or  individual 
finer  than  his  own,  the  mass  of  addi-  passion  or  anguish  had  disturbed  the 
tional  books  which  probably  they  early  daylight — a  poem  gently  in- 
had  read,  their  superior  power  of  ex-  telligiblc  to  all  men,  wide  as  human- 
pressing  themselves,  their  possession  ity  and  poetry  and  all-compensating 
of  that  gift  of  education  which  is  youth  ;  the  other  a  miserable  local 
the  god  of  the  poor  Scotchman,  squib,  requiring  pages  of  explanation, 
make  his  admission  to  their  com-  filled  with  strange  names  of  persons 
pany  like  entrance  into  Elysium,  we  know  nothing  about,  bristling 
They  were  his  betters ;  it  was  the  with  allusions  that  arc  lost  upon  us, 
natural  reward  of  his  superior  genius  and  possessing  no  zest  or  flavour  ex- 
to  be  admitted  among  them  ;  his  cept  to  those  who  understood  all  the 
hopes  could  not  have  reached  so  far  temporary  commotions  of  the  coun- 
had   not  Poetry  opened  the  tavern  try-side.     How,    with   this    curious 
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contrast  before  them,  people  can  asked  itself  what  to  do  ?  This  strange 
still  complain  that  Burns  was  not  apparition  was  like  an  unexpected 
sufficiently  noticed  by  the  higher  visitor  at  the  door.  Of  course  he 
classes  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  had  to  be  admitted  somehow.  The 
that  it  would  have  been  salvation  conventional  superstition  which  is 
to  him  had  he  shared  their  educa-  just  strong  enough  to  keep  common 
tion  and  breeding,  instead  of  that  of  minds  in  awe,  and  extort  those 
his  father's  cottage,  we  are  unable  ceremonial  observances  which  super- 
to  conceive.  Would  to  heaven  that  stition  finds  refuge  in,  of  respect  to 
his  betters  had  left  the  poet  alone  !  genius  —  made  it  inevitable  that 
— that  they  had  left  him  to  school-  when  once  the  man  became  visible, 
master  Davie  and  ploughman  Gil-  he  should  be  made  to  mount  up 
bcrt,  to  his  peasant  society,  to  his  higher,  at  least  for  the  moment,  and 
musings  afoot  and  afield,  and  not  to  sit  down  at  the  master's  table, 
dragged  him  into  their  miserable  And  the  young  man  went  up  with 
and  petty  circles,  their  profane  his  glowing  eyes,  expecting  to  find 
polemics,  their  coarse  village  (lis-  everything  there  that  imagination 
putes  and  personalities!  This  was  paints  of  noble  and  graceful  and 
what  they  did  for  the  young  soul  refined — and  found  a  flutter  of 
coining  fresh  out  of  Ciod's  hands  small£talk,  the  gossip  of  a  clique, 
(though  already,  Cod  forgive  him!  the  cleverness  of  local  malice,  in- 
soiled  with  stains  of  the  earth),  stead  of  that  feast  of  reason  and 
And  were  it  not  that  we  have  no  How  of  soul  which  fancy  had  looked 
right  to  judge  individuals,  and  that  for.  But  fancy  is  strong,  and  would 
the  men  are  dead  and  have  had  their  not  let  him  believe  all  that  in  the 
reckoning,  we  protest  we  should  be  iirst  shock  he  must  have  felt,  of 
disposed  in  good  faith  to  endorse  bewildered  disappointment  and  a- 
Ib'ly  Willie's  profane  petitions,  so  maze.  The  impulse  of  pride  and 
far  as  those  "patrons"  of  turns' s  pleasure  with  which  he  had  come, 
youth — those  u  gentlemen"  of  whose  carried  him  on  to  a  certain  gratitica- 
frieudship  the  ploughman  was  so  tion,  it  being  thus,  as  it  were,  mado 
proud — are  concerned.  one  of  the  clique,  and  initiated  into 
And  to  our  own  mind  all  the  sad  all  their  personal  hatreds  and  jocular 
secret  of  the  poet's  life,  the  problem  enmities  ;  till  at  last,  in  his  per- 
which  it  is  so  hard  to  rend,  is  con-  fectly  real  yet  fictitious  enthusiasm, 
taincd  herein,  lie  was  nobly  quali-  he  lifted  the  clear  voice,  given  him 
tied,  nobly  trained  for  his  true  for  so  much  nobler  purpose,  to  sing 
office,  which  lay  among  that  class  to  the  confusion  of  his  patrons' 
broadly  and  naturally  entitled  4ithe  adversaries,  adding  sharp  darts  of 
common  people," — the  same  who  his  own  to  the  vulgar  gibe  and 
crowded  the  hilMdes  and  clustered  coarse  badinage,  which  was  not 
about  the  shores  of  the  Lake  in  (iali-  his,  poor  boy,  nor  ever  would 
lee,  listening — when  their  betters  have  entered  his  soul.  Mightily 
did  not  care  to  listen.  Burns  was  pleased,  no  doubt,  were  the  patrons 
their  born  exponent  in  his  day,  with  this  celestial  slave  they  had 
their  minstrel,  their  prophet ;  but  gotten,  this  Samson  whom  they 
the  moment  his  head  appeared  above  poked  in  his  big  ribs,  and  made 
the  level,  and  those  frank  fervid  eyes,  to  stretch  out  his  muscles  for  their 
aglow  with  the  poet's  passion  of  admiration — till  the  moment  came 
surprised  delight  in  the  newness  when  they  had  enough  of  him,  and 
and  loveliness  of  all  he  saw,  the  required  no  more.  This  natural 
world  beheld,  stared,  wondered,  and  inevitable     process   ruined    Burns** 
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life,  and  broke  his  heart ;  and  it  even  encouraged  for  the  pood  of  the 
seemed  for  one  terrible  moment  as  universe ;  but  yet  what  pain,  what 
:f  it  might  ruin  his  work  too.  But  trouble,  what  terrible  possibilities 
happily  genius  has  better  guards  of  ruin  do  we  lay  up  for  our  lowly 
rlian  those  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  men  of  genius  by  accepting  it !  We 
mere  humanity,  and  the  poet  broke  lay  up  for  them  the  certainty  of 
his  bondage ;  the  poet — but  not  the  getting  tinsel  for  gold  ;  of  having 
man.  the  false  so  represented  to  them  that 
When  we  state  our  conviction  they  will  accept  it  for  a  time  as 
that  this  was  his  curse  and  the  true:  of  receiving  flattery  which  is 
secret  of  his  ruin,  we  do  not  pretend  more  contemptuous  than  scorn,  and 
to  say  that  we  can  see  how  it  could  condemnation  which  is  more  insult- 
have  been  avoided.  It  might  have  ing  than  insolence;  and  of  finally 
been  avoided  indeed,  had  the  so-  dropping  back  into  their  native 
railed  superior  classes  been  really  sphere,  disgusted,  disenchanted,  sore, 
superior,  greater  in  mind,  purer  in  ami  wroth,  with  the  beauty  gone- 
moral  tone,  and  possessed  with  a  out  of  everything,  and  no  further 
fuller  appreciation  of  real  truth  and  possibility  in  their  minds  of  believ- 
hcauty  than  their  humbler  neigh-  ing  in  excellence  or  generosity.  It 
bours.  But  they  were  not  so ;  and  happened  in  Burns's  day  that  the- 
we  dare  not  assert  that  thev  are  so  humbler  level  from  which  he  was 
now,  or  ever  will  be  until  the  end  raised  was  infinitely  belter  and 
of  time.  Equality  is  a  miserable  purer  than,  at  least,  the  next  step 
fiction  as  between  man  and  man,  of  the  social  scale — which  made  the 
but  as  between  class  and  class  it  is  process  yet  more  fatal  to  him  than 
a  truth  which  no  thoughtful  mind,  it  might  have  been ;  and  still  we 
we  think,  can  dispute.  The  levels  do  not  see  how  it  could  have  been 
of  humanity  are  extraordinarily  alike  helped.  Should  another  Burns 
rach  other — as  like  as  rivers  are,  arise  now,  we  do  not  orcn  know  how 
in*  mountains,  or  any  other  species,  we  could  profit  by  past  experience, 
There  are  differences  in  accent,  dif-  and  avoid  the  danger  for  him.  Did 
ferenees  in  phraseology,  immense  dif-  we  neglect  him  or  allow  him  to  be 
fere nces  in  costume  and  aspect;  iTut  neglected,  it  would  be  a  bitter  wrong 
the  biggest  metropolitan  society  re-  and  shame  to  humanity  ;  while  in 
.-enables  the  cliques  of  a  village  with  ** noticing,"  in  '•elevating,"  we  incur 
u  jKfrfectly  appalling  likeness.  Yet  the  awful  risk  of  ruining.  We 
it  i<  the  common  sentiment,  the  cannot  even  suggest  how  the  dilti- 
insiirict  of  the  vorld,  that  the  culty  is  to  be  got  over — but  in  our 
worth  whifh  makes  a  man  illustri-  hearts  we  believe  it  was  his  friendly 
i:'is  on  one  level  should  raise  him  (iavin  Hamilton**  with  their  "takin' 
to  another;  and  hoisted  up  he  must  arts."  bis  "  glib-tongucd  Aikcns," 
lit  accordingly,  though  we  know  his  good-natured,  admiring,  coarse, 
he  will  gain  nothing  by  it,  and  inay  and  commonplace  patrons,  and  not 
l.i-c  much.  We  cannot  resist  this  his  own  education  or  want  of  educa- 
»::itural  impulse,  this  doctrine  of  tion,  which  injured  Burns's  life  and 
"social  reward  for  everything  that  is  broke  his  heart, 
-upremely  excellent.  Bad  as  it  often  The  "Twa  Herds"  was  not  the 
i-i  in  its  results,  it  would  be  worse  only  local  and  polemical  satire  pro- 
still  if  the  world  were  destitute  of  duced  by  the  unfortunate  inirodnc- 
it,  if  society  were  so  indifferent  to  tion  of  the  poet  into  this  new  .sphere. 
trvnius  as  not  even  to  gape  and  stare.  The  '*  Kirk's  Alarm,"  and  li  rl  he  (Ir- 
'J'he  principle  must  be  accepted  and  dination;"  followed,  all  of  which,  wo 
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are  bold  to  say,  would  be  gladly  left  is  poetry,  and  full  of  animation  and 
out  of  any  future  edition  of  Burns  melodious  vigour,  and  that  reality 
by  all  who  esteem  him  as  lie  ought  of  rural  feeling  which  he  knew  so 
to  be  esteemed  They  are  the  sort  well.  "We  regret  that  he  should 
of.  verses  which  would  naturally  be  have  treated  the  subject  in  such  a 
produced  by  the  coarse  and  clever  way :  but  we  cannot  condemn, 
poet  of  a  village,  the  man  whose  per-  The  two  years  he  spent  at  Moss- 
sonal  satires  are  always  received  by  giel,  however — though  his  habita 
his  limited  circle  with  "a  roar  of  ap-  seem  to  have  lost  their  first  purity, 
plause,''  until  somebody  who  knows  and  some  real  stains  (stains  which 
hotter  happens  to  sec  them,  and  we  have  no  doubt  have  been  mucli 
makes  the  whole  gaping  audience  at  exaggerated)  had  crept  upon  his 
once  ashamed  of  itself.  We  know  no  name — were  the  richest  and  most 
reason  why  they  should  have  been  poetic  of  his  life.  JIc  wrote  most 
retained  in  print  so  long,  for  they  of  his  finest  poems  in  this  chilly 
arc  neither  brilliant  nor  melodious,  farmhouse,  the  uauld  clay  biggin1,'' 
but  petty,  foolish,  and  vulgar  to  an  where,  as  he  sat  and  eyed  the  smoke 
almost  incredible  extent.  "Holy  which  filled  the  air  with  a  "niottie, 
Willie's  Prayer'  is  quite  dilferent.  It  misty"  haze,  the  vision  of  Coila 
is  equally,  or  indeed  more  profane, but  blushing  "  sweet,  like  modest  worth," 
it  is  pure  satire,  strong  and  trench-  with  her  **  wildly  witty,  rustic 
ant,  awful  even  in  its  vivid  reality,  grace"  and  her  illuminated  mantle. 
This  tremendous  sketch  wants  no  "stepped  ben,"  stopping  the  rash 
■explanatory  notes,  no  foolish  dis-  vow  which  he  was  about  to  make, 
guise  of  initials.  The  man  stands  to  rhyme  no-more.  Rich  and  beau- 
out  before  us  in  a  blaze  of  infernal  tiful,  and  happy  and  sad,  were  these 
light,  a  being  whoso  existence  we  years.  Affairs  went  but  badly  with 
cin  neither  doubt  nor  deny.  We  the  brothers,  yet  with  manful  mod- 
arc  not  sure  Qycn  that  \vc  can  regret  est  souls  they  laboured  at  their  day's 
the  profane  inspiration  which  turned  work,  sweetening  it  with  such  com- 
the  poet's  eyes  upon  such  a  figure,  muuion  by  the  common  roads  and 
for  it*<  truth  and  power  redeem  its  laborious  fields  as  falls  to  the  lot 
profanit}'.  It  may  be  laughable  to  of  very  few.  We  have  already  in- 
the  shallow  reader,  but  it  is  appal-  stanced  the  poem  communicated  to 
ling  to  the  thoughtful;  and  no  vir-  (filbert's  brotherly  ears,  while  the 
tuous  prejudice  should  be  allowed  two  were  weeding  in  the  kail-yard, 
to  interfere  with  the  place  which  it  The  days  and  the  places  where  such 
has  gained  by  sheer  vigour,  power,  communications  were  made  to  him 
and  truth.  "The  Holy  Fair"  is  he  remembered  ever  after  with  proud 
not  so  grand;  but  yet  in  it  the  and  tender  faithfulness.  Once  when 
poet  has  asserted  himself  as  a  poet,  the  two  were  "going  together  with 
The  profanity  is  less  excusable  in  carts  for  coal  to  the  family  (and  I 
this  than  in  4i  Holy  Willie,''  which  could  yet  point  out  the  particular 
stands  altogether  on  higher  ground  ;  spot,)  the  author  first  repeated  to 
it  is  a  kind  of  profanity,  too,  of  me  the  "Address  to  the  I  toil." 
which  William  Burns' s  son  never  Another  poem  he  heard  of  "  as  I 
could  have  been  guilty  in  his  was  holding  the  plough,  and  he  was 
father's  lifetime,  and  which  pro-  letting  the  water  otr  the  field  beside 
bably,  had  any  true  voice  suggested  m«.'?  The  %i  Cottar's  Saturday  Night" 
it  to  him.  the  still  ingenuous  young  was  made  known  to  him  first  on  a 
man  would  have  blushed  for  with  Sunday  afternoon  walk — a  pleasant 
overwhelming    shame;    but   ^till    it  moment   of  intercourse    which    the 
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brothers  often  enjoyed  together — and  Or  silly  sheep,  wha  bide  thla  brattle 

Gilbert  was  "electrified/'  as  well  ho  All(1     tlnvn-h  °tiioMUdrm,rt   Cctp-iuir!^ 

might  he.     A  more  effectual  replv  to  sprattle, 

the  ordinary  delusion  that  unbounded  Beneath  a  r.caur. 

leisure  and'ea^e  arc  necessary  for  the  ..  llk  h:ipn|     b|rd|         h(>1  1cm 

production  of  poctrv  could  scarcely  1)0  That  in  the  merry  mouth  o'  nprin\' 

given  ;  for  in  these  two  years  Burns  l>cligMc<i  me  to  hear  thee  hIdk    ' 

^         ,.                        .,          i     j.  u      i  VV  hal's  ionic  o' thtM' ? 

was  labouring   not   less   but  harder  v.'hcre    uilt    thou    cower    thy    chlttcrins 

than  an  ordinary  ploughman — as  a  win;-. 

i               i  •                i       ii  An*  clo«*p  thv  t'\  *"* 

man  works  on  his  own  land,  know-  '      ll,J       * 

!ng   that  every  prospect  in  life  dc-  AVlu.n    llion|.        ^          h„wm.r, 

pends     upon     his     exertions.        He  1 


stream    or    song  included   sketches    catchcs  his  ft;ld  !  witJJ 

of    hfe   and   character   which    have    whimsicaI  in(rnl^nt  hlimouPf  hc  K^ 


thouirhtfulness.  pity,  and  charily  as  u  Thc  Plarhan  yill  had  msuIo  mo  ^niy 

po    direct   to   thc  heart.       It  was   his  I  wanna  Iom.  but  just  had  plenty: 

v(.rv    rlimax    of    life        Evorv  infill-  ]  sUichort:d  whyhs,  but  yet  too*  teat  ay.; 
very     Climax    oi     int.        i,\iry    iiiiiu  To  livo  the  ditcho; 

once    round    him    entered    into    his  An*   hillock -,   Flaws,  acd   bushes    kmr.'-J 

soul.     Its  doors  stood  open  (lav  and  Jli"c  „        _ 

.   .  A  ,       .  '  \  i  •  I-  rao  chains  an  witchc*. 

nurlit    ready   to    receive    everything  to 

that  was  weak  and  wanted  succour,  T!l0  rWm„  mi,oll  1)Czail  to  plowor 

and  ready  to   be  moved   by  every-  The  distant  rumn<.ck  hill*  out-own*  ;1 

*i  •  ai  "  i.  i   .    i  . %     _Ai  iv.  To  couut  hvr  liornn,  wi'  u'  my  powi-r. 

thing    that   was   lovely   and    noble.  i  **  mjui-P; 

In    all    thc   world  there  was   not   a  Bat  whether  she  had  three  or  fu«rt 

f  r-atcd   thing  which    he    shut    out  *  oouIdna  tcl1" 

from  his  sympathy :  from  the  "cow-  .  .. 

•  -  i  ~~  V   »  :./  iu„  «„i.i .   frt  n.,i,i         Again,    anotucr    whimsoy    seizes 

» ring  beastie     in  the  fields,  to  auld  ,  .     <-      ;.         ...  .  •      ,        . 

\'-  iV:    u  n  :«  u  ,.A>>  i^„.:.j  uA11„K 1f  him.        J-Je    will    sing    cu     "h.-otch 

Nn'kie-oi'n  in  "von  lowin  ncugn    —  Iv.  .  „   ,      ,...       ,     ?      .  . 

r  u  *~-  «n     *u,*  :.  i:i,„  «  «Li  ;n  Drink,     traditional  rtu  au  pint*,  the 
r«e  ic-It  for  all.     He  is  like  a  god  in         n  .  i         ,         /    it      • 

i  ■     *      i      4\  ~  .~i  *    :«  i.: .  ..  «««:««  sadly    misnamed    water   of    lift*    m 
iii^  tender  thought,  in  his  yearning  •:         .      ,        ......    . ,     .  r 

U.y  lh,-ir  welfare.     When  he  wakes  northern  kiidn     Willi  .deal  fervour 

r:v  r.ijrht  and  hears  thc  storm  shake  1«  depicts  us  potency  i-U-hI,  for  us 

..-  n      e  i\       i    .„***. K«  i~~»  vet  at  least,  no  respectable  peasant 

thc  walls  of  thc  clay  cottage,  hc  does  -.     *    .        /.      •  i   •  i      *i 

:-.ot  hiqt  himself   upon  his   Individ-  m  kyc  yr  (.m.-i  is  more  k.jWUmbi 

aril  wnnnth  and  comfort  like  com-       ™llt,n;I  '".yi"    1{o,>";-  .  .,le  ?xow* 

us  how  the  "  brawny,  bainie,  i>lough- 
mon  men —  ,  .  , ,,        i       :,       ,      .  '     ,  r, 

, ,   .  ,     A.     -  ,    _,   .  ..,  iiiuri  chiel      makes  the  glowing  dark- 

"  I.f^t  nine  the  doors  and  windows  rattle,  ,_  :.i  ,.    ..  w.  kk  „•»   1;        "        , 

I  thought  mcoi;  the  ouile  cattle,  some  smithy  ring      wi  dmsome  Cia- 
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mour,"  and  t:  Burnowin  comes  on  like 
death,"  after  the  jovial  dram.  Even 
here  there  comes  in  a  touch  of  kindly 
pathos — the  glimmer  of  tho  incipient 
tear  beyond  the  bright  eye's  genial 
laughter,  as  ho  describes  how  the 
drink  he  celebrates  "  erects  its  head" 
sometimes  among  the  gentle : — 

11  But  humbly  kind  in  time  o'  need, 

The  poor  man's  wine, 

II  in  wee  drap  parritch.  or  his  bread. 
Thou  kitchens  fine" 

The  subjects  are  so  much  aliko 
that  we  may  almost  say  it  is  in 
tho  same  poem  that  one  of  tho 
most  brilliant  and  animated  battle- 
sketches  ever  made  comes  in.  The 
Scotch  reader  foresees  at  once  to 
what  verses  we  refer.  'They  aro 
those  in  which  the  poet,  in  tho  rush 
and  flow  of  his  song,  seizes  by  chance, 
as  it  were,  upon  a  soldier  on  the 
field,  and  paints  him  full  length, 
with  the  suddenness*  of  a  photo- 
graph, but  in  a  glory  of  colour  and 
life  which  puts  all  such  ghostly 
painting  to  shame: — 

"  Bring  a  Scotsman  from  his  hill. 
Clap  in  his  cbeek  a  Highland  gill, 
Bay,  finch  is  royal  Gcorge'H  will, 

An1  there'*  the  foe, 
lie  has  nae  thought  bat  how  to  kill 

Twa  at  a  blow. 

Nae    cauld    fuint-hearted    donbtirg*    tea  ho 

him; 
Dcntli  come**— wi'  fearless  eyo  ho  nees  him  ; 
Wl'  bluidy  hand  a  welconio  ties  him ; 

An1  when  he  fa's, 
liLi  latost  draught  o'  brcathin'  lcn'e-<  him 
lu  faint  huzza*  P 

Was  there  ever  a  more  splendid, 
animated,  living  picture?  The 
41  Highland  gill,"  after  all,  has  very 
little  to  do  with  it;  but  ho  whom 
::o  faint-hearted  doubtings  assail — 
whoso  rush  of  fervid  valour  is 
i:  mi  ted  only  by  the  thought  how 
best  to  kill  twa  at  a  blow — who 
breathes  out  in  tho  face  of  death 
liis  faint  huzzas, — what  a  vision, 
rapid  as  the  lightning,  plucked  out 
of  the  very  heart  of  battle!  In 
those  days  the  British  Isles  was  a 


fighting  country, .  prompt  to"  take 
offence,  and  ready  to  resent — inter- 
fering in  every  man's  affairs;  and 
the  reader  of  that  period  knew  how 
true  was  the  description.  Homer 
himself  could  not  be  more  nervous, 
more  curtly  powerful,  or  move  us 
with  a  deeper  roll  and  rush  of 
heroic  emotion.  Thus  the  young 
ploughman  sweeps  on,  playing  upon 
his  readers1  hearts  as  upon  a  ma- 
gical instrument,  now  rolling  deep 
in  thunderous  swells  of  feeling,  now 
breathing  a  sweetness  akin  to  tears. 
It  is  impossible  to  follow  him 
through  all  those  manifold  notes, 
through  this  flood  of  harmony  at 
once  exciting  and  soothing,  without 
the  wannest  sympathy.  We  know 
these  poems  half  by  heart  Yet  when 
we  read  them  over  again  they  arc 
all  as  fresh  as  ever,  as  radiant  with 
life  as  if  they  had  been  printed 
yesterday.  We  change,  as  tho  poet 
bids  us,  and  are  grave  and  gay, 
and  laugh  and  weep  like  so  many 
fools,  without  pause  or  intermission, 
while  we  turn  from  page  to  page. 
Whore  did  he  get  this  heavenly 
gift?  But  anyhow,  he  exercised  it 
while  ploughing  and  reaping,  and 
leading  coals  along  the  country 
roads,  and  draining  the  clayey 
barren  fields.  Shall  we  say  such  a 
wonder  never  was  V  At  least  it  has 
been  as  rare  as  became  a  miracle. 

And  does  not  the  reader  see  how, 
as  these  poems  grew  and  breathed 
into  being,  the  veil  of  the  unknown 
was  lifted,  and  all  Lowland  Scot- 
land, sweet  and  cheery,  came  to 
light,  as  when  the  sun  rises  over  an 
unseen  land  Y  Some  one,  we  forget 
at  this  moment  whom,  has  directed 
attention  lately  to  tho  place  Scot- 
land held  in  fiction  and  poetry 
before  Burns  and  Scott  were.  Even 
Smollett,  a  Scotsman,  dared  say  very 
little  for  his  country.  It  was  a 
land  of  sour  fanatics,  of  penurious 
misers,  of  mean  bowing  and  scrap 
ing,  of  servile  acts  of  all  kinds 
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country  which  all  its  sons  forsook  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  pinch  and  scrape 
a  living  out  of  English  prodigality, and 
to  promote  their  raw-boned  country- 
men over  the  honest  Saxon,  who  was 
no  match  for  their  grovelling  cunning. 
This  was  the  best  that  was  said  for 
us  on  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed. 
The  extraordinary  revolution  of 
sentiment  since  is  due  entirely  to 
the  two  poets  whoso  mission  in 
very  different  ways  was  to  make 
their  country  known.  Burns  was 
the  first,  and  in  some  points  he  was 
very  much  the  greatest.  His  re- 
velation was  deeper,  stronger,  more 
original  than  that  of  the  other.  It 
reached  lower  down,  revealing  al- 
most more  than  one  nationalitv  in 
the  warm  and  tender  light  by  which 
it  made  Scotland  visible — for  he 
made  the  poor  visible  at  the  same 
time,  the  common  people,  the  uni- 
versal basis  of  society.  Hard  must 
that  man's  heart  have  been,  and 
opaque  his  intellect,  who,  after 
reading  the  u  Cottar's  Saturday 
Night,''  could  have  looked  with 
unchanged  eyes  upon  a  cottage 
anvwhere.  Scotland  was  the  first 
object  of  the  revelation — but  after, 
all  the  world. 


"  At  length  his  lonely  cot  appears  in  view. 

Beneath  the  shelter  of  an  a^ed  tree. 
Th'  expectant  wee  thing*,  toddlin,'  stachcr 
through 
To  meet  their   dad,  wi'  flichterin'    noihO 
an'  glee. 
HI*  wee  bit  ingle,  blinkln'  bonnily. 
His  clean  hearthstane,  hia  thriftie  ivifi^s 
smile, 
Th"  li«ping  infant  prattling  on  hi*  knee. 

Does  a*  his  weary  carking  cares  beguile, 
An'  makes  him  quite  forget  his  labour  vlvC  his 
toil. 

BeJyvc,  the  elder  bairns  come  dropping  in. 

At  service  out,  amaiig  the  farmers  roun' ; 
Some  ca'  the  pleugh,  pome  herd,  some  tcntie 
rin 
A  cannie  errand  to  a  noebor  town  : 
Their    eldc*t    hope,    their    Jenny,    woman 
grown. 
In  youtlifu'  bloom,  love  sparkling  in  her 
e'e, 


Comes  haroe,  perhaps,  to  show  a  braw  now 

gown. 
Or  deposit  her  snir-won  penny-fee, 
To  help  her  parents  dear,  if  they  in  hardship 

be. 


Wi'  joy  unfeigned,  brothers  and  sisters  meet. 

An'  each  for  other's  welfare  kindly  spiers ; 
The   social   hours,  swift-winged,   unnoticed 
fleet: 

Each  tells  the  uncos  that  he  sees  or  hears ; 
The  parents,  partial,  eye  their  hopeful  years; 

Anticipation  forward  points  the  view. 
The  mother,  wi*  her  needle  an'  her  shear*. 

Cars  auld  clncs  lcok  iunuist  as  wccl's  the 
new; 
The  father  mixes  a'  wi'  admonition  due. 


The  checrfu'  supper  done,  wi'  serious  fiica 
They  round  the  ingle  form  a  oircle  wide ; 

The  sire  turns  o'er,  wl*  patriarchal  grace. 
The  big  hu'-liible.  nnee  his  father's  pride  : 

His  bonnet  reverently  Is  laid  aside. 
His  lyart  hafTcts  wearing  thin  an1  bare : 

Those  strains  thut  once  did  sweet  in  Zion. 
glide, 

lie  wnles  a  portion  with  judicious  care : 

And    '1st  tm    iwrt/riji  G<xt,'  ho   says,  with 
solemn  air.M 


All  this  astonishing  work,  or  at 
least  the  greater  part  of  it,  was 
done,  as  we  have  said,  in  two  years ; 
and  these  most  laborious,  most 
anxious  years,  in  which  the  poet 
did  no  more  than  "set  want  at 
defiance,"  and  in  which  he  had  to 
maintain  a  continual  conflict  with 
fate,  for  the  sake  of  all  those  additions 
which  the  simplest  civilisation  must 
add  to  the  want  of  nature.  To  pay 
their  rent,  to  keep  the  roof  over  their 
heads  and  their  mother's  head,  to 
preserve  the  humble  independence  of 
men  who  were  their  own  masters, 
and  not  hired  servants,  the  brothers 
struggled,  sometimes  with  failing, 
sometimes  with  courageous  hearts. 
During  this  period  Robert  met  and 
loved  and  lost  his  Highland  Mary, 
the  most  spotless  of  all  his  loves. 
The  little  that  we  know  of  her  is 
all  tender,  pure,  and  sweet.  Her 
lover  celebrated  the  house  in  which 
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she  was  a  humble  maid-servant,  in  severest  trial  of  his  life,  and  inflicted 
strains  as  passionate  and  reverent  such  pain  upon  him  as  nothing  else 
as  ever  knight  of  romance  sang  to  could  have  done, 
his  lady ;  and  one  of  the  sweetest  "We  need  not  enter  into  this 
pathetic  love-partings  recorded  in  miserable  story,  which  is  sufficiently 
the  national  mythology  is  that  in  well  known,  further  than  to  say 
which  these  two,  with  tears,  and  that  Jean's  parents  destroyed,  with 
thoughts  too  (\f'v\)  for  tears,  ex-  her  consent,  the  u  marriage  lines" 
changed  their  troth,  holding  each  which  made  her  Burns' s  lawful  wife 
other's  hands  across  the  burn  which  very  shortly  before  the  birth  of  her 
wimpled  between  them.  u  Thou  first  child.  Why  the  father  and 
shall  not  forswear  thyself,  but  per-  mother  should  have  thus  chosen  dis- 
form  unto  the  Lord  thy  oath,"  grace  for  their  daughter  is  one  of 
Vic  poet  wrote  afterwards  in  his  the  utterly  unexplainable  mysteries 
Mary's  Bible,  that  grand  and  simple  which  occur  sometimes  in  the  most 
register  of  all  great  incidents  in  the  ordinary  life ;  but  when  one  reflects 
iives  of  the  poor.  But  death  met  that  but  for  this  piece  of  monstrous 
Mary  on  her  way,  and  compelled  and  unintelligible  folly,  Burns* s  wife 
her  to  forswear  herself.  There  is  might  have  taken  her  place  in  the 
r.o  record  as  to  how  he  bore  this  world  as  a  spotless  matron,  no  one, 
blow.  His  early  biographers  were  except  perhaps  some  keen-sighted 
all  too  h\i<y  finding  out  how  he  was  Mauchlinc  gossip,  being  any  the 
condescended  to  by  the  gentlemen,  wiser,  and  the  poet  himself  have 
and  how  many  fine  houses  he  was  been  spared  the  deepest  iifliiction  of 
asked  to  dine  at,  t«>  have  eyes  or  his  life,  and  a  stigma  which  never 
cars  for  such  humble  matters.  And  has  been  quite  removed  from  him, 
the  next  incident  in  Burns's  career  it  is  hardly  possible  to  refrain  from 
which  comes  clearly  before  us  is  a  certain  bitterness  of  denunciation. 
mic  which  connects  him  with  the  The  Armours  destroyed  the  marriage 
name  of  Jean  Armour — never  there-  lines,  thus  unmarrying  the  pair; 
i»fter  to  be  separated  from  his.  rejected  all  Burns's  overtures;  and 
The  story  of  his  connection  with  then,  last  insult  and  injury,  raised 
.-can  is  one  which  it  is  mo>t  dis-  proceedings  against  him  in  order 
'.-isteful  to  tell.  Professor  Wilson  to  compel  him  to  give  security  for 
•  *  justly  indignant  with  the  iinper-  the  maintenance  of  a  child  which 
.incut  freedom  «.f  biographers  who  he  was  not  to  be  allowed  to  claim 
ventured  to  discuss  in  her  lifetime  as  legitimately  his.  The  despair 
whether  her  husband  had  loved  her  into  which  he  was  plunged  by  these 
or  not,  and  whether  or  not  she  was  proceedings  seems  to  us  to  acquit 
i!ie  occasion  of  all  his  mi>fortunes.  Burns  of  all  the  oft-repeated  lic- 
it was  fit  that  one  of  the  most  cusations  of  profligacy  which  have 
.vnerous  and  manful  of  critics  should  been  brought  against  him.  His 
.lave  made  this  protest;  but  yet  own  design  had  been  to  go  to 
"■,  is  impossible  to  exonerate  Mrs.  Jamaica  (a  scheme  which  long  had 
Burns  from  blame.  There  can  be  no  hovered  in  his  brain),  to  work  there 
iltuibt  that  her  facility  and  that  for  his  wife's  support ;  but  he  now 
easy-minded  pcr>uadublencss,  to  use  offered  to  stay  at  home,  to  hire  hiin- 
the  mildest  of  terms,  which  made  self  out  as  a  farm-servant — a  descent 
her  give  him  up  when  not  only  his  in  the  world  which,  though  ap- 
j  care  of  mind,  but  her  own  honour,  parcntly  small,  was  great  at  that 
was  concerned,  procured  for  the  level,  but  which  was  refused  like 
Lian  who  was  s-j  faithful  to  her  the  all    the   rest     Jt    is  impossible  that 
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fi  man  who  was  ready  to  put  his  ingly,  he  made  up  his  mind.  The 
sincerity  to  such  a  test,  whose  at-  prosecution  raised  by  the  Armours 
tempt  to  right  the  wrong  he  had  drove  him  into  hiding.  He  "  skulk- 
done  was  thus  voluntary  and  un-  cd  from  cover  to  cover"  as  ho 
forced,  and  who  was  capable  of  the  himself  describes  it,  miserable, 
sentiments  expressed  in  the  "  La-  shame-stricken,  almost  in  despair, 
ment,"  could  be  a  vulgar  seducer,  Even  when  a  situation  was  procured 
:i  village  profligate  conversant  with  for  him  on  the  estate  of  a  Dr.  Doug- 
such  adventures.  The  ]>romhed  las  in  Jamaica,  as  undcr-overseer,  he 
father's  tender  name  would  have  had  not  money  enough  (nine  pounds) 
been  terrible  and  not  sweet  to  such  to  pay  his  passage.  It  was  in  this 
an  ordinary  villain ;  and  the  chances  emergency  that  he  bethought  him- 
arc  that  such  a  man  would  have  self  of  publishing  his  poems,  or, 
congratulated  himself  on  the  good  more  likely,  had  that  expedient  sug- 
fortune  of  his  escape,  rather  than  gestcd  to  him  by  his  friends.  They 
broken  his  heart  over  the  failure  of  had  become  tolerably  known  in  the 
his  hopes.  local  world  by  this  time  ;  and  every - 
Never  was  there  sufferer  more  body  who  knew  Burns  took  in  hand 
deeply  to  be  pitied  than  the  un-  to  get  subscribers.  The  hope  of  a 
fortunate  young  man  who  had  thus  little  profit  in  the  matter  scarcely 
been  suddenly  brought  to  a  stop  seems,  we  think,  to  have  bulked 
in  the  fulness  of  his  youthful  verjr  largely  with  Burns  himself, 
career.  It  is  as  if  a  ship  in  full  Another  idea  was  foremost  in  his 
sail,  reckless  with  the  security  of  mind.  Had  he  left  the  country 
jrood  weather  and  past  prosperity,  as  he  felt  himself  forced  to  do  at 
had  been  suddenly  caught  by  a  that  miserable  crisis,  he  would  have 
hurricane  .and  dashed  against  some  left  it  in  disgrace — a  man  shamod, 
unsuspected  rock.  Bitter  mortifi-  hunted  away  from  his  native  shore's, 
cation,  wounded  love  and  pride,  the  rejected  under  the  most  aggravating 
sense  of  a  sacrifice  offered  in  vain,  circumstances  by  the  woman  whom 
and  of  personal  rejection  and  con-  he  loved.  At  such  a  dismal  mo- 
tumely,  mingled  with  all  his  external  ment  it  was  natural  that  there 
miseries.  He  was  unable  to  give  should  rise  in  his  heart  a  desire 
the  security  required.  "  J  suppose,"  to  redeem  his  name  as  far  as 
says  Mr.  Lockhart,  "  security  for  was  possible.  "  It  was  a  delicious 
some  four  or  live  pounds  a-year  was  idea,"  he  says,  in  the  narrative  of 
the  utmost  that  could  have  been  his  early  life  which  he  addressed  to 
demanded  from  a  person  in  his  Dr.  Moore,  not  much  more  than  a 
rank  ;  but  the  man  who  had  in  his  year  after,  and  in  which  a  certain 
desk  the  immortal  poems  to  which  levity  of  tone  scarcely  veils  the 
we  have  been  referring,  either  dis-  recent  wounds,  "  that  I  should  he 
ilained  to  ask,  or  tried  in  vain  to  find,  called  a  clever  fellow,  even  though 
pecuniary  assistance  in  his  time  of  it  should  never  reach  my  ears.*' 
need."  Probably  the  former  was  the  "Jtis  just  the  last  foolish  action  I 
true  state  of  the  case,  for  borrowing  intend  to  do,"  he  writes  in  June 
was  horrible  to  him.  That  terrible  1780,  to  a  friend  with  whom  no 
bugbear  "  a  jail,"  a  spectre  which  forced  feeling  was  necessary,  a  shoe- 
haunted  him  to  his  dying  day  with  maker  in  Glasgow,  *4and  then  turn 
an  almost  childish  terror,  seemed  ii  wise  man  as  soon  as  possible.'* 
now  to  open  its  gloomy  doors  at  his  "With  this  motive  he  drew  forth 
very  side.  The  only  thing  to  save  those  homely  writing  -  books  and 
him  was  flight.     And  to  fly,  accord-  scraps  of  manuscript  on  which  were 
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written  the  verses  which  would  at  was  on  a  gloomy  autumn  night  that 
that  moment  have  been  a  greater  he  left  the  manse  of  Loudoun,  where 
loss  to  the  world  than  the  Grown  he  had  gone  to  take  leave  of  the 
jewels,  and  took  them  to  an  obscure  minister.  Dr.  Laurie,  a  friend  who 
Kilmarnock  printer.  Thus  humbly  was  exerting  himself  busily  though 
stole  into  the  world  the  last  fare-  secretly  on  the  poet's  behalf  ;  and 
well  to  his  country  of  a  young  man  gloomier  still  were  his  confused  and 
ruined  and  wretched  —  a  volume  melancholy  thoughts.  As  he  strode 
which  made  more  commotion  in  tho  over  the  dreary  moorland  in  the 
world  of  literature  than  perhaps  any  cloudy  gloaming,  hope  forsook  the 
one  volume  has  made  since.  Never  young  man  thus  "abandoned,  exiled, 
was  there  a  humbler  entry  upon  and  forlorn."  Tears  came  to  his  eyes, 
any  stage;  and  few  dchutavt*  have  and  the  familiar  language  of  song  to 
been  so  heavy-hearted.  -  He  was  his  lips.  u  Farewell,"  he  said,  with 
still  in  hiding,  living  about  in  the  all  the  bitterness  of  the  parting 
houses  of  his  friends,  when  tho  swelling  over  him — 
volume  appeared.  Either  its  imme- 
diate success  must  have  cowed  those  "  Farewell  auld  Coila's  hills  and  dales, 

strange  encmios    who  were,   so  to  SS^K™^ 

.  ,n       -    ..  .  '         «  .  1  he  Bcenc*  where  wretched  fancy  roves, 

speak,    of    his    own    house,    or    his  Pursuing  past  unhappy  love* ! 

improving  prospects  disarmed  them  :  Farewell  ray  friends,  farewell  my  foes ! 

-c~-    ~  .   4i?~  i  ~Ji, 1 1    u~     .  v 4  I  My  peace  with  these— my  love  with  those; 

for   as  the  book  sold   he   seems    to  ThVtarating  teaw  my  heart  declare : 

have  lingered,  making  new  friends,  Farewell  tho  bomiie  banks  of  Ayr  r 
and  appearing  at  well-known  houses 

in  away  scarcely  practicable  to  a  This  was  the  very  darkest  mo- 
hunted  man.  Dugald  Stewart,  with  ment  before  the  dawn.  lie  had 
condescension  so  gracious  and  ami-  scarcely  gone  from  Loudoun  Manse 
able  that  it  seems  cruel  to  call  it  by  when  a  letter  arived  there  from  Dr. 
that  disagreeable  name,  but  which  Black  lock  in  Edinburgh,  a  letter 
still  was  condescension,  though  most  which  the  kind  minister  had  been 
delicately  veiled,  had  him  to  his  hoping  for,  which  seems  to  have 
house  of  Catrine,  where  ho  even  raised  Burns  at  once  from  the  depths 
44  dinner' d  with  a  lord "  on  an  occa-  of  despondency  to  immediate  and 
sion  whijh  he  celebrates  with  much  brilliant  hope,  though  it  contained 
fun  and  glee.  He  formed  tho  ac-  nothing  but  warm  praise  and  cn- 
quaintance,  besides,  of  Mrs.  Stewart  couragement,  and  urgent  advice  that 
of  Stair,  and  of  Mrs.  Dunlop  of  another  edition  of  the  poems  should 
Dunlop,  afterwards  his  steady  friend  be  published.  So  in  place  of  going 
and  constant  correspondent;  and  to  Jamaica,  the  poet,  no  longer  de- 
perhaps  with  some  hopes  raised  by  spairing,  went  oft'  to  Edinburgh,  and 
the  very  names  of  these  great  people  all  his  life  changed  like  the  shifting 
— hopes  of  an  exciseman's  place,  of  a  scene  in  a  theatre.  The  first 
which  already  tempted  him,  among  portion  was  over,  and  many  scenes 
others — he  lingered  through  the  completed ;  but  now  another  fytte 
autumn,  ever  reluctant  to  tear  him-  of  the  eventful  history  was  to  begin, 
self  from  his  home.  But  no  help  The  next  chapter  in  Burns's  life 
came  from  any  of  his  patrons ;  and  is  a  very  curious  one ;  but  it  was 
the  poems  had  produced  twenty  not  of  the  importance  which  by  all 
pounds.  With  this  ho  secured  a  rules  of  likelihood  it  ought  to  have 
passage  in  a  ship  from  Greenock,  been.  He  went  among  the  "first 
and  even  sent  off  his  chest  contain-  circles  "  of  Edinburgh  without  per- 
ing  all  his  humble  possessions.    It  turbation,  without  enthusiasm,  with 
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a  calm  which  utterly  and  with  rea-  and  foolish  admiration,  but  ap- 
son  perplexed  all  his  learned  and  proaches  it  gravely,  holding  his 
witty  and  refined  entertainers.  The  peasant  head  high,  penetrated  by 
secret  of  this  calm  lay,  now  doubt,  in  the  discovery  that  one  rank  is  no 
the  fact  that  ho  had  been  already  better  than  another,  and  that  one 
disenchanted.  He  had  found  out  monotonous  line  of  limitation  is  to 
what  society  was  from  his  Mauch-  be  found  in  all.  Had  ho  been  trans- 
line  experiences,  being  a  quick  to  ported  out  of  himself,  dazzled  by 
learn  and  wise  to  know "  as  ever  his  new  associations,  it  would  have 
man  was.  He  had  found  out  that  been  more  natural,  and,  perhaps, 
gentlemen  were  like  nothing  in  this  notwithstanding  all  that  must  have 
world  so  much  as  ploughmen — that  followed,  it  might  have  been  better 
the  entertainments  of  the  fine  people,  for  him.  But  the  wonder  remarked 
or  at  least  those  u writers'  feasts"  bjr  all  was  that  Burns  was  never 
with  which  he  was  most  conversant,  dazzled.  He  held  his  head  perhaps 
were,  with  a  few  differences  in  even  a  little  rigid  in  his  sad  deter- 
manner,  as  like  as  two  peas  to  the  mination  not  to  be  again  deceived, 
peasant  carouses  in  alehouse  kit-  seeing  with  clear  eyes,  through  all 
chens.  Nay,  there  would  even  seem  the  homage  paid  him,  that  delicatcst 
in  his  utter  silenco  about  it  a  kind  insolence  of  wonder  that  the  plough- 
ed suggestion  that  Burns  found  in  man  should  hold  his  own  so  calmly — 
the  revels  at  Poosic  Nancsic  the  that  softest,  kindest  consciousness 
rudimental  germ  from  which  the  of  his  inferiority  which  ran  beneath 
whole  sprang,  with  different  dc-  all  the  sparkling  stream  of  admira- 
jrrccs,  no  doubt,  of  decency  and  po-  tion  and  adulation.  The  Ayrshire 
litcness,  but  little  that  was  funda-  Ploughman! — he  was  so  distin- 
m  en  tally  greater.  The  ploughmen  guished  in  print  and  in  talk,  delicately 
were  like  the  beggars,  and  the  labelled  in  society,  so  that  no  man 
writers  like  the  ploughmen,  and  the  might  fail  to  perceive  what  special 
lords  and  philosophers  like  the  claims  he  had  on  the  forbearance 
writers ;  and  nowhere  were  there  of  the  gentlefolks ;  but  it  was  dis- 
any  demi-gods,  any  Society,  high-  appointing  to  them  to  find  no  need 
seated  on  the  topmost  rank  of  for  forbearance.  Never  was  a  more 
humanity,  such  as  Olympus  might  curious  scene.  His  patrons  described 
have  stooped  to,  such  as  a  man  him,  discussed  him,  wondered  at  him, 
might  be  proud  to  rise  to.  For  without  quite  perceiving  —  though 
such  a  society  a  poet  might  have  some  of  them,  we  think,  had  an  un- 
l?orne  even  to  be  patronised;  but  easy  consciousness  of  it— that  he  saw 
he  had  learned  that  it  was  not  to  through  them  all,  and  had  fuller 
he  found.  command  of  the  position  than  they 
Thus  there  was  no  illusion  in  had.  But,  we  repeat,  it  would  pro- 
file eye*  with  which  he  looked  out,  bably  have  been  better  for  him  had 
gentle  but  stern,  upon  society  in  he  been  without  that  painful  en- 
Kdinburgh.  Already  he  had  found  lightenment,  had  he  been  able  to 
that  siren  out,  and  she  could  no  throw  himself  into  the  new  world 
longer  delude,  no  more  excite  him.  with  enthusiasm,  to  bo  dazzled  and 
This  painful  enlightenment  is  vis-  have  his  head  turned.  The  awaken- 
ible  through  all  that  follows.  He  ing,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  bitter, 
is  never  enthusiastic,  never  carried  but  still  ho  would  have  had  the 
away,  always  on  his  guard.  He  sweeter  flavour  of  the  best  kind  of 
does  not  plunge  into  the  new  world  social  condescending  adulation,  in- 
with  a  neophyte's  generous  all-belief  stead  of  the  worst  kind,  which  he 


.**! 


162                                A  Century  of  Great  PoeU.   %  [Feb. 

had  once  received  with  enthusiam,  The  witty  city,  so  full  of  intellect 
and  the  tasting  of  which  had  made  and  so  conscious  of  her  powers,  was 
him  as  the  gods,  seeing  good  and  evil,  startled  by  this  strange  apparition. 
But  that  was  past  praying  for.  And  She  grew  serious  and  silent,  and 
Burns  passed  through  this  Edinburgh  stared  with  a  deeper  meaning  than 
chapter  without  either  good  or  harm  generally  animates  the  stare  even  of 
to  speak  of,  wondered  at,  gazed  at,  an  intellectual  crowd,  at  this  man 
applauded,  considered  everywhere  who  refused  to  have  his  head  turned, 
the  first  of  miracles  and  lions  ;  but  He  talked  with  the  best  of  her  con- 
like a  man  in  a  strange  country,  versationalists,  had  opinions,  extra- 
holding  himself  separate  and  apart,  ordinary  to  say,  about  everything, 
with  an  almost  coldness  quite  foreign  and  was  neither  proud  nor  ashamed 
to  his  nature.  Among  women  the  of  the  fact  that  he  was  an  Ayrshire 
case  was  otherwise.  He  is  said  to  ploughman.  Strange,  unintelligible, 
have  made  the  somewhat  curious  puzzling  apparition !  He  came  and 
remark,  that  whereas  he  had  met  went  and  disappeared  and  was  seen 
with  men  in  his  own  class  as  wise,  no  more  ;  and  Edinburgh,  which  had 
as  excellent,  as  thoughtful  and  received  something  of  a  shock  from 
high-minded  as  any  he  had  met  in  this  peasant  Mordecai,  who  gazed 
the  higher  circles,  yet  that  an  uc-  at  her  pageants  in  silence,  and 
complished  woman  was  a  being  al-  would  not  applaud,  took  a  little 
together  new  to  him.  We  have  comfort  in  whispering  stories  about 
doubts  whether  Burns  ever  said,  or  him — how  he  had  friends,  Ayrshire 
saying,  meant  this.  But  such  an  tradesfolk  and  the  like,  in  humble 
idea  is  not  ne/ossary  to  explain  his  streets,  who  were  more  congenial 
greater  enthusiasm  and  warmth  society  for  him  than  the  wits  and 
among  ladies.  Notwithstanding  the  gentlemen ;  and  how  he  caroused 
all  his  rustic  adventures,  it  is  clear  in  these  unknown  haunts,  and  spent 
that  a  certain  chivalry  of  feeling  to-  his  time  in  drinking,  and  was  of 
wards  women  existed  in  him  always,  anything  but  a  satisfactory  charac- 
and  the  gentle  condescension  of  a  tor.  This  was  a  kind  of  comfort 
lady  had  nothing  unpalatable  in  it  to  — though  she  shook  her  head  and 
so  manly  a  man.  Is  not  every  woman  professed  to  be  very  son*}' — to  the 
overy  man's  superior  by  the  gentle  injured  complacency  of  the  intclloc- 
laws  of  chivalry,  and  that  visionary  tual  city. 

courtesy  which  is  at  once  the  root  The  most  charming  reminiscence 

and  the  finest  blossom  of  good  man-  which  dwells  in  our  minds  of  thin 

ners  ?    It  takes  nothing  from  a  man's  Edinburgh   visit  may  be  found  in 

manhood  to  defer  to  a  woman,  to  Dugald  Stewart's  description  of  the 

accept  whatever  grace  she  gives  as  poet.      "  I    recollect    once  he  told 

if  it  came    from    an    eminence    of  me,"   says  the  Professor,  "when  1 

nature,  to  assume  a  certain  noble  in-  was  admiring  a  distant  prospect  in 

feriority.     This  it  is,  perhaps,  which  one  of  our  morning  walks,  that  tho 

makes  such  a  man  always  more  at  sight  of  so  many  smoking  cottages 

his  ease,  always  seen  to  better  ad-  gave  a  pleasure  to  his  mind  which 

vantage,   and  even    almost    always  none  could  understand  who  had  not 

hotter    understood,   by  the  women  witnessed,  like  himself,  the  happi- 

socially  superior  to  him  than  by  the  ncss  and  the  worth  they  contained." 

men.  These  dozen  words,  falling  upon  us 

On  the   whole,    however.    Burns  all  at  once  surprise  the  tears  to  our 

made  more  impression  on  Edinburgh  eyes.     What  loyalty,   what  tender 

than    Edinburgh  made    on    Burns,  thoughtf ulness,  what  faithful  love  of 
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his  own,  breathe  out  of  them  !  The  headed  boy  in  Edinburgh,  whose 
wise  men  had  been  praying  him,  pulses  had  tingled  down  to  the 
almost  on  their  knees,  to  write  a  very  finger-tips  with  gratification  at 
tragedy,  to  abandon  the  Scottish  a  word  from  the  older  poet  on  their 
tongue — a  barbarous  dialect,  which  one  encounter.  After  this  he  went 
kept  him  in  bondage — and  to  be-  to  Mossgiel,  but  only  for  a  few 
come  a  correct  and  refined  English  days,  to  find  all  the  country-side 
poet.  And  Burns,  one  can  fancy,  wondering  over  him,  and  to  feel 
with  a  smile  on  his  lips,  had  played  such  a  visionary  sentiment  of  dis- 
with  the  idea,  perhaps  sincerely  by  gust  as  was  naturally  to  be  looked 
moments,  with  a  touch  of  gratified  for  in  the  circumstances,  at  the  ex- 
vanity  at  the  notion  that  all  styles  traordinary  difference  between  the 
were  possible  to  him — for  we  find  sentiments  of  that  little  world  when 
him  talking  vaguely  and  finely  of  he  left  it  in  disgrace  and  when  he 
the  advantage  it  is  to  a  poet  to  be  returned  to  it  in  honour.  Then 
able  to  study  life  in  its  full  tide ;  ho  went  off  again,  unsettled  and 
and  he  went  so  far  as  to  buy  a  note-  scarcely  happy  notwithstanding  his 
lkook  (never  used,  heaven  be  praised!)  fame,  with  some  money  in  his  poc- 
k%  to  take  down  his  remarks  on  the  ket  but  little  comfort  in  his  heart 
spot"  of  the  different  new  charac-  He  wandered  across  the  Border,  he 
ters  he  saw.  But  when  he  went  went  back  to  Edinburgh,  he  looked 
out  beyond  the  streets,  with  their  wistfully  about  him,  wondering,  per- 
studies  of  character,  and  saw  the  haps,  how  it  was  that  none  of  his 
hills  of  Braid  rising  soft  into  the  many  admirers  made  any  attempt 
morning  sunshine,  and  the  smoke  to  help  him  to  a  reasonable  new 
floating  upward  from  the  cottages,  a  beginning  of  the  thread  of  life. 
sudden  sweet  revulsion  came  to  him.  There  was  some  vague  idea  of  a 
His  mission  and*  true  work  returned  farm  on  the  estate  of  Dalswinton, 
like  a  dove  fluttering  from  the  west,  near  Dumfries  ;  and  then  came  the 
where  his  heart  was.  Heaven  keep  the  suggestion  of  the  Excise,  a  notion 
cottage  smokes,  the  homely  firesides,  which  had  already  crossed  his  mind. 
the  plodding,  silent  folk  within !  To  Burns  the  post  of  an  exciseman 
These  were  the  scenes  that  he  knew,  seemed  in  no  way  derogatory.  It 
the  worth  and  the  happiness  which  was  his  own  idea  steadily  pursued  for 
he  alone  of  all  Scottish  men  under-  some  time,  and  which  he  was  very 
stood  and  could  expound,  so  that  glad  and  thankful  to  succeed  in  at  last, 
all  the  world  might  understand.  And  perhaps  it  was  as  good  a  thing 
One  loves  to  believe  that  at  that  as  could  have  been  done  for  hiin  ; 
moment,  with  so  fair  a  scene  before  although,  after  all  the  assaults  upon, 
him,  Burns  touched  ground  again  and  all  the  excuses  that  have  been 
after  his  town-spent  winter,  and  be-  made  for,  his  fine  friends,  the  won- 
thought  himself  of  the  true  and  der  remains  why  no  one  of  them 
only  life  which  awaited  him  among  tried  at  least  to  find  a  more  worthy 
his  pleasant  holms  and  fields.  position  for  the  poet.  "VVe  do  not 
When  he  left  Edinburgh  he  desire  to  join  in  any  foolish  clamour 
roamed  through  Scotland  for  a  short  on  the  inappropriateness  of  his  occu- 
time,  penetrating  to  the  edge  of  the  pation.  lie  himself  did  not  con- 
Highlands  with  the  almost  temerity  sider  it  inappropriate,  which,  after 
of  a  voyager  in  an  unknown  coun-  all,  is  the  grand  test.  But  how  it 
try  ;  for  the  Highlands  then  were  happened  that  none  of  these  well- 
closed  with  double  barriers,  Wal-  off  people  had  the  bowels  to  ask 
ttr  Scott  being  as  ytt   but  a  long-  what  he  mcaut  to  dc,  or   to  help 
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him  in  doing  something,  is  a  mys-  of  itself  has  often  a  startling  effect 
tcry  beyond  our  power  of  solving,  upon  the  mind.  Much  can  bo  borne 
After  all,  he  had  to  auk  for  the  in-  when  it  is  possible  to  look  forward 
tercst  which  got  him  even  his  hum-  even  to  the  chance  of  something 
ble  appointment.  Edinburgh  did  better.  But  here  no  change  could 
not  take .  so  much  trouble  as  that.  be.  Before  long  he  sought  active 
And  he  got  £500,  or,  as  some  say,  work  as  an  exciseman,  and  soon  waft 
i-'(KM),  for  his  poems,  a  great  for-  galloping  almut  the  country,  over  a 
tune,  which,  with  sundry  other  cir-  wide  district,  finding,  no  doubt,  re- 
cumstances,  determined  his  course  frcshment  in  the  variety ;  but  cut- 
at  once.  In  May  178H  he  went  ting  oil*  his  last  hope  of  success  as 
home,  married  Jean  Armour,  and  a  farmer.  On  the  whole,  probably,, 
took  the  farm  of  Kllisland,  near  the  life  suited  him  very  well.  He 
Dumfries.  Jean  seems  to  have  made  had  a  great  deal  of  riding — as  much 
a  good  and  true  wife,  and  the  conn-  as  two  hundred  miles  in  a  week, 
try-side  was  charitable,  and  she  was  some  one  says  ;  and  wherever  he 
not  of  the  class  which  is  "called  went,  every  door  of  rich  and  poor 
upon,"  or  expects  to  receive  public  Hew  open  to  the  poet.  He  must 
recognition  by  society.  But  still  the  have  had  actual  enjoyment  of  his 
circumstances  of  this  new  beginning  popularity,  such  as  falls  to  the  lot 
were  little  likely  to  encourage  a  man  of  few  writers,  in  these  wanderings 
who  had  now  become  sensitive  to  over  the  country.  The  very  face  of 
the  opinions  of  a  different  class,  that  pleasant  land  brightened  with 
and  who  had  gained  some  know-  smiles  to  see  him.  In  the  farm  and 
ledge  of  the  way  in  which  such  the  cottage  as  well  as  in  the  hall,  he 
matters  are  regarded  elsewhere.  was  received  with  enthusiasm.  Now 
Burns  remained  in  Ellisland  three  and  then  he  could  do  a  kindness 
j'ears,  and  our  space  requires  that  which  gratified  his  good  heart,  and 
we  should  pass  these  years  over  increased  his  popularity.  No  doubt 
briefly.  Things  went  well  with  him  he  liked  it  well  enough.  And  yet 
at  first,  but  notwithstanding  his  ex-  by  times  there  would  come  over  him 
cellencc  in  individual  labour,  it  a  dreary  thought  of  better  things 
seems  very  doubtful  whether  he  which  might  have  been.  lie  en- 
was  ever  a  good  farmer ;  and  the  couraged  himself  in  his  career 
new  household  was  large  .and  waste-  with  words  which  would  seem  hut 
fill,  and  wanted  regulation,  which  an  ostentatious  brag  of  his  devotion 
his  wife,  "sair  hadden  down  bv  a  to  his  dutv  if  they  did  not  mean 
sina'  family,"  was  not  able  to  give,  something  deeper.  Thus,  when  he 
And  perhaps  he  wearied  of  the  mo-  laments  over  his  office  of  gauging 
notony  of  his  work — perhaps  felt  auld  wives'  barrels,  he  ends  with  a 
the   fatal   restlessness   of    one   who  recollection  of  its  needfulness : — 

has  tasted  ease,  and  is  aware  of  the  , .  „,,  ....  .  .     .. 

i  :**..«  .i:*r  «  ..«„  l.,  »*,.«,*„  u:  .  ,»„.„  l^*  Tliao  moving  UiintjB  ca  <•<!  wife  mid  weans 

bitter  difference  between  his  own  lot  w..wld  inuv«-  the  very  hcjirt  octanes." 

and  that  nf  others.     He  had  felt  this 

even  in  his  youth  ;  but  now  he  had  An<l  lu-  repeats  the  sentiment  so 
no  longer  the  easy  content  and  hope-  oftcn  lhut  ,l  woul(1  weary  and  almosl 
fulness  of  youth*  though  its  vigour,  <li*J?ust  the  reader,  but  for  some- 
its  impatience,  its  thirst  for  happi-  thing  infinitely  sad  and  sorrowful 
ness,  still  existed  in  full  force  with-  which  lies  below  :— 
in   him.     And   now   he  was  /»/>///fv/,  "Tomiikc  nhnppy  fireside  chimo 

wedded,  fixed  by  fate,  with  change  ,r,T7-bl.l!ri'? and  wJ,fc'       ,     ,,- 

,  .*.  ,  *     ^       t  ■  i  That  f  th«  trw  pathos  and  sublime 

no   longer  possible  —  a  fact   which  of  human  life.' 
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How  often  does   ho  say  it! — re-  sweet  existence  in  the  lovers' meet- 

minding  himself  of  what  he  had  to  ing !     Can  he  ever  forget  that  sacred 

think   of,   of    what  he   must  work  hour?     His   heart   swells,  and   idle 

for— with  pathetic  reiteration.     No ;  tears  come  to  his  eyes,  as  the  good 

ho  would  not  allow  himself  to  for-  housewife  hustles  round  him ;   and 

get  them,  would  not  permit  all  these  life,  with   its   fireside   comfort  and 

substantial   reasons   for  living    and  uncscapahle   reality,   embraces    and 

working,   and  holding  by  his  exist-  binds    him    in    a   hundred    chains, 

ence,  to  fade  out  of  his  mind.      But  Perhaps    the    dead    Mary    was    no 

that    September    night,    when    his  wiser,  no  loftier,  than  good-humoured 

anxious   wife  followed   him   out  to  forbearing  Jean ;  but  with  her  the 

the  barnyard,  and  found  him  "strid-  life  of  dreams  and  imagination,  the 

ing  up  and  down  slowly,  and  con-  life  that  might  have  been,   had  dc- 

teinplating  the  sky,  which  was  sin-  parted.     "Where  was  their  place  of 

g^ilarly    clear     and     starry,"    what  rest? 

thoughts  of  the  might-have-been  Nothing  can  be  more  touching 
were  those  which  were  surging  up  than  the  silent,  inexpressible  pathos 
ploomily  and  sadly  into  the  poet's  of  this  scene.  Like  a  man  of  hon- 
mind  ?  The  wife  went  in,  hop-  our,  he  said  nothing  to  his  wife 
ing  he  would  follow ;  but,  coming  about  it,  nor  indeed  to  any  other 
out  again,  fearing  that  his  cold  mortal.  And  not  even  to  his  ccles- 
would  get  worse  by  this  expos-  tial  confidante  does  ho  unbosom  the 
lire,  found  him  lying  u  on  a  heap  heaviness  of  the  dragging  chain,  and 
of  straw,  with  his  eyes  iixed  on  a  that  sense  of  deadly  weight  and 
beautiful  planet,  which  shone  like  oppression  which  comes  upon  a  man 
another  moon."  Those  poet-eyes  when  fate  closes  round  him,  and  he 
that  glowed  and  dilated  through  tho  feels  that  nothing  can  better  him,  no- 
flew  of  unshed  tears,  what  were  they  thing  make  his  future  different  from 
gazing  atV  A  star,  and  the  sweet  the  past.  His  anguish  breaks  from 
image,  maiden -pure,  of  his  Mary  him  in  the  only  way  that  was  law  - 
dead  ;  and  who  can  tell  what  dead  ful  and  honourable  to  such  a  man, 
hopes,  what  schemes  untold,  what  in  such  a  way  that  even  a  jealous 
better  life  that  might  have  been  ?  woman  could  scarcely  take  offence ; 
Not  a  word  of  these  could  he  say,  and  Jean  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
in  honour  and  justice,  to  the  woman  jealous,  or  anything  but  a  good, 
liy  his  side,  who  stood  and  begged  easy,  sweet-tempered  soul.  But 
and  importuned,  no  doubt,  that  he  what  worlds  of  suggestion  breathed 
would  not  lie  there  and  get  his  out  of  that  passionate  remembrance, 
death  of  cold.  He  went  in  instead  that  sacred  and  unforgottcn  grief  ! 
and  wrote  to  a  confidante  who  would  Professor  Wilson  treats  this  period 
not  betray  hiin — to  Mary  in  heaven,  of  Burns' s  life  as  his  defender  and 
And  how  tender,  how  wistful  and  champion  is  sufficiently  justified  in 
longing  are  those  lovely  lines  !  How  treating  it ;  and  with  a  dazzling  play 
clear  before  him,  in  that  winterly-  of  special  pleading  almost  succeeds 
autumnal  night,  with  early  frost  in  in  proving  to  his  bewildered  reader 
the  air  making  all  the  stars  glow  that  the  life  of  his  poet,  then  as  at 
and  glitter,  rises  the  nevcr-to-bc-for-  all  other  times,  was  perfectly  success- 
gotten  summer  day,  when —  ful,  spotless,  and  splendid.     Wo  fear, 

"  Ayr.  gurgling,  klsaed  hi*  pebbled  shore,  however,   that  this  theory  will   not 

O'ei-hung    With  wild  wood*,   thickening  stand    against   the    concurring   ovi- 

Krccnr  dence  of  all   his   biographers.     His 

and  flowers  and  birds  mingled  their  life  was  full  of  temptation,  full  of 
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opportunity  for  those  convivial  en-  so  long  as  feting  Burns  was  a  dis- 
joyments     which     were     not     only  tinction    to    themselves ;    and    now 
counted  excusable  by  the  temper  of  what  right  had  they  to  stop  short 
the  time,  but  gloried  in  by  all  whose  and  advise  ?    So  he  quarrelled  with 
heads  were  strong  enough  to  indulge  some  hotly,  and  with  others  coldly, 
in  them  without  ruin.     And  to  our-  feeling  a  mist   of  separation  grow 
selves  it  appears  little  wonder  that  between  him  and  many  whom    he 
a   man   to   whom   such   unbounded  had  held  in  warm  esteem :  and  the 
hopes  had  once  opened  up,  and  to  country-side    gathered    itself    away 
whom  such  moderate  realisation  of  from  him  and   stood  by,  with  that 
hope,  had    come — who  felt  himself  stillness   and  awful  interest  which 
fatally  distanced   in   the  race,  and  marks  the  spectators  of  every  des- 
whose  heart  had  failed  him   along  pcrate  tragedy,  to  see  how  long  the 
with   his   hopes, — to  us  it  is  little  headlong  race   could  last,  and   how 
wonder  that  he  fell  into  greater  and  soon  the  catastrophe  would  come, 
greater  indulgence  in  that  easy  way  The  race   did  not  last  long.     In 
of  forgetfulness.     He  had  failed  even  3  701  he  gave  up  his  farm  at  Kllis- 
as  a  farmer,   and  he  had  failed  in  land,  and  removed  into  a  small  house 
finding  any  higher  standing-ground ;  at    Dumfries.     There   he   lived   five 
but  in  every  tavern,   and  at  every  years — and  died.     Through  all  this 
uproarious  table  where  he  chanced  time  he  was,  to  use  a  homely  phrase, 
to  find  himself,  there  was  oblivion,  burning   the   candle   at  both    ends, 
there  was   honour    and   admiration  Ho  rode  faJ-t  and  far,  and  attended 
and  enthusiastic  homage.     He  might  diligently   to   all  the  duties   of    his 
be  but  a  hard  riding-gaugcr  in  the  vocation.      He   poured   forth   floods 
morning,  but  at  night  he  was  a  king,  of  songs — songs  full  of  passion  and 
And  of  all  things  in  the  world  to  bo  fervour — and  which  were  not  mere 
kept  in  lawful  and  moderate  bounds,  creations  of  the  brain,  but  commem- 
this  habit  is  the  most  difficult.     To  orated — in  warmer  terms  than  was 
"fetter   flames   with   silken   band"  probably  called  for  by  one  out  of 
U    an    enterprise    as    easy.     There  fifty     of     these     relationships — an 
seems    no    doubt    that    the     entire  amount  of  agreeable  intercourse  with 
country -side,  great  and  small,  abetted  his    fellow- creatures    which    must 
S'.ml  encouraged  Burns  thus  to  for-  have  occupied  no  small  portion  of 
get  his  sorrows — until   the  moment  his   time.     He  wrote  numerous  let- 
•  ■aine  when  the  more  prudent  per-  ters;  he  entered  warmly,  sometimes 
sons  in  it  perceived  that  the  excite-  too  warmly,  into  politics ;    ho  often 
incut  of  his  life  was  becoming  too  spent  half  the  night  after  this  active 
intense,  and  the  race  towards  some  employment  of    the   day  in   merry 
precipice   of    downfall    more    head-  companies,    of    which    he  was    the 
long  than  could  be  encouraged  any  inspiration,  and  where  his  talk  wart 
longer.     Then  they  stopped  short  in  more  fascinating  than  the  wine — or, 
their  invitations  "  for  his  good,"  and  to  speak  more  truly,  if  less  poetical- 
advised  him   for  his  good,  and  be-  ly,  the  toddy — which  flowed  freely 
came  exhortatorv  and  full  of  admo-  enough  all  the  same.     And  into  all 
nitions.      It  is  very  likely  that  the  the^e    multifarious    occupations   he 
poet  took  it  badly — and  with  reason  rushed    with    the    impetuosity  and 
enough.     For  no   man   had    so   be-  unity  of   his  nature,  doing  nothing 
friended   him,  so  helped  him  in  his  by  halves.     He  threw   himself  into 
difficult  way,  as  to  have  the  r'vM  of  Thomson's  book  of  Songs  with  zeal 
exhortation.     They  had  invited  him  as  great  as  if  it  had  been  the  only 
to  their  houses,  so  long  as  his  visit  work  ho  had  in  hand ;  and  withal 
was  an  honour — they  had  feted  him,  neither  pleasure  nor  poetry  prevent- 
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ed  him  from  doing  his  work  as  an  to  learn  their  lessons,  and  read 
exciseman  with  the  most  punctilious  poetry  with  them,  directing  their 
exactitude.  And  Thomson  accepted  childish  taste ;  and  for  years  there 
the  songs,  and  was  easily,  very  casi-  might  be  seen  of  an  afternoon  by 
ly,  convinced  that  the  author  want-  any  chance  passer-by,  in  a  little 
ed  no  remuneration ;  and  all  the  back  street  in  Dumfries,  through 
gentlemen  who  had  known  him,  and  the  ever-open  door,  one  of  the  great- 
did  know  him,  and  to  some  of  whom  est  of  British  poets,  sitting  reading, 
even  he  had  told  his  hopes  and  with  half-a-dozen  noisy  children 
wishes,  stood  by,  not  even  helping  about,  and  their  mother  busy  with 
him  on  to  be  a  supervisor,  the  most  a  housewife's  ordinary  labour.  This, 
modest  bit  of  promotion.  His  hope  we  say,  was  visible  to  everybody  who 
was  that  he  might,  on  securing  this  chanced  to  pass  that  way ;  and  the 
step,  have  been  eligible  for  the  post  days  ran  on  quietly,  and  tho  world 
of  collector,  which  was  well  paid,  grew  used  to  the  sight,  and  it  never 
and  would  have  given  him  abundant  seems  to  have  occurred  to  any  one 
leisure  for  literary  work.  "We  do  not  how  many  blockheads  had  comfort- 
remember  whether  this  easy  possi-  able  libraries  to  maunder  in,  whilo 
bility  of  improving  his  position  has  this  man — sole  of  his  race  in  Scot- 
been  much  dwelt  on  by  his  biogra-  land,  and  almost  in  the  kingdom, 
phers ;  but  the  neglect  of  it  is  a  for  Wordsworth  and  Coleridge  were 
much  more  serious  sin  to  be  charged  still  little  more  than  boys — had 
against  the  Dumfriesshire  gentry  neither  quiet  nor  retirement  possi- 
than  the  original  offence  of  giving  bio.  With  an  inconceivable  passive 
him  an  exciseman's  place,  which  has  quiet  tho  good  people  went  and 
been  thrown  in  their  teeth  so  often,  came,  and  took  it  as  the  course  of 
A  little  trouble,  a  little  steady  back-  nature.  A  little  later  they  were 
ing  from  one  or  two  influential  per-  proud  of  having  seen  it ;  in  the 
sons,  might  have  easily  raised  Burns  mean  time  it  moved  them  not  an 
to  this  modest  eminence,  and  given  inch.  Neither  would  it  now,  were 
him  all  that  his  heart  desired.  But  it  all  to  be  done  over  again. 
this  backing  no  one  gave.  It  would  There  is  one  pathetic  scene  still, 
seem  incredible  were  it  not  very  far  which  appears  to  us  out  of  the  mists 
from  a  solitary  instance  of  such  before  death  and  peace  come  to  end 
strange  carelessness.  Were  it  to  be  all.  Professor  Wilson  rejects  the 
done  over  again,  no  doubt  the  same  story  with  that  scornful  laughter 
would  happen.  Tho  patrons  were  which  is  shrill  with  coming  tears. 
ready  to  give  a  fluctuating  hospital-  But  we  see  no  reason  to  reject  it 
ity  and  good  advice;  and  a  subscrip-  On  tho  contrary,  all  tho  internal 
tion  for  a  book,  or  even  a  little  evidence  is  in  its  favour.  The  story 
money  in  genteel  alms,  would  he  is  told  by  a  young  country  gentle- 
hare  accepted  it;  but  to  take  the  man,  who  rode  into  Dumfries  on  a 
trouble  to  hoist  him  gently  on  in  fine  summer  evening  to  attend  a 
the  way  chosen  by  himself,  that  is  ball,  and  saw  Burns  walking  by  him- 
what  they  would  not  do.  '  self  down  tho  side  of  the  street, 
Meanwhile  he  did  his  humble  while  various  country  people,  drawn 
work  with  less  and  less  hope,  and  together  by  tho  evening's  enter- 
tried  his  best  to  get  such  good  as  tain  men  t,  were  shopping  or  walking 
was  possible  out  of  the  dregs  of  his  on  the  other. 

broken  life.     Much  gentle  and  kind  .,__       _                   ,.           .   _ 

j^-.^,*:^  „:_**.«  iinJ:^!  «iwv.,+  i.:m  "The     horseman     dismounted     and 

domestic  virtue  lingered ^  about .him  .  inC(l  B          w,      on  hl8  proposi     lo 

to  the  end,  notwithstanding  all  his  lllm  to  cross  the  street,  said,  *  Nay,  nay, 

vagaries.     He  would  help  his  boys  my  young  friend,  that's  all  over  now*;* 
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and  i|Ui>lcd(  after  a  pause,  some  versos  He  died  cheerfully  and  manfully 

of  Lady   (irizt-i   BailuVs   pathetic  bul-  \[^  a  Christian  ;    though  with  his 

,iU  '  heart  rent  asunder  hy  fears  for  the 

-ill.,  bonnet  .too.l  ame  ftl-  fair  on  his  helpless  children  whom  he  was  leav- 

brow,  ing  behind  hmi.     And  the  moment 

liu   mild   nne   looked  bettor  than  mony  ]10  was  dead  his  friends  came  and 

UutTuw'hc'letH't  wear  any  way  it  will  buried  him:    and  red-coated  splen- 

hinj;,  dours  lined  the  streets,  and  a  certain 

Audhff?*  hlm*vlt  <low,c  "1>(m  the  w,ni"  noble  officer  who  would  not  in  his 

oh  were'  we  mm*.  «h  we  ance  |Mc  been,  lifetime  permit  the  gauger  to  bo  in- 

\\\»  Huid    imvc   been  galloping  down  on  troduced   to  him,   played   mourner 

*   i*v,V". 7ri**-!*        ..    ,-,      , ..  i  to  thc  (lea(i  Poet     Strange  satire. 

And  linking  it  over  the  hivwhito  len,  ,     .      i         *    1      *i    j.    1-      u* 

And  wtnnu  my  heart  licht  1  uouid  the:  "  enough  to  tempt  dcTils  to  laughter, 

but  men  to  very  different  feelings. 

It   seems    impossible   to  conceive  And  while  there  was  scarce  a  meal 

that  such  a  story  could  have  been  left  in  the  penniless  house  the  bells 

invented.     To  show  that  his  forlorn  tolled  and  the  shops  were  closed, 

heart  was   still    u  licht,"   JLJod   help  and  a  great  procession  swept  through 

him  !     Hums   took   the  young  man  the   streets,  and  vollevs  were  fired 

home  and  made  him  merry.     What  over  the  grave  of  him  who  had  been 

words  these  are !  and  with  what  un-  carried  out  of  that  home  of  poverty, 

speakable  meaning  they  must  have  What  a  change  all  in  a  momeut! — 

fallen    from    the    poet's    lips.     Sad  because  he  was  dead,  and  neglect  or 

courage,      endurance,     gaiety,     and  honour,  help  or  desertion,  could  affect 

profound     untcllahlc     despair  —  not  him  nevermore, 

any  great  outburst,  but  an   almost  Hut'  let    us    add    that   the  true 

tranquil     ordinary    state    of    mind.  Scotland,    for   which   he   lived   and 

"Worena  my  heart  licht  I  would  dee"  sang,  never  slighted  and  never  has 

— it  is  the  sentiment  of  all  his  con-  forgotten  her  poet.     She  gave  him 

eluding  years.  un  education  such  as  a  prince  might 

And    thus   he   died — thirty-seven  have  been  glad  of,  and  many  a  do- 

yeurs  old — worn  out     His  old  ter-  lightsome  hour  by  Ayr   and   Nith, 

ror  of  a  jail   came   over  him  again  and  in  the  breezy  wholesome  fields, 

like  a  spectre   at   the   end,   but  he  And  so  long  as  he  was  in  her  safe 

died  owing  no  man  anything,  stern  keeping  he  was  happy,  and  strong, 

in  his  independence  to  the  last.     Of  and  spotless,  a  very  model  of  poetic 

course  his  friends  in  Dumfries  would  life  and  joy  and  freedom.    She  has 

not   have  allowed  him  to  go  to  jail  given  him  a  grave  besides,  and  many 

for  five  or  ten  pounds,  Mr.  Lockhart  a  tear  which    would   have   kept  it 

says.    And  we  answer  No,  of  course  green,  but  for  the  senseless  blocks  of 

they   would    not — they    dared    not.  stone  with  which  it  has  been  heaped 

Hut   nobody  came   forward   to  say,  over.     And   wherever  the  common 

Here    is   my   purse.     Nobody   even  people  from  whom  he  sprang,  whom 

attempted  to  pay  his  poor  little  sea-  he  loved  and  understood  and  made 

side    lodging   for    him,    as    Profcs-  known  to  the  world — wherever  they 

sor  Wilson    remarks,    or    to    lift   a  meet  they  sing  his  songs,  they  speak 

single  obstacle  out  of   his  way.     It  his   language,    the}'  hold   his  name 

was    so  easy   to   say   that   he   was  dear.    It  is  all  they  ever  could  do  for 

proud,  and  would  accept  help  from  him.     And    the    others-  built    his 

no  one;  and  no  one,  so  far  as  we  can  monument     It  was  late,  but  it  was 

sec,  ever   attempted,  with  generous  handsome,  or  so  at  least  the  taste  of 

comprehension  of  a  generous  pride,  the  time  thought.     And  what  more 

to  chase  these  scruples  away.  would  a  Poet  have  ? 
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SERPENT-CHARMING  IN  CAIRO. 
TO   THE    EDITOR   OP   BLACK  WOOD'S   MAGAZINE. 

On  my  visit  to  Egypt  during  the  tation  of  half-a-sovcreign  extra — a 
winter  of  18fi8-9,  1  was  interested  large  sum  in  piasters — which  I 
and  amused  by  the  tricks  of  the  "  ser-  thought  suspicious.  The  outer  gar- 
pent-charmer,"  the  bal>oon- trainer,  ment  of  the  villanous-looking  old 
and  other  zoologically-disposed  na-  Sheik  was  the  long  loose  frock  of 
tives,  who  exhibit  the  accomplish-  a  coarse  bluo  '  cottou-stuffj  called 
mentis  of  themselves  and  their  captives  "  galabieh,"  with  large  baggy  sleeves, 
in  the  warm  and  bright  January  sun-  or  what  looked  liko  sleeves  from 
bhine  on  the  broad  trottoir  of  the  the  mode  of  its  adjustment  A 
Edbekiah,  below  the  entry-terrace  conjuror  would  have  concealed  the 
of  Shepherd's  Hotel,  whereon  the  major  part  of  his  property  in  its 
traversers  to  and  from  our  Indian  ample  folds. 

empire,  with  other  sojourners,  love        He  entered  a  house  followed  by 

to  bask  and  congregate.  his  boy  and  ourselves.     I  may  men- 

I  wished   to  see  the  process  by  tion  that  we  were  joined  by  Mr.  Sohy, 

which  the  charmer  clears  the  house  son  of  my  old  and  esteemed  friend 

infested  by   ophidian   vermin,  hop-  the  late  President  of  the  Koyal  Col- 

ing  to  get  some  clue   to  its  intel-  lege  of    Surgeons  in  London,  who 

Hgible    element      I  found    in    Mr.  happened  then  to  be  in  Cairo.     The 

Broadway,  formerly  a  pupil  of  my  Sheik,  on  entering,  stepped  forward, 

old     acquaintance     Cartright,     and  mysteriously  glancing  to  the  right 

now  surgeon -dentist  to  the  Khedive,  and  loft,  muttering  and  occasionally 

the   Hareem.  and  the  haul  ton  of  whistling,  and  passing  from  room  to 

Cairo,  a  friendly    and  willing  ally  room,  closely  followed  and  watched 

in   this    matter.      He  made  an   ar-  by  us;  ho,  however,  left  that  house, 

rangement  with  a  notable  member  intimating    that    it    was  free  from 

of    the    privileged   family    of    Der-  snakes. 

wishes,  who  profess  to  inherit  the        In  the  next  house — and  whenever 

q  uasi  supernatural  faculty,  and  drove  any    inhabitant    was    visible,    the 

nie  to  a  part  of  the  suburbs  of  Cairo  charmer  was  reverently  welcomed — 

where  dwellings  were  to  be  found  on  entering  the  second  room  I  noticed 

likely  to  require  and  profit  by  it.  that  a  doorway  led  from  it  to  a  dark- 

The  charmer    came    to    appoint-  ened  apartment  without  other  entry 

ment,  accompanied  by  a  boy    with  or  exit     The  charmer  stood  at  this 

a  bag,  said  to  be  for  the  snakes  that  doorway,    his  legs  apart,  his  arms 

were  to  be  captured.  on   the  lintel,  his  turbaned  visage 

The  houses  were  of  the  low  turn-  poked  forward,  and  the  incantation 

ble-down  character  common  in  those  and  whistling    becoming    emphatic, 

suburbs;   most  of    them  detached,  I  tried  to  get  into  the  place,  but 

in     patches    of    slovenly -cultivated  there  was  no  passing  without  shov- 

gTOuntL  ing  the  fellow  aside,  and  the    boy 

I  suggested  that  the  charmer  loudly  protested  against  my  prox- 
should  strip,  and  have  his  garments  imity  and  disturbance.  Tho  char- 
searched  before  entering;  but  he  mer  next  stretched  forward  the 
refused,  and  even  resisted  the  temp-  hand  carrying  his  stick  and  tapped 
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the  wall  of  the  darkened  room ;  cess  of  his  incantation.  The  poor 
then,  suddenly  turning  round  to  us,  snake,  which  had  been  jerked  out, 
exclaimed,  according  to  my  inter-  lay,  like  the  first,  in  a  half-coiled, 
preter,  u  The  snake,  my  cousin,  sluggish  state  on  the  floor, 
there  he  is  !"  and  stepped  down  in-  I  charged  the  imposter  with  the 
to  the  room.  We  followed,  and  fact,  and  was  happily  unacquainted 
a  small  specimen  of  the  common  with  the  meaning  of  the  loud  and 
harmless  house-snake  of  Egypt  {Co-  voluble  remonstrances  of  the  der- 
luber  atrovirens\  half  coiled  in  wish  and  his  gathering  of  dusky  be- 
seemingly  a  semi-torpid  or  sluggish  licvers,  to  which  my  friendly  con- 
state, lay  on  the  floor.  On  the  ductor  put  a  stop  by  threatening 
supposition  that  it  had  been  coaxed  to  thrash  the  saint 
out  of  a  chink  in  the  wall  I  should  1  returned  to  the  hotel  with  the 
have  expected  to  see  some  move-  conviction  that  "  serpent-charming" 
ment  of  the  reptile  or  endeavour  to  was  not  conducted  under  circums tan- 
escape  ;  but  we  were  given  to  un-  ces  favourable  to  a  rational  or  scien- 
derstand  that  it  was  charmed.  The  tific  explanation/^  the  process ;  that, 
boy  seized  it  behind  the  head,  and,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  attended,  like 
after  I  had  inspected  it,  popped  it  other  marvels  which  dread  the  light, 
into  his  bag,  which  I  observed  to  with  purposive  obstructions  to  fair 
contain  others,  apparently  of  the  and  accurate  observations ;  and,  fin- 
same  kind.  ally,  that  it  was  a  rude  mode  of 

Wo  visited  four  or  five  other  conjuring,  in  which  the  snake,  pro- 
houses,  in  two  of  which  a  serpent  fessed  to  be  charmed  out  of  a  nolo 
on  the  floor  was  the  result  of  the  in  the  wall,  was  concealed  upon  the 
incantations  and  movements  cxhi-  person  of  the  conjuror,  and  trans- 
ited by  the  charmer  at  the  entry  f erred  by  sleight  of  arm  and  hand  to 
to  the  alleged  infested  apartment  the  floor  of  the  room  alleged  to  have 

I  noted  that  ho  never  "charmed  "  been  infested, 

save  when  he  came  upon  a  room  to  I  parted,  gratefully,  from  my  worthy 

which  there  was  no  other  entry  than  and  liberal  guide, — for  the  time  Mr. 

a  doorway  from   the  one  we  hap-  Broadway  devoted  to  this  wish  of 

poned  to  be  in.  mine  was,  I  knew,  of  considerable 

To  my  strongly-urged  desire  to  value  to  him, — under  the  impression, 
first  enter  such  cul-de-sac,  in  order  however,  that  he  had  engaged  in 
to  see  the  issue  of  the  mesmerised  the  experiment  as  a*  believer  in  ser- 
scrpent  from  its  lurking-place,  I  was  pent-charming,  and  with  a  view  of 
told  that  the  charmer  objected,  on  removing  my  scepticism  thereon, 
account  of  the  evil  influence  of  the  The  result  was,  evidently,  a  shaking 
presence  of  an  "  uncomplimentarily-  of  his  own  belief,  though  without 
specified  individual "  upon  the  opera-  unqualified  acceptance  of  my  expia- 
tion of  tho  magic  process.  nation  of  the  process. 

It  reminded  me  of  the  objections  Mr.    Broadway,   however,   kindly 

of  our  own  spiritualists  to  the  pro-  promised  to  repeat  the  experiments 

pence  of  a  sceptic,  and  to  too  much  after  my  departure  from  Cairo,  with 

light  in  the  room.  certain  precautions  and  conditions 

I  thereupon    watched  the  Sheik  which  I  suggested.     He. associated 

the  more  closely,  and  distinctly  de-  with  him   in    the    investigation  an 

tectcd  a  slight  but  rapid  and  ener-  intelligent  and  close  observer,  and  I 

gctic  quivering  movement  of  the  left  have  been  recently  favoured  by  Dr. 

arm  and  sleeve,   immediately    pre-  Grant  with  the  following  communi- 

ceding  his  announcement  of  the  sue-  cations  on  the  subject : — 
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11  Cairo,  October  12, 1871.  into  three  sects,  with  distinct  functions. 

"  Professor  Owbn.  These  arc — 

"Dear   Sir,—  I   write  this   to  pre-  ui8t     Florannyeh   or   Owlad    Ilwan. 

vent   vour  using   any   documents   you  __These  pretend  to  thrust  iron  spike* 

m?y  ..r1^    on     8CrPcnt-channing,    for  into   UlfAr  cyea  and  body   without  in- 

•cienUfic   purposes,  till  the   subject   is  4Ury.  to  pass  swords  through  the  body, 

more  thoroughly  examined     Mr  Broad-  an(f  hewers  through  the  cheeks,  with- 

way  and  I  have  set  about  clearing  up  out   producing    a    wound.     They   also 

Uic  matter  m  a  way  that  will   rccom-  ^  gnakefl  and  1Ive  coalBt 

mend  itself  to  you,  and  we  have  already  «M    Sanduych. —These    pretend    to 

got  three-fourths  finished.     Had  it  not  handle   with   impunity    venomous    sor- 

been  that  I  am  at  present  very  busy,  1>cnt8  aT1(1  scorpions.     They  also  partly 

yoa  would  have  had  a  full  account  of  devour  serpents 

what  we  have  already  ascertained,   in-  uM    0wlad  *  Svidl     Qamaa.— These 
stead  of  this  prwnUnory  note.    Know-  preteud  to  detect'  the  presence  of  Ber- 
ing that  you  are  anxious  to  have  ser-  penUi  aiiywherc,  and  to  have  the  power 
pent -charming    properly    investigated,  of  (.a11w  them  out  from  their  blding- 
so  as  to  leave  no  shadow  of  a  doubt  placC8#    $hey  also  cat  them  entire, 
either  way,  I  beg  you  will  wait  for  my  „m.A  n«i«-  «,«-  *..„„a~a  v„  a~~~*A 
communication,  which  I  am  convinced  "  ™.c  £rfcr  ^ S°^    Jl  W? 
will  satisfy  your  mind,  in  as  far  as  ser-  ^,  J  \^  w  ™S^.S?i  ™™ 
pcnt^lurmlng  in  Egypt  is  concerned;  S?iS^n5u %5«  JS3 $ ~L?£  1 1 
ind  it  is  allowed    that  the  Egyptians  °vcr,  serpcnU    the  secret  of  which  he 
I^a  J™)i    4JT\,™Ti«  4i,i«  , ^X^f  handed  down 'to  his  followers.     He  is 
stand  second   to  none  in  this  respect.  _a„(milli    na  _   anin± .    AnA    Ki_    *^~.r   t_ 
unless  to   the  Hindoos;    and   rest   as-  reym'd   as  a  saint;    and   his   tomb   fe 
mi«*T  »\i,«  ««  S«in    i*  i     hnt  «  6aid  to  be  full  of  serpents,  so  that  even 
^of  i^ripr^in           '  *"  death  he  attract*  them  to  him.    The 

^ftriStoTKrty  I  have  taken  in  «*«*  of  thc  ™%  «**dM  *»««>•  ,. 

"Cairo,  October 20,  1871.  charmer  was  called  in  he  consented  to 

"Professor  Owen.  an  examination,  and  allowed  his  loose 

"Dear  Sir,  —  By   last   mail    I   sent  frock  to  slip  from  his  shoulders  to  his 

yon  a  letter    promising   to    give  you  feet,    showing   himself   naked.     In   an 

some  information  on  serpent-charming,  instant,    however,   he  replaced   it   over 

■ad  I  now  take  pleasure  in  communl-  his    shoulders    and    proceeded    to    his 

eating  to  you  thc  facts  that  have  come  work.*    He   had  a   long   slender   stick 

to  %ht  since  Mr.  Broadway  and  I  have  which  was  quite  solid.    He  went  along 

P°t  the  matter  to  the  test     We  pro-  thc  passage  on  which  thc  rooms  opened, 

cared  two   serpents    from   thc   desert,  at  one  time  whistling,  then  beating  the 

oac  t  eenutes    corniUu*.    thc    other   a  wall  with  his  stick,    and  repeating  an 

<**"»  dt  cavdlo,  and  had  them  kept  in  incantation    in     Arabic.       While     Mr. 

*  tax  made  with   two   compartments.  Broadway  followed   and   kept   his   eye 

A  professed  serpent-charmer,  who  had  on   thc   charmer,    I   watched   the   boy 

btelj  successfully  practised  his  art  in  who  had  accompanied  him  with  a  bag 

uther  nouses,  was  sent  for  several  times  of   serpents.    When  he  came   opposite 

J         by  those  who  had  employed  him  before,  the  kitchen  door,  which  was  wide  open. 

bat  each  time  an  evasive   answer  was  he   stop]>cd,    stepped   forward  a   little, 

returned,   and   he   could    not    be   got  and     then    starting    back,     exclaimed, 

After  a  time   we   were    successful    in  4  There    is    one — there   is   one,    como, 

Kiting  a  member  of  thc  Rifauyeh  to  come!*    At   this   moment   Mr.    Broad- 

rome.  way  peeped  round  the  edge  of  the  door, 

"The    Rifauyeh    arc    thc    first    and  but  saw  nothing.    The  charmer  seeing 

most  celebrated  of  thc  four  orders  of  this  movement,  made  a  feint  as  if  the 

the    Darwlshcs.      They     arc     divided  serpent   had   seen    him   (Mr.  B.),    and 


*  Snakes  concealed  in  the  sleeve-bags  would  'not,  necessarily,  be  displaced  or., 
detected  in  this  process.    Thc  frock  should  have  been  removed  and  searched. — R.O.. 
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turned  back  to  its  hole  Then  he 
rushed  into  the  kitchen  and  with  his 
stick  brought  out  a  serpent,  a  harmless 
house-snake,  which  I  am  sure  was  not 
there  before  he  introduced  it.  lie  now 
began  to  play  with  it,  making  it  bite 
his  galablch  and  pretending  to  tear  out 
its  poison-fangs. 

44  He  was  told  there  ww  still  another 
serpent  to  he  removed,  and  that  of  a 
different  kind,  lie  deposited  this  one 
alive  in  the  boy's  l>ag.  (They  profess 
that  if  once  the'v  kill  or  connive  at  the 
killing  of  a  snake,  they  would  for  ever 
lose  their  power  over  them.  How  then 
do  they  retain  their  power  and  yet  eat 
them?)  This  time  I  kept  my  eye 
upon  the  charmer,  and  Mr.  Hroiuiwuy 
watched  the  boy,  as  we  entered  the 
room  where  our'  serpent*  were.  There 
were  also  other  spectators.  He  went 
through  the  same  mana'iivres  as  in  the 
passage,  only,  after  having  gone  several 
time*  round  the  room  und  effected 
nothing,  he  began  to  ]>oke  with  his 
stick  in  holes  about  the  walls,  when  he 
was  told  that  any  one  could  poke  a 
snake  out  of  his  hole  in  that  way,  but 
that  he  was  to  call  it  out. 

44  Failing  to  find  an  opportunity  of  do- 
ing his  work,  he  asked  to  have  a  ward- 
robe opened,  which  I  did,  leaving  one 
half  of  the  door  shut.  Behind  this  he 
began  to  poke,  and  before  1  could  de- 
tect an v thing  he  inserted  his  arm,  and 
tried  4  There  is  one !  There,  is  one  !  *  and 
pretended  to  exert  great  force  in  draw- 
ing it  out.  Then  he  cried  *  there  are 
two!  there  are  two!*  and  directly 
brought  out  two  ordinary  housc-Miakcs. 
We  could  not  detect  the  trick,  though 
convinced  that  it  was  sleigh  t-of-haud. 
Wc  iusisted,  however,  that  there  were 
more  servients  in  the  room,  but  he  was 
emphatic  in  his  assertions  that  there 
were  none;  and  swore  by  his  saint 
who  had  invested  him  with*  this  power, 
that  the  idncc  was  cleared  of  them. 

"  Finding  that  we  could  not  urge 
him  on  to  further  disnlay  of  his  hktll, 
1  asked  for  his  stick,  and  with  it  I 
pushed  from  under  the  divan,  the  box 
in  which  our  serpents  were  undis- 
turbed. He  looked  at  them  und  cx- 
.claimed,  4  These  are.  from  the  desert, 
from  the  Western  Mountains.  I  don't 
know  how  to  work  with  these.1  We 
all  laughed  heartily,  which  so  annoyed 
Jiim    that    he    began  to  prove  that'  he 


was  one  of  the  order  of  serpent-char- 
mer* by  eating  one  of  his  own  serpents. 
This,  'however,  did  not  convince  110, 
and  calling  for  the  boy,  we  made  him 
put  one  of  his  house-snakes  into  a  hat, 
and  placed  the  hat  in  the  middle  of  the 
room.  Then  we  asked  the  charmer  to 
call  this  snake  out.  '  Oh  no  1  *  he  said, 
1 1  cannot  do  this;  because,  once  a  snako 
has  been  charmed  and  imprisoned,  It 
will  never  be  charmed  again  to  become 
imprisoned  again.' 

44  Thus  lmfrlcd,  we  took  him  before  the 
Prefect  of  Police,  and  found  that  he 
was  one  of  the  Kifauyeh.  The  Prefect 
told  him  that  he  was  a  conjuror  (Ha- 
bass),  and  that  all  his  kind  were  con- 
jurors, and  ended  by  saying,  'Be  off 
with  you,  you  dog!'  On  explaining, 
however,  to*  the  Prefect  what  we  want- 
ed, he  assured  us  that  the  whole  of 
them,  not  excepting  ttie  Sheikh  of  the 
order,  were  deceivers;  but  ho  would 
further  our  object  by  ordering  the 
Sheikh  to  appear  next  day. 

44  On  leaving  the  Zubntieh  the  charmer 
and  his  boy,  who  had  been  waiting  out- 
side, clamoured  for  '  huckshcesli,'  which 
we  promised  to  givo  them  when  they 
returned  with  the  Sheikh.  They 
walked  off  sheepishly  without  further 
solicitations.  During*  the  afternoon  of 
the  next  day  we  took  our  serpents  to 
the  Police-station  to  meet  the  Sheikh. 
hi  the  crowd  outside  u  hot  discussion 
was  kept  up  regurding  the  powers 
of  the  Sheikh, — a  Jew  maintaining 
that  he  had  no  more  power  over  these 
serpents  titan  any  other  person,  and 
that  he  would  not  dare  to  touch  them; 
a  Moslim,  on  the  other  hand,  declar- 
ing that  the  Sheikh  would  not  only 
handle  them  with  impunity,  but  would 
eat  them.  » 

44  When  the  Sheikh  appeared  I  ques- 
tioned him  carefully,  and  obtained  the 
following  information,  —  that  his  name 
was  Mohammed  Yaseen;  that  lie  was 
the  Sheikh  es  Seggudeh  el  Rifa'ceych 
(occupant  of  the  prayer-carpet  of  the 
founder  of  the  order:  the  'Seggadeh* 
is  considered  the  spiritual  throne); 
that  he  knew  how  to  devour  tire  and 
eat  snakes ;  that  he  had  secrets  from 
his  ancestors  that  those  under  him  did 
not  know,  and  that  some  of  those  under 
him  had  secrets  that  he  did  not  know; 
that  he  dare  not  touch  those  serpen  to* 
of  ours;  that  If  he  were  bitten  by  them 
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he  would  be  poisoned  like  other  men ; 
that  he  did   not  know  how   to  charm 
serpents;     that    there    were    none    in 
Cairo  who  could;    that  if    there   were 
mny  who    said   they  could,    they   were 
kadabecn  (liars);  that  there  were  only 
fifty  or  sixty  men  who  had  this  secret 
transmitted    to    them    from    father    to 
son;   that   he  knew  for    certain    these 
bad  tho  power  of  detecting  where  ser- 
pent* were,  and  could  entice  them  out 
from    their    hiding  -  placets    by    calling 
*  My  cousin,  my  cousin ;'   that   all    ser- 
pents were  alike  to  them,  and  not  one 
more  capable    of    being  charmed    than 
another;   that    you    might  take  a   ser- 
pent of  your  own  and  put  a  mark  upon 
it,   and  secrete    it  anywhere,  and   they 
would  bring  it  out  for  you ;  that  these 
men   are  called   'Owlad    Syidi  Gamaa,' 
and  live  in  two  villages  (I)eesibs  in  the 
Minoonch  district,   and  Dinosher,   near 
Mahallah)    at    a    considerable    distance 
from  Cairo;    that   they   arc    agricultu- 
rists, and   earn  their    bread   by  tilling 
the  soil;  that    they    have    this    power 
over  serpents  imparted  to  them  on  con- 
dition that  they  never  take  any  reward 
for  whatever  service  they    may  render 
in  usinj;  it  (hence  they  do  not   travel 
round  the  country,   nor  lay  themselves 
out  for  serpeut-eharminir,"  but   remain 
at  their  villages,    following    remunera- 
tive employments) ;   that  all  those  who 
pnctUe    the   art   of    serpent-charming 
*nd  take  money  for  it    are   deceivers ; 
that  he  expected  one  of    the    genuine 
charmers    to   visit   Cairo    next   month 
(siaaban)    and    he    promised    to    bring 
aim  to  us,   begging   in  an   undertone 
that  the  exhibition  should    not  be    at 
the  Pollep-station. 

"The  Prefect  being  now  disenjraged, 
began  to  cross-examine,  the  Sheikh,  and 
wb  noticed  a  great  discrepancy  in  his 
different  answers.      He  now  confessed 
to*t  he  did    not  know  positively   that 
these  fifty  or  sixty  men  could  call  ser- 
pent* from  their  hiding-places,   but  as 
H  wa*  the  talk  {on  (lit)  of  the  country, 
lie  believed  it.     The  Prefect,  however, 
declared   that    they    were    all    Habluis- 
wen  (conjurors)  whether  they  accepted 
of  money  or  not    On  this  the  Sheikh 
l*ame  angry  and  left.     We  followed, 
*ad  on  passing  through  the  courtyard 
▼e  heard    the    disappointed    Moslims 
leasing  their   shcikli   by   saying    that 
we  would  not  give  up  the  serpents,  and 
oo  that  acccount  the  Sheikh  would  not 
dkplay    hia    powers.    Their    belief    is 


that  once  the  Shcikli  has  brought  ser- 
pents under  his  influence,  he  must  not 
let  them  get  out  of  his  possession.  The 
Sheikh,  however,  did  not  intimate  any 
such  thing  to  us,  but  absolutely  refused 
to  touch  them. 

(Signed)    "J.  A.  S.  Grant." 

In  the  last  letter  with  which 
T  have  been    favourod    Dr.    Grant 

writes : — 

"The  other  day  I  met; the  'serpent- 
boy'  who  accompanied  the  'serpent- 
charmer*  we  had  employed,  and  I 
bribed  him  to  tell  me  how  we  were 
deceived.  He  was  unwilling  at  lirst  to 
inform  me,  but,  after  a  little  wrangling 
about  how  much  the  bribe  should  be, 
he  declared  that  the  charmer  had  the 
serpent**  concealed  about  his  dress  in 
small  bags,  one  being  in  one  bag  and 
two  in  the  other.  This  appeared  to 
me  to  afford  a  feasible  explanation  of 
what  the  charmer  effected,  for  the  two 
serpents  were  twined  together  just  a* 
if  they  had  been  confined  in  a  small 
space,  and  tho  great  exertion  mani- 
fested on  his  part  to  get  them  out  was 
a  mere  pretence  to  have  his  other  hand 
introduced  to  manage  to  oi>cn  the  bog 
and  to  conceal  it  while  we  were  being 
attracted  by  the  serpents." 

Human  nature  is  pretty  much 
the  same  in  all  ages  and  climes. 

Unregenerate  craftsmen,  if  work 
be  scarce,  and  comes  not  naturally, 
will  "make  work"  when  others  have 
to  pay  for  it. 

It  seems  to  be  an  accepted  prin- 
ciple with  plumbers  and  glaziers, 
for  example,  that  they  have  no 
further  concern  with  the  fire  they 
have  had  to  kindle  on  the  roof  of 
hall  or  castle  after  the  lead  it  has 
melted  has  been  duly  applied  secun- 
dum artcm.  It  would  be  a  cheap 
insurance  if  a  fireman  or  policeman 
or  other  trusty  individual  were  em- 
ployed, as  a  rule,  to  visit  and  inspect 
the  locality  immediately  after  such 
artisans  had  left  work.  It  maybe 
deemed  an  imperative  precaution 
when  a  mansion  stored  with  price- 
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less  rarities  has  any  need  of   the  coincidence,  in  the  very  part  of  the 

services  of  a  plumber.  kitchen-garden  where  the  conference 

But  to  come  back  closer  to  my  with  the  mole-catcher  had  been  held 
subject  At  a  happy  period  of  my  on  the  previous  evening.  There, 
life  when  I  came  into  possession  of  sure  enough,  no  fewer  than  six  mole- 
the  charming  abode  assigned  to  me  hills  had  been  raised  in  that  very 
by  the  gracious  favour  of  the  Queen,  night,  most  of  them  breaking  up 
in  Richmond  Park,  I  was  discussing  the  rows  of  the  brightly-sprouting 
with  the  gardener,  one  fine  evening  peas,  on  which  I  had  been  building 
in  May,  some  horticultural  opera-  flattering  hopes  of  a  rarely-enjoyed 
tions,  when  a  functionary  of  the  luxury.  Touching  which,  I  remem- 
Park  was  announced  and  made  his  ber  Mr.  Ellis  of  the  "  Star  and  Garter" 
appearance.  He  was  the  umole-  once  giving  me  an  instance  of  the 
catcher/'  and  had  plied  his  vocation  refinement  that  the  gustatory  sense 
there,  he  told  me,  man  and  boy,  for  may  attain  to  by  due  cultivation, 
upwards  of  fifty  years.  He  respect-  The  prime-warden  of  a  City  Com- 
fully  intimated  to  me  that  my  pre-  pany,  holding  a  summer-festival  on 
deccssor  had  found  it  necessary  to  Richmond  Hill,  interpellated  the 
avail  himself  of  his  services  in  keep-  waiter  bjr, — "  You  rascal,  these  ere 
ing  down  what  would  otherwise  be  mixed  peas!"  Meaning  that  only 
a  grievous  pest  to  both  lawn  and  half  of  thorn  had  been  gathered  on 
flower-bed.  I  expressed  my  surprise  the  day  of  the  feast 
at  the  intimation.  Rats,  I  know,  It  seemed  plain  to  me  that  moles 
were  plentiful  about,  but  moles  I  and  fresh-gathered  peas  were  in- 
had  thought  were  a  scarce  article  in  compatible.  I  struck  my  flag :  sent 
a  garden.  However,  I  inquired  the  for  the  mole-trapper,  and  paid  him 
"  terms,"  as  it  was  u  no  part  of  his  his  guinea  in  advance.  I  never  re- 
regular  business  to  look  after  the  gretted  it  1  got  more  mole-lore  out 
gentlemen's  gardens  belonging  to  the  of  that  old  gentlemen  than  I  had 
Park."  My  predecessor,  it  appeared,  ever  before  heard  or  read  of.  Ho 
had  subsidised  the  old  expert  at  a  always  reminded  mo  of  a  mole  him- 
guinea  a  year,  and  I  was  warranted  self — a  thin,  prognathic  visage,  the 
44  never  to  see  a  mole  twice"  in  the  nose  longer  than  it  was  deep,  and 
gartlcn  on  these  terms.  The  difti-  ending  in  a  red  point ;  the  smallest, 
culty,  it  struck  me,  was  as  to  getting  keenest  eyes  that  ever  peered  out 
any  glimpse  at  all  of  the  interesting  of  sockets. 

burrower:  but  it  was  the  mole-heaps  If  at  home  on  the  evenings  of  his 

old  Warps  meant ;  once  levelled  after  professional    inspection,    1    usually 

the  upturner  had  been  trapped,  they  ordered  a  jug  of  Mortlake  ale  into 

would    not   reappear.      T   hesitated  the  arbour,  and  went  in  for  mole- 

and  pondered  on  the  capabilities  of  gossip. 

my  then   limited    salary  from    the  1  owe  to  Warps  my  first  evidence 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  its  of    the    vocal    powers  of    Jlustela 

contrast  with  the  probable  fortune  vulgaris. 

of  my  gallant  predecessor  at  Sheen  u  You  know,  sir,    them  parts  of 

Lodge,  and  concluded   that  I  must  the  Park   as  the  servant-galls  and 

forego  the  luxury  of  keeping  a  mole-  people  won't  go  near  to,  after  dark; 

catcher.  coz  of  the  screams  of  the  murdered 

Next  morning  I  was  disturbed  at  babby  as  was  heard  thcreabouthalf 

breakfast  by  my  gardener,  with  the  the  night" 

announcement  that  the  moles  had  u  Well,  it  must  have  taken  a  long 

been  at  work  ;  and,  by  a  most  curious  time  to  kill,"  I  interpose. 
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"Now  I  tell  you  what  that  was,  "Do  you  know,"  I  asked,  "how 
sir,  it  were  a  weasel  as  got  trapped  quickly  they  will  run  on  hard  gra- 
in one  of  my  mole-traps,  and  I  never  vel  like  this  ?" 

heard  a  beast  squeal  so  loud  afore.  "Oh  yes,"  said  he;  "I  have  seen 

I   couldn't  'a   thought  such  a  little  it,  and    I   can   tell   you  more  than 

critter  could  'a  made  such  a  row."  that.      Did    you    know,    Professor, 

After  a  long  pull  at  the  jug,  old  that  a  mole  can  leap  7" 
Warps    grew    confidential.     "  Now,  "  No,"  said  I,  "  that  it  can't  do ; 
I    don't    mind    showing    you,    sir,  its  organisation  is  quite  unfitted  for 
what    a    mole    can    do."      And   he  that  mode  of  motion." 
palled  a  live  one  out  of  the  depths  "  It    can,    though,"    replied    my 
9^  »  capacious  pocket  in  his  fustian  neighbour ;    '•*  I  have  seen  a  mole 
jacket     "You'd  never  think  to  look  take  a  filing  leap  over  that  very 
at    him    he    could    run    so   quick."  Portugal  laurel"  (it  was  at  least  8 
And    I    own    T   was   surprised  the  feet  high),  "  and  come  down  on  this 
™*t  time  I  witnessed  the  rate  the  very  walk.     It  was  then  I  first  saw 
little  short-limbed  animal  sped  along  how  fast  a  mole  could  run.     Mr.  So- 
tne  hard  ground  till  he  came  to  the  and-so"    (a    common  acquaintance) 
nearest  bed,   then  with   snou,fr'  and  "  happened  to  be  here  with  me,  and 
the  fore  -  shovels   up  flew  <fie  soft  if  he  had  not  been  quick  enough  to 
mould,  and  he  was  out  oKight  in  a  give   the  little  beast  a  kick  on  the 
x«w  seconds.                *r  ril)8  before  it  had  buried  itself  in 
'But,  Warp^'VIfJcclaimed,  "  he's  the  flower-bed,    I  should  have  be- 
P>t  into  the  cation-bed,  and  will  lieved  it  to  have  been  a  rat     Fancy- 
nave  them  all  |f,  i/>  ing  I  heard  a  footstep  in  the  back 
Oh,^  nev#  fcar,  S1>  i    ril  have  walk  just  before  the  mole  flew  over 

lwS52^norrow  »"  an(*  so  no ^*  tne  'ence»  '  called  my  servant  and 

^5*J*!r    I  wanted   a   mole  for  asked  if  any  one  had  been  that  way 

*"*J"*l  purposes,  T  had  only  to  to  the  kitchen?     'Only  old  Warps,' 

***  "old  Warps  and  it  was  forth-  he  said,   4the  mole-catcher. '     'Ah/ 

-     No  matter  at  what  season,  rejoined  my  neighbour,  *  I   suspect- 

Jwliat  sex,  or  in  what  stage  of  ed   so.     Tell   that  old    rogue   when 

S 'interesting  condition "  of   the  next    you    see   him,   that  if  ever  I 

e.      When    other    monographs  catch    him    within    fifty    yards    of 

4  in  hand  are  finished  off,  I  may  my  boundary,    I'll    make    him    re- 

r'c  leisure  to  work  up  my  matcn-  member   it   the  longest  day  he  has 

I  so  obtained,  for  an  embryogeny  got  to  live ! ' " 

Titlpa  europmt.  Poor  old  Warps  was  not  far  from 

I    own   to  a   voluntary  blindness  his   longest  and   last  when  he  sent 

[o   one   weakness  of  Warps,  which  the  live  mole  flying  over  the  laurel 

I   had  not  at  first  suspected,  and  to  bushes.     About   a   month  after    he 

which  some  of  my  neighbours  were  was  laid  in  mother  earth,  where  he 

less  indulgent,  rests  quieter  than  his  subjects. 

I  was  nuiking  a  call  on  the  rcsi-  This    ho   may  plead ;    that,  if  he 

dent  of  one  of  those  beautiful  villas  brought  the  vermin  into  the  grounds 

at    Rochampton,    just    outside    the  he  was  paid  to  keep  out  of  them,  he 

Park  wall,  and  was  ushered  into  my  trapped  them  fairly,   and  made  no 

friend's    garden.       We  paced    along  pretence  to  an  art  he  did  not  possess. 

the  noble  gravel-walk  separated  by  Richard  Owen. 

a  well-grown  evergreen  hedge  from  Cbrbtinll.ud^  1S7^ 

the    pathway    to    the    otnees.     <Jur  gheen  Lodge, 

chat  happened  to  turn  upon  moles.  Richmond  Park. 
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THE  MAID  OF  SKER.— PART  Vil. 

CHAPTER   XXXVII. — TWO   POOR   CHILDREN. 

By  this  time  I  owe  it  to  all  the  usual  advantages  of  body,  and  mind, 

kind  people  who  have  felt  some  pity  and  so  forth,  seemed   to   think  its 

for  our  Bardie  and  her  fortunes,  to  duty  done,  and  to  leave  him  to  the 

put  off  no  longer  a  few  little  tilings  devil  afterwards, 

which  I  ought  to  tell  them.     In  the  This  is  a  bad  way  of  beginning 

first  place,  they  must  not  think  of  life,   especially  at  too  young  an  ago 

me,  but  look   upon  mo   as  nobody  to  bo  up  to  its  philosophy;  and  the 

(treat  me,  in  fact,  as  I  treat  myself),  •  only  thing  that  can  save  tjuch  a  man 

and  never  ask  what  1   knew\  just  is  a  tremendous  illness,  or  the  down- 

now,  and   what    I    came    to   krVow  right    love  of    a    first-rate   woman, 
afterwards.     Only  to  trust  me   (aXv Thence  they  recover  confidence,  or 

now  they  must)  to  act  in  all  things  a>>P  brought  into  humility,  and  get 

honourably,  and  with  no  regard  to  a  bntof  faith  again,  as  well  as  being 

self ;    and   not  only  that,  but  with  looked^Jif  tor  purely,  and  finding  a 

lofty  feeling,  and  a  sense  of  devotion  value  agtointo  fight  for,  after  aban- 

towards  the  meml>ers  of  the  weaker  doning  theirN^>wn.     Not  that  Drake 

sex.  Bampfylde   evW   did  slip   into   evil 

Captain    Drake    Bampfylde    was  courses,  so  far  a*  I  could  hear  of 

the  most  unlucky  of  horn   mortals,  him,    or    even    givVj    way    to     the 

To  begin  with,  he  was  the  younger  sense  of  luck,  and  aNbandon  that  of 

son  of  that  very  fine  Sir  Philip,  and  duty.     I  am  only  sayiW  how  tilings 

feeling  that  he  had  far  more  wit  and  turn  out,  with  nineteen Anion  out  of 

enterprise    than    his   elder  brother,  twenty.       Jn   spite  of  cmanccs,    ho 

while  thankful  to  nature  for  these  may  have  happened  justVo  be  the 

endowments,    he    needs    must    feel  twentieth. '    I  know  for  sure  that  he 

amiss  with  her  for  having  misman-  turned  up  well,  though  vexe;d  with 

aged  his  time  of  birth.     Now  please  tribulation.     Evil  times  began  upon 

to  observe  my   form   of  words.     I  him,  when   he   was  nothing  Abut  a 

never  said  that  he   did   so   feel,    I  hoy.     lie  fell  into  a  pit  of  trbuble 

only  say  that  he  must  have  done  so,  through    his    education ;    and   ^ver 

unless  she   had  made   him   beyond  since  from  time  to  time   new  grief 

herself;   which,   from   her   love  for  had     overtaken     him.       A    merrier 

us,    she    hardly    ever    tries   to   do.  little  chap,  or  one  more  glad  to  make 

However,  ho    might    have    put    up  the  best  of   things,   could    not    lie 

with   that  mistake   of  the  goddess  found ;  as   was   said  to  me  by  thO 

that  sits  cross-legged, — I  have  heard  cook,   and  also  the    parlour  -  maid. 

of  her,  I  can  tell  you,  and  a  ship  He  would  do  things,  when  he  came 

named  after  her ;    though  to  spell  out  among  the  servants,  beautifully ; 

her  name  would  be  a  travail  to  me,  and  the  maids  used  to  kiss  him  ho 

fatal  perhaps  at  my  time  of  life, — I  that  his  breath  was  taken  away  with 

mean  to  say,  at  any  rate,  that  young  pleasing   them.     And  then  ho  went 

Drake  Bampfylde  might  have  man-  to   school,  and  all   the  maids,  and 

aged  to  get  over  the  things  against  boys,  and  men  almost,  came  out  to 

him,  and  to  be  a  happy  fellow,  if  he  see  the  yellow  coach,  and  throw  an 

only  had  common   luck.     But  Pro-  old  shoe  after  him.     This,  however, 

videncc  having  gifted  him  with  un-  did  not  help, him,  as  was  seriously 
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hoped  ;  and  why  ?    Because  it  wont  to  cast  it  up  against  a  parson,  in  his 

heel-foremost,  from  the  stupidity  of  most  heavenly  stroke  of  preaching, 

the  caster.     News  came,  in  a  little  that  ho  must  hold  his  hand,  for  fear 

time,  that  there  was  mischief   up-  of    killing   the  clerk  beneath  him. 

ward,  and  that  Master  Drake  must  And  so  poor  Drake  was  sent  to  sea ; 

be  fetched  home,  lo  give  any  kind  the  place  for  all  the  scape-goats. 

of  content  again.     For  he  was  at  an  Here  ill  fortune  dogged  him  still, 

ancient  grammar-school  in   a   town  as  its  manner  always  is,  after  getting 

seven    miles    from    Exeter,    where  taste  of  us.     He  heeded  his  business 

everything  was  done  truly  well  to  so  closely  that  he  tumbled  into  the 

keep  the  boys  from  fighting.     Only  sea  itself ;  and  one  of  those  brindlc- 

thc  habit  and  tradition  was  that  if  bellied  sharks  took  a  mouthful  out 

they  must  fight,  light  they  should  of  him.      Nevertheless  he  get  over 

until  one  fell  down,  and  could  not  that,   and   fell    into  worse   trouble, 

come  to  the    scratch   again.      And  To  wit,  in  a  very  noble  fight  between 

Drake   had   a  boy   of    equal    spirit  his  Britannic  Majesty's  sloop  of  war 

with    his   own   to   contend   against,  u  Hcllgoblins,"  carrying  twelve  guns 

not  however  of  bone  and  muscle  to  and    two    carronades   (which    came 

support  him  thoroughly.     But  who  after    my    young    time),     and    the 

could  grieve,  or  feel  it  half  so  much  French  corvette   uIIeloise,"  of   six- 

as    young    Drake    Bampfylde    did,  and-twenty  heavy  guns,  he  put  him- 

when  the  other  boy,  in  three  days'  self    so  forward  that  they  trained 

time,  died  from  a  buzzing  upon  his  every  gun  upon   him.      Of    course 

brain  ?      He    might    have    got  into  those  fellows  can  never  shoot  any- 

mischief  now,  even  though  ho  was  thing    under    the    height    of     the 

of    far    higher    family    than     the  moon,  because   they  never   stop   to 

boy    who    had    foundered    instead  think;  nevertheless  he  contrived  to 

of     striking ;     but    chiefly   for    the  take  considerable  disadvantage.     By 

goodwill    of    the    school,    and    by  a  random  shot  they  carried  off  the 

reason   of  the   boy's  father   having  whole  of  one  side  of  his  whiskers; 

plenty  of  children  still  to  feed,  and  and  the  hearing  of  the  other  ear  fell 

consenting    to    accept    aid    therein,  off,  though  not  involved  in  it.     The 

that  little  matter  came  to  be  settled  doctors  could  not  make  it  out :  how- 

among  them  very  pleasantly.     Only  ever,  I  could  thoroughly,  from  long 

the  course  of  young  Drake's  life  was  acquaintance     with     cannon  -  balls, 

changed  thereby,  as  follows.  Also  ho  had  marks  of  powder  under 

The    plan     of     his    family    had  his    skin,   that  would    never    come 

been  to  let  him  get  plenty  of  learn-  out,  being  of  a  coarse-grained  sort, 

ing   at   school,  and  then   go  to  Ox-  and  something  like  the  bits  of  tea 

ford    Colleges  and  lay  in  more,  if  that  float  in    rich  folks'    tea-cups, 

agreeable;    and   so  grow  into  holy  Happening,  as  he  did  by  nature,  to 

orders   of  the  Church  of   England,  be  a  fine,  florid,  and  handsome  man, 

well   worth   the  while  of  any  man  this  powder  vexed  him  dreadfully. 

who  has  a  good  connection.      But  Nevertheless  the  ladies  said,  loving 

now  it  was  seen,  without  thinking  powder  of  their  own,  that  it  mado 

twice,    that  all   the   disturbers  and  him  look  so  much  nicer, 

blasphemers  of   the  Nonconformist  That,  however,  was  quite  a  trifle, 

tribe,  now  arising  everywhere  (as  in  when  compared  to  his  next  inisfor- 

dirty    Hezekiah,    and    that    greasy  tune.     Being  gazetted  to  a  ship,  and 

Hepzibah,  who  dared  to  dream  such  the  whole  crew  proud  to  sail  under 

wickedness    concerning    even    me),  him,  he   left  the  Downs  with  the 

every  one  of  these  rogues  was  sure  wind  abaft,  and  all  hands  in  high 


178                              The  Maid  of  Sker.—Part  VII.  [Feb. 

spirits.  There  was  nothing  those  enemy.  They  had  their  nettings 
lads  could  not  have  done;  and  in  ready,  and  a  lively  sea  was  run- 
less  than  twelve  hours  they  could  ning. 

do  nothing.      A  terrible  gale  from  It  grieves  as  well  as  misbecomes 

soUth-west  arose ;  in  spite  of  utmost  me  to  describe  the  rest  of  it     The 

seamanship  they  were  caught  in  the  Englishmen    swore    with    all    their 

callipers  of  the  Varnc,   and  not   a  hearts  at  their  ladders,  the  sea,  and 

score  left  to  tell  of  it  everything,   and    their  captain   was 

These  were  tilings  to  try  a  man,  cast  down  between  the  two   ships, 

and  prove  the  stuff  inside  him.  How-  and  compelled  to  dive  tremendously ; 

ever,  ho   came  out  gallantly.      For  in  a  word  it  came  to  this,  that  our 

being  set  afloat  again,  after  swim-  people  either  were  totally  shot  and 

ming  all   night  and  half  a  day,  he  drowned,  or  spent  the  next  Sunday 

brought  into  the  Portland  Roads  a  in  prison  at  Brest 

Crappo  ship  of  twice  his  tonnage,  Now    here   was    a    thing    for    a 

and  three  times  his  gunnagc ;   and  British  captain,  such   as  the  possi- 

now  his  sailors  were  delighted,  hav-  bility  of  it  never  could  be  dreamed 

ing  hope  of  prize-money.     That  they  of.      To  have  lost  one    ship  upon 

never  got,  of  course  (which,  no  doubt,  a  French   shoal,   and  the  other   to 

was  all  the  better  for  their  constitu-  a  Frenchman  I      Drake  Bampfylde, 

tions).  but  their  knowledge  of  battle  but  for  inborn  courage,  must  have 

led  them  to  embark  again  with  him,  hanged  himself  outright.      And  as 

having  sense  (as  we  always  have)  of  it  was,  he  could  not  keep  from  unac- 

luck,  and  a  crooked  love  of  a  man  customed  melancholy.      And,  when 

whose  bad  luck  seems  to  have  taken  he  came  home  upon   exchange,    it 

the  turn.     And  yet  their  judgment  was  no  less  than  his  duty  to  abandon 

was  quite  amiss,  and  any  turn  taken  pleasure  now,  and  cheerfulness,  and 

was    all    for    the   worse.      Captain  comfort;  only  to  consider   how  he 

Bampfylde  did  a  thing,  which  even  mi<rht  redeem  his  honour. 

I,  in  my  hotter  days,  would  rather  In  the  thick  of  this  great  trouble 

have  avoided.     He  ran  a  thirty- two  came  another  three  times  worse.     I 

gun  frigate  under  the  chains  of  a  know  not  how  I  could  have  borne  it, 

sixty-four.      He  thought  that  they  if  it  had  been  my  case,  stoutly  as  I 

must  shoot  over  him,  while  he  laid  fight  against  the  public's  rash  opin- 

his  muzzles  to  her  water-line,  and  ions.     For  this  Captain  was  believed, 

then  carried  her  by  boarding.  and    with    a  deal    of    evidence,    to 

Nothing    could   have    been    finer  have  committed  slaughter  upon  his 

than  this  idea  of  doing  it,  and  with  broth er's»childrcn,  and  even  to  have 

eight  French  ships  out  of  nine,  al-  buried   them.     He  found  it  out  of 

most,  he  must  have  succeeded.     But  his  power  to  provo  that  really  he  had 

once  more  his  luck  came  over,  like  not  done  it,  nor  had  even  entertained 

a  cloud,  and  darkened  him.     The  a   wish  that  it  might    happen    so. 

Frenchmen    had    not   only  courage  Everybody  thought  how  much  their 

(which  they  have  too  much  of),  but  dying  must  avail  him ;  and  though 

also  what  is    not    their  gift,    with  all  had  a  good  idea  of    his    being 

lucky    people    against    them,    self-  upright,    most    of    them    felt    that 

command    and    steadiness.       They  this   was  nothing,   in    such   strong 

closed  their  lower  ports,  and  waited  temptation.     I  have  spoken  of  this 

for    the   Englishmen    to  come    up.  before,  and  may  be  obliged  again  to 

They  knew  that  the  side  of  their  ship  speak  of  it ;   only  I  have  rebutted 

fell  in,  like  the  thatch  of  a  rick,  from  always,  and  ever  shall  rebut,  low 

the  lower  ports,  ten  feet  above,  the  ideas.     Yet  if  truly  he  did  kill  them 
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was  he  to  be  blamed  or  praised,  for  reason  with.     He  had  nothing  to  be 
giving  them  good  burial  ?    The  tes-  robbed  of,  neither  had  he  enemy ;  as 
timony  upon  this  point  was  no  more  for  soul,  he  never  yet  had  heard  of 
than  that  of  an  unclad  man,  which  any  such  ownership.     But  an  un- 
must  of  course  have  been  worthless ;  known  latitude  of  terror  overpow- 
until    they  put    him    into  a    sack,  ered  him.     Nothing  leads  a  man  like 
and  in  that  form  received  it.     This  fear ;  and  this  poor  savage,  though 
fellow  said  that  he  was  coming  home  so  naked,  was  a  man  of  some  sort, 
towards  his  family,   very  late  one  Therefore,  although  he  would  far 
Friday  night ;  and  he  knew  that  it  liefer  have  skulked  off  in  the  cranny- 
was  Friday  night  because  of  the  songs  ing  shadows,  leaving  the  moon  to  see 
along  the  road  of  the  folk  from  Barn-  to  it,  he  could  by  no  means  find  the 
staple  market     He  kept  himself  out  power  to  withdraw  himself  like  that 
of  their  way,  because  they  had  such  The  sound  came  through  the  rushes, 
a  heap  of  clothes  on  ;    and  being  and  between  the  moonlit  hillocks  so, 
established  upon  the  sands,  for  the  that    he  was    bound    to  follow  it 
purpose  of   washing  his  wife  and  Crouching  through  the  darker  seams, 
children,  who  never  had  seen  water  and  setting  down  his  toe-balls  first, 
before,   and  had  therefore   become  as  naked  feet  alone  can  do,  step  by 
visited,  he  made  a  short  cut  across  step    ho   drew  more    near,   though 
the  sands  to  the  hole  they  had  all  longing  to  be  further  off.     And  still 
helped  to  scoop  out,  in  a  stiff  place  he  heard  the  heel-struck  spade,  and 
where  some  roots  grew.     This  was  then  a  cast,   and  then    the  -sullen 
his  home ;  and  not  a  bad  one  for  a  sound  of  sand  a-sliding.     Then  he 
seaside  visit    At  any  rate  ho  seemed  came  to  a  hollow  place,  and  feared 
to  have  been  as  happy  there  as  any  to  turn  the  corner, 
man  with  a  family  can  experience ;  Being    by    this    time    frightened 
especially  when  all  the  members  need  more  than  any  words  can  set  before 
continual  friction.  us,  back  he  stroked  his  shaggy  hair, 
This  fine  fellow  was  considering  and  in  a  hat  of  rushes  laid  his  poor 
how  he  could  get  on  at  all  with  that  wild  face  for  gazing.     And  in   the 
necessary  practice,  if  the  magistrates  depth    of    the    hollow    whore    the 
should  order  all  his  frame  to  be  cov-  moonlight    scarcely    marked    itself, 
ered  up;  and  fearing  much  to  lose  and  there  seemed  a  softer  herbage 
all  chance  of  any  natural  action —  than  of   dry  junk-rushes,  but  tho 
because  there  was  a  crusade  threat-  banks  combed  over  so  as  to  bury 
ened — he  lay  down  in  the  moonlight,  the  whole    three  fathoms  deep  at 
and  had  a  thoroughly  fine  roll  in  the  their  very  first    subsiding — a  man 
sand.     Before  he  had  worn  out  this  was  digging  a  small  deep  grave, 
delight,  and  while  he  stopped  to  en-  On  tho  slope  of  the  bank,  and  so 
joy  it  more,  he  heard  a  sound,  not  as  to  do  no  mischief  any  longer,  two 
far  away,  of  somebody  digging  rap-  little  bodies  lay  put  back  ;  not  flung 
idly.     Or  at  any  rate,  if  it  was  not  anyhow ;  but  laid  as  if  respect  was 
digging,   it  was  something   like  it  shown  to  them.     Each  liad  a  clean 
The  weather  was  wonderfully  hot,  white    night-gown   on,   and    lay  in 
so  that  the  rushes  scarcely  felt  even  decorous  attitude,  only  side  by  side, 
cool  to  his  breast  and  legs.     In  that  and  ready  to  go  into  the  grave  to- 
utterly  lonely  place  (for   now  the  gether.     The  man  who  was  digging 
road  was  a  mile  behind  him,  and  the  looked  up  at  them,  and  sighed  at  so 
sands  without  a  track,  and  the  stars  much  necessity  ;   and  then  fell  to 
almost  at  midnight),  there  came  up-  again,  and  seemed  desirous  to  have 
on  him  sudden  fright,  impossible  to  done  with  it 
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So    was     the    naked    man    who  tico  is  evidently  against  all  the  bent 

watched  him,   fright  by   this    time  of  our  civilized  women  who  are  pcr- 

ovcrcrecping  even  his  very  eyeballs,  petually    rebelling,   and    more    and 

He  blessed   himself  for   his   harm-  more  eager  to  open  their  hearts  to 

lessness,   and   ill-will   to   discipline,  their  natural  manifestation.    For  the 

all  the  way  home  to  his  own  sand-  heart  of  a  woman  is  not  like  a  man's, 

hill ;    and   a   hundredfold  when   ho  u  desperately    wicked ;"     and     how 

came  to  know  (after   the  dregs  of  can  they  prove  this  unless  they  show 

fright  had  cleared)  that  ho  had  seen  the  usual  style  of  working  ?     Only 

laid  by  for  coolness,  by  this  awful  the  other  day  I  saw but  back  1 

gravedigger,    the    cocked    hat  of   a  must  go  to  the  heart  of  my  tale.     In 

British  Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy,  a  word,  this  fine  male  savage  con- 

This  hat  fie  had  seen  once  before,  vinccd  every  one  he  came  into  con- 

and  wondered  much  at  the  use  of  it,  tact  with  (which  after  his  bathing 

and  obtained  an  explanation  which  was    permitted,    if    the   other    man 

he    could    not     help    remembering,  bathed  afterwards),  that  truly,  sure- 

And  fitting  this  to  his  own  ideas,  he  ly,   and   with   no   mistake  he  must 

was  as  sure  as  sure  could  be,  that  have    seen    something.        What    it 

Cap tii in    Bampfylde   was    the   man  was,  became  naturally  quite  another 

who  was  burying  the  children.  question ;    and   upon    this   head   no 

Now  when  this  story  reached  the  two  people  could  be  found  of   one 

cars  of  poor  old  Sir  Philip,  whether  opinion.     But  though   it  proved  an 

before  or  after  his  visit  to  our  conn-  important  point,  I  will  not  dwell  too 

try,  matters  not,  it  may  bo  supposed  long  on  it 

what  his  feelings  were  of  sorrow  Captain  Drake's  boat,  to  my  firm 
and  indignation.  He  sent  for  this  belief,  never  came  once  up  to  the 
savage,  who  seemed  beyond  the  rest  river  now;  and  1  thought  that  my 
of  his  tribe  in  intelligence,  as  indeed  beautiful  young  Lady  seemed  a  little 
was  plainly  shown  by  his  coming  to  grieved  at  this.  Every  now  ami 
bathe  his  family,  and  in  spite  of  all  then  she  crossed  on  her  way  to  see 
the  difference,  of  rank  and  manner  old  women,  and  even  that  old  Mother 
between  them,  questions  manifold  Bang;  and  the  French  maid  became 
he  put,  but  never  shook  his  story,  a  plague  to  me.  She  had  laid  her 
And  then  he  sent  to  Exeter  for  a  self  out  to  obtain  me,  because  of  the 
lawyer,  thoroughly  famous  for  turn-  softness  with  which  I  carried  her; 
ing  any  man  inside  out  and  putting  and  her  opposition  to  my  quid  natu- 
what  ho  pleased  inside  of  him.  But  rally  set  her  heart  all  the  more  upon 
even  he  was  altogether  puzzled  by  me.  1  will  not  be  false  enough  to 
this  man  in  the  sack,  wherein  he  say  that  I  did  not  think  of  her 
now  lived  for  decorum's  sake,  how-  sometimes,  because  she  really  did  go 
ever  raw  it  made  him.  And  the  on  in  a  tantalising  manner.  And  we 
honest  fellow  said  that  clothing  seemed  to  have  between  us  some- 
tempted  him  so  to  forsake  the  trutli,  thing,  when  her  lady's  back  was 
when  he  could  not  tell  his  own  legs  turned.  However,  she  ought  to  have 
in  it,  that  it  sapped  all  principle.  known  thai  I  never  mean  anything 

That  question  is  not  for  me  to  deal  by  this ;  and  if  she  chose  to  lie  back 
with,  nor  even  a  very  much  wiser  like  that,  and  put  her  red  lips  top- 
man,  except  that  my  glimpses  of  per  most,  the  least  thing  she  should 
foreign  tribes  have  all  been  in  favour  have  done  was  first  to  be  up  to  our 
of   nudity.     And  the  opposite  prae-  manners  and  customs. 
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CHAPTER   XXXVIII. — A   FINE   OLD    GENTLEMAN. 

When  I  came  to  look  round  upon  pay  six-and-cightpenco,  and  then  be 

this  state  of  things,  and  consider  it,  compelled  to  lose  eightpence  a-day, 

I  made  up  my  mind  to  tempt  Pro-  in  order  to  steer  clear  of  her.     So  I 

vidence,  or  rather  perhaps  the  most  ferried  both  her  and  Nanette  alike, 

opposite  power,  by  holding  on  where  and  let  them  encounter  one  another, 

I  was,  in  spite  of  the  Parson  and  all  and   charged  no  difference  in  their 

his  devices.     This  was  a  stupid  re-  weight 

solve,  and  one  on  which  he  had  fully        Nothing  better  fits   a    man,    for 

calculated.     I  was  getting   a    little  dealing  with  the  womankind,    than 

perhaps  fond  of  Nanette,  though  not  to    be    well     up    in    fish.     Now    I 

quite  so  much  as  she  fancied ;  feel-  found  the  benefit  of  that  knowledge 

ing  unable  to  pin  my  faith  to  a  thing  where  I  never  looked  for  it ;  and  I 

she  had  whispered  into  my  ear ;  to  knew  the   stale    from    the   fresh — 

wit,  that  she  would  thrice  soon  in-  though    these    come    alike    in     the 

herit  one  three  grand  money,  hundcr  pickle  of    matrimony — also    (which 

tousand,  more  than  one  great  strong  is  far  more  to  the  point)   the   soft 

man  could  leeft.     I  asked  her  to  let  rocs  from  the  hard  roes.     These  you 

me  come  and  try ;   and  she  said  it  cannot  change ;  but  must  persuade 

was  possible  to  be.     Having  a  thor-  yourself  to  like  whichever  you  hap- 

ough    acquaintance    with    Crappos,  pen  to  get  of  them.     And  that  you 

and  the  small  wretched  particles  of  find  out  afterwards, 
their  money,  I  did  not  attach  much        While  I  was  dwelling  upon  these 

importance  to   this ;   for  I   like  our  trifles,  and  getting  on  well  with  my 

King's  face,  and  they  have  not  got  it;  serious  trade,  working  my  ferry,  and 

and  they   seem  to  stamp  their  stuff  catching  salmon  so  as  to  amaze  the 

anyhow.     But  in  spite  of  all  preju-  neighbourhood,    also   receiving    my 

dice,  it  would  be  well  to  look  a  lit-  well-earned    salary    from    the    fair 

tie  into  it ;  particularly  as  this  girl  Mistress   Isabel,  and  surprising  the 

(whether  right  or  wrong    in   thou-  public-houses  every  night  with  my 

sands)  had  a  figure  not  to  be  denied,  narratives — in  a  word,  becoming  the 

when  you  came  home  to  her.  polar-star  of  both  sides  of  the  river — 

Nevertheless  I  am  not  the  man  a  thing  befell  me  which  was  quite 

to  part  with  myself  at  random ;  and  beyond  all  sense  of  reason, 
there  was  a  good  farmer's  daughter        Through  wholesome  fear  of  Par- 

now,     solid,    and    two-and-thirty —  son   Chowne,  and  knowledge  of  his 

which  is  my  favourite  ship  to  sail  fire-tricks,     I    kept    the    Rose    of 

in,   handy,    strong,   and  with   guns  Devon    in    a    berth    of  deep  fresh 

well  up — this  young  woman  crossed  water ;  where  a  bulk  of  sand  backed 

the  ferry,  at  eightpence  a-day,   for  up,   and  left  a  large  calm  pool  of 

mv  sake;  and  I  thought  of  retaining  river.       Here    the    dimpling    water 

a  lawyer  to  find  what  might  be  her  scarcely  had  the  life  to  flow  along — 

prospects.       She  was  by  no  means  when  the  tide  was  well  away ;  and 

bad  to  look  at,  when  you  got  accus-  scarcely  brought  a  single  bubble  big 

tomed;  and  her  nature  very  kind,  enough  to  break  upon  us.     Accord- 

and  likely  to  see  to  Bunny's  clothes  ;  ing  to  the  weather,  so  the  color  of 

also  she  never  contradicted ;  which  the   water    was.     Only    when    you 

is  cotton-wool  to  one  who  ever  has  understood,  it  seemed  to  please  you 

rheumatics.     But  I  did  not  wish  to  always. 
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One  night  I  was  not  asleep,  but  about  it,  even  from  my  lady  pa- 
getting  very  near  it;  setting  in  my  tronoss,  resolving  to  maintain  a  sharp 
mind  afloat  (as  I  felt  the  young  tide  look-out,  and  act  as  behoved  a  gal- 
flowing)  thoughts,  or  dreams,  or  lant  Cymro,  thrown  among  a  host 
lighter  visions  than  the  lightest  of  savages.  To  this  intent,  I  took 
dream  that  flits,  of,  about,  concern-  our  tiller,  which  was  just  about  six 
ing,  touching,  anyhow  regarding,  feet  long,  and  entirely  useless  now, 
or,  in  any  lightest  side-light,  gleam-  and  I  put  a  bit  of  a  bottom  to  it,  so 
ing,  who  can  tell,  or  glancing  from  as  to  stand  quite  decently,  and  fixed 
the  chequers  of  the  day-work.  Sud-  a  cross-tressel  for  shoulders,  and  then 
denly  a  great  explosion  blew  me  drossod  it  up  so  with  my  old  fishing- 
out  of  toy  berth,  and  filled  the  suit  and  a  castaway  hat  to  encourage 
whole  of  the  cuddy  with  blaze  and  my  brains,  that  really,  though  tho 
smoke.  I  lay  on  the  floor  half-  thing  was  so  grave,  I  could  not  help 
stunned,  and  with  only  sense  en-  laughing  at  myself ;  in  the  dusk  it 
ough  for  wondering.  Then  Provi-  was  so  like  me.  When  the  labours 
dence  enabled  me,  on  the  strength  of  the  day  were  over,  and  tho  gleam 
of  the  battles  I  had  been  through,  of  the  water  deadened,  I  set  up  this 
to  get  on  my  elbow,  and  v  look  other  fine  Davy  Llewellyn  on  board 
around.  Everything  seemed  quite  the  ketch,  now  here  now  there, 
odd  and  stupid  for  a  little  while  to  sometimes  leaning  over  the  bulwarks 
me.  I  neither  knew  where  I  was,  in  contemplation  of  the  river  (which 
nor  what  had  happened  or  would  was  my  favourite  attitude,  from  my 
happen  me.  natural  turn  for  reflection),  so  me- 
lt may  have  been  half  an  hour,  times  idly  at  work  with  a  rope,  or 
or  it  may  have  been  only  half  a  anything  or  nothing,  only  so  as  to 
minute,  before  I  was  all  alive  again,  be  seen  from  shore,  and  expose  to 
and  able  to  sec  to  the  mischief,  the  public  his  whereabouts.  Mean- 
Then  I  found  that  a  very  rude  thing  while  I  crouched  in  a  ditch  hard  by, 
had  been  done,  and  a  most  unclerical  and  with  both  barrels  loaded, 
action,  not  to-  be  lightly  excused,  You  will  say  this  was  an  unchris- 
and  wholly  undeserved  on  my  part  tian  thing,  especially  as  I  suspected 
A  good-sized  kettle  of  gunpowder  strongly  that  my  besiegers  wore 
had  been  cast  in  to  my  cuddy,  possibly  naked  backs,  and  would  therefore 
as  a  warning  to  me ;  but,  to  say  the  receive  my  discharge  in  full.  I  will 
least,  a  dangerous  one.  My  wrath  not  argue  that  point,  but  teli  you 
overcame  all  fear  so  much,  that  in  (in  common  fairness  to  myself,  and 
spite  of  the  risk  of  meeting  others,  to  prevent  any  slur  of  tho  warm 
I  rushed  through  the  smoke  and  up  affection,  long  subsisting  between 
tho  ladder,  and  seized  my  gun  from  all  who  have  cared  to  listen  to  me 
its  sling  on  the  dock,  and  gazed  ( or  and  my  free  self)  that  whenever  I 
rather  I  should  say  stared)  in  every  hoped  for  a  chanco  at  those  fellows, 
direction  around  me.  But  whether  I  drew  tho  duck-shot  from  tho  first 
from  the  darkness  of  the  night,  or  barrel,  and  put  a  light  charge  of 
the  stinging  and  stunning  turmoil  snipe-shot  in,  which  no  man  could 
in  my  eyes  and  upon  my  brain,  I  object  to.  The  second  barrel  was 
could  not  descry  any  moving  shape,  ready,  in  case  that  the  worst  should 
or  any  living  creature.  And  this  come  to  the  worst,  as  we  say. 
even  added  to  my  alarm,  so  that  I  Now  it  is  a  proof  of  my  bad  luck, 
got  very  littlo  more  sleep  that  night,  and  perhaps  of  my  having  done  a 
I  do  assure  you.  thing  below  tho  high  Welsh  nature. 
However,  I  kept  my  own  counsel  tiiat  Providence    never    vouchsafed 
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me  a  single  shot  at  any  one  of  them,  house  with  benches  and  glass  win- 
The  more  trouble  I  took,  the  less  dows  looking  down  upon  the  river  ; 
they  came  ;  until  I  could  scarcely  and  yet  with  all  this  prospect  brew- 
crook  my  fingers  through  the  rheu-  ing,  scarcely  to  have  a  moment's 
matics  they  brought  on  me.  Night  peace  !  What  a  lucky  thing  for 
after  night,  I  said  to  myself,  "  If  it  Parson  Chowne  that  I  have  no  cold 
only  pleases  the  Lord  to  save  me  black  blood  in  me !  In  this  medley 
from  the  wiles  of  this  anointed  one,  of  vague  thoughts  (such  as  all  men 
I  vow  to  go  back  to  my  duty,  and  of  large  brain  havo,  and  even  myself 
teach  those  other  young  chits  of  when  the  moon  ordains  it)  a  strong 
boys  their  work.7'  For  I  had  ob-  and  good  idea  struck  me,  and  one  to 
served  (though  I  would  not  tell  it,  be  dwelled  upon  to-morrow  ;  and 
except  in  a  rheumatic  twinge)  that  if  then  approved,  to  be  carried  out 
even  Captain  Bampfylde's  men  had  immediately.  This  was  no  less  than 
lost  the  style  of  drawing  oars  through  to  beg  an  audience  of  Sir  Philip 
the  water  properly,  and  as  I  used  Bampfylde  himself,  and  tell  him  all 
to  give  the  tune,  five-and-twenty  that  I  ever  had  seen  of  Chowne  and 
years  agone.  his  devices,  and  place  Sir  Philip  on 

It  is  needless  to  say,  that  after  all  his  guard,  and  learn  may  be  a  little 
the  close  actions  I  have  conquered  of  the  many  things  that  puzzled  mo. 
in,  a  canister  of  gunpowder  was  Of  course  I  had  thought  of  this  be- 
nothing  to  disturb  me.  But  as  they  fore  ;  but  for  several  reasons  had 
might  do  worse  next  time,  whether  forborne  to  carry  it  any  further.  In 
in  joke  or  earnest,  I  made  me  a  the  first  place,  it  seemed  such  a 
hutch  of  stout  strong  oak,  aho  cut  coarse  rude  way  of  meeting  plans 
the  bulk-head  out,  and  freed  myself  that  should  be  met  with  equal 
into  the  hold  at  once,  upon  any  un-  stealth  and  subtlety,  unless  a  man 
just  disturbance.  Nigh  me  was  my  were  prepared  to  own  himself  van- 
double  gun,  heavily  shotted  at  bed-  quished  in  intelligence.  Again,  it 
time,  and  the  spar  which  had  knock-  would  have  been  very  difficult  to 
ed  down  Parson  Chowne,  and  might  obtain  a  private  interview  without 
have  to  do  it  again  perhaps.  And  some  stir  concerning  it  Moreover, 
now  I  began  to  persuade  myself  1  felt  a  delicacy  with  respect  to  my 
into  happy  sleep  again ;  for  my  na-  stewardship  on  behalf  of  those  two 
ture  is  not  vindictive.  children  ;  for  a  stranger  might  not 

One  night  I  lay  broad  awake,  at  a  glance  perceive  that  prudence 
perhaps  from  having  shot  a  curlew,  and  self-denial  on  my  part,  which 
and  eaten  him,  without  an  onion  the  worrisome  frivolousness  of  the 
sewn  inside  while  roasting,  but  he  fish  had,  for  the  time,  frustrated, 
had  been  so  hard  to  shoot  that  I  However,  I  now  perceived  that  a 
was  full  of  zeal  to  dine  upon  him,  gentleman  of  Sir  Philip's  lofty  bear- 
and  had  no  onion  handy.  Whether  ing  could  not  with  any  grace  or  dig- 
it were  so  or  not,  I  lay  awake  and  nity  allude  to  his  own  beneficence ; 
thought  about  the  strange  things  and  as  for  the  second  difficulty,  I 
now  come  over  me.  To  be  earning  might  hope  for  Miss  Carey 's  good 
money  at  a  very  noble  rate  indeed  ;  offices,  while  I  could  no  longer  think 
to  be  winning  the  attentions  of  it  to  encounter  Chowne  with  his  own 
may  be  ten  young  women  (each  of  weapons,  since  he  had  blown  me 
whom  believed  that    never    had   I  out  of  bed. 

been  in  love  before)  ;  and  to  bo  es-        Accordingly  I  persuaded  my  beau- 

tablishing  a  business  which   could  tiful  young  lady,  who  had  plenty  of 

scarcely  fail  of  growing  to  a  public-  sense  but  not  much  craft,  and  was 
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pleased  with  my  straightforwardness,  the  morning  of  the  Saint  that  was 
to  lead  me  into  Sir  Philip's  presence  so  incredulous.  It  is  every  man's 
in  a  lonely  part  of  the  grounds  near  duty  to  treat  himself  well  at  the 
the  river,  to  the  westward  and  out  time  of  the  Holy  Nativity;  and 
of  sight  of  the  house  ;  in  a  word,  not  having  a  knowledge  of  Devonshire 
far  from  the  Braunton  iiurrows.  geese,  after  two  months  on  the  stub- 
Here  the  river  made  a  bend  blcs,  I  could  not  do  better  than  store 
and  came  to  the  breast  of  an  an-  in  my  boat  one  or  two  of  these  dcrc- 
cient  orchard,  rich  with  grass  and  lict  apples. 

thick  with  trees  leafless  now,  but  Never  do  I  see  or  taste  an  apple 
thickly  bearded  upon  every  twig  without  thinking  of  poor  Bardie, 
with  moss.  This  was  of  every  form  u  Apple-dies,"  she  always  called 
and  fashion,  and  of  almost  every  them,  and  she  was  so  fond  of  them, 
hue.  I  had  never  seen  such  a  freak-  and  her  little  white  teeth  made 
some  piece  of  work  outside  the  tro-  marks  like  a  small-tooth  com))  in  the 
pics,  although  in  Devonshire  com-  flesh  of  them.  I  was  thinking  of  her, 
mon  enough,  where  the  soil  is  moist  and  had  scarcely  embarked  more  than 
and  the  climate  damp.  Some  of  a  bushel  or  so,  for  sauce,  in  a  little 
the«c  trees  lay  down  on  the  ground,  snug  locker  of  my  own,  when  I  had 
as  if  they  were  tired  of  standing,  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  gentleman 
and  some  were  in  sitting  postures,  whom  I  had  come  all  that  way  to  sec. 
and  some  half  leaning  over  ;  but  all  At  my  own  desire,  and  through 
alive,  in  spite  of  that,  and  fruitful  Miss  Carey's  faith  in  me,  it  had  not 
when  it  suited  them.  And  every-  been  laid  before  Sir  Philip  that  I 
thing  being  neglected  now,  from  was  likely  to  meet  him  here ;  only 
want  of  the  Squire's  attention,  heaps  she  had  told  me  when  and  where 
of  rosy  and  golden  apples  lay  where  to  come  across  him,  so  as  not  to  be 
they  had  been  piled  to  sweat,  but  broken  in  upon.  Now  he  came 
never  led  to  the  cider-press.  down  the  narrow  winding  walk,  at 
Perceiving  no  sign  of  Sir  Philip  the  lower  side  of  the  orchard,  a  path 
about,  and  remembering  how  it  was  overhanging  a  little  brook  which 
now  beginning  to  draw  on  for  Christ-  murmured  under  last  summer's 
mas-time,  1  felt  myself  welcome  to  growth ;  and  I  gazed  at  him  silent- 
one  or  two  of  these  neglected  apples ;  ly  for  a  while,  through  the  bushes 
for  it  was  much  if  nobody  of  the  that  overhung  my  boat.  He  was 
fanners'  wives  who  crossed  the  ferry  dressed  as  when  I  had  Been  him  last 
could  aflbrd  me  a  goose  for  Chris-  through  mv  telescope,  at  the  time  wc 
mas  in  my  solitary  hole.  And  even  came  up  the  river;  that  is  to  say, 
if  all  should  fail  disgracefully  of  in  black  velvet,  and  with  his  long 
their  duty  towards  me,  I  had  my  sword  hanging  beside  him.  A 
eye  on  a  nice  young  bird  of  more  brave,  and  stately,  and  noble  man, 
than  the  average  plumpness,  who  walking  through  a  steady  gloom  of 
neglected  his  parents'  advice  every  grief,  and  yet  content  to  walk  alone, 
day,  and  came  for  some  favourite  and  never  speak  of  it. 
grass  of  his,  which  only  grew  just  on  I  leaped  through  the  bush  at  the 
the  river's  verge,  within  thirty  yards  river's  brink,  and  suddenly  stood 
of  my  fusil.  It  would  have  shown  before  him.  He  set  his  calm  cold 
low  curiosity  to  ask  if  he  owned  an  gaze  upon  me,  without  a  shadow  of 
owner.  From  his  independent  man-  surprise,  as  if  to  say,  "  You  have  no 
ncr  I  felt  that  he  must  be  public  business  in  my  private  grounds ; 
property ;  and  I  meant  to  reduce  however,  it  is  not  worth  speaking 
him  into   possession  right  early  in  of."     I  made  him  a  low  bow  with 
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my  hat  off;  and  ho  moved  his  own,  It  was  not  for  me  to  dare  to  spoak, 

and  was  passing  on.  while  the  General  was  reflecting  thus, 

44  Will  your  Worship  look  at  me,"  as  if  in  his  own  mind  going  through 

I  said,    u  and   see  whether  you   re-  every  small  accident  of  his  life ;  even 

member  me  V"      He  seemed  just  a  the  servants  he  might  have  discharg- 

little   surprised,   and   then  with  his  ed ;    or   the  land-forces  ordered  for 

inborn  courtesy  complied.  punishment,   whereof  to    my   mind 

*4I   have  seen  you  before,  but  T  they  lack  more  than  they  get,   and 

know  not  where.     Sir,  I  often  need  grow  their  backs   up   in  a  manner 

pardon  now  for  the  weakness  of  my  beyond  all  perception  of  discipline. 

memory."  For  my  part,   I  could  not  help 

In  a  few  short  words  I  brought  thinking,  as  I  watched  him  carefully, 

to  his  mind  that  evening  visit  to  my  how  low  and  black  must  be  the  nature 

cottage,  with  Anthony  Stew  and  the  of   the   heart  that  could  rejoice  in 

yellow  carriage.  such  a  man's  unhappincss.     A  man, 

*4To  be  sure,  to  bo  sure!     Ire-  who  at  three-score  years  and  five,  was 

member  now,"    ho    said,    with   his  compelled  to  rack  his  memory  (even 

grave    and    placid    smile :     "  David  after  being  long  in  uncontrolled  au- 

Llewellyn!    Both   good   old  names,  thority)    to   find    a  time    when    he 

and  the  latter,    I  daresay,  in  your  might  have  given  cause  for  private 

belief,  both  the  older  and  the  better  enmity !  If  I  had  only  enjoyed  such 

one.     I  remember  your  hospitality,  chances,  I  must  have  had  at  least  a. 

your    patience,    and    your  love    of  score  of  strong  enemies  by  this  time, 

children.     Is  there  anything   I  can  Being  a  little  surprised,    I    looked 

do  for  3*ou  ?"  again  and  again  at  his  white  eye- 

44  Xo,   your  Worship,  nothing.     I  brows,  while  his  eyes  were  on  the 

am  here  for  your  sake  only ;  although  ground ;  also  at  his  lips  and  nostrils, 

if  I  wanted,  I  would  ask  you,  having  which  were  highly  dignified.     And  I 

found  you  so  good  and  kind."  saw,  in  my  dry  low  way,  one  reason 

*4  Whence   did   vou  get   that   ex-  why  he  had  never  given  offence.    He 

pression,  my  friend  ?    The  common  was  perhaps  a  little  scant  of  humour 

usage  is  'kind  and  good;1    I   once  and  of  quickness ;  which  two  things 

knew  a  very  little  child — but  I  sup-  give  more  offence  to  the  outer  world 

pose  it  is  the  Welsh  idiom."  that  has  them  not,  than  the  longest 

4fcYour    Worship,    I    can     speak  course  of  rigid  business  carried  on 

English    thoroughly;     better    even  without  them.     I  have  seen  a  man 

than   my   own    language ;    and    all  who  could  not  crack  nuts  fiy  into  a 

around  us  the  scholarly  people  have  fury  with  one  who  could.  And  theso 

more  English  than  of  Welsh.     But  reflections  made  me  even  yet  more! 

to  let  your  Worship  know  my  cause  anxious  to  serve  him,  so  grave,  and 

to   coiuc   so  much  upon  you,  is  of  calm,   and    simple-minded,    and    so 

things  more  to  the  purpose.     I  have  patient  was  his  face, 

found  a  bad  man  meaning  mischief  Nevertheless    I    did    not    desire, 

to  your  Worship."  and  would  at  the  point  of  his  sword 

44  It   cannot  be   so,"    he    replied,  have  refused,   a  halfpenny,   for  tho 

withdrawing,  as  if  I  were  taking  a  things  of  import  which   I   now  dis- 

liberty;  *4 no  doubt  but  you  mean  me  closed   to  him.      He  led  mo  to  an 

well.  Llewellyn,  and  yourself  believe  ancient  bench,  beneath  a  well-worn 

it.     But  neither  I,  nor  any  one  else  apple-tree ;     and    sat    thereon,   and 

of  all  my  family,  now  so  small,  can  even   signed   for  me  to   sit    l>csidc 

have  given  reason  for  any   ill-will  him.      My  knowledge  of  his  rank 

towards  us."                         *  would  not   permit  me  to  do  this  i 

VOL.  CXI. — SO.  DCLXXVI.  X 
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until  I  was  compelled  to  argue.  "  If  I  take  you  aright,"  lie  Raid, 
A  gentleman  more  shaped  and  Ret  as  I  drew  near  the  end  of  my  story, 
inside  his  own  opinions,  it  had  never  uyou  have  not  a  high  opinion  of 
been  my  luck  to  have  to  deal  with,  that  reverend  gentleman,  Stoylc 
now  and  then.     There  are  men  you    Chowne." 

cannot  laugh  at,  though  you  get  "  I  look  upon  him,  your  Worship, 
the  best  of  them,  unless  your  con-  as  the  blackest-hearted  son  of  Belial 
ecience  works  with  such  integrity  ever  sent  into  this  world." 
as  theirs  does.  And  the  sense  of  Sir  Philip  frowned,  as  behoved  a 
this,  in  some  way  unknown,  may  man  accustomed  to  authority,  and 
have  now  been  over  me.  How  I  only  to  have  little  words,  half 
began  it,  or  even  showed  my  sense  spoken  out,  before  him.  Hut  at 
of  manners,  and  of  all  the  differ-  my  time  of  life,  no  officer  under  an 
ent  rank  between  •  us,  is  boyond  admiral  on  full  pay  could  have  any 
my  knowledge  now ;  and  must  have  right  to  damp  my  power  of  cxpres- 
flowod  from  instinct  then.  Enough  sion.  However,  my  respect  was 
.  that  I  did  lead  Sir  Philip  to  have  such  for  the  presence  of  this  noble 
thoughts,  and  to  hearken  me.  man,  that  I  rose  and  made  a  leg  to 

With   a  power  not  expected  by    him. 
myself  at  first  beginning,  while  in        "  I  am  sorry  to  say,"  he  answered, 
•  doubt  of  throat  and  words,   I  con-    bowing   to   my  bow,  as   all  gentle  - 
irived  to  set  before  him  much  that    men   must  do;    "that  this    is  not 
had  befallen  me.     Though   I  never    the    first    time    I    have   heard    un- 
said a  word    that   lay  outside  my    pleasant  things  about  poor  Stoyle. 
knowledge,   neither  let  a   spark  of    He  is  my  godson,  and  has  been  al- 
heat  find   entrance   to  my  mind  at    most  as  one  of  my  own   children, 
all,  and  would  rather  speak  too  little    1   never  can  believe  that  ho  would 
than  be  thought  outrageous,    there    ever  do  me  injur}'.      If   I   thought 
.  could  be  no  doubt   that  my  simple    it,  1  should  have  to  think  amiss  of 
way   of  putting  all   I  had    to  say    almost  every  one." 
moved  this  lofty  man,  as  if  he  were        He  turned  away,  as  if  already  he 
-  one  of  the  children  at  the  well  be-    had  said  more  than  ho  meaned ;  and 
longing    to   John    the    Baptist.       I    feeling  how  he  treated  me,  as  if  of 
thought  of  all  those  pretty  dears  (as    his   own    rank    almost,    I    did    not 
I  beheld   him    listening,)    and    the    wonder  at  the  tales  of    men   who 
way  they  sat  around  me,  and  their    gave  their  lives  to  save  him,  in  the 
style  of  moving    toes  at  any  groat    bloody   battle-time.      Knowing    the 
■  catastrophe;  whiles  they  kept  their    world  as  I  do,  I  only  sighed,  and 
hands  and   noses   under   very   stiff    waited  for  him. 
control ;     also    the    universal   sigh,         4k  You   arc  very   good,"    ho   said, 
when  my  story  killed  any  one  by    without  a  tone  of  patronage,    u  to 
any  means   unfit  to  die;   and  their    have    thought  to   help   mo   by    de- 
pure  contempt  of  the  things  they    livering  your  opinions.       A   heavy 
suck,    the    whole    while     they    arc    trouble  has  befallen  upon  us,  and  the 
swallowing.      Sir   Philip   (to  whom    goodwill   of  the  neighbourhood  han 
my  thoughts  meant  no  failure  of  re-    many  times  astonished  me.     How- 
spect,  but  feeling  of  simplicity,)  this    ever,  you  must  indulge  no  more  in 
old  gentleman  let  me  speak  as  one    any  such  wild  ideas.     They  all  pro- 
well     accustomed     to    lengthincss.     cccd  from  the  evil  one,  and  are  his 
But  I  did  my  best  to  keep  a  small    choicest   device  to   lower  the  value 
helm,   and  yards  on  the  creak  for    of    holy    orders.       The    Reverend 
bracing.  Stoyle  Chowne  descends  from  a  very 
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good  old  family,  at  any  rate  on  his  corning  this  ono  subject     And  his 

lather's  side ;  and  he  has  his  dignity  manner  stopped  me  so  that  I  only 

to  maintain  and  his  holy  office  to  made  my  duty.      This  he  acknow- 

8upport  him.     On  this  head,  i  will  ledged  in  a  manner  which  became 

hear  no  more."  both  him  and  mo ;     and  then  he 

The  General  shut  his  mouth  and  passed  through  a  little  gate  to  hits 

closed  it,  so  that  I  could  never  dare  usual    walk    upon    Braunton    Bur- 

Xo  open  mine  again    to    him,   con-  rows. 


CHArTEK   XXXIX. — NOTICE   TO    QUIT. 

We  were  now  come  to  the  time  of  to  forego,  and  leave  my  poor  young 

year  which  all  good  Christians  cele-  goose    to    roll    round    and    try    to 

brate  by  goodwill    and    festivities,  roast  himself.     Therefore  I  backed 

Even    I,  in  my  humble   way,   had  him  from  the  lire,  and  laid  half  a 

made  some  preparation  for  this  holy  pound  of  slow  lard  on  his  breast, 

period,    by  shooting    Farmer    Bad-  and    trusted    his    honour    to   koep 

cock's  goose ;  which  had  long  been  alive. 

in  my  mind.  Upon  plucking,  he  These  young  joyous  fellows  now 
turned  out  even  wider  and  better  were  awake  to  everything.  They 
than  expectation,  and  the  tender  had  begun  the  morning  bravely 
down  clung  to  him,  in  a  way  that  with  a  cup  of  rum  and  lemon,  then 
showed  his  texture.  I  hung  him  a  tender  grill  of  beef,  and  a  quart 
up  in  a  fine  through -draught,  and  of  creamy  ale,  every  one  accord- 
rejoiced  in  the  thought  of  him  ingly.  And  they  meant  to  keep  the 
every  time  my  head  came  in  be-  day  up  to  no  less  a  pattern,  being 
tween  his  legs.  Neither  did  he  all  of  tine  old  birth,  and  bound  to 
fall  away  when  he  came  to  roast-  act  accordingly.  However,  it  had 
ing.  been   said  by  some   ono,   that  they 

But  when  I  had  put  him  down,  ought  to  go  to  church ;  and  they 
upon  the  Christmas  morning,  with  happened  to  feel  the  strength  of 
intent  to  stick  thereby  and  baste  this,  and  vowed  that  the  devil 
him  up  to  one  o'clock,  dipping  bits  should  catch  the  hindmost,  unless 
of  bread  beneath  him,  as  he  might  they  struck  out  for  it. 
begin  to  drip,  and  winning  thus  Hence  I  came  to  win  the  plea- 
foretaste  of  him — all  my  plans  wore  sure  of  their  company,  that  day. 
overset  by  a  merry  party  coming,  Their  nearest  church  was  the  little, 
and  demanding  "ferry."  With  my  simple,  quiet  old  church  at  Ashford. 
lovely  goose  beginning  just  to  From  my  ferry  I  could  see  it ;  and 
spread  his  skin  a  little,  and  hiss  it  often  made  me  sigh,  because  \t 
sweetly  at  the  fire,  up  I  ran,  with  looked  so  tranquil.  Sweet  green 
resolution  not  to  ferry  anybody,  land  sloped  up  towards  it,  with  a 
but  to  cook  my  goose  aright  trace  of  crooked  footpaths,  and  the 

Nevertheless    it    might     not    be  nicks  of  elbowed  hedges,  where  the 

bo.     Here  were  three  young  fellows  cows  came  down  and  stood.     Also 

ramping  of  the  high  nobility,  swear-  from  it  looking  downward  through 

ing  to  come  aboard  and  stick  me,  if  the  valley  of  the  Tawe,  may  be  seen 

I  would  not  ferry  them.     It  was  not  a  spread  of  beauty,  and  of  soft  varie- 

tfaat   I    feared  of    this    but  that  I  ty,  and  of  largeness  opening  larger 

beheld  a    guinea    spinning    in    the  with  the  many  winding  waters,  to 

morning  sun,   which  compelled  me  the  ocean  unbeheld,  that  the  sternest 
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man  must  sigh,  and  look  again,  and  ccpt  when  we  plunged  to  tho  lift  of 

look  again.  the  oars,  and  tho  water  poured  in 

A  genuine  parson  now  was  master  less  rapidly  now,  with    the   set  of 

of  this  queer   old  quiet  church;   a  the   tide    on    our    starboard  beam, 

man  who  gave  his  life  entire  for  the  However,  with  all  this,  and  all  my 

good  of  other  men.     In  a  little  hut  speed,  and  my  passengers  sltowing 

he  lived,  which   the  clerk's   house  great  presence  of  mind,   wo  baroly 

overrode,  just  at  the  turning  of  the  managed    to    touch   the   bank    and 

lane,  upon    the    steep    ascent,    and  jump    out,    when   down   she    foun- 

where  the  thunder  showers  flooded  dered. 

it.     All  the  poor  folk  soon  began  to  At  first  I  was  at  a  loss  altogether 

dwell   upon   his  noble   nature,   and  even  to  guess   how  this    thing   had 

to  feel  that  here  was  some  one  fit  happenod ;  for  the  boat  seemed  per- 

to  talk  of  Saviours.      Miles  around  fectly  sound  and  dry  at  the  time  of 

they    came  to    hear    him,  so    that  our  leaving  the  shore.     But  as  soon 

ho  was   forced  to  stand  on  a  stool  as  the  tide  was  out,  and  I  could  get 

in  the   porch,  and   speak    to   them,  at  her,    1    perceived  that  a  trick  of 

Tor  speaking  it  was,  and  not  preach-  entirely  fiendish  cunning  and  atro- 

ing ;     which    made    all   the    differ-  city  had  been   played  upon  me.     A 

encc.  piece  of   planking  a  foot   in  length 

These  three  gay  young  sparks  and  from  eight  to  ten  inches  wide 
leaped  lightly  into  the  bow  of  my  had  been  cut  out  with  a  keyhole 
ferry -l>oat,  and  bade  me  pull  for  my  saw,  at  the  time  she  was  lying  high 
very  life,  unless  I  desired  to  be  Hung  and  dry,  and  doubtless  before  day- 
into  the  water  then  and  there.  A  break.  This  had  been  then  re- 
strong  spring-tide  was  running  up,  placed  most  carefully  with  a  little 
and  1  was  forced  to  pull  the  star-  caulking,  so  that  it  was  water- tight 
board  oar  with  all  my  might  to  keep  without  strong  pressure  from  out- 
tho  course.  My  passengers  were  side ;  but  the  villain  had  contrivod 
carrying  on  with  every  sort  of  quip  it,  knowing  in  what  state  of  tide  I 
and  crank,  and  jokes,  that  made  the  was  likely  next  to  work  the  ferry,  so 
boat  to  tilt,  when  suddenly  a  rush  that  the  rush  of  water  could  not  fail 
of  water  flooded  their  silk  stockings,  to  beat  the  piece  in. 
I  thought  at  first  that  the  bung  It  made  my  blood  run  cold  to 
was  out,  and  told'  them  not  to  be  think  of  the  steal  thin  ess  of  this  at- 
frightcned ;  but  in  another  breath  tempt,  as  well  as  the  skill  it  was 
i  saw  that  it  was  a  great  deal  compassed  with,  for  the  chances 
worse  than  that  The  water  was  were  ten  to  one  almost  in  favour  of 
rushing  in  through  a  mighty  hole  in  its  drowning  me,  and  leaving  a  bad 
the  planks  of  the  larboard  bow ;  name  behind  me  too,  for  having 
and  in  three  minutes  we  must  be  drowned  my  passengers.  And  to 
swamped.  "  All  aft,  all  aft  in  a  this  it  must  have  come  if  so  much 
moment,"  T  cried ;  u  it  is  our  only  as  a  single  woman  had  been  in  tho 
chance  of  reaching  shore."  The  boat  that  day.  For  these,  when  in 
gallants  were  sobered  at  once  by  danger,  always  do  the  very  worst 
fright,  and  I  bundled  them  into  the  thing  possible;  and  the  manager  of 
stern  -  sheets,  sat  on  the  nftmost  this  clever  scheme  know  of  course 
thwart  myself,  and  for  the  lives  of  that  my  freight  was  likely,  on  the 
us  all  pulled  back  towards  the  bank  Christmas  morning,  to  be  chiefly 
we  had  lately  quitted.  By  casting  female.  Luckily  I  had  refused  two 
all  the  weight  thus  astern,  1  raised  boat-loads  of  young  and  attractive 
the  leak  up  to  the  water-line,  ex-  womankind,  not  from  religious  feel- 
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ing:  only,  but  because  I  had  to  chop  at,  or  fit  to  be  a  landlady,  who  took 

a  trencherf  ul  of  stuffing.  the  trouble  to  come  near  me,  in  the 

This  affair  impressed  me  so  with  frosty  weather. 
a  sense  of  awe  and  reverence,  and  a  When  a  man  is  forsaken  by  the 
certainty  that  Parson  Chownc  must  world,  he  must  have  recourse  to 
be  in  direct  receipt  of  counsel  from  reason.  And  if  only  borne  up  therc- 
the  evil  one,  that  my  mind  was  good  by,  and  with  a  little  cash  in  hand, 
to  be  off  at  once,  and  thank  the  he  can  wait  till  the  world  comes 
Lord  for  escaping  him.  For  let  us  round  again.  This  was  my  position 
see  what  must  have  happened  but  now.  I  never  had  behaved  so  well 
for  the  goodness  and  fatherly  care  of  in  all  my  life  before,  I  think ; 
a  merciful  Providence  over  me.  The  though  always  conscientious.  But 
boat  would  have  sunk  in  the  very  of  late  1  had  felt,  as  it  were,  in  one 
midst  of  the  rapid  and  icy  river,  perpetual  round  of  bitter  wrestling 
David  Llewellyn  with  his  accus-  with  the  evil  one.  Men  of  a  loose 
tomed  fortitude  would  have  endea-  kind  may  not  see  that  this  was  tcn- 
vourcd  to  swim  ashore,  and  yet  fold  hard  upon  me,  from  my  props, 
could  not  have  resisted  the  claims  being  knocked  away.  I  mean  my 
of  three  or  even  four  young  women,  entire  trust  and  leaning  upon  the 
who  doubtless  would  have  laid  hold  ancient  Church  of  England,  which 
of  him,  all  screaming,  splashing,  and  (perhaps  by  repulsion  from  those 
dragging  him  down.  The  mind  re-  fellows  that  came  after  our  old  ham, 
fuses  to  contemplate  such  a  picture  as  well  as  our  proper  parson's  know- 
any  longer !  ledge  of   soles  and   the  way  to  fry 

This    matter    could   not  be   kept  them)   had   increased   upon   me   so, 

quiet,  as  the  first  attempt  had  been,  that  my  heart  leaped  up  whenever  I 

but    spread   from    house    to   house,  heard  the   swing  of  a  bell  on  Sun- 

and  gained  in  size  from  each  succes-  day.     Some    of    this    perhaps    was 

rive  tongue,   until   the  man   at   the  owing   to  my   thoughts   of    Newton 

foot   of    the  bridge,    who   naturally  clock,  and  twelve  shillings  now  due 

detested  me,    whispered   into   every  to  me  from  my  captainship  thereof : 

car,  that  it  was  high  time  to  have  a  but  how  could  this  loyal  and  eccle- 

care  of    that  interloping  Welshman,  siastical  fervour  thrive,  while  a  man 

who   had   drowned    six   fine   young  in  holy  orders  did  such  unholy  things 

noblemen,    for    the    sake    of    their  to  mo? 

buckles    .and    watches.      And    my  The  only  one  with  faith   enough, 

courage  was  at  so  low  an  ebb,  that  and  sense  enough,  to  stand    by  me 

when  he  retreated  into  his  house,  1  now,  through  this  bitter  trial,   was 

could    not  even   bring  my  mind   to  that  beautiful  young  lady,  whom  I 

the  power   of    kicking  his   door   in.  did  admire   so.     And   if  till   now  I 

Hence     that    calumny,     not    being  admired  only,  now   I  did  adore  her. 

quenched,   went   the  round   of    the  Nannettc  did  for  herself  with  me,  and 

neighbourhood;  and  1  might  as  well  all    her    hopes    of    ever   being  Mm. 

haul  down  my  Rign,  and  the  hopes  David  Llewellyn,  by  poking  up  her 

of  any  public-house  became  a  fading  little  toes, — and   I    saw    that    thev 

vision.     And  of   all  the  fine   young  were  all    square  almost, — and   witn 

women  who  had  set  their  hearts  up-  guttural  noises  crying  that  on  board 

on    keeping   it  (as    I   described   my  my  boat  she  would  not  dare.     Miss 

intention    to   them),   and   who    had  Carey  laughed  at  her,   and  stepped 

picked   up    bits   of    Welsh,   for    an  with  her  beautiful  boots  on  board  of 

access  to  my  heart  in  all  its  patriot-  me ;  and  from  that  moment  she  might 

ism,  there  was  not  one  worth  looking  do  exactly  as  she  pleased  with  me. 
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However,  my  ferry  was  knocked  more  than  three  feel  deep  in  places, 

on   the  head ;  and  all  the  hopes  of  when  the  tide  is  out,  and  no  floods 

a  wifo  and  family,  and  even  a  pub-  coming  down.     These  two  cunning 

lie-house  and  skittles,  which  I  had  barbarians  came  of  course  from  tho 

long  been  building  up,  as  well  as  to  Nympton  rookery,  but  were  lodging 

train  our  Bunny  for  barmaid ;  which  for  the  present  in  a  hole  they  had 

must  always  be  done  quite  young,  scooped  for  themselves  in  tho  lonc- 

to   get  tho  proper  style  of  it,  and  liest  part  of  Brauntnn  Burrow.     Of 

thorough    acquaintance    with    mca-  course  they  durst  not  go  about  in  a 

surcs,  how  to  make  them  look  quite  peopled  and  civilised  neighbourhood, 

brim  up  when  they  are  only  three-  with  such  an  absence  of  apparel  as 

parts  full.     All  golden  dreams  will  they  could  indulge  at   home.     Still 

vanish  thus ;  no  life  of  smiling  Boni-  they   were   unsightly   objects ;    and 

face,  but  of  gun-muzzles  was  before  decent    people    gave   them    a    wido 

inc;  no  casting-up  of  shot  by  pence,  berth,  when  possible.     But  my  fiini 

but  ramming   down    on  pounds   of  intention  was  to  grapple  with  these 

powder.     Let   that   pass ;   my   only  savage  scoundrels,  and  to  prove  at 

wish  is  to  conceal,  in   the  strictest  their  expense  what  a  civilised  Welsli- 

manner,  little  trifles  about  myself.  man  is,  and  how  capable  of  asserting 

Isabel  Carey  was  so  shocked  at  his  commercial  privileges.  Only  as 
hearing  of  our  danger  (as  by  me  they  carried  knives,  I  durst  not  moot 
distinctly  told  without  a  word  of  them  both  at  once ;  and  even  should 
flourish),  that  she  made  me  promise  I  catch  them  singly,  some  care  was 
strongly  to  give  up  my  ferrying,  advisable,  so  as  to  tike  them  oil  their 
This  1  was  becoming  ready,  more  guard  ;  because  I  would  not  lower 
and  more  every  day,  to  do;  especially  myself  to  the  use  of  anything  more 
as  nobody  ever  now  came  down  for  barbarous  than  an  honest  cudgeL 
porterage.  But  I  told  the  lady  how  However,  although  I  watched  and 
hard  it  was  to  have  formed  such  a  waited,  and  caught  sight  of  thorn 
valuable  trade,  or  you  might  say  an  more  than  once,  especially  at  night- 
institution;  and  then  to  lose  it  all,  time  when  they  roved  most  freely, 
because  of  certain  private  enmities,  it  was  long  before  1  found  it  pru- 
What  she  said  or  did  hereon  is  dent  to  bear  down  on  tho  enemy, 
strictly  a  family  question,  and  can  in  Not  from  any  fear  of  them,  but  for 
no  way  concern  the  public,  since  I  fear  of  slaying  them,  as  I  might  bo 
hauled  my  Hag  down.  forced   to   do,   if   they  rushed  with 

And  now  I    gained    more  insight  steel  at  me. 

into  my  great  enemy's  schemes  and  One  night,  after  the  turn  of  tho 

doings,  than  I  could  have  acquired  days,  and   with   mild  weather  now 

v/hilo  engaged  so  much  at  ferry.  For  prevailing,    and   a   sense  of    spring 

tinvc  allowed   me   to  maintain   that  already    fluttering    in    the    valleys, 

strict    watch   upon   Narnton    Court  I   sat  in  a   dark  embrasure  at  tho 

which  was  now  become  my  duty,  as  end     of     Narnton     Court.      There 

well  as  an  especial  pleasure,  for  the  had  been   more  light  than  usual  in 

following    reason.     I    began   to  see  the   windows  of    tho   great  dining- 

most  clearly  that  the  foid  outrage  room,  which  now  was  very  seldom 

upon    my    boat    must    have    been  used  for  hospitable  purposes.     And 

perpetrated  by  one  or  both  of  those  now  two  gentlemen  came  forth,  as  if 

savage  fellows  who  were   employed  for  a  little  air,  to  take  a  turn  on  tho 

as    spies    upon    this    great    house,  river-terrace.     It  did  not    cost   mo 

»r;>m  the  landward  side.    They  must  long  to  learn  that  one  was  good  .Sir 

have  forded  the  river,  which  is  not  Philip  Bampfylde,  and  the  other  tint 
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very  wicked    Chowne.     The    latter  pretence  religious  into  the  texture 

had  manifestly  been  telling  some  of  cf  his  ways.     A  worse  man  need 

his    choicest   stories,  and  held  the  not  be  desired :    and    yet    he  did 

upper  hand  as  usual.  abhor  all  cant,    to  such    a    degree 

"  General,    take    my    arm.     The  that  he  made  a  mock  of  his  own 

flags  are  rough,  and  the  night  is  of  church-services. 

the  darkest     You  must  gravel  this  "  General,  I  have  nought  to  say. 

terrace,  for  the  sake  of  your  guests,  You  have  asked  this  question  more 

after  your  port-wine."  than    once.     You    know    what  my 

44  Dick,"  said  the  General,  with  a  opinion  is." 

sigh,  for  he  was  a  most  hospitable  "  1  know  that  you  have  the  con- 

inan,  and  accustomed  to  the  army;  fidence,  sir,  every  honourable  man 

,;Dick,   thou    hast  hardly  touched  must  have  in  my  poor  son's  inno- 

iny  port ;  and  I  like  not  to  have  it  cence.     You  support  it  against  every 

slighted,  sir."  one." 

What  excuse  the  Parson  made  I  "  Against  all  the  world :   against 

did  not  hear,  but  knew  already  that  even  you,  when  you  allow  yourself 

one  of  his  countless   villanics   was  to    doubt  it.     Tush!    I    would  not 

his  rude  contempt  of  the  gift  of  God,  twice  think  of  it.     However  many 

as    vouchsafed   to   Noah,    and   con-  candles  burn " — this  was  a  touch  of 

firmed   by  the  very  first  rainbow,  his  nasty  sarcasm,  which  he  never 

which  continues  the  colours  thereof  could      deny     himself  — "  up     and 

up  to  this  time  of  writing.  down  the  valley,  General,  no  son  of 

Sir  Philip  leaned  on  the  parapet  3Tours,  however  wild,  and  troubled 
some  twenty  yards  to  windward  of  in  expenditure,  could  ever  shape  or 
me,  and  he  sniffed  the  fine  fresh  even  dream  of  anything  dishonour- 
smell    of    sca-wced    and    sea-water  able." 

coming  up  the  river  with  a  move-  "  I   hope    not — I    hope    to    God, 

ment  of  four  knots  an  hour.     And  not,"     Sir  Philip  said,  with  a  little 

in  his  heart  he  thanked  the  Lord,  gasp,  as  if  he  were  fearing   othor- 

vcry    likely,    without    knowing    it.  wise :   "  Dick,  you   are  my  godson, 

Then  he  seemed  to  sigh  a  little,  and  and  you  have  been  the  greatest  com- 

to  turn  to  Chowne,  and  say —  fort    to    me  ;     because    you    never 

•*  Dick,  this  is  not  as  it  should  be.    would  believe " 

Look  at  all  this  place,  and  up  and  u  Not    another     word,     General. 

clown  all  this  length  of  river ;    every  You  must  not  dwell  on  this  matter 

light  you  can  see  burning,  is  in  a  so.     The   children   were    fine    littlo 

house  that  'longs  to  me.     And  who  dears   of    course,   very  clever    and 

Ls  now  to  have  it  all  ?    It  used   to    very  precious " 

make  me  proud  ;  but  now  it  makes  u  Oh,  if  you  only  knew  the  words, 

me   very  humble.     You  are  a   par-  Dick,  my  little  granddaughter  could 

j*on ;    tell  me,   Dick,   what  have   I  come  out  with !     Scarcely  anything 

done  to  deserve  it  all  ?"  you  could  think  of  would  have  been 

The  Rev.  Richard  Stoyle  Chowne  too  big  for  her  little  mouth.     And 

had  not — whatever   his  other  vices  if    she  could  not  do  it  once,    she 

were — one  grain  of  pious  hypocrisy  never  left  it  till  she  did.     "Where  it 

in  all  his  foul   composition.     If  ho  came  from  I  could  not  tell,  for  wo 

had,  he  might  have  flourished,  and  arc  not  great  at  languages :   but  it 

with   his   native  power,  must  have  must    have    been   of    her  mother's 

been  one  of  the  foremost  men   of  race.     And    the    boy,    though    not 

this,    or    any  other    age.     But    his  with    gifts  of    that    sort — oh,   you 

pride  allowed  him  never  to  let  in  ought  to  have  seen  his  legs,  Dick — : 
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at  least  till  ho  took  tho  whooping-  Both  men  had  by  this  time  very 

cough!"     The    stately    old    gentle-  nearly  said    their    say   throughout 

man   leaned,   and    dropped    a    tear  The  General  seemed  to  be  overcome, 

perhaps  into  tho  river  Tawe.  and  the  Parson  to  be  growing  weary 

44  General,  I  understand  it  all,"  of  a  subject  of  ten  treated  in  discourse 
said  Chowne,  though  he  never  had  between  them.  u  Before  you  go  in  the 
a  child,  by  reason  of  the  Almighty's  morning,  Dick,"  said  the  old  man, 
mercy  to  the  next  generation :  44  of  now  recovering  u  I  wish  to  consult 
course  these  pretty  children  were  a  you  about  a  matter  nearly  concern- 
great  delight  to  every  one.  But  ing  young  Isabel.  She  is  a  distant 
affairs  of  this  sort  happen  in  all  cousin  of  yours.  You  thoroughly 
ancient  families.  The  mere  extent  understand  the  law,  of  which  I  havo 
of  land  appears  to  open  for  eland cs-  very  little  knowledge.  Perhaps  you 
tine  graves "  will  meet  me  in  the  book-room,  for 

44  That    wicked     devilish     story,  half  an  hour's  quiet  talk,  before  wo 

Dick !     Did    you    tell    me,    or    did  go  to  breakfast" 

you  not,  to  take  it  as  tho   Fiend's  "  I   cannot  do  it,    Sir    Philip.     I 

own  lie  ?"  have  my  own  affairs   to   see  to.    I 

44  A  lie,  of  course,  as  concerns  tho  must  be  off  when  the  moon  is  up. 

Captain  :  from  their  want  of  know-  I  cannot  sleep  in  your  house,  this 

ledge.     But    concerning    some    one  night." 
else,  true  enough,  I  fear,  1  fear." 


CHAPTER   XL. — FORCIBLE    EJECTMENT. 

Those  things  which  have  been  and  eighty-three.  Her  ladyship  now 
settled  for  us  by  long  generations  of  had  begun  to  feel  that  interest  in 
ancestors,  all  of  whom  must  have  my  intelligence  and  unusual  power 
considered  tho  subjects,  one  after  of  narrative,  as  well  as  that  confl- 
the  other,  painfully,  and  brought  dence  in  my  honour  and  extreme 
good  minds  of  ancient  strength  (less  veracity,  which,  without  the  smallest 
led  away  than  ours  are)  to  boar  upon  effort  or  pretence  on  my  part,  seem 
what  lay  before  them,  also  living  in  to  spring  by  some  law  of  nature  in 
a  time  when  money  went  much  fur-  every  candid  mind  I  meet 
thcr,  and  got  a  deal  more  change  in  Combining  this  lady's  tcstimo- 
honesty,  which  was  then  more  plen-  nials,  as  she  presented  weekly,  with 
tiful — to  rush,  I  say,  against  the  some  honourable  trifles  picked  up 
bulwarks  of  our  noble  elders  (who  here  and  there  along  shore,  in  spite 
showed  the  warmth  of  their  faith  of  all  discouragement,  perhaps  I  con- 
by  roasting  all  who  disagreed  with  gratulatcd  myself  on  having  turned 
them),  would  be,  ay  and  ever  will  the  corner  of  another  year  not  badly. 
be,  a  proof  of  a  rebellious,  scurvy,  I  counted  my  money,  to  the  tuno  of 
and  perpetually  scabby  nature,  fivc-and-twenty  level  pounds ;  an 
The  above  tine  reflection  came  home  amount  of  cash  beyond  all  experi- 
to  me,  just  as  my  pipe  grew  sweet  ence !  Yet,  instead  of  being  daz- 
and  rich,  after  an  excellent  dinner,  zlcd,  I  began  to  sec  no  reason  for 
provided  by  that  most  thoughtful  not  having  fifty.  Not  that  I  ever 
and  bright  young  lady,  tho  Honour-  thought  of  money  ;  but  for  the  sake 
able  Isabel  Carey,  upon  a  noble  of  the  children.  The  tears  came 
New  Year's  Day,  in  the  year  of  our  into  my  eyes,  to  think  of  these  poor 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  little  creatures ;  Bardie  with  all  her 
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fount  of  life  sanded  up  (as  one  might  thing.     The  people    were  even    in- 

say)  in  that  old  Skcr  warren  ;  and  clined  to  refuse  to  draw  anything  in 

Bunny  with  her  strength   of  feed-  the  small-liquor  lino  for  a  man  with 

ing  weakened  over  rice  and  fowl-food ;  80  little  respect  for  trade  as  to  walk 

such   as  old  Charles  Morgan  kept,  so  straight  upon  New  Year's  Day. 

who  had  been  known  to  threaten  to  After  a   little  while,  I  made  them 

feed  his  family  upon   sawdust.     A  8ee  that  this  was  not  so  much  my 

most  respectable    man,   as  well  as  fault  as  my  misfortune ;  and  when  I 

churchwarden  and  undertaker ;  but  declared  my  name,  of  course,  and  my 

being    bred    a    pure    carpenter,    he  character  came  forward,  even  rum- 

thought  (when  his  money  came  in  shrub  out  of  a  cask  with   golden 

fast,  and  great  success  surprised  him)  hoops  around  it  scarcely  seemed  to 

that  Providence  would  be  oftended  at  oo  considered  good  enough  for  me, 

his  waste  of  sawdust  gratis.     But  throughout  the  whole  of 

Now  this  was  the  man  who  had  this,  I  felt  an  anxious  and  burning 

Bunny   to  keep,    entirely  from   his  sense  of  eager  responsibility,  coupled 

own  wish  of  course,  or  the  sense  of  with   a  strong  desire  to   bo   every  - 

the    village    concerning    her ;     and  where  at  once. 

many   times   I    had   been   ready  to  Right   early,  to  the  very  utmost 

laugh  ;  and  as  many  times   to*  cry  of  my  recollection,    I  tumbled  into 

almost,  whenever  I  thought  of   the  niy  lonely  berth,    after   seeing    my 

many   things    that    were    likely    to  fusil   primed,   and   praying    to    the 

happen   between   them.     To    laugh,  Lord  for  guidance  through  another 

when  I  thought  of  Churchwarden's  and    a    better    year.     I   had    clean 

face  regarding  our  Bunny  at  break-  sheets,  which  are  my  most  luxuri- 

fast-time,    and   the   way  she  would  ous  gift  of  feeling;  and   having  no 

say,  "  1  want  some  more,"  through  room  to  stretch  my  legs,  or  roll,  I 

his  narrow-shouldered  children.     To  managed  space   to  yawn,   and   then 

cry,    when   I   thought   of    my   dear  went   off  deliriously.     Now    1    was 

son's  child  (and  as  dear  to  mo  as  my  beginning  to  dream  about  the  hole 

own  almost)  getting  less  of  victuals  I  had  placed  my  money  in — a  clever 

daily,  as  her  welcome  should  grow  contrivance  of  my  own,  and  not  in 

staler,    and   giving  way  to  her  old  the  cuddy  at  all,  because  the  enemy 

trick  of  standing  on  the  floor  with  might  attack  me  there— when  a  ter- 

eyes  shut,  and  with  shut  mouth  to  rible  fit  of  coughing  came  and  saved 

declare,    •"  I    won't    cat,    now    you  my  life  by  waking  me.     The  little 

have  starved  me  so ;"   and  no  one  cuddy  was  full  of  smoke — parching, 

in  that   house   with   wit  to    under-  blinding,   choking   smoke — so    thick 

stand  and  humour  her.     And  then  that   I   could   scarcely   see   the  red 

I  could  sec  her  go  to  bed,  in  a  vio-  glare  of  fire  behind  it,  through  the 

lent    temper    anyhow :     and    when  brattice  of  the  bulkhead, 

the  wind  boxed   round  to  north,   I  "(iood    Lord,"    I     cried,    "have 

could  hear  her  calling,  "Granny."  mercy  on  me!     Sure  enough,  I  am 

This  very  tender   state   of  mind,  done  for    now.     And   nobody   ever 

and   sense    of    domestic    memories,  will  know  or  care  what  the  end  was 

seems  to  have  drawn  me  (so  far  as  I  of  old  Dyo  1" 

can,  in  a  difficult  case,  remember  it)  I  did  not  stop  still  to  say  all  this, 

towards  a  very  ancient  inn  having  that  you  may  be  quite  sure  of ;  and 

two  bow-windows.    When  I  entered,  it  argues  no  small  power  of  speech 

no  man  could  be  in  a  stricter  state  of  that  I  was  able  to  say  anything, 

sobriety :  and  as  if  it  were  yesterday,  For  with,  a  last  desire  for  life,  and 

I  remember  asking  the  price  of  every-  despairing    resolve  to  try   again,    I 
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broke  my  knuckles  against  the  hatch  of  my  mind  came  back  q  uite  calmly 

which  I  had  made  so  heavy  for  the  when    I    was    out    of    smothering, 

purpose    of  protecting  me.     To  go  People  may  say  what  they  like ;  but 

out  through   my  door  would  have  I  know,  after  seeing  every  form  of 

been  to  rush  into  the  fire  itself ;  and  death  (and  you  need  not  lau^h  at  me 

what   with    the    choking,   and    the  very  much,  if  I  even  said  feeling  it) 

thickness,   and    the    terror    of    the  — I  know  no  anguish  to  be  compared 

flames  violently  reddening  and  roar-  to  the  sense  of  being  pressed  under 

ing  a  few  feet  away,  I  fclt  my  wits  slowly ;  and  the  soul  with  no  room  to 

beginning  to  fail  me,  which  of  course  get  away. 

was  certain  death.     So  I  sate  down  But  I  was  under  the  good   stars 

on  a  three-legged  stool,  which  was  now,  and  able  to  think  and  to  look 

all  my  furniture ;  and  for  a  moment  about ;  and  though  the  ketch  could 

the  rushing  smoke  drew,  by  some  not  last  long,  being  of  92  tons  only, 

draught,    otherwhere;    and  whether  T   found  time  enough  to  kneel  and 

I  would  or    no,   a  deal  of  my  past  thank  my  God  for  His  mercy  to  inc. 

life  came   up    to  me.     I   wondered  There  was  no  ice  in  the  river  now, 

whether  I  might  have  been  too  hard  and  to  swim  ashore  would  have  been 

sometimes  on  any  one,  or  whether  I  but    little,    except    for    rheumatics 

might  have  forgotten  to  think  of  the  afterwards.     But  it  seemed  just  as 

Lord,  upon  any  Sunday.     And  then  well  to  escape  even  these;  and  hav- 

my  thoughts  were  elevated    to    the  ing  been  burned  out  at  sea  before, 

two  dear  children.  I  was  better  enabled  to  manage  it 

Now  what  do  you  think  happen-  The  whole  of  the  waist  of  the  ketch 

cd  to  me,  whci  1  thought  of  those  was   in   flames,   curling  and   begin- 

two   darlings,  and    the    tears    from  ning  now  to  indulge  (heir  desire  of 

smoke  made  way  for  the  deep-born  roaring;    but   the   kindness   of    the 

tears  of  a  noble  heart  ?     Why  simply  Lord  prevented  wind  from  blowing, 

that  a  flash  of  flame  glanced  upon  Had   there   been   only  a    four-knot 

the  iron  crowbar,  wherewith   I  had  breeze,  you  would  novcr  have  heard 

opened    hatch.     I    could    not    have  of  me  again ;   surely   which   would 

been  in  pure  bright  possession  of  my  grieve  you. 

Maker's  gifts  to  me  when  I  chanced,  In  this  very  sad  state  of  mind, 
before  going  to  bed,  to  lay  that  combined  with  a  longing  for  thank- 
crowbar  for  my  pillow-case.  Never-  fulness,  and  while  I  was  thinking 
thcless  I  had  done  it  well :  and  in  about  the  fire — to  say  the  truth, 
the  stern  perception  of  this  despe-  very  stupidly,  and  wondering  in- 
ratc  extremity,  1  could  not  help  stead  of  working — quite  an  old- 
smiling  at  the  way  I  had  tucked  fashioned  affair  restored  me  to  my 
up  my  head  on  the  crowbar.  But  wits  and  my  love  of  the  world  again, 
(though  no  time  is  lost  in  smiling)  This  was  the  strong  sour  sound  of 
I  had  not  a  moment  to  lose  even  now,  the  air,  when  a  bullet  comes  through 
although  with  my  utmost  wits  all  it  hastily,  and  casting  reproach  upon 
awake  and  coughing.  I  prised  the  what  we  breathe,  for  its  want  of  a 
hatch  up  in  half  a  moment,  where  stronger  activity.  A  man  had  made 
it  was  stuck  in  the  combings ;  and  a  shot  at  me,  and  must  have  been  a 
if  ever  a  man  cnjoj'cd  a  draught,  I  lubber  by  his  want  of  range  and 
did  so  of  air  that  moment.  Many  common  -  sense.  Before  I  could 
men  might  have  been  frightened  think,  I  was  all  alive,  and  fit  to  en- 
still,  and  not  have  known  what  to  joy  myself  almost,  as  if  it  were  a 
do  with  themselves.  But  I  assure  fight  with  Frenchmen.  The  first 
you,  in  all  honour,  that  the  whole  thing  I  thought  of  was  the  gun  lent 
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to  mc  by  Miss  Carey.     To  rescue  style,  more  striking   but  less  com- 

this,    I   went  down  even  into    the  fortablc  ;  in  lack  of  which  the  world 

cuddy  which  had  so  lately  proved  could    never  have    gone   on  in  our 

my  very  grave  almost :     and  after  neighbourhood.     Therefore  I  ran  to 

this  I  saw  no  reason  why  I  should  my  little  punt,  and  pushed  off,  and 

hot  save  my  money,  if  the  Lord  so  was  just  in   time  to  save  my   kit, 

willed  it     From  a  sense  of  all  the  with  a  little  singeing. 
mischief  even   now    around    me,    I        The   ketch  burned  down  to  tho 

had  made  a  clever  hole  in  the  bow-  water's  edge,  and  then  a  rough  tide 

knees  of  the  ketch  (where  the  wood  came  up  and  sank  her,  leaving  mc 

lay  thickest),  and  so    had  plugged  in  a  bitter  plight,  and  for  some  time 

my  money  up,    with  the  power  to  quite  uncertain  how  to  face  the  fu- 

count  it  daily.     And  now  in  spite  ture.     From  knowledge  of  the  Par- 

of  flame,  and  roar,  and  heat  of  all  son's  style  of  treating  similar  cases, ' 

the  'midships,  and  the  spluttering  of  1   felt   it  to  be  a  most  likely  thing 

the  rock-powder  bags  too  wet  to  be  that  I  should  be  charged  with  firing 

unanimous,    I   made   my   mind    up  her,    robbing    her,    and    concealing 

just  to  try  to  save  my  bit  of  money,  booty.     And  this  injustice  added  to 

Because,  although  a  man  may  the  bitterness  of  my  close  escape, 
be  as  coarse,  and  wicked,  and  vile-  "It  is  no  use,"  I  said  aloud ;  "  it  is 
hearted,  as  even  my  very  worst  ene-  useless  to  contend  with  him.  Ho 
raics  are,  he  cannot  fail  of  getting  has  sold  himself  to  Satan,  and  thank 
on,  and  being  praised,  and  made  the  God  I  have  no  chance  with  him." 
best  of,  if  he  only  does  his  best  to  Therefore  by  the  time  the  fire  had 
stick  tight  to  his  money.  Therefore  created  some  disturbance  in  the  cot- 
having  no  boat  within  reach,  and  tage  bedrooms,  I  had  got  my  cloth- 
the  'midship  all  aflame,  I  made  a  ing  on,  in  a  decent  though  hasty 
raft  of  the  cuddy-hatch,  and  warped  mariner,  and  slipped  into  a  little 
along  by  the  side  of  the  ketch,  and  wood  with  my  spy-glass  happily 
purchased  my  cash  from  its  little  saved,  and  resolved  Jp  watch  what 
nest ;  and  then  with  a  thankful  happened  in  among  the  bumpkins. 
heart,  and  nothing  but  a  pair  of  These  came  down,  and  stared  and 
breeches  on,  made  the  best  of  my  gawked,  and  picked  up  bits  of  singed 
way  ashore,  punting  myself  with  a  spars,  and  so  on,  and  laid  down  the 
broken  oar.  law  to  one  another,  and  fought  for 

This  desire  to  sacrifice  mc  (with-  the  relics,  and  thought  it  hard  that 

out  the  trouble  oven  taken  to  count  no  man's  body  was  to  be  found  with 

what  my  value  was),  gave  me  such  clothes   on.      I    saw   them   hunting 

a  sense  of  shock,  and  of  spreading  for  me,  up  and  down  the  river  chan- 

abroad     cver3'where,    without     any  nel,  with  a  desperate  ignorance  of 

knowledge  left  of  what  might  have  tide  (although  living  so  close  to  it), 

become  of  me,  and  the  subject  liable  and  I  did  not  like  to  have  my  body 

to  be  dropped,  if  ever  entered  into  hunted    for    like    that     But    I  rc- 

>>y  a  Jolly  Crowner,  and  a  jury  glad  pressed  all  finer  feelings,  as  a  supe- 

to  please  him,  that  for  the  moment  rior  man  must  do,  and  chewed  the 

1    sate  down  upon  a  shelf  of  clay,  tip    of  a    bullock's    tongue,    which 

until    tho    wet    came    through    my  luckily  was  in  my  waiscoat-pocket 

want    of    clothes.      Suddenly    this  ready    for    great    emergency ;    and 

roused  mc  up  to  make  another  trial  which    if  a   man    keeps    going    on 

for  the  sake  of  my  well-accustomed  with,    he    may    go    like    the    great 

and  familiar  suit  of  clothes,  so  well  Elijah  forty  days,  and  feel  no  hun- 

bcloved ;    also    even    my    Sunday  ger.     At  least  I  have  hoard  bo,  and 
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can  believe  it,  having  seen  men  who  cause,  you  may  Ray  what  you  like; 

told   me  ro  ;  but    I    would    rather  but  the  first  point  in  our  people  is 

have  it   proved  by  another   man's  gratitude, 

experience.  "Of  course,"  cried  Chownc,  and 

While  T  was  looking  on  at  these  his  voice,  though  gently  used,  came 

tilings,  down  came  Parson  Chowne  down    the    wind    like  a  bell ;  "of 

himself,  in  a  happy  mood,  and  rid-  course,  good  people,  you  have   not 

ing  the  black  mare,   now  brought  found  the  corpse  of  that  wretched 

out  of   dock    again.     The    country  villain." 

folk  all  fell  away  from  their  hope  of  "  Us    would    giv'    un    up,    glad 

stealing  something,  and  laid  fingers  enough,  if  us  only  gat  the  loock,  for 

to  their  hats,  being  afraid   to  talk  tan  zhilling,  your  Ruverancc.      Lave 

to  him.     He,  however,  did  no  more  aloun  tan  poond." 

than  sign  to  the  serving-man  behind  When  that  miscrablo  miser  said 

him,    to    acknowledge    compliments  a  thing  so  low  as  that,  my  very  flesh 

(which  was  outside  his  own  custom),  crept  on  my  bones,  and  my  inmost 

and  then  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse  heart  was  sick  with  being  made  so 

and  galloped  right  and  left  through  very  littlo  of.     To  myself  I  always 

the  lot  of  them.     In  my  anxiety  to  had   a  proper  sense  of  estimation ; 

learn  what  this  dreadful   man  was  and  to  be  put  at  this  low  figure  made 

up  to,  I  slipped  down  through  the  me    doubt    everything.       However, 

stubs  of  the  wood,  where  the  faggot-  I  came  to  feel,  after  a  bit,  that  this 

cutters  had  been  at  work,  gliding  is  one  of  the  trials  which  all  good 

even  upon  my  jersey,  because  of  the  men   must    put    up    with  ;  neither 

Parson's  piercing  eyes,  and  there  in  would  a  common  man  find  his  corpse 

the  ditch  I  found  some  shelter,  and  worth  ten  pounds  sterling, 

spied  through  a  bushy  breastwork.  Betwixt  my  sense  of  public  value 

"No  more  than  T   expected,"   ho  (a  definite   sum,    at  any  rate)  and 

cried,  "  from   what  I  have  seen   of  imagination  of -what  my  truly  natural 

the  fellow ;    he  has  fired  the  ship,  abilities  might  lead  me  to,   if  pro- 

and  run  away  with  all  he  could  lay  perly  neglected,  I  found  it  a  blessed 

hands    on.     As    a    Justice    of    the  hard   thing  to  lie  quite  until  dark, 

Peace  I  offer  ten  pounds  reward  for  •  and  then  slip  out      And  the  more 

David     Llewellyn,     brought   before  so,  because  my  stock  of  food  was  all 

me,  alive  or  dead.     Is  there  one  of  consumed  by  middle  day ;  and  be- 

you  ranti  poles  can  row  ?    Oh,  you  fore  the  sun  went  down,  hunger  of  a 

can.     Take  this  shilling,  and  be  off  great  shape  and  size  arose  and  raged 

with  that  big  thief  s  ferry-boat,  and  within  me.     This  is  always  difficult 

leave  it  at  Sam  Tucker's  shipyard,  to  discipline  or  to  reason  with  ;  and 

in  the  name  of  the  Reverend  Stoyle  to  men  of  the  common  order  it  sug- 

Chowne."  gests  great  violence.     To  me  it  did 

It  went  to  my  heart  that  none  of  nothing  of  that  kind,   but  led  me 

the  people  to  whom  I  had  been  so  into  a  littlo  shop,  where  I  paid  my 

"  good    and    kind " — to   use  pretty  money,  and  got  my  loaf.     My  flint 

Bardie's  phrase — now  had  the  cour-  and  steel  and  tinder-box  lay  in  my 

age  to  stand  up,  and   say  that  my  pocket  handy.     These  T  felt  and  felt 

character  was  most  noble,  and  claim  again,  and  went  into  the  woods  and 

back  my  boat  for  me.     Instead  of  thought,  and  found  that  even  want  of 

that,  they  all  behaved  as  if  I  had  food  had  failed  to  give  me  a  thorough- 

never  ferried  them  ;  and  tho  ingrati-  going  and   consistent  appetite.     Be- 

tude  of  the  young  women  made  mo  cause,  for  the  first  timo  in  my  life, 

ong    to    be    in   Wales  again.     Be-  I  had  shaped  a  strong  resolve,  and 
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sworn  to  tho  Lord  concerning  it —  u  I  never  thought  you  had  so  much 

to  commit  a  downright  crime,  and  courage.     You  are  tho  very  bravest 

one  which  I  might  be  hanged  for.  man — but   stop,  did  you   burn   tho 

Although  every  one  who  has  entered  whole  of  them  r" 

into  my   sufferings  and  my  dignity  "  Every   one   burned   itself,   your 

must  perceive  how  right  I  was,  and  ladyship  ;    I   saw   the  ashes   dying 

would   never   inform   against  me,  I  down,  and  his  summer-house  as  well 

will  only  say  that  on  Saturday  even-  took   fire,    through   the  mischief  of 

ing   Parson    Chowne    had   fourteen  the  wind,  and  all  his  winter  stock 

ricks,  and   on   Sunday  morning  he  of    wood,   and   his   tool-house,  and 

had  none,  and   might  begin  to  un-    his " 

dcrstand  the  feelings  of  tho  many  "Any      more,     any      more,     old 

farmers  who  had  been  treated  thus  David  V" 

by  him.  Right  gladly  would  I  have  "Yes,  your  ladyship,  his  cow- 
beheld  his  face  (so  rigid  and  con-  house,  after  the  cows  were  all  set 
temptuous  at  other  people's  trouble)  free,  and  his  new  cart-shed  fifty 
when  he  should  come  to  contemplate  feet  long,  also  his  carpenter's  shop 
his  own  works  thus  brought  home  and  his  cider-press." 
to  him.  But  1  could  not  find  a  u  You  are  the  very  best  man," 
hedge  thick  enough  to  screen  me  she  answered,  with  her  beautiful 
from  his  terrible  piercing  eyes.  eyes   full   upon   me,    u  that   I  havo 

This  little  bit  of  righteous  action  seen,   since  I  was  a  child.  .  I  must 

made  a  stir,  you  may  be  sure,  because  think  what  to  do  for  you.     Did*  you 

it  was  so  contrary  to  the  custom  of  burn  anything  more,  old  Davy  V" 

the     neighbourhood.      Although     1  "  The    fire    did,    your    ladyship, 

went    to    see    this  fire,  1  took  the  three  large  barns,  and  a  thing  they 

finest  care  to  leave  no  evidence  be-  call   a   4  linhay ;'   also   the  granary, 

hind  me  ;  and  even  turned  my  bits  and  tho  meal-house,  and  the  applc- 

of    toggery   inside   out  at   starting,  room,  and  the  churn-room,  and  only 

Rut   there  was   a  general  sense  in  missed  the  dairy  by  a  little  nasty 

among    these    people,   that    only   a  slant  of  wind.'' 

foreigner  could    have   dared   to   fly  "  What  a  good    thing  you  have 

in  the  Parson's  face   so\      I  waited  done !     There  is  scarcely  any  man 

long   enough   to   catch   the  turn  of  I    know,    that    would   have   shown 

the   public   feeling,    and    finding   it  such   courage.      Mr.    Llewellyn,   is 

set  hard   against  me,  my  foremost  there  anything  in  my  power  to  do 

thought  was  the  love  of  home.  for  you  :" 

Keeping  this  in  view,  and  being  Nothing  could  have  pleased  mo 
pressed  almost  beyond  bearing  now,  more  than  to  find  this  fair  young 
with  no  certainty,  moreover,  as  to  lady  rejoicing  in  this  generous  man- 
warrants  coming  out,  and  the  people  ner  at  the  Parson's  misadventure, 
looking  strangely,  every  time  they  And  her  delight  in  the  contempla- 
met  me,  I  could  have  no  peace  until  tion  made  me  almost  feel  repentance 
I  saw  the  beautiful  young  lady,  and  at  the  delicate  forbearance  of  tho 
to  her  told  everything.  You  should  flames  from  the  Rectory  itself.  Rut  I 
have  seen  her  eyes  and  cheeks,  as  could  not  help  reflecting  how  intense 
well  as  the  way  her  heart  went ;  and  and  bitter  must  be  this  young  harm* 
the  pride  with  which  she  gathered  less  creature's  wrong  received  and 
all  her  meaning  up  to  speak ;  even  dwelling  in  her  mind,  ere  she  could 
after  T  had  told  her  how  the  ricks  find  pleasure  from  wild  havoc  and 
would  burn  themselves.  destruction. 

"  You  dear  old  Davy,"  she  said,  u  There  is  one  thing  you  can  do," 
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I  answered  very  humbly  ;  "  and  it        "  How    do    you    know — 1    mean 

is  my  only  chance  to  escape  from  who  can  have  told  you  that — but  aro 

misconstruction.     I   never  thought,  you  not  too — perhaps  a  little " 

at  my  time  of  life,  to  begin  life  so        "  Too  old,  your  ladyship  ?      Not 

again.    But  I  am  now  a  homeless  a  day.     I  am  worth  half-a-dozen  of 

man,  burned  out  of  my  latest  refuge,  those  young  chips  who  have  got  no 

and  with  none  to  care  for  me.     Per-  bones  to  their  legs  yet.     And  as  for 

haps  I  may  be  taken  up  to-morrow,  shooting,   if    his   Honour    wants    a 

or  the  next  day.      And  with  such  man  to  train  a  cannon,  I  can  hit  a 

a  man  against  me,  it  must  end  in  marlinspike  with  a  round-shot,  at  a 

hanging."  mile  and  a  half,  as  soon  as  I  learn 

4i  1  never  heard  such  a  thing,"  she  the  windage." 
said  :  "  he  trie3  to  burn  you  in  your  For  I  knew  by  this  time  that  Cap- 
bed,  after  blowing  you  up,  and  do-  tain  Rampfylde's  ship,  the  Alcestis, 
ing  his  very  best  to  drown  you  ;  was  in  reserve,  as  a  feeder  for  the 
and  then  you  are  to  be  hanged  Royal  Navy,  to  catch  young  hands 
because  there  is  a  bonfiro  on  his  and  train  them  to  some  knowledge 
premises  !  It  is  impossible,  Mr.  of  sea-life,  and  smartness,  and  the 
Llewellyn,  to  think  twice  of  such  a  styles  of  gunnery.  And  who  could 
thing."  teach  them  these  things  better  than 

"  Your  ladyship  may  be  right,"  I  a  veteran  like  me  ? 
answered  ;  "  and  in  the  case  of  some        Miss  Carey  smiled  at  my  conceit, 

one  else,  reasoning  would  convince  as  perhaps  she  considered  it;  "Well, 

me.     But  if   I   even   stop  to  think  Davy,  if  you  can  fire  a  gun,  as  well 

twice,  it  will  lead  to  handcuff's  ;  and  as  you  can  a  hay-rick " 

handcuffs  lead  to  halter."  *4  No  more,  your  ladyship.     I  bc- 

At  this  she  began  to  be  frightened  seech   you.     Kven   walls   like  these 

much,  and  her  fright  grew  worse,  as  have  ears  ;  and  every  time  I  sec  my 

I   described   the   unpleasantness  of  shadow,   I  take   it  for  a  constable, 

hanging;  how  I  had  helped  myself  to  I  am  sure  there  are  two  men  after 

run  up  nine  good  men  at  the  yard-  me " 

arm.      And  a   fine   thing  for   their        "Have  you  then  two  shadows  V" 

souls,  no  doubt,  to  stop  them  from  she  asked,  in  her  peculiar  pleasant 

more  mischief,  and  let  them  go  up  way  :  "  at  any  rate  no  one  will  dare 

while   the   Lord   might    think    that  to  meddle  with  you,  or  any  of  us,  I 

other  men  had  injured  them.  should  hope,   in  the  General's  own 

"  Your  ladyship,"  I  began  again,  house.  Come  in  here,  I  expect,  or 
when  I  saw  all  her  delicate  colour  at  least  I  think,  thcro  is  some  pros- 
ebbing  ;  "  it  is  not  for  a  poor  hunted  poet  of  a  boat  from  the  Alcestis  com- 
miin  to  dare  to  beg  a  favour."  ing  up  the  river  this  vory  evening. 

a  Oh  yes,  it  is,  it  is,"  she  cried ;  Perhaps  you  have  some  baggage." 
•'  that   is   the    very   time  to  do   it.         "  No,   your   ladyship,    not  a   bit. 

Anything  in  my  power,  David,  after  They   burned   me  out  of  all  of  it. 

all  you  have  done  for  me."  But  I  saved  some  money  kindly,  by 

"  Then  all   that   I    want  of   your  special  grace  of  God,  at  the  loss  of 

ladyship  is  to  get  me  rated  aboard  all  my  leg-hair." 
of  Captain  Drake  Bampfylde's  ship."        I  ought  not  to  have  said  that,  I 

She  coloured  up  so  clearly  that  I  knew,  directly  after  uttering  it,  to  a 

was  compelled  to  look  away  :    and  young  lady  who  could  not  yet  be  up 

then  she  said —  to  things  of  that  kind. 
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CHAPTER   XLI. — THE   RIGHT  MAN    IN   THE    RIGHT  PLACE. 

The  very  next  day,  I  was  afloat  structor  in  gunnery,  with  an  entire 

as  a  seaman  of  the  Royal  Navy  of  new  kit  found  me,  and  six-and-two- 

the  United  Kingdom.     None  but  a  pence    a-weck    appointed,    together 

sailor  can  imagine  what  I  felt  and  with   second   right  to   stick  a  fork 

what  I  thought     Here  for  years  I  into  the  boiler.     Of  course  I  could 

had  been  adrift  from  the  very  work  not  have  won   all   this  by  favour ; 

God  shaped  me  for,  wrecked  before  but  showed  merit.     It  had  however 

my   time  by  undue  violence  of    a  been  allowed   me,  under  an   agrcc- 

Frenchman.      Also  I   had  bred  my  ment    (just    enough,     yet    brought 

son  up  to  supply  my  place  a  little ;  about  by  special  love  of  justice)  that 

and  a  very  noble  fellow,  though  ho  I  should  receive  a  month  ashore  at 

could  not  handle  cutlash  or  lay  gun  Newton-Nottage,   in    the  course    of 

as  I  had  done.     But  he  might  have  the  spring,  whenever  it   might  suit 

come  to  it  if  he  ever  had  come  to  my  our    cruising.      My    private    affairs 

own  time  of  life.     This  however  had  demanded  this ;  as  well  as  love  of 

been  cut  short  by  the  will  of  Pro-  neighbours,  and  strong  desire  to  lot 

vidence;    and  now  I  felt  bound  to  them   know  how   much  they  ought 

make  good  for  it.     Only  one  thing  to  make  of  me. 

grieved  me,  viz.,  to  find  the  war  How  1  disdained  my  rod  and 
declining.  This  went  to  my  heart  pole,  and  the  long-shore  life  and 
the  more,  because  our  navy  had  not  the  lubberly  ways,  when  I  felt  once 
done  according  to  its  ancient  fame,  more  the  bounding  of  the  open 
anywhere  but  at  Gibraltar  and  with  water,  the  spring  of  the  buoyant 
Admiral  Rodney,  in  the  year  before  timbers  answering  every  movement 
I  rejoined  it.  Oil"  the  coast  of  gallantly,  the  generous  vehemence 
America,  things  I  could  not  bear  to  of  the  canvas,  and  the  noble  freo- 
hear ;  also  the  loss  of  the  Royal  dom  of  the  ocean  winds  around 
George,  the  capture  of  the  Leeward  us!  The  rush  up  a  liquid  moun- 
Islands,  and  of  Minorca  by  the  tain,  and  the  sway  on  the  balance 
French  ;  and  even  a  British  sloop  of  the  world,  then  the  plunge  into 
of  war  taken  by  a  French  corvette,  the  valley,  almost  out  of  the  sight 
Such  things  moved  me  to  the  mar-  of  God,  though  we  feel  Him  hover- 
row,  after  all  I  had  seen  and  done ;  ing  over  us.  While  the  heart  leaps 
and  all  our  ship's  company  under-  with  the  hope  of  yet  more  glorious 
stood  that  T  returned  to  the  service  things  to  come — the  wild  delight,  the 
in  the  hope  to  put  a  stop  to  it  This  rage,  suspense,  and  majesty  of  battle, 
reclaiming  of  me  to  the  thing  that  Nothing  vexed  me  now  so  much 
F  was  meant  for  took  less  time  than  as  to  hear  from  private  people,  and 
I  might  use  to  bring  a  gun  to  its  even  from  the  public  sailors,  that  the 
bearings.  That  beautiful  Miss  Carey  nation  wanted  peace.  No  nation 
managed  everything  with  Captain  ever  should  want  peace,  until  it  has 
Drake,  and  in  less  than  fifty  kisses,  thoroughly  thrashed  the  other,  or  is 
they  had  settled  my  affairs.  I  could  bound  by  wicked  luck  to  knock 
have  no  more  self-respect,  if  I  said  under  hopelessly.  And  neither  of 
another  word.  those  things   had  befallen  England 

But  the  King  and  the  nation  won  at   this   period.      But    I    havo    not 

the  entire  benefit  of  this.     It  came  skill  enough  to  navigate  in  politics, 

to  pass  that  I  was  made  a  second  in-  And  before  we  had   been  long  at 
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sea.  we  spoke  a  full-rigged  ship  from  added  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the 

Hamburg,    which    had    touched    at  British    Navy.      Because    the    man 

Falmouth;  and  two  (German  boys,  in  was  very  well,  or  at  any  rate  well 

training  for  the  British  Navy,  let  us  enough,    in    his    way    and     in    his 

know  that  peace  was  signed  between  manners,  and  quite  worth  his  wages ; 

Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain,  as  but  to  see  him  train  a  gun,  and  to 

nearly  as  might   be   on   Valentine's  call  him   first  Instructor!     Captain 

Day  of  the  year  178.3.     A  sad  and  Bampfyldc  saw,  in  twenty  minutes, 

hard  thing  wo   found  to  believe  it,  that  1  could  shoot  this  tine  fellow's 

and  impossible  to  be  pleased   after  head  otF,  unwilling  as  I  was  to  give 

such  practice  of  gunnery.  offence,  and  delicate  about  priming. 

Nevertheless  it  was  true  enough,  And  all  the  men  felt  at  once  the 
and  confirmed  by  another  ship ;  and  power  of  a  practised  hand  set  over 
now  a  new  Ministry  was  in  office  them.  I  saw  that  the  Navy  had 
under  a  man  of  the  name  of  Fox,  fallen  back  very  much  in  the  matter 
doubtless  of  that  nature  also,  ready  of  gunnery,  in  the  timsof  the  twenty 
always  to  run  to  earth.  Nothing  years,  or  so,  since  I  had  been  (Jun- 
morc  could  be  hoped  except  to  put  captain  ;  and  it  came  into  my  head 
up  with  all  degradation.  A  hand-  to  show  them  many  things  forgot 
ful  of  barbarous  fellows,  wild  in  the  The  force  of  nature  carried  me  into 
woods  and  swamps  of  America,  most  this  my  proper  position  ;  and  the 
of  them  sent  from  this  home-country  more  rapidly,  because  it  happened 
through  their  contempt  of  discipline,  to  occur  to  me  that  here  was  the 
fellows  of  this  sort  had  been  able  very  man  pointed  out,  as  it  were  by 
(mainly  by  skulking  and  shirking  the  hand  of  Providence,  for  Parson 
light)  to  elude  and  get  the  better  of  Chowne  to  blow  up  next.  Our 
[lis  Britannic  Majesty's  forces,  and  Captain  had  the  very  utmost  conn- 
pretend  to  set  up  on  their  own  deuce  that  could  be  in  him,  and  he 
account,  as  if  they  could  ever  get  stood  on  his  legs  with  a  breadth 
on  so.  No  one  who  sees  these  that  spoke  to  the  strength  of  his 
things  as  clearly  as  I  saw  them  constitution ;  a  man  of  enduring 
then  and  there,  can  doubt  as  to  the  gravity.  Also  his  weight  was  such 
call  T  felt  to  rejoin  the  Koyal  Navy.  that  the  Parson  never  could  manage 

Of  course  1  could  not  dream  that  to  blow  him  up,  with  any  powder  as 
now  there  was  rising  in  a  merchant-  yet  admitted  into  the  Koyal  Dock- 
shin  captured  from  the  Frenchmen,  yards.  I  liked  this  man,  and  I  let 
and  fitted  with  two  dozen  guns,  a  him  know  it;  but  I  thought  it 
British  Captain  such  as  never  had  better  for  him  to  serve  his  country 
been  seen  before,  nor  will  ever  bo  on  shore  a  little,  after  being  so  long 
again ;  and  whose  skill  and  daring  afloat ;  if  (as  I  put  it  to  his  con- 
left  the  Frenchmen  one  hope  only  science)  he  could  keep  from  poach- 
— to  run  ashore,  and  stay  there.  ing,  and  from   firing  stackyards,  or 

However,  not  to  dwell  too  long  on  working  dangerous  ferries.     He  told 

the  noblest  and    purest   motives,   it  me   that   he   had  no  temptation  to- 

did  not  take  me  quite  three  weeks  wards  what   I   had  mentioned;    but 

to  supersede  the  first  instructor,  and  on  the  other  hand  felt  inclined,  after 

to  get  him  >ent  ashore,  and  find  my-  so   many  years   at  sea,    to   have  a 

self   hoUted   into  his  berth,  with  a  family  of  his  own ;   and  a  wife,  if 

rise  of  two-and-two  per  week.     This  found   consistent      This    1    assured 

gave    me   eight-and-fourpence,    with  him  I  could  manage ;  and  in  a  few 

another  stripe  on  inv  right  arm,  and  words  did  so ;    asking   for   nothing 

what  was  far  more  to  the  purpose,  more  on  his  part  than  entire  confi- 
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dcncc.  My  nature  commanded  this  Narnton  Court,  and  committed  such 
from  him  ;  and  we  settled  to  ex-  outrages  against  me.  AVithout  doing 
change  our  duties  in  a  pleasant  this,  I  could  not  have  left  the  county 
manner.  I  gavo  him  introduction  conscientiously, 
to  the  liveliest  of  the  farmers1  And  now  on  board  the  AlcestK 
daughters,  telling  him  what  their  a  rattling  fine  frigate  of  44  guns,  it 
names  were.  And  being  overfull  gave  me  no  small  pleasure  to  find 
of  money,  he  paid  me  half-a-crown  that  (although  the  gunnery  practice 
apiece,  for  thirteen  girls  to  whom  I  was  not  so  good  as  I  was  accustomed 
gave  him  letters  of  commendation,  to),  in  seamanship,  and  discipline, 
This  was  far  too  cheap,  with  all  of  and  general  smartness,  there  was 
them  handsomer  than  he  had  any  little  to  be  reasonably  complained 
right  to ;  and  three  of  them  only  of ;  especially  when  it  was  borne  in 
daughters,  and  two  with  no  more  mind  what  our  special  duty  was,  and 
than  grandmothers.  But  I  love  to  why  wo  were  kept  in  commission 
help  a  fellow-sailor  ;  and  thus  I  got  when  so  many  other  ships  were  paid 
rid  of  him.  For  our  Captain  had  off,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 
the  utmost  faith  in  this  poor  man's  Up  to  that  time  the  Alcestis  had 
discretion,  and  had  thought,  before  orders  to  cruise  off  the  western 
I  said  it,  of  laying  him  up  at  Narnton  coasts,  not  only  on  account  of  some 
Court,  to  keep  a  general  look-out,  French  privateers  which  had  made 
because  his  eyes  were  failing.  1  did  mischief  with  our  shipping,  but  also 
not  dare  to  offer  more  opinion  than  as  a  draft-ship  for  receiving  'and 
was  asked  for.  but  it  struck  me  that  training  batches  of  young  hand?, 
if  Parson  Chowne  had  been  too  who  were  transferred,  as  occasion 
clever  for  David  Llewellyn,  and  offered,  to  Halifax,  or  the  West 
made  the  place  too  hot  for  him,  he  Indies  station.  And  now  as  the 
was  not  likely  to  be  outwitted  by  need  for  new  forces  ceased,  Captain 
Naval  Instructor  II  eavi side.  Drake  was  beginning  to  expect 
However,  I  could  not  see  much  orders  for  Spithcad  to  discharge, 
occasion  for  Chowne  to  continue  his  Instead  of  that,  however,  the  Ad- 
plots  any  longer,  or  even  to  keep  miralty  had  determined  to  employ 
watch  on  the  house,  unless  it  were  this  ship,  which  had  done  so  much 
from  jealousy  of  our  Captain's  visits,  in  the  way  of  education,  for  the 
As  far  as  any  one  might  fathom  that  more  thorough  settlement  of  a  ques- 
unfathomable  Parson,  he  had  two  tion  upon  which  they  differed  from 
principal  ends  in  view.  The  first  the  general  opinion  of  the  Navy,  and 
was  to  get  possession  of  Miss  Carey  especially  of  the  Ordnance  Board, 
and  all  her  property,  by  making  her  This  was  concerning  the  value  of 
Mrs.  Chowne,  No.  4 ;  the  second,  a  new  kind  of  artillery  invented  by 
which  would  help  him  towards  the  a  clever  Scotchman,  and  called  a 
first,  was  to  keep  up  against  poor  u  Carronade,"  because  it  was  cast  at 
Captain  Drake  the  horrible  charge  certain  iron-works  on  the  banks  of 
of  having  killed  those  two  children,  the  river  Carron.  This  gun  is  now 
whose  burial  had  been  seen  as  before  so  thoroughly  well  known  and  ap- 
r elated.  And  here  I  may  mention  proved,  and  has  done  so  much  to 
what  I  had  forgotten,  through  entire  help  us  to  our  recent  triumphs,  that 
want  of  vindictive  feeling — to  wit,  I  need  not  stop  to  describe  it,  al- 
that  I  had,  as  a  matter  of  duty,  con-  though  at  first  it  greatly  puzzled  me. 
trived  to  thrash  very  heavily  both  It  was  so  short,  and  light,  and  handy, 
of  those  fellows  on  Braunton  Bur-  and  of  such  large  caliber,  moreover 
rows,    who    had    been     spying    on  with  a  great  chamber  for  the  powder, 
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such  as  a  mortar  has,  that  at  first  it  trusted  to  him  as  a  gentleman  not  to 

quite  upset  me,  knowing  that  I  must  speak  of  those  last  matters  to  any  un- 

appcar  familiar,  yet  not  being  so.  trustworthy  person  whatever,  because 

However,  I  kept  in  the  background,  there  would  be  six  months1  pension 

and  nodded  and  shook  my  head  so  falling  duo  to  me  at  Swansea,  at  the 

that  every  one    misunderstood]  mo  very  time  of  writing ;  and  which  of 

differently.  course  I  meant  to  have  ;  for  my  zeal 

That  night  I  arose  and  studied  it,  in  overlooking  my  wound  could  not 

and  'resolved  to  back  it  up,  because  replace     mc     unwounded,    I    trow, 

enly  Captain  Drake  was  in  its  favour,  But  knowing  our  Government  to  be 

and  the  first  lieutenant     Jleaviside  thoroughly  versed  in  every  form  of 

was  against  it  strongly,  although  he  stinginess    and     peculation    (which 

said  that  six  months  ago  the  Kain-  was  sure  to  be  doubled  now  a  Fox 

how,  an  old  44,  being  refitted  with  was  in),  I  thought  that  they  might 

nothing  else  but  carronades  of  largo  even  have   the    dishonesty  to  deny 

caliber,  had  created  such  terror  in  a  mc  my  paltry  pittance   on   account 

French  ship  of  almost  equal  force,  of  ancient  merit  and   great  valour, 

that  she  fired  a  broadside  of  honour,  upon   the    shabby  plea  that  now  1 

a.id  then  surrendered  to  the  Kain-  was  on  full  pay  again  !    They  would 

bow.      But  to  come    back    to   our  have  done  so,  1  do  believe,  if  their 

Alccstis,  at  the  time  I  was  promoted  own  clumsy  and  careless  ways  had 

lo  first  place  in  gunnery.     Over  and  allowed   them    to    get  scent   of    it. 

above  her  proper  armament  of  long  But  they  do  things  so  stupidly,  that 

guns,  eighteen  and  twelve  pounders,  a  clever  man  need  never  allow  them 

:.he  carried  on  the  quarter-deck  six  to  commit  roguery  upon  him.     And 

24-pounder  carronades,   and  two  of  by  means  of  discreet  action,  I  was 

IS   in   the   forecastle.      So   that   in  enabled  for  fourteen  years,  to  draw 

truth  she  had    fifty-two  guns,  and  the  pension  1  had  won  so  nobly,  as 

was  a  match  in  weight  of  metal  for  well   as   the   pay  I  was  earning  so 

a  French  ship  of  sixty  guns,  as  at  grandly.     However,  these  are  trifles, 

that  time  fitted.     Afterwards  it  was  The    .£5     note    was    for    Mother 

otherwise;  and  their  artillery  out-  Jones,    to    help    our    Bunny    with 

weighed  ours,  as  much  as  a  true  spring-clothes,  and    to    lay  out   at 

iJriton  outweighs  them.  her  discretion  for   my  grandchild's 

Now  Naval    Instructor   Mr.    Lie-  benefit,  supposing  (as  \  must  needs 

wellyn  had  such  a  busy  time  of  it,  suppose)   that  Churchwarden   Mor- 

and  was  found  so  indispensable  on  gan,  in  face  of  his  promise,  would 

board  the  Alcestis,  that  I  do  assure  refuse  indignantly  to  accept  a  far- 

you  they  could  not  spare  him  for  thing  for  the   child's  nourishment, 

oven  a  glimpse  of  old  Ncwton-Not-  He  disappointed  me,    however,    by 

tagc,    until    the    beginning   of    the  accepting  four  pound  ten,  and  Mrs. 

month  of  May.    But  as   I   always  Jones   was    quite   upset;   for  even 

find   that    people   become    loose  in  Bunny  never  could  have  eaten  that 

tiieir  sense  of  duty,  unless  girt  up  much  in   the  time.     Charles  was  a 

well    with     money    (even     as    the  worthy  man  enough  (as  undertakers 

ancients  used  to  carry  their  cash  in  always  arc),  but  it  was  said  that  he 

their  girdles),  I  had  taken  advantage  could  not  do  according  to  his  lights, 

of  a  run  ashore  at  Pembroke,  to  send  when  fancy  brought  his  wife  across 

our  excellent  Parson  Loughcr  a  letter  them.     Poor  Mother  Jones  was  so 

containing  a  £5  note,  as  well  as  a  put  out,  that  she  quite  forgot  what 

few  words  about  my  present  posi-  she  was  doing  until  she  had  spent 

tion,  authority,   and    estimation.     I  the  ten  shillings  of  change  in  drawers 
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for  her  middle   children.     And  so  up  in  my  handsome  uniform,  with 

poor  Bunny  got  nothing  at  all ;  nor  all  the  oars   saluting  me,  and  tho 

even   did  poorer  Bardie.     For   this  second  lieutenant  in  tho  stern-sheets 

little  dear  I  had  begged  to  be  bought,  crying,  "  Farewell,  Mr.  David  I"  also 

for  the  sake  of  her  vast  imagination,  officership  marked  upon  every  piece 

nothing  less  than  a  two-shilling  doll,  of  my  clothes  in  sight ;    and    the 

jointed  both  at  knee  and  elbow,  as  dignity  of  my  bearing  not  behind 

the  Dutchmen  turn  them  out.     It  any  one  of  them.     But  as  my  evil 

was    to    bo    naked    (like    Parson  luck  would  have  it,  there  was  poor 

Chownc's  folk),  but  with  the  girls  Sandy  Mac  himself,  and  more  half- 

at  the  well  stirred  up   to  make  it  starved    than    ever.      Such    is    tho 

more  becoming.     And   then  Mother  largeness  of  my  nature,  that  I  sank 

Jones  was  to  go  to  Sker,  and  in  my  all  memory  of  wrongs,  and  upon  his. 

name  present  it.  touching  his  hat  to  me  I  gave  him 

All  things  fail,  unless  a  man  an  order  for  a  turbot,  inasmuch  as 
himself  goes  and  looks  after  them,  my  clothes  were  now  too  good,  and 
And  so  my  £5  note  did;  and  my  time  too  valuable,  to  permit  of 
when  I  was  able  to  follow  it,  com-  my  going  fishing, 
plaint  was  too  late,  as  usual  But  This,  however,  was  nothing  at  all, 
you  should  have  seen  the  village  on  compared  with  what  awaited  me 
the  day  when  our  Captain  Drake —  among. the  people  at  the  well.  All 
as  we  delighted  to  call  him — found  Newton  was  assembled  there  to 
himself  for  the  first  time  able  to  welcome  and  congratulate  me,  and 
carry  out  his  old  promise  to  me,  most  of  them  called  me  u  Captain 
made  beneath  the  very  eyes  of  his  Llewellyn,"  and  every  one  said  I 
true  love,  Isabel.  The  thought  of  looked  ten  years  younger  in  my 
this  had  long  been  chafing  in  be-  handsome  uniform.  I  gave  myself 
tween  his  sense  of  honour,  and  of  no  airs  whatever — that  I  leave  for 
duty  set  before  him  by  the  present  smaller  men — but  entered  so  heartily 
Naval  Board.  And  but  for  his  own  into  the  shaking  of  hands,  that  if  I 
deeper  troubles,  though  1  did  my  had  been  a  pump,  the  well  beneath 
best  for  ease,  he  must  have  felt  dis-  us  must  have  gone  quite  dry.  But 
comfort  If  I  chose,  I  could  give  all  this  time  I  was  looking  for  Bun- 
many  tokens  of  what  he  thought  of  ny,  who  was  not  among  them  :  and 
me,  not  expressed,  nor  even  hinted ;  presently  I  saw  short  legs  of  a  size 
yet  to  my  mind  palpable.  But  as  and  strength  unparalleled,  except 
long  as  our  Navy  lasts,  no  man  will  by  one  another,  coming  at  a  mighty 
dare  to  intrude  on  his  Captain.  pace  down  the  yellow  slope  of  sand, 

Be  it  enough,  and  it  was  enough,  and    scattering  *  the  geese    on    the- 

that    his    Majesty's    44 -gun    ship  small  green  patches.     Mrs.  Morgan 

Alcestis  brought  up,  as  near  as  her  had  kept  her  to  smarten  up, — and 

draught  allowed,  to  Porthcawl  Point,  really  she  was  a  credit  to  them,  so 

on    the    5  th    of    May    1783.     This  clean,  and  bright,  and  rosy -faced.    At 

was   by  no  means  my  desire,   be-  first  sho  was  shy  of  my  grand  ap- 

cause  it  went  against  my  nature  to  pearance ;   but  wo  very  soon  made 

exhibit  any  grandeur.     And  I  felt  that  right. 

in  my  heart  the  most  warm  desire  Now  I  will  not  enlarge   upon  or 

that     Master     Alexander     Macraw  even  hint  at  the  honour  done  me 

might  happen  to  be  from  home  that  for  having  dono  such  honour  to  my 

clay.     Nothing    could   have  grieved  native   place,  because  as  yet  I  had 

mo  more,  than  for  a  man  of  that  done  but  little,  except  putting  that 

small  nature  to  behold  me  stepping  coat  on,  to  deserve  it    Enough  that 
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I  drew  my  salary  for  attending  to  ings  were  carried  away  so  strongly 

the  old  church  clock,  also  my  pen-  that  ho  offered   all   the  money  left 

sion  at  Swansea,  and  was  feasted  him  by  a  course  of  school-work  (and 

and  entertained,  and  became  for  as  amounting  to   four  pence-half  penny) 

long  as  could  be  expected  tho  hero  if  I  would  only  agree  to  smuggle 

of  the  neighbourhood.     And  I  found  him   on   board  our   Alcestis,    when 

that    Mother  Jones    had    kept   my  she  should  come  to  fetch  me. 
cottage   in  such  order,  that  after  a        This,  of  course,  I  could  not  think 

day  or  two   I   was  able    to  go  to  of,  even  for  a  hundred  pounds ;  and 

Sker  for  the  purpose  of  begging  the  much   as   I   longed  for   tho   boy  to 

favour  of  a  visit  from  Bardie,  have    the    play   of    his   inclination. 

But  lirst,   as  in   duty  bound,  of  And  in  the  presence  of  Grumpy  too, 

•course,     1     paid     my    respects     to  who,  with   all  his  goodwill  to    mc, 

Colonel    Loughcr.     As    luck  would  would    be    sure    to  give    evidence 

have  it,   both   the  worthy   Colonel  badly,   if    his  young    master    wcro 

And  Lady    Bluett  were    gone  from  carried    away !      And    under    such 

home;  but  my  old  friend  Grumpy,  love    and    obligation    to  tho    noble 

their  honest  butler,  kindly   invited  Colonel,  I  behaved  as  a  man  should 

me   in,   and   gave   me    an   excellent  do,   when  having    to    deal   with    a 

•dinner  in  his  own  pantry ;  because  boyish  boy ;   that  is   to  say.  I  told 

he  did  not  consider  it  proper  that  his  guardians   on   tho   next  oppor- 

an  officer  of  the  Royal  Navy  should  tunity. 

dine  with  the  mnids  in  the  kitchen,  But  to  brenk  away  at  once  from 
however  unpretending  might  bo  his  all  these  trifling  matters,  only  one 
behaviour.  And  here,  while  wo  day  came  to  pass  before  I  went  for 
were  exchanging  experience  over  a  Bardic.  All  along  the  sea-coast  I 
fine  old  cordial,  in  bursts  the  Hon-  was  going  very  sadly  ;  half  in  hopes, 
ourablo  Rodney,  without  so  much  but  more  in  fear,  because  I  had  bad 
as  knocking  at  tho  door.  Upon  news  of  her.  What  little  they 
seeing  mo  his  delight  was  such  could  tell  at  Newton  was  that 
that  I  could  forgive  him  anything;  Dclushy  was  almost  dead,  by  means 
and  his  admiration  of  my  dress,  of  a  dreadful  whooping-cough,  all 
when  I  stood  up  and  made  the  throughout  tho  winter,  and  the 
salute  to  him,  proved  that  he  was  small  caliber  of  her  throat.  And 
born  a  sailor.  A  fine  young  fellow  Charles  Morgan  had  no  more  know- 
he  was  as  need  be,  in  his  twelfth  ledge  of  my  warm  feeling  thithcr- 
ycar  now,  and  come  on  a  m itching  way,  than  to  show  me  that  he  had 
•expedition  from  the  great  grammar-  been  keeping  some  boards  of  sawn 
school  at  Cowbridge*  To  drink  his  and  seasoned  elm,  two  feet  six  in 
health,  both  Crumpy  and  myself  length,  and  in  breadth  ten  inches, 
had  courage  for  another  glass ;  and  from  what  he  had  hoard  about  her 
*whcn  I  began  to  tell  sea-stories,  health,  and  the  likelihood  of  her 
with  all  tho  emphasis  and  cxpres-  measurement.  When  I  heard  this, 
sion  ilowing  out  of  my  uniform,  you  might  knock  me  down,  in  spito 
he  was  so  overpowered  that  he  in-  of  all  my  uniform,  with  a  tube  of 
sistcd  on  a  hornpipe.  This,  although  macaroni.  People  have  a  foolish 
rt  might  be  now  considered  under  habit,  when  a  man  comes  home 
dignity,  1  could  not  refuse  as  a  again,  of  keeping  all  the  bad  news 
mark  of  respect  for  him,  and  for  tho  from  him,  and  pushing  forward  all 
■ervicc ;  and  when  I  had  executed,  the  good.  If  this  had  not  been  done 
as  perhaps  no  other  man  can,  this  to  mo,  I  never  could  havo  slopt  a 
loyal  and  inimitable  dance,  his  feel-  wink,  ere  going  to  Sker  Manor. 
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To    me    that    old    house  always  "  You    cannot    help  us ;    neither 

seemed    even    more    desolate    and  can  any  man  born  of  a  woman/*  he 

forlorn   with   the  summer  sunshine  answered,  with  his  black   eyes  big 

on  it,  than  in  the  fogs  and  storms  with  tears:  "it   is  the  will  of  the 

of  winter;  perhaps  from  the  bare-  Lord  to  slay  all  whom  He  findeth 

ness  of  the  sand-hills,  and  the  rocks,  dear  to  me." 

and  dry-stone  walls,   showing  more  "  Is    Delushy  dead  ?"      I    asked, 

in  the  brightness,  and  when  woods  with  a  great  sob  rising  in  my  throat, 

and  banks  arc  fairest.     1  looked  in  like    wadding  rammed  by   an    un- 

vain  for  a  moving  creature ;    thero  taught  man. 

seemed  to  be  none  for  miles  around  u  The  little  sweetheart  is  not  yet 

except  a  sullen  cormorant  sleeping  dead ;  but  she  cannot  live  beyond 

far  away  at  sea.     Only  little  Dutch  the    day.      She    lies    panting    with 

was  howling  in  some  lonely  corner  lips  open.     What  food  has  she  taken 

slowly,   as    when    her    five    young  for  Rye  days  ?" 

masters  died.  Any  one  whose  nature  leads  him 

As  I  approached  the  door  in  fear  to  be  moved  by  little  things  would 

of  being  too  late  to  say  good-bye  to  have  been  distressed  at  seeing  such 

my  pretty  little  one,  yet  trying  to  a  most  unlucky  creature  finishing 

think  how  well  it  might  be  for  her  her     tender    days    in    that    quiot 

poor  young  life  to  flutter  to  some  childish  manner,   among  strangers* 

guardian  angel,  my  old  enemy  Black  tenderness.     In  her  weak,  defeated 

Evan  stood  and  barred  the  way  for  state,   with  all  her  clever    notions 

me.      I   doubt  if  he  knew  me,   at  gone,  she  lay  with  a  piece  of  striped 

first  sight ;  and  beyond  any  doubt  flannel  round  her,  the  lips,  that  used 

at  all,  I  never  should  have  known  to  prattle  so,   now  gasping  for  an- 

him,  if  I  had  chanced  to  meet  him  other  breath,  and  the  little  toes  thai 

elsewhere.     For  I  had  not  set  eyes  danced    so,    limp,    and   frail,    and 

on  his  face  from  the  day  when  he  feebly  twitching.     The  tiny  frame 

frightened  us  so  at  the  Inquest ;  and  was  too  worn  to  cough,  and  could 

in  those  ten  months,  what  a  change  only  shudder   faintly,  when  the  fit 

from  rugged  strength  to  decrepitude !  came  through  it.     Yet  I  could  soe 

u  You  cannot  see  any  one  in  this  that  the  dear  little  eyes  looked  at 
house,"  he  said  very  quietly,  and  of  me,  and  triod  to  say  to  the  wander- 
course  in  Welsh ;  "  every  one  is  ing  wits  that  it  was  Old  Davy ;  and 
very  busy,  and  in  great  trouble  the  helpless  tongue  made  effort  to 
every  one."  express  that  love  of  beauty,  which 

4i  Evan  black,  I  feel  sorrow  for  had  ever  seemed  to   be  the  ruling 

you.     And  have  felt  it,  through  all  baby     passion.       The    crown    and 

your  troubles.     Take  the  hand  of  a  stripes    upon    my  right  arm  wort 

man   who  is    come   with    goodwill,  done  in  gold— at  my  own  expense, 

and  to  help  you.*'  for    Government   only  allowed  yd- 

He  put   out    his    hand,   and    its  low  thread.      Upon  these  her  dim 

horn  was  gone.     I  found  it  flabby,  eyes    fastened,    with   a  pleasure  of 

cold,   and  trembling.     A   year    ago  surprise;    and    though    she    could 

ho  had  been   famous  for  crushing  not    manage   it,    she  triod   to  say, 

everything  in  his  palm.  "  How  boofcly  !'* 
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QUINET'S    'CREATION.' 

For  thirty  jrcars  the  tide  of  the  'Kosmos'  is  not  inferior  to  its 
natural  sciences  has  been  rising,  scientific  value.  The  stylo  of  tho 
Wave  after  wave,  and  year  after  book,  whilst  adequately  sustaining 
year,  it  still  steadily  gains  ground  the  serious  dignity  of  science,  is 
in  regions  far  removed  from  all  im-  clear,  graceful,  and  abounding  in 
mediate  pressure  of  that  great  deep  flights  of  the  highest  poetic  fancy, 
which  is  for  ever  drawing  into  its  But  whatever  may  have  been  tho 
profound  and  mysterious  bosom  tho  cause  of  its  great  and  immediate 
innumerable  currents  of  scientific  popularity,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
research.  When  Humboldt's  4Kos-  that  this  wonderful  work  was  far 
mos'  first  appeared,  tho  work  itself  from  finding  in  the  majority  of  its 
was  scarcely  more  wonderful  than  numerous  readers  a  state  of  mind  at 
tho  instantaneous  and  promiscuous  all  prepared  to  appreciate  the  lofty 
character  of  tiie  notice  it  received,  scientific  point  of  view  from  which 
That  pampered  and  yet  put-upon  it  is  written.  Tho  splendid  univer- 
nondescript,  "the  general  reader,"  sality  of  its  author's  intellectual 
was  unable  to  account  for  the  obli-  acquirement,  and  his  rare  power  of 
gation  under  which  he  suddenly  generalisation,  enabled  him  to  con- 
found himself,  to  recognise  amongst  centrate  under  a  single  coup  (Vail, 
popular  publications  a  book  that  as  accurate  as  it  is  comprehensive, 
bristled  all  over  with  scientific  ter-  the  results  achieved  in  each  depart- 
minology,  and  discoursed  of  baromc-  inent  of  the  science  of  his  time, 
tcrs  without  the  slightest  reference  For  the  world  at  large,  this  is  Alcx- 
to  umbrellas.  M.  de  Humboldt,  under  von  Humboldt's  great  merit, 
however,  was  not  only  the  author  of  The  4Kosmos'  authoritatively  put 
*  Kosmos,'  4Ansichten  der  Natur,'  an  end  to  that  separatist  tendency 
and  other  scientific  treatises,  lie  of  scientific  researches  which  Au- 
was  also  a  koenlglirh  ;;rfl/«wk  gusto  Comtc  has  so  vehemently  do- 
Kammerherr.  And  the  days  were  nounccd.  It  indicated,  in  a  generally 
already  gone  by  when  a  lady  of  appreciable  manner,  the  distant  goal 
princely  rank  could  say  to  the  they  have  in  common.  It  did  this, 
French  ambassador  at  the  Congress  moreover,  without  falling  into  the 
of  Verona,  u  You*  ?t\'tes  pas,  jc  sup-  opposite,  and  perhaps  more  dangcr- 
pose,  Monsieur  le  Yieomte%  parent  ons,  vice  of  hasty  systcmatisation 
tVun  certain  Monsieur  de  Chateau-  which  has  exposed  Com  to  himself 
briand,  qui  i'.crit  ?"  to  the  just  impatience  of  scientific 

Humboldt    himself    describes  his  specialists ;    and   it   created   in    tho 

great  work    as    an   endeavour    "  to  mind  even  of  unscientific  persons  a 

show  that  a  certain  degree  of  scion-  notion  of  the  important  correlation 

tific   completeness  in  the  treatment  of  all  natural  phenomena.     It  would 

of  individual  facts  is  not  wholly  in-  probably   not   bo    difficult  to  show 

compatible   with  a  picturesque   ani-  now  much  of  the  ground  consecrated 

mation  of    style."     This  endeavour,  from  time  immemorial  to  tho  culti- 

almost  unexampled  in  the  scientific  vation  of  human  knowledge  that  one 

literature  of  Germany,  was  certainly  book  has  sufficed  to  redeem  from  tho 

successful.     The  literary  quality  of  infructuous    dominion    of    what    is 

La  Creation.     Pur  Edgar  Quinet.     Paris:    lbTO. 
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called  philosophy,  and  how  abun-  tradiction  between  the  social  and 
dant  are  the  harvests  yielded  by  the  intellectual  life  of  the  two  corn- 
rescued  soil  ever  since  it  passed  un-  m unities  to  *  which  we  are  most 
der  the  plough  of  positive  science,  indebted  for  social  and  intellectual 
But  all  that  we  are  here  concerned  activity.  Ludwig  BOrne  has  likened 
with  is  the  mark  made  upon  the  the  German  mind  to  a  high  alpine 
great  index  of  general  literature  by  country.  "  Those  sterile  heights," 
the  continually-increasing  influence  he  says,  "  have  fertilised  the  world 
of  natural  science  in  the  common  at  their  feet  Hero  spring  the 
culture  of  the  age.  groat  sources,  hence  flow  the  great 

It  Ls  solely  from  this  point  of  streams  of  history,  the  noble  nations, 
view  that  wo  have  been  reminded  the  noble  thoughts !  To  the  Ger- 
of  Humboldt's  '  Kosmos '  by  the  per-  mans  genius,  to  the  French  til  en  t. 
usal  of  Quinet's  '  Creation.1  Between  To  the  first  productive,  to  the  last 
the  two  books  there  is  nothing  industrial,  force.  From  the  soil  of 
in  common,  except  the  promiscuous  Germany  first  started  those  great 
character  of  the  public  to  which  ideas  which  have  been  utilised  and 
they  appeal.  The  work  before  us  set  going  by  other  nations  more 
represents  the  fruit  of  its  author's  adroit,  more  enterprising,  or  more 
recent  political  exile.  His  literary  fortunate.  Germany  is  the  head- 
career  has  hitherto  been  exclusively  spring  of  all  the  revolutions  of 
devoted  to  the  examination  of  fos-  Europe;  the  mother  of  those  dis- 
silised  literatures,  historical  deposits,  coveries  which  have  changed  the 
and  social  cataclysms.  Naturalists  face  of  the  world.  Gunpowder,  the 
have  unconsciously  occasioned  con-  printing  -  press,  the  Reformation, 
siderabie  modifications  in  the  old  have  sprung  from  her  womb, 
methods  of  historical  inquiry ;  but  Daughters  ungrateful  and  accurst 
M.  Quinet's  new  book  is,  so  far  as  who  have  espoused  princes,  and 
we  know,  the  first  attempt  seriously  despised  and  harassed  their  plebeian 
made  by  any  eminent  historian  to  mother  I"  * 

apply    historical    methods    to    nat-  Writing  from  the  hotbed  of  French 

ural   science.     Here  he  deals  with  cTiauvinism,  swagger,  and  barbarous 

a   subject    on    which    ho    is    less  intellectual  self-conceit  of  all  kind?., 

qualified  to  address  us.     The  chief  BSrne  was  fully  entitled  to  put  for- 

interest  of  this  book,  however,  is  to  ward  thus  strongly  on  behalf  of  his 

bo  found  in  its  suggestive  illustra-  own  nation  a  claim  to  the  gratitude 

tion,  not  only  of  its  author's  indivi-  of  those  who  in  other  nations  ap- 

dual  genius,  but  also  indirectly  of  prcciate,  and  perhaps  overestimate, 

the  genius  of  his  nation.  the  merits  of  the  French  intellect 

The  French  have,  on  all  occasions,  whilst    inadequately  acknowledging 

been  the  first  to  break  down   that  the  importance  of  all  that  has  been 

partition  -  wall     which,     in     every  achieved  by  Germany  for  the  moral 

country  more  or  less,  but  especially  and  intellectual  emancipation  of  the 

in  Germany,  a  sort  of  intellectual  human  race.     His  comparison  is  fair 

particularism    seeks    to     maintain  so  far  as  it  goes.     But  all  compari- 

between  the   erudite  oligarchy  who  sons,  if  not  odious,  arc  at  least  in- 

think  and  write,   and   the  plebeian  complete.      "VVc  may  appreciate  the 

public  who  only  read  and  talk.    And  felicity  of    Mr.    Matthew    Arnold's 

here  we  come  upon  a  singular  con-  description  of  Franco  as  "  famed  in 


*  Criticism  on  Heine' r  "  De  rAlleraagno"  in  the  'Rcformateur1  of  May  80,  1835. 
Sec  Gesanmicltc  Scliriften,  vol.  vii.  p.  258. 
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ail  great  arts,  in  none  supreme/'*  which  throughout  tho  whole  course 
without  contesting  cither  the  origi-  of  history  has  ever  more  and  more 
nality  or  tho  value  of* French  liter-  widely  extended  its  empire  —  or 
ature.  The  genius  which  inspired  which  more  than  any  other  .testifies 
such  writers  as  Montaigne,  Moliere,  to  the  much-contested,  and  still  moro 
and  Voltaire,  is  not  only  autocthon-  decidedly  misunderstood,  perfecti- 
ons, but  is  also  exceedingly  precious  bility  of  the  human  race  —  it  is 
to  the  world  at  large.  Nor  can  it  that  of  establishing  our  common 
lie  denied  that  during  the  greater  humanity;  of  striving  to  remove 
part  of  the  eighteenth  and  the  the  barriers  which  prejudice  and 
commencement  of  the  nineteenth  limited  views  of  ■  every  kind  have 
century  the  mind  of  Germany  erected  amongst  men,  and  to  treat 
was  greatly  under  the  influence  of  all  mankind,  without  reference  to 
French  ideas,  French  art,  and  French  religion,  nation,  or  colour,  as  one 
literature.  Until  the  great  reaction  fraternity,  one  great  community, 
started  by  Leasing  in  favour  of  the  fitted  for  the  attainment  of  one  ob- 
natural  drama,  the  national  stage  jeet— the  unrestrained  development 
of  Germany  was  exclusively  ruled  of  tho  psychical  powers.  This  is 
by  Racine,  Corncille,  and  Voltaire,  tho  ultimate  and  highest  aim  of 
Moreover,  this  reaction  was  due  to  society,  identical  with  tho  direction 
a  foreign  influence — the  influence  imparted  by  nature  in  the  mind  of 
of  Shakespeare.  Germany,  however,  man  towards  the  indefinite  extension 
is  the  undoubted  begetter  of  one  of  of  his  existence.  He  regards  the 
the  sublimest  and  most  beneficent  earth  in  all  its  limits,  and  the 
ideas  of  modern  times  : — an  idea  heavens  so  far  as  his  eye  can  scan 
which  can  only  be  expressed  without  their  bright  and  starry  depths,  as 
circumlocution  by  a  German  word,  inwardly  his  own  ;  given  to  him  as 
— the  JlumaiiitutniilreA  In  other  the  objects  of  his  contemplation, 
words,  the  conception  of  humanity  and  as  a  field  for  the  development 
as  a  great  moral  and  intellectual  of  his  energies.  Even  the  child 
whole,  and  the  contemplation  of  longs  to  pass  the  hills  or  the  sea 
individual  culture  as  a  complete  which  enclose  his  narrow  homo; 
ensemble  in  harmony  with  such  a  vet,  when  his  eager  steps  have  borne 
conception.  Jt  is  only  by  the  active  him  beyond  those  limits,  ho  pines 
recognition  of  this  idea  that  a  man  like  the  plant  for  his  native  soil: 
can  place  himself  in  helpful  sym-  and  it  is  by  this  touching  and  beau- 
pat  hv  with  all  his  fellow-creatures,  tiful  attribute  of  man — this  longing 
and  intelligent  unison  with  tho  for  that  which  is  unknown,  and  this 
universe  he  inhabits.  It  has  been  fond  remembrance  of  that  which  is 
eloquently  described  by  William  lost  —  that  he  is  spared  from  an 
Humboldt,  who  was  himself  one  of  exclusive  attachment  to  the  present, 
the  noblest  disciples  of  that  great  doc-  Thus,  deeply  rooted  in  tho  inner- 
trine  of  general  culture  which  it  has  most  nature  of  man,  and  even  en- 
inspired  throughout  Germany.  "If,"  joined  upon  him  by  his  highest  ten - 
he  says,  "  we  would  indicate  an  idea  dencies,  the  recognition  of  the  bond 


•  Sonnet  to  a  Republican  Friend,  1848. 

t  This  Idea,  however,  was  finely  anticipated  by  Vieo,  from  whom  we  cannot  forbear 
to  cite  the  following  jNissage :  "QuU  ii^ltur  non,  quod  olim  Mutiu*,  CivUt  rf/manus 
twit,  scd,  quod  multo  est  grundiu*,  ma^nitlccntlusquc,  MumUcim*  mini,  poteKtdiccre, 
nisi  foIus  Haptens,  <]ul  do  rebus  superU  inferiftque,  dlvluls  hunianU,  uuiveruis  vera 
eogiture,  et  di&sereru  sciat  *" 
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of  humanity  becomes  ono  of  the 
noblest  leading  principles  in  the 
history  of  mankind."  * 

The  intellect  of  France  has  for 
centuries  been  concentrated  in  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  and  cosmopolitan 
capitals  of  Europe.  But,  in  strange 
contrast  with  the  largeness  of  their 
intellectual  sympathies,  all  the  great- 
est thinkers  of  Germany  have  been 
citizens  of  small  states;  and  their 
individual  experience  of  life  has  been 
bounded  by  the  most  monotonous 
provincialism.  Yet,  thanks  to  the 
■  magnitude  of  an  idea  so  thoroughly 
assimilated  as  to  universalise  the 
whole  moral  and  intellectual  being 
of  its  possessors,  each  of  these  small 
townsmen  has  been  a  citizen  of  the 
world,  "hospes  nulla  in  re."  Thus, 
in  Saxony  and  Silesia,  at  Hamburg 
and  Brunswick,  everj'where  cooped 
close  within  the  narrowest  social 
range,  wo  see  Lcssing  continually 
disengaging  the  largest  moral  and 
sesthetic  generalisations  from  finely 
imaginative  study  of  the  group  of  the 
Laocoon,  the  plays  of  Shakespeare, 
and  the  writings  or  Aristotle.  Sim- 
ilarly we  find  Herder,  personally 
pent,  as  he  was  all  his  life,  in  the 
dismal  penfold  of  Saxon  Protestant- 
ism, evoking  the  Voices  of  the  Peoples 
(Stimmen  aer  Volker\  entering  into 
the  inmost  life,  and  speaking  (as 
they  themselves  had  spoken  it  in 
age*  past)  the  language  of  the  Cid, 
of  the  Hebrews,  of  the  Highland 
clans  of  Scotland.  Kant,  too,  at 
Koenigsberg,  which  he  never  quitted 
in  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  par- 
ticipating with  the  keenest  sym- 
pathy in  the  fate  of  Lisbon,  and 
describing  the  horrors  of  the  great 
earthquake  as  vividly  as  if  he  him- 
self had  undergone  them.  Nor, 
finally,  can  we  ever  forget  that  the 
man    whose    mind    erobracod    the 


whole  circle  of  human  sympathies 
and  faculties  was  a  Geheimerath  at 
the  tiny  Court  of  Weimar.  It  is 
undoubtedly  in  Germany  that  we 
find  the  highest  thinking  accom- 
panied by  the  plainest  living.  There 
is  the  mental  soil  most  fitted  for 
cultivation,  and  best  cultivated; 
there  the  intelligence  in  which  ideas 
most  quickly  germinate,  and  which 
is  thickest  sown  with  them.  But 
the  services  of  the  French  begin 
where  those  of  the  Germans  stop 
short ;  for  of  all  nations  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  the  French  have  the 
strongest  disposition  to  utilise,  and 
the  most  astonishing  talent  for  dis- 
tributing, the  common  intellectual 
property  of  mankind  pro  bonopvblieo. 
They  have  ever  been  the  first  to 
mount  the  tribune  on  behalf  of  hu- 
man interests,  and  speak  with  pop- 
ular eloquence  to  the  popular  heart. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  German 
intellect  unfortunately  effects  in  its 
highest  literary  manifestations  the  * 
austere  and  exclusive  character  of 
an  aristocracy  of  savants.  When 
we  compare  David  Strauss  with 
Ernest  Kenan,  Bohr's  lunar  charts 
with  Arago's  popular  lectures  on 
astronomy,  and  German  liberal 
theories  with  French  revolution- 
ary experiments  in  politics,  we,  are 
irresistibly  reminded  that  Mcphis- 
topholes  (who,  be  it  remembered, 
was  a  German  devil)  had  the  mo- 
desty to  own — 

14  Dor  Tcufel  hat  pIc'b  zwar  pelehrt, 
Allein,  dcr  Teufel  kan's  nlcht  machen."  t 

Here,  again,  as  regards  the  work 
before  us,  it  is  only  a  Frenchman 
who,  with  the  impatience  character- 
istic of  his  nation,  would  think  of 
building  a  house  —  naj*,  actually 
build  it  before  all  the  stones  for 
it  are  out  of  the  quarry.     Nothing 


•Wilhelm  von  Jluraboldt.   Ucberdic  Kawl-Sprache,  vol.  ill.  §430. 

t  uVTia  true  enough,  the  devil  taught  It, 

But  still  the  devil  cannot  do  it." 
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stops  him;  build  ho  must.  If  a 
stone  bo  wanting  anywhere,  he  puts 
a  beam  in  the  place  of  it ;  and,  in 
one  way  or  other,  he  contrives  to 
get  the  roof  over  his  head  with 
astonishing  rapidity.  Whilst  Dar- 
win and  Agassiz  are  still  discussing 
the  ground-plan,  Quinet  is  already 
dan$  sea  mcuhUs. 

It  was  only  about  ten  years  ago, 
ho  tells  us,  that  he  first  took  in 
hand,  for  serious  study,  Oswald 
Hecr's  4  Urwclt  dor  Schweiz,'  and 
some  other  geological  and  palaeon- 
tological  works.  It  was  then,  also, 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  that  he 
found  himself  in  presence  of  the 
earth's  great  geological  monuments. 
They  made  on  him  a  profound  im- 
pression. u.J'avouc,"  he  says,  "que 
le  premier  sejour  dans  les  hautcs 
alpes  mc  jeta  duns  unc  sortc  dc 
stupcur."  Uo  had  never  before 
even  suspected  any  differences  dis- 
tinguishing the  silurian  formation 
from  the  CJrauwackc  group,  or  the 
eocene  formation  of  the  tertiary 
group. 

Yet  in  this  book  he  lays  down 
for  us  the  outlines  of  an  entirely 
new  history  of  the  human  race, 
parallel  with  the  geological  outlines 
of  the  history  of  the  earth  itself. 
44  J'entrepronds,"  he  says,  "  dc  fairc 
entrcr  la  revolution  contemporaine 
do  l'histoire  naturelle  dans  le  dom- 
aine  general  do  V esprit  humain ; 
e'est  a  dire  d'etablir  les  rapports  de 
la  conception  nouvclle  do  la  nature 
avec  l'histoire,  les  arts,  les  langucs, 
les  lettres,  reconomic  sociale,  et  la 
philosophic  J'avouc  que  je  mc  pro- 
pose ainsi  un  grand  but." 

No  one  will  contest  this  asser- 
tion ;  and  in  presence  of  so  great 
an  undertaking  we  are  certainly  not 
disposed  to  raise  captious  or  pe- 
dantic objections  to  the  qualifica- 
tions for  it  possessed  by  the  illus- 
trious author  of  *  Ahasverus,'  4  Pro- 
mcthue,'  and  *  L'Enchantcur  Merlin ' 
— in  all  of  which   works   the  aim 


proposed  to  himself  by  M.  Quinet 
has  also  been  grandiose.     But,   in 
point  of  fact,   M.   Quinet's  special 
aim  in  the  present  work  is  common 
to  the  whole  intellectual  tendency 
of  his  age;  and  the  work  itself  is 
simply  one    amongst    innumerable 
other  contributions,  of  daily  occur- 
rence, to  the   development  of   that 
intellectual      tendency,      which     it 
illustrates    with   the   habitual  bril- 
liancy of  its  author's  acknowledged 
genius.     As  we  esteem  it  the  legi- 
timate, and   indeed   the  obligatory, 
function  of  literature  to  deal   with 
all    those    intellectual     tendencies 
which    accompany    or    chango    the 
general  character  of  society,  we  are 
in  no  wise  disposed  to  object  to  the 
exercise    of    that    function    by   M. 
Quinet  in  reference  to  the  purely 
intellectual     results     of     scientific 
research.     Our   objection  is  to   the 
tendency   which   we    detect  in   M. 
Quinet's  own  enthusiasm  to  exceed 
the  limits  of  what  we  regard  as  the 
legitimate  province  of  the  literary 
mind.     Adopting  scientific   fact  as 
his  raw  material,  the  poet,  (and  M. 
Quinet   need   not   resent   that   title 
which    justly    and     nobly    distin- 
guishes him  from  the  generality  of 
prose  writers)  is  entitled  to  fashion 
it  into  whatever  form  his  imagina- 
tion may  dictate.     But  the  produc- 
tion of  the  raw  material  cannot  be 
intrusted   to  the  poet     It  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  physical  specialist 
The     poetic     mind    must    not    be 
allowed   to   thrust    itself    into    the 
domain  of  special  science,  and  there 
declaim  (no  matter  how  eloquently 
or  ingeniously)  theories  which  may 
or  may  not  be  true ;    but    which 
are  certainly  not  conceived  in  the 
scientific    spirit,    or    supported  by 
scientific  modes  of  proof. 

M.  Quinet's  4  Creation,'  so  far  as 

regards  some  palreontological  theories 

which  it  broaches,  is  not  free  from 

faults  of  this  kind. 

The   author  starts  with  a  good 
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many  postulates,  and  often  begins  the  gasteropod  of  the  primeval 
where  even  the  most  speculative  world ;  any  crab-like  animal,  to  re- 
inquirers  have  ended.  But,  though  call  the  trilobito  of  the  palaeozoic 
often  fanciful,  he  is  never  illogical ;  epoch ;  any  nautilus,  the  ammonite 
and  we  are  compelled  to  admiro  the  rtf  the  secondary  period.  In  the 
literary  skill  with  which  he  arranges  tortoise  we  behold  tho  animated 
his  recently  and  rapidly  acquired  world  venturing  timidly  above  tho 
materials  —  presenting  them  to  us  surface  of  tho  triassic  seas.  The 
in  a  perfectly  congruous  ensemble,  earth  of  the  lias  period,  which  for  a 
such  as  he  himself  conceives  it  moment  peeped  above  them,  only  to 
should  be.  Every  page  of  the  book  plunge  its  back  again  beneath  tho 
is  eminently  spirituel.  waters — an  earth,  itself  amphibious 
M.  Quinet's  general  theory  is  that  — has  bequeathed  to  us  the  crocodile, 
every  animal  type  either  disappears  But  if  tho  liassic  world  could  only 
altogether  with  the  disappearance  of  produce  these  little  and  low  islets, 
the  geological  period  to  which  it  why  such  enormous  reptiles  to  in- 
belongs,  or  else  continues  to  exist  habit  such  scanty  spaces?  The 
without  any  essential  modification  reptiles  did  not  inhabit  them.  They 
so  long  as  it  finds  in  subsequent  only  came  up,  occasionally,  to  breathe 
periods  a  natural  or  artificial  milieu  on  the  low  coasts  of  those  small 
sufficiently  similar  to  that  in  which  isles.  It  was  in  the  depth  of  the 
it  first  appeared.  waters  that  they  lived.     There  wa» 

Thus,  the    inability    of    the    red  their  great  fish-pond — 
ants  to  obtain  or  prepare  their  own 

food  he  attributes  to  the  completion  "  Domum  genctriocs,  ethumida  regno." 
of    their    organisation   at   a    period 

anterior   to  the  floral  revolution   of  The  earth  crawled  out  of  the  water, 

the   tertiary   world.      Hut  as   these  and   tho    reptile    crawled    over   the 

insects  have  all  their  wants  supplied  earth.     Where  this  state  of  things 

by   their    black    descendants,    they  still  exists,  among  the  oozy  banks 

continue  to  live  on  in  a  world  not  and    mud -deposits     of    the     Nile, 

theirs  —  like    some    old    gentlemen  there   still   dwells,  undisturbed    by 

who  would  die  of  insult  and  morti-  the  countless  revolutions  which  have 

fication  if  turned  loose  to  shift  for  modernised   the  rest  of    the  world 

themselves   amongst  the    streets  of  without     molesting     "his     ancient, 

London,  but  in   whom   we    admire  solitary  reign,"  he  whom  no  Horace 

the  stately  graces  of  a  day  gone  by  has  yet  hailed  as  a  tar  is  edite  regi- 

wiien  we  see  them  on  their  ances-  bus  (for  he  is  certainly  not  a  Ma?ce- 

tral    acres    surrounded    by    dutiful  nas),  yet  whose  lineage  is  older  than 

and  affectionate  grandchildren.  the  oldest  Alban  kings — the  secular 

It  is   not   only   fossils  (says  our  Sauria, 

author)    that    bear  witness    to  the  So,  too,  tho  Blatta    Orientalis  — a 

forms  of  extinct  or  primeval  species ;  citizen  of  tho  Jurassic  world,   who 

ever}'  plant,  every  animal,  if   traced  once   lived    luxuriously   among  the 

back  to  its  parent  type,  fixes  a  dis-  tepid  lias  isles  on  the  rich  meal  of 

tinct  date    in    that  long    series    of  their    equisita    and     calamites,    al- 

cvents  which  constitute  the  history  though     now,    indeed,    reduced    to 

of   the  earth.     If  the  desert  were  to  beggary  or  theft — still   contrives  to 

disappear,  evidence  of  its  existence  find    analogous     nutriment    in    the 

would   still    remain    in   the    camel,  (lour    he    filches  from   tho  baker's 

Any   common   snail   will   suffice  to  sack ;  whilst  the  tropic  clime  of  his 

represent  to  a  trained  imagination  long-lost  native    land  is  artificially 
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reproduced  for  him  by  the  baker's  the  piles  of  it  may  have  here  and 
oven.  there  resisted  the  sapping  of  the  sea- 
From  the  presence  of  tho  tertiary  waves.  Pile  by  pile,  however,  these 
world  the  sea  recedes.  Mars  tidet  also  sank  at  last ;  and  nothing  sur- 
et  fuffit.  Life  has  now  a  soul  abovo  vived  but — the  force  of  habit, 
crawling  and  creeping.  From  the  Assuredly,  if  the  swallows  know 
Ural  to  the  Indies  there  is  space  to  only  half  as  much  about  men  as 
run,  to  leap,  to  climb.  The  arenas-  men  profess  to  know  about  swal- 
opteryx  (the  only  one  of  his  family  lows,  we  should  do  well  to  listen 
who  has  saved  his  bones,  at  Munich)  oftcner  and  more  attentively  to  the 
is  certainly  not  yet  a  swallow ;  but  annual  twitterings  of  these  interest- 
in  his  days  it  was  not  yet  the  fashion  ing  little  folks.  The  swallow  that 
to  make  tho  grand  tour  of  Europe,  is  born  in  a  Yorkshire  village  has 
In  the  dawn  of  that  long  success-  never  seen  Africa,  hut  she  knows 
sion  of  ever  increasingly-developed  it,  and  how  to  find  her  way  thither, 
organisms  which  began  with  the  So  the  beo  knows  how  to  knead 
tertiary  era—  geometrical  figures   in  wax  without 

"Life    rMn;    .1111    on   life,    with    Usher  poing  to  school-just  as  men  go  to 

.tone'1— *  school   without   learning    geometry. 

.  We  call  this  instinct ;    and   by  in- 

thc  bird  of  tho  air  was  not  Ktinct   wo    mean    something    vastly 

■•Et  mariM,  ct  terra,  numcroquc    carentl*  inferior  to  reason.    Perhaps  tho  other 

arena;  animals  discuss   the   human   intclli- 


Mcii!-or. 


gencc  in  the  same  style. 


Wandering  over  the  face  of  the  The  fable  of  the  oak  and  tho  reed 
earth,  wherever  he  spied  no  earth  would  seem  to  be  not  only  as  old  as 
beneath  him  ho  dared  not  venture  the  hills,  but  a  great  deal  older.  It 
further.  How  then  docs  it  happen  was  acted  on  a  world-wide  stage, 
that  nowadays  the  swallow  travels  long  before  there  were  cither  reeds 
yearly  to  and  fro  between  the  north  or  oaks  to  act  it.  Of  thirty-nine 
of  Europe  and  the  land  of  tho  Xilo  ?  species  of  mammifers  belonging  to  tho 
Every  8th  of  September,  so  irro-  miocono  period,  twenty-nine  have 
sistihlc  is  her  longing  to  bo  off,  that  perished.  But  the  insect  tribes  of 
Ibis  incomparable  mother  will  oven  that  period  still  exist,  and,  accord- 
abandon  those  of  her  young  who  are  ing  to  M.  Qui  not,  either  wholly  un- 
not  fit  for  so  long  a  journc}',  and  lly  changed  or  with  only  slight  modifi- 
away  with  the  others.  Why  ?  She  cations.  Tho  much-calumniated  car- 
hersclf  assuredly  knows  not  why.  wig,  who  existed  long  before  cars — 
But  she  does  it.  And  man,  who  the  ladybird,  who  has  never  changed 
cannot  do  it,  thinks  he  knows  why  the  fashion  of  her  scarlet  gown, 
it  is  done.  It  is  an  old,  old  habit  broiderod  with  its  fifteen  black 
of  journeying  over  an  old,  old  con-  bugles — the  damsel-flics,  who  still 
tinent  which  has  never  found  a  gad  about  in  the  gauzo  and  tinsel 
place  in  any  map.  In  the  tertiary  dresses  worn  by  their  great-great- 
period  an  isthmus  united  the  coasts  grandmothers  at  many  a  lively  water- 
of  Franco  and  Italy  with  those  of  party,  about  the  languid  pools  of 
Africa.  Over  this  vast  tract  of  con-  the  hot  Hassic  isles  :  tho  spiders, 
tincntal  earth  went  the  old  original  too,  and  termites — all  the  workers 
swallow-road,  well  furnished  with  in  wood — all  they  who  made  saw- 
convenient  resting-places.  But  tho  dust  beforo  there  were  saws — tho 
bridge  broke  down.  Not  all  at  world's  first  carpenters,  masons, 
once.     For  a  long  while,   perhaps,  and  architects. 
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"GeM?o8lmin0rU1,e  """"^  mul',oiqM  per  Years'  War.     Mo  and  Isolani  have 

Stat  fortnna  domQs,    ct    avl   numerantor  drunk  out  of  them  midnight  toasts 

avonim."  to  treason.     They*  have  decked  the 

board  for  many  a  brawling  orgie, 

The  insect,  like  the  gipsy  tribes,  whero  skulls  were  cracked  in  sport, 

moreover,    have    their    saga,    their  The  glasses  are  unbroken.      They 

traditions     and     legends  —  legends  have  traversed  the  Alps,   the  sea, 

which  shrink,   no  doubt,  from  the'  and  have  travelled    long    journeys 

presence  of    history ;    but  perhaps  over  unpaved  roads  in  the  first  rude 

that  is  because  history  knows  not  coaches    made    for    tho  princes  of 

how  to  treat  them.     If  so,  wo  need  Tour  and  Taxis.     Yet  they  arc  in- 

not  grudge  them  the  asylum  which  tact     The  commerce  of  Venice  has 

they  find  in  poetry,  nor  refuse  to  decayed,    her    glory    is    gone,    her 

believe    with    M.    Quinct    (who    is  nobles  are  ruined,  her  marbles  are 

both  an  historian  and  a  poet)  that  rotting.     These  glasses,  the  frailest 

4ithe    busy  murmur "    which    still  creatures  of    her  perished  art,   re- 

41  glows  through    the  peopled  air,"  main     untouched    by    time.       The 

amongst  the  fields,  whero  any  sum-  Angel  of  Destruction  delights  only 

mer  noon  may  bo  profitably  passed  in  tho  conquest  of  difficulties.     The 

over  the  pages  of  his  pleasant  vol-  dread     invisible    hand    which    can 

umes,  is  the  oldest  song  ever  sung  cripple    the    limbs    of      Hercules, 

upon  earth,   and  that   the  world's  blast  the  beauty  of  Cleopatra,  and 

earliest  minstrel  is  the  cricket  Now,  blind  the  eyes  of  Homer,  will  not 

he  is  silent  nil  day  long.     But  night  clench  its  inexorable  fingers  on  the 

restores  to  him  the  obscurity  of  his  glassy  bubble  that  is  brittle  to  an 

nncicnt  home  in  tho  primeval  forest  infant's   touch.      The  ephemeral   is 

And  then  he  sings,  and  his  song  is  the  ancient  of  days. 

of  "  the  days  which  arc  no  more"  But    to    return    to    M.    Quinct 

Is  not  Fragility  tho  earthly  form  "Man,"  " Tho Propylaea of  History," 
of  Immortality  ?  The  storm-struck  and  the  "  Palaeontology  of  Languag- 
oak  falls  in  the  wind  without  snap-  cs,"  are  the  subjects  of  tho  seventh, 
ping  the  light  web  which  yesterday  eighth-  and  ninth  books  of  his 
a  spider  suspended  in  the  trunk,  second  volume.  "  Principes  d'unc 
where  a  hundred  years  had  hollowed  Science  Nouvclle  "  and  "  Le  Parallel- 
out  her  homo.  Two  miles  from  isme  des  Regncs  do  la  Nature  et  do 
shore,  Mr.  Darwin  saw  floating  over  l'Humanite  "  occupy  tho  tenth  and 
the  ship  a  fine  white  filament  He  eleventh  books.  The  twelfth,  and 
caught  it  on  the  end  of  his  stick,  last,  is  devoted  to  a  consideration  of 
It  was  a  spider's  web,  with  a  spider  tho  means  of  a  "  conciliation  of  tho 
in  it  Doubtless  the  halcyon  had  moral  and  physical  orders."  Tho 
hovered  round  that  airy  pinnace,  subjects  of  these  three  last  books 
and  passed  on,  perhaps,  to  snap  at  have  inspired  M.  Quinet  with  his 
some  fish  who  had  a  whole  ocean  most  eloquent  pages. 
to  cover  and  keep  him  safe.  Men  Eloquent!  Yes,  that  is  tho  final 
in  Venice,  four  hundred  years  ago,  word.  M.  Qui  net's  eloquence  car- 
made  drinking-glasscs  as  thin  as  ries  him  away.  Some  people,  who, 
bubbles,  and  as  fragile.  The  work-  perhaps,  are  too  prosaic,  will  proba- 
men  who  had  betrayed  the  secret  of  bly  say  that  he  is  too  poetical.  That 
their  manufacture  fell  smitten  by  is  not  quite  true.  But  modern  French 
an  unseen  hand  in  Nuremberg  or  writers  have  a  most  provoking  ten- 
Holland.  These  glasses  still  exist  dency  to  declamation.  The  orator 
They  have  gone  through  the  Thirty  who  overheats  himself   is  sure  to 
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chill    his  audience.     Unfortunately,  understanding  when  it  speculate*.     It 

however,     men     who     speak    with  {**»"»   hJ   mating   its   edifice  in   all 

•          .        xi_     •                       aa--  haste,  and  it  is  not  till  afterwards  that 

honest  enthusiasm  are  apt  to  over-  u  thinks  ot  1LSOortaillim,  whethcr  the 

look  this  danger;  and  it  is  impos-  foundations  are  bound."  * 
dblo   to  doubt  the  honesty  of   M. 

Quinet's    enthusiasm.     An   earnest  No  one  will  dispute  the  severoly 

desire  to   understand,  even   at  the  scientific  patience  and  industry  of 

risk  of  misunderstanding,  must  not  IVofessor   Iliickcl,    of    whose  groat 

be    confounded    with    reckless    in-  workt  Mr.  Darwin  declares  that  had 

difference  to  error.       In   an  enter-  the  publication  of  it  preceded  the 

prise  so  rapidly  conceived  and  cxe-  composition  of  his  own  work  on  the 

cutcd    as    this    seven-league-booted  'Descent  of  Man,'  this  latter  work 

journey  through  creation,  it  is  im-  "would  probably  never  have   been 

possible  but  that  M.  Quinet  must  completed."  J      hut    Iliickcl,    after 

have  overlcapt  many  a  chasm  which  acknowledging  that  the  subordinate 

ho    will    have    to    retraversc,    and  art    of    morphography    can     never 

thrown  across  many  a  torrent  hasty  attain  to  the  dignity  of  the  sublime 

and    temporary   bridges    which,   on  science    of    morphology    until    the 

subsequent  inspection,  he  will  find  laws  of  structural  development  shall 

to  be  unsafe.     liul  wo  recognise  in  have  been  recognised  in  the  chaos 

his  work  a  genuine  ardour  of    in-  of  the  structures  themselves,  adds, 

quiry  which  will  doubtless  prevent  by  way  of  apology  for  the  temerity 

him    from     applying    to    his    own  of  his  own  enterprise: — 
creation    the    words    of    the   Abbe 

Vertot,    who,    when   offered    certain  «u  may  be  objected  to  us  that  tho 

new  documents  about  the   siege  of  moment    lnw   not  yet   come,   that  our 


There  is  a  very  beautiful  passage  the  lofty  and  distant  ^oal  of  morpho- 
in   Kant's  introduction  to  his  ecle-  logical  science  will  never  be  attained, 
hrated  treatise,  of   which  we  have  if  wc  «•«■«  for  a  moment  to  fix  our 
~  „a-  4.1  .   u     . :.  ,i~j    u-   «i  ~  eyes  upon  it.     If  we  put  oil   the  con- 
constantly   been    reminded    by   tho  F(rm.lion  of  the  cain(V,  and  postpone 

perusal  of  this  work :—  all  inquiry  into  the  principles  of  mor- 
phology until  our  knowledge  of  cxist- 

44  The   light  dove,"   he  Favs  *4whcn,  mg  forms  Ihj  complete,  we  shall  never 

in     the     freedom    of    her    'ilitfht     die.  make,    any  progress*.      Tho    proccM    of 

cleavc.it  the  air  of  which  die  feels  the  completing   and    perfecting  our  edifice 

restating    power,    might    possibly    ima-  will  be  eternal,  but  tl»at   ought  not  to 

glne    that   she    would   fly  better   In    a  prevent  us  from  establishing  oiirmjviM 

vueuurn.      Thus     Plato,    quitting     the  in  it,    with  a   full   enjoyment  of   legal 

sphere    of    sensation,    which    confines  order,  even    though    our   knowledge  of 

the    intelligence    within  narrow   limit*,  the    laws    in  question    may   be  con  fit- 

attempted  "  to  j-o:ir  upon  the  wings  of  ncdly  imperfect."  $ 
idea*    into    the    empty  space*  of   pure 

intellect.      lie  pcrcelYed   not   that,  in  Between    the    work    of    a    crcat 

spite   of    all    his  effort*,   he    made    no  .     ^cen,. Ine    *orK    OI     *    I*"** 

way,  because  he  had  no  jmnt  ifajyui.  scientific    discover    such  as  llflckel, 

T)n&  is  the  common  fate  of  the  human  and  that  of  an  author  who  is  osscn- 


*  Immanucl  Kant.     Krilik  der  rcinen  Vernunft,  Introd.  iii.     We  have  somewhat 
abridged  the  original  text. 
t  Naturlichc  Sc.hrtpfungsgetfchichte. 
X  Descent  of  Man,  Introduction. 
i  Gcncrclle  M  orphologle,  I.  7. 
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tially  a  man,  not  of  science,  but  of  also  their  geological  ages.     Amidst 
letters,   there  can  of  course  be  no  modern  formations  we  find  words 
comparison.     But  if  men  of  science  which  are  as  incongruous  as  camels, 
are  often  compelled    to    generalise  ostriches,  and  crocodiles,  in  the  ex- 
from    confessedly    imperfect    data,  isting  animal  world.     They  are  the 
meu  of  letters  may  be  fairly  allowed  living  representatives  of  lost  ages, 
a    more    imaginative    treatment   of  Nor  between  the  fossilised,  and  the 
scientific  facts,  in  regard  to  which  living  languages  which  have  grown 
their    function     is     entirely     syn-  out  of  them,  and  in  which  we  find 
thctical.  their  fragments  embedded,  is  there 
We  must  not,  however,  leave  un-  any  greater  trace    of    intermediate 
noticed  one  of  the  most  suggestive  formations,  or  connecting  links,  than 
portions  of  this  book,  in  which  its  is  discoverable  between  the  animal 
author's  historical  training  appears  types  of  the  primary,  secondary,  and 
to  us  felicitously  appjied.     We  are  tertiary  periods.     Whenever  a  Ian- 
not  convinced  of  the   accuracy  of  guage  passes  into  the  purely  literary 
some   observations  which  occur  in  state,  and  become  exclusively  a  book 
his  description  of  the  Butterfly  as  language,  the  petrifaction  of  it  be- 
"  the  epitome  of  all  animated  na-  gins ;  because  it  is  then  cut  off  from 
ture ;"    but  we  are  not  at  all  dis-  its  natural  sources  of  nutriment,  the 
posed  to  question  the  general  accu-  popular  dialects.*    Hindustani,   for 
racy  of  the  method  whereby,  in  this  instance,   may  perhaps    be    in   the 
and  other  cases,  he  refers  the  expla-  same  relation   to   Sanscrit,  modern 
nation  of  certain  otherwise  inexpli-  Greek  to  ancient  Greek,  and  Italian 
cable  animal  instincts  to  habitudes  to  Latin,  as  the  modern  horse  to  the 
contracted  by  the  animal  in  circuni-  tertiary  horse,   the  elephant  to  the    . 
stances  no  longer  existing;  and  pos-  mastodon,  or  the  modern  oak  to  the 
sibly  at  some  remote  period  of  tune,  miocene  oak.      M.   Quinet  combats 
Why,  for  instance,  the  present  un-  (with  great  plausibility,  as  it  seems, 
reasonable  antipathy  between    dog  to  us)  the  attempt  of  M.  Littre  to- 
and  cat?    Because,  says  M.  Quinet,  derive    the  Italian    language    from 
the  original  dog  and  cat  (felts  spefaa  eormpted^  instead  of  from  primitive 
and  amphicyon)  used  to  devour  each  Latin.      He  notices,  amongst  other 
other.     This  method  is  susceptible  characteristic    traits     of     primitive 
of   very  general  application.     It  is  Latin,  the  suppression  (now  charac- 
thc  past  which  interprets  to  us  the  tcristic  of  the  Italian,  Sicilian,  Span- 
present;    and  the   present,    intelli-  ish,    Portuguese,    and    Moldo-Wal- 
gently  studied,  always  helps  us  to  lachian  languages)  of  the  final  con- 
divine  the  past.     If  statesmen  could  sonant  in  words   ending  in   s — as, 
be   induced  to  bear  this  in  mind,  for  instance,  aliqui  for  aUquu,  do- 
they  would  cease  to  believe  them-  mi nu  for  dominvt,  caballu  for  cabal' 
selves  capable  of  transforming  the  lus,  &c. ;    whereas    the  later  Latin 
character  of  a  people  by  institutions  termination   in  vs  continued  in  the 
or  constitutions  devised  and  adopted  written    language    throughout    the 
without  the  slightest  regard  to  his-  middle  ages,  and  occurs  in  Gregory 
torical  continuity.     Languages  have  of  Tours,   and  the  barbarous  legal 


*  An  accompliftbcd  Italian  friend  of  the  present  writer  was  obout  to  abandon  In 
dL-spair  the  completion  of  a  work  he  hud  long  meditated  upon  chemfetry  because  ho 
could  not  make  up  his  mind  to  adopt  forripn  tonus  for  objects  undiscovered  before 
thf  literature  of  his  country  bad  become  cliw>>iciil.  From  this  dilemma  he  was  relieved 
Iiy  noticing  that  the  workmen  in  bin  laboratory  bad  given  to  all  these  objects  names 
Which,  on  examination,  proved  to  be  grammatical  developments  of  pure  Tuscan  roots. 


216                                        QuineVa  'Creation.'  [Fob. 

Latin  of  the  feudal  charters — quite  Like  Horatio,  "  he'll  cross  it,  though 
as  invariably  as  in  Cicero  or  Quin-  it  blast  him."  This  last  enterprise 
tilian.  To  the  numerous  similar  of  his,  however,  raises  a  question  of 
examples  cited  by  M.  Quinet,  wo  general  interest  on  which  we  have 
will  venture  to  add  one,  which  a  word  to  say  before  we  have  done 
occurs  to  us  while  we  arc  writing,  with  the  subject  of  it.  We  need 
The  modern  Greek  word  in  common  not  hero  reiterate  our  emphatic  dis- 
uso  for  water  is  not  Mup  but  vtpbv.  approval  of  all  assumption  by  the 
Thus  in  the  living  dialect  reappears  poet  of  the  purely  scientific  character 
the  archaic  vcapbr,  vapor,  vr^wc  (How-  and  authority  which  exclusively  be- 
ing) which  was  buried  before  tho  long  to  the  physical  specialist  But 
days  of  Homer,  in  its  derivatives  neither  arc  we  prepared  to  admit 
Nwmf,  Fvpv*  Xvprjc,  N^/f,  &c.  that  the  poets  and  philosophers  of 

But  let  us  turn  from  philology  to  this  specially  scientific  age  have  no 

an  older  and  less  disputable  science,  account  to  make  with  the  naturalists 

How  did  Levcrrier  discover  the  planet  and   physicists.      On   tho  contrary, 

Neptune?      lie  prescribed   to   that  nothing  appears  to  us  more  urgently 

star  the  precise  point  in  space  where,  needed  than  the  deliberate  subordi- 

at  a  given  moment,  it  was  bound  to  nation  of  tho  physical  specialist  and 

present  itself  for  inspection.     And  all  his  work  to  the  moral,  aesthetic, 

tho  star  obeyed   the  orders  of  the  and   social   aspects   of   life.      In    a 

man.      Miles  away  from  Levcrrier,  word,  we  think  it  greatly  to  be  de- 

anothcr  astronomer  directed  his  tele-  sired  that  every  man  who  is  not  a 

scope  to  that  point  of  the  iinmeasur-  physical   specialist   should    actively 

able  midnight   heavens,    and    cried  exert  his  intelligence   to  synthctise 

from   Berlin   to  Paris,    u  Present !"  the     new    discoveries,    hypotheses, 

How  was  this  done  ?     Perturbations  theories,  and  intellectual  influences 

had  been  noticed  in  tho  course  fol-  with  which  wo  arc  surrounded,  by 

lowed  by  other  celestial  bodies,  the  tho    prolific     activity    of    physical 

nearest  neighbours  of  the  yet  un-  science ;    and,  as  much  as  may  be, 

known   colossus.      What   could   bo  to  spiritualise  our  increasing  know- 

tho  cause  of  this  effect  V     No   ado-  ledge     of    the     material     universe, 

quate  cause   was   apparent   in   any  Moreover,   apart    from    this   higher 

of  tho  known  circumstances  of  the  aim  which  may  be  legitimately  and 

known  planets.    If  a  planet  deviates,  usefully  pursued  by  the  representa- 

it  can  only  be  because  of  the  attrac-  tives   of  literature,    wo  would    not 

tion  or  repulsion  of  some  other  body,  willingly  surrender  the  privilege  of 

What  is  that  other  body  t   We  know  poetry,   imagination,    and   enprit  to 

it  not.     But  we  can  certainly  affirm  take  possession  when  they  please  of 

that  it  exists,  because  we  certainly  all  subjects  furnished  to  thought  by 

perceive  that  it  acts.     A</o  ergo  turn,  scientific  fact.     Grant  to  the  miner 

is  tho  formula  of  the  stars.  the  merit  of  digging  from  the  earth. 

And   if  any   ono  be  disposed   to  r.nd  to  tho  manufacturer  the  merit 

doubt  the   general   applicability   of  of  distributing  for  convenient  usage, 

the  method  we  have  been  discussing,  those     precious     substances    which 

even  to  more  practical  departments  nature  has  only  partially  concealed 

of   inquiry,   let  him   remember  the  in   order  to  stimulate  the  curiosity 

advice  given   to   his   detectives    by  and   exercise   the   energies  of  man. 

a  celebrated   investigator  of  crime,  But  let   us  not  grant  to  either  tho 

"Ohcrchez  la  femrne!"  right  of  protest  or  refusal,  if  some 

M.  Quinet  is  not  a  man  to  shrink  artist    passing    by    should    say    to 

from     confronting     any     problem,  them:    "Of  the  metal  with  which 
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you  make  axes,  ploughs,  and  ham-  convinced  that   there    was   greater 

mers,  give   me  enough   to  make  a  comfort  to  the   heart  and   soul   of 

statue.      My   statue   will  be  of    no  man  in  the  old  belief  that  the  sun 

Eractical  use.  But  those  who  be-  goes  round  the  earth,  than  can  pos- 
old  it  will  perhaps  pause  to  admire  sibly  be  extracted  from  the  present 
in  it  the  beauty  of  the  divinity  lamentable  certainty  that  the  earth 
which  it  will  represent  And  if,  goes  round  the  sun.  All  evidence, 
as  they  go  their  ways,  they  should  therefore,  of  the  stimulating  and 
drop  a  word  of  approbation  for  the  elevating  influence  of  natural  science 
artist  who  conceived  and  modelled  upon  the  imaginative  and  spiritual 
it,  they  will  probably  add,  4  And  yet  faculties  of  such  a  mind  as  Edgar 
this  also  was  made  of  ironl'"  '  Quinet's  must  be  welcomed,  if  for 
Will  the  iron  have  been  degraded  no  other  reason,  at  least  for  the 
by  such  employment  ?  Will  it  bo  salutary  refutation  which  it  presents 
less  serviceable  for  common  use  be-  to  this  mischievous  notion.  And 
cause  it  has  once  been  promoted^  to  therefore,  although  the  final  effect 
that  place  in  art  which  was  pre-  of  M.  Quinet's  bold  and  brilliant 
viously  occupied  by  ivory  and  sally  into  the  thorny  field  of  pal- 
marble  ?  Is  the  anatomist  deprived  aeontological  research  is  in  some  re- 
of  his  scalpel,  or  the  pioneer  of  his  spects  injured  by  his  exuberant 
hatchet,  because  the  metal  of  which  enthusiasm,  we  think  that  this 
these  instruments  are  made  serves  aesthetic  defect  is  not  without  a 
also  as  material  for  an  image  of  the  moral  compensation. 
son  of  Danae  ?  The  image  is  false.  Thus  far  we  have  noticed  the 
It  represents  as  fact  what  is  only  work  before  us  chiefly  in  its  rela- 
purc  imagination.  Granted.  But  tion  to  literature.  As  regards  its 
is  the  material,  for  that  reason,  less  important  and  more  disputable 
wasted  ?  Has  the  imagination  been  relation  to  science,  we  take  it  to  be 
misapplied?  Is  it  nothing  to  have  one  of  the  incidental  results  of  a 
imagined  the  deliverance  of  Andro-  powerful  reaction  in  the  progress  of 
meda  ?  the  natural  sciences.  This  reaction, 
There  is  another  side  to  this  if  not  inaugurated,  was  enormously 
question.  Burke  tells  us  that  *4  it  promoted  in  1859  by  the  publica- 
is  our  ignorance  of  natural  things  tion  of  Charles  Darwin's  hypotheses 
which  causes  all  our  admiration,  of  natural  selection  and  the  strug- 
and  chiefly  excites  our  passions."  glo  for  life.  Natural  philosophy, 
The  very  questionable  sense  of  this  thrown  back  in  1830  by  the  victory 
saying  has  been  absurdly  exagger-  which  George  Cuvier  in  the  seance 
ated  by  a  great  many  persons  who  of  the  Academy  of  the  22d  of  Fefc- 
seem  to  be  so  afraid  of  knowing  too  ruary  won  over  Eticnnc  Geoffroi 
much  about  "natural  things"  that  St.  Hilairc,  has  now  re-entered  the 
they  resolutely  refuse  to  know  any-  field  of  inquiry  from  which  it  has 
thing  at  all  about  them.  These  been  for  nearly  thirty  years  an 
good  people,  who  regard  the  scien-  exile.  Scientific  thinkers,  intoxi- 
tific  study  of  nature,  as  destructive  cated  with  the  rapture  of  recon- 
of  the  poetry  of  nature,  assume  with-  quest,  are  eagerly  taking  possession 
out  trial  that  the  tendency  of  it  of  the  treasures  meanwhile  stowed 
must  be  to  paralyse  the  imagina-  away  by  empiricists  in  the  secret 
tion  of  the  scientific  student,  to  receptacles  of  museums. 
chill  his  emotional  humanity,  and  During  all  these  thirty  years  the 
to  desiccate  the  flow  of  spiritual  life  names  of  Goethe  and  Lamarck,  which 
within   him.      They    appear  to    be  were  put  upon  the  index,  have  been 
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buried  in  the  oblivion  from  which  After  Linnaeus,  wo  have  Lamarck ; 

they  are  now  withdrawn    in  com-  after  Lamarck,  Cuvier ;    and   now, 

pany  with  those  of  Oken  and  Geof-  after  Cuvier,  Darwin. 

froi  St.  Hilaire.     The  strength  of  the 

reaction    is    in    proportion    to    the  "Nocte    jriuit    totft     rodcunt    spectacula 

length  of  the  repression,  and  it  is 

sure  to  overshoot  the  mark.     But  The  movement  of  the  human  mind 

the  oscillation  of   the  scales   must  is   ever   from  one   extreme  to  the 

invariably   precede   the   equilibrium  other.     E  pur  se  mttove. 

of  the  balance.  But  the  special  question  presented 

In  his  last  work,    which  almost  to    us    by  M.   Quinet's    '  Creation ' 

bears    the    date    of    his    last   sigh  is    whether    history    will    ever    be 

(1832),   Goethe's    prodigious   previ-  written  on  the  system  which  this 

sion  seems  to  have  anticipated  this  book    is    intended     to    inaugurate, 

return  of  an   intellectual  tendency  What  can  we  say  in  reply  to  such 

which  he  lived  only  to  see  repudi-  a  question  ? 

ated.      "When  M.  Falk  called   upon  tl  „    .  ,           .  ..   .  _        .  .  „  .  -. 

him  to  talk  about  the  July  Rovolu-  "fiSftSXf"   Qm  *** r  *  ^ 
tion  (the  news  of   which  had  just 

reached  Weimar),  he  was  astonished  This    only  will   we    venture    to 

by    the     enthusiasm    with     which  affirm  —  the    historian    who    ques- 

Goethc  discussed   that  event  until  tions  and  examines   natural   phen- 

he    discovered    that    what    Goethe  omena  with    the  reverent   attention 

was  speaking  of   was  not   the  re-  to  which   all  future  historians   are 

volution  which  had  just  broken  out  encouraged     by     M.     Quinet,     can 

on  the  barricades  of  the  Boulevards,  hardly  fail  to  write  history  a  great 

but    the   revolution   which  was    at  deal  better  than  he  who  questions 

stake    in    the    battle    then    raging  and   examines    nothing   but    books 

between   the   Chairs  of    the   Acad-  and  parchments, 
eray. 
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AN    EDUCATIONAL    EXPERIMENT    IN    YORKSHIRE. 

AjoxG  the    social  problems   that  French.     Yet,  whereas  at  that  time 

are    pressing    for    solution    at  the  Keighley  was  smaller  than  Bury  St. 

present   time    in    England,  the  fol-  Edmunds,  Henley,    and  Weymouth 

lowing  have  been  acknowledged  by  now    are,    it   is  now   nearly    equal 

statesmen  of   both   political   parties  in    population    to   such    towns    as 

to  be  especially  interesting  and  im-  Oxford,      Carlisle,      Reading,     and 

portant : —  Hastings,   and    much    greater  than 

many     ancient     and     considerable 

1.  How  to  found  in  a  manufacturing  county   towns,    such   as   Lancaster, 

town    a    system    of    secondary  Gloucester,  Shrewsbury,  Canterbury, 

education    for   boys  and   young  and  Salisbury. 

^o^al&lS6    8PeC1,a  Of    the    two    founders     of    the 

2.  How   to   provide    that    the    intel-  system    of   Mechanics7  Institutes  in 

ligent   and   careful   members  of  England,  Lqpl   Brougham   and   Dr. 

the   working    classes    shall    be  Birkbeek,  the  latter   was  a    native 

^L\S  twI'hllh^ii^iT" a  of  the  Craven  district;  and  the 

share  m  this  higher  education.  ^  ,  ,  ,        „    ,       .    ,    x    '...    , 

3.  How     to     reform     an    old     and  Keighley   Mechanics'    Institute  was 

decayed   school   endowment,    so  one  of  tho  first  established  in  Eng- 

as  to  popularise,  without  wast-  land.      Its  work  was  to  supply   its 

in-   its  resources,  and  to  breathe  subscribers  with  a  newsroom  and  a 

mto  it  a  new  spirit  of  life.  .      ,.        ,.,                   ,       ..,     .     , 

4.  How     to     extend    to    girls    the  lending  library,   and  with   mstruc- 

beneiits    of   an    educational    en-  tion    in   evening   classes;    and   this 

dowment.  humble  work  it  had  creditably  per- 
formed for  upwards  of  thirty  years. 

An    attempt    has    recently   been  Its  library  contained  four  thousand 

made,  in  the   rising  manufacturing  volumes.      Its  evening  classes  were 

town    of    Keighley,    in    the    West  attended  by  more  than  200  pupils 

Riding  of  Yorkshire,  to  solve  these  of  both  sexes.     In  short,  it  was  so 

problems ;    and  the   object   of   this  far  felt  to   be  a  useful  institution, 

paper  is  to  give  a  brief  account  of  that  its   managers,  about  the  year 

the  mode  in  which  that  attempt  has  1867,   determined   to   endeavour   to 

been  made.  raise  subscriptions  for  a  new  build- 

The  town  of  Keighley  stands  on  ing.      In   this    new    building    they 

the    river    Aire,    in    the    beautiful  proposed  so  to  enlarge  and  improve 

district  of  Craven,  about  nine  miles  the  accommodation  afforded  to  their 

to     the     north-west     of    Bradford,  subscribers  as  to  render  the  Insti- 

Twenty   years    ago,    in     1851,    its  tute  a  model  Working  Man's  Club, 

population  was   little   over    13,000.  They     also     hope     to    extend     the 

It  was  then  about  as  big  a  town  as  educational    work   of   the   Institute 

its  neighbour   Bradford  was  at  the  so  as  to   make   some   provision  for 

beginning   of   the   present    century,  technical   and   scientific  instruction. 

But  the    last    twenty    years    have  They   looked  round  on   the   trades 

wrought  a  great  change  in  Keighley,  and  industrial  emploj'inents  of  their 

and   its    population    is    now   nearly  district ;  and  saw  that,  for  the  suc- 

26,000.       It    seems  but    yesterday  cessful  conducting  of  almost  all  of 

that  our  first  International  Exhibi-  them,   technical  and  scientific  skill, 

tion   was   opened,    and    that   Louis  and  artistic  knowledge,  are  required. 

Napoleon  tbecame  Emperor    of  the  They  were  well  aware  that  in  the 
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matter  of  practical  training,  English  Board  heartily  supported  their  £ccre-' 
.workmen  are  surpassed  by  none  in  tary  in  this  suggestion,  and  even 
the  world.  And  they  had  good  went  so  far  as  to  offer,  in  case  a 
reason,  as  Yorkshire  manufacturers,  local  guarantee  were  not  forthcom- 
to  know  that  Yorkshire  workmen  ing,  to  guarantee  such  a  trade  school 
are  inferior  to  none  in  England,  financially  for  three  years.  This 
But  still  they  believed  that  the  want  pecuniary  assistance,  however,  was 
of  the  means  of  technical  instruction  not  ultimately  required.  The  man- 
must  place  even  these  gifted  work-  agcrs  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the 
men  and  their  employers  at  a  disad-  Board,  and  set  to  work  in  earnest  at 
vantage  in  the  struggle  with  foreign  their  buildings,  designing  them  so 
producers.  And  they  determined  as  to  embrace  the  threefold  object 
that,  whatever  other  branches  of  of  a  club,  a  school  of  science  and 
education  they  might  eventually  bo  art,  and  a  trade  school.  That,  with 
able  to  undertake,  their  new  Insti-  no  initiative  from  the  Government 
tute  should,  at  any  rate,  afford  artis-  of  the  country,  with  no  example  of 
tic,  scientific,  and  technical  instruc-  a  successful  effort  of  a  like  kind  in 
tion.  •  Leeds,  in  Bradford,  in  Sheffield,  or 
While  th?y  were  hesitating  as  to  in  any  of  their  great  manufacturing 
the  precise  mode  in  which  it  would  neighbours,  to  support  and  cheer 
be  best  for  them  to  endeavour  to  them,  these  busy,  practical,  money- 
carry  out  this  determination,  a  local  making  men,  in  a  country  town 
society,  the  Yorkshire  Board  of  Edu-  of  less  than  20,000  inhabitants, 
cation,  came  to  their  aid,  and  gave  to  should  have  lavished  their  time  and 
their  proposals  a  definite  shape  and  money  in  providing  secondary  odu- 
a  support  which  were  very  valuable,  cation  for  their  fellow-citizens,  should 
This  Board  is  a  voluntary  associa-  have  seen  so  clearly  what  was  the 
tion  of  Yorkshire  noblemen,  coun-  programme  of  education  required, 
try  gentlemen,  and  manufacturer.*,  and  should  have  been  willing  to 
whose  programme  may  be  briefly  stake  their  reputation  on  the  issue 
described  by  saying  that  they  do  of  such  a  novel  experiment,  is  a  fine 
any  educational  work  in  the  coun-  example  of  what  Mr.  Forster,  in  a 
ty  which  is  not  being  performed  by  recent  speech  at  Bradford,  described 
any  other  body,  and  withdraw  from  as  "that  old  force  which  has  done 
any  work  that  they  are  doing  when-  great  good  in  past  times,  and  which 
ever  another  body  will  take  it  up.  will  do  great  good  in  future — that 
Their  work  is  the  work  of  education-  is,  the  desire  wo  have  in  England 
al  initiative — a  most  valuable  work  to  help  one  another." 
in  a  busy  country,  and  one  which  a  The  new  buildings  in  which  this 
local  body  is  peculiarly  well  fitted  experiment  was  to  bo  conducted 
to  perform.  In  the  autumn  of  1868  were  commenced  in  1869,  and  the 
the  secretary  of  this  Board  conferred  work  went  forward  so  well,  that  in 
with  the  managers  of  the  Keighlcy  the  autumn  of  1870  they  were  corn- 
Mechanics'  Institute,  and  suggested  pleted,  and  were  ready  to  be  opened. 
that  the  best  mode  of  affording  the  But,  meantime,  a  new  force  had 
secondary  education  which  they  de-  come  into  action,  which  disturbed 
sired  to  establish  in  their  new  Insti-  all  the  calculations  of  the  promoters, 
tute,  would  be  to  open  in  it  a  trade  This  force  was  the  Endowed  Schools 
school  or  school  of  technical  instruc-  Commission,  created  by  Mr.  Forster's 
tion,  somewhat  on  the  model  of  La  Endowed  Schools  Act  of  1869. 
Martiniere  at  Lyons,  or  of  the  Turgot  From  what  has  been  said  in  this 
Municipal    School    at  Paris.      The  paper  of  the  anxiety  of  the  men  of 
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Keighley  to  supply  their  town  with  their  founders  to  work  together  for 
a  system  of  secondary  education,  the  maintenance  of  secondary  edu- 
the  reader  may  perhaps  have  sup-  cation,  had,  in  course  of  time,  De- 
posed that  no  public  provision  for  come  disunited.  Of  Drake's  endow - 
such  education  had  over  previously  ment  a  portion  had  been  temporarily 
been  made  in  the  town.  But  this  sunk  in  building  a  new  "free 
was  not  quite  the  case.  There  were,  school ;"  and  the  remainder  was 
in  fact,  two  ancient  endowments  for  applied  for  the  benefit  of  a  master 
secondary  education  in  Keighley.  to  teach  in  that  school.  But  the 
One  of  these  was  the  foundation  of  Commissioners  found  that,  so  far 
John  Drake,  who,  in  1713,  devised  from  giving  the  high  kind  of  educa- 
te trustees  certain  estates  ufor  the  tion  which  the  founder  designed, 
maintenance  of  a  sufficient,  unmar-  this  school  was  really  doing  only 
ried,  and  qualified  schoolmaster,  for  elementary  work,  and  not  doing  that 
teaching  children  residing  in  the  work  so  well  as  the  inspected  Na- 
town  and  parish  of  Keighley,  in  the  tional  and  Wesleyan  schools  of  the 
English,  Latin,  and  Greek  tongues,  town.  No  children  of  the  profes- 
free,  and  without  any  reward  or  sional  men,  or  of  the  better  shop- 
stipend  whatever."  The  other  was  keepers,  were  learning  in  the  school. 
the  foundation  of  Jonas  Tonson,  No  boy  was  learning  Greek,  or  had 
who,  in  1716,  conveyed  certain  pre-  learnt  it  there  for  years.  Latin  was 
inises  to  trustees  u for  the  support  professed;  but  only  a  very  few 
and  maintenance  of  an  usher,  who  boys  were  found  to  be  doing  it. 
should  teach  and  instruct  such  chil-  "  Not  one  of  them  was  far  enough 
dren  as  should  come  to  learn  in  the  advanced  to  write  out  from  memory 
free  school  of  Keighley,  in  the  Eng-  the  inflexions  of  a  noun ;  and  only 
lish  and  Latin  tongues,  with  the  two  could  construe  a  simple  sen- 
upper  master  in  the  said  school."  tonce  in  a  book  of  elementary  exer- 
The  aggregate  value  of  these  endow-  cises."  The  reading  of  English  was 
ments  was,  in  1869,  about  £300  a-  worse  in  this  school  than  in  the  or- 
year,  exclusive  of  certain  school  dinary  elementary  schools.  uVery 
buildings  and  premises,  respecting  little  progress  had  been  made  in 
which  more  will  presently  be  said,  arithmetic;"  the  best  boys  being 
And  as  the  property  of  these  foun-  unable  to  go  beyond  proportion. 
da  tion  s  consisted  of  land  and  houses  The  scholars  came  to  the  school 
in  and  near  Keighley,  there  was  very  ignorant,  and  without  prepara- 
a  prospect  of  a  rise  in  their  value  tion.  The  master  was  single-handed, 
by  means  of  judicious  sales  and  re-  and  was  unable  to  classify  his  scho- 
investments.  Thus  the  town  of  lars  properly.  "  He  frankly  said  that 
Keighley  had  actually  possessed,  the  National  and  Wesleyan  schools 
for  more  than  a  century  and  a  half,  in  the  town  possessed  advantages 
two  foundations  bequeathed  to  it  in  the  shape  of  pupil-teachers,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  in  its  of  regular  organisation  and  inspec- 
midst  a  high  class  of  secondary  edu-  tion,  with  which  he  could  not  hope 
cation.  to  compete."  In  short,  the  Coin- 
In  the  years  1866-67,  the  Schools  missioners  found  that  Drake's  foun- 
Inquiry  Commissioners  investigated  dation,  while  pretending  to  maintain 
the  condition  of  these  foundations,  a  "free  grammar  school"  in  the 
and  published  a  full  report  upon  town  of  Keighley,  was  really  squan- 
them.  The  Commissioners  found  dered  in  providing  an  unnecessary, 
that  the  two  endowments  which  an  unpopular,  and  a  bad  elementary 
had    originally    been    intended    by  school. 
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Proceeding  to  Tonson's  bencfac-  the  people  of  Keighley  that  they 
tion,  the  Commissioners  found  that  proposed  to  reorganise  their  educa- 
the  connection  of  this  foundation  tional  endowments,  according  to  a 
for  an  "usher"  with  that  of  Drake  programme  of  which  the  following 
for  a  u master,"  had  "been  lost  are  the  main  outlines, 
sight  of."  It  was  managed  by  a  se-  The  two  foundations  were  to  be 
parate  body  of  trustees,  and  was  reunited  under  a  popularly-consti- 
employcd  in  paying  an  old,  incom-  tuted  governing  body.  The  old 
petcnt,  and  feeble  man  to  teach  some  grammar  school  buildings  were  to 
twenty  little  children  in  a  dilapidat-  be  sold ;  and  other  sales  were  to  be 
ed  building  in  the  centre  of  the  effected  so  as  to  improve  the  value 
town,  at  a  payment  of  2d.  a- week,  of  the  united  foundations.  The 
This  building  was  a  part  of  the  old  masters  were  to  be  removed,  with 
grammar  school  not  sold,  or  other-  such  compensation  for  their  vested 
wise  utilised,  when  the  new  school  interests  as  the  Endowed  Schools 
was  built ;  the  remainder  being  con-  Act  might  render  necessary.  Two- 
verted  into  a  blacksmith's  shop,  thirds  of  the  amalgamated  endow- 
The  master  was  the  son  of  a  former  ments  were  to  be  appropriated  to 
head-master  on  Drake's  foundation  :  maintaining  a  school  for  instruction 
the  scholars  were  a  few  rude  little  of  boys  between  the  ages  of  eight 
boys  from  neighbouring  cottages,  and  seventeen,  in  English,  Latin, 
"Nobody,"  said  the  Commissioners,  Modern  Languages,  Mathematics, 
u  pretends  that  this  school  is  of  the  Natural  Science,  Drawing,  and  Vocal 
smallest  use,  except  to  furnish  an  Music.  One-third  was  to  be  ap- 
annuity  to  a  respectable  man  whose  plied  (in  accordance  with  the  12th 
claims  arc  of  long  standing."  In  section  of  the  endowed  Schools 
short,  just  as  Drake's  foundation  Act)  in  providing,  as  might  be  found 
had  become  a  bad  little  elementary  expedient,  for  the  secondary  educa- 
school,  so  had  Tonson's  foundation  tion  of  girls.  When  these  proposals 
become  a  bad  little  infant  school.  A  '  of  the  Commissioners  became  known 
detailed  account  of  the  condition  of  to  them,  the  promoters  of  the  Trade 
these  foundations,  and  of  the  causes  School  saw  that  a  serious  danger 
which  had  brought  them  to  that  con-  threatened  their  project  They  had 
dition,  will  be  found  in  the  9th  and  commenced  their  Trade  School 
18th  vols,  of  the  Reports  of  the  building  on  the  faith  of  there  being 
Schools  Inquiry  Commission.  no  other  decent  provision  for  socon- 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  men  dary  education  in  the  town ;  and  it 

of    Keighley   had    come  to    regard  was  clear  that  the  grammar  school, 

their  grammar   school    endowments  when    reorganised   as   the  Commis- 

as  of  no  account  in  the  educational  sioners  proposed,  would  be  a  rival, 

resources  of  their  ttown.     They  had  if    not  a  formidable  rival,   to  their 

long  despaired  of    their  doing  any  new  school.     They  therefore  opened 

real   educational  work ;  and  indeed,  negotiations  with  the  Commissioners, 

in  making  their  calculations  for  the  in  the    hope  of    discovering    some 

project  of  a  trade  school,  they  had  plan  for  the  combination  of   their 

confidently   reckoned   on    the    con-  project   with   that  of  the  Commis- 

tinued  inefficiency  of  their  grammar  sioners,  and  for   the  prevention   of 

school.     But  a  surprise  was  in  store  the  rivalry  which    must  otherwise 

for  them.     In  the  spring  of  1870,  as  ensue    between    the    two     schools, 

their    Trade   School  buildings   were  After   examining   the   buildings    of 

drawing  to  completion,  the  Endowed  the  new  Mechanics'   Institute,  and 

Schools  Commissioners    notified    to  the  financial  position  of  the   Trade 
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School    scheme,    and    after  several    annual  sum  of  £100  to  the  establish- 
conferences  with  the  promoters  and    ment  and   maintenance   of   a   girls' 
other  leading  citizens  of  Keighley,    school,  which  shall  be  carried  on  in 
the     Commissioners     came    to    the    the   school   buildings  and   premises 
conclusion    that    the  Trade  School    which  have  been  hitherto  used  for 
project  was  financially   sound   and    the    grammar  school    at    Keighley. 
educationally   good ;    that  it  would    (2.)    That,   after    payment    of    this 
undoubtedly  succeed  ;    that,    owing    £100,  the  surplus  net  income  of  the 
to  the  excellent  provision  of  lecture    charity  shall  be  paid  by  the  gover- 
and  practising  rooms  for  science  and    nors  to  the  managers  of  the  Trade 
art  in  the  new  Institute,  the  boys    School,   on    condition   (a)  that   the 
of    the  Trade    School    would    have    Trade  School    provides    instruction 
advantages  which  they  could  never    in  certain  subjects  of  a  liberal  educa- 
have  in  the  existing  grammar  school    tion,  as  well  as  in  technical  subjects, 
buildings ;  and  that,  on  every  ground,    (b)   That,    in   consideration  '  of    the 
it  would  be  most  desirable  to  en-    sum  proposed  to  be  paid  to  them 
deavour  to  combine  the  reorganisa-    from    the    endowment,    the    mana- 
tion  of  Drake's  and  Tonson's  endow-    gers  of  the  Trade  School  shall  pro- 
ments  with  the  Trade  School  move-    vide  a  certain  number  of  boys,  to 
ment      Accordingly,    they    decided    be  selected  by  competition  from  the 
that  Drake's  grammar  school  should    public    elementary    schools    of    the 
be  reorganised  as  an  endowed  school    parish  of  Keighley,  with  free  educa- 
for  girls,   and    that    the   governing    tion  in  the  Trade  School.     (3.)  That, 
body  of  that  endowed  schooL  should    whenever  the  surplus  available  for 
bo  required   to  apply  the  proceeds    this  purpose  shall  exceed  £100,  the 
of    the    amalgamated    endowments,    amount  in  excess  shall  be  equally 
partly  to  tire  maintenance  of  such  a    divided    between    the    girls'   school 
girls'  school,  and  partly  to  the  sub-    and  the  Trade  School.      (4.)   That, 
vention,    under    certain    conditions,    if  at  any  time  the  managers  of  the 
of  the  Trade   School.     The  advan-    Trade  School   shall  cease  to    com- 
tages  of  this  plan  were  obvious.     It    ply  with   the  above  conditions,  the 
utilised   all  available  resources.     It    governors   of    the  foundation    shall 
gave  to  the  promising  Trade  School    apply  the  money  that  would  other- 
project    a    nucleus   of    endowment,    wise  be  applied  to  the  Trade  School, 
and  therefore  an  element  of  firmness    for   the   improvement   of   the   girls' 
and   stability;    and  it  furnished  an    school,   or  may   seek   powers   from 
opportunity  of  making  over  to  girls'     the  Charity  Commissioners  for  such 
education,  with  the  full  consent  and    other  application  of  it  as  may  seem 
approval  of  the  people  of  Keighley,    most  advantageous. 
a  new  and  fairly  good  school  build-        This   scheme  was    published    by 
ing,  with  an  endowment  of  at  least    the  Commissioners   in   the   summer 
£100  a-year,  rising  in  value.     Hav-    of  1870,  and   is   now  in   operation, 
ing  formed  this  decision,  the  Com-    Very  soon  after  its  publication,  the 
missioners     published     a    scheme,    new  buildings  of  the  Mechanics'  In- 
which,  after  providing  for  the  amal-    stitute    were    completed,   and    they 
gamation   of    the    two  foundations,    were  opened  by  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
the  pensioning  of  the  two  masters,     shire  in  the  autumn  of  1870.     An 
the  formation  of  a  popular  govern-    excellent  view  of  the  Institute  was 
ing  body,  and  other  matters  already    published  in  the  *  Builder'  of  July 
mentioned,  requires: —  3,  1869.     Externally,  it  is  Gothic  in 

(1.)    That  the  governors  of    the    style,  and  stands  in  an  angle  made 
endowments    shall    appropriate  the    by  the  convergence    of    two    large 
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open  streets,  which  run  respectively  and  as  the  nature  of  the  site  allows 

north  to  south,  and  east  to  west,  so  plenty  of  room  for  extension,  a  gym- 

that  it  receives  plenty  of  light  from  nasium  and  other  improvements  may 

the  west  and  south.     It  consists  of  soon  be  added. 

two  blocks,  or  wings,  placed  at  right  The    Trade    School    has    already 

angles  to  one  another.     The  princi-  proved  itself  a  brilliant  success.     It 

pal  entrance  to  the  building  is  up  began  work  in   January   1871,  and 

a  flight  of   steps  on  the  west  side,  there  are  nowr  over  100  scholars  in 

which   conduct  to    the    first  floor ;  it.       The    school     is    divided    into 

whence  a  broad  staircase  leads  to  the  three  departments,  and   the   course 

basement,  or  Trade  School  section,  embraces   the  following  subjects  of 
All   the    basement  rooms    are  well '  instruction :      In     the    Lower    and 

lighted  by  means  of  a  large  exca-  Middle       Departments  —  Religious 

vated  area.     There  are,  in  the  north-  Knowledge,     Reading    and     Recita- 

ern  basement,   one   large  and  four  tion,  Writing  and   Dictation,   Arith- 

smaller  schoolrooms  for  the  general  metic  as   far  as  fractions,  Outlines 

education    of    the   Trade    Scholars;  of     English     History,     Geography, 

a  special  building  schoolroom  ;  and  English  Grammar  and  Composition, 

a  retiring-room,  with   lavatory   and  Drawing,  French,   Latin  and  Greek 

other   necessary   conveniences.      In  Etymology,      Drill      and      Physical 

the  southern  basement  are  a  lecture-  Exercises.      Boys   are    admitted    to 

theatre  for   science,   18  feet  by  28  the  Lower  Department'  when   they 

feet,  and  14  feet  high  ;  a  laboratory ;  can  read,  write,  and  workthe  first  four 

a  large  room  for  models  and  appara-  rules  of  arithmetic.      In  the  Upper 

tus ;   and  two  other  technical  class-  Department,  the  previous  course   is 

rooms.     The  rooms  of  the  Working  extended,  and  also  includes  English 

Men's  Club  consist  of  a  great  lecture-  Grammar  and   Composition,   Mathe- 

hall,  8(>  feet  by  44  feet,  and  38  feet  matics,       Commercial       Arithmetic, 

high  ;  a  newsroom  ;  a  reading-room,  Book-keeping,    Mensuration,    Physi- 

for  periodicals,    &c. ;    a   library,  38  cal     Geography,     Chemistry,  .  Theo- 

feet  by  18  feet;  a  savings-bank;  a  retical  and  Applied  Mechanics,  Na- 

conversation-room ;    and   the   neces-  tural    Philosophy ;    Freehand,    Geo- 

sary  offices  for   the    secretary  and  metrical,  and  Mechanical  Drawing; 

committee.      Lastly,  on   the  second  Building       Construction,       French, 

floor  of  the  southern  wing,  are  a  set  German,  Latin,  Political  and  Social 

of    excellent  rooms   for   instruction  Economy,  and  the  Laws  of  Health. 

in  art,  all  20  feet  high.     There  is  a  The  fees  for  this   course  are, — for 

room   for  mechanical   and  architec-  sons  of  artisans  under  twelve  years, 

tural    drawing,    modelling,    casting,  only  £3  a -year;  over  twelve  years, 

&c,  33  feet  by  22  feet,  well  lighted  £4    a-ycar.       But    pupils    entering 

from  the   south  and  west;   a  large  under   the  age    of    eleven    continue 

room  for  classes  in  elementary  draw-  at  the  same  fees  as  long  as  they  re- 

ing,  40  feet  by  18  feet;  an  cxhibi-  main  at  the  school.     Parents  not  of 

tion-room,   40   feet  by    22   feet ;    a  the  artisan  class  pay  a  higher  fee ; 

room  for  the  art  master,  and  a  retir-  but  the  highest  fee  is   only  £6   a- 

ing-room  for  women  students.     The  year.       In    addition,    moreover,    to 

total  cost  of  building  and  furnishing  the  free  places  which  the  managers 

this  institution,  including  estimates,  of  the  Trade  School  are  required  by 

contracts,  &c,  was  nearly  £14,000;  the  scheme  of  the  Endowed  Schools 

of  which  all  but  about  £3000  had  Commissioners  to  provide  for  com- 

bcen  actually  obtained  or  promised  petition  among  boys  from   the  ele- 

when   the  institution  was   opened;  mentary  schools   of    Keighley,    the 
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managers    have,    during    the    past  tary  schoolmasters  that  some  of  their 

year,    voluntarily  given   free  educa-  best  boys'  parents  could  not  afford 

tion  in   the   Trade   School   for   one  to  let  their  sons  continue  their  edu- 

year  to  two  boys  who  passed  such  cation  any  longer,    came    forward, 

an  examination  as  they  prescribed ;  and  promised  to  each  of  the  success- 

and  the  first  two  free  scholars  under  f ul  competitors  a  sum  of  £5,  by  way 

this    regulation    were    elected,    one  of  a    maintenance  exhibition,  so  as 

from  the  Keighlcy  National  School,  to  relieve  the  strain  on  their  parents, 

and  the  other  from  the  elementary  If  one  may  judge  from  Mr.  Forster's 

school   of    a   neighbouring    hamlet,  speech  at  Bradford  in  October,  and 

in  July  1871.     Here,  then,  wo  have  from   the   well-known    liberality   of 

at  last  a   practical  beginning  made  the  princely  manufacturers  of  York- 

in  putting   into  operation  that  plan  shire,  this  action  of  the  president  of 

for  extending  the  benefits  of  second-  the    Keighley   Mechanics'    Institute 

ary    education    to    the    children  of  will  not  be  unrivalled.     And  when 

working  men,  which  has   been   for  the  ancient  endowments  throughout 

years  the  aim  of  statesmen  of  both  England   are   so   reorganised  as   to 

political   parties,   which  was  one  of  open  a  course  of  education  free   of 

the   main   topics   dwelt  on   by   Mr.  charge  to  a  fair  number  of  the  most 

Forster  in  the  speech  in  which  he  deserving  children  of  working  men, 

introduced     the    Endowed    Schools  and  when  the  poor  parents  of  these 

Act,    and   which   the    preamble    of  diligent  and  gifted  children  are  by 

that  Act  describes  as  one  means  of  modern    generosity    encouraged    to 

44  fulfilling  the  main  designs  of  the  make  and  helped  to  bear  the  sacri- 

founders  of  endowed  schools."     No  fice  of  their  children's  wages  for  a 

doubt   there  are  several  important  few  years    beyond   the  elementary 

elements  in   the   problem,  44how  to  school  age,    then  at  last  will  there 

extend  the  benefits  of  secondary  edu-  be  a  ladder   of    learning  let   down 

cation  to  working  men's   children,"  among  our   struggling   poor,   whose 

which   have    yet  to  be   solved.     It  top   reaches   to   the  highest  realms 

has  yet  to  be  seen   whether,  when  of  culture. 

free  education  at  secondary  schools        The  limits  of  this  paper  do   not 

is  opened  to  the  best  scholars  from  permit    of  a   description   of  all   the 

the  elementary  schools,  many  work-  rest  of  the  interesting  and  successful 

ing  men  will  rise  to  the  height  of  work  which  is  being  carried  on  in 

their  opportunities,  and  permit  their  the  Keighlcy  Institute.     But  there 

sons  to  continue  their  education  be-  is  one  simple   and   effectual   moans 

yond    the   elementary    stage.     Pro-  by  which  a  person  interested  in  such 

bably,    to   enable   any   considerable  social  reforms  may  inform   himself 

number  of  them  to  do  this,  some-  as  to  the  nature  and  value  of  this, 

thing  more  than  mere  remissions  of  Keighley     experiment.       Let     him 

fees   at  the  secondary  schools  must  communicate     with     either    of    the 

be   offered,  something   in  the  shape  hon.  secretaries  of  the  Institute,  ar.d 

of     Maintenance     Exhibitions,     like  let  him  visit  Keighley,  and  form  his 

the  Scotch  bursaries.     And,  in  clos-  own  opinion.     Let  him  go  over  the 

ing  this  account  of  the  opening  of  buildings  in  the  daytime,   visit  the 

the    Keighlcy    Trade    School,    it  is  Trade  School,  inquire  into, the  course 

worthy    of  record   that,    when    the  and     system    of    instruction    given 

elementary     schools     of     Keighley  there,  note  the  number  of  scholars 

were   invited  to   compete  for  these  of  all  social  classes  vrith  whom  its 

first  free  places,  the  president  of  the  benches  are  crowded,  and  the  zeal 

Institute,  hearing  from  the  elemen-  and   interest    with  which,  most    of 
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them  arc  working.  And  when  turer  down  to  the  mill  operative 
he  has  compared  what  ho  will  and  Trade  School  boy.  Let  him  see 
there  see  with  what  he  can  read  the  head-master  of  the  Trade  School 
about  the  old  Keighley  grammar  conducting  a  large  night-class  of 
school  in  the  9th  and  18th  volumes  artisans,  varying  in  age  from  18 
of  the  Reports  of  the  Schools  In-  to  40,  in  the  higher  rules  of  arith- 
quiry  Commissioners,  let  him  say  me  tic,  and  drafting  them  out  into 
whether  the  Endowed  Schools  Com-  the  science  classes  as  they  begin 
missioners  have  not  done  well  in  to  show  the  requisite  proficiency, 
trusting  the  promoters  of  this  Trade  Lastly,  let  him  observe  that  there 
School  with  part  of  Drake's  and  is  at  this  Institute,  irrespectively 
Tonson's  endowments.  Then  let  of  all  day-school  work,  a  nightly 
him  visit  the  Institute  again  in  the  attendance  of  nearly  400  young 
evening.  Let  him  attend  one  of  men  and  women,  nearly  all  of 
the  lectures  on  history,  literature,  whom  are  artisans,  and  who  are 
voyages  and  travels,  animal  physi-  all  in  search  of  intellectual  im- 
ology,  or  the  distribution  of  vege-  provement; — and  then  let  him  say 
table  and  animal  life,  which  are  whether  tho  enterprise  and  courage, 
given  to  working  men  in  the  great  tho  firm  faith  in  the  value  of  learn- 
lccture-hall  at  a  charge  of  3d.  a-  ing,  the  public  spirit  and  generosity 
piece ;  or  one  of  those  on  elemen-  of  the  men  of  this  Yorkshire  town, 
tary,  practical,  and  analytical  chem-  have  not  already  been  richly  re- 
istry  which  are  given  in  the  labora-  warded,  and  whether  their  example 
tory.  Let  him  attend  the  discussion  does  not  preach  to  many  other 
class,  and  hear  the  members  debat-  manufacturing  towns  of  England  to 
ing  such  questions  as  "  The  Utilisa-  go  and  do  likewise, 
tion  of  Sewage,"  "  The  Practicability  The  last  part  of  this  great  Keighley 
of  a  Permissive .  Bill,"  "  The  Rela-  experiment  is  not  yet  tested.  The 
tions  of  Capital  and  Labour."  Let  first  Endowed  Girls'  School,  estab- 
him  note  the  reading  and  conver-  lished  by  the  Commissioners  under 
sation  rooms  and  the  library,  well  Mr.  Forster's  Act,  has  just  been 
filled  with  subscribers.  Let  him  opened  in  Keighley.  The  gover- 
visit  the  school  of  art,  and  see  nors  have  appointed,  as  principal 
upwards  of  100  scholars  in  all  teacher,  a  lady  who  has  had  con- 
stages  of  instruction  in  drawing,  siderable  scholastic  experience ;  and 
painting,  and  designing.  Let  him  those  who  are  interested  in  improv- 
go  to  the  lecture-theatre,  and  see  ing  the  education  of  girls  will  not 
it  nearly  full  of  eager  students  of  fail  to  learn  much  from  tho  success 
all  ages  and  social  ranks,  from  the  or  failure  of  this  school  during  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  manufac-  next  ten  years. 
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THE    REASONABLE   FEARS    OF    THE    COUNTRY. 

The  signs  of  the  time  are  not'  examination,  yields  at  the  first  cha!- 
reassuring.  Everywhere  men  are  lenge.  For  the  answer  which  con- 
anxious  about  the  government  of  futes  it  is,  that  people  do  not  dis- 
the  country,  and  about  late  and  agree  as  to  the  evil  tendencies  of 
coming  legislation  ;  but  apprehcn-  any  one  movement  or  act,  but  there 
sion  has  not  yet  taken  definite  are  so  many  things  done  and  tole- 
shape ;  there  is  no  agreement  as  to  rated,  pointing  apparently  in  oppo- 
the  danger  that  is  most  imminent,  site  directions  though  all  are  danger- 
only  a  perplexing  fear  such  as  over-  ous,  that  every  objector  has  reason 
comes  the  animal  world  before  a  on  his  side,  though  every  one  may 
convulsion  of  nature.  From  some  not  give  prominence  to  the  same 
quarters  —  quarters  in  which  the  mischief.  The  complainants  do  not 
march  toward  anarchy  has  hitherto  contradict  each  other ;  for  unhappily 
been  regarded  with  complacence —  it  is  possible,  in  a  diseased  common- 
there  is  a  sound  of  sudden  fright,  as  wealth,  for  licence  and  despotism  to 
when  an  abyss  is  discovered  almost  coexist,  and  to  work  together  to 
beneath  the  feet  of  the  heedless  ad-  the  same  ends,  anarchy  and  ruin, 
venturer.  From  others  there  is  an  If  revolution  be  balked  by  any 
alarm  of  despotism  fejt  but  not  un-  appointed  safeguard,  tyranny  will 
derstood.  And  where  the  disposi-  step  in  and  sweep  the  barrier  away  : 
tion  to  look  forward  is  less  strong,  if  tyranny  excite  apprehension  or 
there  is  at  least  a  perception  of  pre-  rouse  opposition,  revolution,  which 
sent  derangement.  The  machinery  of  hopes  to  profit  by  it,  will  for  a  time 
government  seems  to  be  out  of  joint,  uphold  tyranny. 
A  dead-lock  is  avoided  by  only  some  We  say  again,  then,  and  we  defy 
desperate  wrench.  Damage  and  contradiction,  that  on  all  sides  there 
confusion  arc  evident  in  all  depart-  are  dissatisfaction  and  alarm ;  and  it 
ments  of  the  State.  will   not  be  difficult  to   show  that 

Some  glib  apologist  of  our  rulers  both  are  well  founded, 
may  say — possibly  has  said — that  The  displacement  of  the  reigning 
in  the  diversity  of  the  alarms  lies  the  family,  the  dismemberment  of  the 
proof  of  their  wisdom  and  modera-  empire  and  the  spoliation  of  pro- 
tion.  While  many  are  terrified  by  perty,  are  openly  and  strenuously 
the  prospect  of  despotic  rule,  many  recommended  to  large  bodies  of  the 
more  start  at  the  thought  of  all  rule  people.  The  attack  upon  property, 
and  all  law  being  defied  and  out-  it  might  have  been  foreseen,  would 
raged.  Hence  it  may  be  deduced  carry  consternation  to  the  minds  of 
that  administration  moves  in  a  dig-  all  who  have  much  to  lose ;  and  one 
nified  and  even  course ;  for  the  was  quite  prepared  to  find  it  fol- 
nervous  on  both  sides,  capable  of  lowed  by  a  note  of  disapproval  and 
regarding  things  in  only  one  light,  resistance.  But  the  attack  upon 
rush  to  the  extremes  of  the  balance  the  Royal  Family  and  on  the  form 
and  neutralise  each  other,  while  a  of  our  government,  being  aimed  at 
happy  equilibrium  remains  for  the  no  particular  class  or  interest,  was 
body  of  the  nation.  But  confidence  not  so  likely  to  provoke  active  op- 
inspired  through  such  an  argument  position,  however  much  the  nation 
as  this  would  be  very  false  confi-  might  condemn  at  heart,  as  we  know 
dence.     The  pretence  will  not  bear  it     did    condemn,    this    outrageous 
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proposition.  It  is  one  of  those  in-  would  have  beaten  in  unison  with 
decorous  subjects  which  respectable  those  of  the  Royal  Family ;  but  we 
men  cannot  discuss,  though  it  be  feel  sure  that  but  for  the  blustering 
to  refute  and  reprobate  them.  Only  about  a  republic,  our  sympathy 
indirectly  can  such  assaults  be  met,  would  have  been  less  demonstrative 
and,  till  some  fit  occasion  offer  for  though  not  less  sincere.  The  de- 
the  expression  of  proper  feeling,  the  monstration,  not  the  depth  of  the 
railcrs  have  all  the  talk  to  them-  feeling,  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
selves.  An  occasion,  however,  has  indignation,  doubt,  and  anxiety 
arisen,  and  the  nation  has  given  aroused  within  us  by  the  apostles  of 
voice  to  its  sentiments.  It  pleased  revolution,  but  hitherto  pent  up  in 
Providence  to  afflict  the  heir  to  the  our  breasts,  because  we  could  not  for 
throne,  the  personage  against  whoso  shame  reply  to  the  revolting  pro- 
birthright  the  wicked  schemes  were  posals.  Here  then  is  an  evidence 
directed,  with  a  grievous  malady  that  the  mind  of  the  country  is 
which  laid  him  on  what  seemed  to  in  a  state  of  unrest,  and  by-and-by 
be  the  bed  of  death.  There  was  we  wilt  charge  this,  as  we  will  all 
mourning  and  dismay  throughout  the  anxieties  which  beset  us,  on  the 
the  royal  house;  princes,  scared  by  real  authors  of  them.  But  we  have 
the  cruel  tidings,  hurried  to  the  more  to  say  about  the  anxieties 
chamber    of    mourning ;     over    the  themselves. 

sufferer  wept  the  gracious  stranger  It  is  not  only  a  change  in  the 
whom  England  has  taken  to  her  form  of  our  government  which  we 
heart;  the  young  Princess  against  have  been  obliged  to  hear  pro- 
whom  the  decree  of  widowhood  ap-  pounded ;  we  have  been  threatened, 
pcared  to  have  gone  forth :  and  over  too,  with  disintegration  of  the  em- 
him  bent  the  widowed  Sovereign,  pire,  and  a  flame  would  appear  to 
surely  stricken  already,  and  now  have  been  kindled  which,  as  wo 
bowing  the  head  beneath  another  cannot  hope  that  a  timid,  popularity- 
expected  arrow  of  the  Almighty,  hunting  Government  will  suppress 
But  the  august  mourners  were  it,  may  lead  us  into  the  horrors  of 
not  alone  in  their  distress.  The  civil  war.  The  cry  for  Home  Rule 
sound  of  their  wailing  went  out  over  has  been  once  more  raised  in  lre- 
the  whole  land,  casting  a  gloom  up-  land,  and  will  no  doubt  be  continued 
on  every  town,  every  village,  upon  until  it  shall  lead  to  wild  and  savage 
every  hearth  ;  and  from  cast  and  deeds.  Nay,  why  do  we  say  until  ? 
west,  and  north  and  south,  went  back  Is  not  Ireland  already  actively  dis- 
an  outpouring  of  sympathy  which  affected  and  bloocj-stained  ?  Hardly 
showed  that  the  heart  of  the  nation  a  day  passes  that  we  do  not  hear 
was  truly  .moved,  and  which  into  from  thence  of  murders  or  threat- 
those  chambers  of  affliction  must  cnings  to  murder ;  and  only  a  few 
have  brought  comfort  even  under  weeks  have  elapsed  since  a  murderer, 
the  shadow  of  death.  This  expres-  about  whose  guilt  there  could  not 
sion  of  loyalty  was  the  true  answer  be  the  smallest  doubt,  was  acquitted, 
to  the  assailants  of  the  Royal  Family  and  hailed  (because  he  was  a  mur- 
— this  genuine  condolence  of  the  derer)  with  the  congratulatory  accla- 
whole  people,  at  which  foreigners  mations  of  assembled  thousands, 
lifted  up  their  hands  in  utter  amaze-  while  his  counsel  described  this 
ment.  Now  we  believe  that  had  notable  failure  of  justice  as  a  great 
this  deep  affliction  been  attended  constitutional  triumph!  Bad,  how- 
by  a  different  combination  of  circum-  ever,  as  things  may  be,  it  is  certain 
stances,   the  hearts  of    the    nation  that  worse  are  intended.     We  may 
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expect  immediately  active  steps  to  the  deeds  and  the  agitation  to  which 
be  taken  for  the  separation  of  Ire-  we  pointed  above,  prove  or  fore- 
land from  the  rest  of  the  empire,  shadow  such  happy  result?  If  we 
and  we  may  expect  that  they  will  could  see  the  least  sign  of  improvc- 
be  accompanied  by  the  usual  terror-  ment  we  would  not  be  impatient  for 
ism  and  sedition.  It  is  true  that  the  thorough  cure.  But  the  signs 
we  have  the  asseveration  of  the  point  just  the  other  way.  Ireland 
Prime  Minister  that  separation  will  is  manifestly  going  from  bad  to 
not  be  allowed;  but  who  will  be  worse,  and  the  only  judgment  that 
reassured  by  this  ?  The  averment  can  be  formed  of  the  treatment  is, 
may  have  strictly  corresponded  with  that  it  has  been  irrational  and  inju- 
his  present  intention  and  convic-  rious.  No  admission  of  failure  can 
tions ;  but  do  we  not  know  that  ho  ever  be  expected  from  a  quack, 
can  slip  his  convictions  off  and  on  as  When  the  patient  is  failing  he  says, 
he  does  his  gloves,  making  them  en-  "  You  do  not  take  enough  of  my 
tirely  compatible  with  his  interests  ?  medicine ;"  and  after  the  patient 
The  present  disposition  of  so  versa-  has  died,  he  says,  "Ah!  he  should 
tile  a  politician  is  without  signifi-  have  taken  more  pills."  Cold  com- 
cance,  or  rather,  judging  by  what  is  fort  this,  though,  for  the  weeping 
known  of  his  natural  history,  it  may  survivors  ;  and  friends  who  have 
be  taken  as  an  earnest  that  he  will  any  discretion  will  dismiss  the  em- 
some  day  join  the  Home  Rule  move-  piric  before  it  comes  to  this.  There 
ment.  Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  see  are  means  enough  of  judging 
from  what  quarter  we  can  derive  any  whether  or  not  there  is  virtue  in 
comfort  concerning  Ireland ;  only  a  the  remedies,  after  a  reasonable 
dark  and  bloody  future  seems  to  open  trial,  and  none  can  be  excused  for 
for  it  And  this  after  all  the  vaunted  letting  himself  be  fooled  on  to  de- 
nostrums  which  amid  so  much  ex-  struction  by  specious  promises.  This 
citement  and  dissension  have  been  truth  is  no  doubt  felt,  and  it  will, 
administered  to  it  We  were  told,  by-and-by,  be  confessed,  by  those 
(were  we  not  ?)  that,  under  the  heal-  who  have  been  induced  to  support 
ing  treatment  of  the  present  Govern-  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government  by 
ment,  the  ills  of  Ireland,  now  for  the  belief  that  it  could  pacify  Ire- 
the  first  time  understood  and  ration-  land.  It  has  done  exactly  the  re- 
ally dealt  with,  would  disappear,  verse.*  Ireland  is  more  diseased 
and  all  would  be  harmony  and  peace  than  it  ever  was,  and  the  doubtful 
in  that  hitherto  distracted  land.     Do  issue  of  the  disorder  raises  another 


*  The  Marquess  of  Hartington,  when  addressing  his  constituents  at  Knighton,  in 
January,  said :  "They  had  been  told  by  their  opponents  that  their  policy  had  failed 
because  it  had  not  altogether  suppressed  disaffection,  and  in  some  places  agrarian 
crime,  and  also  that  there  had  lately  arisen  a  new  and  somewhat  noisy  agitation  which 
its  promoters  were  pleased  to  call  *  Home  Rule.*  He  denied  emphatically  that  the 
policy  of  the  Government  had  failed.  In  the  first  place,  some  little  limit  should  be 
granted  for  the  operation  of  the  remedial  measures  wnich  had  been  passed.  They 
could  not  expect  a  charm  to  supersede  the  application  of  the  spirit  of  justice  and  con- 
ciliation for  the  suppression  of  animosities  and  jealousies  which  had  existed  for  cen- 
turies. "  This,  if  it  means  anything,  is  an  admission  that  the  so-called  remedial 
measures  for  Ireland  have  been  followed  by  no  good  result  Against  these  visible 
proofs  of  failure  we  have  nothing  to  reassure  us  but  the  promises  and  assertions  of  the 
authors  of  the  measures — the  usual  quack's  assurance  while  he  is  killing  the  patient, 
44  Wait  and  take  more  medicine."  We  prefer  not  to  accept  the  promises  of  Minis- 
ters, but  to  judge  for  ourselves  from  the  three  years'  experience  we  have  had  of  Irish 
legislation. 
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of  those  anxieties  which  are  weigh-  with  Socialists,  Communists,  Inter- 
ing  like  nightmares  upon  the  heart  national  Leagues,  Workmen's  Asso- 
of  the  nation.  ciations,  Trades-unions,  and,  liberal 
Again,  a  league  widely  extended  though  he  may  call  himself,  starts 
throughout  Europe,  and  daily  gain-  back  amazed  at  the  sight  of  liberal- 
ing  strength,  is,  with  a  Stcntor'  voice,  ism  grown  to  its  natural  develop- 
menacing  all  property,  whether  it  ment,  wrought  out  to  its  inevitable 
be  in  land  or  in  commercial  or  end.  We  have  the  key  now  to  that 
manufacturing  capital.  It  surely  revulsion  of  feeling  which  took 
never  occurred  to  the  capitalists  and  place  among  our  fathers,  when  many 
financiers  who  any  time  within  who  had  been  cozened  by  specious 
these  last  forty  years  have  been  sup-  phrases  of  philanthropists  and  re- 
porting what  they  called  progress,  generators  were  suddenly  struck 
and  liberal  and  enlightened  legisla-  dumb  by  the  atrocities  of  the  first 
tion,  that  they  were  preparing  the  French  Revolution.  The  great  Plu- 
way  of  communism,  and  making  its  tocracy  is  confronted  by  the  great 
paths  straight.  And  yet  so  it  was.  Democracy,  and  cowers  before  the 
The  advantages  which  they  thought  apparition.  Again  we  note  a  large 
they  had  secured  for  themselves  at  class  on  whom  a  vague  panic  has 
the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  com-  seized. 

munity  they  were  to  possess  only  We  wish  to  do  more,  though,  than 

for  a  season,  while  a  ruder  power,  to    call    attention    to    these  many 

based    upon    terror    and    violence,  anxieties ;    we  desire  to  show  how 

should  be  gathering  its  forces  and  it  is  that  all  at  once  so  many  mon- 

gctting  ready  for  a  general  spolia-  sters  are  scaring  society.     There  are 

tion.     The  hideous  spectre  commun-  at  all  times  in  the  world  the  germs 

ism  has  reared  its  head,  and  is  glar-  of  such  maleficent  influences  ;  but  in 

ing  savagely  on  all  the  bonds  and  healthy  times  they  are,  by  the  robust 

institutions   which   hold   society  to-  arm    of  good  government,   and  the 

gether,  and  are    the    framework  of  moral  force  of  a  sound  community, 

nations.     The  laws  of    order  once  banished  to  the  outskirts  of  society, 

inverted  cannot  be  rectified  at  will,  where  in  darkness  and  squalor  they 

as  those  who  first  tamper  writh  them  plot  their  wickedness,  and,  amid  the 

always  imagine  that  they  can.     The  grinding  of    savage   teeth  and   the 

flood-gates  foolishly  opened  can  be  rolling  of  bloodshot  eyes,  they  yell 

closed  no  more  till  after  fierce  battle  out  to  the  bats  and  owls  their  de- 

and  victory.    Of  reckless  innovation  nunciations  of  order.     So    checked 

may  be  said  what  the  poet  wrote  of  and  repudiated   they  are  harmless, 

personified  Sin —  But  how  is  it  that  we  see  them  now 

all  advancing  boldly  into  daylight, 

*.     it  ,  ,     "StooP^O^tod"*  propounding  their  abominable  doc- 
Excelled  her  power;  the  gates  wide  open  •  .  r            , °    ..     .         ,,    . 

stood,  tnnes,  and  uttering  their  ominous 

That    with    extended    wings   a    bannered  threats  to  the  public  ear  ?     It  is  un- 

Underh°spread    ensigns    marching    might  questionably  the  weakness  and  the 

pass  through."  baseness  of  governments  which  have 

given   them  confidence;    and    their 

It  boots  not,   however,    for    our  prevalence  now  in  England   is  due 

present  purpose  to  retrace  the  steps  to  the  inefficient,  nay,  the  dangerous 

by  which  this  terror  has  grown  to  its  and  ruinous,  Ministry  that  for  three 

present  dimensions,  or  was  first  pro-  years  past  has  been,  unconsciously 

duced.     There  the   terror    is.     The  perhaps,  but  certainly,  assailing  or 

capitalist  finds  himself  face  to  face  undermining  every  rallying-place  of 


1872.]  The  Reasonable  Fears  of  the  Country.  231 

society,  every  stronghold  of  order,  justly  roused  the  public  indigna- 
We  say  that  the  whole  tenor  of  the  tion.  We  had'the  whole  year  1871 
present  Adminstration — their  acts,  left  barren  of  legislation,  except  for 
their  language,  their  tolerances  (and  a  measure  made  law,  not  by  the 
especially  those  of  the  Prime  Minis-  constitutional  operation  of  the  Legis- 
ter) — has  heedlessly  encouraged  the  lature,  but  by  the  arbitrary  act  of 
advocates  of  plunder  and  violence,  an  ill-advised  Minister.  Of  that?  act 
sedition  and  blasphemy,  and  of  every  we  shall  have  more  to  say  shortly ; 
design  hostile  to  [the  public  weal,  to  but  we  desire  to  note  now  how  the 
come  out  of  the  holes  where  they  whole  year  was  wasted  through  the 
have  been  slinking,  and  to  publish  inability  of  the  Government  to  sub- 
their  noxious  doctrines  in  the  ears  mit  to  Parliament  measures  which 
of  the  whole  people.  The  wounds  rational  men  could  hope  to  pass, 
which  the  Administration  has  in-  and  through  their  inability  to  con- 
flicted on  religion  ;  its  refusal  to  duct  with  any  prudence  or  tact  the 
suppress  riot,  outrage,  and  murder  few  measures  which,  but  for  that 
in  Ireland  in  1869  ;  Mr.  Gladstone's  inability,  a  subservient  majority 
fatherly  communications  with  Fin-  might  have  passed.  Can  any  one  yet 
len  and  his  rabble  ;  the  elevation  to  forget  the  abortive  miserable  scheme 
the  bench  of  a  ring-leader  in  a  noto-  that  was  brought  forward  for  raising 
rious  tumult ;  the  reluctance  at  all  a  revenue,  or  the  derision  with 
times  to  deal  with  bold  and  hardy  which  it  was  received  by  the  House 
mobs  ;  the  Prime  Minister's  quota-  of  Commons  and  the  country,  or  the 
tion  in  public  from  a  blasphemous,  ignominious  haste  with  which  it  was 
scurrilous  publication,  so  as  to  earn  smothered  by  its  dull  authors ;  or 
the  thanks  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh  for  ex-  the  aggravated  income-tax,  to  which, 
tending  the  sale  of  it :  these  are  but  in  sheer  despair  of  a  well-devised 
a  few  of  the  many  facts  which  prove  tax,  the  nation  was  obliged  to  sub- 
the  truth  of  what  we  say,  and  mit  ?  It  is  as  well  to  remember  all 
through  which  shelter  and  encour-  this ;  because,  unless  we  look  sharply 
agement  have  been  afforded  to  the  and  speedily  to  our  own  interests 
powers  of  mischief.  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament,   our 

We  ask   of    the  many   who  are  pockets  are  likely  to  be  again  ex- 

now    with   reason    alarmed,   not  to  perimented  on  by  the  same  financial 

passively  accept  our  explanation  of  dunces.     We    ought    not   to  forget 

their  uneasiness,  but  to  consider  for  either — as  it  is  a    specimen  of   the 

themselves  whether  the  troubles  be  candour  to  be  expected  from  a  highly 

not  traceable  to  the  cause  which  we  virtuous  Minister — the  line  of  argu- 

havc  pointed  out     It  is  best  to  re-  ment  resorted  to  by  Mr.  Gladstone 

cognise  this  connection,  as  every  re-  when  he  attemped  by  a  quirk  of 

fleeting    man   -must    inevitably    do,  logic    to   take   the    unhappy   words 

and  we  shall  not  be  long  in  devis-  about  England  going  to   war  with 

ing  a  remedy.  or  without  allies,  out  of  the  mouth 

So  far   we  have  called  attention  of  Mr.  Odo  Russell,  and  to  put  them 

only  to  the  fears  of  the  people  and  in   the  mouth   of    Prince   Bismark. 

the  causes   of  those  fears,  induced  It  was   quite  right  that  he  should 

to  that  course  by  the  scandals  which  feel   ashamed   of    the   figure   which 

have    been   crying    aloud,    through-  England  had  been  made  to   cut  in 

out  the  Christmas  season,  and  the  that  transaction ;  but  this  weak  at- 

early  days  of  the  year.     But  let  us  tempt  at  repudiation   only   showed 

turn  for  a  while  from  forebodings  how   indefensible  was   his  share  in 

and  look  at  past  doings  which  have  the  blunder,   and  only  caused  the 
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lip  of.  every   upright  man  to  curl  vice  which,  if  it  is  not  always  at- 

in  pity   of    the    convicted    sophist  tended  by  danger  and  wounds  and 

There  is  no  need  to  call  to  remem-  death,  leads  men   to   unhealthy  cli- 

brance  the  most  ill-judged  measure  mates,  necessitates  sudden  and  try- 

of  the  session,  the  Army  Regulation  ing  changes,  and  is  expensive  in  its 

Act.     It    will    be    remembered    for  moves,  its  dress,  and  its  living.     In 

mahy  a  year ;  first,  by  the  demands  a  few  years'  time,  when  many  of  the 

which   it  will  make  on  the  pockets  purchase  men  will  have  been  bought 

of  the  people  ;  and,  secondly,  by  its  out,  promotion  must  come  to  a  stand, 

having   been    the    occasion   of    Mr.  unless  it  be   stimulated  by  a  provi- 

Gladstone's  hitherto  most  audacious  sion   for   retirement   which   will   be 

exercise  of  despotic  power.     It  is  an  ruinous   to   the  nation.     The    pres- 

Act  of  which  the  mildest  remarks  tige  of    the    profession   having    de- 

that  can  truly  be  made  aie,  that  it  parted,  vulgar  aspirants,  finding  its 

was  uncalled  for,  that  it  is  hazardous  offices    open   to    them,   may   flatter 

in  the  extreme,  and  that  it  will  cer-  themselves  for   a   time  that,  preju- 

tainly   be   very   expensive.     It  will  dices    having     been    removed,     the 

be  but  small  consolation  by-and-by  country  has  at  length  become  sen- 

to   the  small  shopkeeper,   who  will  sible  of  their  merits  ;  but,  alas  1  they 

year   by  year  have  to  contribute  to  will  soon  find  (as  a  veteran  lately 

the  redemption  of  officers'  commis-  lost  to  us  t  foretold  that  they  would) 

sions,  that  he  has  got  rid  of  the  sys-  that  they  have  not  been  raised  in 

tern   of  purchase  ;   and   ho  is   very  the    world,   but   that  the  army   has 

likely,  as  he  unwillingly  hands  over  been   brought   down   to  their  level, 

his  small  earnings  to  the  tax-gather-  Nor  is  loss  of  tone  to  the  service  tho 

cr,  to  curse  the  cheap  Government  only  or  the  chief  evil  that  will  result 

which  beguiled  him  of   his   vote  as  We     conceive     that    the    discipline 

the  dearest  in  the  world.     But  there  was  principally  due  to  the  personal 

will  be  nothing  very  remarkable  in  influence   of   the   officers — no  other 

this.     It   is  only  what  always  hap-  influence  will  ever  subordinate  Eng- 

pens  after  a  cheap  Government  has  lishmen  ;    and   when   this    shall  bo 

made  a    successful  bid  for  power*  wholly   gone,    most   serious    results 

But   the   first   expense  of    redemp-  may  be  looked  for,  as  we  have  before 

tion  is  not  the  consequence  most  to  taken  occasion  to  show.  J     In  actual 

be   dreaded.     There    will    undoubt-  war  we  shall  no  doubt  for  high  pay 

cdly   be    entailed    upon    us,   before  get  people  to  fight  for  us,  but  we 

many   years    have    passed,    greater  question   whether  in  time  of  peace 

and   permanent   charges   for   super-  discipline  may  not  wholly  disappear, 

annua tions    and   for    increased   pay  It  is   not    beyond    possibility   that, 

while  officers  are  serving.     The  pre-  when  once  the  officers  arc  lowered 

sent   pittances   arc  so  contemptible,  as  a   class,  short-sighted  politicians 

that   none   but  gentlemen   of    inde-  may  think  fit  to  use  the  troops  for 

pendent  fortune  will   or  can  accept  political  purposes,  which  again  may 

them  as  the  adequate  wages  of  a  ser-  lead  to  the  aggregation  of  bands  of 

*  Mr.  Vernon  TIarcourt,  in  his  speech  at  Oxford  on  1st  January  1872,  after  stating 
that  the  present  Government  in  ita  lirst  years  of  office  had  reduced  the  public  expen- 
diture, by  live  millions,  went  on  to  say  :*'4  Things  are  not  so  satisfactory  now.  Wc 
came,  down  to  you  at  a  period  of  the  year  when  constituent*  are  particularly  sensi- 
tive on  hiieh  subjects  with  an  income-tax  increased  by  one-half,  and  with  the 
pi  >lic  expenditure  restored  to  a  sum  between  7'2  millions  and  73  millions." 

t  F.-M.  Sir  J.  Bunrovne 

X  Blackwood's  Magazine  for  March  1871,  art.     "  The  Sick  Annv  and  its  Doctors." 
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free  lances,  and  to  certain  control-  cably  made.  But  the  opposition 
lines  of  the  long  gown  by  arms,  proceeded  from  far  more  patriotic 
which  things  arc  not  favourable  to  feeling  than  Ministers  will  allow, 
liberty.  But  the  Act  is  in  force  and  the  objections  to  the  Act  arc 
now ;  what,  then,  is  the  use  of  going  as  strong  now  as  ever  they  were, 
over  all  those  objections  to  it  ?  The  Military  men,  almost  without  ex- 
use  is  this,  that  when  people  begin  to  ception,  while  resolving  and  en- 
perceive,  as  they  shortly  will,  perhaps  deavouring  to  make  the  best  of  what 
as  they  already  do,  the  great  blunder  is  inevitable,  speak  of  the  change 
that  has  been  committed,  they  may  with  much  misgiving  as  regards 
see  clearly  to  whom  they  owe  the  the  efficiency  of  our  future  army, 
difficulties  that  arc  coming  upon  and  with  something  very  like  dea- 
th em.  The  measure  was  snatched  pair  as  regards  the  tone,  social 
out  of  the  hands  of  Parliament:  it  standing,  and  fraternity  which  have 
became  law  contrary  to  the  opinion  hitherto  belonged  to  the  profession, 
and  wish  of  one  branch  of  the  Legis-  With  much  surprise  and  very 
Liture,  and  Ministers  are  to  the  full-  little  comfort  we  have  read  tho 
est  extent  responsible  for  it.  We  following  in  the  'Times'  of  Jan. 
observe  that  one  or  two  of  the  8th : — 
Ministerial  party  have  lately  been 
venturing  to  crow  feebly  over  what        "  Men  do  not  enter  the  army  to  moke* 

they  would  have  us  believe  to  be  a  ;noncv-  11Thov."re    f  "meted    by    the- 

J  T  ,.     ,        .I  ...  honourable  position  taken  at  onec   oni 

success.     In  particular,  the  ex-Min-  thcir  cntran<f0i  by  lho  0Crlainty  of  good. 

istcr  Mr.  Guilders  has  informed  his  fellowship,  and,  in  the  best   cases,  by 

constituents  at  Pontefract,  that  al-  the   prospect   of    an   adventurous    life 

though   the   Army   Act    was    vehe-  with   «^so.t  possibilities   in   tho  future.. 

.MAn*Kr      ^«/w,wi     ;™      ue     noco^n  Nor  does  the  pay  represent  more  than 

mently     opposed    m     its    passage  a      rt  of  thc  n*.tuai  ^  nt  ftdvfln. 

through  Parliament,  yet,  that  now  UXfres  offered  to  thc  youth  who  enters 
when  it  is  vn  fait  accompli,  every  the  army.  He  has  good  quarters  and. 
one  allows  it  to  be  a  most  just  and  coals  supplied  him  free  of  chanrc,  and 
useful  measure.  We  can  only  reply  f  soldier-servant.  In  his  mess-room  lie-  . 
.,  .  ,  ,.  xi  J  .  u  has  thc  use  of  plate  accumulated  by 
that  we  believe  the  measure  to  be  hl3  predecessors;  he  can  offer  t.»  any 
most  hazardous,  and  that  we  regard  friend,  at  a  trifling  cost,  agreeable  en- 
Mr.  Childers's  assertion  respecting  tcrtainment^  devised  and  perfected  by 
thc   opinion   of    the   public   as   one  others,  older  and  more  experienced  in 

.  t  au  J  «^o*    ;mn„/u.;+    A,r™.   m«/iA  society  than  himself  ;  and  he  is  brought 

of  the  most    impudent  ever  made.  into  £oro  or  ,ftsg  familiar  ns,o(.lttt?0n 

The  general  public  never  understood  Witn  men  whose  names  are,  or  will  bo,. 

much  about  the  purchase  question,  in  everybody's  mouth." 

and  cares  very  littlo  about  it   now. 

What  it  really*  feels  will   be  shown  This  is  the  picture  of  one  phase  of 

when  it  is  called  upon  to  pay  the  bill,  military  life  as  it  teas :  but,  thanks 

As  for  those  who   understand  the  to   the   'Times'   and  the  Ministers 

aim  of  the  Act,  we  know  of  no  one  whom    it    supports,   the    service  is 

who    looks    upon    it    without    the  shorn   of    all   the  captivations   that 

greatest    apprehension.       Had    the  were    more    alluring    than    money. 

opposition  to  it  proceeded  from  dis-  The  aspirant  for  military  service  is 

appointed  expectation,  or  from  irri-  forced  now  to  look  upon  the  money 

tation  at  the  interference  of  Parlia-  payment  as  the  only  equivalent  for 

went,  as  Mr.    Childers  would  have  the  life  he  may  devote  to  it. 

us  believe,   then  it    is  very  likely        Mr.  Cardwell  also  has  made  a  ten 

that    opinion    might    have    sobered  tative   speech  about  the  Act     His 

down  after  the  change  was  irrevo-  arguments  were  directed  against  the* 
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theory  of  a  system  of  purchase,  and  to  be  deaf  to  the  solicitations  of 
were  most  clearly  and  logically  ac-  men  who  have  votes  to  give,  or 
cumulated  to  a  triumphant  Q.  E.  1).  who  can  influence  votes?  We 
As  they  were  only  the  same  that  know  very  well  that  votes  arc  cx- 
we  have  heard  a  thousand  times,  eeedingly  valuable  at  times,  and 
and  as  we  have  not  the  least  wish  that  those  who  give  them  in  sup- 
to  refute  them,  if  that  were  possible,  port  of  Ministers  are  accustomed 
we  gladly  leave  to  the  right  honour-  to  ask  little  favours  of  the  men 
able  gentleman  his  rhetorical  tri-  in  office.  If  the  favour  so  asked 
umph,  without  dissecting  his  speech,  should  chance  to  be  promotion  for 
Hut  we  beg  to  remark,  that  the  relative  or  friends,  is  it  at  all  pro- 
question  has  been,  and  is,  not  bable  that  mere  desert  would  have 
whether  the  system  of  purchase  any  chance  against  claims  so  sup- 
was  an  admirable  or  desirable  one  ported  Y  Wo  have  not  a  hope  of 
in  theory,  but  whether  in  practice  promotion  in  the  future  being  kept 
it  was  safe  and  expedient  to  abolish  clear  of  the  influences  of  political 
it  in  the  violent  manner,  at  the  jobbery  and  personal  favour.  And 
great  expense,  and  with  the  entire  there  is  yet  another  point  which 
want  of  provision  for  consequences,  will  require  the  sharpest  watchful- 
that  have  marked  the  Ministerial  ness  of  the  nation,  it  is  much  to 
method  of  dealing  with  it.  It  is,  be  feared  that  Ministers,  trammelled 
moreover,  especially  desirable  that  by  their  notorious  boasts  about  re- 
attention  should  be  called  to  a  danger  duced  Army  Estimates,  will  try  to 
arising  out  of  this  measure,  which  screen  the  extravagance  of  which 
is  one  of  the  most  important  things  they  have  been  guilty  by  robbing 
connected  with  it,  although  not  us  of  some  of  the  necessary  means  of 
mentioned  in  Mr.  CardweH's  speech,  defence.  A  reduction  in  our  small 
We  allude  to  the  promised  new  provision  of  men  and  materiel-,  or 
method  of  promotion,  in  which  merit  in  the  accessories  which  are  requir- 
alone  is  to  obtain  a  preference,  ed  to  make  those  men  and  that 
Any  one  who  may  have  observed  ma  fir  let  effective,  should  be  most 
the  manner  in  which  brevet-pro-  jealously  prevented.  The  position  in 
motions  and  selections  for  special  which  Ministers  stand  with  regard 
appointments  have  been  hitherto  to  this  matter  is  most  danyerou*  to 
made,  will  not  expect  merit  to  be  the  country.  I 'opular  clamour,  often 
much  attended  to  when  the  regi-  inconsistent,  has  lately  demanded 
mental  promotion  of  the  whole  two  things  which  contradict  each 
army  shall  be  given  at  the  discre-  other,  and  Ministers  stand  pledged 
tion  of  a  Minister,  but  will  rather  to  indulge  it  in  both  desires.  It 
think  that  the  army,  up  to  the  pre-  has  demanded  abolition  of  the  pur- 
scnt  time,  has  been  supremely  for-  ("base  and  sale  of  commissions,  and 
tunate  in  having  a  system  of  regi-  it  has  demanded  a  reduction  of  army 
mental  promotion  with  which  poli-  expenditure.  The  demand  involv- 
tical  jobbery  could  not  largely  inter-  ing  expense  has  been  conceded,  and 
fere.  Henceforth  every  vacancy  in  the  problem  now  is  how  to  keep 
the  army  will  be  Idled  according  to  down  the  estimates.  That,  be  it 
the  will  of  a  Minister,  who  will  Ikj  remembered,  can  be  done  oiilv  bv 
himself  dependent  upon  the  votes  taking  from  the  defences  of  the 
of  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  country,  which  last  year  were  gene- 
retention  of  his  place.  Is  it  in  lm-  rally  admitted  to  be  insufficient. * 
man  nature  for  a  person  so  situated  The   attempt   may   not   Ikj  made  to 

*  Mr.  Vernon  Ilareourt,  in  a  letter  to  the  '  Times  *  of  Wth  January,  nays  that  he  would 
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disband  the  men  enlisted  last  year,  As    another    example    of    what 
or  to  send  the  guns  to  rust  in  the  cheap  government  leads   to,  let  us 
marshes ;   but  it  is  very  likely  in-  cite  the  condition  of  the  Admiralty 
deed  that  som6  expenditure  essential  and  Navy ;  and,  as  the  case  which 
to  the  wellbeing  of  the  army,  and  has  horrified  the  people  more  than 
the   withholding  of    which  will  be  any  other,  let  us  speak  of  the  loss               \ 
keenly   felt    hereafter,   though    the  of    H.M.S.   Megaera,    of    which  wc 
effect  may  not  be  immediately  per-  gave  an   account  last  month.     We 
ceptible  to  non  -  professional  eyes,  invite  every  honest,  every  humane 
will  be  attempted,  and  we  shall  be  man  in  the  kingdom,  to  join  in  de- 
rendered  liable  in  case  of  attack  to  nouncing     this     frightful     noyade.             ' 
lose  all  that  we  have.     It  does  not  More  than  three    hundred    of    our 
matter  how   the  reduction  may  be  people  sent  to  cross  the  great  ocean                •. 
made,  whether  by  leaving  the  troops  in  an  iron  ship  whose  bottom  plates 
without  necessary  barracks  or  stores,  could  be  bent  like  a  sheet  of   tin, 
by  reducing  pay,   by  imposing    an  and  were  corroded  with  rust  in  va- 
unreasonable  amount  of   work,   by  rious  places,  so  that  a  push  from  a 
denying  adequate  pensions  to  worn-  man's  finger  could  open  her  hull  and 
oat  servants, — all  or  any  of  these  bring  the  sea  in !     If  this  had  hap- 
must  ultimately  cripple  us ;  and,  as  pened  through  carelessness  and  in- 
we  said  before,  the  greatest  vigilance  attention  it  would  have  been  a  bad 
should  be  used  to  prevent  parsimony  enough  case,  but  the  culpability  is 
of    this  kind.      We    have  got  the  fifty    times    greater    than    neglect 
Army  Act  now,   moro's  the  pity !  The  Megaera  might  have  been  known 
and  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  to  be  unseaworthy  if   the  passion 
we  should  face  the  consequences  of  for  economy  had  not  obscured  per- 
it  like  men,  not  attempting  to  emas-  ception,  and  years  ago  she  was  placed 
culate    the    substance    because    we  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  troop- 
have  been   tempted  to  run  after  a  ships,  to  be  employed  on  only  short 
shadow,  but  paying  philosophically  voyages;    therefore   it  was  with  a 
for  our  whistle  that  we  have  chosen  blindness  much  to  bo  regretted  that 
to  purchase  at  so  enormous  a  price,  these  three  hundred  and  odd  victims 
and  not  adding  to  our  loss  by  rob-  were  put  into  her  and  desired  to 
bing  the  service  of    its   essentials,  take    her  to  Australia.     An  exam- 
Mr.  Cardwell  promised  to  put  the  ination  of  the  ship  or  of  her  records, 
War  Department  in  such  order  that  a  consideration  for  the  sailors  and 
panics  should  be  impossible  in  the  the  stores  on  board,  equal  to  what 
future.     We  shall  see  how  he  keeps  was  shown  for  economy,  would  have 
his  word.      If    alarm  were    to    be  prevented  this  world-wide   scandal, 
caused  just  now,  our  position  would  We  speak  with  horror  of  the  scut- 
not   bo   enviable.      With  the  army  tling  of  ships  by  pirates  and  of  tho 
divorced  from  its  old  traditions  and  drownings  of  the   first  French  Rc- 
cxpectations — with  the  bonds  which  volution ;   but  really,  if  we  regard 
held    it  together    rudely   severed —  "the  results  alone,  negligence  or  want 
with  the  War  Office  in  a  state  of  of  judgment  in  this  case  has  boen  as 
chaos, — we  should  have  some  reason  hurtful  as  the  crimes  of  the  corsair 
to  remember  Mr.  Cardwell  if  danger  or  the  revolutionists.      The  unfor- 
did  threaten.  tunate  mariners  were  exposed  to  this 

have  the  estimates  reduced  arbitrarily  to  a  stated  low  sum,  and,  to  effect  this,  give 
up  "efficiency"  altogether.  This  is,  at  any  rate,  a  plain  and  honest  announcement, 
which  we  can  understand,  if  we  cannot  a«?rcc  with  It.  The  cant  about  "  economy 
and  efficiency  M  is  what  wc  cannot  away  with.    It  is  mere  delusion. 
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hazard  because  Mr.  Gladstone's  ter.  It  seems  that  the  marines  were 
Government  is  a  cheap  Government,  all  sheltered  in  a  hut  by  themselves, 
and  by  hook  or  by  crook  must  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
make  a  show  of  what  it  calls  eco-  might  in  the  long  evenings  have 
nomy.  When  it  suits  his  purpose  discoursed  to  them  by  the  hour, 
Mr.  Gladstone  can  be  very  unctuous  without  fear  of  contradiction  or 
about  his  u  own  flesh  and  blood ;"  unbelief,  of  muskets  and  rifles 
but  he  clearly  shows  that,  if  it  be  lying  hidden  in  enchanted  armour- 
his  own,  he  is  likely  to  do  as  he  ics,  and  waiting  the  summons  of 
will  with  it.  There  must,  how-  him,  the  great  wizard,  to  become 
ever,  be  hundreds  of  English  men  apparent  and  put  the  enemies  of 
and  of  English  women  who  are  England  to  confusion.  The  draw- 
truly  "  own  flesh  and  blood "  of  the  back  to  this  enjoyment  would  have 
men  whose  lives  were  so  hazarded ;  proceeded  from  the  neighbourhood 
and  there  must  bo  thousands  who  in  which  the  marines'  hut  was  sup- 
have  "own  flesh  and  blood"  by  ill  posed  to  be.  The  ground  below  it 
chance  in  her  Majesty's  Navy,  who  smoked  palpably,  and  the  floorstoncs 
are  liable  to  be  sent  out  any  day  to  were  so  hot  that  they  could  not  be 
perish,  unless  sound  and  seaworthy  touched  by  a  naked  finger  or  foot 
ships  shall  be  provided.  Let  In  short,  the  marines  believed  thpm- 
these,  if  they  really  care  for  their  selves  to  bo  in  a  very  uncanny  vicin- 
flesh  and  blood,  make  their  indigna-  ity  ;  so  that  while,  on  the  one  hand 
tion  heard  and  felt  before  more  sac-  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  might 
rifices  aro  sent  afloat.  Every  crew  have  expatiated  on  his  resources  to 
cannot  have  the  fortune  of  the  crew  an  infinitely  credulous  audience,  on 
of  the  Mcgaera — for  no  doubt  they  the  other  thero  would  have  been 
thought  it  good  fortune  to  be  half  danger  of  slipping  straight  through 
starved  on  a  barren  rock  when  the  into  Phlegethon,  caught  with  a  talo 
alternative  was  to  founder  in  a  rot-  for  the  marines  upon  his  tongue, 
ten  ship  ;  and  unless  the  people  take  There  would  be  no  employment  there 
this  matter  up  a  little  seriously,  they  for  Mr.  Guschcn's  profound  nautical 
will  never  have  much  peace  of  mind  knowledge,  but  he  would  bo  likely 
concerning  any  flesh  and  blood  of  to  learn  a  little  pity  for  poor  seamen ; 
theirs  which  may  be  on  the  ocean  Mr.  Lowe  might  propound  blunder- 
in  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  Crown,  ing  budgets  to  the  winds  and  waves 
For  our  own  part  we  could  wish  that  which  could  not  laugh  at  him ;  and 
the  miseries  which  befel  the  gallant  Mr.  Bruce  might  lament  that  his 
Captain  and  crew  of  the  Mogtera  great  legislative  and  administrative 
had  fallen  upon  some  of  the  right  talents  had  no  field  for  exercise 
honourable  and  honourable  skinflints  The  Lord  Chancellor  might,  with 
through  whose  fault  these  miseries  profit,  in  that  solitude  think  over 
wcro  caused.  Our  Premier  must  and  repent  of  his  unwarrantable  law- 
have  been  supremely  unhappy  in  appointments ;  and,  altogether,  the 
such  a  situation  as  St  Paul's  Island;  punishment  would  bo  well  merited 
There  was  not  a  tree  to  cut  down,  and  very  wholesome, 
unless  a  cabbage  run  to  seed  could  There  is,  indeed,  no  mean  or  hurt- 
be  so  styled — not  even  a  Upas-tree ;  ful  shift  to  which  Ministers  may 
and  as  for  his  one  other  accomplish-  not  be  driven  who  have  acceded  to 
inent,  Jack  would  tell  him  that  no  office  on  the  promise  of  doing  the 
commodity  was  at  such  a  discount  business  of  the  country  cheaply, 
there  as  u  jaw."  With  Mr.  Cardwell  They  must  know  well  when  they 
things  might  have  been  a  little  bet-  undertake  the  task — and  the  nation 
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ought  to  know  well,  if  experience  crowd  and  then  roasting  one  or  two 
can  teach  it — that  cheap  government  rural  butts,  so  as  put  the  rest  in 
of  a  great  country  for  any  length  of  good-humour,  and  perhaps  venturing 
time  is  impossible.  Boastful  esti-  on  a  facetious  allusion  to  his  last 
mates  may  bo  presented  for  a  year  successful  foray  in  that  market-place, 
or  two  by  simply  allowing  the  pub-  He  has  all  sorts  of  explanations  to 
lie  service  to  be  without  the  ncces-  ofTcr  of  any  little  disappointments 
sary  provision ;  but  this  is  only  which  his  last  visit  ma}'  have  cn- 
postponing  the  evil  day.  The  short-  tailed  ;  but  there  seems  to  be  a 
comings  are  soon  made  manifest,  general  understanding  that  this  is 
and  then  the  apparent  saving  has  to  mere  matter  of  form,  and  tolerable 
be  compensated  for  by  a  lavish  out-  only  for  the  sake  of  the  jokes,  and 
lay.  This  must  be  familiar  to  all  impertinence,  and  the  bold  romance 
who  have  studied  the  English  his-  by  which  it  is  distinguished.  His 
tory  of  the  last  two  centuries,  even  distress  at  the  perfidy  of  his  manu- 
superficially.  But  we  doubt  if  it  be  facturers,  who  have  made  princely 
want  of  knowledge  which  causes  the  fortunes  through  his  custom,  and 
deceit :  it  is  rather  a  passion  for  yet  on  one  recent  occasion  imposed 
cheap  dealing,  inveterate  in  the  articles  of  only  ordinary  quality  on 
nation,  and  so  dominant  that  an  his  good-nature ;  his  accounts  of 
inevitable  penalty  to  be  paid  in  the  vengeances,  personal  and  com- 
the  early  future  is  ineffectual  to  mercial,  which  ho  has  been  compel- 
check  or  control  it  Nominal  cheap-  led  to  take  in  consequence ;  his 
ness  is  perhaps  the  most  attractive  entire  rectification  of  defects,  and 
lure  that  can  be  held  out  to  John  attainment  of  absolute  perfection 
BulL  It  does  not  matter  how  or  in  this  last  assortment, — are  they 
where  it  may  bo  presented  to  him,  not  stamped  on  the  memories  of  all 
or  how  much  he  may  have  smarted  who  have  ever  stood  about  his  cart  ? 
from  it  before :  again  and  again  ho  and  do  not  the  coarse  jokes,  the  in- 
is  ready  to  take  the  bait.  If  the  suiting  personalities,  and  the  im- 
reader  happens  to  know  anything  of  perturbable  effrontery,  present  them- 
a  country  town,  he  must  have  some  selves  again  with  the  remembered 
acquaintance  with  a  periodical  visi-  sceno  ?  But  his  real  reliance  for 
tor  thereto,  calling  himself  Cheap  pardon  is  not  in  his  excuses  or  his 
John.  This  malefactor,  a  few  months  protestations;  it  is  his  cheap  deal- 
ago  probably,  made  a  hasty  retreat  ing  which  shall  procure  him  impu- 
from  the  place  under  cover  of  night  nity  for  the  past,  and  bring  him  in 
or  of  the  Sabbath-day,  leaving  be-  now  another  harvest  with  which  he 
hind  him  murmurs  and  indignation  will  go  away  rejoicing.  There  may 
and  threatenings,  to  encounter  which  be  a  difficulty  about  his  first  sale ; 
would  not  have  been  good  for  his  but  he  knows  how  to  overcome  that ; 
health.  But  he  has  calculated  with  and,  having  broken  the  ice,  he  goes 
instinctive  accuracy  the  period  by  on  selling.  The  market  people  and 
which  the  cheap  mania  will  have  re-  rustics  spreading  into  the  town  parade 
Kumed  its  ascendancy  in  the  burgher  their  bargains  to  their  acquaintances, 
and  bumpkin  minds,  and  there  he  is  and  thereupon  artificers,  with  aprons 
again  on  the  front  of  the  cart  "  as  wound  round  their  waists,  and  petty 
bold  as  brass,'1  as  some  of  his  former  dealers  with  undried  ink  in  thoir 
victims  are  likely  to  put  it,  parading  pens  behind  their  cars,  run  once 
his  novelties,  narrating  his  wonder-  more  to  the  cart  of  the  wonderful 
ful  adventures  since  last  visit,  in-  merchant,  to  be  gulled  for  the  twen- 
stinctively  distinguishing  among  the  tieth  time.     Before  concluding  this 
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illustration,  wo  would  wish  to  make  which  he  pocketed  were,  if  possible, 
mention    of    one    specimen    of    the  more  worthless  than  those  of  ordi- 
Cheap  John  kind,  rather  out  of  the  nary  Johns ;  but  strange  to  say,  al- 
common   run,    who    once    or    twice  though  there  was  much  disappoint- 
came   under  our    notice.      He   was  ment  there  was  not  very  hot  indig- 
not    at   all    of    the    ordinary   type,  nation.      So    excellent    a    man,   the 
Impudent  of  course  he  was,  and  of  people   said,    would  never  willingly 
an    unbounded  flux  of  words  with  have    imposed    on    them — he  must 
scant   moaning;    but,  for  the   jolly,  himself    have    been   imposed   upon, 
jesting,    saucy    quality    usually    so  If  he   had   been  a  rogue  he  would 
essential   to   this    business,    he  had  have*  covered  his  knavery  by  audac- 
none  of  it.     On  the  contrary,  at  his  ity  and  banter ;  but  instead  of  doing 
first  appearance  he  was  seen  to  he  this  he  had  been  singularly  candid 
of  a  sour  elongated  visage,  with  only  and  confiding,  and  laid  open  to  them 
serious      remarks,     entreating     the  all  the  thoughts  of  his  innocent  bos- 
people   to   believe  in  him  for   their  om.     Indeed  there  were  many  who, 
own   sakes — not   for   his.     lie   was  although    they    had    no    particular 
not  as  other  Cheap  Johns  are;  but  wish  to  deal  with  him  again,  yet  ex- 
contrariwisc,  he  came  to  deliver  his  pressed  a  desire  to  see  and  hear  this 
brethren  from  the  manujuvres  of  all  remarkable  ('heap  John  once  moro. 
profane    (.'heap    Johns.      Ho     com-  Well,  he  came  after  some  time,  and 
menced    proceedings    by    singing  a  such  a  fuss  there  was  all  through  the 
hymn ;    and,    instead   of    the    usual  place,  when    it  became  known  that 
banter  and   amusing  anecdotes,  ex-  the  serious  Cheap  John  was  in  the 
horted  everybody  to  lead  an  honest  market    again.       Half    the    popula- 
and  religious  life  as  he  did;  and  he  tion    turned   out,  and    people   who, 
made    such    a    long-winded    speech  in    an    ordinary   way,    would    have 
about    the     parish    church    (which  thought   that  they  imperilled  them- 
coidd  be   seen  from  where  his  cart  selves    greatly    hy     listening     to   a 
stood),    and   about   the   indissoluble  vagabond     hawker,     struggled      for 
obligations  of  the  whole  community  places  among  his  audience.     There 
to   it,    that  the   countrymen    began  was  a  murmur,  almost  a   cheer,   of 
to   get    tired,    and    some   of    them,  recognition,  when  the  sanctimonious 
especially    the    Dissenters,    made   a  visage    appeared    from    behind    the 
move   as   if   to  leave  the  assembly,  curtains  of  the  cart ;  and  the  hush 
He     whistled     them     back,      how-  was  remarkable  when  the  man    bo- 
cver,  and   took  a   great  harvest  of  gan  to  talk,  as  he  did  in  half  a  se- 
inoney,   for  they  all  thought  him  a  cond,  and  kept  it  going  too.     Some 
most  excellent  and  trustworthy  man.  of    the    hearers   had    brought   thoir 
He  was  so  thoroughly  in  earnest,  they  hymn-books,    and   were   rather  dis- 
kept  saying — and  so  he  was.     It  is  composed    when    they   found    there 
in  our  recollection,  too,  that  he  had  was    to    be    no    singing    this    time. 
with  him  an  ass  of  a  brother,  who.  Much    more    were   they    disturbed 
when  he  retired  into  the  cart  to  re-  when   the   opening   address,  though 
fresh  or  to  rest  his  jaws  for  a  minute  as  little  as  ever  approaching  to  livc- 
(for  he  did  talk  at  a  wonderful  rate),  liness,  yet  took  quite  an  unexpected 
would    come    out    and    sound    his  turn.      The   Church   on   whose   bc- 
praiscs,   making  such  impious  com-  half  he  had  been  formerly  so  fluent, 
parisons  to  recommend  him,  that  we  he  now   pointed   at   with    reproach, 
dare   not  write   down   the  shocking  abused  it  frightfully,  but  solemnly, 
sayings.     The  articles  which  he  left  and,  after  a  while,  he  said  the  best 
behind  in  exchange  for  the  money  thing  they  could  do  would  be  to  pull 
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it  down,  and  he  offered  to  lead  the  at-  smouldering  for  some  time  now  began 
tack  upon  it.  The  Dissenters  present,  to  break  forth.  The  Cheap  John 
and  persons  who  were  on  the  consta-  laid  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and 
bles'  list,  cheered  this  lustily  ;  but  the  protested  as  before  ;  but  his  tricks 
more  respectable  portion  of  the  by-  were  getting  stale,  and  men  began 
standcrs  were  completely  puzzled,  to  use  their  own  judgments  again ; 
They  still  felt  sure  from  his  manner  the  murmurs  grew  to  a  clamour  and 
that  he  couldn't  mean  any  harm —  the  clamour  to  a  tumult  in  which  the 
and  he  was  ho  earnest ;  and  yet  this  virtuous  hawker  and  his  cart  were 
was  queer  doctrine,  and  unlike  his  not  much  respected ;  and  really  the 
former  advice,  lie  told  them,  how-  end  of  the  affair  was  so  grave  a  mat- 
ever,  that  he  wished  for  no  conceal-  ter,  that  wo  don't  like  to  proceed  and 
raents,  that  he  never  did  anything  say  what  was  the  fate  of  that  spc- 
wrong,  and,  however  strange  his  cious  character."  That  by  the  way. 
sentiments  might  appear,  he  must  We  were  lead  to  the  mention  of 
not  be  judged  as  another  man  in  sim-  the  chapmen,  that  we  might  show 
ilar  circumstances  would.  Then  he  how  universal  in  this  country  is  the 
called  them  his  dear  brothers,  and  passion  for  cheapness  irrespectively 
with  the  utmost  frankness  showed  of  quality.  John  Bull  may  be  caught 
them  his  whole  heart  His  affec-  again  and  again  by  means  of  it  Tt 
tion  for  the  Church  had,  ho  said,  is  one  of  the  weak  points  in  his 
damaged  his  business  greatly,  and  character.  But  though  it  may  be 
he  had  long  seen  that  the  other  only  natural  for  Cheap  Johns  and 
line  was  the  one  for  making  money,  their  like  to  profit  by  this  infirmity, 
This  consideration  would  never  what  shall  wo  say  when  educated 
have  changed  him,  of  course,  but  men,  who  well  know  what  they  are 
by  a  coincidence  his  convictions  had  doing,  and  the  mischiefs  they  are 
gone  quite  round  the  circle,  and  were  entailing,  condescend  to  play  on  it 
now  pointing  right  against  their  old  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  office  V 
direction.  This  was  the  reward  of  Surely  resort  to  so  paltry  a  device 
integrity,  because  he  could  now,  should  shut  off  confidence,  and  in- 
without  bruising  his  conscience,  vito  the  severest  scrutiny  of  their 
drive  a  prosperous  business.  And  every  other  act.  The  duty  of  a 
he  laid  bare  his  heart  to  them  again,  governor  is,  not  to  rule  the  people- 
and  began  to  pick  up  their  money,  by  encouraging  the  lowest  and  least 
But  as  he  went  on  selling,  he  dropped  commendable  of  their  propensities, 
some  remarks  about  horse  -  racing  but  to  lead  their  minds  to  the  pur- 
which  did  not  take  well;  and  suit  of  nobler  things,  so  that  the 
with  all  his  cleverness  they  could  spirit  of  the  nation  may  be  elevated 
perceive  that  he  prevaricated  un-  and  not  debased.  Now  let  any  man 
scrupulously  and  that  he  was  not  consider  the  course  taken  by  Mr. 
at  all  particular  about  keeping  with-  Gladstone's  Government — its  deal- 
in  the  law  in  his  dealings  when  he  ings  with  Russia  and  America  on 
got  a  chance  of  breaking  it.  To-  the  one  hand,  and  its  tampering 
wards  evening  he  consummated  his  with  our  yenchant  for  cheapness  on 
disfavour  by  repeating  (still  with  the  other — and  he  cannot  fail  to 
his  severe  look  and  unctuous  man-  understand  in  what  direction  the 
ner)  a  passage  from  a  ribald  song,  national  mind  is  being  led. 
the  scandal  of  the  whole  neighbour-  It  was  said  above  that  encourage- 
hood,  and  composed  and  published  ment  to  licence,  and  despotic  acts, 
by  the  greatest  reprobate  in  it.  The  arc  sometimes  found  working  to- 
alarm   and  wrath  which  had  been  gcther  when    the    State    is    in    an 
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unhealthy  condition.  And  wo  are  public  safety  in  comparison  of  Mr. 
all  witnesses  of  the  truth  of  this  liladstonc's  self-esteem  ? 
proposition.  Last  summer,  while  The  ground  on  which  the  un- 
everything  was  inclining;  to  that  scrupulous  Minister  hoped  that  this 
contempt  for  law  and  order  which  conduct  would  be  condoned  was, 
has  been  so  scandalously  exhibited  undoubtedly,  that  he  had  erred  for 
in  the  autumn  and  winter,  we  were  the  purpose  of  revolutionising  one 
startled  by  the  most  despotic  act  of  our  institutions,  and  was  there- 
that  has  been  committed  since  the  fore  entitled  to  the  protection  of  re- 
days  of  the  Stuarts.  A  measure  to  volutionists.  Hut  we  have  yet  to 
which  the  attention  of  Parliament  sec  whether  there  be  not  in  the 
had  been  directed  in  a  speech  from  heart  of  the  country,  if  not  on  its 
the  Throne,  and  which  had  been  surface,  a  respect  for  order  and  for' 
introduced  to  the  Legislature  by  right  which  will  resent  this  brutqm' 
Ministers  themselves,  was  suddenly  method  of  removing  constitutional 
snatched  from  the  cognisance  of  the  impediments,  and  teach  the  experi- 
lcgislative  bodies,  and  made  illegal  mentalists  that  the  constituted  powers 
law  by  a  violent  act  of  prerogative,  of  the  State  are  superior  to  the  will 
The  ordinary  course  of  legislation  of  any  placeman.  And  the  lesson 
was  too  slow  for  a  Minister  made  is  urgently  required  ;  for,  as  jf  to 
desperate  by  a  series  of  failures  ex-  show  us  that  the  treatment  of  the 
tending  over  a  session,  and  unable  Army  Hill  was  no  exceptional  pro- 
to  control  his  temper  or  to  refrain  ceoding,  we  have  lately  been  favour- 
from  an  abuse  of  power  which  could  ed  with  another  exhibition  of  the 
soothe  his  vanity.  The  strait  he  was  Premier's  wilfulness,  and  his  disre- 
in  is  nothing  to  us.  What  we  have  gard  for  even  a  law  made  at  the  in- 
to look  at  is  the  audacious  inroad  stance  of  his  own  administration, 
on  the  Constitution,  which  for  the  We  allude  to  the  well-known  scan- 
paltriest  of  objects  was  thus  unhesi-  dal,  condemned  by  all  parties,  con- 
tatingly  made.  The  House  of  Lords  nected  with  the  promotion  of  Sir  K. 
did  not  move  fast  enough  with  the  Collier.  It  is  not  a  question  the 
Army  Kill  to  satisfy  the  impatient  merits  of  which  we  need  argue,  for 
Minister,  and  so  he  himself  disposed  there  are  hardly  two  opinions  as  to 
of  the  Kill  by  a  Koyal  Warrant,  its  being  wrong ;  and,  to  take  away 
This  very  important  Kill  required  all  ground  for  cavil,  there  is  on  record 
more  and  deep  consideration,  the  the  protest,  on  strictly  legal  grounds, 
result  of  which  might  have  been  to  of  the  Chief  -Justice  of  Kngland 
show  that  it  was  very  imperfect,  against  this  most  ill-advised  act. 
and  required  to  be  recast.  Such  a  Hut  it  is  one  which  we  cite  in  proof 
proof  would  have  amounted  to  an  of  the  recklessness  of  the  Minister 
imputation  on  Mr.  Gladstone's  ability,  who,  for  an  object  of  very  infe- 
and  must  be  averted  at  all  hazards,  rior  importance,  was  ready  to  insult 
What  was  the   Constitution   or  the  the  law  and  to  brave  opinion.*     Jt 

*  We  should  not  have  ventured  to  write  the  words  which  we  are  about  to  quote,  lest 
they  hliouhl  b"  set  down  to  the  extravagance  of  party  rancour.  But  a-  they  have  be.cn 
used  by  a  prominent  Liberal  organ,  the  London  '  Kxaininer'  of  loth  January,  it  i*  ex- 
pected that  they  will  be,  considered  no  Htrongcr  than  the  occasion  calls  for. — "Tliii* 
seems  to  be  the  unhappy  fate  of  Mr.  Gladstone' »  Government.  Its  political  h'uisIiuvc 
been  m>  gratuitous  uud,  until  they  were  committed,  so  Mi-angcly  improbable,  that  in 
a  more  theological  age.  they  would  have  been  explained  by  Mipraiiuuidaiic,  if  not 
by  diabolical  agency."  Testimonial*  like  thin,  warm  but  not  fulsome,  must  amply 
compensate  for  any  little  reproach  of  ineonM-tcncy  which  Mr.  Glad-tone  may  have 
incurred  by  turning  his  eoul  in  favour  of  the  Radical  party. 
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would  bo  rash  to  predict  how  the  his  acts,  or  the  sources  of  his  power, 

reckoning  will  end ;  but  if  ever  there  Pitt  was  known  to  have  the  highest 

can  be  a  time  when  a  defence  of  the  regard  for  the  Constitution  and  laws  ; 

laws  and  of  the  Constitution  by  the  he  could  therefore  be  safely  trusted 

whole  body  of  the  nation  is  neces-  with   the  exercise  of  great  power, 

sary — if  ever  the  maxim,  "obstaprin-  He  was  a  Minister  who,  in  a  time 

cipiis,"  is  applicable  in  public  affairs  when  order  and  justice  were  threat- 

— .this  is  the  season.     Wc  have  seen  ened  as  they  are  now  ;    when  dis- 

what  Mr.  Gladstone  will  do  if  he  can,  loyalty  to  the  reigning  family  and 

and  what  he  can  do  if  wc  allow  him.  the  wish    to    dismember  the  State 

He  will   use  his   power  so  jnjudi-  were  known  to  be  widely  spread- 

ciously  as  to  bring  about  our  sub-  ing,  and  when  the  countenance  of  a 

jugation  under  the  tyranny  of  demo-  powerful  Minister  was  all  that  was 

cracy,  and  he  will  derive  his  power  necessary  to  make  them  burst  forth 

from   the  ignorant  and  unreflecting  and   deluge  the  country   in  blood ; 

masses.     How  far  will  this  state  of  when    religion    was    assailed  as  it 

things  be  from  Napoleonism  ?    This  now  is,  and  when  a  Jacobin  rabble 

may  be  a  startling  way  of  putting  the  was  glaring  with    greedy  eyes  on 

case ;  but  let  any  one  reflect  on  the  the    property    of    the    kingdom, — 

situation,  and  he  will  see  that  the  took  a  prominent    part — but  what 

Minister,  if  supported  at  all  in  his  a  part !     Did  ho  coquet  with  sodi- 

presumptuous  acts,   (which  Heaven  tion,  and   violence,   and   revolution, 

forefend  !)    will    be    supported    by  and   infidelity  \      Did   he   even  tol- 

those  who  will    demand    hereafter  crate  the  evil  spirits  of   his  time  ? 

from  him  as  the  price  of  their  pro-  No  ;  he  placed  himself  at  the  head 

tection  to  have  order,  property,  and  of  the  party  of  "order,   fought  the 

decency  placed  at  their  mercy.     It  battle    of    the    Constitution,    stood 

is  not  a  crisis  calling  for  party  action;  up  for  the  empire  and  its  honour, 

it  is  an  occasion  demanding  a  great  and  finally  "  weathered  the  storm, 

national  effort — a  time  when  all  to  and  brought  Great    Britain   trium- 

whom  justice  and  the  power  of  the  phantly  through.      He  in   no   case 

law  are  dear  must  set  themselves  in  sacrificed  to   his  own  vanity  or  to 

array  against  the  lawless   and   tho  petty   ambitions.     He  favoured  no 

wielders  of  brute  force.    To  condemn  faction — he    profited  by    no    incitc- 

Mr.   Gladstone  will  be  to  vindicate  ment  of  class  against  class,  far  less 

the  majesty  of   the  law ;  and  they  did  he  seek  to  set  tho  branches  of 

who    regard    our    social    well  being,  tho  Legislature  at  variance  to  favour 

who  desire  to  enjoy  in  peace  what  his   own  aims.     If   the  validity  of 

they  possess,  who  caro  for  the  integ-  his  power  were  questioned,  he  could 

rity  and  dignity  of  the  State,  are  in  point    to    the  pillars   of    it  in   tho 

duty  bound  to  evince  their  severe  Sovereign  on  the  throne,  and  in  the 

displeasure.  three    estates    of    the    realm— ^  the 

We  have  heard  it  suggested  that  Lords  spiritual,  the  Lords  temporal, 

Mr.   Gladstone  is  ambitious  of  dis-  and   the   Commons — and   say,    that 

playing    an    uncontrolled  will  that  of  each  and  all  ho  was  tho  trusted 

he  may   be  as  great  as  Mr.    Pitt,  and  tho  chosen  champion.     There  is 

and  that  that  is  why  he  is  ready  to  not  an  approach  to  parallelism  in  the 

forget     every     discreet     considora-  cases ;  and  they  who  desire  to  say 

tion  for  the  acquisition  of  arbitrary  pleasant    things  to  Mr.    Gladstone 

power.      People    who    talk  in   this  had  best  keep  very  silent  about  Mr. 

way   can   know  very   little  of   Mr.  Pitt,  tho  memory  of  whose  patriotic 

Pitt,   his  principles,   his  situation  ;  career  must  be  the  very  keenest  re- 
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proach  to  the  time-serving,  incon-  which  will  arise  in  and  out  of  Par- 
sistcnt  politician  who  is  now  experi-  liument  by  reason  of  it  ?  Dare 
menting  with  our  liberties.  they  deal  decidedly  with  the  Ultra- 
Long  immunity,  safe  passages  montane  party,  either  by  joining 
through  many  and  great  dangers,  hands  with  or  opposing  it  V  and 
are  apt  to  create  a  dangerous  con-  if  they  dare  not  do  cither,  how  will 
fidence.  We  have  escaped  so  many  they  guard  themselves  against  at- 
times  that  we  are  prone  to  believe  tack  from  that  quarter  ?  AVhe.ii 
in  some  natural  law  prescribing  our  Mr.  Miall  shall  assail  the  Church, 
safety,  and  to  rest  supinely  under  or  when  Mr.  Potter  or  some  less 
the  conviction  that  *'  it  will  all  come  scrupulous  memter  shall  demand 
right.'1  Many  who  agree  as  to  the  that  tfie  rights  of  the  British  work- 
correctness  of  all  we  say,  will  never-  men  as  against  property  shall  be 
thcless  make  but  small  effort  to  avert  considered  paramount,  how  will 
the  danger,  trusting  rather  to  oft-  they  maintain  the  tranquillity  for 
tried  fortune.  Such  persons  we  which  they  would  seem  to  be 
would  remind  that  there  can  be  no  anxious  ?  Above  all,  how  will  they 
sound  reliance  save  in  ourselves  ;  satisfy  their  quondam  followers 
that  though  the  stability  of  our  in-  about  the  American  entanglement ? 
stitutions  was  sufficient  to  resist  for-  That  alone,  we  should  think,  would 
mcr  attacks,  yet  these  institutions  murder  sleep  for  the  session.  The 
have  been  weakened  by  even  victo-  tempers  of  honourable  Radical  mem- 
ry ;  that  it  is  the  institutions  them-  hers  will  not  be  sweetened  by  rc- 
selves,  our  passive  fortifications,  nicmhcring  that  they  have  been 
which  are  now  threatened,  and  that  induced  to  discount  the  Ministerial 
only  active  defence  can  save  them,  drafts  on  their  approbation.  This 
Above  all,  we  would  impress  on  all  notable  manunivrc  which  was  to 
who  say  u  Let  be,"  that  in  former  establish  Mr.  <  J  lads  tone's  reputation 
dangers  the  (iovcrnment  has  been  as  a  diplomatist,  and  convict  all  that 
allied  with  the  State  against  revo-  ever  went  before  him  of  being  blun- 
lution.  The  present  circumstances  derers  and  profane  brawlers,  how  will 
differ  materially  from  anv  that  have  it  be  regarded,  now  that  its  results 
gone  before.  The  coming  meeting  are  beginning  to  be  appreciated  ? 
of  Parliament*  should  be  regarded  Among  the  party  which  Mr.  fibul- 
as a  most  momentous  occasion.  Not  stone  assumes  to  lead  arc  many 
only  has  the  nation  to  demand  an  members  whose  political  lives  arc 
account  of  so  many  things  that  have  devoted  to  saving  the  public  money  ; 
been  done ;  it  has  to  scan  narrowly  there  are  others,  again,  whose  great 
the  things  that  are  to  be  done  or  aim  is,  by  any  and  by  all  means, 
proposed.  Ministers  in  their  few  to  preserve  peace ;  and  we  cannot 
and  feeble  winter  utterances  have  help  hoping,  against  evidence,  that 
been  hinting  obscurely  at  repose,  some  few  of  his  supporters  have  a 
and  a  pause  in  active  legislation,  regard  for  the  honour  of  England. 
This  may  possibly  be  only  a  blind  It  will  have,  more  than  dawned 
to  cover  some  signal  innovation,  upon  these  gentlemen  by  the  time 
But  if  it  be  a  candid  intimation,  Parliament  meets,  that  no  course 
it  is  of  no  value.  The  choice  could  have  more  completely  dis- 
between  action  and  inaction  docs  credited  their  arguments  or  battled 
not  rest  with  Ministers.  If  they  their  endeavours  than  that  which, 
will  not  move,  their  masters  will,  in  his  arrogant  imbecility,  Mr.  (Jlad- 
(,'an  Ministers  suppress  the  agitation  stone  ostentatiously  followed.  That 
for    Home    Kule,   and    the    storms  Irishman  who   bored  into   a   barrel 
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of  gunpowder  with  a  red-hot  poker,  indictment  against  Great  Britain  is 
thinking  to  draw  forth  refreshing  so  .dishonouring  that  to  have  to 
whisky,  did  not  commit  a  greater  or  answer  and  disprove  the  charges  be- 
more  fatal  blunder.  His  eminently  fore  the  face  of  Europe  is  the  lowest 
conciliatory  advances  were  at  once  humiliation.  Certainly  Mr.  Glad- 
to  penetrate  to  the  supposed  soft  stone  looked  for  a  very  different  re- 
part  of  the  American  nature,  dissi-  suit ;  but  this  is  only  another  way 
pate  all  doubt  as  to  our  affability  of  saying  that  Mr.  Gladstone  did 
and  friendliness,  conjure  up  on  the  not,  and  would  not,  understand  the 
instant  an  overflowing  brotherly  people  whom  he  attempted  to  soften 
response,  and  so  the  misunder-  by  courteous  and  submissive  treat- 
standings  of  a  century  would  be  ment — that  he  proceeded  on  theories 
healed  by  one  judicious  master-  of  his  own  which  are  at  variance 
stroke.  Henceforth  the  two  races  with  the  teachings  of  experience — 
would  know  only  the  honourable  con-  and  that  he  is  unfit  to  be  trusted 
tention  as  to  which  should  yield  most  with  functions  whose  exercise  do- 
to  the  other  as  brethren  to  brethren,  mands  practical  knowledge  of  man- 
The  result  was  inevitable ;  it  only  kind.  We  are  far  from  saying  that 
required  that  on  one  side  or  other  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  law  of 
there  should  be  sufficient  greatness  kindness,  or  that  there  is  no  power 
of  mind  to  begin  the  game  of  bene-  in  moderation  and  courtesy ;  we  ad- 
fits.  That  greatness  of  mind  was  mit  that  it  is  well  to  agree  with 
in  Mr.  Gladstone.  Glorying  in  the  your  adversary  quickly.  But  we 
abasement,  down  went  that  acute  know,  although  Mr.  Gladstone  does 
quell er  of  human  passions  into  the  not,  that  discrimination  is  necessary 
mire,  dragging  with  him  the  repu-  in  applying  these  laws  and  maxims, 
tation  of  his  country.  Wc  can  and  that  they  are  not  intended  for 
magine  the  silent  convulsive  laugh-  undistinguishing  general  use.  The 
ter  which  must  have  stirred  the  same  highest  authority  which  pre- 
Yankee  vitals  when  this  idiotic  scribes  charity  and  forbearance,  cau- 
sacrifice  was  proposed  and  accepted,  tions  also  the  peaceably  disposed 
What  had  been  a  farce  before,  a  against  wasting,  and  worse  than 
delusion  kept  up  for  use  in  domestic  wasting,  their  good  offices.  There 
politics,  was  now  made  a  reality,  a  are  some  creatures  before  which  wo 
terrible  engine  of  offence,  and  the  are  expressly  told  not  to  cast  our 
handle  was  obligingly  placed  in  pearls,  under  a  penalty  of  which 
American  hands.  Hero  was  not  Mr.  Gladstone  perhaps  at  length 
only  voluntary  abasement,  but  an  understands  the  meaning  —  ulest 
invitation  to  insult,  to  defame,  and  they  turn  again  and  rend  you." 
to  sue  Great  Britain  a  discretion.  There  were  many  who  perceived 
Now  though  we  have  not  the  the  extreme  indiscretion  of  sending 
slightest  fear  that  this  country  will  the  Commission  to  Washington,  and 
pay  the  extortionate  demand  of  who  foresaw  and  foretold  the  result 
America,  yet  our  refusal  to  pay,  or  of  it ;  but  these,  of  course,  were 
(o  continue  the  negotiations,  will  overborne  by  Mr.  Gladstone  and 
leave  us  in  regard  to  the  payment  his  blind  supporters.  Now  that 
in  a  very  much  worse  position  than  it  is  too  late  to  mend  the  matter, 
we  were  in  before  the  Commission  his  supporters  will  probably  be  no 
went  to  Washington ;  and  as  to  longer  blind.  They  cannot  undo 
moral  results,  the  amount  of  obloquy  the  mischief  that  has  been  done, 
and  insult  contained  in  what  has  but  they  may  take  such  order  that 
been  properly  termed  the  American  folly  of   the  kind  shall  not  bo  re- 
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pcated.  The  President  of  the  Com-  suggested  that,  if  Spain  were  to  de- 
mission, who  has  been  paid  .in  mand  from  us  Gibraltar,  or  if  a 
advance  for  doing  his  country  a  Continental  nation  were  to  interfere 
grievous  injury,  should  surely  have  with  a  view  of  liberating  Ireland, 
some  adjunct  to  his  title,  that  his  as  France  liberated  Italy,  wo  never 
descendants  and  ours  may  know  for  could  or  would  allow  such  demand 
what  eminent  service  ho  was  pro-  or  interference  to  be  dealt  with  by 
moted:  the  addition  of  the  words  arbitration,  but  should  stand  for 
"of  Washington "  would  effect  this;  our  rights,  and  keep  the  peninsula 
and  we  wish  that  some  statesman  and  the  island  as  we  got  them — by 
would  propose  it  the  sword. 

The  above  ars  the  arguments  and  Secondly,  indefinite  claims  are 
observations  on  tnis  subject  which  unsuitable  for  reference  to  arbitra- 
are  to  bo  heard  daily  from  reflecting  lion.  No  man  and  no  body  of 
persons  of  all  classes ;  but  as  we  are  men  in  the  possession  of  a  sound 
disparaging  a  mode  of  action  which  judgment  would  allow  a  court  of 
has  been  plausibly,  though  err  one-  arbitration  to  be  competent  to  will 
ously,  recommended  as  being  the  away  the  whole,  or  a  very  largo  por- 
Keed  of  charity  and  peace,  we  will  tion  of  his  or  their  worldly  posses- 
speak  briefly  of  its  aspect  in  the  sions  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  a 
light  of  international  maxims  and  claimant  The  magnitude,  the  vital 
practice,  not  trusting  to  our  own  character  of  such  unbounded  ref- 
knowlcdgo  and  reasoning,  but  lean-  erenccs  would  make  them  in  the 
ing  on  an  authority  of  eminence.  highest  degree  inexpedient     It  is  a 

There    are    in   our   dispute  with  different  thing  when  the  dispute  has 

America,  two  qualities  which  unfit  been    nan-owed    to   within    certain 

the  subject  for  arbitration.      These  limits,  when  a  scale  and  scope  for 

are,  first,  the  matter ;  second,  the  in-  the  award    has    been   prearranged, 

definite  interest  involved.  and  when  the  extreme  concession  re- 

The  matter  in  dispute — our  con-  quired  for  the  satisfaction  of  either 

duct  as  a  neutral  nation  during  the  party  has  been  ascertained.     Then, 

civil  war  in  America — nearly  touches  perhaps — it    being    really  of    more 

our  honour,  which  ought  to  be   in  consequence  tliat  the  dispute  should 

our  own   keeping.      To   allow,  not  terminate    than    by  what  composi- 

our  acts  only,  but  our  sentiments  tion  of   minor  differences  it  should 

and  motives,  to  be  examined  from  be  terminated — arbitration  may  be 

different  points  of  view ;   to  answer  resorted   to  with  good  effect      But 

as  culprits  for  proceedings  such  as  how    remote    from    this    condition 

every  nation  of  spirit  claims  to  con-  was  our  disagreement  with  America, 

duct  according  to  its  own  sense  of  when  we  proceed  to   submit  it  to 

fitness ;    to  consent  to  pay  damages,  arbitration  I     We  had  no  clear  idea 

according  to  the  award  of  arbitrators,  — indeed  we  had  not  any  idea— of 

for  a  wrong  which  was  not  rccog-  what  America  might   think   proper 

niscd  as  a  wrong  when  the  circum-  to  demand,  and  we  had  come  to  no 

stances  occurred, — so  to   act  must  conclusion  as  to  the  extent  to  which 

create  a  loss  of  self-respect,  and  a  we  would    comply.      Hut  in  utter 

lowering  of  the  respect    of    other  ignorance  whether    the    contention 

nations.     The  case  is  comparable  to  would    be    for  millions  or  tens  of 

that  of  an  individual  who  should  al-  millions,   or  hundreds  of    millions, 

low  his  life,  his  limbs,  or  his  liberty  we    unwarily  placed  ourselves    or 

— his  natural  rights — to  be  the  sub-  were  placed  by  our  Government,  in 

ject  of    arbitration.     It    has    been  the  hands  of  a  court  of  arbitration. 
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It  may  safely  be  said  that  with  the  a  quiet  one.  It  is  quite  intelligible 
knowledge  which  we  now  have  of  that  after  so  much  misdirected  labour 
the  American  demands  we  should  the  Government  may  desire  tran- 
never  have  referred  them.  And  if  quillity ;  but,  if  that  be  their  aim, 
this  be  so,  there  is  proof  that  the  they  would  appear  to  have  effectu- 
conscnt  to  arbitrate  before  that  ally  shut  themselves  from  it  Those 
knowledge  was  acquired  was  un-  who  wish  for  peace  should  not  scat- 
warrantable,  ter  dragons1  teeth  in  every  direction. 

Again,    as    arbitrators    are    but  We  anticipate   that  the  reckoning 

human   beings,  it  is  desirable  that  with  the  Radical  party  will  be  any- 

there  should  be  some  appeal  against  thing  but  a  short,  or  agreeable,  or 

.  their  award,  in  case  of  either  party  fraternal  operation.     And  we  flatter 

having  reason  to  doubt  the  equity  ourselves,  too,  that  reproaches  and 

or  the  good  faith  of  it.     But  what  recriminations  from  their  followers 

appeal  have  we,  except  that  which  will  not  be  all  the  warfare  that  the 

arbitration  was  intended  to  obviate  ?  Government  must  prepare  for.  There 

And    then    it    is    perplexing    that  are  signs    that,    in   this  dangerous 

Great  Britain,  coming  into  court  on  crisis,  the  Conservative  opposition 

the  one  side  as  a  nation,  meets  not  contemplates  an    active    campaign, 

a  nation  on  the  other  side,  but  a  Recent  speeches  of  some  Opposition 

number  of  separate  claimants.    This  leaders   seem  to  indicate  that  they 

is  a  sacrifice  both  of  dignity  and  of  are  arming  for  battle,  and,  foremost 

convenience.  among  these,  the   oration  of  Lord 

Apart  from  the  international  dif-  Derby  at  Liverpool  is  full  of  pre- 
ference, there  is  a  fact  which  we  mise.  This  statesman  has  been  so 
oaght  not,  and  probably  shall  not  reticent  and  so  dispassionate  in  time 
wish,  to  forget  It  is  an  awkward  past,  he  is  so  little  given  to  make  an 
fact,  and  it  is  this — namely,  that  unmeaning  outcry,  that  when  he  is 
our  present  Prime  Minister,  who  outspoken  and  earnest  we  may  fairly 
arranged  this  arbitration,  was  among  expect  his  acts  to  at  least  second 
the  most  premature  and  injudicious  his  words.  We  rejoice  to  find  how 
partisans  of  the  American  rebels,  alive  he  is  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
as  they  are  now  called,  whom  he  dangers  which  impend,  and  to  the 
rashly  declared  to  have  become  a  necessity  for  vigorously  providing 
separate  nation.  He  is  thus  doubly  against  them.  His  appearance  at 
and  trebly  bound  to  see  that  the  this  moment  as  a  Conservative  lead- 
country  is  unharmed  by  the  irritat-  er  is  a  potent  encouragement  to  the 
ing  speeches  of  its  enfans  terriblea  ;  party  of  order ;  and  it  is  with  plea- 
but,  as  the  extrication  seems  to  be  sure  that  we  recognise  the  attitude 
as  puerile  and  unfortunate  a  busi-  in  which  ho  has  placed  himself,  and 
ness  as  the  original  error,  our  case  the  views  which  he  has  expressed 
will  soon  be  desperate,  unless  we  concerning  all  the  troubles  which 
place  it  in  trustworthy  hands.  overhang  us.     We  concur  with  all 

Wo     have    not    mentioned    the  that  he  said  against  the  hasty  ac- 

Budgct,  nor  tho  probable  resistance  cession  of  Conservatives  to  office, 

that  will  be  made  to  the  attack  on  and  in  proof  that  the  business  of 

the  Universities,  in  the  list  of  dif-  good  citizens  just  now  is  to  with- 

ficulties  that  await  Ministers ;  but  stand  revolution,    the    dismember- 

we  have  shown  that  without  these  ment  of  the  empire,  and  irreligion. 

there  are    sufficient   clouds  in  the  Good  work  like  this  may  be  per- 

sky    to    make    it    very    doubtful  formed  from  cither  side  of  the  House, 

whether  the  session  of  1872  may  be  Indeed  we  think  that,  while  things 
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a  great  apostle  of  Liberalism,  one  attack    upon  the  Government,   but 

who  all  his  life  lias  wrought  and  who  will   be  left  to  raise  a  voice 

suffered  in    the    democratic  cause,  in  its  behalf. 

who  has  given  his  youth  and  his  We  may  hope,  then,  that  the 
manhood  to  the  culture  of  Radicalism,  Ministers'  dream  of  peace  will  be 
discovering  in  his  old  age  the  real  interpreted  in  its  contrary,  according 
nature  of  his  divinity.  Revolution  to  the  proverb.  They  may  be  fain 
has  lifted  her  veil,  like  the  pro-  to  stay  their  hands,  possibly,  from 
phet  of  Khorassan,  and  the  '*  love  doing  more  mischief  immediately ; 
to  hatred  turned,"  the  furies  that  but  surely  they  will  be  brought  to 
liave  got  possession  of  Mr.  Roe-  account  for  the  ills  that  they  have 
buck,  are  for  the  tragic  poet  to  already  made  us  suffer.  Their  ar- 
portray.  We  cannot  deal  with  the  raignment  before  the  country  will 
sentiment  in  this  case  any  more  than  be  a  good  preparation  for  the  next 
in  that  of  Mr.  Horsman ;  we  can  election.  It  will  be  seen  in  what 
only  trust  that  Mr.  Roebuck  will  perilous  hands  our  destinies  have 
come  to  a  satisfactory  arrangement  been  placed,  and  we  shall  probably 
with  his  conscience  concerning  his  gain  much  more  than  a  mere  tern- 
share  in  the  production  of  the  evils  porary  deposition  of  a  Government, 
which  he  now  denounces  with  the  We  shall  demonstrate  that  Mr. 
enthusiasm  of  one  recently  en  light-  Gladstone  and  his  Cabinet  arc  in- 
ened.  But  it  is  strictly  within  our  capable  of  governing  the  country ; 
province  to  note  the  assent,  not  and  so  not  only  gain  relief  from 
extorted,  but  loud  and  willing,  which  present  evils,  but  provide  against 
the  opinions  and  forebodings  ex-  our  peace,  our  Constitution,  and  our 
pressed  often  by  us  arc  now  receiv-  liberties  being  experimented  with 
ing  from  men  who  have  hitherto  in  the  future.  A  year  ago  we  took 
fought  against  us.  The  audiences  occasion  to  say  that  before  long  it 
of  Mr.  Roebuck  and  Mr.  Horsman  would  be  proclaimed  from  the  house- 
seem  to  have  felt  exactly  as  those  tops  that  Mr.  Gladstone  is  a  failure, 
gentlemen  did,  and  their  disposi-  The  events  of  the  interval  have 
tion  gives  evidence  that  the  coun-  shown  that  we  did  not  speak  with- 
try  is  fast  waking  up.  A  little  out  reason ;  and  by  all  the  signs 
more  of  this  and  the  question  observable,  the  fulfilment  of  the 
will    be,    not    who    shall    lead    an  prophecy  is  not  far  off. 
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A    TRUE    REFORMER.—  PART    I. 

CHAPTER   I. — THE   ENGLISH    MAIL. 

As  wc  pass  along  the  road  of  life,  event    which    brought    about    the  * 
some  of    the    most  trivial  circum-  change  in  mj  fortunes  having  hap- 
stances  that  have  happened  to  us  pened  some  weeks  before, 
become  printed  on  our  memory,  and  Wc  were  resting,  a  party  of  five, . 
this  apparently  quite  by  chance —  under    the    shade  of    a    clump    of 
at  any  rate  without  our  being  able  acacia-trees  in  the  lowlands  border- 
to  account  for  the  reason  why  wo  ing  the  great  river,  one  or  two  l.rfng 
should  be  able  to  recollect  them  so  at  length,  tho%others  leaning  on  their 
vividly   while   forgetting    so    much  elbows,  all  smoking,  with  the  air  of 
that  is  more  important.     Some  pass-  men  who  had  earned  a  cigar  and  the  - 
ing  remark  made  by  a  brother  or  breakfast  of  which  some  turbaned 
sister  as  we  sat  when  children  talk-  servants  a  few  yards  off  were  clear- 
ing by  the  evening  tiro,  years  and  ing  away  the  fragments.      A  little 
years  ago,  or*tho  chance  observa-  further  off  some  grooms  with  cloths 
tion  of   some  visitor  at  the  house,  round  their  waists  for  clothing  were 
neither  wise  nor  witty,  these  mot-  rubbing  down  the  samo  number  of 
ley  records  of  past  life  are  ticketed  horses  with  that  hissing  accompani- 
off  as  if  by  random  to  be  indelibly  ment  supposed  to    be  soothing  to  • 
branded  on  the  memory,  while  whole  these  animals  in  all  climes,   while 
years  of  events  are  but  indistinctly  as  many   more  fresh   steeds   stood 
blurred  upon  it,  and  the  very  names  picketed  by  ;  the  nature  of  our  oc- 
and  faces  of  later  acquaintances  have  cupation  was  further  explained  by 
passed  away  out  of  remembrance.  a  bundle  of  spears  resting  against  a 

It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  I  tree,  and  in  the  background  the  car- 
have  a  very  vivid  recollection  of  a  cass  of  a  boar,  with  a  cluster  of  vil- 
scene  which  occurred  at  the  turning-  lagers  sitting  by  it,  passing  a  hookah 
point  of    my    life,    although   quite  of  primitive  form  round  for  each  to  • 
without  any  influence  over  it,  the  take  a  pull  in  turn. 
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44  Yes,"  said  Middloton,  adjusting  we're  in  for  the  hot  weather,  and  no 

his   pith  helmet  for  a  pillow,    and  mistake.      It    strikes    me    that   we 

again   assuming  a  recumbent  posi-  ought  to  bring  our  brief  but  glorious 

tion,    with    his    hands    behind   his  campaign   to   a   conclusion.      We've 

head  to  soften  the  cushion,  and  his  done  enough  for  honour.     Thirteen 

two    knees    and   one    muddy   jack-  pigs  in  four  days  is  not  bad.'' 

boot  in  the  air,  u  that  last  pig  was  "  All  very  well  for  you  to  talk, 

game,  and  so  was  that  pie,  and  this  my  good  sir,"  said  Middloton,  ''with 

cup  would  have  been    cooler   if  it  a  six  months1  campaign  in  the  hills 

had    been    iced.      Blunt,    you   lazy  before  you  ;    but   think  of   us  poor 

fellow,  you're  not  half  a  caterer,  to  beggars  who  have  to  stop  behind  all 

bring   us    into    camp    without  any  the  hot  weather.     I'd  rather  be  out 

ice.''  here  in  a  tent  any  time,  hot  winds 

44 1   never  saw  such   a   fellow  as  or  no,   with  a  good  gallop   to  look 

Blunt,"    said   Wynne,    also    recum-  forward  to  every  morning,  than  be 

bent,   and  with  a  handerchief  over  stewing  all  day  in  a  stuffy  katcherry, 

his  face  to  keep  off  the  flies ;  44  no  listening  to  Ram  Buksh  &  Co.  per- 

green  peas  with  the  ducks  last  night,  juring  themselves  till  they  are  nearly 

and  no  ice  this  morning."  white  in  the   face.      You  ought  to 

44  Too   bad,"   chimed   in   Howell  ;  have   your   leave   stopped  for  your 

11  we  must  reprimand  Blunt  publicly  selfishness." 

.if  thw  sort  of  thing  occurs  again."  44  You  bloated  civilians  arc  never 

"  The  inefficiency  of  the  com-  satisfied,"  retorted  the  other  :  4k  do 
missu-nia-t  department  stands  ex-  you  want  to  be  paid  an  enormous 
plained,"  continued  Wynne,  "  when  salary  and  do  nothing  for  it  ?  Why 
we  know  tliat  young  Blunt  is  con-  should  you  grudge  us  poor  soldiers 
sidcrcd  rather  by  way  of  being  an  our  hard-earned  holiday  ?  Besides, 
ornament  to  that  branch  of  the  ser-  we're  of  no  use  if  we  do  stay.  Idle- 
vice.  Some  taie  ought  to  write  a  ness  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  my  good 
sensation  ])amp'hlcl :  The  Commis-  Middleton  ;  think  what  a  blessing 
sariat  unveiled,  or  how  Lieutenant  a  zealous  joint-magistrate  is  to  his 
Blunt  forgot  to  orekr  any  ice."  country,  and  you'll  find  virtue  will 

41  There's  no  pleasing  some  people,"  be  its  own  reward." 

retorted  the  good-tomi>ered  man  at-  "But    then    there's    West    here, 

tacked  ;    ul    do  all  tlve    work,  and  who  has  to  stop  behind  also  with- 

you  do  all  the  grumbling.     Perhaps  out  even  being  paid  for  it.     Have 

when  you've  all  done  talking  you'll  you  no  bowels  of   mcjcy  for  him, 

allow  me  to  explain  thai  I  gave  a  that  you  send  him  back   to  stable 

positive  order  for  twenty  pounds  of  duty   and   orderly-room    before   his 

ice  to  be  sent  out  every  night  with  time  *" 

the   bread.      I   daresay  the  runner  "At  any  rate,"  broke  in  Howell, 

has   stopped    on    the    way,   and   is  "  I  hope  if  we  arc  to  stay  out  much 

coming  up  with  the  tents."  longer  in  camp   that  we  shan't  be 

4t  Very    likely,   the  lazy  beggar,"  kept    without    our    letters    all    the 

said    Wynne;    uand    the    ice    will  time.     There  never  was  such  a  f  or- 

arrive  just  in  time  to  be  all  melted,  getful  follow  as  you  are,    Blunt,  to 

And   those   blessed   tents   ought  to  bring  us  out  into  camp  and  not  lay 

have  been  up  before  this.     Why,   I  a  proper  dawk  for  us." 

declare  it's  nearly  nine  o'clock,  and  4i  Wrong  again,"   said  the  imper- 

thc  hot  winds  setting  in  like  fury,  turbablc  Blunt;  44a  runner  was  to 

Pig-sticking  may  be  very  good  fun,  start  from  Sirdhana  last  night ;  and 

gentlemen,  which  1  don't  deny  ;  but  in  fact,"  he  added,  i4  if  some  gentle- 
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men  were  blessed  with   eves  they  the  news ;  but  there  doesn't  appear 

might  see  him  coming  now.  to  be  much    in   it.     Colonel    Tyke 

All  faces  were  turned   in  the  di-  has  moved  for  a  return  of  the  cost 

rection  indicated  by  Blunt's  cigar,  of  amalgamating  the  Indian  army, 

where,   a    few  hundred    yards    off,  distinguishing    the    proportion    due 

a  man  was   descried  coming    at  a  to  each  branch  of  the  service,  and 

shambling  run  along  the  village  path  taking  into  account  the  substitution 

over    the  plain,   a  long   stick  over  of  breeches  for  overalls,  as  well  as 

his  shoulder,  with  a  small  bundle  the  increased  revenue  derived  from 

at  the  end  of  it     He  was  soon  in  the  postage  on  soldiers'  letters.     Mr. 

front  of  our  party,  and  after  salaam-  Jawset  gives  notice  that  he  will  move 

ing,  squatted  down  on  his  haunches,  a  resolution  in  the  House  at  an  early 

and,  untying  his  bundle,  delivered  date  for  the  establishment  of  repre- 

the  contents   to  the  nearest  of  the  sentative  government  in  India  with 

recumbent  group.  equal  electoral  districts.     It  is  un- 

"  One   4  Englishman,'   four  4  Pion-  dcrstood  that  the  Secretary  of  State 

eers,'  lots  of  letters  for  those  who  for  India  is  engaged  upon  a  trea- 

don't   deserve  them,"  said  Wynne,  tise    on    differential    equations  and 

to  whom  the  office  of  sorter  had  fal-  the  quantification  of  the  predicate, 

len  ;  u  and,  I  do  declare,  here's  the  which  is  to  appear  in  monthly  parts 

English  mail  too."  in    the     '  Sunday    Story-Book.'     A 

"  A  dun  for  you,  West,"  said  pamphlet  has  appeared  which  is.gen- 
Howell,  passing  on  a  small  letter  to  erally  attributed  to  the  leader  of  the 
me,  the  red  wafer  on  which,  almost  Opposition,  to  prove  the  identity 
as  large  as  the  envelope,  told  its  own  of  interests  between  the  Conserva- 
talc.  I  did  not  need  to  open  the  tive  party  and  The  International, 
letter  to  know  that  the  manager  of  Mr.  Merrificld  has  addressed  the 
the  Bank  of  Central  India,  Limited,  electors  of  "Woolwich  at  a  public 
begs  to  inform  dear  sir  that  the  last  meeting.  In  a  speech  of  five  and  a 
monthly  instalment  on  his  loan  was  quarter  hours  he  explained  that  hre 
not  yet  paid,  and  that  "  his  faith-  sentiments  regarding  the  Irish  ques- 
fully"  requested  the  favour  of  an  tion  have  lately  undergone  some  mo- 
early  remittance.  The  missive  con-  difi cation,  and  now  announced  him- 
veyed  almost  as  accurate  informa-  self  as  in  favour  of  a  moderate 
tion  to  the  rest  of  the  company.  scheme  for  the  introduction  of  Home 

"  This  looks  like  another,"  added  Rule  into  that  country.     The  right 

Howell,  as   he  handed  mo  a  large  honourable    gentleman    added    that 

envelope  with  a  big   seal  and  the  it  was  also  open   to    consideration 

English      postmark.      "Retribution  whether   by   disbanding   our    army 

comes    fast  on    your  hoary  young  wo  might  not  induce  other  nations 

head,  old  West."  to  follow  our   example  of  forbear- 

"  West  has  got  the  lawyers  down  ance,  and  thus  inaugurate  a  system 
on  him  this  time,"  said  Middlcton ;  of  mutual  trust,  opening  the  way 
"at  any  rate  ho  finds  his  letter  very  for  a  reign  of  peace  and  goodwill  on 
interesting.  But  I  wish  the  Eng-  earth.  We  regret  to  announce  the 
lish  papers  had  come  on  as  well  as  death  of  Lieutenant  -  General  Sir 
the  letters.  I  believe  Blunt  has  Hector  Jones,  G.C.B.,  at  the  ad- 
been  in  league  with  that  confounded  vanced  age  of  86  years.  The  gal- 
posi  master,  who  keeps  them  back  lant  officer  now  deceased  belonged 
on  purpose."  to  the  Madras  establishment  of  the 

"Well,  here's  a 'Pioneer'  'extra,'"  East  India's  Company  forces,   and 

said  Wynne,  "with  a  summary  of  bore  a  distinguished  part  in  many 
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achievements  of  that  .army,  includ-  Every   one   understood    that    my 

ing   the   eelehrated   march  into  the  sudden  resolution  must  be   due   to 

Ceded  Districts  under  the  Collector  the   news   contained   in  my  English 

of  Canara,  and  the  campaign  against  letter,   and   the   announcement   was 

the  Polygars  of  Madura.     Well,  this  received  without  comment,  but  they 

is    interesting,    hut     brief.     Details  all  protected  against  my  starting  ofr 

in  our  next,  1  suppose  the  old  dauk  in  the  middle  of  the  day.     "You'll 

runner  would   say.     Hay,    old   gen-  bo  smothere  1  by  the  dust,  man,  not 

tlem:m  V"  to  mention    the  sun,"  said   Howell, 

The  old  peasant  thus  appealed  u  if  you  don't  wait  till  the  wind  goes 
to,  who  had  .remained  hitherto  down.  Resides,  you  can't  ride  one 
squatting  on  his  haunches  just  out-  horse  all  the  way.  Send  on  your 
side  our  circle,  raised  his  hands  fresh  horse  in  the  afternoon  half- 
be  fore  him  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  way,  and  ride  mine  for  the  first 
and  with  a  deprecating  smile  mut-  stage  out,  und  then  you  can  get  in 
tcred  a  remark  in  the  vernacular  to  to  the  station  well  before  dark." 
the  effect  that  Captain  Wynne  was  And  this  plan  seemed  too  good  not 
his   father   and   his  mother.      This  to  follow. 

interlude  reminded  our  caterer  Blunt  A    day    passed    during    the    hot 

that  the  courier  had  not  been  paid,  winds  in  a  small  tent  on  the  sandy 

so  his  bearer  was  summoned   from  banks  of  the  (Jangcs  is  never  likely 

thc.distancc  ;  and  the  ok}  man,  made  to   be  of   the  shortest,  but  on   this 

happy   with   eighteenpence,  or    six-  day   reading    and   sleep   were   alike 

pence   more   than    his   proper    fare,  impossible,  nor  could  1  even  sit  still ; 

made   his  salaam    to   the   company,  and  as  a  room  ten  feet  square  hardly 

and,  shouldering  his  stick,  set  off  to  admits    of    walking,    I    was    oblig- 

shamble  back  over  the  thirty  miles  ed  to  seek  the  best  shelter  I  could 

he  had  just  traversed.  in   the   plain    outside,   and   pace  up 

The  tents,  which  had  come  up  and  down  restlessly  through  the 
while  we  were  discussing  the  papers,  long  hours,  lint  even  the  longest 
were  now  pitched,  the  servants  had  day  must  come  to  an  end  ;  and  at 
got  our  dressing-things  ready,  and  five  o'clock,  when  the  horses  were 
the  water-carriers  stood  ready  with  saddled  for  the  evening's  sport,  I 
their  sheepskins  of  water  on  their  too  mounted  for  my  ride  to  canton- 
shoulders,  ready  to  pour  the  grate-  merits. 

ful  contents  over  their  masters  when  ki  I  did   not  like  to  disturb  von" 

divested  of  their  hunting-clothes.  said     Wynne,     who,     although     he 

u  Now     then,"     said     Middlcton,  shared  my  tent,  passed   the  day  in 

u  a  bath  and  a  nap   before   it  gets  Blunt' s,  "  but   I    saw  that   name  in 

too   hot   to   sleep,    and   let  us  have  the   list   of    deaths    in    the    English 

the   horses   ready  at   five.     It's   no  summary,   and   thought  you    might 

good     thinking     of     lunch    in    this  like  to  be  alone.     I   hope  it's  not  a 

roaring  hot  wind  Unit's  getting  up,  very  near  relative,  old  fellow  ;    but 

so  wo  shall  all   be  light  and   fresh  you   seemed    a    good    deal    cut   up 

for   another   shy   at   the    pigs    this  about  it." 

afternoon.     So,    Blunt,     mind    you  Had    I   then  been   acting    like  a 

let    us    have    a    good    dinner,    and  hypocrite  V   Tor  assuredly  grief  was 

while  we  are  asleep   you   might  as  not  among  the  emotions  which  pos- 

well  cool  some  soda-water."  sesscd  me.     It  teas  a  near  relation,  I 

I    then   announced  my    intention  replied,  but  we  had   not  been  inti- 

of  returning  at  once  to  Sirdhana.  mate.     It  was  not  this  had  startled 
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me  so  much  as  other  news  received  and  was  never  heard  of  afterwards, 
by  letter,  which  took  fne  away.  It  would  take  even  a  greater  change 
The  fact  was,  if  the  news  now  re-  of  life  or  fortunes  than  befell  me  to 
ceived  was  confirmed  by  subsequent  efface  the  sense  of  loss  their  deaths 
mails,  it  would  appear  that  I  should  have  caused.  For  although  our  in- 
benetit  very  largely  by  the  death  of  timacy  was  brought  about  more  by 
this  relation?  Would  he  take  an  the  chance  which  throws  people 
opportunity  of  mentioning  this  to  together  for  a  brief  season  in  that 
the  rest  of  the  part}7,  asking  them  land  of  change  ftnd  movement,  than 
not  to  let  it  go  farther  at  present,  by  any  special  affinity  of  taste,  who 
as  I  did  nqt  know  how  far  the  news  could  help  growing  to  like  such 
was  authentic.  And  wishing  them  men  as  these,  so  brave,  so  generous, 
all  good-bye  apd  good  sport,  T  rode  so  light-hearted,  two  of  them  at 
of?  Howell,  who  was  a  wag  in  a  least  so  clever?  Theirs,  too,  was 
mild  way,  and  fond  of  quoting  the  really  engaging  age,  when  the 
Pickwick,  shouting  out  from  a  dis-  selfishness  and  conceit  of  youth 
tance  and  stopping  me,  as  I  can-  have  worn  off,  and  before  we  get 
tered  away,  to  give  his  love  to  to  be  crusted  over  with  the  hard- 
Tuppy.  Except  Blunt,  I  never  ness  and  cynicism  of  middle  age. 
saw  any  of  them  again.  Middle-  And,  alas !  as  wo  grow  older,  the 
ton  sleeps  in  an  Indian  cemetery ;  capacity  for  forming  new  friend- 
Wynne  was  killed  two  years  later  ships  no  longer  remains  with  us. 
in  a  skirmish  on  the  frontier ;  We  cannot,  even  if  we  would,  fill 
Howell  was  a  passenger  in  a  steam-  up  the  ever-increasing  gaps  time 
er  which  left  Calcutta  for  Rangoon  makes  in  the  ranks  of  thoso  wo 
the  day  before  the  great  cyclone,  have  learned  to  love. 


CHAPTER   II. — OPENS    UP    A    NEW    SCHEME    OF    LIFE. 

The  contents  of  the  English  letter  ing  nephew — appointing   his  friend, 
had  indeed  been  sufficient  t>  startle  our   Mr.    Paterson,  executor  to   the 
and  excite ;  and  as  I  had  plenty  of  estate.     Mr.    Paterson  will    accord- 
leisure  to  read  it  over  and  over  again,  ingly  proceed  to  take  out  a  probate 
both  during  that  day  and  afterwards,  in   due    course,  as  well  as   to  tako 
I    can   even   now   give   its   contents  the  other  measures  necessary  under 
rerlmtim  from  memory.  '  It  ran  as  the  circumstances  ;   but  as   he  will 
follows: —  have  to  obtain   your   early  instruc- 
tions   on   various   points,    we   think 
41  (iiiA<  EcnriM.'ii  Street,  E.G.,  it  is  extremely   desirable  that  you 
"  Marvh  ViUi.  should  return   homo  as   quickly  as 

"Dear  Sir, — We    write     to    ap-  possible.     We   beg  to  add  that,  in 

prise  you  that  your  uncle,  Mr.  James  case    you    should  be  in   immediate 

West,    of   Old    Broad    Street,    and  want  of  funds,  we  have  instructed 

The  Retreat,  Twickenham,    died  at  the  Asiatic  Bank  to  authorise  their 

the  latter  place  on  Tuesday  last  the  Calcutta    branch    to     honour    your 

1 5th  instant,  of  bronchitis.     By  his  drafts  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred 

last  will,  dated  the  20th  November,  (£500)  pounds. 
Mr.  West  bequeathed  the  whole  of        "  Wo  write  in  haste  by  the  first 

his  property,  after  payment  of  cer-  outgoing    mail.     Mr.   Paterson    will 

tain  legacies,  to  you,  his  only  surviv-  communicate  further   particulars   in 
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due  course,   and  wc  will  therefore  ment  created    by  this    news ;    but 

merely   add   that  )'our   late   uncle's  even  this  exercise,  and  the  succeed- 

property     consists     principally     of  ing  bath  and  dinner,  did  not  suffice 

house   property  near    Twickenham,  for  the   purpose.     The  cantonment 

and  railway  and  miscellaneous  stock,  air  .seemed    stinTy   compared    with 

producing  a  present  income  of  about  that    of    the    open    plain     by    the 

three  thousand   (.£&><)(>)    five     bun-  river,  and  my  little   bungalow  was 

dred  pounds  per  annum.  hot  and   close  after   sleeping  in    a 

"Awaiting     your     further     com-  tent     awning,    and     I     lay    tossing 

mands,  we  are,  dear  sir,  your  faith-  about    all    night    revolving   in    my 

ful  and  obedient  servants,  mind     this     strange    turn     of    for- 

"  Patkkson,  IIeiuues,  &  Ciiorcii.  tune.     It  was  not  that  I  cared  for 

"ToraptninCiiAuu-sWKST,  money  more   than   other   men,   and 

Koyal  I lorsu  Artillery,  few  soldiers  were   more  devoted   to 

Sinlluiiiu,  Eaut Indies."  their    profession;    it   was    not    the 

A  suspicion  that  the  letter  might  money  to  spend,  but  what  it  freed 

be  a  hoax  was  refuted  by  the  genu-  me   from,    and    the    possibilities    it 

ine  appearance  of  the  English  post-  opened   up  to   view,  that   filled  my 

mark,  still   more   by   the  fact   that  brain    with    excitement,    and    made 

none    of    my   present  acquaintance  swallowing  difficult.     The  youngest 

were  aware  of  my  having  an  uncle,  of  the  second  captains  in  the  regi- 

whose  existence  indeed   had  almost  ment  posted  to  the  horse  artillery, 

escaped   my   recollection    for    many  and  just  now  in  temporary  command 

years.     Mv  father  and   he  had   had  of  a  crack  battery,  mv  lot  must  have 

some  serious  difference  which   kept  appeared  a  thoroughly  enviable  one 

them  apart,    and    after   my  father's  to  every  youngster   in  the  regiment ; 

death    the    breach   extended    to    my  and  although   1   had  nothing  but  mv 

poor  mother.     I  remember  to   have  pay,   most   of    my   brother    officers 

seen  my  uncle  onlv  once,  when  he  in-  were   in    the  same  case,  and  Indian 

vited  me  down  to  Twickenham  once  horse  -  artillery     allowances     suffice 

for   a   couple   of   days  when    1  was  with    prudence    and    good    manage- 

at    school,    but    apparently    I     did  ment  for   all  ordinary   wants.     JiuC 

not   take    his   fancy,    for   he    never  then,    as   happened   with    so    many 

renewed     the    invitation,    and     the  others,  the  whole  of  this  income  was 

only  notice   he   ever  after   took   of  not  available.     A  couple  of  chargers 

me  was  to  send  my  mother  a  bun-  bought,  a  new  outfit  on  joining  iny 

dred   guineas    for    my   outfit   when  battery,  an  illness  which  drove  mo 

I  got  my  commission,  with   a   cold  on  six  months*  leave  to  the  hills  the 

fatter  that  discouraged  any  advances  previous  year,  and    I  found   myself 

on  our  part.     I  had  heard   nothing  live  thousand  rupees  in  debt,  which, 

more   of   him    until   now.     JJut  any  to  get  rid  of  the  worry  of  numerous 

doubt  remaining  on  the  subject  was  duns,  I    had  paid   oil'  in  the    usual 

finally  set  at  rest  by  a  telegram  from  fashion  bv  a  loan  from  a  local  bank, 

the  Asiatic!  Hank  the  following  day  that     existed     mainly     by     lending 

in  reply  to   one  despatched   on   my  money  to  ofliecrs  on  slight  security 

arrival  at  Meerut,  which  announced  and  high  interest.     Twelve  per  cent 

that  the  five   thousand  and  odd  ru-  for  the  loan,  and  six  per  cent  for  an 

pee<,  the   equivalent  of   £600,  were  assurance    on    double    the   amount, 

actually  at  my  disposal.  made  an  annual  charge  of  nearly  a 

A   thirty-mile  ride  wa<*  needed  to  thousand  rupees  a-year;   and  while 

cool  down  my  brain  after  the  excite-  the  bond  specified,  according  to  the 
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usual  formula,  that  the  loan  was  to  live  on  what  is  only  meant  for  one, 
he  repaid  in  three  years  hy  month-  no  love  can  stave  off  the  incvit- 
ly  instalments,  the  equally  common  able  loss  of  refinement  which  must 
result  came  about,  that  1  was  pay-  take  place  if  the  family  grows  larger 
ing  eighty  rupees  a-month,  the  ut-  while  the  little  purse  stands  still, 
most  1  could  spare  out  of  my  pay,  There  are  degrees  in  these  things ; 
and  that  with  difficulty,  while  the  but  a  captain's  wife  in  a  marching 
capital  debt  remained  undiminished,  regiment  with  a  large  family  can  no 
and  was  likely  to  continue  so.  The  more  remain  what  she  was,  than  can 
only  chance  of  ever  clearing  it  Polly  Jones  the  pretty  little  gunner's 
off  appeared  to  be  by  leaving  my  wife,  who  has  to  sleep  in  the  same 
regiment  and  obtaining  some  ap-  barrack-room  with  a  couple  of  dozen 
pointment  which  would  admit  of  soldiers,  and  merely  a  bit  of  curtain 
reduced  present  expenditure,  with  round  her  bed.  Some  people, 
the  prospect  of  eventually  rising  happily  for  them,  have  no  imagina- 
to  a  higher  income  than  could  be  tion ;  but  T  could  not  help  looking 
earned  in  the  artillery  —  in  other  forward  into  the  future ;  and  old 
words,  to  give  up  my  profession,  Tony  Dawson,  one  of  our  senior 
for  an  Indian  Staff  Corps  officer  captains,  who  commanded  a  field- 
employed  as  a  magistrate,  or  on  battery  at  Sirdhana,  always  appeared 
the  canals,  or  in  the  pay  depart-  to  me  typical  of  what  my  fate  might 
ment,  is  a  soldier  merely  in  name,  be  if  1  plunged  into  matrimony 
But  even  this  move  would  not  bring  on  four  hundred  rupees  a-month. 
all  the  relief  I  sought.  The  visit  to  Everybody  said  Dawson  had  been 
Sinuoori  last  year  had  wrought  the  a  capital  soldier  in  his  day,  and  he 
change  which  comes  over  every  man  was  a  good  soldier  now  ;  but  ho 
at  some  time  of  his  life.  Soldiering,  could  hardly  be  said  to  belong  to 
study,  or  sport,  the  things  which  had  the  regiment.  He  certainly  "  took  it 
before  made  the  business  of  life,  were  out "  of  the  mess  as  much  as  he  could 
now  hardly  distractions.  Behind  without  running  up  a  bill  there, 
all  remained  the  one  unsatisfied  long-  being  obliged  to  subscribe  to  it ;  but 
ing,  the  dream  always  present  of  he  had  never  been  known  to  dine 
happiness  that  could  not  be  mine,  there,  and  he  was  obliged  to  get  off 
(Jcnteel  poverty  is  well  enough  for  all  subscriptions,  even  that  for  tho 
a  bachelor,  but  I  had  seen  enough  annual  Christmas  treat  to  the  soldiers' 
of  its  effect  on  married  life  in  In-  children.  Then  he  drove  his  charger 
dia  to  know  what  in  this  predica-  in  his  old  buggy,  a  venerable  beast, 
ment  was  my  real  duty.  My  resolve  which  the  inspector  of  artillery,  if  he 
might  be  put  down  to  cold-blooded  had  done  his  duty,  would  have  con- 
prmlence,  but  it  would  be  really  a  demned  long  ago  as  unfit  for  even  a 
bad  form  of  selfishness  to  take  ad-  field-battery  ;  and  tho  poor  old  fellow 
vantage  of  the  unreflecting  impulse  had  not  taken  a  day's  leave  for  ten 
to  self-  sacrifice  which  so  often  years.  His  income  was  not  such  a 
actuates  a  woman,  and  to  condemn  bad  one  now  that  he  commanded  a 
the  one  I  loved  to  poverty  in  the  battery,  and  his  promotion  was  due 
tropics.  From  the  first  day  of  in  a  few  years  ;  but  he  had  got  into 
marriage  the  difficulty  makes  it-  debt  early  in  life  and  had  been  "  in 
self  felt ;  and  even  if  love  is  strong  the  banks"  ever  since.  But  his 
enough  to  conquer  the  daily  and  case  was  nothing  to  that  of  his  wife, 
hourly  struggles  and  calls  for  self-  Mrs.  Dawson  had  been  the  belle  ot 
denial   when    two    people    have    to  Calcutta,    it  was    said,    before    she 
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married,  and  she  would  have  looked  mestic  cares,  taking  his  glass  of  gin- 

a  handsome  woman  even  now  if  she  and- water  after  dinner,  and  chatting 

had  ever  been  decently  dressed  ;  and  about  the  days  of  Aliwal  and  Chil- 

rumour  had  it  that  she  had  been  a  lianwallah,    where    he    had    served 

fine   player   and  singer  —  although,  as  a  smart  subaltern  in  the   horse 

as  she  had  never  had  the  chance  of  artillery. 

touching  a  piano  for  many  years,  Everybody,  it  is  true,  need  not 
there  were  no  means  of  verifying  he  overrun  by  children  and  debt  as 
this  ancient  tradition  ;  but  the  stray  was  this  grey-headed  old  captain  ; 
visitors  who  had  penetrated  to  the  but  such  was  the  ideal  towards  which 
interior  of  Dawson's  bungalow  had  it  seemed  to  me  marriage  and  debt 
never  seen  her  otherwise  than  in  a  always  more  or  less  tended,  and  I 
dirty  -  looking  wrapper,  her  rather  would  not  drag  down  the  girl  I 
full  figure,  apparently  devoid  of  any  loved  in  this  fashion  even  should 
physical  support  in  the  way  of  stays,  she  be  ready  to  make  the  sacrifice, 
and  with  her  thick  black  hair  tied  True,  there  was  the  possibility  of  civil 
up  in  a  knot  at  the  back  of  her  employment :  every  man  in  India 
head.  The  said  bungalow  swarmed  could  get  the  appointment  he  wanted 
with  children,  the  eldest  a  long-  if  he  only  took  trouble  enough,  and 
legged  hobbledehoy  who  had  been  1  was  what  little  Jones,  one  of  our 
brought  up  at  a  school  in  the  hills,  battery  subalterns,  used  to  call  a 
and  was  now  hanging  about  Sirdh&na  u  dab  "  at  the  language  ;  but  even 
waiting  for  some  chance  appoint-  then  one  must  begin  on  a  small 
ment  in  the  uncovenanted  service  salary  and  wait.  It  would  take  mo 
which  should  involve  no  cxamina-  three  or  four  years  merely  to  get 
tion,  competitive  or  otherwise  ;  then  out  of  debt  ;  and  even  if  the  parents 
came  a  girl  said  to  be  only  fifteen,  would  agree,  could  I  in  fairness  ask 
but  who  looked  like  a  woman,  whom  a  young  girl  to  wait  that  time  wear- 
her  father  occasionally  of  an  evening  ing  out  her  first  freshness  for  such 
took  for  a  drive  on  the  mall  in  the  an  uncertain  future?  And  then  to 
old  bugiry,  and  who,  it  was  generally  have  nil  the  a  Hair  discussed  circuin- 
supposed,  could  not  write  her  own  stantially  at  every  dinner-table  in 
name;  after  her  followed  an  in-  Sirmoori,  and  to  be  ticketed  off  as 
definite  number  of  boys  and  girls,  a  sort  of  artillery  Jacob,  on  proba- 
who  might  be  seen  any  morning  tion  for  four  or  five  years,  while  my 
by  the  passer-by  playing  about  the  Rachel  would  bo  reminded  every 
desolate  strip  of  gravel  round  the  hour  by  Lahan  how  foolish  she  was 
house  which  had  oncu  been  a  flower-  to  throw  herself  away  in  a  long 
garden,  half-dressed,  chattering  in  engagement  with  such  a  poor  match 
Hindustani,  and  attended  by  a  for  the  climax.  And  then  the  pro- 
sweeper-iooking  fellow  with  a  dirty  fessional  sacrifice!  A  captain  of 
skull-cap  on  his  head,  who  did  duty  horse  artillery  without  encumbrances 
for  child's  bearer.  Poor  old  Dawson  !  is  a  man  of  some  consideration:  an 
the  only  happy  time  he  ever  seemed  assistant  commissioner  or  junior  coin- 
to  have  was  when  his  batterv  missariat  officer  is  a  verv  different 
inarched  on  relief  from  one  station  sort  of  personage,  especially  if  ho 
to  another.  He  then  joined  the  enters  a  department  late  in  life  as 
camp  mess  and  lived  like  a  bachelor,  junior  to  much  younger  men. 
sending  his  family  on  by  dawk,  and  Such  thoughts  as  these  had  occu- 
wa<  said  to  be  quite  a  different  man  pied  many  an  hour  at  Sirmoori  in 
during   his    short   respite   from   do-  the   previous  summer.      More    than 
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once,  when  under  the  sweet  spell  of  possessed  four  legs  apiece,  and  the 
Eva's  presence,  was  I  tempted  to  vestiges  of  saddles  and  bridles ;  and 
throw  prudence  aside :  at  such  mo-  without  exhibiting  extreme  cruelty 
ments  it  seemed  as  if  all  calculation  I  managed  to  climb  the  last  great 
were  but  selfish  meanness,  and  that  hillside  soon  after  sunset,  and  to  ex- 
love  was  the  only  thing  worth  living  cite  the  poor  beast  I  bestrode  into 
for ;  but  with  separation  came  back  what  did  duty  for  a  canter  along  tho 
the  whisperings  of  caution,  and  in  the  wooded  crest  of  the  mountain ;  and, 
solitude  of  one  still  starlight  night,  passing  in  the  twilight  through  the 
after  a  meeting  where  she  seemed  main  road  of  the  sanitarium  and 
more  charming  and  winning  than  various  groups  of  residents  returning 
ever,  and  I  was  vain  enough  to  think  from  their  evening  walks  and  rides, 
I  had  only  to  say  one  word  to  be  sure  found  myself  sitting  down  in  boots 
of  this  sweet  prize,  the  resolution  and  breeches  at  the  eight  o'clock 
was   formed   as  I  looked   from    the  club  dinner. 

balcony  of  my  room  over  the  moun-        There  was  to  be  a  ball  that  night, 

tain  -  slopes     to     the     nook     where  given   by  the  residents  of   Sirmoori 

nestled  the  cottage   that  made  her  to  the  wife  of  the  Lord  High  Com- 

home,  to  carry  self-denial  into  love,  missioner,  to  which  of  course  overy- 

But  now    all    was    possible.     Love  body   was  going.      I  could  not  go 

and  marriage  without  sacrifice  or  re-  from    want  of    an    invitation,    and 

morse,  and  what  is  more,  a  vision  of  because,  moreover,  the  porters  had 

a  future,  what  hitherto  had  seemed  not  arrived  with  my  baggage.     For 

an  idle  dream,  began  now  to  take  a  the  same  reason  I  could  not  go  to 

tangible  shape.  bed,  for  the  furniture  of  the  club- 
rooms  did  not  include  bedding ;  and 

It  was  not  a  difficult  matter  to  ob-  while  awaiting  the  arrival  of  my  own, 

tain  a  month's   leave,    for  although  I  joined  a  party  of  old  stagers  who 

the   notion  of  a  man   going  to  the  preferred   whist  to  dancing.     They 

hills    on    4k  urgent    private    affairs "  were  men  who  were  ready  to  go  on 

was    ordinarily  regarded  as  a  joke,  playing  for  ever,   and  my  taste  for 

the  fact  that  a  needy  second  captain  the  moment  fitted   in   with   theirs, 

was  ready  to  renounce  such  a  piece  for  I  was  still   too  excited  to  want 

of  luck  as  the  command  of  his  bat-  sleep.     Thus  we   all   played  on  till 

tcry  for  six  months  was    sufficient  the   early  morning,  when   the  ball- 

evidencc   of    his    being   in   earnest,  goers  began  to  return,  some  to  call 

The  colonel  and  brigadier  were  both  for  a  4k  peg,"  others   declaring  that 

propitious ;  and  making  over  charge  they  were  quite  fresh  and  ready  to 

to  the  senior  subaltern,  who,  never  cut  in  for  a  hand   before   going   to 

having  been  in  command  of  the  bat-  bed. 

tery  before,  was  quite  unable  by  his        Some  three  or  four  fell  to  smok- 

profession  of  regrets  at   losing   my  ing  in  easy-chairs    in  the   balcony, 

company   to    conceal    tho    pleasure  discussing  jerkily  between  puffs  of 

he  felt,   I  started  off  -by  the    night  tobacco  the  events  of   tho    evening, 

train.     For  a  wonder  there  was  no  It  was  the  best  ball  of  the  season ; 

breakdown   on   the   line  that  night,  the   best  of   any  season ;    the  Mar- 

and  I  reached  the  foot  of  the  moun-  chioness  was  evidently  pleased  with 

tains  by  breakfast-time  next  morn-  her    reception.      There   were    more 

ing      It   being  early  in  the  season,  pretty  girls  than  usual  at  Sirmoori. 
the  stage  ponies  over  which  the  next        "  Yes,"  said  some  one,  uand  tho 

forty  miles  had  to  be  traversed  still  divine   Eva   looked  more    beautiful 
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than  ever.     In  my  humble  opinion,  Sirmoori — now  a  proposal  for  a  tax 

the  spins  of  last  year  cut  out  the  on  bangles,  now  a  scheme  for  a  new 

new  importations  hollow."  mode  of   Hindustani  pronunciation, 

u  Yes  ;  and  did  you  see  the  expres-  to  be  discussed  with  the  Lord  High 

sion  of  old  Brooke's  face  when  she  Commissioner  —  the   croquet-parties 

danced   with  him  ?      There  was  a  and  the  prize-giving  went  on,  and  he 

sickly  grin  of  self-satisfaction  on  it  still  remained  a  bachelor,  or  rather 

which    was   positively  awful.     We  a  widower. 

shall  see  him  dancing  round  dances  Yet    this    loose    talk    was    quite 

soon  if  he  meets  with  so  much  en-  enough   to  disconcert  me.     It   was 

couragement"  broad   daylight  when   I  got  to  my 

"That's  not  a  'case,1  depend  on  room,    and  the  peaks  of   the  hilfs 

it,"  said  the  first  speaker ;    "  there  were  lighted  up  with  the  rosy  hues 

are  limits  beyond  which  no  woman  of  coming  day,   as   I  looked   from 

can  sell  herself."  the    balcony    over    to    the    moun- 

41  Limits  not  reached  there,  my  tain  -  side  opposite,  dotted  with 
dear  boy,  so  far  as  mamma  is  con-  pine-roofed  cottages  peeping  out 
ccrned.  I  thought  she  looked  par-  among  the  trees.  It  was  on  such 
ticularly  pleased  last  night,  and  the  a  morning  that  I  quitted  the  sani- 
young  lady  herself  did  not  appear  tarium  last  autumn,  armed  with  self- 
very  unhappy.  She  responded  very  denial,  leaving  hope  behind  ■  me. 
affably  to  old  Brooke's  grins."  Now    everything    seemed    possible. 

" Oh,"  rejoined  the  other,  "that's  But  the  conversation  just  repeated 

merely  her  good-nature;  she  looks  was  tingling  in  my  ears,  and  came 

sweet  all  round.     Like  her  mother,  to  throw  its  horrid  doubts  over  the 

she  has  a  kind  word  for  everybody."  future — I  might  bo  too  late. 

Now,  Sir  William  Brooke  was  the  My  luggage  had  arrived  during 
governor  of  a  province  upon  leave  at  the  night,  and  my  old  bearer  had 
Sirmoori ;  a  man  with  a  good  private  unpacked  my  things  and  made  my 
fortune,  and  a  salary  of  ever  so  many  bed,  and  now  lay  coiled  up  in  hm 
thousand  rupees  a-month.  Moreover,  blanket  on  the  floor  of  the  balcony, 
he  was  only  about  ten  years  older  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just  man 
than  myself,  and  had  not  more  than  who  has  walked  forty  miles  over 
half-a-dozen  children.  But  these  en-  the  mountains.  T  tried  for  some 
cumbranccs  were  at  homo  and  out  of  time  to  follow  his  example ;  but,  not- 
sight,  and  he  was  to  all  intents  and  withstanding  two  almost  sleepless 
purposes  a  bachelor,  at  any  rate  until  nights  before,  and  the  ride  and  tho 
his  eldest  daughter  should  be  grown  whist,  sleep  was  still  hard  to  woo ; 
up  and  come  out  to  him  ;  meanwhile  turn  which  way  I  might,  the  imago 
he  was  a  confirmed  flirt,  always  dang-  of  Sir  William  pulling  the  long 
ling  after  some  pretty  girl,  and  giv-  points  of  his  mustaches  and  grinning 
ing  sumptuous  archery  and  croquet  over  the  croquet-balls  rose  before  me, 
parties,  with  splendid  prizes  of  with  a  bevy  of  young  ladies  playing 
jewellery  to  be  shot  or  played  for;  for  a  bracelet, 'and  one  face  surpas- 
but  whether  he  never  meant  to  do  sing  all.  "  She  smiled  sweetly  at 
more  than  llirt,  or  whether  it  was  that  him,"  said  the  club  gossips.  T  fan- 
even  a  governor's  salary,  with  the  cied  her  smiling  now,  sweetly  of 
conditions  attached  to  it,  was  not  course  ;  she  could  not  look  othcr- 
sufflciently  attractive,  certain  it  was  wise.  What  if  my  change  of  for- 
that,  although  year  after  year  he  tune  came  too  late  ?  Well,  there 
found  some  excuse  for  coming  up  to  still  remained  the  other  dream   to 
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realise.     Thus    passed    the    hours,  went  without  description.    At  last 

bringing  their  torture  of  doubts ;  it  nature  came  to  the  rescue,  and  J  fell 

is  needless  to  detail   them ;   every  asleep, 
lover  can  understand  what  I  under- 


CIIAPTER   III. — I   TRY   MY  LUCK    AT   AN   OLD   GAME. 

It  was  nearly  two  o'clock  when  I  a  picture  as  could  well  be  con- 
awoke,  and  the  Marchioness  of  Kil-  ceived,  the  fresh  summer  dresses 
larney's  garden-party  at  Vallom-  of  the  ladies  on  the  green  lawn,  set 
brosa  was  to  take  placo  at  four;  off  by  the  scarlet  tunics  of  the  at- 
there  was  little  more  than  sufficient  tendants  serving  refreshments,  with 
time  to  obtain  the  needful  invita-  the  noble  forest  background  of  the 
tion,  through  a  noto  despatched  to  a  mountain-side.  But  this  was  not 
friendly  equerry-in-waiting,  and  to  what  occupied  my  thoughts  at  the 
dress,  breakfast,  and  set  off  on  a  time.  First  paying  my  respects  to 
hired  pony  to  the  place  of  meeting.  the   Marchioness,  I  passed  on,  ex- 

The  little  glen  which  had  been  dub-  changing  greetings  with  acquaint- 
bed  with  the  name  of  Vallombrosa  ances  scattered  over  the  grounds,  in 
by  the  English  residents  at  the  sani-  search  of  the  one  person  I  had  come 
tarium,  was  one  of  the  few  valleys  to  see.  There  is  Mrs.  Barton  talking 
to  be  met  with  in  the  Himalaya,  and  to  the  Lord  High  Commissioner ; 
lay  several  hundred  feet  below  the  and  I  stepped  up  to  speak  to  them, 
crest  of  the  ridge,  almost  hidden  in  His  lordship  greeted  me  in  his  usual 
its  setting  of  lofty  cedars  with  which  genial  fashion,  and  the  lady  was 
the  mountain- sides  were  clothed.  At  polite,  and  even  kindly,  as  was  her 
the  bottom  were  a  few  acres  of  fashion,  although  I  thought  she 
what  by  comparison  might  almost  gave  a  little  start  which  was  hardly 
be  called  level  ground,  occupied  by  of  surprise ;  but  the  presence  of  the 
a  straggling  jungle  dignified  by  the  Lord  High  Commissioner  was  a  suf- 
title  of  botanical  garden,  and  a  piece  ficient  excuse  for  passing  on,  and  1 
of  green  turf  available  for  cricket  hurried  away  after  shaking  hands, 
and  lawn  games,  the  whole  sur-  Ah !  there  she  is ;  only  one  woman 
rounded  by  a  gravel  path  which  did  in  the  world  could  walk  with  that 
duty  for  a  race-course,  with  a  hill  in  grace.  The  arrows  had  been"  fired, 
one  part,  suggestive  of  the  further  and  the  fair  archers  were  moving 
end  of  Epsom  below  the  starting-  across  to  the  targets,  a  dozen  of 
point  as  seen  under  the  influence  them,  perhaps,  with  as  many  men, 
of  nightmare.  Here,  where  the  and  a  sprinkling  of  other  ladies,  and 
wooded  heights  gave  a  sunset  at  two  among  them  a  young  girl  who  moved 
o'clock,  a  broad  strip  of  shade,  the  like  a  queen.  An  escort  of  gentle- 
Indian  luxury,  was  already  spread  men  accompanied  her,  of  whom  one 
across  the  turf,  and  under  its  grate-  was  Brooke,  carrying  the  quiver, 
f  ul  shelter  were  scattered  groups  of  Does  she  smile  sweetly  on  him,  as 
visitors  engaged  in  the  various  strife  those  young  rascals  said  ?  Yes,  there 
of  archery,  bowls,  and  croquet,  or  can  be  no  doubt  of  that ;  but  the 
looking  on  at  the  players.  The  other  danglers  seem  to  come  off  just 
whole  panorama,  viewed  as  the  as  well.  Eva  could  not  frown  at 
visitor  descended  from  the  moun-  anybody, 
tain-path  above  it,  formed  as  pretty  "  Now  then,  Miss  Barton,  this  is 
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the  critical  point;  you  know  you  departure.    At  this  moment  I  discov- 

werc  allowed  fifty  points  in  conside-  ercd  that  my  pony  and  its  attendant 

ration  of  your — ahem — your  youth  were  missing,  and  I  had  to  search  for 

and  inexperience,  so  you've  only  to  some  time  through  the  garden  before 

hit  the  target  once  to  win.  finding    them,    when  all   the    party 

"  Oh,  iSir  William  Brooke,  it's  no  had  started.     It  was  easy  to  overtake  - 

use  giving  advice,  for  1  haven't  the  them,  however ;  the  bearers  could  not 

strength  of  a  mouse  ;  it's  quite  im-  carry  their  fair  burdens  very  fast  up 

possible    to  shoot    these  long  dis-  that  steep  path,  and  the  exigencies 

tances  ;  at  Toghlukabad  they  always  of  limited  width  involved  consider- 

allow  me  to  stand  half-way  up  to  able   straggling   and    slackening    of 

the  target."  speed  of  those  in  rear.     One  person 

44  Ah !  Miss  Barton  we  are  hor-  after  another  was  soon  passed:  a 
ribly  strict  up  here,  and  I'm  afraid  solitary  horseman  enjoying  his  even- 
we  couldn't  break  through  the  rules  ing  segar ;  a  couple  of  ladies  in  con- 
to  that  extent  even  for  you.  Do  fidential  chat,  their  chairs  side  by 
you  know  1  really  wish  we  could,  side ;  groups  of  twos  and  threes 
though."  were  overtaken  in  turn,  when,  before 

So  much  I  heard,  and  then  joined  the  object  of  my  search  was  reached, 

the  party.     What  means  that  little  I  beheld  at  a  turn  in  the  path  just 

start,   and  that  blush  V    Pleasure  ?  in  front  of  me  a  blaze  of  red.     It 

or    shame    at    detection?     At    any  was  the  scarlet  liveries  of  the  Lord 

rate    this    evening    shall    solve    the  High  Commissioner's  runners,  four  of 

problem.  them  carrying  the  Marchioness,  whilo 

First  greetings  over,  I  fell  back  half-a-dozen  more,  headed  by  a  big 
among  the  spectators,  and  the  shoot-  fellow  with  a  mace,  surrounded 
ing  went  on.  There  were  civil  no-  the  chair.  Here  was  a  difficulty, 
things  to  be  said  all  round,  for  to  Etiquette  forbade  my  riding  past,  and 
arrive  at  the  hills  as  May  begins  is  these  scoundrels  in  red  blocked  up 
fair  matter  of  congratulation,  and  the  path,  and  prevented  my  riding 
even  from  Sirdh&na  the  traveller  up  alongside  to  her  chair.  This  post 
brings  some  news.  But,  looking  on  was  occupied  by  a  stout  member  of 
between  the  intervals  of  talking,  it  Senate,  who  preferred  his  own  legs 
was  easy  to  see  that  Miss  Barton's  to  those  of  a  pony  in  the  neighbour- 
depreciation  of  her  shooting  powers  hood .  of  these  precipices,  lie  was 
was  not  exaggerated,  at  any  rate  on  holding  on  to  the  side  of  the  chair, 
the  present  occasion.  Her  little  and  his  part  of  the  conversation 
hands  seemed  hardly  able  to  hold  seemed  to  bo  carried  on  with  ditti- 
the  bow,  and  the  arrows  went  in  culty  in  consequence  of  the  pace ; 
any  direction  but  the  right  one,  and  and  indeed  four  miles  an  hour  at  a 
scarce  half-way  across  the  course,  gradient  of  one  in  seven  will  try 
Even  Brooke  found  it  difficult  to  the  wind  of  most  stout  middle-aged 
pay  appropriate  compliments.  gentlemen.     A   sharp   turn    in    the 

But  the  longest  party  that  ever  path  brought  me  into  view  of  her 

took    place     must    have    an    end ;  ladyship   as   I   rode   behind,  and   a 

already  a  string  of  returning  visitors  salutation  was  the  signal  for  riding 

was  dotting  the  path  up  the  moun-  up  and  occupying  the  other  sido  of 

tain-side,    ladies     in    their    sedans,  ;he  sedan.     Scarcely  a  minute  had 

gentlemen   on   horseback ;    and   the  passed  before  the  conversation  led 

particular  group  whoso  proceedings  up    to    an     opportunity.     What    a 

I  was  watching  began  to  prepare  for  pretty  bracelet  that  was  Sir  William 
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Brooke  gave  as  his   prize,  said  the  spoken ;   and  a    lover    might    well 

Marchioness.     She  wondered  if  he  desire  some  other  conditions  for  a 

had  ordered  it  from   home  or  had  declaration.     Why  then   not  wait? 

got  it  at  the  jeweller's  here.     She  Was  it  that  I  feared  for  myself  lest 

wanted  to  ask  him.  presence  might  weaken  the  impres- 

"He's  Justin  front, your  ladyship;  sion    absence  had  formed    on  her 

I'll  send  him  back  to  you  to  answer  imagination  ?  or  did    some    inward 

the  question,"  I  cried ;  and  without  whispering  of    conscience    say  that 

waiting  for  any  response  1  rammed  fancy  was  leading  where  reason  could 

my   spurs  into  the  old  pony,  and  not  follow?      If  this    young  heart 

pushed  through  the  red  attendants,  could  really  be  mine  for  the  asking, 

Almost  the  next  sedan  I  overtook  would  it  be   for  the  happiness  of 

not  fifty  yards  in  advance,  was  that  both  to  take  the  gift  ?    Was  it  in 

J  was  in  search  of,  and  riding  be-  my  nature    to    make    this    gentle, 

side  it,  sure  enough  was  Brooke.     I  simple  girl    really    happy  ?      Some 

pushed  up  to  the  other  side.          *  such  uneasy    questionings    passed 

Now  just  at  this  spot  there  was  through  my  mind,  but  I  was  too 

room  for  the  two  horses  as  well  as  reckless,  too  selfish  if  you  will,   to 

the  sedan;   but  immediately  ahead  listen  to  them.     One  look  at  that 

the  path  narrowed ;  and  as  Brooke,  sweet  face  was    enough   to  banish 

like  a  sensible  fellow,  had  taken  the  prudence.      Another    moment,   and 

inside,  I  should  either  have  to  give  the  die  was  cast 

way  or  run  a  good  chance  of  going  A     minute     passed     in     silence, 

over  the  precipice.     There  was  no  broken  only  by  the  low  grunting  of 

time  to  be  lost.     "Sir  William,"  I  the  bearers  as  they  shuffled  along 

said,  "  the  Marchioness  wants  parti-  with    their     burden.       Then    Eva 

cularly  to  speak  to  you  ;  she's  just  spoke    first : — My    coming    up    to 

behind:"     and    Sir    William,     un-  the  hills  was    unexpected,    surely, 

suspicious  of  my  treachery,  made  a  She  had    heard  that  I  intended  to 

temporary   adieu,   and,   reining  up,  stay  down  in  the  plains  this  season, 

turned  his  pony  round  and  moved  This  hi  a  low  voice,   and    looking 

down  the  path  again.      Now   then  straight  before  her. 

came  my  chance,  and  there  was  not  "  So  I    did,"   I    replied,    "  but  I 

a  moment  to  spare.     Already  half  could  not  keep  to    my    resolution. 

the  hill  was  accomplished.     A  short  And  you  must  know  why  I  have 

way  ahead  was  a  cluster  of  riders  come.     Because    I    could  not  stay 

and    sedans,    in    one    of    which    I  away  from  you." 

thought  I  could  distinguish  even  in  No  answer    followed,   and,  for  a 

the    dusky   twilight  Mrs.    Barton's  few    seconds,   bearers    and  all,  we 

pretty  bonnet,  while  the  red  men  moved  on  in  silence, 

with  their  burdens  must  be  coming  One    little    hand    rested    on  the 

up  hand  over  hand.     Every  moment  shaftf  of  the  sedan — the  left  hand,  the 

was    precious.      Yet    the    situation  one  nearest  me.     Stooping  down,  I 

was  not  favourable  for  a  love-scene,  placed  my  own  on  it,  and  it  was 

The  sedans  affected  by  the  ladies  of  not  withdrawn. 

Sirmoori  are  like  a   lounging  chair  "Look    at    me,    Eva!"    I     said, 

suspended  on  the  centre  of  a  pair  of  "  and  let  me  see  that  I  am  the  hap- 

shafts    which  are  carried  by  'four  piest  man  alive." 

men.     These  simple  rustics   under-  Then  Eva  looked  round,  blushing, 

stand  not  a  word  of  English,  but  the  with  half-averted  face  and  downcast 

language    of    love    is    not    always  eyes,   and  the  slender  fingers  gave 
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an  answer  to  my  question.     I  dared  who  intended  to  do  the  same  but 

not  raise  them  to  my  lips,   strong  had  so  far  not  succeeded,  and  two 

though  the  temptation  was  to  forget  youngsters  spending  their  first  sea- 

our  company.  son  in  the  hills,  one  of  whom  pro- 

A  few  moments  more,  as  it  mised  to  be  a  fine  player  by-and-by, 
seemed,  brought  us  to  the  to])  of  the  other  hopelessly  bad.  But  I  was 
the  hill,  where  our  path  joined  the  in  luck  on  this  evening :  whichever 
main  road,  and  there  was  room  for  way  wo  cut  my  partner  and  I  always 
a  large  party  to  keep  together ;  and  won  ;  and  by  midnight  the  colonel 
here  Mrs.  Barton  was  waiting  for  Eva  had  come  out  quits,  the  assistant- 
to  join  her ;  but  this  was  not  before  surgeon  had  gone  to  bed,  the  night 
Lady  Killarney  and  Brooke  had  being  evidently  unpropitious  for 
overtaken  us.  What  explanations  his  fortunes,  leaving  an  1  0  U  for 
had  passed  regarding  my  message  I  about  a  month's  pay  behind  him  in 
know  not,  but  I  thought  her  lady-  my  pocket ;  the  other  two  between 
ship  looked  slyly  at  us  as  she  them  owed  me  about  seventy 
came  up.  Brooke  showed  no  signs  pounds.  The  poor  lads  hid  their 
of  vexation ;  he  was  always  on  too  chagrin  under  good-natured  congrat- 
good  terms  with  himself  to  be  put  ulations  at  my  success,  naturally' 
out  at  anything.  uGood  evening,  thinking  the  gain  was  of  as  much 
Miss  Barton,"  he  said,  as  we  came  consequence  to  me  as  the  loss  was 
to  the  point  where  the  road  to  his  to  them  ;  while  I  went  off  to  bed, 
house  turned  off".  "  We've  had  a  puzzled  to  think  how,  without  giv- 
dclightful  evening,  I'm  sure;  \  only  ing  offence,  I  might  let  them  off  a 
hope  that  next  time  you'll  be  more  debt  they  certainly  had  not  the  pro- 
successful.  Tpon  my  word,  3*011  sent  means  of  paying.  Now  that 
really  only  want  practice  to  shoot  the  matter  was  of  little  personal 
very  well,  £  assure  you."  consequence,    I    was    struck    as    I 

'*  You'll  come  the  first  thing  had  never  been  before  with  tho 
to-morrow,  won't  you?"  whispered  folly  of  the  custom  which  permits 
Eva,  as  we  reached  the  point  where  these  high  stakes,  so  far  beyond 
the  path  led  up  to  her  mother's  the  means  of  the  players,  and  this 
house.  *l  Mamma  will  be  dreadfully  prostitution  of  a  noble  game  to 
angry,  T  know ;  you  must  come  and  mere  gambling.  The  amount  of 
speak  to  her  first."  And  with  this  the  points  does  not  matter,  say  some 
understanding,  I  rode  off  to  the  men,  because  at  whist  luck  is  equal- 
club,  ised  in    the    long-run.      But    then 

Strangely  enough,  there  was  not  this  long-run   sometimes  takes  ten 

even  a  carpet  dance  that  evening  at  or  fifteen  years  to  accomplish,   and 

Sirmoori,  and  after  dinner  the  card-  everybody  cannot  afford  to  wait  so 

room  was  filled  with  whist-players,  long.     At  any  rate,  my  short  run, 

Contrary  to  my  usual  habit,  1  joined  and  the  lugubrious  hilarity  of  the 

one  of  the  tables  where  high  points  youngsters  who  had  contributed  to 

were  in  force,  and  cut  in  for  a  game,  it,  made  such  an  impression  on  me 

the  other  players  being  an  old  col-  that  I  have  never  played  for  money 

oncl   of  a  line  regiment  who   lived  since. 
<>n    his   whist,  an   assistant-surgeon 
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CHAPTER   IV. — DIPLOMATIC. 

Next  morning  at  half -past  ten  I  plicablc.  I  therefore  added  abrupt 
rode  up  the  path  which  led  to  Mrs.  ly  that  I  had  another  communica- 
Bar ton's  cottage.  Her  drawing-  tion  to  make.  Private  business  .of 
room  would  certainly  be  crowded  a  rather  pressing  nature  required 
with  visitors  from  eleven  till  two,  my  presence  in  England,  and  there- 
some  of  whom  would  be  sure  to  fore  I  had  further  to  ask  that  an 
stay  for  lunch  and  remain  pottering  early  day  might  be  fixed  for  tho 
about  all  the  afternoon ;  so  my  only  wedding,  so  that  we  might  start 
chance  of  securing  a  few  words  off  homewards  as  soon  as  I  could 
alone  lay  in  coming  early.  In  a  obtain  furlough, 
few  minutes  she  entered  the  room.  This  announcement  had  just  tho 
"Good  morning,  Captain  West,"  effect  I  desired.  Taking  furlough 
she  said ;  "  this  is  very  kind  of  signifies,  for  a  married  man,  the 
you  to  come  so  soon  to  see  us."  But  possession  of  at  least  three  or  four 
it  was  easy  to  infer  from  her  voice  hundred  pounds  in  hard  cash.  I 
that  my  early  visit  was  not  particu-  could  perceive  that  my  position 
larly  agreeable,  while  I  thought  I  was  accordingly  at  once  shifted  in 
could  detect  a  sort  of  good-natured  the  good  lady's  estimation  out  of 
pity  mingled  with  apprehension,  as  the  category  of  complete  ineligiblos. 
much  as  to  say  that  she  saw  through  To  talk  about  starting  on  fur- 
my  little  game,  and  that  it  was  no  lough  in  this  confident  manner 
good  trying  it  on.  was  almost  the  next  thing  to  lay- 
There  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  for  ing  down  a  bag  of  money  on  tho 
another  visitor  might  arrive  at  any  floor  as  evidence  of  financial  rospec- 
moment  " Mrs.  Barton,"  I  said,  "I  tability,  for  such  affairs  as  specific 
have  come  so  early  because  I  have  settlements  had  never  come  with- 
something  important  to  say.  Last  in  her  experience.  Still  I  could  see 
night  I  proposed  to  your  daughter,  traces  of  incredulity  lingering  in  her 
and  she  accepted  me."  face.  How  as  to  the  rumours  of  my 
The  announcement  evidently  took  being  u  in  the  banks "  V  Had  not 
the  good  lady  by  surprise.  That  Morison,  who  was  one  of  the  dircc- 
shc  had  suspected  me  as  a  possible  tors  of  the  Central  India,  told  her 
lover  was  evident,  but  I  don't  think  that  I  had  borrowed  h\o  thousand 
I  was  regarded  as  a  dangerous  one,  rupees  from  it  only  last  year,  to  get 
perhaps  because  of  my  long  face  away  from  Sirmoori,  Roberts  and 
and  nose,  and  because  I  never  Williamson  of  my  regiment  going 
danced.  That  I  should  have  gone  security,  and  that  Williamson  had 
to  the  length  of  making  an  offer,  simultaneously  raised  the  same 
and  a  successful  one — this  revelation  amount  from  tho  Great  Mogul  Bank 
evidently  came  like  a  shock.  She  on  the  joint  security  of  Roberts 
sank  down  on  the  sofa  behind  her  and  myself  V  Had  she  not  heard 
trembling  and  speechless,  looking  these  accounts  from  the  most  authen- 
inutely  in  my  face.  tic  of  gossips  ?  yet,  if  I  was  not  a  tho- 
I  knew  what  was  coming  ;  the  rough  impostor,  they  must  be  untrue, 
simple  stock  phrases  that  would  be  Such  questions  as  these  I  could 
used  as  soon  as  the  power  of  words  read  in  the  conflict  of  doubt  dis- 
rcturned ;  and  it  would  save  time  to  played  on  Mrs.  Barton's  face,  as  she 
anticipate  objections  no  longer  ap-  sat  opposite  to  me,  trying  to  gain 
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time  with   unmeaning  nothings  for  court  judge,   and  Emma  a  well-to- 
making  up  her  mind.  do    civil    engineer,    and    Fanny    a 

Just  then  was  heard  the  clatter  civilian  well  up  in  the  civil  service, 

of  a  horse's  hoofs   coining  up  the  there  was  poor  Harriet,  whose  hus- 

pathway.     If    another   visitor    en-  band,  although  also  in  the  civil  ser- 

tered    just  now,   the  battle   would  vice  and  a  full  collector,  had  turned 

have  to  be  fought  over  again  from  out  to  be  deeply  in  debt,  and  was 

the    beginning.     I    stepped    toward  such  a  screw  that  he  would  not  let 

the  door,  and  calling  for  a  servant  her  come  up  to  the  hills,  or  even 

was  answered  by  the  domestic  tailor,  allow  her  a  decent  carriage.     Two  of 

who  was    sitting  in    the   verandah  the  prettiest  girls  that  ever  came  to 

employed  upon  a  ball-dress  for  Eva,  India  had  thus  been  literally  thrown 

holding  one  end  of  the  skirt  down  away  from  want  of  caution ;  it  was 

to  the  floor  between  his  toes  while  only  natural  she  should  be  careful 

he  stitched  away  at  the  other.    I  told  now: 

him  to  say  the  door  "was  closed,"  At  last  a  hint  rather  more  strongly 

which  vernacular  message — the  In-  expressed  than  what  had  gone  be- 

dian      equivalent     for     our     more  fore  gave    me   the   opportunity    of 

euphemistic    u  not   at   home "  —  he  playing  my  last  card.     "  Then,  Cap- 

communicatcd    to    the    visitor,    and  tain   West,"  she   said,  "you   know 

shortly  returned  with  his  can!,  while  one  has  to  think  of  the  cxponso  of 

the  sound  of  the  retiring  horse  soon  marriage,   so  that    I   really  hardly 

died  away  in  the  distance.  know  what  to  say." 

Mrs.   Barton  remained   sitting  on  "  Exactly    so,"    I    replied.       u  I 

the   sofa  while   this   interlude   was  know  how  much  expense  you  and 

enacted  :   my    move    was    so    sud-  Mr.  Barton  have  been  put  to  in  this 

den  that  she  had  not  time  to  stop  way,  and  therefore  I  should  take  it 

it,  and  the  battle  was  now  as  good  as  a  particular  favour  if   he  would 

as    won.     There    remained    merely  allow  me  to  defray,  or  at  any  rate 

the  commonplace  objections   to   be  to  advance,  whatever  amount  might 

raised — Eva's    youth,    the    sudden-  be  needed  for  this  occasion." 

ness  of  the  affair,  and  so  forth.     No  I  had  quite   misunderstood  her, 

girl,  she  said,  ought  to  be  married  she  answered — as  indeed  I  had  pre- 

till    she    was    nineteen.     Now,    a3  tended  to;  she  referred  to  the  cost 

Emma  had  been  married  before  she  of  married  housekeeping  for  young 

was  eighteen,   and    Sophy    only  a  couples :  besides,   Joe  would  never 

month  or  two  after  she  reached  this  hear  of  such  a  thing  as  any  one  else 

age,    I   had  no    misgiving    on    that  paying  for   his  daughter's  wedding 

score;  and  as  our  conversation  went  outfit.     This  I  knew  perfectly  wclC 

on  it  was  evident   that  my   future  but  my  bolt  had  hit  the  mark.     I 

mamma-in-law  was  divided  between  could  sec  that  the  easy  way  in  which 

the   desire  to  indulge   in   the   most  I  had  proposed  my  account  should 

interesting  of  gossip,  and  to  plunge  be   drawn   upon   had   removed  any 

into  the  excitement  of  another  wed-  lingering  doubt  as   to   the  authen- 

ding,  and  the  fear  lest,  in  her  good-  ticity  of  the  gossip  about  my  bank 

nature  and  too  easy  trustfulness,  she  debts.     Finally  Mrs.  Barton  got  out 

should  be  doing  badly  for  her  daugh-  of  her  dilemma  by   a  compromise, 

ter.     Such  anxiety  was  reasonable,  which  in  fact  assured  my  victory, 

for  Sophy  and  her  husband  had  a  "  Well,  Captain  West,"  she  said  at 

regular  struggle  to  live ;  and  if  Mary  last^  looking  up  smiling  through  her 

had  done  well  in  marrying  a  chief-  tears  as  I  stood  before  hor,  i4 1  really 


1872.]                              -1   True  Reformer.— Part  L  205 

hardly  know  what  to  say.     Eva   is  con   bitter   beer  replaced   the   light 
so  young:,  and  the  whole  thing  is  so  wines  which  had   appeared   on   the 
sadden;  and  although  I  don't  want  previous  occasions  of  in}'  lunching 
to  say  anything  against  the  Artil-  here.     I  had  never  scon  Eva  drink 
lery.  which  I  know  is  a  very  fine  beer  before,  but  we  all  preferred  it 
service,  and  your  character  standsso  to   anything   else.      It   was   a   very 
high  that  I  am  sure   my  dear   girl  cosy  meal.     Eva  said  little,  but  her 
will  be  quite  safe  with  you  ;  at  any  mamma  was  a  good  talker,  and  pos- 
rate  I  must  ask  her  father's  consent,  sessed  the  true  politeness  of   amia- 
It  would  not  be  proper,  as  you  must  bility,  a  desire  to  please.     Besides, 
see.  to   let  my  girl   engage   herself  here  was  a  new-comer  who  had  only 
without   her  father's   approval.     So  just  arrived,  and  hail  heard  none  of 
if  I  bring  Eva  to  you,  you  will  un-  the   Sirmoori   gossip.     I   think   this 
derstand   it   is  not  to  be  a  regular  alone   would  have  reconciled    Mrs. 
engagement,  won't  you  ?''      So  say-  Barton  to  the  engagement ;  so  good 
ing,    and    giving    me    a    still   very  a  listener  was  not  to  be  found  in  the 
pretty  hand,  smiling  in  deprecating  place,  and  now  I  should   be   avail- 
fa<hion,   and  wiping   her   eyes,   and  able  at  all  hours  as  a  recipient  of 
repeating  this  caution,  Mrs.   Barton  her  confidences, 
got  up  and  left  the  room,  to  return  At  four  o'clock  I  had  to  go  away 
presently  followed  by  the  prettiest  and  write  letters  for   the   post ;    it 
girl  in  the  world,  ami  never  looking  was  agreed,  too,  thai,  under  present 
prettier  than  in  this  robe  of  blushes,  circumstances,  it  would  be  properer 
the  timid  downcast  eyes  beneath  the  to  meet  as  mere  ordinary  acquaint- 
gentle   brow  and   s^ft  brown  wavy  ances  in  the  evening  than  to  set  out 
hair.  together  for  our  walk.     Accordingly 
That  three  persons  make  no  com-  we   met   again   on   the  road   which 
pany   was    never  better  exemplified  winds  round  the  crest  of  the  moun- 
than    on    this    occasion.        In     her  tain,  and  is  dignified  by  the  title  of 
mamma's  presence  Eva  was  shy  and  The  Mall.     Here,  instead  of  walking 
I  felt  awkward,  while   Mrs.  Barton  separately  with   Eva,    I  walked   be- 
was  at  hot  somewhat  incoherent  in  tween  the  two  sedans,  at  any  rate 
attempts  to  explain  her  definitions  of  in   the  beginning.     Eventually  Mrs. 
a  "regular  engagement."     She  soon  Barton  dropped  behind  to  chat  with 
withdrew,   however,    to   go   through  another  lad}',  and  Eva  and  I  pushed 
the   form  of   consulting   "Joe,''   an  on  ahead,  and  of  course  were  joined 
operation   which    fortunately   lasted  by  half-a-dozen   danglers,   the   Mall 
till   lunch-time,    and   gave    Eva   the  being  very  crowded  at  this  season, 
opportunity  of  overcoming  the  first  People,     however,     for      the     most 
shyness   which  every  woman   must  part,  looked  askance  at  U5,  and  at 
feci    on    first   meeting   an    affianced  night  a  friend  at  tbo  club  took  the 
lover  who  is  yet  almost  a  stranger  liberty  of  hinting  the  cause.     Sun- 
to    her.      What    made   my    darling  dry  visitors  calling  at  Rhoddocndron 
take  a  fancy  to  my  l<>ng  melancholy  Lodge  during  the  day  having  found 
face  I  cannot  tell,  and  1  think  she  the    "  door   closed,''   and    my   pony 
was  still  half  frightened  of  me  ;  but  standing     before    the    house;  —  the 
by  the  time  our  ttU-d-ti'tc  was  inter-  bruto   being  a  white-nosed   piebald 
rupted   we   were   on    better    terms,  with   an   evil   C}'e,  and  in  constant 
And  then  was  seen  the  first  intima-  requisition  at  the  club, — was  unmis- 
tion  of  tltf>  confidential  footing  my  takablc ;  there  could,  he  hinted,  be 
reception  had  assumed,  for  at  lunch-  only  one  inference 
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But  the  next  day  was  decisive,  impart  to  her  mamma  hy  letter,  a  cir- 
On  the  previous  evening  Mrs.  Bar-  cumstancc  which  happened  regularly 
ton  and  Eva  were  engaged  to  dine  every  year,  were  invariably  straight- 
out  ;  and  the  following  day  I  had  way  communicated  to  nil  the  ladies 
to  attend  a  levee,  and  various  cross  of  Toghlukabad,  whence,  through  the 
engagements  kept  us  apart  till  the  medium  of  the  post,  a  throb  of  sym- 
evening,  when  1  joined  them  again  pathy  was  duly  diffused  through  each 
for  their  promenade,  and  managed  matronly  bosom  at  the  former 
to  lag  behind  with  Eva ;  and  this  station  ;  so  that  poor  Emma  dis- 
time  everybody  avoided  us  as  if  counted  the  interest  due  to  these 
we  had  the  plague.  There  could  interesting  revelations  long  before 
be  no  mistake  about  the  meaning  there  was  any  visible  reason  for 
of  this.  We  were  clearly  marked  claims  to  sympathy.  Just  the  same 
off  as  an  engaged  couple,  and  all  thing  had  happened  now ;  and  while 
Mrs.  Barton's  precautions  and  in-  Eva  and  I  in  that  first  evening's 
junctions  had  come  to  nought.  I  walk  had  preserved  our  good  faith 
put  this  down  at  first  to  the  pie-  by  trying  to  look  unconcerned  and 
bald  pony,  but  wondered  that  even  indifferent,  her  mamma,  as  it  turned 
Sirmoori  gossip  should  travel  so  out,  had  communicated  the  whole 
fast ;  it  soon  came  out,  however,  morning's  events  in  detail  to  Mrs. 
that  there  was  a  simpler  explana-  Lawrie,  wife  of  the  general  at  Sikh- 
tion.  I  might  have  known,  indeed,  istfin  ;  and  when  the  latter,  while 
that  the  keeping  such  a  secret  offering  her  congratulations,  asked 
was  quite  beyond  Mrs.  Barton's  whether  it  was  not  rather  a  poor 
powers.  A  secret  with  her  was  ap-  match  for  Eva,  since  Captain  West 
parently  only  valuable  a<  giving  you  had  nothing  but  his  pay,  and  was 
priority  of  news  :  what  was  the  known  to  be  in  debt,  then  Mrs. 
good  of  having  something  to  tell,  if  Barton  was  able  to  describe  my 
you  are  not  to  tell  it  "r  Hence  it  plethora  of  ready  money  in  such 
was  that  the  residents  at  Toghluk-  glowing  and  circumstantial  terms  as 
abad,  where  the  family  passed  the  made  me,  when  I  heard  of  it,  hear- 
cold  season,  Mr.  Barton  being  the  tily  congratulate  myself  on  my  forc- 
coinmissioner  of  that  important  sight  in  withholding  all  particulars 
place,  were  almost  as  well  acquainted  about  my  good  fortune.  This  com- 
with  l4  Joe's "  little  weaknesses  as  munication  was  of  course  made  to 
the  wife  of  his  bosom  ;  the  difficulty  the  other  lady  under  the  seal  of 
of  getting  him  to  remit  money  home  confidence,  and  equally  of  course 
for  the  children's  schooling;  how  was  all  over  Sirmoori  the  following 
Mary,  from  this  cause,  came  out  a  day.  Hence  our  plague-stricken 
year  later  than  was  intended,  after  aspect  in  the  evening.  But  the 
her  outfit  and  everything  was  pro-  climax  was  reached  later  in  the  day. 
cured,  her  aunts  being  unable  to  pay  when  Eva  and  her  mamma  dined  at 
for  her  passage ;  how  the  English  The  Castle,  and  the  Lord  High  Com- 
horse  died  of  inflammation  because  missioner  was  kind  enough  to  apo- 
he  would  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  logise  to  the  latter  for  my  not  har- 
giving  it  a  dose  of  physic  ;  how,  in  ing  been  invited  also,  as  the  Marchio- 
short,  he  was  the  most  dilatory  and  ness  had  only  just  heard  of  Captain 
good-tempered  of  men.  Nay,  more,  West's  great  good  fortune.  Thereon 
the  confidences  which  Emma,  whose  Mrs.  Barton  admitted  the  impeach- 
husband  was  resident  railway-cngin-  ment,  adding,  however,  that  it  was 
eer  :;t  Ti'noorgunj,  found  occasion  to  not  a  ureguhr"  engagement  at  pre- 
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sent,  everything  being  contingent  on  drawing-rooms  the  previous  day,  al- 
Joe's  giving  his  consent,  while  there  though  those  who  knew  him  would 
was  no  knowing  how  her  husband  pronounce  that  it  was  a  foregone  con- 
would  act  under  the  circumstances,  elusion.  Joseph  Barton,  of  the  Civil 
or  how  long  he  would  take  to  decide  Service,  and  at  present  Commis- 
upon  the  matter ;  after  which  his  sioner  of  Toghlukabad,  had  the  re- 
lordship  was  treated,  possibly  not  for  putation  of  being  the  best  racket  - 
the  first  time,  with  sundry  instances  player  and  most  indolent  man  in 
of  that  eccentric  man's  perversities :  India.  Punctual,  but  slow,  in  his 
how  he  lost  the  opium  agency  at  official  business,  steady  in  his  attend- 
Ahfimpoor  because  he  would  not  ance  at  the  station  racket-court,  he 
take  the  trouble  to  write  and  accept  allowed  every  other  description  of 
the  governor's  offer  of  the  appoint-  business  to  take  care  of  itself.  He 
ment;  how  he  had  lost  his  deposit  had  never  been  known  to  read  a 
in  the  Bundelcund  Bank  because  he  book  in  his  life,  and  very  seldom  to 
neglected  to  register  his  claim  when  write  a  private  letter.  It  was  sup- 
tho  bank  smashed ;  and  how,  finally,  posed,  when  he  first  came  out, 
Mary  (now  Mrs.  Abbott)  had  been  that  he  had  some  relations  in  . 
kept  at  home  a  year  after  her  proper  England  ;  but  after  efforts  in  vain 
time,  until  she  was  nineteen,  be-  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  with 
cause  he  put  off  remitting  the  pas-  him,  the  latter,  when  he  had  been  a 
sage-money  till  after  the  cold  season,  few  years  in  India,  had  perforce 
All  which  incidents  of  the  dinner  dropped  their  communication  with 
she  related  to  me  the  following  him,  which  was  reopened  by  his 
morning  at  breakfast,  whereupon  I  wife  on  his  marriage.  This  event 
considered  myself  set  free  from  all  took  place  after  he  had  been  about 
conditional  promises.  But  indeed  six  years  in  the  service,  and  when, 
Mr.  Barton  had  received  by  implica-  simultaneously  with  entering  on 
tion  Jess  than  justice  on  this  occa-  matrimony,  he  gave  up  field- sports 
sion ;  for  he  had  sent  an  answer  to  for  which  he  had  been  famous  as. 
his  wife's  letter  by  return  of  post,  a  bachelor,  and  took  to  rackets, 
which  arrived  the  succeeding  day,  From  this  time  his  wife,  who  was 
and,  as  I  had  expected,  he  raised  an  indefatigable  letter-writer,  be- 
no  sort  of  objection  to  the  affair,  came  a  constant  correspondent  with 
Young  people,  lie  said,  in  so  much  the  Misses  Barton  in  England  ; 
of  a  brief  note  as  we  were  able  be-  and  when  the  time  arrived  for  the 
tween  us  to  decipher,  were  the  best  first  instalment  of  children  to  be 
judges  what  was  most  desirable  for  sent  home,  they  were  naturally  con- 
their  own  happiness,  and  he  had  no  signed  to  the  care  of  their  aunts, 
desire  to  control  his  daughter's  affec-  now  lapsing  into  old  maidhood, 
tion?.  As  to  means,  the  young  to  whom  the  change  formed  an 
couple  would,  of  course,  weigh  well  agreeable  occupation,  and  the  rc- 
the  pros  and  cons  of  the  step,  and  mittances  which  followed  an  im- 
not  think  of  marrying  until  they  portant  addition  to  their  slen- 
saw  their  way  to  a  competency,  der  income.  After  the  first  six 
Press  of  business  prevented  his  say-  years  of  their  married  life,  Mrs.  Bar- 
ing more.  ton  made  her  first  expedition  to  Cal- 
This  settled  the  matter  so  far  as  cutta  to  send  off  the  two  eldest  chil- 
papa  was  concerned ;  but  I  have  no  dren  ;  and  similar  consignments  of 
doubt  that  "  Joe's  decision  "  was  one  or  two  daughters,  followed  at 
being  freely   discussed   in  Sirmoori  intervals,  till  at  last^  when  dead  low— 
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water  was  reached  in  the  Indian  said,  and  no  lisli  for  breakfast,  and 
nursery,  the  tide  homeward  ceased  lie  could  not  play  rackets  in  a  cov- 
10  ebb,  and  was  soon  followed  by  ered  court.  In  reality  he  was  pro- 
a  return  How.  Mary  came  first,  hably  too  lazy  to  attempt  the  jour- 
then  Emma,  and  so  on  about  every  ney,  and  rather  liked  the  indepen- 
year.  Eva  was  the-  last  importation,  dence  of  bachelor  life  for  a  time, 
and  one  younger  sister  still  remain-  He  could  then  dine  without  a  coal 
ed  in  England.  Their  stay  under  and  smoke  in  the  drawing-room, 
the  home  roof  was  never  long.  All  However,  he  was  always  very  glad 
the  girls  were  pretty  and  nice,  and  indeed  to  see  his  wife  and  children 
soon  found  homes  of  their  own,  when  they  returned  from  the  hills, 
more  or  less  prosperous  and  comfor-  and  readily  agreed  to  the  cntertain- 
table,  there  being  usually  not  much  ments  which  Mrs.  Marlon  was  famous 
more  time  between  the  return  to  and  for  giving,  when  he  appeared  in  a 
linal  departure  from  the  parental  venerable  dress-coat  of  twenty  years' 
nest  than  sufficed  to  get  out  the  service,  and  usually  slipped  away  to 
wedding-dress  from  England,  via  the  bed  when  the  gentlemen  left  the 
Cape;  and  already  the  worthy  man  dining-room.  He  always  presented 
bid  fair  to  rival  the  patriarchs  of  old  each  of  his  daughters  in  turn  on  her 
in  his  progeny  of  grandchildren,  born  arrival  with  an  Arab  horse,  and  a 
in  various  parts  of  the  presidency,  handsome  watch  and  chain  on  her 
and  most  of  whom  the  grandpapa  had  marriage.  All  other  domestic  ar- 
never  seen.  ranircmeiits  were  conducted  by  his 
Barton  himself  had  never  revisited  wife.  He  never  was  known  to  write 
England,  or  taken  leave  of  any  sort,  to  any  of  his  children ;  but  when 
his  only  moves  having  been  from  Sophy  lost  her  eldest  boy  he  shut 
one  station  to  another  as  he  obtained  himself  up  in  his  dressing-room  with 
bis  promotion  through  the  different  the  '.Delhi  Cazettc'  for  a  whole 
grades  of  assistant,  magistrate,  col-  afternoon,  and  did  not  go  to  the 
lector,  and  judge,  till  now  finally  racket-court  fur  a  couple  of  days, 
lie  was  landed  as  Commissioner  of  My  only  personal  acquaintance 
Tnghlukabad,  beyond  which  po>t  it  with  Mr.  Barton  had  occurred  several 
was  generally  understood  he  would  years  before,  when  I  was  a  subaltern 
not  be  promoted.  And  for  many  with  my  battery  at  Mustaphapoor  and 
years  his  wife  had  never  been  parted  he  was  judge  of  that  favourite  station; 
from  him,  except  for  the  above-men-  and  I  had  often  played  rackets  with 
tioned  journeys  to  Calcutta.  Bui  him,  and  partaken  of  Mrs.  Burton's 
when  the  girls  began  to  arrive  frcjuent  hospitalities.  Those  were 
from  home,  and  Emma  got  a  fever  in  the  days  of  low  tide,  when  only 
in  her  tir<t  hot  season,  Mrs.  Bar-  Eva's  younger  sister  remained  at 
ton  took  them  up  to  the  hills,  and  home,  a  little,  pale,  fair-haired  thing, 
had  followed  the  practice  ever  after-  talking  Hindustani  and  broken  Eng- 
wards,  always  occupying  the  same  li>h  with  a  peculiar  accent.  But, 
1  louse  at  Sirmoori  from  April  till  coupling  what  I  had  seen  of  the 
the  beginning  of  November  each  man  with  what  I  had  since  heard 
year,  when]  her  household  and  its  — especially  from  Mrs.  Barton,  who 
itttmction**  were  transferred  to  Togh-  la>t  season  used  to  pour  her  com- 
iiikabad  for  the  winter  months,  plaints  about  Joe's  perversity  and 
Barton  himself,  however,  could  never  indolence  by  the  hour  together 
be  induced  to  visit  the  hill-.  There  into  my  sympathetic  ear — I  had  not 
were  no   *>wiinming-haths  there,  he  anticipated    any   opposition    on    his 
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part,  and  his  letter  was  pretty  much  was  only  less  beautiful  than  his  mis- 
what  I  expected.  tress  ;  and  as  the  little  horse  arched 
All,  then,  was  now  happily  set-  his  glossy  neck  and  bounded  up  the 
tied;  the  engagement  might  be  an-  mountain-paths   which    at   Sirmoori 
nounced  as  a  fact  without  qnalifica-  do    duty  for    roads,    snorting    and 
tion ;  and  Eva  and  I  were  free  to  champing  his  bit  as  if  laughing  to 
come  and  go  without  the  exigencies  think  what  a  feather-weight  ho  car- 
of    propriety    demanding    that    her  ried,  he  seemed  to  know  as  well  as 
mamma  should  be  following  at  an  his  master  how  well  a  riding-habit 
indefinite  distance  in  the  rear ;  while  set  off  Eva's  slight  figure,  and  what 
everybody  who  met  us  in  our  after-  a  graceful  picture  the  two  made  to- 
noon  walks  passed  by  without  inter-  gether.       That   charming  mountain 
ruption,  according  to  the  approved  landscape  had  surely  never  a  pret- 
custom   in   such  case's.      And   now  tier  foreground, 
my  horses  arrived  from  Sirdhana,  Then   came  a   ball    to  which  of 
and  the  tedious  sedan  could  be  ex-  course  everybody  went.     Eva  want- 
changed  for  the  saddle.     Akbar  was  cd  to  teach  me  to   dance  for  the 
somewhat  too  impetuous  for  Eva's  lit-  occasion,  and  being  no  ways  loath 
tie  hands  to  manage  well ;  but  Selim,  to    receive    instructions  from  such 
my  second  charger,  was  the  perfee-  a  mistress,  we  had  sundry  practis- 
tion  of  a  lady's  horse,  docile,  high-  ings     in     the     drawing-room,     the 
couraged,   and  with   a  mouth  that  round  table  and  sofa  being  wheel- 
might  be  held  by  a  ribbon.     I  had  ed  out  into  the  verandah ;  but  not- 
never    given    way   to    the    practice  withstanding  the  favourable  circuni- 
which  the  too  easy  ways  of  our  re-  stances,  the  clumsy  pupil  did  not 
gimental  inspector  rendered  possible,  make  sufficient  progress  to  warrant 
of  keeping  up  only  one  respectable  an   appearance  in  public;   Eva  de- 
charger,  and  passing  off  any  old  hack  clared    she    must    not    dance  with 
or  buggy -horse  as  a  second  or  third,  anybody  else,  and  although  I  begged 
My  debts,  indeed,  were  partly  duo  to  her  to  reconsider  her  decision,  and 
a  sense  of  what  the  service  demanded  wo  had  almost  a  little  quarrel  about 
from  a  right-thinking  horse-artillery-  it,  she  refused  all  partners  except  for 
man,  for  Arabians  at  a  hundred  and  quadrilles;  and  while  longing,  I  could 
fifty  guineas  apiece  arc  not  readily  see,  for  a  waltz,  rather  hugged  the 
paid  for  out  of  one's  allowances  ;  idea  of  preserving  her  engagement 
but  my  imprudence  in  this  respect  dignity, 
now    seemed    like    wisdom.     Sclim 
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Mk.  Morlky's  book*  upon  the  other  side  of  the  channel,  and  his 
great  French  philosopher,  just  pub-  influence  represents  at  once  to  his 
Iished,  will  no  doubt  bring  the  name  enemies  and  his  friends  a  power  inl- 
and character  of  Voltaire  freshly  be-  mensely  greater  than  any  name  of 
fore  many  readers,  who  have  only  the  his  ecu  tiny — nay,  than  all  the  names 
vague  general  knowledge  of  him  of  his  century  put  together — have 
which  readers  are  apt  to  have  of  a  left  among  ourselves.  No  inquiry 
writer  whose  works  have  fallen  into  could  be  more  curious  and  interest- 
that  oblivion  of  greatness  which  is  ing  than  the  question  how  this  all 
scarcely  less  complete  than  the  obli-  came  about.  The  reader,  how- 
vion  of  littleness,  and  whose  per-  ever,  will  not  be  able  to  make  this 
sonal  mould  is  no  longer  attractive  out  from  "Voltaire,  by  John  Mor- 
to,  or  representative  of,  the  age.  Icy,1'  which,  though  a  work  of  much 
His  is  one  of  the  names  which  learning  and  some  eloquence,  is  not 
*'  everybody "  knows ;  and  every-  historical  but  critical,  and  demands 
body  knows  something  about  him.  an  acquaintance  at  once  with  the 
Certain  facts  in  his  history,  certain  man  and  his  works  which  we  fear 
things  ho  has  produced,  arc  part  of  only  scholars  possess.  Approaching 
the  general  foundation  of  knowledge  the  subject  from  no  scholarly  point 
which  comes  to  us,  we  do  not  well  of  view,  and  without  any  desire  to 
know  how,  from  the  fathers  and  enter  into  the  miserable  maze  of 
grandfathers  to  whom  the  quaint  clever  argument  by  which  Voltaire 
and  old-fashioned  distance  of  last  "  sc  sentit  appclc  a  detruiro  les  pre- 
centnry  bore  a  personal  interest,  juges  de  toutcs  especcs,"  wo  shall 
Wo  know  something  of  Voltaire's  endeavour  to  throw  a  little  light 
tragedies,  something  of  Candide  and  upon  the  character  and  position  of 
Dr.  Pangloss,  something  of  his  his-  this  remarkable  personage,  for  a 
tones,  and  a  great  deal  about  his  real  and  searching  examination  of 
connection  with  the  Circat  Frederic,  his  work  and  influence  in  his- 
and  the  miserable  quarrels  and  spite  tory  would  require  an  amount  of 
of  that  philosophic  circle.  We  space  and  labour  which  wo  can- 
know  too  that  he  holds  a  place  in  not  pretend  to  give.  Mr.  Morlcy 
French  literature  of  very  high  im-  makes  very  high  claims  for  his  hero : 
portancc,  and  even  in  something  u  When  the  right  sense  of  historical 
more  than  French  literature.  In  proportion  is  more  fully  developed 
France  herself,  spiritual  and  moral,  in  men's  minds,"  he  says,  "the 
there  is  still  a  kind  of  galvanic  life  name  of  Voltaire  will  stand  for  as 
in  the  strange  figure,  half  buffoon,  much  as  the  names  of  the  great 
half  philosopher,  which  probably  classic  movements  in  the  European 
takes  its  chief  value  from  the  fact  advance,  like  the  Revival  of  learn- 
that  in  itself  it  was  the  most  per-  ing  or  the  Reformation."  This  is 
fectly  representative  figure  of  his  making  more  than  a  man  of  the 
age.  The  man  Voltaire  died  nearly  great  representative  figure  of  the 
a  hundred  years  ago,  but  still  Vol-  seventeenth  century.  We  should 
tairism  is  spoken  of  as  if  it  were  a  have  thought  tbat  to  place  him  on 
n't  antagonist  of  Christianity  on  the  an  equality  with  Luther  would  have 
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been  distinction  enough,  but  Mr.  Mor-  Erudition  figures  him  as  shallow  and  a 

ley  seems  to  require  more  than  this.  Jrmcii :-  culture  condemns  him  for  im*h- 

\«.i    ;„,iwi    t  .,♦!,„,.  a™«  «^«.  «,™«»r  in£   llls   hatred    of   spiritual    falsehood 

And   indeed   Luther  does  not  occupy  m*ch   too   BCriously :  Christian  charity 

anywhere  the   same  living   position  feels   constrained  to  unmask  a  demon 

which  the  name  of  Voltaire  occupies  from  the  depths  of  the  pit.    The  plain 

in    men's   mouths,   at   least,  on  the  men  of  the  earth  who  ai\j  apt  to  lmv.s- 

other  *idc  of  the  Channel      It  is  a  urc  the  .merits  of  a  philosopher  by  the 

™T  il1U0  °...    C  ynannei:      "  ]s  a  strength  of  his  sympathy  with  existing 

uiflicult    position    for   an  individual  sources  of  comfort,  would  generally  a£ 

with  so  many  imperfections  on  his  prove  the  saying  of  Dr.  Johnson,  "thai 

head.     His  system  was  not  a  lofty  he  would  sooner  sign   a  sentence  for 

one,  whatever  its  success  may  have  Rousseau's  transportation  than  that  of 

,      '          ,  .     i  .                            £  anv  felon  who  had  gone  from  the  Old 

been,  and  m  his  own  person  he  was  Bailcy  for  manv   v*ar!S   uml   lnat  th#, 

very  far„from  blameless.     It  is  not  difference   between"  him    and    Voltaire 

an   apostolic  figure,    nor  a  celestial  was  so  slight  that  lIt  would  be  difticu't 

work,  which  can  be  presented  to  us,  J°  BCttJ?  thc,  proportions  of  iniquity  bc- 

n^,n  V,r  *i,«  «.««mA.f   ~t  nftlli'BB'  twecn  them/    Those  of  all  schools  and 

even  by  the  warmest  of  partisans,  professions  who  havc  thc  temperament 

but  still  it  is  one  which   has  filled  a  which  mistakes   strong  expressions  for 

large  place  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  strong  judgment,    and   violent   punisu 

and  which    in    many    ways    is   ex-  for  grounded    conviction,    have    been 

tremely  curious.     Everybody  whose  Jtimutoted    by  antipathy  ajpuntt   \ol- 

.   .  ^   ^"**y  o«     "'v  j    w*v        "w  taire  tQ  a  degree  that,  in  an:*  of  them 

opinion  has  been  worth  recording  for  with   latcut   turns  for    humour,    must 

the  ^last   hundred   years   has   given  now  and  then  have   stirred  a  land  of 

some    deliverance  on   this   subject;  reacting  sympathy.     The  rank  vocabu- 

and,  as  Mr.  Morley  tells  us,   these  laj7  of  malice  and  hate  noisome  fringe 

.  .,' .    u„„^i         «i  ^  .*„„  „i: „~  °f   the  history  of  opinion,  has  received 

judgments  have  been  about  as  diverse  ^^  of  its  most  fhmhwnt  terms  f mm 

as  there  have  been  lips  to  utter  them,  critics    of   Voltaire,  along   with    some 

He  is  himself  very  deeply  impressed  from  Voltaire    himself,  who    unwisely 

with   the    importance    of    Voltaire's  did  not  refuse  to  follow  an  adversary's 

work       Yet   ho   does   not   disguise,  ^ ^"^itaire  wa>  the  ve:v  eye  of 

but  rather,  if  we  may  say  so,  takes  a  modern  illumination/'               *      " 
kind  of  serious  pleasure  in  record- 
ing the  many  animadversions  which 

havc  attended  his  hero's  name.  Thus  applauded  on  one  side  and 

assailed  on   the  other,   worshipped, 

'•Voltairism  may  stand  for ^hc  name  abuscd,  flattered,  and  menaced,  with 

of  the    Renaissance    of    the  eighteenth  __     «v!,.0  „„„„„„!    „„,i    ;.,♦««-;<„    ~p 

century,  for  that  name  takes  in  all  the  jn    extravagance    and    intensity   of 

icrious*  baitings   and    .shortcomings    of  feeling  unknown    to  common   men, 

this   strange   movement,  as  well   as  iU  the  character  of  Voltaire  can  be  no 

terrible   lire,    swiftness,    sincerity,    and  ordinary    one.      lie  was   a   poet,    a 

-trcmrth.      The    rays    from    Voltaire's  hist0rian,  a  philosopher,  and  a  critic, 

hurmnu:  and  far-fhininic  spirit  no  sooner  T                    •     i     i          i      r  i  • 

*tnuk   upon   the  genius   of   the  time,  In  every  single  branch  of  his  pur- 

•".ated   dark    and   dead   like  the  black  suits  he  has  been,  even  in  his  own 


stone    of    Mcninon'b   statue,   than   the    country,    surpassed  ;    vet    no    indi 


schools   ever   ready   with    compendious    fewer   ignore   his   reputation.      The 

label,   he   is   th-    revolutionary  destruc-    mass  of  volumes  which  compose  his 
live,     lo  each    alike    of   the    countless  ,     .   ,  ..£ 


11  »  V.  1W       V41V  it        IIIIJYU         WJL         I  III.         lUlllllKOD  J  ,       <|  ..1 

orthodox  fcects,  his  name.  \*  the  symbol    pedestal    are     overrun    with    moss 
for  the  prevailing  uf  the  gate*  of  hell,     and  closed  with  the  ivies  and  cling- 
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ing  tendrils  of  the  past,  but  the  loped,  the  dim  beginning*  of  some- 
figure  above  them,  with  all  its  thing  new  preparing  for  the  death- 
defects  and  meannesses — heaven  struggle  with  the  old  world,  which 
knows,  as  poor  a  figure  of  a  man  as  no  one  as  yet  foresaw.  The  Court 
ever  was  mounted  on  that  eminence  was  under  the  sway  of  Madame  dc 
—holds  its  place  still,  though  the  Maintenon,  and  had  become  ficti- 
gcneral  mind  does  not  quite  know  tiously  good  and  religious  as  it  had 
why.  once  been  fictitiously  joyous  and 
Francois  Marie  Arouet,  calling  popular  ;  and  Paris  and  its  society, 
himself,  for  some  reason  or  other,  which  was  not  growing  old  like  Loins, 
winch  none  of  his  biographers  seem  went,  as  was  not  unnatural,  into 
quite  able  to  make  out,  Voltaire,  violent  opposition,  and  "out  of  dis- 
wus  born  in  February  1094,  in  gust  for  the  severities  of  Versailles, 
i'tiris.  His  father  was  well  oil',  and  carried  freedom  and  pleasure  to  the 
of  respectable  condition,  holding  an  extent  of  licence.''  Nothing  could 
employment  in  the  public  service  ;  be  more  gay,  more  brilliant,  more 
and  he  was  educated,  as  a  child  attractive  than  that  cleverest  and 
in  his  circumstances  brought  up  by  wickedest  climax  of  good  company  ; 
parents  who  meant  him  to  rise  in  ami  young-  Voltaire,  whose  pctitca 
the  world  naturally  would  be,  at  a  ejn't; raw  turn  seem  to  date  back  to  a 
college  taught  by  the  Jesuits.  Kven  very  early  period  in  his  existence, 
at  this  early  age  the  child  must  have  was  the  true  child  of  his  time,  at 
shown  a  freedom  from  national  once  its  best  representative  and  its 
prejudices  and  spiritual  necessities  crowning  production.  That  was 
greater  than  ordinary,  for  one  of  not  the  ago  of  revolution.  Nearly 
the  reverend  fathers  prophesied  of  a  century  had  to  come  and  go  ere 
him  that  he  would  yet  be  the  Cory-  the  grim  practical  seriousness  of  the 
p!ut>.  t!ii  JJt'ivne  in  France.  He  was  national  soul,  driven  frantic  by 
launched  into  the  world  at  an  early  misery,  had  to  take  up  the  coarser 
age,  and  under  the  most  "hcnrcu*es  work,  and  make  all '  the  ]>crsijlagc 
circonHtiirfcn"  us  his  biographer,  and  all  the  witticisms  into  a  tre- 
Oondorcct,  assures  us,  under  the  mendom  reality,  at  which  the  gay- 
special  patronage  of  several  of  those  est  society  ceased  to  laugh.  In  the 
brilliant  and  delightful  abbes —  mean  time  jxfit'S  tjnyMmme*  were 
churchmen  whose  only  ecclesiastical  what  the  world  lived  for,  and  other 
habit  was  their  soutane,  and  who  did  things  equally  jut-ifi*.  It  was 
r.'»t  pretend  to  the  smallest  shred  the  age  of  intitts  mui*on^  pttits 
either  of  faith  or  morals — who  abound  inuper*%  and  many  more  charm- 
in  all  the  memoirs  of  the  period,  ing  indulgences — opposed  to  all 
One  of  the  protectors  of  his  youth  of  which  stood  a  black  -  cowled 
was  the  famous  Ninon,  who  left  him  frowning  Church,  of  which  in  their 
a  legacy  to  buy  books,  and  approved  secret  souls  most  people  were  a  little 
greatly  of  the  lad.  With  such  in-  afraid,  which  set  its  face  against 
structors  his  mind  developed  rapidly,  everything  —  opinions,  epigrams, 
The  tide  had  turned,  by  that  time,  pleasant  little  vices,  all  that  Paris 
of  the  (Jrand  Monarquc's  splendour  field  most  dear.  The  Church  was 
and  popularity.  That  false  but  not,  let  us  allow,  attractive  at  that 
gorgeous  culmination  of  success  and  period.  It  was  one  of  her  dark 
magnificence  was  over,  and  the  ter-  days,  when  the  llesh  had  gained 
rible  chaos  which  followed  began  to  upon  her  largely,  and  when  her 
rise  darkly — not  yet  apparent — with  faithful  regiments  who  stood  firm 
all  its  tragic  disorders  yet  undeve-  had  grown  morose,  and  even  cruel, 
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at  sight  of  the  temptations  around,  inextinguishable  laughter,  when  not 
which  other  people  yielded  to,  which  of  indignation.  Except  this  visible 
they  had  themselves  the  virtue  to  and  not  pleasant  embodiment  of  the 
resist,  but  not  the  virtue  to  hate.  Church,  he  and  his  contemporaries 
Half-a-dozen  gay  abbes,  leading  lives  seem  to  have  had  no  idea  of  any- 
a  trifle  wickeder  and  more  luxuri-  thing  representing  a  higher  life  than 
ous  than  those  of  their  lay  com-  their  own.  This  is  their  distin- 
panions,  naturally  produced  at  least  guishing  peculiarity  among  the  ages, 
one  gloomy  j)ri est,  who,  being  but  a  Other  generations  have  disputed 
man  of  his  time  like  them,  was  ex-  and  opposed,  as  hotly  and  more  cf- 
asperatcd  and  acerbated  by  his  own  fectually,  the  sway  of  Home — have 
goodness,  and  only  too  glad,  when  stigmatised  and  abused,  and  even 
he  had  the  chance,  to  shut  the  gates,  satirised  and  laughed  at  her  ;  but 
not  of  heaven  only,  but  even  of  the  these  generations  were  always  more 
grave,  upon  the  scoffer  who  defied  or  less  officered  and  inspired  by  men 
him.  The  two  opposite  sides  acted  with  a  creed  which  they  believed 
upon  each  other  as  they  always  do.  to  bo  more  pure,  and  a  higher 
Lawless  wit  and  mockery  on  one  ideal  of  life  than  that  which  they 
hand,  produced — what  could  they  assailed.  The  age  of  Voltaire  was 
else? — fierce,  hysterical,  and  often  embarrassed  with  no  such  ideal- 
foolish  zeal  on  the  other.  The  ism.  If  the  church  was  never  less 
wicked  world  had  so  much  the  best  attractive  than  in  that  unhappy  age, 
of  it  in  every  way,  to  all  appearance,  the  world  was  never  more  distinct, 
that  it  is  hard  to  blame  a  depressed  It  did  not  even  profess  that  code 
and  languid  Church,  partaking  but  of  primitive  morality,  natural  right 
too  much  of  the  spiritual  deadncss  and  wrong,  which  modern  unbcliev- 
of  the  time,  for  having  had  recourse  crs  often  embellish  by  lives  which 
— God,  or  perhaps  rather  the  devils,  are  almost  saintly ;  no  such  ideas 
knew  how — to  those  wild  outbursts  existed  in  the  lively  brain  of  the 
of  miracle  which  it  is  so  impossible  eighteenth  century.  Mr.  Morlcy, 
to  understand,  and  wluch,  while  who  belongs  to  the  nineteenth,  can- 
powerless  and  meaningless  for  any  didly,  and  without  any  difficulty, 
good,  give  the  adversary  always  a  allows  this.  For  instance,  the  most 
double  occasion  to  blaspheme.  The  fundamental  of  all  natural  virtues, 
only  alternative  known  by  Vol-  that,  upon  which  society  is  built,  and 
tairo  to  his  own  giddy,  merry,  the  value  of  which,  on  its  lowest 
agreeable,  and  unprincipled  society  ground,  even  savage  nations  have  an 
was  this  austere,  disagreeable,  plea-  appreciation  of,  was  not  only  ignor- 
Mirc-condemning,  miracle-producing  cd,  but  ridiculed  by  the  age.  Per- 
Church.  It  was  understood  that  sonal  purity  was  a  weakness,  a  folly, 
this  gloomy  apparition  was  seated  almost  a  vice  in  its  eyes,  and  chiefly 
at  the  portals  which  led  out  of  life,  for  the  reason  that  it  had  been  par- 
and  that  in  mockery  or  in  terror  it  tially  deified  by  the  Church.  On 
was  well  to  conciliate  and  make  this  subject  Mr.  Morley  speaks  as 
terms  with  her,  as  soon  as  these  follows : — 
portals  were  approached ;  but  up  to 

that  disagreeable  moment,  which  no  «Tnc   peculiarity  of   the   licence   of 

one  cared   to   look  forward   to,  Su-  France  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 

perstition,  which  was  her  name,  was  century  te,  that  it  was  looked  upon  with 

the  fairest  and  the  foremost  object  complacency  by  the  peat   intellectual 

frt*  oil  4V.o  ~;u^  ««/i  .»i««« *-:„„  ~*  leaders  of    opinion.    It  took  its  place 

for  all  the  gibes  and  pleasantries  of  iu  the  progressive  formula.  WhatauW 

an  audacious   society— the  cause  of  ity  was  to   other  forward  movements, 
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licence  was  to  thK    It  is  not  difficult  to  frankly-acknowledged    vilencss    on 

perceive  how  ro  extraordinary  a  circum-  principle,   for    which,    perhaps,    the 

stance  came  to  pass.    Chastity  jjiatho  f      ts    wcre    tho     only    reasonable 
supreme  virtue  in  the  eves  of  the  Church,        6_.  .  T  ....  J  , 

the  mystic  key  to  the  Christian  boHnct*.  medicine.      Little     reason     enough 

Continence  was  one  of  the  most  sacred  of  there    was    Detwecn    them,    heaven 

the  pretensions  by  which  the  organised  knows — miserable  fleshly  vengeance 

preachers  of   biiperstitiou   claimed   the  on  tho  one   han(i    miscrablo  fleshly 

reverence  of  nun  and  women.    It  was  „.^ni^nnnca    ^.^   ;«frt  o  n^^A    ™ 

idcntiiled,  therefore,  in  a  particular  man-  wantonness   made   into  a  creed    on 

ncr  with  that  Infamous  against  which  the  the  other.    Such  were  the  two  forces 

main  assault  of  the  times  was  directed,  which    Voltaire  saw   partaking    tho 

So  men  contended,  more  or  less  expressly  world  between  them  when  ho  burst 

-lirst  that  continence  was  no  commaiut-  •  t     -,   in  all  the     x         ftnd  ardour 
Ing  chief   among  virtues;  then  that  it       -    .,\  .,        -b      J.   „      ,.  .    . 

w£j  a  very  supertTclal  and  easily  practised  of    that   youth    of    genius  which  is 

virtue ;  llnally,  tliat  it  was  no  virtue  at  the     most    heavenly    or    tho    most 

all,   but,   if   sometimes  a   convenience,  devilish   of    all    powers    under    the 

generally  an  impediment  to  free  human  sun 
happinerrt."  ^yQ   cannot   follow    his    youthful 

career  in  detail ;  twice  over  he  man- 

npr    .  ,    .  A  aged  to  get  himself    into   the  Has- 

#  We  have  no  desire  to  misrepresent  tiJlc  in  that  period  when  Uttre*  de 

cither  the  age  or  the  hero.     This  is  caehcU  rained  fpom  the  officlal  skies 

Mr.  Morley  s  statement  of  the  qucs-  of    France>     Thc  first  tim(N  hia  of_ 

tion.     That  which   is   of    all    other  fence  or  supll09od  offcncc  was  p0lj. 

restnctions    the    one    most    vitally  tioa,      It  was  immediatoly  after  the 

important  to  society  was  thus  abo-  (leath  of  L()uis  XIV    whcn   amid  a 

hshed    by    society    itself,    because  showcr  of  otiier  satiros  and  execra- 

it  was   held   in   special   esteem   by  ti  thcrc   WM  publishcd   a  vexy   . 

^Superstition.       It  is  therefore  evi-  clcver  anrl   indccd   powcrful   sct  0f 

dent  that  this  age  did  not  dream  of  ymm  cntitlcd  »Leg  ffti  vu.»   These 

opposing  to  "Superstition    any  purer  are      inted  in  somc  cditiong  of  hig 

idealism,  but  that"  its  law  of  nature  work      as    unltribues   fausscment" 

was  the  simple  law  of   thc  animal  tQ  yoltairCi  bl|t  this  dcniai  j8  very 
world,  and  that  it  was   content  to  and     u         aro    Sllfficientlj 

place   its    rebellion   on    the    lowest  striki       to  warrant  the  ideas  that 

and  most  distinct  ground:  no  com-  th      werc  his      Aftcr  a  melancholy 

plications,  no  nuance*,  were  ir i  this  rcc^rd    of    all    the    wron{?s    whicn 

straightforward  profession  of  faith;  u  j.ai   v    ..  thc  verscs  terminate  as 

and,  to  do  the  men  justice,  they  lived  f0ii0W3 . 

up  to  their  creed. 

This,    however,    makes    a    broad  » j-ai  Vll  un  hypocrite  honoris 

distinction  between    the  unbelief  of  J'ai  vu,  e'eat  tout  Ulrc,  unjesuitc  ador<3, 

Volrim*'*    wo    onrl    tho<o    XcintU    nf  •!'»!  vu  cos  maux  so«»le  regno  nincslo 

\oicaircs   age   ana  tnose   Kinus   01  jvan  princc  qui  ja(iis  la  colore  ccle»te 

unbelief    with  winch    we   are   more  Accorda.     par    vengeance,    a     not    desire 

familiar.     The  two  sides   were   per-  ,.  .    ftrdl,n^:w.         ni    ,„  „•„,   wtnm  ,.«„.,♦ 

-     A,      ,.   ..  ,     .    .,  '.  J  al   vu   ces   mnux,  ct   jc   n  al    pas   vingt 

fcctly  distinct,  and  at  the  same  time  anB." 

perfectly  harmonious.    On  one  hand, 

hell-fire   and   all   its  flames,  and,  if        "  He  was  a  little  more  than  twen- 

occasion  offered,  legal  fire  of  a  still  ty-two,"  says  Condorcet,   4*  and  the 

more  undesirable  kind,  fagots  in  the  police  looked  upon  that  conformity 

market-place,  and  other  such  indis-  of  age  as  a  sufficient  proof   to  de- 

p u table    arguments ;     and    on    thc  prive    him    of    his    liberty."      His 

other  a  pleasant,  partially-legalised,  second  imprisonment  was  occasioned 


a 
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by  a  little  incident  still  more  char-  ing  his  high-tragic  step  and  bearing, 

acteristic  of  the  period.     The  young  The  Marechalo  do  Villars,  who  was 

homme   d1  esprit  who  was  .nobody,  present,  asked  who  was  the  young 

made  a  saucy  answer  to  no  less  a  man  who  evidently  was  trying  to 

personage  than  a  Rohan  at  some  one  ruin  the  piece  ?    She  was  told  it  was 

of  the  convivial  meetings  which  he  the  author !     This  curious  piece  of 

has   described  with  gay  vanity  as  juvenile  cynicism  and  mockery  even 

made  up  of  princes  and  poets.     The  of  himself,  procured  for  him  the  ac- 

Rohan,   too  splendid  to  descend  to  quaintance  of  the  lady,  for  whom  ho 

personal  means  of  punishment,  had  immediately  conceived    a   profound 

the  daring  young  plebeian  cudgelled  and  unrequited  passion  —  the  first 

by  his  lackeys  at  the  very  door  of  and  most  serious  of  his  life.     Per- 

the  house  of  the  Due  de  Sulli  where  haps    there    was    a    certain    poetic 

the  bon-mot  had  been  said.     Young  justice  in  this  result  of  his  etourderie : 

Voltaire  "  would  have  taken'means,"  it  made  him  lose  a  great  deal  of 

says     Condorcct,     cautiously,     uto  time  which  he  afterwards  mourned 

avenge     his     outraged     honour  —  over,  but  no  doubt,  which  would  be 

means  authorised  by  the  manners  a  consolation,  extended  his  connec- 

of  modern  nations,  but  condemned  tion  still  further  with  the  society  he 

by  their  laws  ;"  in  other  words,  Mr.  loved. 

Morley  tells  us,  he  tried  to  induce  his  The  time  of  Voltaire's  visit  to 
princely  insulter  to  fight  him.  But  England  was  one  specially  favour- 
that  would  have  been  too  great  an  able  for  him.,  Mr.  Morley  mentions 
honour  for  a  poet,  and  the  Rohan  as  a  surprise  and  novelty  to  the 
sent  him  to  the  Bastille  instead,  visitor,  the  high  place  which  he  found 
This,  which  would  have  disgusted  to  be  occupied  in  England  by  liter- 
many  a  man  with  fine  society,  and  ary  men.  "The  poet*"  he  says, 
which  no  doubt  was  one  instance  of  "who  had  been  thrown  into  prison 
the  many  insulting  indignities  which  for  resenting  a  whipping  from  a 
at  last  drove  France  mad,  and  gave  nobleman's  lackeys,  found  himself  in 
her  some  kind  of  wild  excuse  for  a  country  where-  Newton  and  Locke 
the  awful  retribution  she  exacted,  were  rewarded  with  lucrative  places 
had  no  such  imbittcring  effect  upon  in  the  administration  of  the  country, 
Voltaire.  He  grinned  and  bore  it,  where  Prior  and  Gay  acted  in  im- 
no  doubt,  with  literal  exactitude ;  portant  embassies,  and  where  Addi- 
and  on  his  liberation  from  prison  in  son  was  a  secretary  of  state."  This 
six  months  found  himself  banished  sounds  very  fine,  but  we  cannot  help 
from  Paris,  and  made  the  best  of  his  doubting  whether  the  sharp-sighted 
fate  by  going  to  England,  which,  so  Frenchman  could  have  felt  much 
far  as  his  personal  success  went,  was  envy  for  these  seeming  splendid  ap- 
undoubtedly  by  much  the  best  thing  pointments.  He  himself  executed 
that  could  have  befallen  him.  important  missions  in  after-times, 
There  is,  however,  one  little  in-  but  he  had  the  wisdom  not  often 
cident  of  this  preface  of  his  life  belonging  to  his  race  to  make  him- 
which,  though  trifling  enough,  is  self  independent,  and *  to  trust  his 
worth  quoting.  During  his  first  provision  to  no  one — a  circumstance 
imprisonment  he  finished  and  pre-  which,  in  all  countries,  smooths 
pared  for  the  stage  4  Edipus,'  his  first  matters  immensely  for  the  man  of 
tragedy.  At  one  of  its  earliest  repe-  literature.  Rut  there  has  never 
titions  an  intruder  suddenly  appear-  perhaps  been  a  time  when  the  Eng- 
ed  upon  the  stage,  holding  up  the  lish  republic  of  letters  so  much 
train  of  the  high  priest,  and  mimick-  resembled  the  French  in  its  tone,  and 
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laws,  and  manner.:!.  Unique  among  time,  as  Mr.  Morlcy  points  out,  had 
the  ages,  that  period  of  literature  been  but  an  instinctive  opposition 
submitted  itself,  as  none  in  Eng-  to  the  Church,  its  severities  and  pre- 
land  had  done  before  or  has  done  tensions.  But  he  now  discovered 
since,  to  those  rules  of  correct  art  with  delight  that  philosophy  had 
which  have  always  reigned  on  the  gone  a  great  deal  further,  and  that 
other  side  of  the  Channel.  "What-  there  was  scarcely  any  limit  to  the 
ever  new  principles  Voltaire  drew  length  which  his  friends  permitted 
from  it,  its  love  for  the  unities,  its  themselves  to  go.  He  found  these 
terror  for  the  barbarisms  of  genius,  friends  pervaded  by  a  deism  found- 
its  ideas  of  grace  and  melody  in  ed  on  4*  the  philosophy  of  Shaftcs- " 
style,  were  like  his  own.  And  so  bury,  expounded  by  Ilolingbroke, 
to  a  great  extent  was  its  moral  atti-  and  embellished  by  the  poetry  of 
tude, — an  attitude  almost  equally  pro-  Pope."  lie  made  acquaintance  with 
fane,  but  not  polemically  immoral,  the  two  greater  shadows  of  Newton 
for  the  simple  reason  that  "  Supersti-  ami  Locke,  which,  without  any  will 
lion"  —  i.e.,  the  Church — did  not  of  theirs,  dominated,  or  seemed  to 
possess  the  same  power  in  England  dominate,  that  clever  chaos:  and 
as  in  France,  and  could  not  enforce  without  in  the  least  entering  into 
the  same  penalties.  It  was  a  thing  the  higher  spirit  of  thjse  great 
which  could  be  good-humouredly  names,  he  took  up  so  much  of  their 
ignored,  laughed  at,  or  patronised  teaching  as  was  congenial  to  him. 
with  contemptuous  complaisance,  lie  learnt  that  imagination  must  be 
without  an}'  breach  of  recognised  banished  from  reasoning  by  the 
p>od  manners  or  public  scandal,  severe  laws  of  induction  ;  that 
This  curious  and  delightful  freedom  no  theory  must  be  accepted  with- 
from  all  obtrusive  claims  must  have  out  being  proved ;  and  that  the 
struck  him  at  once,  as  every  difler-  understanding  can  know  nothing 
encc  which  lies  on  the  surface  strikes  that  is  not  communicated  to  it  by 
a  stranger ;  and  the  careless  Protes-  the  senses.  I'pon  those  precious 
taut  ease  of  men  never  required  to  intellectual  tools  he  pounced  with 
dot!"  a  hat  before  a  passing  cross,  all  the  avidity  of  his  nature.  No 
or  bend  a  knee  to  any  sacramentary  doubt  it  was  something  like  a  new 
procession,  no  doubt  impressed  him  gospel  which  they  revealed  to  him. 
with  a  sense  of  absolute  freedom  For  it  must  be  remembered  that 
from  all  the  troublesome  cireum-  this  young  genius,  the  last  flower  of 
stances  of  religion.  And  then,  of  a  most  corrupt  society,  trained  in 
course,  the  England  of  his  experi-  what  we  have  ventured  to  call  polcmi- 
ence  was  the  class  which  received  cal  immorality,  was  one  of  those  curi- 
him,  as  it  is  to  all  strangers.  The  ous  exceptional  men  born  now  and 
real  heart  of  the  country,  which  has  then  into  the  world,  without  any  ap- 
always  been  kept  sound  by  unosten-  parent  trace  in  him  of  that  portion  of 
tatious  piety  and  reverential  feel-  human  nature  commonly  called  soul. 
ing,  was  as  much  out  of  his  reach  as  Voltaire  had  an  excess  of  intellect 
Kamschatka  ;  but  he  knew  the  wits,  He  had  something  which  served 
who  never  before  or  since  have  had  him  very  well  for  a  heart,  and  which 
things  so  much  their  own  way  on  was  capable  of  some  honest  and  real 
the  gay  surface  of  society,  and  he  emotions — he  had  feeling  and  un- 
found  himself  no  doubt  in  a  sort  of  questionable  benevolence  ;  but  he 
Paradise  in  that  free-speaking  and  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  spir- 
frce-thinking  world.  itual  necessities,  or  even  conscious- 
Voltaire'^  scepticism,   up   to   this  ness  that  spiritual  necessities  could 
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be.     Mr.    Morlcy    comments    upon  thing  but  the  most  impartial  scientific 
the    weakness    of    that    "form    of  language,  wo  know  no  better  way 
Christian  profession  which  now  fas-  of  describing  him  than  to  say  that 
cinates  many  fine  and  subtle  minds/*  he  was  a  man  without  a  soul.     He 
which  is  founded  upon  the  belief,  had  no  spiritual  necessities  of  his 
or  rather  "assumption,  that  there  own,    and    he    regarded    those    of 
are  certain  inborn   cravings  in   the  others    with    simple    curiosity  and 
human  heart,    constant,    profound,  wonder,  if  not  witli  indignation  and 
and     inextinguishable,"    of     which  contempt.     The    strange    weakness 
Christianity  is  the  fullest  satisfac-  of  many  human  creatures  in  this  re- 
tion.     With  this  u  graceful  develop-  spect — their  craving  for  unseen  for- 
ment  of  belief,"  Voltaire,  he  says,  tification,  consolation,  and  counsel — 
had  no  acquaintance ;  and  he  ima-  their  attempt  to  establish  relations 
gtnes  how  his   hero   "  would  have  with  the  unknown — was  to  him  what 
sought    the     grounds    for     willing  the  raptures  of  a  party  of  musical 
those  aspirations  universal."  On  this  amateurs  arc  to  a  man  without  an 
point  we   entirely  agree   with    Mr.  car.     Ho  listens  to  their  discussions 
Morlcy.     We  believe  that  such  as-  with  surprised  and  half-curious  de- 
purations are  not  universal,  and  that  rision.      What    do    the    blockheads 
a  learned  and  exhaustive  study  of  mean?    Are  these  ecstasies  put  on 
the  examples  of  humanity  of  whom  for  a  purpose,  mere   affectations  of 
it  can  be  clearly  proved  that  they  enthusiasm  ;  or  are  they  so  besotted 
do  not  possess  anything  of  the  kind,  as  really  to  imagine  that  they  have 
would  be  one  of  the  most  interest-  found  beauty  and  meaning  in  the 
ing  of  historical  investigations.     Vol-  succession  of  noises  which   convey 
tairo  was  one  of  these  men  ;  so  was  no  sense  whatever  to  him  ?    This 
Hume,    who    lived    and    influenced  example  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon 
the  same  age,  and  was  a  very  differ-  one ;  and  those  who  have  either  felt 
ent  character  from  Voltaire.     Both  the    difficulty    in    their    own    per- 
of  them  lived  long  lives,  were  fully  sons,  or  been  made  the  confidant  of 
recompensed  in   this   world  for  all  others,  will  know  how  bewildering 
they  had  done  and  intended  to  do,  to  all  the  faculties  is  this  absence  of 
reaped  their  harvests,  finished  their  one.     Voltaire  was   in  this  position 
work,   and  really  do    not  seem   to  in  respect  to  religion.     Many  inci- 
have  had  in  their  lives,  or  to  have  dents  in  his  life  dispose  us  to  believe 
left  behind  them,   any   wrong    un-  that  he  looked  upon  it  as  mere  act- 
redressed,     any     advantage     unse-  ing ;  a  farce  in  which,  when  needful, 
cured,    which  would  make  another  he  was  quite  ready  to  play  his  part 
world   necessary.     Perhaps   the  in-  as  other  men  played  theirs,  in  obe- 
quiry  would  be  an  audacious   one,  dience  to  some  {grotesque  and  incom- 
but,  could  we  follow  it  out,  and  dis-  prehcnsiblc  prejudice.     But  he  was 
cover  in  the  career  of  other  men  of  absolutely  destitute  of  the  faculty 
corresponding  character    the    same  for  understanding   what    the  word 
wonderful   completeness  and  finish  really  meant,  and  what   the    i$reat 
of  the  mortal  cycle,  there  might  be  mass  of  men  in  all  ages  have  under- 
grounds for  building  a  very  curious  stood  by  it.     When  we  say  this,  we 
theory  upon  the  subject     The  in-  feel  that  we  are  defending  and  not 
stances,   however,   are    too   few   to  assailing    his    character;    his    infi- 
makc  this  easily  practicable.     Vol-  delity  had     no    evil     intention     in 
tairc    was    one    of    those    singular  it.      He    thoroughly    and    honestly 
beings.  "Without  meaning  the  slight-  believed  that  he  was  doing  the  very 
est  disrespect,  or  desiring  to  use  any-  best  thing   by  his  countrymen    in 
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convoying  his  new  light  to  them,  como  so  much  a  fashion  that  even 
He  was  not  only  convinced  of  the  those  who  profit  by  it  most  grow 
justice  of  his  philosophy,  but  also  weary  of  its  mild  forbearances.  And 
that  it  was  the  best  of  philosophies,  it  is  the  very  philosophers  whoso 
clearing  away  all  mists  from  the  existence,  so  to  speak,  is  guaranteed 
horizon,  and  defining  clearly  the  by  its  principles,  who,  tired  of  so 
real  and  legitimate  objects  of  human  much  gentle  humbug,  have  begun 
endeavour.  When  he  came  back  to  to  teach  the  world  once  more  that 
Franco,  "  sc  sen  tint  appcle  a  detruirc  it  is  best  to  call  a  spade  a  spade, 
des  prejuges  de  toutes  cspeces,"  it  For  a  long  time  past  we  hare  all 
was  with  a  line  glow  of  sentiment  been  disposed  to  believe  that  as- 
that  he  recognised  his  duty.  To  saults  upon  established  religions 
himself  the  world  was  much  im-  are  far  from  being  necessarily  Xr- 
proved  in  every  way  by  the  clearing  religious ;  and  to  allow  that  very 
oft"  of  so  many  ridiculous  mysteries,  good  men — men  of  pure  character 
He  was  more  at  his  case  in  it;  and  and  natural  piety,  are  to  be  found 
though  even  to  him  this  reasonable  in  the  class  which  our  forefathers 
world,  wherein  men  managed  their  would  have  broadly  stigmatised, 
own  aflkirs  without  any  interposition  hated,  and  probably  burnt,  as  in- 
on  the  part  of  God,  took  by  moments  ft  dels.  Indeed  there  has  of  late 
the  maddest  air  of  chaos,  wild  years  been  a  tendency  to  exalt  the  * 
bacchanal  dance  of  folly  and  ruin,  holy  unbeliever  to  a  quite  dispropor- 
yet  he  felt  it  enough  for  him  and  tionate  elevation.  This  habitual 
asked  no  more.  A  man  whose  intel-  prejudice  makes  it  painful  for  us  to 
lect  alone  is  convinced  of  the  ncga-  assert  of  any  assault  upon  establish- 
tion  of  all  things,  may  go  mad  of  it  or  cd  religion  that  it  is  not  really  in  its 
die  in  despair,  as  some  few  men  have  way  a  religious  movement,  an  at- 
done  ;  but  the  man  without  a  soul  tempt  at  something  bettor,  a  kind  of 
is  cheerful  in  the  midst  of  the  dis-  crusade  of  enlightenment  and  high 
solving  views  and  break ing-up  seen-  principle,  with  purer  tendencies  and 
cry  of  the  ancient  heaven ;  and  the  higher  aims  than  religion  itself.  But 
more  cheerfully  content  he  is  with  scientific  truthfulness  compels  us  to 
himself,  the  more  el lectual  is  his  admit  that  the  Voltairism  of  Voltaire 
influence  upon  others.  He  is  like  and  his  times  was  entirely  an  irreli- 
thc  Christian  disciples,  an  epistle  gious  movement  This  fact  separ- 
read  of  all  men.  If  Voltaire,  one  of  atcs  it  broadly  from  all  such  systems 
the  finest  minds  of  his  age,  was  thus  as  that  of  Comto,  for  example, 
impervious  to  ali  religious  impres-  which  professes  to  replace  with  some- 
sions,  and  cheerfully  satisfied  to  do  thing  else  of  a  spiritual  character  the 
without  them,  how  was  he  to  ima-  ancient  economy  which  it  attempted 
ginc  in  lesser  natures  a  finer  suscep-  to  destroy.  Voltaire  and  his  age 
tibility  than  his  own  V  or  how  were  went  broadly  on  the  contrary  prin- 
these  lesser  natures  to  credit  their  ciplc  that  religion  was  unnecessary 
own  longings  against  the  testimony  and  superfluous;  not  one  special  rc- 
of  this  homme  nuperlcurt  Thus  ligion,  but  all,  or  any  ;  and  that  tho 
he  was  clothed  for  his  mission  in  world  was  better  without  it  He 
mail  which  made  him  personally  in-  had  no  objections  to  a  vague  god 
vulnerable,  without  even  a  spiritual  and  a  vague  immortality  for  those 
tendon  Achilles  attainable  to  his  ad-  who  cared  for  such  visions  ;  but  his 
versaries.  whole  system  was  absolutely  non- 
Toleration,  we  believe,  was  once  spiritual  We  have  already  indi- 
a  difficult  virtue.     It  has  now  be-  catcd  that  in  one  particular  at  least 
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and  that  a  most  important  one,  it  France  tells  us,  still  eminent  in  the 

was  also  non-moral.   Thus  the  great-  midst  of  her,  a  power  against  which 

est  and  most  successful  movement  Religion  feels  all  her  efforts  kept  in 

against     Christianity  —  that    which  perpetual  strain.     And  yet  there  is 

has  lived  and  lasted,  and  still  holds  no  possibility  of  cither  spiritual  or 

its    head     in    ostentatious    vitality  moral  influence  in  him,  nothing  that 

among  living  influences — was  a  sys-  elevates  the  mind  or  expands  the 

tern    which    (scientifically)    ignored  heart      The  fact    is   very  cxtraor- 

all    religious    principle    and   feeling  dinary,   and   not  very  flattering  to 

whatever,  and  which  permitted  and  mankind. 

indeed  encouraged  immorality.  Old-  Mr.  Morley  is  very  distinct  upon 
fashioned  people  took  this  for  grant-  this  unspiritual  and  un-moral  char- 
ed, and  acted  accordingly :  but  acter  of  his  hero's  system.  "  It  con- 
tho  evident  fact,  that  systems  tained  no  element  of  asceticism,"  he 
which  affect  the  hearts  and  lives  of  says ;  it  was  a  "  reaction  against  the 
men  do  not  generally  triumph  by  subordination  of  the  intellectual  to 
their  easiness ;  and  the  modern  pre-  the  moral  side  of  man."  It  had  no 
judice,  that  there  must  be  some  pure  aid  from  the  higher  imagination, 
nucleus  of  goodness  in  everything  which  indeed  it  ignored,  along  with 
which  permanently  attracts  men —  the  subjects  which  interest  that 
makes  us  only  capable  of  admitting  divinest  faculty — nor  from  the  moral 
to  ourselves,  with  a  certain  surprise,  consciousness,  which  is  so  effectual 
that  in  this  one  movement  at  least,  an  auxiliary  in  most  human  move- 
neither  moral  purity  nor  spiritual  ments.  Gay  Reason,  intensely  clear- 
elevation  are  to  be  found  ;  nay,  not  sighted  within  its  range,  arm  in  arm 
even  a  hint  of  them,  nor  any  germ  with  pleasant  Vice,  thus  went  forth 
from  which  they  could  spring.  Hero  one  day  as  in  a  fable ;  and  without 
was  no  prophet  sweeping  away  a  the  power  of  touching  one  human 
host  of  tributary  gods,  to  establish  heart  or  purifying  one  human  life — 
the  one  Supreme  Authority  in  the  without  the  means  and  equally  with- 
world ;  no  purifier  of  the  temple,  out  the  intention  —  conquered  an 
driving  out  fraud  and  gain  to  bring  age !  Surely  the  most  curious  con- 
iu  purity  and  prayer;  no  moralist  quest,  the  most  incomprehensible 
even,  sick  of  a  host  of  pcrmil  ted  sins,  victory,  ever  won  in  this  astounding 
and  sworn  to  bring  virtue  back  into  world. 

a  polluted  earth.  Nothing  of  all  Condorcct  gives  us  with  dclight- 
this.  To  our  thinking,  all  the  ful  naivete  a  sketch  of  the  manner 
ascetic  crusades  of  history,  all  the  in  which  the  young  exile  on  his  re- 
Reformations,  moral  Revolutions,  turn  from  England  applied  himself 
fanaticisms,  persecutions,  are  easy  to  the  gigantic  work  of  destroying 
of  comprehension  in  comparison,  every  kind  of  prejudice  in  his  native 
For  once  the  old,  easy,  absolute  country.  uUo  felt  that  it  was  pos- 
idea  that  men  threw  off  spiritual  sible  to  secure  success  by  a  happy 
belief  because  they  hated  moral  re-  mixture  of  boldness  and  mallea- 
strictions,  and  that  Vice  was  the  bility ;  by  knowing  when  to  yield  to 
parent  of  Infidelity — a  doctrine  of  the  spirit  of  the  time,  when  to  take 
very  difficult  tenure,  but  perhaps  too  advantage  of  it,  and  when  to  form 
completely  ignored  in  this  tolerant  it  anew ;  by  making  use,  in  their 
age — seems  to  have  found  proof  and  turn,  and  adroitly,  of  reason,  of 
justification.  Voltaire,  Mr.  Morley  humour,  of  the  charm  of  poetry,  and 
tells  us,  is  as  notable  in  the  world's  the  hits  of  the  theatre;  in  short,  by 
history  as  the  Reformation.     He  is,  making    Reason    simple    enough  to 
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become  popular,  indulgent  (tihmfllc)  man  of  business,  exact  and  prudent, 
enough  not  to  frighten  frivolity,  and  He  placed  himself  in  such  a  happy 
sufficiently  attractive  to  become  the  position  at  last  that  he  had  no  need 
fashion.  This  great  project  of  mak-  either  "  to  seek  patrons,  to  solicit 
ing  himself,  by  the  power  of  his  places,  or  to  negotiate  with  pub- 
genius  alone,  the  benefactor  of  an  Ushers,"  and  required  only  to  con- 
entire  people,  by  tearing  it  from  its  suit  himself  as  to  when  or  what 
errors,  inflamed  the  heart  of  Voltaire,  he  should  write,  whom  he  should 
and  kindled  his  courage.  He  swore  criticise  and  whom  praise — a  nuwt 
to  consecrate  his  life  to  it — and  he  enviable  independence,  but  one 
kept  his  word."  which  lies  within  the  reach  of  hut 
For  about  twenty  years  after  his  a  few.  Notwithstanding  this  pro- 
return  to  Paris,  Voltaire  pursued  his  caution,  however,  he  came  very 
labours  either  there  or  in  the  conn-  often  in  collision  with  authorities 
try,  with,  however,  little  appearance  of  all  kinds,  and  had  as  pretty  a 
of  conscious  and  systematic  devotion  list  of  quarrels  on  hand  as  ever 
to  any  such  grand  aim.  During  fell  to  any  man's  share.  He  was 
this  time  he  produced  most  of  his  forbidden  to  print  one  of  his 
best  plays,  some  of  his  histories,  tragedies.  He  had  to  leave  the 
altogether  a  great  deal  of  work  on  capital  hi  consequence  of  his  ode, 
many  subjects,  and  in  many  styles,  an  innocent  effusion  enough,  upon 
His  epic,  of  which  France  was  to  the  dentil  of  Madle.  Lecouvreur. 
be  so  proud,  his  tragedies,  which  \\U  '  Lettres  sur  les  Anglais'  was 
are,  perhaps,  the  part  of  his  labours  burned  publicly  by  order  of  the 
best  known  to  after -generations,  Parliament  of  Paris,  an  agreeable 
belong  to  this  period;  ami  so  do  a  incident  which  recurred  frequently 
"host  of  incidents — some  of  them  to  in  his  career,  and  which  even  his 
his  credit,  some  the  reverse — which  enlightened  friend  Frederick  re- 
reveal  to  us  his  strange,  active,  versa-  pealed  at  ttcrlin.  Vanished  from 
tile  life,  full  of  busth  and  occupa-  Paris  for  this  publication,  and  again 
lion,  of  work  and  excitement,  of  for  the  4  Pour  et  Contre,'  sometimes 
flattery  and  abuse,  of  personal  called  'L'Kpttrc  si  Uremic,'  he  led  a 
generosities  and  meannesses.  With  sufficiently  restless  and  lively  life, 
a  wisdom  and  clear-sightedness  ''Amid  those  storms"  says*  Con- 
which  many  an  author  since  would  dorcet,  "  the.  lieutenant  of  police, 
gladly  have  shared  had  circum-  Heraull,  said  one  day  to  Voltaire, 
stances  permitted,  and  which,  could  *  Whatever  you  write,  you  will  never 
it  be  generally  adopted,  would  per-  succeed  in  destroying  the  Christian 
haps  do  more  good  to  literature  than  religion.'  *  That  is  just  what  wc 
any  other  device  ever  thought  of,  shall  sec,"'  said  the  other,  calmly. 
Voltaire  revived  from  an  early  To  such  a  point  had  his  ambition 
period  of  his  career  to  secure  his  grown.  And  yet  an  aim  so  im- 
freedom  of  action  by  an  admirable  mense  would  seem  to  have  required 
and  simple  rule.  "He  determined  a  different  kind  of  action.  It  is  as 
to  become  rich  in  order  to  be  inde-  curious  a  particular,  perhaps,  as  any 
pendent."  This  admirable  resolu-  in  the  story,  that  a  man  so  full  of 
tion  emancipated  him  in  every  way ;  ability  and  power  should  have  bo- 
und fortunately  his  father  and  lieved  it  possible  that  he  could  de- 
brother,  both  dead  by  this  time,  Ktroy  the  Christian  religion  by 
had  left  him  enough  to  make  a  good  means  of  brilliant  tragedies  and 
foundation.  He  speculated,  he  lent  essays,  and  epistles  to  I'raiiic.  Few 
money   at   interest,   he  was  a  sharp  things  could  show   more   clearly    at 
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once  the  iinnrcnsc  self-confidence  of  climate  in  a  household,  an  impalpable, 

his  intellect  and   his  absolute  inca-  unsellable,     inclinable    set    of    intiu- 

...  ,       .       ,     .,  t  ences  which,  predispose  the   inmates  to 

pacity  to    understand    those   forces  industrj  and  lBelf -control,   or  else  relax 

against  which  he  pitted  himself  fibre  and  slacken  purpose.  At  Cirey 
with  such  glib  composure,  there  was  an  almost  monastic  rule. 
To  this  period  of  his  life  belongs  Madame  Gmtiiruy  says,  that  though 
u;a  stsvn^/wif;^*,  ™-;fK  \r.,,io,««  ,i»«  \oltaire  felt  himself  bound  by  polite- 
ly0?.       i  ? \  •            Madame     du  neM  t<)  hep  ft  v|a|t  from  ^  to 

Chatelet,  which  is  one  of  the  most  tilnc    in    i;cr    apartment,     he    usually 

curious   episodes    in  the    history  of  avoided     pitting    down,    apologetically 

philosophy,  the  most  whimsical  kind  protesting  how  frightful  a  thing  is  the 

of  improper  liahoa  that  ever  surely  quantity  of  time  people  lose  in  talking 

^iiwixirri  J  and   that  waste   of    tunc    is    the  most 

was  recorded.    It  lasted  fifteen  years  ;  fatal  cxtravagance  of  which  one  can  bo 

and    though    the   necessities   of   the  guilty,      lie"  seems    to    have    usually 

time     exacted,     we     suppose,    some  passed  the  whole  day  at   his  desk,  or 
fiction  '         "' '  '" 


mcnccmcm 

steady 

corresponding    tastes,   with  as  little  of  the  chamber,  alike  of 'the  hostess, 

passion  about   it  as    was    likely    to  who  was    analysing  IiCibnitz  or  trans- 

ufrfmni.itn   ♦«-.*  ctii/ioiif'  wWl-F™  f^  latiug    Newton,   ami   of    the    unolticial 

stimulate  two  student.  ^  ox  king  to-  hostfe  who  Wll3'   compiling  material  for 

gcther  over  their  books.  Both  of  the  I8iecle  dc  Louis  iiv?  or  polishing 
them  competed  for  a  prize  ottered  and  rcpolishing  'Mahomet/  or  investP 
by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  for  an  gating  the  circumstances  of  the  prom- 
essay  on  the  nature  and  propagation  IP^n  of  tire,  was  sacredly  inviolable.* 
of  lire ;  and  they  contended  on  ~  .  .  .. 
different  sides  in  a  purely  philo-  0ur  ncx*  Quotation  is  mm 
sophical  concours,  in  which  Voltaire  amusing  as  it  gives  an  idea  not  so 
took  the  side  of  Descartes  and  ™ich  °f  A  pltaire  s  privileges  and 
Newton  against  Leibnitz  and  Bern-  advantages  in  this  strange  life,  as 
ouilli.  Madame  du  Chatelet  con-  of  so,me  °f  the  P^ics  he.  had  to 
ferred  upon  him  the  advantage  of  a  Pa^  fo,r  thein-penoltiea  such  as,  in 
chateau  in  the  country,  where  la-  ?ne  *hllPc  °fr  °^CT\  mo/t  Pc°Plc 
hour  was  the  order  of  the  day.  She  hav?  to  W  for  all  advantages  thus 
led  him  a  stonny  life,  full   of  ups  equivocally  acquired. 

and   downs,   in  which   nothing   was  "  Setting  aside  its  whole  criminality,. 

uninterrupted      except     the      work,  which   indeed   perhaps  went   for   little 

Wo    quote— not    from   the    original  then,    this  literary  twuur  wears  but  a 

d«<rrintiorw    which  are  at    onre  too  n,,xcd  a*T*'Ct;     short   sun-gleams    with 

description^  wnicn  ait  at   once  loo  j          tropical    ti>ruadoes;     touches    of 

piquant    and    too     lengthy    for  our  gmtar  mU8lc?  BOou  followed  by  Lisbon 

space,  but  from  Mr.  Morley's  present  earthquakes.      Marmontel,    we   remem- 

book,  and   from   Mr.   Carlyle's  bril-  ber,  si>eaks  of  knives  being  used,  or  at 

liant  essay  upon  Voltaire,   published  ^    branched,  and   for  quite    other 

J     l          .i       .   '   *1  ,.      .  purposes   tlian     carving.       Madume    la 

many  years  ago— the  two  following  ^ai!quirt0  wad   ^   ^int  i„   any   sense, 

pictures  of  the  life  of  this  remark-  but   rather    a    Socrates'    spouse,    who 

able  pair : —  would    keep   patience   and    the    whole 

philosophy  of  gajctv,  in  constant  prac- 

"Tho  trulv  important  feature  of  the  tiec.    Like  Queen  Elizabeth,  if  she  had 

life   which  Voltaire  led  at  Cirey"  (savs  the  talents    of   a   man,   she    had  more 

Mr.  Morley),  u  was  its  unremitting  diVi-  than  the  caprices  of  a  woman, 

gencc.      Like,  a   Homeric  goddess,   the  "We  shall  take  only  one  item,  and 

ai vine    Kinilie    poured  a    cloud   round  that  a   small  one,   in  this  mountain  of 

her   hero.      There   is   a  sort   of   moral  misery— her.  strange  habits  and  methods 
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of  locomotion.     She  is  perpetually  tra-  It,  and  the  smith,  though  they  arc  in 

veiling;      a     peaceful  .  philosopher     is  kecm^t    night    almost    for    their    lives, 

lugged    over    the  world    to    Circy,    to  will  not  trust  t  hen i. 

Luneville,     to    that    rMl    a    Urre    in  "Wo  imagine    that    those   are  trying 

Paris;    resistance  avails   not;    here    as  things  to  any  philosopher." 
in    to    many    other    cases,    il   Jaiit    w. 

ranfflr.      Sometimes    precisely    on    the  Voltaire  accordingly  had  his  diffi- 

eve  of  such  u  departure,  her  domestics,  culties   in  his  remarkable   domestic 

exasperated    bv    hunger    and    ill-usage,  ...                ..,»«„    ^4K«. 

will  strike  work  in  a  bodv,  and  a  new  arrangements    like    so    many   other 

set  has  to   \v  collected  at  an   hour's  men,  and    the   strange    chateau  de- 

warning.      Then     Madame     has     hem  hthre  in  which  he  spent  so  many  of 


against    her.      But   figure   a   lean    and  life   has   presented    to    tho    amazed 

vivid  -  tempered     philosopher     starting  cves  0f  posterity.     Tho  house,  with 

from    Paris    at   la>t     under    cloud    of  a*n  its   chicf   rnoms    thus    o^picd, 

night,    during   ham    frost,   in   a    huge  ..       ,     .,  ,    .  -     .  ..  . ,   -    .  /  ^  * 

lumbering   c<mch,    or    rather    wag-on,  the  droll  brief  visits  paid  from  one 

compared  with  which,  indeed,  the  gen-  chamber   to  another,    the  silent  ab- 

erality  of  modem  waggons  were  a  liixu-  sorption  in  work,  and  sudden   out- 

rious  conveyance.      With  four  turned,  ))Ursts  of   storm,  make    up   one  'of 

and  perhaps  hpaMiied,  hacks,  he  ^lowlv  th      ino<t  wonderful    interiors   ever 

sets  forth  Minder  a  mountain  of  band-  U1°    m^c  "  "y"™"1    "lienors   ever 

boxes;'   at  his  bide  sits  the  wandering  revealed.      J>ut  the  work  rolled  on 

virago,  in  front  of  him  a  waiting-maid  among     those    queer    surroundings, 

with    additional    bandboxes,   Vf   tluvrn  After    two    or    three    years    spent 

rfd*  <//  m  «""'"**■.'  At  the  next  j  physical  studies— investigations 
-tagc  the  postilions  have  to  be  beat  up ;  ,  '  .  \.  ■>  lX  ,  _•  „i  . 
tlirv  mini  out  sw.-aring.  Cluakh  and  ftbout  "rc  a,hl  nthur  su<'h  cu™UBly 
fur-peli.^es  avail  little  again  ft  the  Jauu-  inappropriate  vet  typical  subjects — 
nry  cold;  Mime  and  hours,'  are,  once  Voltaire  had  the  good  sense  to  con- 
more,  the  only   hope;    but,  lo !    at  the  sllit    Clairniit    as    to   the   likelihood 

aw^istts  <*  >»*  rr  ,r,,,,inft ^ in  *at 

wail  shrieks  through  the  solitude  mak-  sphere  of  study.     "  1  huraut  had  tho 

ing    night  hideous— but   in   vain ;    the  frankness  to  answer  that  by  dint  of 

uxle-tree    has    given   way,    the   uhiclc.  obstinate  work  he  could  only  count 

ha. .uvei-M-t ,  and  inarch Xonc^  chamber-  on  mukjn,P  hims«..]f  an  indiflercnt 
maids,     b:»ndbo\c^,     and      philosophers       t  .,         ,  A  *•        \  i 

arc  weltering  in  inextricable  chaos.  philosopher    t*.mint    writ mere)    and 

would  thus  lose  the  time  which  he 

What  would    Dr.    Kitchener,  with  hi*  owed     to   poetry   and    philosophy." 

\Tn!1vcli<T^  °raVlr''   hiiu'   *-llM  to    »"  Accordingly,   to*    poetry    and    phil- 

a  village   half  a  league  otf  before  that  ,nK   a11    n,s   «irher    industries.      At 

accursed    vehicle    can   so  much    a*   be  Cirev,    he     wrote,     Coiidorret    tells 

lifted   from   it*  beam-ends!     Vain  It  is  us,  "'Alzire,'     '  Kulima,'    and     4Ma- 


to   breakfa>t   next,  morning!      Nor   is  tcrials  for  his  essay  *  Sur  les  Mu-um 

it  now  only,  but  several  times,  that  this  M  rKjinrif   ,lr,.  v.,;™*'     u„  doubt 

unhappy  axle-tree  plavs  them  foul ;  nav,  C\_  7,_P                >.itions.       \>  e  doubt 

once  beggared  by  Mmlanie's  gambling,  whether   any   one    of    these  works 

they  have  not  cash  to  pay  for  mending  could  bo  called  truly  great,  but  the 
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effect    they    produced    upon    their  of    sentiment.       Variety    has    been 

time    was    great,     and    the    fame  entirely  sacrificed  to  intensity,   and 

that  resulted  from   them   immense,  with    reason.        Everything     in     it 

'Mahomet,'   for  instance,   a  famous  tends  to  one  centre,  every  thought 

effort    to    embody   a  great   concep-  is  subordinated  to  the  one  meaning, 

tion,   is  in  reality   a  work  founded  and  that  meaning  is  profaned  by  no 

on  the  lowest  possible  idea  of  the  impertinences,    and   broken    by   no 

prophet's  character — such  an  idea  as  other  intrusive  emotion.     There  is  a 

the  narrowest  of  religious  bigots  has  certain  majesty,  oven  in  its  brevity 

long  found  to  be  untenable.      The  and     highly-concentrated     passion. 

great  Arab  is  the  most  commonplace  In  its  own  style  it  would  be  diffl- 

soldier  of  fortune,  clever  enough  to  cult  to  surpass  this  fine  study ;  and 

secure  for  himself  the  aid  of  fanati-  we  are   quite  ready   to   admit  with 

cism,    in  Voltaire's   drama,    a  man  Mr.  Morley   "that  there  is  in  these 

whose    entire    policy    is    influenced  limits  of  construction  a  concentration 

by   an    inclination    for   a   slave-girl  and  regularity,    and    in    those    too 

who  has  been  brought  up  to  wor-  contemned  Alexandrines  a  just  and 

ship  him,  and  who  is  unconsciously  swelling  cadence,  that  confer  a  high 

In  love  with  her  own  brother,   and  degree   of    pleasure   of  the   highest 

aiding    and    abetting    that    brother  kind." 

in  the  murder  of  their  father.  That  By  what  trick  of  opinion  il  was, 
this  plot  should  bo  the  composition  however,  that  the  tragedies  of 
of  the  man  who  calls  Hamlet  a  Voltairo  were  supposed  to  be  ir- 
"rude  and  barbarous  piece,"  and  religious  or  polemically  anti-Chris- 
describes  it  as  such  a  work  as  might  tian,  it  is  very  difficult  to  imagine. 
be  uthe  fruit  of  the  imagination  of  The  play  of  'Mahomet,'  as  wc 
a  drunken  savage,"  is  a  most  curious  have  said,  takes  the  very  lowest 
fact.  Mr.  Morley  though  he  allows  view  of  the  prophet's  character.  It 
that  "anybody  with  a  true  sense  of  represents  him  to  us  as  a  conscious 
poetry  would  sacrifice  all  the  plays  impostor,  taking  •advantage  of  the 
that  Voltaire  ever  wrote  .  .  .  for  follies  of  men,  and  telling  his  con- 
tho  soliloquy  in  Hamlet,"  still  fidant  that  he  does  so  in  the  most 
applauds  "  the  concentration  and  straightforward  way.  "  In  present- 
regularity"  of  the  principles  of  con-  ing  the  founder  of  one  great  religion 
struction  of  the  French  drama —  in  this  odious  shape,  ho  was  doubt- 
principles  thus  illustrated  by  one  less  suggesting  that  the  same  ac- 
of  the  most  famous  works  of  his  count  might  be  true  of  the  founder 
hero.  We  are  far  from  asserting,  of  another,"  Mr.  Morley  says,  but 
however,  that  Voltaire's  tragedies  without  in  reality  the  least  ground 
arc  unworthy  of  admiration.  There  for  saying  so,  since  Voltaire's  age 
is  a  sustained  fire  and  energy  in  the  had  not  arrived  at  the  refinement  of 
style  which  breaks  over  the  bounds  slumping  all  religions  together,  and 
of  the  Alexandrines,  and  carries  the  to  treat  the  prophet  of  Mecca  as  an 
reader  along  with  a  sympathy  and  impostor,  was  a  most  usual,  and  not 
interest  which  are  very  high  tributes  at  all  impious  assumption  on  the 
to  a  kind  of  poetry  which  is  so  face  of  it.  In  short,  the  piece  would 
much  out  of  our  natural  way.  seem  to  have  been  condemned  by 
4  Merope,'  for  instance,  as  a  sustained  the  simple  namo  of  its  author,  if  not 
and  powerful  study  of  one  passion,  by  some  other  private  cabal  con- 
is  like  a  fine  picture  in  monotone,  corned  about  other  interests  than 
There  is  nothing  to  disturb  the  one  those  of  religion.  Voltaire  sent  it 
situation,  the  severely-guarded  unity  to   Pope    Benedict  XIV.,   who    re- 
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ccived  it  graciously,  and  sent  him  those  who  oamo  to  him  weeping 
a  medal  in  return.  *' Crcbillon,"  and  craved  his  mercy,  whom  he 
says  Condorcet,  "was  more  seru-  was  always  ready  to  befriend.  A 
pulous  than  the  Pope ;"  but  it  may  hand  so  prompt  against  every  man 
be  doubted  whether  he  was  moved  naturally  found  a  constant  band  of 
by  religious  motives.  In  the  drama  opponents  equally  prompt.  And 
of  'Alxire,'  on  the  other  hand,  Vol-  thus  in  storm  and  feud,  in  bustle 
taire  is  absolutely  Christian.  He  and  business,  in  continual  move- 
introduces  not  only  in  Alvarcs,  ment  and  warfare,  his  life  slipped 
an  aped  Christian  philosopher,  but  slowly  away — a  life  without  any 
in  (Jusman,  his  son,  a  man  in  the  very  gr eat  events .  in  it,  which  seems 
height  of  life  and  passion,  murdered  endless  in  its  long  expanse  of  more 
by  his  rival  on  his  wedding-day,  a  than  eighty  years.  In  this  its 
virtue  which  is  almost  inconceivable  middle  interval  he  attained  what 
in  its  perfection.  And  this  is  not  is  the  crown  of  distinction  to  a 
as  Condorcet  says,  u  virtue  perfected  Frenchman — a  place  in  the  Aca- 
by  reason,"  but  virtue  profoundly  demy — an  honour  which  he  had 
and  almost  ostentatiously  Christian,  previously  sought  in  vain.  This 
Cusman,  who  is  dying,  who  is  was  done  chiefly  by  Court  favour* 
aware  that  he  has  been  killed  out  of  Madame  de  Pompadour  having 
jealousy  as  well  as  patriotism,  and  drawn  upon  the  poet  a  certain 
that  his  bride  loves  his  slayer,  ad-  gleam  of  recognition  from  those 
dresses  the  assassin  in  the  following  heavens  of  which  she  held  the  key. 
words  : —  She    employed    him   to   compose  a 

comedy   in   celebration   of  the  mar- 

-Yis,  Biiporbo   ennemt,  sols   librc   ct   to  rj.™  r)f  lne  Dauphin— an  insignifi- 

cjucl    est    lo   devoir    ot    Ja    mort    dun  cant    piece,    which,    however,    pro- 

Chrcticn.  cured   for   him   the  post  of  gentle- 
man  of   the   bedchamber,   and    the 

Dca  dlcux  quo  nous"  scrvons,   coanois   la  title  of   historiographer   of    France. 

ulnYrcncr,  ,  He    recorded    his    own    opinion    of 

LCS  veu^nr"!  conimandL'  lo  mcurtrc  et  la  this    transaction    concisely    enough 

Et    fe    nili-n.    quand    ton    bras    vicnt    dc  as  follows : — 

m'ass.iSHincr. 
M'ordonne   du   to  plaindre   ct  dc   te   par- 

donncr."  "on  rlcnri  Quatro  <»t  ma  Zaire, 

Et  inon  AmiTicnlne  Alzln*, 

Nothing    can    be    more    edifying  Ne  ™'™xi  va,u  JumaiB  uu  i0vX  rc2»rJ  do 

than    these    sentiments;     and    one  j'ens  hoaucoup  d'onncmls  avee  tres-peo  dc 

would  have  supposed  them  capable  _     K'oire,  ... 

.c  .,*„  -:..«  „  .n..u;4.,.i»  rvf  \.:,.«  Lw  lionncurs  ct  les  blcns  pleuvcnt  enfla 
of   covering    a    multitude    ol    sins.  B,lr  In0|  r 

Dvit  it  doc*  not  appear  that  it  was  Pour  line  farce  dc  la  Foire." 

so.     Voltaire,    indeed,   was  not   the 

sort  of  man  to  bo  let  off.  His  con-  Something  more,  however,  was 
tempt  and  scorn  were  at  once  so  necessary  to  open  the  celestial  gates 
clear  and  so  extreme,  his  want  of  of  the  Academy.  He  had  to  con- 
comprehension  of  his  adversary's  ciliate  those  enemies  against  whom 
possible  honesty  or  better  meaning  it  was  the  work  of  his  life  to 
vo  complete,  that  the  offence  of  combat  in  every  possible  way. 
every  one  who  took  the  opposite  "He  was  obliged,  by  way  of  dis- 
si-ie  was  mingled  with  and  increased  arming  the  (treats,  to  write  a  letter 
bv  a  thousand  personal  irritations,  to  I 'ere  La  tour,  in  which  he  de- 
He   spared   nobody,   except    indeed  clarcd  hi.s  respect  for  religion,  and, 
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what  was  still  more   necessary,  his  lawless,  graceless,  unattractive  Court, 

attachment   to  the  Jesuits."     Con-  in  keen,  incisive  linen,  as  on  a  back- 

dorcet  does  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  ground  of  flame.     A  white  smile  of 

44  no    doubt    it    would     have    been  tierce  enjoyment  is  on  his  lips,  and 

better  to  give  up  the  Academy  than  his  pen  bites  into  the  page  like  an 

to    write    this    letter."      But    such  etching-needle,  as  he   thus  sets  his 

apparently  was  not   the  opinion  of  august    friend    before    us.       Their 

Voltaire.  sentimentalities  and  their  gibes,  how 

In  1749  the  Marquise  du  Chatelet  they  kissed  each  others  hands,  how 

died,  and  Voltaire  lost  his  domestic  the  King  spoke  of   throwing  away 

circle,   his,   so  to  speak,  home  life,  the  orange-skin  when  he  had  swal- 

A  year  later  he  went  to   Berlin  on  lowed  the  juice,  and  the  poet  said  that 

the     invitation     of      Frederick  —  a  he  had  the  King's  dirty  linen  to  wash, 

memorable   journey,    which   all    the  needed  not  be  repeated  here  ;  but  the 

world  has  heard  of.      Never  was  a  whole  story  is  such  a  mixture  of  the 

more    memorable    friendship.      The  laughable,     the     contemptible,    and 

greatest   king    then   living,  and   the  the   deplorable,    as   few   records   of 

man    whose    literary    fame  was   to  companionship   in  this   world   have 

that   of   all    his   contemporaries,    at  ever  been.     The  sweet  things  these 

least  on  the  Continent,   as  a  sea  is  two  old  satyrs  said  to  each  other — 

to    the   streams    that  swell   it,    met  the   spiteful    change  of  voice  when 

apparently  upon  equal   terms,  with  they  parted — the  gossips,  delighted 

showers  of  mutual  laudation  and  mu-  with   the   office,    who    carried   each 

tual  worship.     li  To  be  lodged  in  the  new   gibe    from   one    to    the   other 

rooms  which  had  been  occupied  by  — the  jealous  philosophers  who  came 

the  Marechal  de  Saxe,  to  have  at  my  in  to  widen  the  incipient  breach — 

command  the   king's  kitchen  when  all  this  is  as  well  known  to  us  as  if, 

I   chose  to  eat  alone,  and  his  car-  which  heaven  forbid,  we   had  been 

riage  when  I  wanted  to  go  out,  these  witnesses  of  their  petty,   miserable 

were  the  smallest  of  my  privileges,11  bickering.     The    King  laughed  and 

says  Voltaire  himself.      *'  The  sup-  encouraged  his   friend  to    laugh  at 

pers  were    very    pleasant      I    don't  poor  Maupertuis,  then  turned  round 

know    if    I    deceive    n^'sclf,    but    I  upon    Voltaire    when    lie    satirised 

think  there  wus  a  great  deal  of  wit  Maupertuis     as    Dr.     Akakia,    and 

amongst  us  :  the  King  possessed  it  had  his  satire  burned  by  the  hand 

himself,  and  encouraged  it  in  others,  of     the    hangman.      Voltaire,    with 

f  worked  two  hours  a-day  with  his  tears  of   fury   and   sentiment,    sent 

Majesty.   1  corrected  his  works,  never  hi:n  back  his  key  and  cross — 

failing*  to    praise    what    was    good,  » Jc  !m  re«w  nvec  tondrewc, 

while  F  stru-.k  out  what  was  worth  Je  Ics  rrnvolc  avec  douleur, 

nothing.      1  was  not  called  upon  for  Commo  un  ainant  dans  m  jalouw  aMcur, 
.         ,  ^ .          P                , .           tit  Kend  1c  portrait  de  *a  maltresse, 

the  duties  of  a  courtier.     1  had  no 

visits  to  pay,  no  ofticc  to  fill.  J  had  the  one  old  fool  wrote  to  the  other. 
an  altogether  free  life,  and  I  could  The  maudlin  folly  of  all  this  prc- 
not  imagine  any  position  more  agree-  tended  feeling,  the  paltry  squabble 
able."  Notwithstanding  the  agree-  as  of  two  old  women  in  a  work- 
able character  of  this  statement,  house,  the  genuine  and  refreshing 
however,  there  is  a  keen  and  sharp  reality  of  the  spite,  which  is  the 
anatomy  in  the  narrative  of  Frederick  only  fr'ue  quality  among  so  much 
and  his  Court,  in  which  it  is  con-  that  is  false,  arc  as  small  and  poor 
tained,  which  no  vituperation  could  as  they  are  hideous ;  and  it  is  scarcely 
exceed.      The    visitor    paints    that  needful  to  go  on  to  the  burlesque  of 
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a  state  arrest  at  Frankfort,  where  deduction  on  that  head ;  should  the 
Voltaire  was  kept  in  prison  till  he  uncharitable  even  calculate  that  love 
restored  a  certain  volume  of  ])o?nhie  of  reputation  was  the  solo  motive, 
du.  roi  won  nut  it  re — blessed  (Jer-  we  can  only  remind  them  that 
manism,  which  permits  him  a  shrill  lovo  of  svrh  reputation  is  itself 
shriek  of  infuriated  laughter  as  he  the  effect  of  a  social,  humane  dis- 
closes his  pillory-sketch  of  his  royal  position,  and  wish,  as  an  immense 
friend.  This  is  the  best -known  improvement,  that  all  men  were 
episode  in  his  life  ;  and  it  is  unneccs-  animated  by  it."  There  is,  however, 
sary  for  us  to  dwell  upon  it.  Jt  is  a  sort  of  official  character  in  the  way 
equally  unfavourable  to  both  the  he  sets  himself  up  as  the  protector 
personages  involved.  They  had  specially  of  the  persecuted,  interfer- 
their  j joints  of  greatness  ;  but  in  ing  as  an  independent  prince  might, 
this  encounter  any  two  old  scolding,  in  eases  such  as  that  of  Calas,  a 
swearing,  superannuated  lackeys —  Protestant,  executed  on  a  false  accu- 
iiny  pair  of  gossips  in  a  village,  sation  for  murdering  a  son  who  was 
making  hypocritical  pretences  of  about  to  turn  Catholic  ;  of  Sirvcn, 
love,  and  stabbing  at  each  other  obliged  to  fly  before  a  similar  im- 
in  the  dark — would  present  as  dig-  putation  ;  of  La  Harre,  accused  of 
nified  an  appearance  to  the  world.  having  profaned  a  cross,  Ac. — which 
After  this  period  of  gilded  servi-  is  something  more  than  spontaneous 
hide  Voltaire  kept  his  liberty,  and  kindness.  It  was  as  good  a  way  as 
risked  himself  in  no  new  eonnec-  another,  perhaps  the  best  way,  of 
tion,  except,  indeed,  in  that  domes-  holding  Superstition  up  to  the  world 
tic  bondage  imposed  upon  him  by  as  an  instrument  of  all  atrocity.  In 
Madame  Denis  his  niece,  which  respect  to  the  case  of  Calas,  he  is 
was  at  least  voluntary  and  natural,  reported  to  have  said,  with  an  ex- 
It  was  now  that,  finding  no  warm  aggeration  in  which  it  is  difficult 
reponse  to  his  project  of  settling  in  not  to  see  a  certain  conscious  mock- 
Paris,  he  established  himself  at  ery,  that  he  could  not  forgive  him- 
Ferney,  where  the  end  of  his  life  self  hail  he  ever  smiled  until  he  had 
was  passed.  He  had  always  been  obtained  her  rights  for  the  unfortu- 
fond  of  the  country,  a  peculiarity  nate  widow  whose  husband  had 
not  common  at  his  period  ;  and  been  legally  murdered.  But  not- 
when  he  had  settled  down  in  this  withstanding  the  political  motive 
distant  corner,  he  began  to  make  of  which  is  apparent,  and  the  pone  of 
himself  a  sort  of  refuge  for  the  champion  which  is  not  altogether 
destitute  and  universal  champion  of  blamable,  there  is  a  large  reserve 
the  oppressed — a  curious  but  ami-  of  true  charitableness  and  goodness 
able  fancy.  Ft  is  perhaps  wrong  to  of  heart  left  behind.  He  was  a  re- 
attribute  anv  motive  to  Voltaire  in  morseless  mocker  and  a  critic  full  of 
his  assumption  of  this  office  beyond  cruel  levity  ;  hut  the  moment  that 
his  natural  inclination  to  do  good,  any  one  appealed  to  him  or  threw 
and  the  humanity  and  benevolence  himself  on  his  mercv,  some  marvel- 
of  a  mind  henceforward  set  more  lous  mixture  of  pleased  vanity  along 
or  less  free  from  the  engrossing  oc-  with  natural  kindness,  made  Voltaire 
cupations  of  a  more  active  age.  at  once  that  man's  champion  and 
u  Should  it  be  objected  that  love  supporter.  He  did  a  great  deal  of 
of  reputation  entered  largely  into  good  at  Kerney ;  he  interested  him- 
thesc  proceedings,"  says  Air.  Car-  self  for  the  welfare  of  the  country  ; 
lylc — not  too  favourable  a  critic —  ho  cultivated  a  village,  and  did  his 
' '  Voltaire  can    afford  a    handsome  best  to  benefit  his  neighbours  gene- 
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rally ;  he  even  built  a  church,  and  the  bottom  of  the  laughter,  but  there 
was  boil  mtjneur'  making  himself  is  no  trace  that  Voltaire  felt  this, 
popular  with  the  poor.  And  all  the  He  laughs,  or  rather  grins,  quite  free- 
while  he  was  the  correspondent  of  ly  at  all  that  can  possibly  happen, 
kings  and  emperors,  the  great  man  and  leaves  Candide  making  the  best 
for  whom  France  was  preparing  such  of  it  at  tho  end  of  his  tremendous 
an  ovation  as  she  has  never  offered  career,  without  any  attempt  to  mend 
to  any  other  man  of  his  profession —  matters,  or  apparent  feeling  that  they 
the  philosopher  pur  excellence  of  a  ought  to  be  mended.  His  heroes  and 
philosophical  age.  No  doubt,  he  heroines  are  mere  puppets  to  him, 
pleased  himself  in  the  multiplicity  at  whom  ho  laughs  without  caring 
of  his  attributes,  and  was  delighted  what  may  happen.  That  harm 
to  recognise  the  width  and  extended  should  happen  was  only  natural, 
sympathies  of  his  own  being ;  one  but  it  was  no  fault  of  his.  This  is 
hour  toiling  for  the  exculpation  of  the  curious  position  he  assumes,  and 
a  supposed  criminal ;  another,  di-  it  is  part  of  his  entire  philosophy — 
recting  an  intellectual  assault  upon  which  never  troubles  itself  about 
the  documents  of  religion,  and  de-  any  result  whatever,  nor  cares  a 
stroying  its  proofs ;  another,  writing  straw  what  is  to  become  of  the 
to  Catherine  of  Russia  or  the  great  world.  He  is  free  to  destroy,  but  it 
Frederick.  How  great  he  must  never  occurs  to  him  to  substitute 
have  felt  himself  in  all  these  varic-  anything  for  what  ho  has  destroyed, 
ties  !  how  manifold  and  full  of  many  He  himself  wants  nothing  more, 
interests  !  There  was  no  end  to  the  and  why  should  any  one  else  ?  It  is 
things  he  could  do,  and  no  limit  to  in  his  stories  that  this  aspect  of  his 
the  excellence  of  his  work,  whatever  mind  comes  out  most  strongly,  for 
it  might  be.  From  destroying  tho  it  is  so  easy  in  a  story  to  make 
Christian  religion  down  to  turning  a  everything  go  well,  and  put  matters 
witty  sentence  or  polishing  a  verse,  straight  for  the  sufferer.  Ho  docs 
he  felt  himself  equal  for  all.  this  on  the  stage  with  a  true  sense 
His  stories  k  Candide,*  '  Zadig,'  of  the  necessities  of  that  species  of 
'  L'lngenu,1  and  the  rest,  would  *  composition,  but  the  OnUes  were 
seem  to  have  been  produced  in  this  free  from  the  sway  of  the  unities, 
most  peaceful  portion  of  his  life,  and  from  those  dramatic  laws 
These  books  are  the  very  perfection  which  demand  a  distinct  conclusion 
of  cleverness.  They  are  full,  not  so  and  balance  of  parts  ;  and  hero  he 
much  of  wit,  as  of  derisive  mock-  gives  scope  to  his  natural  turn  of 
cry,  sometimes  trenchant,  sometimes  mind.  Many  adventures,  many  les- 
gentle  enough,  but  always  mockery,  sons  hardly  learned,  many  losses  and 
Their  usual  subject  is  the  weak-  sufferings,  and  nothing  either  mas- 
ness,  the  folly,  the  contradictori-  tered  or  gained  in  the  end.  This  is 
ness  of  man.  There  is  no  result  the  fashion  of  tho  bubble  which  he 
apparently  hoped  for,  no  change  throws  up  to  show  what  he  thinks  of 
thought  possible,  and  yet  they  are  real  life.  What  a  ridiculous  jumble 
not  melancholy  productions,  but  it  all  is  1  ho  seems  to  say — what 
quite  cheerful  and  light-hearted,  as  egregious  pretences,  what  absurd 
if  misery,  like  everything  else,  was  mock  gravity  and  solemn  farcing! 
a  joke,  and  the  world  too  ridi-  The  absurdity  makes  him  grin  in 
culous  for  anything  but  laughter,  derision.  It  gives  him  a  certain 
It  is  impossible  even  to  write  such  pleasure  to  see  how  all  tho  world 
words  as  these  without  implying  make  fools  of  themselves ;  but  that 
that  there  is  something  tragical  at  is  all :  he  requires  no  outlet  out  of 
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this   chaos,   and  offers  none   to   his  Qne  conflimcra  iVAbc  m;  Arc 

readers,     tor  his  part,    he  finds   it  nvi.Ui  ifa  p:w  bi-oin  i!ViU-indre  le-nolr 

amusing,  arid  what  can  unv  one  want  rivaj:«\ 

_  _,.                                      •  Pour    jouir    lei    hoimcim    do    1  nmuor- 

more  *  talite!" 

The  last  episode  of  triumph  in  his 
life  is  as  well  known  as  the  Berlin 

chapter.      It  was  in   the  year  17TS  (loin;:  out   from  this  intoxicating 

that  lie  made  his  last  famous  visit  to  scene,  the  crowd  opened  to  his  feohlo 

Paris.      All  was  still  peace  in  that  passage,  leaving  only  room  for  him 

fated  city,  though  the  tempests  were  to  pass.     "  Lai  h  disputed  the  hon- 

gathering  fast  and  dark.     The  whole  our  of  sustaining  him  a  moment  on 

population  rose  to  welcome  the  old  the  stair  ;  every  step*  afforded  him  a 

man,  now  over  eighty,  who  was  in  new  arm   to  lean   on  ;    and  no  one 

his  way  a  historical    monument,  as  was  allowed  to  arrogate  the  right  of 

well  as  an  author  more  concerned  in  supporting     him    too    long."       The 

their  education  and  training  than  any  crowd  followed  him  home,  shouting 

other  living  man.     The  living  genera-  "  Vive  Voltaire  !   vive  La  Ilenriade! 

tion    which    thus    arose    and    wor-  vive    Mahomet!    vive    La    Pucellc !" 

shipped   had  Lceii   horn   and   grown  kissing  and  tearing,  when  they  could 

up  under  Voltaire's  reign.      Perhaps  manage     it,    shreds    of     his     dress 

of    all   the    Parisian    crowds    there  nnd    the    fur    with    which    it    was 

were    onlv    a    few    shakv   old    men  trimmed.     "  On  vc;it  me  faire  mourir 

remaining    like   himself    who   knew  du    plaisir !"     lie     cried.       Another 

that,   he   had  grown   into  reputation  triumph   was   prepared    for   him    at 

like  others,  and  had  not   heen  horn  the    Academy,    where    his    portrait 

upon    that    pedestal    which    he   had  had   heen   hung   up  ahove   the  seat 

occupied    for  more   than  a   lifetime,  of   the   Director,  into  which  he  was 

To  the  mass  he  had  always  heen  as  voted    hy    acclamation.        Franklin, 

a  god.  applauded  or  reviled,  an  oh-  philosopher    like    himself,    hrought 

jcet   of   enthusiasm    or   terror.     All  h\<  gr.mdelcM  that  he  mi«rht  receive 

Paris    tilled     the    strcK    crowded  Voltaire's  hlc^iug     a  curious  scrap 

under  his  window,  stood   for  hours  of  stolid,  old -fashioned  Anglo-Nixon 

waiting    to    see    him    pa-*.       They  amid  ail  the  liner  language.     Thus, 

pressed  even  ititf»  his  rooms,  princes  in   a   shower  of  coloured    lights,   of 

and  great  people  penetrating   them.  hompicK     and    applau-es,    the    old 

while  tin?  small  people  had  to  keep  «ct«-r   made    his   how   to  the  world, 

outside.       At    the    theatre    he    hail  Never  had  any  man  a  more  ll.itter- 

a    characteristic    ovation;    his    last  ing  dismissal.      It  was  the  hest  Paris 

tragedy   *  Irene1    was    played    with  had  to  give  in  the  way  of  immortali- 

an   applause    more   directed   to   him  ty,  and  i(  wa-  freely  hestowed. 

than  to  it  ;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  Two  mouths  after  he  died;  hy  way 

the   performance  a   grand   spectacle  of    making    every!  hinir   comfortahlo 

was  prepared  on  the  static,  where  all  with   the   Church,  he  went  through 

the  actors  surrounded  and  crowned  the  ceremony  of  <'onfe»:>iii«r  and  re- 

his   hust,    some  of   them   kissing   it  cciving  the  la-t  sacrament;  and  so, 

with    wild     enthusiasm,    amid     the  though  not  till  after  a  great  deal  of 

frantic  applauses  of  the  people.     A  truuhlc,  got  him-elf   quietly  huricd. 

kind  of  hvinn  of  adoration  was  ad-  \  good  deal  of  contumely  has  heen 

dressed  to  him  while  the  ceremony  thrown  upon  a  certain  poor  rwrc  of 

was  going  on  : —  St.  Sulpice,  whose  suspicions  t<>u<h- 

,    „    .        .     ,,  ing  the  reality  of  this  late  suhmis- 

Korols  en  (.v  jour  un  lioninviL" ■:  «on  were  indeed  very  natural,  anu 
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who  thought   it   his   duty   to   have 
some  satisfaction  out  of  the  penitent 
— which  really,  unless  the  curt,  be- 
lieved it  a  farce  like  Voltaire,  it  was 
his  duty   to   do.     Not  long   hefore, 
apparently   out   of   mere   gaiete   du 
cu-tn\  Voltaire   had  made   a   solemn 
communion  at  Fcrncy,  and  had  even 
carried  his  grotesque  joking  so  far  as 
to  ask  for  the  appointment  of  tem- 
poral  father  to  the  order   of   Capu- 
cins,  in  the  district  of  (J ex — which 
bewildered  Home  pave  him.     It  was 
a  farce   to  him,  from   beginning  to 
end,  this  matter  of  religion,  on  which 
men    in    general   kept    up    such    a 
pother.     It  was  easy  to  go  through 
any  ridiculous  ceremonies  that  might 
be  necessary  when  such  child's-play 
was  of  any  practical  use.     Xothing 
could  more  clearly  exhibit  the  great 
and  strange  want   in  Voltaire's  na- 
ture, his   incapacity   to   understand 
what  is  meant  by  religion,  than  this 
very  fact.     Ho   could   not  so  much 
as  realise  that  anything  which  was 
to  him  so  false  and  foolish,  could  to 
another  be  the  profoundest  of  truths. 
This  deficiency  gave  him  the  power, 
as    we    have    already   said,    in    one 
wav,  for  it  freed  him  from  all  scru- 
pies,  and  gave   him   the   confidence 
of  thorough  conviction  on  his  side. 
.But  it  made  him  feeble  on  another. 
And    Mr.  Morley  has  most  clearly, 
and  with  much  eloquence  and  gen- 
erous feeling,  set  forth    this  feeble- 
ness.    The    following    passage,     in 
which  he  indicates,  at  once  forcibly 
and   gracefully,  how  and  why  it  is 
that  men,  even  of  Voltaire's  way  of 
thinking  in    many   important    mat- 
ters,   find    deeper    sympathies    and 
higher  arguments  in  the  writings  of 
his  adversaries,  will  give  the  reader 
an  excellent  idea  of  the  nice  insight 
— insight  not  always  recognisable  in 
the  rest  of  the  book — with  which  he 
treats  this  part  of  his  subject : — 

"  This    failure   to  rise   to   the  highest 
ideas   involved   in  the  great  debate  ex- 


plains, along  with  much  betides,  two 
striking  facts  connected  with  it.  It 
explains  the  intense  acerbity  of  the 
conflict,  and  the  flaming  depth  of  the 
chasm  which  divided  and  divides  the 
two  camps  in  France.  For  the  best 
natures  are  most  violently  irritated  and 
outraged  by  mocking  and  satiric  at- 
tack upon  the  minor  details,  the 'acci- 
dents, the  outside  of  the  objects  of 
faith,  when  they  would  have  been 
affected  in  a  very  different  way  by  a 
contrast  between  the  loftiest  parts  of 
their  own  belief  and  the  loftiest  parte 
of  some  other  belief.  Many  persona 
who  would  listen  to  a  grave  attack  on 
the  consistency,  reasonableness,  and 
elevation  of  the  currently  -  ascribed 
attributes  of  the  Godhead  with  some- 
thing of  the  respect  due  to  the  pro- 
found solemnity  of  the  subject,  would 
turn  with  deaf'  and  implacable  resent- 
ment upon  one  who  should  make 
merrv  over  the  swine  of  Gadara. 

"  The  same  circumstance,  secondly, 
explains  the  absence  of  permanent 
quality  about  all  that  Voltaire  wrote 
upon  religion.  For  instance,  men  who 
sympathise  with  him  in  his  aims  and 
even  for  their  sake  forgive  him  his 
method,  who  have  long  ago  struck  the 
tents  under  which  they  once  found 
shelter  in  the  land  of  belief,  to  whom 
Catholicism  has  become,  as  extinct  a 
tiling  as  Mahomctanism,  even  they 
will  turn  with  better  chance  of  edifi- 
cation to  tlhc.  great  masters  and  teachers 
of  the  old  faith  than  to  the  fiery  pre- 
cursor of  the  new ;  and  why,  if  not  for 
the  reason  that  while  he  dealt  mainly 
with  the  lower  religious  ideas  or  with 
the  higher  ideas  in  their  lowest  forms, 
they  put  these  into  the.  second  place, 
ami  move  with  an  inspiring  exultation 
amid  the  loftiest  and  most  general 
conceptions  that  fine  imagination  and 
a  soaring  reason  could  discover  among 
the  spiritual  treasures  of  their  religion? 
They  turned  to  the  diviner  mind  and 
exercised  themselves  with  the  weigh- 
tiest and  most  universal  circum- 
stances of  the.  destiny  of  mankind — this 
is  what  makes  their  thought  and 
eloquence  of  perpetual  worth,  because 
the  circumstances  with  which  they 
dial  are  perpetually  present,  and  the 
elements  of  life  and  character  to  which 
they  appeal  ]>erpetiially  operative. 
The  awful  law  of  death,'  the  impene- 
trable secret  of  the  first  cause,  the  lierco 
play  of  passion  and  universal  distribu- 
tion of  pain,  the.  moment arincss  of 
guilt     and     eternity    of    remorse,    the 
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anguish   of    Iwrcavemcnt  that    chokes  has     come    and    pone,    the    unbe- 

aiul    mids    the   hopeless    Inner  desola-  iief   of  Franco  Ftill  calltJ  itsoif  yol. 

tlon    which    is    the    unbroken    lot    of  *  •  •_     „„  j  4i  ^4    „*     ^     i„  ^  ^     u 

myriads  of  the  forlorn  of  the  earth,-  tainsm ;  and  that,  strangely  enough 

these  ghostly  things  ever  laving   niego  »*   a   country   which   has   produced 

to  the  soul  were  known  to  u  "Bohsuet  or  many   new   philosophies    of    doubt, 

a  Pascal,  and  resolved    by  a  Horiea   of  the    children    of    Voltaire   are    still 

ideas  about  the  unknowable  power  and  ..a.-     -*     _    u:.wi    ne    ah.u,    ^m 

the  government  of  the  world,  which  ?Pokcn    ot;   a.  k,nd.,of   children   of 

ore  no  longer  the  nilfflity  weapons  of  Israel,   a  typical  tnbo  representing 

exorcism  they  once  were,  but  they  arc  that  great  resistance  to  Christianity 

at  any  rate  of  clue  maimltude  ond  pro-  which  has  never  yet  been  overcome, 

portion,    mihllme     solemn,    never    un-  a8   it   has   never  yct  ovcrcome   the 
wortliv.     »  <■  touch  the  hands  of  those  .         .         .  .   *  ,  ..     . 

who  have  walked  with  the  most  UHjh,  B^0*1    antagonist  whom   it    has    80 

and  thev  tell  us  many  moving  wonders ;  often  promised   to  slay.     That  this 

we  look  on  fliers  that  luive   shone  in  should    bo    the    cafe,    and   that  in 

rays  from  the  heaven  of  noble  thought* ;;  spit0  of  all  the  better  lights  philo- 

wo    hear   solemn  and  melodious  words  „i_K_  KnJ  ..„*...„  „:„„„   «u„  „,«„*  „_ 

from  men  who  received  answers  from  80Phy  h.as  Kotten  fi'nco>  *he.  most  un- 

oracles  that  to  us  are  very  mute,  hut  spiritual,    immoral,    and    irreligious 

the   memorv   of   whose    power  is  still  movoment      which      ever      erected 


arc    lifeless    as    the    Infamous    which  est,  is  a  fact  at  once  most  rcmarka- 

thcy    so    meritoriously    slew.     As    wo  ble  and  most  instructive,  demanding 

have  said    he  never   knew  the   deeper  SCrious  consideration  at   onco  from 

thing*  of  Catholics....  assailants  and  defenders.     We  have 

Mr.   Morley's  book  will   interest  ™thcl    th,e  timo  nori.the  ski"  to 

those  most  who  know  most  about  d.scuss  so  large  a  question;  neither, 

his  subject ;  for  the  ignorant  it  takes  *°T  m  wh"  «•  «» u»« '  ™,<s  of  ,what.)  o1' 

too  much  for  granted ;   and  it  can  talro.  cM«l  ^"If  rsmmn,  does  it  so 

scarcely  be  desired   that  it  should  »"**  matter\    liut.  to  the  ot',or  "'jjf' 

stimulate    the  general    reader    into  Jo  the  new  champions  who  hope  Uko 

that  immediate  study  of  tho  works  l?1!"'  thou*h1  P™1*"^  *"*  .»<»»  wo- 
of Voltaire  which  would  be  neces-  }!«pn^,  to  destroy  tlie  Christian  re- 
sary  for  a  full  appreciation  of  tho  "*??-/?  the  I™f«»  Pos.tiyist,  the 
service  Mr.  Morlev  has  rendered  him.  fentle  .4l  om.1,.st\  ,tho  ™™hW  °* 
These  works  are  not  for  the  ago :  humanift  thin  thought,  it  seems ,  to 
whether  we  arc  better  or  worse  than  U8-  ",ust  »e  wwiewlmt  appalling.  His 
our  forefathers,  we  are  at  heart  dif-  moc,klnK  »P'rlt  w  not  more  congenial 
fere.it  from  them.  We  approach  '?  th",r  ^eren  lal  frame  of  mind 
most  things  from  a  different  point  of  than  *?  0UF?  am\  hl*  .morality  is  m 
view,  and  shape  both  our  loves  and  objectionable.  On  this  side  of  the 
our  hatreds  on  different  models.  "«W  ™  do  not  much  need  to  con- 
This  being  the  rase,  however,  it  frn  ourselves  about  tlie  matter,  but 
is  profoundly  curious  to  remem-  *»  th,Jm  U  cannot  b(J  an  «ljrow»le 
bcr  that,  notwithstanding  all  that  t00"^1- 


I  i. 


1872.]  The  Maid  of  Sker.—Part  VIII.  891 


THE  MAID  OF  8KER.— PART  VIII. 

CITAPTER   XLII. — THE   LITTLE   MAID,    AND   THE   MIDSHIPMAN. 

In  this  sad  predicament,  I  looked  only  a  fisherman.      I  am  a  man  in 

from  one  to  other  of  them,  hoping  authority  now;    and  please  God,  I 

for  some  counsel.     There  was  Moxy,  am  just  in  time  to  save  her  lifo,  onco 

crying  quite  as  if  it  wero  her  own  more,  my  friends.     Do  you  give  her 

child  almost ;  and  there  was  Peggy,  up,  you  stupids  ?" 

the  milking-maid,   allowed  to   offer  They  plainly  thought  that  I  was 

her    opinion    (having    had  a  child,  gone  mad,  by  reason  of  my  rise  in 

although  not  authorised  to  produce  life ;  and  tenfold  sure  of  it  they  were, 

one) ;   also  myself  in  uniform,  and  when  I  called  for  a  gown  of   red 

Black  Evan  coming  up  softly,  with  Pembrokeshire  flannel,  belonging  to 

a  newly-discovered  walk.     And  yet  Moxy  for  ten  years  now.     However 

not  one  had  a  word  to  say,   except  poor  Moxy  herself  went  for  it ;  and 

"  poor  little  dear !"  sometimes ;  and  I  took  the  child  out  of   her  stuffy 

sometimes,     u  we    must     trust    in  bed,  and  the  hot  close  room  contain- 

God."  ing  it,  and  bore  her  gently  in  my 

"I  tell  you,"  I  cried ;  "  that  never  arms  with  the- rod  flannel  round  her, 

does.     And  I  never  knew  good  come  and  was  shocked  to  find  how  light 

of  it.     A  man's  first  place  is  to  trust  she  was.     Down  the  great  staircase 

to  himself,  and  to  pray  to  the  Lord  I   took  her,   and    then   feeling  her 

to  help  him.      Have    you    nothing  breath  still  going,  and  even  a  stir  of 

more  to  say  W  her  toes  as  if  the  lifo  was  coming 

"Here   be  all   her  little  things,"  back  to  her,  what  did  I  do  but  go 

Black     Evan     whispered     to     his  out  of  doors,  into  the  bright  May 

wife;    "put  them  ready  to  go  with  sunshine?     I   held  her  uncommon 

her."     His    two   great   hands    were  and  clearly-shaped  face  on  my  bosom, 

full  of  little  odds  and   ends  which  to  front  the  sunlight,  and  her  long 

she    had    gathered    in    her    lonely  eyelashes  lifted,  and  her  small  breast 

play  along   the   beach,  and  on  the  gave  three  sighs, 

sandhills.  "  Good-bye  all  of  you,"  I  cried : 

"  Is  that  all   that    you   can  do  ?  "  she  comes  away  with  me  this  min- 

Watkin   could   do  more  than  that.  ute.     Peggy  may  come,  if  she  likes, 

And  now  where  is  young  Watkin  V9  with  half  a  sheep  on  her  back  to- 

They  assured  mo  there  was  no  morrow." 

more  to  do.      They  were  tired  of  And  so  she  did :  and  I  could  not 

trying  everything.     As  for  Watkin,  give  her  less  than  half-a-crown  for 

he  it  was  who  had  brought  the  ma-  it ;  because  of  the  difference  and  the 

lady  into  the  house,  and  now  they  grace  of  God  to  darling  Bardie.     In 

had  sent  him  for  change  of  air  to  an  my  arms  the  whole  way  home,  she 

uncle  he  had  at  Llynvi.    Concerning  lay  like  a  new-born  lamb   almost, 

Delushy,  there  was  nothing  for  her  with  her  breath  overcome  at  first, 

to  do,    but    to   die,   and  to  go   to  and  heavily  drawn,  while  her  eyes 

heaven.  were  waking.     Then  as  the  air  of 

"She  shan't  die,  I  tell  you,"  I  the  open  heaven  found  its  way  to 

cried  out  strongly :    "  you  are  a  sot  her  worn-out  lungs,  down  her  quiet 

of  hopeless    ones.      Twice    have  I  eyelids  dropped,  with  a  sleepy  sense 

saved  her  life  before,  when  I  was  of  happiness,   and   her   weak   lips 
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dreamed  of  smiling,   ami  her  infant  rate  take  a  form  of  words  different 

breast  began   to  riso  and   fall  quite  from  my  own,  and  having  no  assur- 

stcadilv.       And    so    she   fell  into   a  ance   how   it   miirlst   end,    I   felt  in- 

preal  deep  sloop,  and  so  1  took  her  dined  to  go  back,  and  give  fair  play 

to  my  home,  and  the  air  of  Newton  to  both  sides  of  the  argument, 

saved  her.  Hut,  as  often  happens  when  a  man 

Our  liunnv  was  very  good.  There  desires  to  sec  the  right,  and  act 
could  hardly  have  been  any  better  strictly  up  to  it,  the  whole  affair 
child,  when  her  victuals  were  not  was  interrupted,  and  my  attention 
invaded.  She  entered  into  Bardie's  called  awav  bv  another  important 
condition,  and  took  quite  a  motherly  matter,  and  the  duties  springing  out 
attitude  towards  her.  And  while  of  it.  And  this  came  to  pass  in  the 
the  tiny  one  lay  so  weak,  lSunny  following  manner.  It  happened 
felt  that  the  lead  of  mind  was  upon  Oak-apple  morning,  that  I  was 
hers  for  the  present,  and  might  down  on  a  little  sandhill,  smoking  a 
be  established  by  a  vigorous  policy,  pipe,  and  with  both  children  build- 
Jlowever  in  this  point  she  was  ing  houses  upon  1113'  pumps.  These 
wrong,  or  at  any  rate  failed  to  work  pumps  had  lovely  buekles  of  the 
it  out.  In  a  fortnight  Hardin  was  very  latest  regulation  ;  and  it  was  a 
mistress  again  ;  and  poor  Uunny  pleasure  to  regard  them  when  at  lei- 
had  to  trot  after  her.  sure,  and   reiloet  upon  their  quality, 

Now  although  it  was  very  pleasant  as  well  as  signification.     The  child- 

to   see   the    thankfulness    of    Mark  ren,  however,  took   this  matter  from 

Kvan,  when  he  came  over  every  day,  another   point   of   view  ;    and    there 

and    brought    his    pockets    full     of  was   scarcely  anything  to  their  little 

things,    and    tried    to   look     pleaded  minds   more   delightful    than   to   ob- 

when  truthful   Pardic  refused  d.iwu-  seuro  my  pumps   with  sand,  and  put 

right  to  kiss  him;    pleasant  also  for  up  a  tower   over  them.     And   then 

me   to   be    begged   not  only  to  fish,  if    I  moved,  down   came  the  whole; 

but  even  to  shunt — perhaps  because  and     instead    of     themselves,     they 

now  the  wrong  time  of  year     in  and  laughed  at  me.     I  had  worked  very 

over  and  through  a  place,  where  the  hard  in  the  Alecstis,  and  for  almost 

mere  sight  of  my  bat  had  been  sure  a  week  after  landing  found  it  a  most 

to  lead  to  a  black   eye   under  it  ;   in  delicious  thing,  because  so  inoompre- 

despite  of  all  the^e  pleasures,  1  per-  hensiblo,  to   have   nothing  whatever 

ceived  that  business  must    be    thor-  to  do.      Hut   long  before   now,  I  was 

oughly  attended  to.     And  taking  this  tired  of  it,   and   yearned   to   put  on 

view  I  was  strengthened   in  my  own  my  old  slops  again,  and  have  a  long 

opinions  bv  the  concurrence  of  every  dav  of  fishing  as  if  liuunv's  life  and 

neighbour    possessing   a    particle    of  mine  hung  on  it.     And  when  1  gave 

sense.    Not  onlv  Moihor  Jones — who  a  feast  of  turbot   caught  by  that  ex- 

might  be  hard,  from  so  much  family  cellent   Sandy  Maeraw  (ami   paid  for 

— hut  also  the  landlord  of  the  Jolly  at  just  what  he  chose  to  charge).  3*011 

quite  agreed  with  the  landlady,  and  would  not   have  guessed  it,  but  such 

even  Crumpy,  a  man  of  the  inmost  were  my  feelings,  that  1  only  could 

tenderness  ever   known  almo*.i,  and  make    believe   to   eat.       And    Sandy 

who  must  admire  children,  because  himself,    by  special    desire,   took  the 

he    never   yet    had   owned   any— all  foot  of  the  table,   and  went   largely 

these  MUthorilics  agreed  that  I  must  into   everything  ;    but   behaved    un- 

tako  care  what    I   was   about.     For  commonly  well,  for  him. 

my  part,    finding   their   opinions  go  N'ow   this  is  just,  the  way  J  keep 

bc)'ond  my  own  almost,  or  at  any  on  going  out  of  the   proper   track. 
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If  I  could  not  train  a  gun,  much  Then  that  noble  boy — as  he  ought 
straightcr  than  I  can  tell  a  story,  no  doubt  to  be  entitled,  being  the 
Franco  would  have  conquered  Eng-  son  of  a  nobleman,  although  in  corn- 
land,  I  believe,  in  spite  of  Nelson,  mon  parlance  styled  an  honourable 
It  is  the  excess  of  windage,  coming  boy,  which  to  my  mind  is  no  more 
down  to  me  from  great  bards,  which  than  a  simple  contradiction — up  he 
prevents  my  shot  from  flying  point-  ran  with  his  usual  haste,  expecting 
blank,  as  it  ought  to  do.  Nevertho-  to  find  only  Bunny  and  me.  But 
less  the  village  children  loved  my  his  astonishment  was  worth  seeing, 
style,  especially  since  His  Majesty  on  account  of  his  being  such  a  fair 
had  embellished  me.  And  this  was  young  chap,  when  suddenly  he  be- 
why  I  shunned  the  well,  and  sate  held  poor  Bardie,  standing  weakly 
among  the  sandhills ;  for  really  it  on  her  legs  not  quite  re-established 
was  too  hard  to  be  expected  to  have  yet,  and  in  her  shy  manner  of  inner 
in  throat  a  new  story,  never  heard  doctrine  taking  observation  of  him. 
before,  every  time  a  little  pitcher  A  more  free  -  and  -  easy  schoolboy 
came  on  the  head  of  a  little  maid,  there  could  scarcely  be  than  Rod- 
to  bo  filled,  and  then  to  go  off  again,  ney ;  and  as  for  our  Bunny,  he  used 
Bardie  and  Bunny  knew  better  than  to  toss  her,  until  her  weight  over- 
that,  and  never  came  for  stories,  till  powered  him.  But  with  this  little 
the  proper  time — the  twilight.  lady  looking  so  pale,  and  drawn,  and 

Now,   as  I  was  longing  much  to  delicate,  he  knew  (as  if  by  instinct) 

sacrifice  all   dignity,  and  throw  off  that  he  must  begin  very  gingerly, 

gold-lace  and  blue-cloth,  and  verily  "  Captain  Llewellyn,"  he  said ;  "  I 

go  at  the  congers  (which  I  did  the  am  come  to  tell  you  that  my  mind 

next  day,  and  defied  the  parish  to  is  quite  mado  up.     I  mean  to  go  to 

think  what  it  chose  of  me),  I  beheld  sea  as  soon  as  I  can  have  my  clothes 

a  pair  of  horses,  with  a  carriage  after  made.', 

them,  coming  in  a  lively  manner  to-  "  But,  young  sir,"  I  answered  with 

wards  my  nest  of  refuge.  a  wish  to  humour  this  fine  boy,  yet 

"  It  is  useless  now,"  I  cried  aloud ;  a  desire  to  escape  the  noble  Colonel's 

"I    can    hope  for   no   more   peace,  anger;  "it  is  useless  now  to  go  to 

Everybody  knows  me,  or  believes  it  sea.     There  is   no  war.     We  must 

right  to  know  me."  wait,  and   trust  the  Lord  to  send 

Nevertheless,  on  the  whole,  I  felt  one." 
pleased,  when  I  saw  that  the  harness  "  And  how  shall  I  be  fit  to  manage 
was   very  bright,  and   the  running-  a  ship,  and  fight  our  enemies,  unless 
gear  knopped  with  silver.     And  my  I  begin  at  once,  and  practise,  Cap- 
amazement  was  what  you  may  enter  tain  Llewellyn  V" 
into,  when  really  the  driver  proved  In  this  there  was  so  much  truth, 
to    be    no    bigger    than   that    little  as  well  as  sense  of  discipline,  more- 
Master  Rodney  Bluett.     He  had  the  over  such  fine  power  of  hope  for  an- 
proper  coachman  by  his  side,  for  fear  other  good  bout  at  the  French,  that  I 
of  accidents ;  but  to  me,  who  had  looked  at  my  pocket-lappets  for  an 
seen  so  much  of  horses  now  in  Do-  answer ;  and  found  none, 
vonshire,  it  appeared  a  most  rash  UI  can  stand  a  great  deal,'*  he 
thing  to  allow  such  a  boy  to  navigate,  cried ;  u  on  account  of  my  age,  and 

However,  having  caught  me  thus,  so  on.     But  I  can't  stand  Latin  and 

he   jumped    out    without    accident,  Greek,  and  I  cannot  stand  being  put 

while  the  coachman  touched  his  hat  off  always.     I  know  what  they  want 

to  me,  or  to  His   Majesty   as  now  me  to  do.     They  want  me  to  grow 

represented  by  me.  too   old  for  the  Navy  !      And  I  do 
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believe  they  will  manage  it     I  am  sick  Bardie  had  watched  every  word, 

getting  twelve,  every    day   almost,  and  though   unable  to  understand, 

and  I  can  pull  a  pair  of  oars,  and  she  took  hot  sides  with  the  weaker 

fire  a  cannon  nine  inches  long,  and  one. 

Bail  a  boat,  if  it  doesn't  blow."  "E  san't  sink  into  'e  sand,  I  tell 

"  For  all  that  I  can  answer,  sir,"  *  'a  Je  yickod  bad  old  Davy.      'Hot's 

my  words  wore,  being  proud  of  him :  a  done  to  be  'colded  so  V    Tse  very 

"  and    you  know  who  taught  you  angy  with'  a  indeed,  to  go  on  so  to 

this,  and  that     And  you  know  that  a  gontleyum." 

he  always   did  impress  upon  your  By  what  instinct  could  she  tell 

early  mind   tho  necessity   of   stern  that  this  was  a  young  gentleman  ? 

discipline,    and   obedience  to   supe-  By  tho  same,  I   suppose,  by  which 

riors.      Your  first  duty  is  to  your  he  knew  that  she  was  a  young  lady. 

King  and  country,  in  the  glorious  And  each  of  them  ready  to  stand  up 

time  of  war.    But  with  a  wretched  for  the  other  immediately !     It  made 

peace    prevailing,   your    duty  is  to  me  laugh :  and  yet  it  is  a  sad  thing 

the  powers  placed  by  Providence  to  to  go  into, 

look  after  you."  "  Now,  my  boy,"  I  began,  for  fear 

"  I  have  heard  that  till  I  am  sick  of  losing  the  upper  hand  of  them : 

of  it,"   he  answered  rather  rudely,  "  you  are  old  enough  to  understand 

for  I  seemed  to  myself  to  have  put  good   sense   when   put  before  yon. 

it  well :  "  is  that  all  you  can  do  for  It  is  true  enough  that  if  you  mean 

me  ?    I  had  better  not  have  come  to  walk  the  planks  like  a  sailor,  you 

at  all.     Look,  I   have  five  guineas  can  hardly  begin  too  soon  at  the 

here,  given   mo  yesterday,   and  all  timo  of  life  you  are  come  too.     I  was 

good  ones.     1  will  put  them  just  in  afloat  at  half  your  age,  so  far  as  I 

there — and  my  word  of  honour "  can  remember.     But  I  am  bound  to 

"  My   boy,   if    it  were  fifty,   five  lay  before  you  two  very  serious  qucs- 

hundred,  or  five  thousand,  would  an  tions.     You  will  have  to  meet,  and 

officer  of  tho  Royal  Navy   think  of  never    escape  from,    every  kind  of 

listening  to  them  ?    You  haare  hurt  dirt,  and  hardship,  narrowness,  and 

my  sense  of  honour."  half -starving — not  an  atom  of  com- 

"  I     beg    your    pardon,    Captain  fort  left,  such  as  your  arc  accustomed 

Llewellyn,"  he  said,  hanging  down  to.       Danger  I   will   not    speak  .of, 

his  head :  "  but  you  used  not  to  bo  because  it  would  only  lead  you  on 

quite  so  proud.     You  used  to  like  to  it     But  the  other  thing  is  this : 

five  shillings  even."  By  going  to  sea,  you  will  for  ever 

"  That  is  neither  here  nor  there,"  grieve  and  drive  out  of  your  pros- 
I  answered  very  loftily,  and  increas-  pects  not  only  your  good  uncle,  but 
ing  his  confusion :  "  live  shillings  perhaps  almost  your  mother." 
honourably  earned  no  man  need  kbo  I  thought  I  had  made  a  most  ex- 
ashamed  of.  But  what  you  havo  cellent  speech,  and  Bardie  looked 
offered  mo  is  a  bribe,  for  the  low  up  with  admiration,  to  know  when 
purposo  of  cheating  your  good  uncle  I  meant  to  finish.  But  to  my  sur- 
and  dear  mother.  You  ought  to  prise,  young  Rodney  took  very  little 
sink  into  the  sand,  sir."  heed  of  it 

lie  seemed  pretty  nearly  fit  to  do  "  That     shows    how    much    you 

so,  for  I  put  a  stern  face  on,  though  know,  old  Davy !     Why  I  was  come 

all  tho  time  I   could  hardly  keep  on  purpose  to  tell  you  that  they  are 

from  laughing  most  good-naturedly  ;  tired  out  at  last ;  and  that  I  may  go 

when  a  little  hand  went  into  his,  to  sea,  if  only  you  will  appoint  me 

and  a  little  face  defied  me.      Poor  a  place  on  board  of  your  ship  AI- 
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cestis.     Now  do,  Captain  Llewellyn  take  them  homo,  as  soon  as  he  was » 

do,  and  I  will  never  forget  it  to  you,  tired.     I  have  them  now,  with  his 

if  ever  I  become  a  great  man."  little  stabs  in  them,  and  they  make 

"  My  dear  boy,  I  would  do  it  me  almost  independent  of  the  school 
this  minute  if  I  had  the  power,  master  in  writing.  , 
But  though  they  call  me  *  Captain'  Not  only  was  I  treated  so  that  1 
here,  I  am  only  Captain  of  a  gun,  need  not  have  bought  any  food  at 
and  Instructor  of  Artillery.  And  all — except  for  Bardie  and  Bunny — 
even  our  Captain  himself  could  not  but  also  employed  at  a  pleasant 
do  it  He  could  only  take  you  as  a  price  to  deliver  lessons  every  morn- 
volunteer,  and  now  there  is  no  call  ing  as  to  the  names  of  sails  and 
for  them.  You  must  get  your  ap-  ropes  [and  the  proper  style  of  hand- 
pointment  as  midshipman  in  the  ling  them.  We  used  to  walk  down 
regular  way  from  London.  And  the  to  the  hard  sea-shore,  with  a  couple 
chances  arc  fifty  to  one  against  your  of  sharp  sticks,  whenever  the  tide 
joining  the  Alcestis.  That  is  to  allowed  fair  drawing-room.  And 
say,  of  course,  unless  you  have  some  the  two  little  children  enjoyed  it 
special  interest."  almost  as  much  as  the  rising  hero. 

His  countenance  fell  to  the  lowest  did.     The  difficulty  was  to  keep  the 

ebb,   and  great  tears   stood  in  his  village  children,  who  paid  nothing, 

bold  blue  eyes ;    but  presently  the  from  taking  the  benefit  of  my  lec- 

hopeful   spirit  of  youth  and  brave  ture  as  much  as  Midshipman  Bluett 

lineage  returned.  did.     And    they  might    have    done 

"  I  will   write  to  my  brother  in  so,  if  they  cared  to  do  it,  for  I  like 

London,"   he  said;   uhe  has  never  a  good  large  audience ;  but  they  al- 

done  me  a  good  turn  yet;   perhaps  ways  went  into  playing  hopscotch, 

he  will  begin  this  time."  in  among  my  ropes  and  yards,  when 

Not  to  be  too  long  about  it,  either  all    done    beautifully  in  fine  sand, 

by  that  or  some  other  influence,  he  and  ready  to  begin  almost — for  the 

obtained  his  heart's  desire,  and  was  proper  way  is  to  have  a  ;ship  spread 

appointed  midshipman,  with  orders  naked  first,  and  then  hoist  sail,  if 

to  join  the  Alcestis,  upon  her  next  you  want  to  show  its  meaning.     I 

appearance  off  our  coast.    You  should  could  not  bear  to  be  hard  upon  these 

have  seen  the  fuss  he  made,  and  his  young  ones — and  some  of  them  good 

mother  too,   about   his  outfit;   and  mother  Jones's  own — all  in  a  mess 

even  Colonel  Lougher  could  not  help  of  activity ;  and  I  tried  to  think  that 

being  much  excited.     As  for  me,  I  it  was  all  right,  because  money  was 

was  forced  to  go  to  and  fro  betwixt  earning  anyhow.    But  I  could  not 

Newton  and  Candleston  Court  every  reconcile  it  with  my  sense  of  duty 

day,  and  twice  a-day,  for  the  pur-  to  make  a  game  of  well-paid  work ; 

pose  of    delivering   judgment  upon  therefore  I  kept  the  children  out,  in 

every   box    that    came.     But  when  a  manner  I  need  not  now  describe, 

Master   Rodney   made   me  toss  his  only  you  may  rely  upon  it  for  real 

spelling-books  and  grammar  at  his  ingenuity ;    for    children  are  worse 

breast,  to  practise  parrying  with  his  to  manage  than  folk  who  have  been 

little  dirk,  I  begged  him   to  let  me  through  having  them. 


CnAPTER  XLIII. — A  FINE  PRICE   FOR  BARDIE. 

Now  our  own  two  little  darlings    at  the  bad  works  of  the  others  from 
had  behaved  so  beautifully,  gazing    a  distance  only,  though  sadly  pushed 
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io  share  in  them,  and  keeping  their  She  had  the  most  delicate  nostrils, 

little  garters   up,    when    the   others  hut  what  I  hrought  made  her  open 

were     hopscotehing ;     also     feeling,  them.     Because  I   had  the  very  hest 

and  pointing  out,  and  almost  cxag-  half  of  the  very  hest  ham  ever  cured 

gerating   the   ruin    wrought  hy    the  in  our  pari>h,  throuirh  a  whole  scries 

other  small  ones  (which  they  durst  of  good-luck.     Luck,  and  skill,  and 

not  come  down  to  help),  that  1  de-  the  will  of  the  Lord,  mu.4  all  com- 

tcrniincd  to  give  them   hoth  a  mag-  hine  for  a  lirsl-ratc  ham  ;   and  hero 

nificcnt    Sunday    dinner.      I    would  they  were  met,  and  no  mistake,  hoth 

gladly   have    had    the    vounir    mid-  hv   one   another    and    hv    excellent 

shipman   down — for   on   Sunday  he  cooking    afterwards.      It   would  not 

was  such  an  ornament,   as   good  as  hecome  me   to  say  any  more,  when 

the  hest  church-window  ! — hut  now  it  comes  to  my  mind  that  the  deli- 

our  time  was  almost  up;  and  though  cate  gold  of  infant  caohage,  hy  side 

his    mother    would    have    let     him  of  it,  was  also  of  my  own  planting, 

come    to  grace  my  humhle   cottage,  in  a  hit  of  hl-ick   mould  in  a  choice 

the  Colonel  insisted  that  he  must  go  niche,   ere  Bethel  Jn>e  had  tempted 

to  take  farewell  of    some    excellent  me.      In  spite   of  all  this  wonderful 

aunts,  from  whom  he  had  large  ex-  cheer,   and  the  "little  ones  going  on 

pectations,    and    who    had    ordered  famou-ly,   the   sight  of   that   young 

him  up  for  the  Sunday  to  the  neigh-  ca linage    struck    a    vein    of    sorrow 

hourhood    of   Card  ill'.     However,  we  somewhere.     To  go  away,  and  leave 

could  get  on  very  well  wiih  our  own  my    house    and    garden    for    whole 

aristocracy   only,   which    I   was  sure  years   perhaps,  and  fed  that  it  was 

ft  fr  •  ■  ■ 

poor    Bardie    was,     though    without  all  hchind   me,   in  neglect  and  lone- 

any  aunts   to  dine   her,  and  it  only  linos,    with    no    one    to    undo    the 

made   me    the    more   determined    to  windows,  or  to  sow  a  row   of   peas, 

have   a    family    party    fed    on   good  or  even  dih  a  cahh.ige  in.  and  per- 

fare.     We  envied  nohodv  as  we  sate  haps    mvself    to    find    no  chance   of 

down,    ami    the   lilt lo   ones    put   up  coming  hack  to  it,  and  none  to  feel 

hoth   hands,  according    to  some  an-  the    dilleivnee !     Like    a    knife    all 

cient  teaching.     For  tic  first  course  this    went   through    me ;   so   that    I 

we  had  conger,  haked  ;  a  most  nour-  must  look  upward  quite,  for  fear  of 

ishing,    excellent  dish,    full    of   jelly  the  little  ones  watching  me. 
and    things   for  children.     And  this        Those  two  little  creatures  ate  with 

one  was  slutted,  like  a  loaded  cannon,  a  power  and  a  heartiness  enough  to 

with   meat-halls,  pork    fat,   and  car-  make  anyhody   rejoice  in  the  liarm- 

raways.     Bunnv   went  at  him  as  if  less   glorv    of    fecdimr  liiem.     After 

she  had  never  secured  such  a  chance  the    very     first     taste,     they     never 

in  her  life  hefore,  hut  Birdie  seemed  Mopped    to    wipe    their    lips,    or    to 

inclined   to  wait  for  what  was  com-  cmi.-ider    anything,    hut    dealt    with 

ing  afterwards,   and   spent  the  time  what   they    had   won.  and   felt,   and 

in  watching  Bunny  with  admiration  thoroughly    entered    into    it.       Only 

and  contempt  mixed,  as  they  are  on  every  now  and  then  they  could  not 

a  child's  face  only.  help  admiring  what  I   take  to  he  the- 

Then  I  hrought  in  the  dish  of  the  sure.-t  proof  of  a  line  ham  and  good 

day,  with   Bunny  skipping  and  going  cookery,  that  is  io  say,  hright  .stripes 

ahout,   and  scorching  her  lingers  to  of  scarlet  in  hctween   fat.  of  a  clear 

help  me;    hut   Bardie    (having   gone  French  white,  not  unlike  our  streaky 

into   her   grandeur)   sitting  at   tahle  jaspers  interlaid  with  agate.      To  see 

steadfastly,  and  with  a  resolute  mind  that   little   thing,    who    scarce  could 

to  know  what  it  was  hefore  approval.  lift  a  linger   three  weeks  ago,   now 
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playing  so  brisk  a  knifo  and  fork,  and  the  strength  of  hospitality,  and 

tilled   me   with   gratitude  and    joy,  I  could  no  longer  deny  to  Perkins 

so  that  I  made  up  my  mind  to  finish  all  that  remained  of   poor  Bardie's 

my  dinner  from  the  conger,  and  keep  ham.     "  I  have  expounded  the  word 

the  rest  of  the  ham  for  her.  of  the  Lord,  I  have  been  as  Lot  in 

I  gave  the  little  souls  their  wine  your  little  Zoar,"  ho  cried,  going  on 
— as  they  called  it — of  gooseberry-  for  the  third  help  of  ham ;  u  my 
water,  a  good  egg-cup  full  apiece  ;  spirit  was  mighty  within  mo,  David ; 
and  away  they  went,  like  two  little  and  Hepzibah  took  up  the  wondrous 
women,  into  the  garden  to  play  with  tide.  Backsliding  brother,  where 
it,  and  see  who  would  keep  it  the  hast  thou  been  ?  There  is  a  move- 
longest.  Then  1  put  the  rest  of  the  ment  and  revival  set  afoot  from  my 
ham  in  the  cupboard,  and  returning  burning  words,  and  Hepzibah's  pro- 
to  the   conger,   began  to  enjoy  the  phecics,  such   as   shall   make  your 

carvers  privilege  of  ten  minutes  for    rotten  old  Church " 

his  own  fork.     Hut  just  as   I  had  u  Have  a  drop  of  beer, "  I  said,  for 

done  handsomely  well,  and  was  now  I  did  not  like  to  sec  him  shake  his 

preparing  to  think  about  a  pipe  of  fist  at  our  church-tower. 

tine  Navy  tobacco,  and  a  small  nip  "  Well,  I  don't  mind  if  I  do,"  he 

of  old  rum  and  water,  suddenly  my  answered,  unow  I  come  to  think  of 

door  was  darkened,  and  there  stood  it     Everything  in  its   season,   bro- 

the  very  last  man  (save  one)  whom,  ther.     And  a  drop  of  your  old  rum 

for  my  comfort   and  calm   Sabbath  afterwards." 

feeling,  I  could  ever  have  wished  to  I  pretended  not  to  hear  this  last ; 

see.                                                      m  for    though  I  might  stand  him  in 

4i  Peace  be  to  this  house,"  he  began,  two-penny  ale,  I  saw  no  reason  for 

with  his  hands  spread  out,  and  his  spoiling  the  tops  of  a  bottle  or  two 

eyes  turned  up,  but  his  nostrils  tak-  that  I  scorned  to  open,  even  when 

ing   snitf  of   tilings :    "  peace  be   to  my  rheumatics  had  leapt  from  my 

this  humble  home,  and  the  perishing  double  half-ribs    to    my   ear-drops. 

Hesh  contained  in  it !    Brother  Davy,  So,  after  observing  that  things  were 

is  it  well  with  thee  V"  locked    up,    I   ran    into    the   Jolly, 

"  Brother  llezekiah,"  said  I,  per-  and  fetched  a  pint  of  small  ale,  very 

reiving  what  he  was  up  to:  u  no  flesh  rapidly.     Xot  expecting  mo  back  so 

does  this  house  contain  ;  for  that  it  soon,    he  had  made  a  good  rqund, 

is  too  humble.     But  in  the  name  of  with  his  knife  in  his  hand,  to  see 

the  Lord,  right  welcome  art  thou  to  what   might    be    hoped    for.     Now 

cold  conger  !     Brother,  I  pray  thee,  back  he  came  with  a  groan,  and  said 

arise   and    eat;  and    go  forty   days  that  he  knew  not  what  he  was  fit 

hence  on  the  strength  of  it"  for.     When  the  power  of  the  Word 

ik  It  hath  been  done,"  replied  lie-  came  upon  him,  he  liad  such  spasms 

zekiah,    uby  Divine  grace   and   un-  afterwards. 

ceasing  prayer.     But  come,  old  chap,  I    never  love  to  be  in   company 

I  am  sure  you  have  got  something  with   a  man   of    this   sort      When 

better  in   that   cupboard.     Stinking  my  time  is  come  for  thanking  God 

fish  hast  thou  often  sold  me,  and  lo  for  a  fine  dinner,  1  would  rather  be 

I  have  striven   to  like  it!   therefore  alongside  of  a  simple  man  and  a  stupid 

give  me  good  meat  now,  and  let  us  one,  who  can  sit  and  think  with  me, 

rejoice  at  thy  great  doings."  and  say  no  more  about  it.     He  knew 

This  speech   was  so  full  of  truth  my  feelings,   I  do  believe,  and  en- 

that  it  got  the  upper  hand  of  me,  joyed  them   like    pickles    with  his. 

both  by  the  sense  of  compunction  meat ;    and   after    finishing    every 
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morsel,  oven  down  to  the  mark  of  Perad venture  I  say  words  that  savour 

the  saw  upon  the  very  knuck  of  it,  not  of  wisdom ;  beloved  brother,  the 

up  ho  put  his  tallowy  thumbs  with  fault  is  thine :  here  I  am,  and  there 

the  black  nails  outwards,  and  drew  a  you  arc." 

long  breath,  and  delivered,  "  In  the  "  How    can    any   man    having    a 

name  of  the  Lord,  Amen.  And  now,  smithy  of  his  own  go  on  so.     An 

Brother  David,  rejoice  a  little,  as  be-  thou    wort  not   tipsy,    'Kiah,   thou 

hoves  a    Christian  man,  upon    the  couldst  see  the  contrary.     I  am  here, 

blessed  Sabbath-day."                 '  and  thou  art  there." 

"Hezckiah,  I  have  rejoiced  to  "  Just  so.  You  have  put  it  won* 
behold  your  joy  in  feeding,  and  derfully,"  he  answered,  after  think- 
to  minister  thereto.  Now,  having  ing:  "wo  may  both  say  right  ia 
fruition  of  fleshy  things,  take  the  right,  which  is  the  end  of  everything, 
word  of  the  Lord,  oh  my  brother,  Keziah  said  to  me,  '  Go  sock  where 
and  expound  doctrinally ;  though  he  is,  and  how  he  is  ;  because  I  hare 
it  be  but  a  score  of  chapters.  I  will  seen  noble  visions  of  his  exhibition.' 
smoke,  and  hearken  thee."  And  yet,  you  sec,  exalted  brother, 

**  Strong   meat  is  not  for  babes,  scarco    the    tenth    part    came    to 

my  son ;  and  a  babe  art  tbou,  old  her." 

Dyo.  Chaps  liko  you  must  wait  u  She  knows  what  she  is  about," 
and  watch  for  tho  times  of  edifica-  said  I ;  "  she  dreamed  of  a  red-hot 
tion.  There  is  a  time  for  sowing,  and  cradle,  and  the  hoof  of  Satan  rock- 
there  is  a  time  for  reaping.  Small  ing  me.  Now  I  see  tbe  whole  of  it 
ale  is  not  meat  for  such  as  bear  the  It  was  Parson  Chownc,  and  the 
burdon  of  the  day."  ferry-boat,,  and  the  ketch  I  was  all 

"'Kiah,  the  smith,"  I  asked,  very  but   burned    in.     Perkins,   tell    me 

shortly,  u  what  is  it  you  would  have  more,  my  friend.     I  have  groaned 

of  me  V"  much  for  neglecting  the  warning  of 

"Brother  Davy,  I  havo  offered  a  tho  prophetess." 

blessing    on    thy    llcsh-pots;     and  "  How  many  men  havo  groaned  in 

good  they  were,  though  not  mani-  vain  for  that  same  cause,  old  Dyo ! 

fold.     It    is   comely  that  I  should  Vainglorious  males,  they  doubt  her 

offer  another  blessing  on  thy  vessels,  gift,  because  she  is  a  female !     Out 

Davy."  of      the    mouths      of    babes     and 

What  could  I  do  with  such  a  man  women — brother,  I  forget  tho  pas- 

in  my  own  house?    Brother  Heze-  sage,  but  it  comes  to  that,  I  think, 

kiah  became,  at  my  expense,  most  And  now  she  hath  been   again  in 

hospitable.     I  found  no  escape  from  trouble." 

my  own  bottle,  without  being  rude  "  Concerning  what,  old  Hezekiah  ? 

to  my  visitor's  glass;    and    yet  I  As  concerning  what,  I  pray  thee  7" 

enjoyed  not  a  single  drop,  for  want  "  Even    touching    the   child    De* 

of  real  companionship.     For  all  my  lushy,  in  the  godless  house  of  Sker. 

wits  were  up  in  anns,  as  if  against  In  a  holy  trance  it  hath  been  vouch- 

Parson  Chownc  almost ;  because  I  safed  her  to  behold  that  poor  kid  of 

knew  that  Master  Perkins  wanted  tho  flock  bearing  in  her  mouth  a 

to  make  a  fool  of  me.     So  I  feigned  paper,  whereupon  in  letters  of  blood 

to  be  half-seas-over,  that  he  might  was  written,  'Come  over,  and  help 

think  he  had  done  it.  us.'     And  we  have  found  a  way  to 

"Ancient  friend,"    ho    began    at  help  her,   with    thy  faithful    testi- 

last,  when   he  thought  that  I   was  mony." 

ripe  for  it ;   "  thou  hast  lifted  mo  In  his  crafty  sheep's -eyed  manner, 

above    the    height    of    edification,  made  of  crawling  piety  mixed  with 
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sharp  and   spiteful   worldliness,  he  Now  it  so  happened    that   Roes 

began  to  feel  my  soundings  towards  ap  Rees  was  dearly  fond  of  children, 

a  scheme  so  low  and  infamous,  that  as  all  rich  childless  people  are,  on 

my  blood  within  me  boiled  for  being  account  of  being  denied  them  :  and 

forced  to  bear  with  him.     He  had  since  his  wife  died,  he  had  often 

prepared   the  whole  plot  well,   and  thought  of  adopting  some  one.     But 

what  it  came  to  was  just  this :  In-  being    rich,    he  was    fidgety  now ; 

land  there  lived  a  wealthy  smelter  and   none   of    the    children    in    his 

of   the  Methodist  tribe,  and  Heze-  neighbourhood  ever  blew  their  noses, 

kiah  was  deep  in  his  books  for  long  So  here  he  found,  as  it  were  from 

supply  of  material.     Rees  ap   Rees  heaven,    two    little    dears    coming 

was  his  name,    and  he  longed,  as  down   upon  him,    his  next  of    kin 

every  year  he  grew  older,  to  make  and  right  heirs,  and  also  enabling 

up  for  an  ancient  wrong,  which  was  him  to  go  to  his  parish  churchyard, 

coming  home  to  him.     In  the  early  with  a  sense  of  duty  done,  although 

days  when  he  was  poor,  and  clever,  preferring  to  rest  elsewhere,  if  by 

and  ambitious,   he  *had   ousted  his  law  allowable.      You  may  suppose 

elder    brother    from    his    father's  how  ho  waited  and  watched :    but 

hearth,   and   banished    him.      This  those  two  little  dears  never  came, 

poor    fellow   fled  to   the    colonies  ;  Upon  that,  he  longed  for  them  so 

and   for  many  years  no  token  and  much  more  that  he  offered  a  reward 

no  news  came  home  of  him.     Mean-  of  £100  for  any  tidings  of  them,  and 

while   Rees  ap  Rees  was    growing  of  £200  for  both,  or  either,  brought 

elderly,  and  worn  out  with  money,  to  his  house  in  safety.     Hence  it  will 

which  is  a  frightful   thing  to  feel,  be  clear    enough  what    Hezckiah's 

But  about  a  year  ago,  a  half-caste  scheme  was  ;   and  half  the  reward 

sailor  had  come  to  his  house,  bring-  was  to  be  my  own. 

ing  a  wTetched   death-scrawl    from  "  All  thou  hast  to  say,  good  Dyo, 

this  supplanted,  but  never  yet  for-  is   what  thou   saidest  at    the  very 

gotten,   and    only   brother.       There  time ;  that  the  ship  was  not  called 

were  not  a  dozen   lines,    bat   they  Andalusia,  but  to  the  best  of  thy 

told  a  tale  that  made  the  rich  man  belief  was  more  liko  Nova  Scotia, 

weep,  and  eat  dry  bread  for  days  Also  that  she  was  bound  for  Bristol, 

and  days.     His  brother  having  been  and  that  the  other  baby's  clothes 

born  without  the  art  of  getting  on  bore  no  coronet,   as   they  fancied, 

at  all,  was  dying  for  want  of  food  but  the  letter  R.  done  fancifully,  as 

and  comfort,  having  spent  his  last  might  be  by  a  freemason,  such  as 

penny  to  keep  the  mouths  of  his  the  poor  father  was  said  to  be.     That 

two  little  babes  at  work.     These  poor  garment  must  be  destroyed  of  course, 

children  had  lost  their  mother,  and  I  have  one  prepared  for  the  child 

were  losing  their  father  now,  who  Delushy,    with   4  Martha    ap    Rees ' 

with    his    last    breath    almost,   for-  in  faint  writing  upon  it     This  the 

getting  wrongs,  as  we  do  in  death,  old  man  must  find  out  for  himself, 

very   humbly    committed    them    to  after   our   overlooking  it      Ho  will 

the  charge  of  his  rich  brother.     And  then  believe  it  tenfold.     And  after 

he    said    that    his    only    remaining    the  sight  of  thy  uniform,  Dyo 

friend,  captain  of  the  Nova  Scotia,  ha  1    how  sayest  thou,  old  friend  ? 

had  promised  to  deliver  them  safe  A  snug  little  sum  to  invest  for  old 

in  Bristol,  to  be  sent  for.     The  dy-  age.     Thou  knowest  the  old  saying, 

ing  father  had  no  strength  to  speak  *  Scurvy    in    the    Navy  ;     but    the 

of  their  names,  or  age,  or  any  other  Navy's  self  more  scurvy !'     When 

particulars.  thou  art  discharged  with  three  half- 
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ponce    a-day,    one    hundred    pound  the  garden,  lo  bear  a  share  in  our 

with  accumulations,  say  £  150  then,  melody;  and  that  pood  brother  was 

will   help    to   buy   sulphur  for  thy  so  full  of  his  noble  scheme,  and  his 

rheumatics.     Myself  will  give  thee  song,   and  my  rum,   that  ho   never 

ten    per    cent    for    it,    upon   sound  noticed   her   baby   voice  ;    and   her 

security."  quick   light   figure  was   out  of  his 

44  It  sounds  very  well/'  said  T,  to  sight,  from  the  corner  of  his  boozing, 

lead  him ;    "  one  hundred  and  fifty  Therefore    I    managed    to   get    her 

pounds  hath  a  fine  sound."  away,  and  send  her  for  a  good  walk 

44  Not  only  that,   my  noble  boy :  with  Bunny,  to  look  for  water-cress 

but  the  hold  thou  wilt  have  on  a  at  Jiruwys  Well ;   for  I   thought  it 

rich  young  maiden,  such  as  Martha  wiser  to  keep  that  Perkins  ignorant 

ap   Kees    will   be.      The   old    fellow  of    her   whereabouts ;     and   Bunny 

can't  last  very  long :   none  of  those  could  be  trusted  now  to  sec  to  any 

smelters  ever  do,  and  he  hath  heart-  one  anywhere. 

disease  as  well.     Little  Martha  will         Oft*'    went    the    heavy    one    very 

come    into    .£'20,000   or    more,    and  gravely,   and    the   light   one  full  of 

every    penny   of    it    hanging    upon  antics,  even  in  front  of  the  cottages 

thee,  and   me,   my  lad.     Is  it  well  singing    4k  Pankydillo "    (which    hit 

devised,  is  it  grand,  my  boy;  is  it  her    fancy),   so  that  I  feared  some 

worthy  of  old  'Kiah  ?"  disrepute,    at    such    a    thing    going 

44 That    it    is,"    I    cried;    "most  forth  from  our  house  upon  a  Sab- 
worthy  !"  bath    evening.      I    tried    to    frown, 

lie  flourished  his  glass  in  the  but  she  made  me  laugh  by  turning 
pride  of  his  heart,  ami  even  began  round  and  clapping  her  knee,  cx- 
to  sing  a  song  with  a  chorus  of  actly  as  she  had  seen  mo  do ;  and 
4;  Spankadillois,"  forgetting  whose  it  seemed  the.  best  thing  t;>  go  back 
holy  day  it  was.  Unfortunately  I  out  of  sight,  ere  neighbours  got 
did  the  same;  for  my  nature  can  the  key  to  it.  Little  she  guessed 
never  resist  a  song  :  moreover  I  that  the  fate  of  her  life  was  dancing 
wanted  to  think  a  little.  Not  from  in  the  balance,  and  that  her  own 
any  desire  to  dwell  for  a  moment  lightsome  play  had  turned  it,  whe- 
on  my  own  interest,  but  from  the  ther  for  good  or  evil, 
great  temptation  to  make  the  for-  How  could  I  let  such  a  spring  of 
tunes  of  our  poor  castaway.  Hut  life,  such  a  mischievous  innocence, 
while  1  was  nursing  my  left  knee,  and  thoroughly  earnest  devotion  to 
with  the  foot  giving  time  for  another  play,  sink  and  be  quenched  by  a  for- 
chorus  (which  was  just  beginning),  mal  old  Methodist  in  the  iron  dis- 
I  heard  a  tiny  pipe,  and  turned  trict  ':  Sker-house  was  dull  enough 
round,  and  there  was  the  little  thing  for  dry  bones :  but  there  at  least 
herself,  dancing  on  one  foot,  and  she  had  the  sands,  and  sea,  and 
jerking  the  other  in  mockery  of  my  shells,  and  rabbits,  and  wild-fowl : 
attitude,  nodding  her  head  to  keep  nor  any  one  to  terrify  her  with  re- 
time as  well,  and  for  her  very  life  ligious  terrors — which  to  the  young 
singing  out,  4*  Pankydillo,  dillo,  are  worst  of  all — unless  it  were  a 
dillo,"  while  Bunny  peeping  round  ghost  or  two  of  wicked  abbots  rc- 
the  door-post,  with  a  power  of  penting.  Whereas  I  knew  what  an 
Sabbath  feeling,  looked  as  if  the  old  compunctious  Methodi>t  is,  who 
world  were  ending.  It  was  clear  has  made  some  money,  and  devotes 
that  Bardie  had  not  seen  Perkins,  his  last  vears  to  44  the  service  of  Jc- 
whom  she  never  could  endure,  else  hovah."  Even  .£''20,000  could  not 
would    she   not   have  run    in   from  make  it  up  to  her. 
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Therefore   I    shook    Master    Per-  a  had  child  bv  the  well,  whose  loose 

v  7 

kins  up,  for  he  really  had  been  a  mind  was   astray  with    stars,   and 

little   too   free,   and  was    going    to  took  no  heed  of  supper-time),  then 

sleep  with  his  spectacles  stuck  for  a  the  two  best  children  in  the  village, 

corkscrew  into  another   bottle,  and  neighbourhood,  or  county,  hand-in- 

I    made    him    understand   that  his  hand  came  to  my  door.     They  were 

plan  was  a  great  deal  too  crooked  wonderfully   silent,   and   they  stole 

for  me,  and  that  the  sooner  he  went  (each  in   her  own  manner)  just  a 

to    seek    Hepzibah   (who  was    pro-  little  glimpse  at  me,  to  feel  how  my 

phesying    on  a   stool    for    pickling  temper  lay  ;  then  they  looked  at  one 

pork,    down    at    Betsy   Matthew's),  another,    to   exchange    opinions    on 

and  to  prepare  for  his  midnight  ser-  that    all  -  important   matter.      They 

vice,  with  a  strong  Revival   rising,  knew  they  had   been  out  too   late, 

tiie  better  chance  he  would  have  of  and  had  frightened  (iranny  a  little 

escaping   my   now  rapidly  -  growing  perhaps,    and    therefore    now    had 

desire  to  afford  him  total  immersion  angered  him.     And  in  their  simple 

(which  is  the  only  salvation  of  one  way,   they  thought  it  wiser  not  to 

highly  respectable  lot  of  them)   in  broach  the   question.      I   meant  to 

the    well    of     John     the     Baptist,  scold  them,   but  could  not  iind  it, 

JFezekiah    dreaded   water   so    much  when   I   beheld   their  pretty  ways, 

that  this  hint  was  enough  for  him  ;  within   nvy   power   to   do   so.     And 

and  oif  he  set  in  a  tipsy  shamble,  lucky  for  them  that  1  did  not  know, 

to  lie  down  on  the  sandhill^,  ere  he  until   next   day,   when   too   late    to 

came  face  to  face  with  the  prophetess,  scold,   what  a  dreadful  mess   their 

When    I    had    put    things   a   little  clothes  were    in.      In   that  light   I 

aright,   and  brushed  up  the  hearth  could    only  see    their   pretty   faces 

to  a  bit  of  fire  (to  warm  the  milk  glowing,  and  their  blight  eyes  full 

for  the  little  onesi,  and  b}r  opening  of    doubt,    and    their    little    bodies 

doors   and    windows    sweetened    all  shrinking  back.      Also   bundles   of 

the  place  with   summer  flowing  in  water-cress  put  forward  to  mitigato 

and  nestling  round  the  relics  of  the  righteous  wrath.     1  felt  that  1  had 

sunset,    and   when    the  neighbours*  been  having  my   spree,    and    these 

chairs  (whereon   the  very  old   men  small  creatures  had  only  had  theirs, 

had   been    sitting  for  their  Sunday  So   1   kissed   them   both,  and   gave 

evening)   creaked,    as   if    carried   in  them  good  supper,  and  blessed  them 

and  dusted  for  another  Sunday,  and  into  their  little  bed. 
there  was  not  one  child  left  (except 


CHAPTER    XLIV. — PROVIDES    FOR    EDUCATION. 

Having  before   me  several   years  which  two  items,  as  honour  demand- 

of  absence  from  borne,  if  it  should  ed,    were   for  Miss   Delushy.      But 

please  the  Lord  so  long  to  spare  me,  what  is  wealth  without  education  ? 

I  now  took  measures  for  the  welfare  No   more  than  a  plummet  without 

of  those  who  would  chiefly  miss  me.  the  line.     Knowing  this,  1  provided 

The  little  cottage  was  my  own  from  as  follows. 

many  generations,  and  in  a  new  will  A  thoroughly  fine  new  school- 
made  by  a  clever  man  (no  less  than  master  had  arisen,  as  aforesaid,  for 
our  new  schoolmaster),  1  left  it  to  the  purpose  of  educating  all  our 
Bunny,  and  all  my  effects,  except  Newton  children.  Our  good  parson 
my  boat,  and  the  sum  of  ten  guineas,  had   brought  him   in,   not    because 
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the   old   one,    being  challenged    by  to  be  such  a  plague,  at  home,  before 

the  village  tailor  to  spell  the  word  Monday  morning,  that  eight  or  nine 

"horse"  without  the  picture,  proved  were  sent  back  to  school,  as  if  with 

his   command   of    the  alphabet    by  halters    round    their    necks.     With 

accomplishing   it  in    nine    different  these  he  took  so  much  kind  trouble, 

ways,   all  wrong  (for   that  was  en-  that    in    three   hours   they   learned 

tered  to  his  credit,  when  the  tailor  more   than    the   parish  had  learned 

failed  to  do  the  like),  but  because  for  a  generation ;  so  much  that  they 

he  horsed  a  boy,  and  left  him  there  could  not  keep  it  down  when  they 

for     the     afternoon,    having    fallen  went    home    for    dinner.      In    the 

asleep  without  thrashing  him.     And  afternoon  there  were  twenty  pupils, 

it  shows  what  the  public  confusion  and  by    the  end  of    the  week  three 

of   mind    is,    that    there    were    not  dozen.     Hut  how  could  they  prove 

three  people  in  all    the  parish  who  him  to  their  parents  qualified  for  a 

could   help    jumbling   these   stories  bedroom ) 

together,  because  each  of  them  had  l-pon  the  strength  of  my  present 

a  horse   in  it!      However  the  poor  position,  and  unrivalled  experience, 

old    man    had   to   go,    and   Colonel  I  found  it  my  duty  to  come  to  the 

liOiigher,  having  nothing  to  do  with  fore,  and  take  the  command  of  the 

the  spelling  of  the  children,  thought  householders.       And     knowing     of 

it  so  hard  on  his  brother's  part,  that  course  what  a  waste  of  time  it  is  to 

he  made  the  old  man  his  head-gar-  reason  with  anvbodv,  I    seized   the 

d^ner,    so  as   to   double  his  wages,  bull  by  the  horns,  and  offered  Mas- 

and  enable  him   to  sleep    not   half,  ter  J  Soger  Hcrkrolles  the  occupancy 

but  the  whole  of  the  afternoon.  of    my    cottage    upon    most   liberal 

His   successor  in   the  school  had  conditions.     "  That  is  to  say  for  rent 

been     sought    out    very    diligently,  per  quarter,  one  sea-snail,  and   per 

and  he  could   spell  almost  as  well  annum  one  cockleshell,  to  preserve 

as  Bardie  could  pronounce  a  word,  the  title;  provided  nevertheless  and 

Hut   when  we  found  that  he  came  upon  this  express  condition  that  my 

from  a  distance  more  than  a  quick  lawful  grandaughter  Huuuy  should 

man  could  walk  in  a  day,  and  that  be  fed,  alimented,  sufliciently  nour- 

hc  could  not  through  all   his   fore-  ished,  clothed,  clad,  apparelled,  and 

fathers   (although   they   were    quite  in  garments  found  ;  also  taught,  in- 

at   his   finger-ends)    claim   so  much  structed,  iudoctrined,  educated  and 

even  as    intermarriage,  with  anv  of  perfected  in  every  branch  of  useful 

our   third-rate   families,    much    less  knowledge  by  the  said  Roger  Herk- 

with   any    Llewellyns,    or    Hopkins,  rolles.     Item,  that  if  a  certain  child 

or   Hevans,    or   even    Thomases,   we  of    tender   years,   known   as   4  Dclu- 

saw  that  even  Parson  Loughcr  had  shy,'  should  at  any  time  appear  on 

gone  a  little  too  far  for  us,  and  not  the  premises,    and   demand  instruc- 

a  woman  in  the  place  would  let  a  tion,  instruction   of  the  highest   or- 

bedroom    to    that    man.     However  dcr,  and  three  slices   of  brcad-and- 

we  coidd  not  bolt    him  out   of   his  butter,   should    be    imparted  to  her 

own  Hchoolroom,  and  there  he  slept,  without  charge,  dr  die  in  diem."     I 

contented  with  a  pile  of  slates   for  objected  to  these    "dies,"  as   being 

bedstead,    and    of    copy-books    for  of  a  nasty  churchyard  sound;  but 

bolster  and  for  pillow.     For  a  week  Master    Koger    convinced  me   soon, 

at  least   he  had    no  school,  but  he  and    must    have     convinced    a    far 

went   to   church   and   sang    beauli-  tougher  fellow,  that  to  put  our  lat- 

fully   (which  brought  half   the  wo-  ter  end  out  of  sight  and  out  of  mind 

men  over),  and  the  children  began  so,  is  a  bad  example  and  discourage- 
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merit  for  the  young  ones,  whose  place  did  I  hope  to  go  to  ?    Neither  did 

It  is  to  dwell  on  it.  she  recollect  how  she  had  as  good 

A  man  of  far  coarser  tone  of  mind  as  made  me  kiss  her  behind  the 
than  mine  would  be  required  to  de-  meat-screen,  when  my  glory  began 
scribe  Master  Roger's  sense  of  grati-  to  grow  for  saying  those  drowned 
tude  towards  me.  When  I  do  a  niggers.  And  yet  I  could  not  bo 
handsome  thing,  I  cannot  bear  to  sure  that  she  did  not  know  it  all, 
tell  of  it,  nor  even  to  receive  the  and  hide  it  all,  for  the  joy  of  boasting 
praise  accruing  from  what  neigh-  afterwards.  I  understand  evory- 
bours  know.  "  Do  it,  and  be  done  thing,  except  women, 
with  it,"  in  all  such  cases  is  my  When  I  was  shown  into  the  draw- 
rule  ;  and  if  Roger  chose  to  give  me  ing-roomx  and  Mrs.  Stew  with  a 
an  inventory  of  goods  and  chattels,  curtsy  wont  out,  as  if  afraid  to  trust 
he  can  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  I  herself  in  a  presence  so  imposing,  I 
scorned  to  call  a  witness  irr  to  put  had  a  great  mind  to  take  a  nip  at 
his  name  to  it.  Business  is  not  my  some  of  the  rubbish  upon  the  table, 
strong  point,  and  it  never  is  with  a  The  whole  of  these  nick-nacks  could 
man  of  largeness.  never     have    paid    me    half    what 

The  next  thing  for  me  to  see  to  this  fellow  had  cost  mo  in  fines,  ex- 
was  to  get  some  wicked  warrants  pensc3,  costs,  and  so  on  ;  without  a 
quashed ;  whicli  a  deep  ignorance  bit  of  evidence  from  any  man  of 
of  my  character,  and  the  lies  of  very  character.  However,  I  only  looked 
low  villians,  had  induced  some  weak  at  them. 

or  vicious  magistrates  to  issue;  so  When  that  low  Anthony  Stew 
that  in  the  sporting  season  (when  came  in,  he  knew  mo  (before  I  could 
I  might  have  done  my  best),  1  speak  almost)  ;  he  gave  a  quick  glance 
was  forced  to  decamp  with  my  at  the  table,  and  then  without  an- 
telescopc.  This  has  been  men-  other  word  showed  me  out,  in  spito 
tioncd  perhaps  before  ;  but  not  my  of  all  my  uniform,  to  his  dirty  little 
strong  resolution  to  face  it  out,  as  justice-room.  With  such  a  man,  I 
soon  as  ever  the  sense  of  a  strong  should  think  it  wrong  to  go  into  his 
position  enabled  me.  No  doubt  ribaldry  :  only  he  said  this,  at  last ; 
they  had  meant  to  do  their  duty;  "Davy,  thou  thief,  we  will  with- 
and  I  forgave  them  all  altogether,  draw  them,  because  we  cannot  exc- 
There  were  three  of  them.  Two  cute  them.;  now  thou  art  in  Royal 
names  I  quite  forget.  How  can  one  Service.  Five  there  are,  if  I  re- 
think of  such  trifles  at  sea?  But  member.  Does  your  conscience 
the  third  was  one  Master  Anthony  plead  to  more  :" 
Stew,  who  had  tyrannised  over  mo  "My  conscience  pleads  to  none, 
dreadfully,  in  the  times  of  my  tri-  your  Worship.  Perjured  scoundrels 
bulation.  Up  to  this  man's  gate  I  all  of  them.  Five  was  the  number, 
went,  and  rang  the  great  bell,  with  I  do  believe.  Alas !  what  may  we 
my  three  stripes  on,  and  a  cap  of  come  to  ?" 

fronted   tapestry.     Squire   Anthony  4'Thc  gallows,  Dyo,  the  gallows, 

was  about,  somewhere  on  the  pre-  thou  rogue !     Thou  hast  had*  some 

mises,  would  my  honour  mind  wait-  shavings.  But  when  thy  turn  comes, 

ing  while  the   boy   went   round  to  good   Dyo,   I  will  do   thee   a  good 

look    for    him.     This    maid    never  turn,  if  I  can." 

guessed  how  often  she  had  told  me  "  Will  your  Worship  tell  mo  why  ? 

my  fish  was  bad,  and  what  a  shame  I  never  looked  for  anything  but  the 

it  was  to  make  them   cat  it  up  in  flint-edge  from  your  Worship." 

the  kitchen,   or  starve ;  and  where  "  Because  thou  art  the  only  rogue 
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I  never  was  a  match  for.     There,  go  pet  to  the  loss  of  my  rights,   and 

thy  way  now;  go   thy  way;    or   I  perhaps  her  own  undoing.     Resolved 

shall  he  asking  thee  to  dinner."  as  I  was  to  stop  all  chances  of  vil- 

"  Nay,  your  Worship,  God  forbid  !  lany  of  that  kind,  I  went  direct  to 

What  fond  have  I  had  since  break-  Colonel  Lougher  and  to  Lady  Bluett, 

fast-time  V"     And  so  \  won  the  last  Here   I    made   the    cleanest    breast 

word  of  him.  that  ever  was  scooped  out   almost. 

After  this  provision  for  my  good  1  may  declare  that  I  kept  in  nothing, 
repute,  and  defiance  of  magisterial  except  about  painting  the  boat,  and 
scandal  on  behalf  of  JJunny,  my  one  or  two  infinite  trifles  of  that  sort, 
next  act  was  one  of  pure  generosity  which  it  would  have  been  a  down- 
towards  an  ancient  enemy.  Poor  right  impertinence  to  dwell  upon. 
Sandy  Macraw  had  a  very  hard  Nevertheless  Colonel  Lougher  said 
fight  to  maintain  himself  and  his  that  some  blame  might  attach  to  me 
numerous  and  still  increasing  family,  in  spite  of  all  pure  intentions. 
Sometimes  they  did  not  taste  so  ftut  Lady  llluctt  said  no,  no. 
much  as  a  rind  of  bacon  for  months  She  would  not  hear  of  it  for  a  mo- 
together,  but  lived  on  barley-bread  ment.  The  only  thing  that  sur- 
and  dog-fish,  or  such  stutt'  as  he  prised  her  was  Llewellyn's  thorough 
could  not  sell,  wiih  oatmeal  cakes  for  unselfishness  and  chivalrous  devo- 
a  noble  treat  every  other  Sunday,  tion  to  a  child  who  whs  nothing  to 
What  did  1  do  but  impart  to  him,  him.  She  was  a  bewitching  little 
under  document  drawn  bv  IJerkrol-  dear;  no  one  who  saw  her  could 
les,  that  licence  to  fi>hoft'and  on  Sker  doubt  that;  still  it  showed  a  very 
Point  which  my  courage  had  well  soft  side  to  a  wonderfully  gallant 
established,  with  authority  to  him  character,  when  through  all  modesty 
and  covenant  by  him  to  attack  and  it  appeared  what  womanly  tender- 
scare  all  poachers ;  the  whole  to  be  ness  there  had  been.  And  thirt 
void  upon  my  return,  if  so  I  should  proved  how  entirely  ritht  her  opin- 
think  proper.  And  not  only  this,  ion  had  been  from  the  very  first, 
but  I  put  him  in  funds  to  replace  and  what  a  mistake  the  good  Colonel 
all  his  tackle,  by  enabling  him  to  had  made,  in  declining  to  let  her  even 
sell  his  boat.     For  I  went  so  far  as  argue. 

to  lease  him  inv  own,  at  a  moderate        "  Mv  dear    P.]  can  or.  my  dear  El- 

yearly  rental,   upon    condition    that  can  or, '  cried  the  Colonel,  with  his 

he  should  keep  her  in  thorough  re-  eyes  wide  open,  and  his  white  hand 

pair  and  as  good  as  new.     And  for  spread  to  her;   ul  am  surprised  to 

the    further   validity    (as    the   lease  hear  von  say  so.     Hut  we  cannot  go 

said)  of  this  agreement,   two  years'  into  that  question  now.     Llewellyn 

rent  became   due  at  once,  and  was  begged  for  my  opinion.     Yours  my 

paid  from  the  price  of  the.  other  boat,  dear   (as  you    have   proved),    is    of 

Mv  boat  went  twice  as  fast  as  San-  cour.-c  more  valuable.:  still  I  thought 

dy's,  and  was  far  more  handy,  so  that  that  it  was  mine " 

this  bargain  was  fair  and  generous,         "  To  be  sure  it  was,  dear  Henry, 

and  did  honour  to  all  concerned.  Yours  is  what  was  asked  for.     Mv 

The  next  and   last   thing,    before  rule  is  never  to  interrupt  you,  but  to 

starting,    was   to   provide    for    poor  listen  silent  ly.M 

Bardie   herself.      Eor    1    feared  that         **  To  be  sure,  Eleanor,  to  be  sure  ! 

Ifczekiah,  or  some  other  unprincipled  And  wo  always  agree  in  the  end,  my 

fellow,  might  trump  up  a  case,  and  dear,      lint  so  far  as  I  can  judge  at 

get  hold  of  lur,  and  sell,  or  by  other  present,    Llewellyn,    although    with 

means   turn   into    money  my   little  the  very  best  meaning " 
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u  And  a   display  of   the   greatest  Bcrkrollcs  to  make  the   first  start, 

valour.      Come,    Colonel,    even    by  and  show  her  the  way  to  the  alpha- 

his  own  account "  bet.     Our   Bunny   now   could    spell 

"Yes,  my  dear,  great  valour,  no  "cat"  and  "  dog,"  and  could  make 

doubt,  coupled  with  very  sound  dis-  a  good  shot  at   some  other  words, 

cretion.     Vet  when    1   come   to  con-  and    enjoyed   a   laugh    at    children 

niiler  the   whole,    1    really  do   think  (head  and  shoulders  over  her)  when- 

that  your  hero  might  have  entered  ever  they  went  amiss ;  and  she  from 

more    fully    into    these    particulars  the  master's  face  was  sure  of  it.    Hut 

about  the  boat.     Of  course,  he  had  Bardie   had   never   been   to  school ; 

no   motive,    and    it   was   simply   an  for  I  thought  it  below  her  rank  so 

error  of  judgment "  much  ;  and  now  I  contrived  for  our 

li  Henry,  there  was  no  error  at  all.  great  schoolmaster    to  come  to  my 

"What  could  he  do  when  they  would  cottage,  and  there  begin, 

not   even    listen    to   him    about   the  It    must     have     made    the    very 

name  of  the  ship  ?     If  they  would  gravest  man,  ever  cut  from  a  blocfe 

not  listen  about  a  ship,  is  it  likely  of   wood,    laugh    to    behold    Master 

they   would    listen    about   a   boat?  Roger,  and  her.     He  with  his  natu- 

And  a  very  small  atom   of  a  boat!  ral  dignity,  and  well-founded  sense 

The  thing  is  too  ridiculous.''  of   learning,    and   continual   craving 

.Perceiving   a   pause,    I    made  my  for  a  perfect  form  of  discipline;  yet 

bow  ;  for  the  very  last  thing  I  could  unable  to  conceal  his  great  wonder 

desire  would  be  to  .sow  a  controversy  at  her  ways  :  she  on  her  side  taking 

between    the    gentleman    and    lady,  measure  of  him  in  a  shy  glance  or 

whom  of  all  the  county  1  esteemed  two,  and  letting  her  long  eyelashes 

the  most  and  loved  the  best.     And  fall,  and  crossing  her  feet  with  one 

T  knew  that  if    I  caused  dissension  shoulder   towards   him,  for  him    to 

in  a  pair  so  well  united,  each  would  begin  with  her.     lie  vowed  that  he 

think   the    le.-s   of    nu\    when    they  never  had  such  a  pupil ;  instead  of 

came  to  make  it  up  together.     More-  learning,   she  wanted    to   know  the 

over,  my  object  was  attained.     Their  reason  why  of  everything.    Why  had 

attention    w.i<   drawn    to    the    child  A  two  legs  and  a  girdle,  while  1$  had 

again:  the  Colonel,   as   the  nearest  two  stomachs  and  no  leg  at  all  ?     (J 

magistrate,  was  put  in  legal  charge  was  the  moon,  from  the  shape  of  it. 

of  her:    I  was   now  quit  of  all  con-  It  was    no   good  to   tell  her  that  0 

cealment  :     and     L.idy    Bluett    had  was  the  cat ;  a  cat  had  four  legs  and 

promised  to  see  to  the  poor  things  C  had  none :  and  as  for   I)  being  a 

education,   if  ever  she  should  need  dog,  she  would  fetch  dear  Dutch,  if 

any.  he  would  not  believe  her,  and  show 

This  1  hoped  with  all  my  heart  him  what  a  dog  was  like.  And 
that  the  would  d«\  and  quickly  too.  then  perceiving  how  patient  he  was, 
And  indeed  she  was  growing  at  and  understanding  his  goodness,  the 
such  a  pace  after  that  long  illness,  poor  little  fatherless  soul  jumped 
also  getting  so  wonderfully  clever  up  on  his  knee,  and  demanded  a 
about  almost  everything,  and  full  of  play  with  him.  lie  did  not  know 
remarks  that  might  never  strike  a  how  to  play  very  well,  because  he 
grown  man  till  he  thought  of  them,  was  an  ancient  bachelor;  but  enter- 
that  the  only  way  or  chance  I  saw  ing  into  her  sad  luck,  from  know- 
of  taking  the  genius  out  of  her,  was  ledge  of  her  history,  he  did  the  very 
to  begin  her  education.  Forgetting  best  thing  (as  1  thought)  that  ever 
just  now  a  good  deal  of  my  own,  and  had  been  done  to  her.  lie  put  her 
being  so  full  of  artillery,  I  got  Master  on  a  stool  between  his  knees,  and 
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through  the  gloss  of  her  luiir  he  all  the  jaundice  of  jealousy.  If  I 
poured  such  very  beautiful  and  true  were  hound  to  go  wherever  Govern- 
storics,  that  one  could  almost  see  ment  might  order  me,  for  the  safety 
her  mind  (like  the  bud  of  a  prim-  of  our  native  land,  and  with  mod- 
rose)  opening.  She  pushed  up  her  eratc  pay  accruing,  also  with  a  high 
little  hands  and  tossed  her  thick  position,  and  good  hopes  of  raising 
hair  out  of  the  hearing  way,  and  it,  the  least  1  could  do  was  to  thank 
then  being,  absorbed  in  some  ad-  the  Lord  for  sending  those  two  poor 
ventures  like  her  own  almost,  round  children  a  man,  so  wise,  and  accom- 
she  turned  and  laid  her  eyes  upon  his  plished,  and  kind-hearted,  bound 
furrowed  yet  beaming  face,  and  her  over  to  look  after  them.  And  yet 
delicate  elbows  on  his  knees,  and  1  would  almost  as  lief  have  coin- 
drank  in  every  word,  with  sighs,  mitted  them  into  the  hands  of 
and  short  breath,  and  a  tear  or  two.  Mother  Jones,  who  could  scarcely  vie 
Although,  from  one  point  of  view,  with  me.  lint  they  promised  never 
I  did  not  like  to  be  superseded  so,  to  forget  me;  and  the  night  before 
especially  in  my  own  department,  \  went  away,  I  carried  Bardie  back 
as  might  be  said,  of  story  telling,  to  Sker,  and  saw  that  Black  Evan 
yet   I  put  small  feelings  awaj',  and  was  dying. 
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My  orders  wen*  to  rejoin  at  Pern-  moment  trud  my  own  eyes  to  ex- 
broke  on  the  10th  of  June,  where  amine  him.  So  we  all  tried  to  say 
the  Alcestis  lay  refitting  and  tak-  "good-bye,"  a>  if  there  was  nothing 
ing    in    stores    for    an   ocean-cruise,  in  it. 

Of  course  I  was  punctual  to  the  It  was  a  very  long  " good-bye,'* 
day,  and  carried  with  me  a  line  re-  even  longer  than  we  could  by  any 
cruit,  Master  Rodney  Bluett.  I  re-  stretch  have  dreamed  of.  Two  or 
reived  not  onlv  minute  directions  three  vears  was  the  ut:no>t  that  we 
from  his  lady-mother,  but  al<o  a  then  looked  forward  to :  but  \  tell 
lidv  little  salary,  to  enable  me  to  vou  simple  truth,  in  saving  that  not 
look  after  him.  This  was  a  ladv  of  one  of  us  had  the  chance  of  seeing 
noble  spirit,  and  ready  to  devote  England,  much  l«-ss  any  part  of 
her  son  for  the  benefit  of  his  Wales,  for  a  shorter  period  than 
country ;  because  then;  was  no  seven  years  and  two  months  added. 
fighting  now,  nor  any  war  in  pro-  Vou  may  doubt  me,  and  say,  u  Pooh, 
spect.  Also  Colonel  Lougher  came  pooh!  that  was  your  fault;"  and 
as  far  as  the  gate,  where  the  griflins  so  on.  But.  you  would  be  wholly 
are,  and  patted  his  nephew's  curly  wrong;  and  from  the  Admiralty  re- 
head;  and  said  that  although  it  was  cords  our  Captain  could  prove  it 
not  quite  as  he  himself  could  have  thoroughly.  And  what  is  much 
wished  it,  he  could  trust  the  bov  to  clearer  than  all,  do  vou  think  that 
bean  honour  to  a  loyal  family,  and  Captain  Drake  Bampfyldc  would 
to  write  home  every  now  and  then,  have  been  seven  vears,  or  even 
for  the  sake  of  his  poor  mother,  seven  days,  away  without  sight  of 
For  his  own  sake  also,  I  think  the  his  beautiful  lady,  Isabel  Carey,  if 
Colonel  might  have  verv  truly  said  ;  it  could  have  been  managed  other- 
became   while   he   was    talking   so,  wise  * 

and  trying  to  insist  on  duty,  as  the  It  was  a  mixture  of  had  luck.     \ 

one  thing  needful,  I  could  not  for  a  can  explain  a  good  deal  of  it,   but 
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not  all  the  ins  and  outs.     We  were  shipbuilders  are  better  than  ours, 

ordered  here,  and  ordered  there,  and  but  their  riggers  not  to  be  compared ; 

then  sometimes  receiving  three  con-  which  is  the  reason   perhaps   why 

tradictions  of  everything.     Until  we  they  always  shoot  at  our  rigging  in- 

should  scarcely  have  been  surprised  stead   of  our   hulls.     At  any  rate, 

at  receiving  signal,  "  H.M.S.  Alcestis  having   been  well  overhauled,   and 

to  the  moon  ;  to  wait  for  orders."  thoroughly  refitted  at  Chatham,  and 

And  if  we  had  received  that  signal,  rigged  anew  from  step  to  truck,  she 

I   believe  we  should  have  tried   it;  presented    an    appearance  of    most 

being  by  this  time  the   best-trained  tempting  character. 
and   finest   ship's   company   in    the        It  was  a  trick  of  the  Naval  Board 

world.     "VVe  had  ceased  to  be  a  re-  to    keep    us    together,   and  it  suc- 

ceiving  ship,  as  soon  as  the  war  was  ceeded.      Those     gentlemen     knew 

over,  and  now  were  what  they  be-  what    we    were  by  this  time,   the 

gin    to    call  —  though     it    sounds  very    best    ship's    company    to    be 

against  the  grain  to  mo — an  "  Experi-  found  in  all  the   service  ;    and  as 

mental  Ship."     And  the  Lord  knows  there  were  signs  already  of  some 

that  we   made   experiments  enough  mischief  brewing,  their  dosiro  was 

to  drown,-  or  blow  up,  or  blow  arms  still  to  keep  together  such  a  piece 

off,  every  man  borne  on  our  blessed  of    discipline.     My    humble    name 

books.     They  placed  me  at  the  head  had    been    brought    forward  many 

of  it  all,  until  the  others  were  up  to  times    with    approval,   but  without 

it ;   and   a  more  uneasy  or  ticklish  any  effect  so  far  upon  wages  or  posi- 

time  I  never  have  known,  before  or  tion.     Now,  however,  my  Lords  had 

since.     Over  and  over   again   I   ex-  found  it  expedient  to  remember  me, 

pected  to  go  up  to  the  sky  almost ;  and  David  Llewellyn  was  appoint- 

and  you  may  pretty  well  conceive  ed  master's  mate  to  the  Thetis,  if  he 

how  frequent  was    my   uneasiness,  should   think  fit  to  join   her;    for 

Nevertheless  I    still   held   on ;    and  the    whole    after    our  long  service 

Government  had  to  pay  for  it.  was  a  matter  of  volunteering. 

In  four  years  time  the  old  frigate        There  was  not  a  man  of  us  dared 

began    to    be    knocked    almost    to  to  leave  Captain  Drake  Bampfyldo 

pieces ;  and  we  made  up  our  minds  shabbily.     "We  turned  over  to  the 

to   be   ordered   home,  and   set  our  Thetis,   in  a  body,  with  him  ;  and 

memories    at    work    upon    all    who  the  crew  that  had  manned  her  from 

were  likely  to  meet  us,  if   still  in  England  took  the  old  Alcestis  homo 

the  land   of   the   living.     While  at  again.       And      junior      Lieutenant 

Halifax  thinking    thus,  and  looking  Bluett,   now  a  fine   young    fellow, 

forward  to   Christmas    time   among*  walked    the    quarter-deck    of    the 

our  own  families,  a  spick  and   span  Thetis,    so    that   you    should    have 

new   frigate   came,  of   the   loveliest  seen  him.    But  first  and  foremost 

lines  wo  had  ever  seen,  and   stand-  was  to  see  our  great  Captain  Drake  ; 

ing  -  gear    tho    most    elegant     Sho  as  ready  as  if  he  were  always  looking 

took  our  eyes  so  much  at  once,  and  out  for  an  enemy's  ship  from  the 

she  sat  the  water  so,  that  there  was  forctop.     lie  walked  a  little  lame, 

not  a  man  of  us  able  to  think  of  on  account  of  the  piece  the  shark 

anything    else  till  all  hands  piped  took  out  of  him :   nevertheless  we 

down.     This     was    the    Thetis,    if  had  not  a  man  to  equal  him  for 

you  please,  taken  from  the  Crappos  activity.     I  remember  once  when  a 

in  the  very  last  action  of   the  war,  violent  gale  caught  us  on  the  banks 

a  4 6 -gun  frigate,  but  larger  than  an  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  sky  came 

English    60-gun   ship.    The  French  down  upon  us  black  as  any  thunder- 
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cloud.  The  wind  grew  on  us  so  head,  whence  he  slid  down  by  tho 
towards  nightfall,  thai  after  taking  topping-lift  to  the  very  end  of  the 
in  roof  fiftcr  reef,  tho  orders  were  to  mainyard.  Such  a  thing  done  in 
make  all  snug,  send  down  the  top-  a  furious  gale,  and  the  sea  going 
gallant-masts,  and  lie-to  under  close-  mountains  high  almost,  beat  even 
reef  ml  main-topsail,  and  fore-top-  my  experience  of  what  British  cap- 
mast  staysail.  Captain  Drake  was  tains  are  up  to.  After  that,  if  he 
himself  on  deck,  as  he  always  was  had  cried,  "Make  sail  to" — Ileligo- 
in  time  of  danger,  and  through  the  land,  with  no  landing  to  it — there 
roar  of  the  gale  his  orders  came  as  was  not  a  man  of  us  but  would  have, 
clear  as  a  hell  almost,  from  the  touched  his  hat,  and  said,  "  Ay,  ay, 
mouth    of     his     speaking-trumpet,  sir!" 

"Main-top  men,  to  station!  Close  And  now  we  first  met  Captain 
reef  the  main-topsail.  Mr.  Bluett,,  Nelson  in  command  of  the  Boreas, 
clew  up,  clew  up.  There  is  not  a  a  poor  little- frigate;  we  could  have 
moment  to  lose,  my  men.  Spit  to  sunk  her  as  easily  as  we  outsailed 
your  hands  and  stick  like  pitch,  her.  But  as  senior  to  Captain 
"What!  are  you  afraid  then,  all  of  I  )rake,  he  at  once  assumed  command 
you?"  of  us;  although  it  was  not  in  our 
Kor  the  sail  was  lashing  about  instructions  to  be  at  his  disposal, 
like  thunder,  having  broken  from  The  Americans  then  were  carrying 
the  quarter-gasket,  and  when  the  on  with  the  privileges  of  British 
men  came  to  the  topsail-yard  they  subjects,  in  trading  with  the  Lee- 
durst  not  go  upon  it  Then  n  black  ward  Islands  ;  although  they  had 
squall  struck  them  with  blinding  cast  oil  our  authority  in  a  mo.-t  un- 
rain,  and  they  scarce  could  see  one  courteous  and  I  might  say  head- 
another's  faces,  till  a  cheery  voire  strong  manner.  Captain  Nelson 
came  from  the  end  of  the  yard,  could  never  put  up  with  the  prc- 
"  Hold  on,  my  lads — hold  on  there  !  sumptuous  manners  of  thi*  race,  and 
You  seem  so  skcery  of  this  job,  1  he  felt  bitterly  how  feeble,  had  been 
will  do  it  for  vou."  "'Tis  the  devil  our  behaviour  to  them.  These  are 
himself ''  cried  old  Ben  Bower,  cap-  people  who  will  always  lead  the 
tain  of  the  main-top  ;  "lei  him  fly,  whole  world,  if  they  can;  counting 
let  him  lly,  my  lads!"  "It  is  our  it  honour  to  depart  from  and  get 
Captain,"  said  I,  who  was  coming  over  old  ideas.  \nd  now  they  were 
slowly  up  to  see  to  it,  myself  pre-  doing  a  swim  bit  of  roguery  with  the 
pared  to  do  the  job,  and  shame  all  Leeward  Islands,  pretendimr  to  have 
those  young  fellows  ;  "  skulk  below,  British  bottoms  while  at  bottom 
you  jelly-pots  and  leave    it   to   me  Yankees. 

and  the  Captain."     "  A  chciM-  for  the  XrNon  set  his  face  against,  it  ;  and 

Captain,  a   cheer  for  the  Captain!"  whenever  he  set  his  face,   his  hand 

they   cried,    before    I    could    follow  came  quickly  afterwards.     We.  soon 

them,    and    a    score   of    men    stood  cut    up    that   bit    of    smu^^ling,    al- 

agaiust  the  sky,  in  the  black    pitch  though  the  tlovernorof  the  Islands 

of    the    hurricane,  as    if    it    were    a  was     himself    against    us.     Captain 

review    almost.      Kor    thev    guessed  Nelson's  orders  were  to  enforce  tho 

what   the  Captain   must   have  done.  Navigation     Act  ;     and     we     did    it 

and  it  made  a  hero  of  each  of  them,  thoroughly. 

While  thev  rune  slowly  up  the  rat-  Kver   so  manv  times   I    met   him 

tlins,   he   eli nub    the   rigging   like   a  as  he  now  came  to  and   fro  ;  and  he 

cat,  and  hefore  they  got  to  the  lub-  took  the  ha rgc -tiller  out  of  my  hand, 

ber's   hole,  he    was  e.t  the  topmast-  at  least  a  dozen  times,  I  think.     For 
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he  never  could  bear  that  another  altogether  wrapped  up  in  him,  and 
man  should  seem  to  do  his  work  for  would  give  their  lives  for  him  with- 
hiin,  any  more  than  he  could  bear  out  thought ;  and  there  was  not  ono 
to  see  a  thing  done  badly.  Not  of  them  but  was  mad  with  our  Gov- 
that  he  found  fault  with  my  steer-  crnment  for  being  at  peace,  and  bar- 
ing (which  was  better  than  his  own,  ring  Captain  Nelson  from  the  ex^ 
no  doubt),  but  that  he  wanted  to  ploits  he  was  pining  for.  One  of 
steer  himself.  And  he  never  could  them  struck  at  me  with  an  oar,  whon 
sit  a  boat  quietly,  from  his  perpetual  I  said  how  puny  Nelson  was,  com- 
ups  and  downs,  and  longing  to  do  pared  with  our  Drake  Bampfyldc, 
something.  He  knew  my  name;  and  only  the  strong  sense  of  my 
he  knew  every  one's  name ;  he  call-  position  enabled  me  to  put  up  with 
ed  me  "Old  Dyo,"  continually,  be-  it.  And  what  I  said  was  all  the 
cause  the  men  had  caught  it  up ;  time  the  very  truest  of  the  true ; 
and  in  my  position,  I  could  not  per-  and  that  was  why  it  hurt  them  so. 
ceive  what  right  ho  had  to  do  so.  We  being  now  the  finest  and  smart- 
I  had  him  on  my  lap,  I  won't  say  est  frigate  in  the  service,  looked 
fifty  times,  but  at  least  fifteen  :  for  down  upon  that  tub  of  a  Boreas, 
he  never  had  sea-legs  at  all  when  a  and  her  waddle-footed  crew,  and  her 
heavy  sea  was  running  :  and  I  never  pale,  pig- tailed  commander,  with  a 
thought  it  any  honour,  but  cherished  power  of  ignominy  which  they  were 
some  hopes  of  a  shilling  or  so.  As  not  pleased  with.  And  all  the  time 
for  appearance,  at  first  sight  he  we  were  at  their  orders,  and  they 
struck  me  as  rather  grotesque-look-  took  care  to  let  us  know  it !  Wo 
ing  than  imposing,  in  spite  of  his  would  have  fought  them  with  plea- 
full-laced  uniform,  and  the  broad  sure,  if  the  rules  of  the  service 
Haps  of   his  waistcoats.      His  hair,  allowed  it 

moreover,  was  drawn  away  from  his  Enough  of  that  uncomfortable 
forehead,  and  tied  in  a  lanky  tail,  discontent  and  soreness.  The  hard- 
leaving  exposed,  in  all  its  force,  est  point  is  for  a  very  great  man  to 
rather  a  sad  face,  pale  and  thin,  begin  to  set  forth  his  greatness, 
and  with  the  nose  somewhat  lop-  We  could  not,  at  the  momment,  sec 
sided.  Also  the  shoulders  badly  why  Horatio  Nelson  should  thus 
shaped,  and  the  body  set  up  any-  sweep  off  with  tho  lead  so.  But 
how;  and  the  whole  arrangement  of  after  he  had  once  established  what 
his  frame  nervous,  more  than  mus-  he  was,  and  what  he  meant,  there 
cular.  was  no  more  jcalous)r.  To  this  I 
In  spite  of  all  this,  any  man  who  shall  come  in  its  proper  place.;  J  am 
knows  the  faces  of  men,  and  their  only  now  picking  up  crumbs,  as  it 
true  meaning,  could  not  fail  to  per-  were,  and  chewing  small  jobs  hon- 
ceive  at  once  that  here  was  no  corn-  ourably. 

mon  mortal.  The  vigour  and  spirit  But  against  ono  thing  I  must 
of  his  eyes  were  such  that  they  not  guard.  Our  Captain  Drake  was 
only  seemed  to  be  looking  through  never  for  a  moment  jealous  of  Cap- 
whatever  lay  before  them,  but  to  tain  Nelson.  It  was  one  of  the 
have  distinct  perception  of  a  larger  things  that  annoyed  us  most,  when 
distance,  and  eagerness  to  deal  with  we  looked  down  on  the  Boreas,  and 
it.  And  the  whole  expression  of  would  gladly  have  had  a  good  turn 
his  face  told  of  powerful  impatience,  with  those  fellows  who  assumed 
and  a  longing  for  great  deeds,  dash-  such  airs  to  us,  to  find  that  our  be- 
cd  with  melancholy.  Tho  entire  loved  Captain  was  as  full  of  Nelson 
crew  of  his  ship,  I  was  told,  were  as  the  worst  of  tho  Borcases.     And 
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one  of  our  men  who  went  on  strong-  half  again  as  much  as  I  did,  though 
ly,  took  six  dozen,  and  no  mistake,  he  knew  that  I  had  done  all  the  work, 
and  acknowledged  how  well  he  do-  lie  gave  me  two  fingers  to  say  good- 
served  it.  That  is  the  way  to  do  things  bye,  which  is  a  loathsome  trick  to 
and  makes  all  of  us  one  family.  me ;  so  T  put  out  my  thumb,  which 

It  is  time  for  me  now  to  crowd  was   difficult  to  him  :  and  the  next 

all  sail  for  Spithead,  as  wo  did  at  time  I  saw  him  he  lay  dead  in  the 

last.      Seven   round  years   and  two  cockpit  of  the  (Joliath. 
months  were  gone  since  I  had  seen        Tn  a  word,  T  got  so  little  after  all 

old  Cymru,   and   T   could  fill   seven  my  long  endeavours   to  sccuro   the 

thousand  pages  with  our  whole  ad-  British  nation  from   its   many  cne- 

ventures.     But   none   of  them  bore  mies,  that  verilv  T  must  have  fallen 

much  on  my  talc,  and  nobody  cares  to  the  old  resource  again,  and  been 

for  my  adventures,  since  1  ceased  to  compelled  to  ask  for  alms  to  help 

be  young  and  handsome;   and  some-  me  home  in  171M*,  as  had  happened 

times  I  almost  thought  (in  spite  of  to   me   in   the  year   of  grace  1750. 

all   experience)   that    I    had    better  We  sailors  always  seem  to  be  going 

have    gone   into  matrimony  with   a  either  up  or  down  so  much,  without 

young  woman  of  moderate  substance,  seeming  to  know  why.     Perhaps  it 

But  (as  is  the  case  with  those  things)  is  a  custom   from  our  being  on  the 

when  F  had  the  chance  I  scorned  it;  waves  so  much.      However,    I  was 

not  being  touched  in  the  heart   by  saved   from  doing  such  disgrace  to 

any  one,  and  so  proud  of  freedom,  the  uniform  and  to  my  veteran  as- 

Moreover,  the  competition  for  a  man  pect,  and  the  hair  by  this  time  as 

amongst  young  women  may  become  white  as  snow,  simply  through  the 

so  lively  as  to  make  him  bear  away  liberality  of  our  Captain  Bampfvlde. 

large   down    wind.       Kxactly    what  For  he  made  me  an  offer,  both  kind 

had  happened  to  me  in  the  land  of  and    handsome,    though    not    more 

Devonshire.  perhaps    than    might    be   expected, 

Three   quarters   of    my   pay    had  after   our   sailing   together   so  long, 

been  assigned    to   Koger  Berkrolles,  This  was  to  take  me  home  with  him 

under  my  hand  and  signature,   for  to  N'arnton  Court,  or  the  neighbour- 

thc     maintenance     of     our     Bunny  hood,    according    to   how    the    land 

(so  far  as  the  rent  might  not  pro-  might  lie,  and  thence  to  secure  me 

vide  it),  and  for  the   general   man-  a  passage  (which  is  easy  enough  in 

agement    of    things,    and    then    to  the   summer-time)   by    one    of    the 

accumulate.     So  that,  after  all,  I  had  stone-boats  to  Newton  Nottage.      I 

not  any  amazing  rum  to  draw,   re-  felt  that  I  might  have  come  homo 

meinbering,   t<-o,  that  from  time  to  in  grander  style  tlnn   this  was  like 

time  we  had  our  little  tastes  of  it.  to  be;    and  vet  it  was  better  than 

Nevertheless,     when    added    up,     I  begging  my  way;  and  scarcely  any 

really  was  surpri-cd  to  find  that  the  man  should  hope  to  be  landed  twice 

good   clerks    thought    it    worth    so  in  all  his  life,   at  his  native  village 

much  quill-chop  over  it.     And  now  from  a  man-of-war.      Of  course,  if 

F  had  been  for  several  vears  on  the  Master  Kodnev  Bluett  had  still  been 

pay  of  a  petty  oil  leer  (master's  mate),  with  us,  he  would  have  seen  to  my 

and  looking  forward  to  be  master,  return,  and  been  proud  of  it ;   but 

if  he  were  good  enough  to  drop  nfl*.  he  had  been  forced  to  leave  us,  hav- 

He  was  truly  tough,    and   would  ing  received  his  appointment  as  3d 
never   drop   off;    and    I  felt   it  the  lieutenant  to  the  Boadicea,  74. 
more  because  he  was  ten  years  my        Therefore  1   travelled    with    Cap- 
junior,  and  unseasoned,      lie  drew  tain  Drake,  and  made  myself  useful 
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upon  the  road,  finding  his  coxswain  they  arc  happy  to  pay  for  that  plea- 

(who  camo  with  us  in  a  miserably  suro  now. 

menial  manner)  utterly  useless, when-  It  was  said  that  even  the  Admi- 

ever  a  knowledge  of    life  and  the  ralty  had    been   playing  the  rogue 

world    was    demanded.     And  over  with   us,  stopping  our  letters,  and 

and  oyer  again,  my  assistance  paid  our  news,  to  keep  us  altogether  free 

my  fare,  I  am  sure  of  it,  whether  it  from  any  disturbances  of  home.     At 

were  by  coach  or  post     Because  the  any  rate,  yery  few  of  us  had  heard 

great  mass  of  seamen  appear,  when-  a  word  of  England,  except  from  such 

ever  they  come  on  shore,  to  enjoy  a  old  papers  as  we  picked  up  in  the 

good  cheating  more  than  anything,  colonies.      And    now,    after    seven 

The  reason  is  clear  enough — to  wit,  years,  how  could  we  tell  what  to 

that  having  seen  no  rogues  so  long,  expect,  or  how  much  to  fear  ? 


CHAPTER   XLVI. — AFTER   SEVEN   YEARS. 

From  Exeter  to  Barnstaple,  we  four  fine  lamps  of  sperm-oil  burn- 
crowded  sail  with  horses'  tails,  and  ing,  and  tallow-candles  hero  and 
a  heavy  sea  of  mud  leaping  and  there,  in  shops  of  spirit  and  enter- 
breaking  under  the  forefoot  of  our  prise.  The  horses  were  stalled,  and 
coach.  Also  two  boys  on  the  horses,  the  baggago  housed  in  a  very  fine 
dressed  like  any  admirals,  one  with  inn,  looking  up  the  street,  and  then 
horn  on  his  starboard  thigh,  and  the  the  Captain  told  Toms  and  me  to 
other  with  jack-boots  only.  It  was  bouse  up  our  jibs,  while  he  went 
my  privilege  to  sit  up  in  the  fore-  out.  This  wo  were  only  too  glad 
top,  as  might  be,  with  Coxswain  to  do  after  so  much  heavy  rolling 
Toms  in  the  mizen-top,  and  the  upon  terra  Jirmay  as  those  landsmen 
Captain  down  in  the  waist  by  him-  love  to  call  it,  in  spite  of  all  earth- 
self.  We  made  about  six  knots  an  quakes,  such  as  killed  thirty  thou- 
hour  perhaps ;  whenever  we  got  sand  Italian  people,  when  first  I 
jerks  enough  to  keep  up  the  swear-  took  to  the  sea  again, 
ing.  But  before  long,  Toms  and  I  began 

But  the  impatience  of  our  Cap-  to  feel  that  we   had    no    right    to 

tain   showed    how  very    young  he  abandon  our  commander  so.     Hero 

was,  now  at   forty    years    of    age,  wo  were  in  a  town  that  hardly  over 

according    to    chronology,     though  saw  a  royal  sailor,  and  could  not  be 

nobody  would    believe   it!     Surely  supposed    to    know    for  a  moment 

he  might  have  waited  well,  after  so  what  his  duties  were,   or  even  to 

long  waiting:    and  if  he  could  not  take  a  proper  pride  in  seeing  him 

chew  a  quid — which  breeds  a  whole  borno  harmless.     And  hero  was  our 

brood  of  patience — at  any  rate  he  Captain  gone  out  in  the  dark,  with 

had  fine  pipes,   and  with  common-  his  cocked-hat  on,  and  his  gold-lace 

sense  might  have  kindled  them.     I  shining    wherever   a   tallow  candle 

handed    him    down    my    flint    and  hung ;  also  with  a  pleasant  walk  as 

steel,  and  my  hat  to  make  a  job  of  if    he   were    full    of    prize-money ; 

it ;  but  he  shut  up  the  glass,  and  though  the  Evil  One  had  so  patched 

cried,  "  More  sail  !*'  in  a  voioe  that  up  a  peace  that  we  never  clinked  a 

almost  frightened  me.  halfpenny. 

It  was  as  dark  as  main-top-tree  When  old  Jerry  Toms,  and  my 

holes  by  the  time  we  got  to  Barn-  humble     self,    had    scarcely    gone 

staple ;  but  we  found  no  less  than  through  three  glasses,  he  said  to  me, 


312                            Tlic  Maul  of  Sker.—Part  VIII.  [March 

ami   I  said   to  him,   that  wo  were  was   to  go  on  with  it     But  I  told 

carrying   on  too  coolly  in  a  hostile  him  very  strongly  (so  that  ho  put 

town   like  this.      Ana  just  at  this  down  his  collar  from  his  ears  to  lis- 

momeut    the    Navy   was    down    in  ten)   that   no   douht    ho   was    right 

popular  estimation ;  for  such  is  the  enough    upon   a   hundred   thousand 

public    urgency,    whenever  we    are  subjects,    yet   was    gone    astray  in 

paid    for,   without   being    killed    or  this.     And   if   we   boarded  a  house 

wounded.     Therefore    Jerry   and    I  at  night,  after  carrying  all  the  town 

were  bound  to  steer  with   a   small  by  storm,  what  ship  had  wc  to  bear 

helm,  and  double  the  watch.  us  away    from   the  mayor  and   his 

We  beat  up  the  enemy's  quarters  constables  to-morrow  ? 

calmly,    finding   none    to    challenge  In  this  dilemma,  who  should  ap- 

us ;  and  then  we  got  tidings  of  our  pear  but  the  Captain   himself,  with 

Captain  out  upon  the  llraunton  road,  his  head  bowed  down,  and  his  walk 

Jerry  was  a  man  of  valour,  ami   I  (which  was  usually  so  brisk  in  spite 

could  not  hang  back  to  be  far  be-  of  a  trilling  lameness),  his  very  walk 

hind    him  ;    and   we  had   been  con-  expressing  that  his  heart  was  full  of 

corned    in    storming    many    savage  sadness. 

villages.     So  we  stormed  this  little  "  How  much  longer?     How  much 

town,    carrying   our    hangers,    and  longer  *"  he  was   saying  to  himself, 

nobody  denied  us.     Ihit  before  wc  being   so  troubled   that  he  did  not 

were   half    a    mile    entirely   out  of  see   us   in  the  shadow  there;  '*  my 

hearing,   the  mayor  arose  from  his  own    brother    to     have     sworn    it! 

supper,  and  turned   out  the  watch.  Will  the  Lord  never  hold  His  hand 

ami  heat  the  drums,  and  bred  such  from  scourging   and   from   crushing 

alarm  that  in  one  street  there  were  me  \     Would   that  I  were  shot  and 

three  more  pi  oplc.  alive  ere  morning,  shrouded!     It   is   more   than    I   can 

Meanwhile     Jcrrv    Toms     and    1  bear." 

shaped  our  course,  for  the  Rraunton  In    this   gloomy    vein    ho    passed 

road,  and  hit  it,  and  held  on  to  it  us ;  and  we  looked  at  one  another. 

And,    borau.  e   no   man,    in   strange  daring   not  to   say   a   word.      How 

places,  knows  what  the  air  may  con-  could  a  pair  of  petty  oflicers  think 

tain  for  him,  Jerry  sang  a  song,  and  of  intruding  upon  the  troubles  and 

I  struck  chorus  ;  with  such  an  effect  private  atl'airs  of  a  post-captain,  even 

that   the   cows  were  frightened1  all  though,  since  our  ship  was  paid  olf, 

along  the  hedgerows.     This  put  us  we   could   hardly   be   said   to   serve 

quite  on  our  legs  again  ;  and  a  more  under  him 'r     "Blow  me  out  of  the 

deeply  sober  couple  could  not,  or  at  mouth   of  a  gun,"    cried   Coxswain 

any    rate  need   not,    be   seen,    than  Toms,  in   a  shaking  voice,  u  if  ever 

that  whi'-h  myself  and  Jerry  were,  1   was  so  amazed  before  I     I   would 

after  two  miles  of  walking.  have  sworn    that   our   Skipper  was 

In  this  manner,  steering  free,  yet  not   only    the    handsomest   but   the 

full   of   rcspoii>ihility,    we    doubled  happiest  man  in  all  the  service." 

the  la>t  point  of  the  road,  where  it  '"Then,    Jerry,    I   could  have   set 

fetches   round    to    Naruton    Court,  you   to  rights.      How    many   times 

And  here  we  lay  to,  and  held  conn-  have  I  hinted  that  our  Skipper  had 

cil,  out  of  the  tide  of  the  road,  and  something   on   his   mind,   and   none 

in  what  seemed  to  be  a  lime-kiln.  of  you  would  hearken  me?" 

The  coxswain  wanted  to  board  the  "True    for   you,    mv    lad.     I    re- 

house,  anil  demand  our  Captain  out  member,  now  you  come  to  speaK  of 

of    it ;    we   had    carried   all    public  it.     Hut  we  paid  no  heed ;   because 

opinion    thus,    and   the  right  thing  you  looked  so  devilish  knowing,  and 
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would   go   no   further.     Old  Dyo,  T  on   the  very  brink  of  Tawo   high- 

beg  your  pardon  now;  there  is  good  water  mark,  as  a  place  of  retirement 

stuff  in  you,  friend  Dyo — thorough-  when  hard  pressed,   and  unable  to 

ly  good  stuil'  in  you."  hold  his  own  in  the   bosom   of  his 

v-  I    should    rather    think    there  family.     You  may  well  be  surprised 

was,"     I     replied,    perhaps    a  little  — for  I  was  more,  I  was  downright 

drily,  for  he  ought  to  have  known  astonished — to    find  that    this   was 

it   lonjr   ago:    "Jerry,    I   could  tell  my  old  ferry-boat,  set  up  (like  a 

you  tilings  that  would  burst  the  tar  dog  begging)    on    shores,    with   the 

of    your   pig-tail.       Nevertheless,    I  poop  channelled  into  the  sand,  and 

will   abstain,  being  undervalued   so.  the  sides  eked   out  with  tarpaulin. 

Ho,    shipmate !     Haul    your    wind,  A  snugger  berth  I  never  saw  for  a 

and   hail!     I  am  blessed  if  it  isn't  quiet  man   to  live  in:    and  though 

old  Heaviside!"  Heaviside    scorned  to   tell   us,   and 

Kven  in  the  dark,  I  knew  by  the  we  disdained  to  ask  him,    that — as 

walk  that    it  was    a    seaman,    and  I  guessed  from  the   first-— was   the 

now  my  eyes  were  so  accustomed  to  true  meaning  of  it.     This  poor  fellow 

look  out  in  all  sorts  of  weather,  that  had  been  seduced — and   I  felt  for 

day  or   night  made  little  diilcrcnce  his    temptations — (when    he    came 

to   my  sense    of   vision,    which   (as  fresh  from  salt  water,  and  our  roll- 

you  nifiy  see  hereafter)  saved  a  Brit-  ing  ideas  of  women)  into  rapid  mat- 

ish  ilett,  unless  I   do  forget  to  tell  rimony   with    that    sharp    Nanette, 

of  it.  lie  ought  to  have  known  much  bet- 

l*  Heaviside     is     my     name,     sir.  ter ;  and  I  ought  to  have  given  him 

And   1    should   like   to   know  what  warning;   but  when  he   had   made 

yours  may  be."  up  his  mind  to  settle,  I  thought  it 

*k  David  Llewellyn."     And   so  wo  was  something   solid.     I   gave   him 

met;  and  1  squeezed  his  hand  till  he  the  names,  as  I  may  have  said,  of 

longed  to  dance ;   and  I  was  ready  good  substantial  farmers'  daughters, 

to   cut  a  caper  from   my  depth   of  owning  at  least  a  good  cow  apiece 

feelin«;.  from  the  date  of  their  majority,  also 

I   introduced  him  to  Jerry  Toms,  having  sheets  and  blankets,  and  (as 

according   to   strict  formality ;   and  they  told  me  many  a  time)  picked 

both    being  versed   in  the   rules  of  goose-feathers  enough  for  two.     And 

the  service,  neither  would  take  pre-  yet  he  must  go  and   throw  himself 

'.vdence  ;    but  each    of   them    hung  away  upon  that  Nanette  so  ! 

i»ack  for  the  other  fellow  to  pretend  But  when  I  came  to  hear  his  case, 

t>   it.    if  lie  dared.     I   saw   exactly  and  he  for  a  moment  would  not  ad- 

l::>w  thi'y    stood;    and    being    now,  mit   that   it  was  worse  than  usual, 

:is   mii.-ter's    mate,    superior    officer  or  that  he  wanted  pit}'  more  than 

t»   both,  I   put  them  at   their  ease,  any    other    men    do,    and    scarcely 

liV    showing    that  we   must  not  be  knew  how  far  he  ought,   or   dared 

i»o    grand.      Thus    being  all   in   a  even,  to  accept  it;  and  then  at  the 

l.uppy  mood,  and  desirous   to   make  gurgling   of   his   pipe,    fancied    that 

the    best   of    things,    we   could   not  he   heard    somebody;   Jerry   and  I 

help  letting  our  <  -aptain  go  to  dwell  squeezed  hands  for  a  moment,,  and 

upon   his   own   fortunes.     Not  that  were   very  careful   not  to  tantalise 

v.c  failed  of  desire  to  help  him,  but  this   poor  man,  with  our  strong-set 

that  our  own  business  pressed.  resolution.     "(Jive  a  wide  berth  to 

(lunner    Heaviside    led   us   down  all  womankind,"  was  what  we  would 

to  a  little  cabin  set  up  by  himself  have  said,  if  we  could  when  now  it 

VOL.    CXI. NO.  DCLXXVII.  X 


314 


TJie  Maid  of  Skcr.—Part  VIII. 


[March 


was  too  late  for  him  ;  "  failing  that, 
stand  off  and  on,  and  let  the  inhabit- 
ants come  down,  and  push  off  their 
boats,  and  victual  you." 

Poor  Ilcaviside  fetched  a  sigh 
enough  to  upset  all  arrangements; 
for  Jerry  and  I  (good  widowers 
both )  were  not  likely  to  be  damped, 
at  the  proper  time  for  jollifying,  by 
the  troubles  of  a  man  who  was 
meant  to  afford  us  rather  a  sub- 
ject for  rejoicing.  Therefore  we 
roused  him  up,  and  said,  or  at  least 
conveyed  to  him,  that  he  must  not 
be  so  sadly  down  upon  his  luck  like 
this.  And  hearing  that  he  had  six 
children  now,  and  was  in  fear  of  a 
seventh  one,  I  was  enabled  to  recol- 
lect more  than  twenty  instances  of 
excellent  women  who  had  managed 
six,  and  gone  oil'  at  the  seventh 
visitation. 

This  good  news  put  such  sudden 
spirit  into  my  old  shipmate,  that  he 
ceased  for  a  long  time  to  be  af eared 
of  all  that  his  wife  could  do  to  him. 
He  never  said  a  word  to  show  what 
his  mind  suggested  to  him,  whether 
good  or  evil.  Only  he  made  me 
tell  those  cases  of  unmerited  mercy 
(as  he  put  it)  such  a  number  of  times 
that  I  saw  what  comfort  he  was  de- 
riving. And  then  we  challenged 
him  to  tell  us  what  was  going  on 
with  him. 

He  seemed  rather  shv  of  "discus- 
sing  himself,  but  said  that  he 
was  in  Sir  Philip's  service,  as  boat- 
man, longshoreman,  ami  river-bai- 
liff, also  pork-saltcr  (as  a  son  of  the 
brine),  and  watercress-picker  to  the 
family.  In  a  word,  he  had  no  work 
whatever  to  do ;  as  you  may  pretty 
safely  conclude,  when  a  man  is  com- 
pelled to  go  iuto  a  catalogue  of  his 
activities.  This  sense,  of  ease  over- 
weighed  him  no  doubt,  and  made 
the  time  hang  heavily,  after  so  much 
active  service,  so  that  Naval  Instruc- 
tor Neaviside  moved  about,  and  be- 
gan to  gossip,  and  having  no  busi- 


ness of  his  own,  spent  his  mind 
upon  other  folks'.  Now,  as  wo  be- 
gan to  see  through  him,  and  the 
monotony  of  a  fellow  who  is  under 
his  wife's  thumb  (without  the  frank- 
ness to  acknowledge,  and  enlist  our 
sympathies  for  this  universal  burden) 
both  Jerry  and  I  desired  to  hear 
something  a  little  more  new  than 
this.  All  things  are  good  in  their 
way,  and  devised  by  a  finely  care- 
ful Providence ;  so  that  no  man, 
whose  wife  is  a  plague  to  him,  can 
fail  of  one  blessed  reflection — to 
wit,  that  things  are  ordered  so  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

This  noble  Heaviside,  not  being 
satisfied  with  the  state  of  things  at 
home — especially  after  he  had  ap- 
pealed to  Nanette's  strong  sense  of 
reason  (which  bore  sway  in  the  very 
first  week  of  half  the  honeymoon, 
gloriously),  and  after  be  had  yielded 
slowly  all  his  outworks  of  tobacco, 
coming  down  from  plugs  to  pipes 
and  from  pipes  to  paper  things,  with- 
out stink  enough  to  pay  for  rolling, 
and  so  on  in  the  downward  course, 
till  he  would  have  been  glad  of  dry 
sugar-canes,  or  the  stems  of  "  ohl 
man's  beard," — this  poor,  but  very 
worthy  fellow  gallantly  surrendered, 
and  resolved  to  rejoice,  for  the  rest 
of  bis  time,  in  his  neighbours'  busi- 
ness mainly. 

Herein  he  found  great  and  con- 
stant change  from  his  own  sharp 
troubles.  Kverybody  was  glad  to  see 
him  ;  and  the  wives  who  were  the 
very  hardest  upon  their  own  hus- 
bands, thought  that  he  showed  him- 
self much  too  soft  in  the  matter  of 
Madame  Heaviside.  It  was  not  his 
place  when  that  subject  arose,  to  pay 
either  4,yes"  or  "  no,"  but  to  put 
aside  the  (juestion,  as  one  that  can- 
not be  debated,  out  of  the  house, 
with  dignity.  Only  every  one  liked 
him  the  more,  the  moment  they 
remembered  how  contagious  his  com- 
plaint wa*. 


-J 
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Regard   this  question  as  3*011  will  alien    enemy,    and  ho   deserved   to 

(according  to  lack  of  experience),  it  pay  out  for  it ;   but  I  thought  (and 

was  much  for  our  benefit  that  the  Coxswain   Toms  was   of   tho  same 

Naval    Instructor    was    henpecked,  opinion)   that  poor    Heaviside  now 

He  had  accumulated  things,  such  as  had  suffered    ever    so  much  more 

no  man  can  put  together,  whose  wife  than    even    a   Frenchwoman    could 

allows  him  to  have  his  talk.     If  he  expect  of  him.      And    we    begged 

may  lay  down  the  law,  or  even  sug-  him  to  go  afloat  again, 
gest  for  consideration,   he   lets   out        He  shook  his  head,  and  said  that 

half  his  knowledge,  and  forgets  the  he   had  not   invited    our    opinions, 

other  half  of   it.      Whereas,    if  all  but  to  a  certain  extent  endeavoured 

his  utterance  is  cut  short  at  begin-  to  be  thankful   for   them.     Yet  he 

ning,  he  has  a  good  chance  to  get  suggested  delicately  that  after  being 

something    well     condensed    inside  so  long  at  sea,  we  might  have  waited 

him.     Thus,    if  you   find  any  very  for  our  land-legs,  before  we  became 

close-texture    and   terseness   in   my  so  positive.     And  if  we  would  not 

writings,    the  credit   is  due   to   my  mind  allowing  him  to  see  to  his  own 

dear,  good  wife,  who  never  let  me  concerns,  he  would  gladly  tell  all  he 

finish   a   sentence.       I   daresay   she  knew  about  those  of  other  people, 

had  trouble  with  mc ;    and  I  must  This  appeared  to  me  to   be  a  per- 

bc  fair  to  her.     It  takes  a  very  dif-  fectly  fair  offer;    but  Jerry   Toms 

ferent  man  to  understand  a  different  took  a  little  offence,   on  account  of 

woman ;  and  these  things  will  often  not    knowing    the     neighbourhood, 

touch  us  too  late,  and  too  sadly.     I  As  superior  officer  of  the  three,   I 

gave  her  a  beautiful  funeral,  to  my  insisted   upon   silence,  especially  as 

utmost  farthing ;  and  took  her  head-  from  old  times  I  knew  what  villany 

stone  upon  credit,  almost  before  the  might  be  around  us.     And  as  soon 

sexton  would  warrant  that  the  earth  as     Heaviside    could    descry    quite 

was  settled.  clearly  what  tack  I   stood  upon,  he 

That  night  my  old  friend  Heaviside  distinctly    gave    his    pledge    to    be 

(who has  led  me  from  like  experience,  open  as  the  day.     Therefore  we  all 

into  a  wholly  different  thing)  showed  filled  our  pipes  again,  and  took  fresh 

some  little  of  himself  again,   before  lights  for  them,   and  looked  at  one 

our  whale-oil  light  began  to  splutter  another,  while  this  old  chap  told  his 

and  bubble  too  violently.     Our  so-  story.     And  please  to  mind  that  he 

ciety  quite  renewed  his  hopes  of  get-  had  picked  up  a  prawn-netful  of  little 

ting  away    again ;    especially  when  trifles,  such  as  I  never  could  stoop 

1   explained  to  him  that  (according  to    scoop,    because    he    won    such 

to  my  long  acquaintance  with  law),  chances  through  the  way  the  women 

no  one  could  hold  him  accountable  pitied  him.     Only  I  must  in   ship- 

for  any  quantity  of  children  which  shape   put   his    rambling    mode    of 

a   Frenchwoman   might    happen    to  huddling  things.     If  you  please,  we 

have.     An  alien,   to  wit,  and  a  for-  arc  now  going  back  seven  years,  and 

cigner,  worst  of  all  a  Frenchwoman,  more  than  that,  to  tho  very  date  cf 

could  not  expect  all  her  foggy  con-  my  escape  from  Devonshire;  so  as 

finements  to  hold  good  in  England,  to  tell  you  what  none  of  us  knew, 

He   had    committed    a   foolish    and  until  we  met  with  Heaviside. 
unloyal  act  in  buckling  to  with  an 
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CHAPTLK  XLVII. — MISCHIEF    IN    A    HOUSEHOLD. 

It  seems  that  no  sooner  did  Parson  reproach.  However,  this  was  not 
Chownc  discover  how  cleverly  I  the  sort  of  thing  that  any  sane  per- 
had  escaped  him  (after  leaving  my  son  could  hope  for  in  thirty  miles1 
mark  behind,  in  a  way  rather  hard  distance  from  Master  Stoylc  Chownc, 
to  put  up  with),  than  he  began  to  after  once  displeasing  him.  And 
cast  about  to  win  the  last  stroke  what  do  you  think  Parson  Chowne 
somehow.  And  this,  not  over  me  did  now,  or  at  least  T  mean  soon 
alone,  but  over  a  very  much  greater  afterwards?  That  night  he  had 
man,  who  had  carried  me  oft*  so  pressed  his  attentions  on  the  bcau- 
shamef ully— that  is  to  say,  Captain  tiful  young  lady,  so  that  in  simple 
l'nmpfyldc.  Ilcaviside  was  not  self-defence,  she  was  forced  to  show 
there  as  yet,  but  with  us  in  the  A  I-  her  spirit.  This  aroused  the  power 
cestis,  so  that  he  could  not  describe  of  darkness  always  lurking  in  him, 
exactly  the  manner  of  Chowne' s  so  that  his  eyes  shone,  and  his  jaws 
appearance.  Only  he  heard  from  met,  and  his  forehead  was  very 
the  peoplo  there,  that  never  had  smooth.  For  he  had  a  noble  fore- 
such  terror  seized  the  house  within  head;  and  the  worse  his  state  of 
human  memory.  Not  that  Chownc  mind  might  be,  the  calmer  was  his 
attempted  any  violence  with  any  upper  brow.  After  frightening  poor 
one ;  but  that  all  observed  his  Miss  Carey,  not  with  words,  but 
silence,  and  were  afraid  to  ask  want  of  them  (which  is  a  far  more 
him.  alarming  thing,  when  a  man  encoun- 

What  was  done  that  night  be-  ters  women),  he  took  out  his  rights 
tween  Sir  Philip  and  the  Par-  in  the  house  by  having  an  inter- 
son,  or  even  between  the  Parson  view  with  Sir  Philip ;  and  no  one 
and  Sir  Philip's  heir,  the  Squire  could  make  any  guess  about  what 
(whose  melancholy  room  that  passed  between  them.  Only  it  could 
Chownc  had  dared  to  force  himself  not  be  kept  from  knowledge  of  the 
into),  nobody  seemed  to  be  sure,  household  that  Parson  Chowne  ob- 
although  every  one  craved  to  have  tained  or  took  admission  to  Squire 
better  knowledge.     Hut  it  was  cer-  Philip  also. 

tain  that  Isabel  Carey   went  to  her  Of  this  unhappy  gentleman  very 

room   very    early    that    night,    and  little  has  been  said,  because  I  then 

would  have  no  Nanette  for  her  hair ;  knew  so  little.     I  am  always  the  last 

and   in   the   morning   was   4t  not   fit  man  in  the  world  to  force  myself  into 

for   any  one  to  look  at,"  unless  it  private  things;  and  finding  out  once 

were  one  who  loved  her.  that  I  must  not  ask,  never  to  ask, 

Great  disturbances   of    this    sort  is  my  rule  of  action,  unless  I  know 

happen   (by   some   law   of   nature.),  the  people.      However,   it  docs  not 

often    in   large    households.       (Jive  look    as   if    Master    Hcavisido    had 

mc  the  quiet  cottage,  where  a  little  been  gifted  with   any   of   this   rare 

row,  just  now  and  then,   comes  to  delicacy.     And   thus  he   discovered 

pass,  and  is  fought  out,  and  lapses  as  follows. 

(when   its   heat   is   over)   into   very  Squire   Philip's  brain  was  not  so 

nice     explanations,     and    women's  strong  as  Captain  Bampfyldc's.     He 

heads  laid  on  men's  shoulders,  and  had  been  very  good  at  iigures,  while 

tears  that  lose  their  way  in  smiles,  things  went  on  quietly ;  also  able  to 

and   reproach   that   melts  into  self-  ride  round  and  sec  the  tenants,  and 
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deal  with  thcin,  as  the  heir  to  a  yielding,  who  has  lost  her  only- 
large  estate  should  do.  The  people  child.  It  is  not  my  place  to  defend 
thought  him  very  good  :  and  that  him.  All  our  ways  are  not  alike, 
was  about  the  whole  of  it  Ho  To  my  experience  he  seemed  bound 
never  hunted,  he  never  shot,  he  did  to  grieve  most  about  his  children, 
not  even  care  for  fishing.  A  man  For  a  man  may  always  renew  his 
may  do  without  these  things,  if  he  wife,  more  easily  than  his  children, 
gets  repute  in  other  ways  (especially  But  Squire  Philip's  view  of  the 
in  witchcraft),  but  if  he  cannot  show  matter  took  a  different  starting-point, 
good  cause  for  sticking  thus  inside  It  was  the  loss  of  his  wife  that  thus 
four  walls,  an  English  neighbour-  unwisely  overcame  him. 
hood  is  apt  to  set  him  down  for  a  Accordingly  he  had  given  orders 
milksop.  And  tenfold  thus,  if  he  for  women  alone  to  come  near  him, 
has  the  means  to  ride  the  best  horse,  because  they  reminded  him  of  his 
and  to  own  the  best  dogs*  and  to  wife,  and  went  all  around  in  a  flat- 
wear  the  best  breeches  that  arc  to  footed  way,  and  gave  him  to  see 
be  bought.  that    they    never    would    ask,    yet 

Squire  Philip  must  not  be  re-  gladly  would  know,  his  sentiments, 
garded,  however,  with  prejudice.  He  And  living  thus,  he  must  have 
had  good  legs,  and  a  very  good  seat,  grown  a  little  weak  of  mind,  as  all 
and  his  tailor  said  the  same  of  him.  men  do,  with  too  much  of  a  female 
Also  he  took  no  objection  to  the  circle  round  them, 
scattering  of  a  fox,  with  nothing  What  Parson  Chownc  said  to  this 
left  for  his  brush  to  sweep  up,  and  poor  gentlemen,  on  the  night  wo  arc 
his  smell  made  into  incense ;  nor  speaking  of,  was  known  to  none  ox- 
was  the  Squire,  from  any  point  of  cept  themselves  and  two  or  three 
view,  or  of  feeling,  squeamish.  Nov-  maids  who  listened  at  the  door,  be- 
crtheless  he  did  not  give  satisfaction  cause  their  duty,  compelled  them  thus 
as  he  should  have  done.  He  meant  to  protect  their  master.  And  all  of 
well,  but  he  did  not  outspeak  it ;  these  told  different  stories,  agreeing 
only  because  to  his  quiet  nature  that  only  upon  one  point ;  but  the  best  of 
appeared  so  needless.  And  the  them  told  it,  as  follows.  Chownc 
rough  rude  world  undervalued  him,  expressed  his  surprise  and  concern 
because  he  did  not  overvalue  him-  at  the  change  in  his  ancient  friend's 
self.  This  was  the  man  who  had  appearance,  and  said  that  it  was 
withdrawn,  after  deep  affliction,  enough  to  make  him  do  what  he 
into  a  life,  or  a  death,  of  his  own,  often  had  threatened  to  do.  Squire 
abandoning  hope  too  rapidly.  He  Philip  then  asked  what  he  nieiint 
had  been  blessed,  or  cursed,  by  by  this ;  and  he  answered  in  a  deep 
nature  with  a  large  soft  heart ;  and  low  voice,  "  Bring  to  justice  the 
not  the  flint  in  his  brains  there  villain  who,  for  the  sake  of  his  own 
should  be  for  a  wholesome  balance,  advantage,  has  left  my  poor  Philip 
I  know  the  men.  They  are  not  very  childless  ;  and  with  all  the  fair  Isa- 
common  ;  and  I  should  like  to  see  bel's  property  too !  Greedy,  greedy 
more  of  them.  scoundrel !"      They   could    not   see 

This  Squire  Philip's  hair  was  whit-  the  poor  Squire/s   face,  when  these 

or  than  his  father's  now,  they  said  ;  words  came  home  to  him  ;  but  they 

and  his  way  of  sitting,  and  of  walk-  knew  that  he  fell  into  a  chair,  and 

ing,    growing    older.      No    wonder,  his  voice  so  trembled  that  he  could 

when  he  never  took  a  walk,  or  even  not  shape  his  answer  properly, 

showed  himself ;  rather  like  a  woman  "  Then  you  too  think,  as  I  have 
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feared,  as  T  have  prayed,  as  1  would  it.     You  differ  from  other  men ;  and 

die,  rather  than  be  forced  to  think,  the   great   fault  of  your  nature  is 

My    only    brother  !      And   I    have  bluntness." 

been  so  kind  to  him  for  years  and  "  Philip,  you  have  hit  the  mark, 

years.      That    he   was    strong  and  I  could  not  have  put  it  so  well  my- 

rough   T   know — but   such  a  thing,  self.     M}r  line  fellow,  never  smother 

such  a  thing  as  this "        '  yourself  while  you  have  such  abili- 

**  lie  began    to   indulge   his   pro-  tier." 

pensities  for  slaughter  rather  early  "Alas!  T  have  no  abilities,  Chownc. 

— T  think  T  have  heard  people  say."  The  whole  of  them  went,  when  my 

"  Yes,  yes  that  boy  at  school.    But  good -luck   went.     And   if  any   rc- 

this   is   a   wholly   different   thing —  mained  to  me,  how  could  I  care  to 

what   had   my   poor   wife    done   to  use  them  V    After  what  you  have  told 

him  ?"  me  too !     My  life  is  over,  my  life  is 

"Did  you  ever  hear   that  Drake  dead." 

Bampfylde    offered   himself    to  the  All     the    maids     agreed    at    this 

Princess,  while  you  were  away  from  point,  and  would  scorn  to  contradict, 

home,  and  a  little  before  you  did  V"  that  poor  Squire  Philip  fell  down  in 

**  I   never  heard  anything  of   the  a  lump,  and  they  must  have  run  in 

kind.     And  T  think  that  she  would  with  their    bottles   and  so  on,  only 

have  told  inc."  that  the   door  was   locked.      Morc- 

"  I    rather   think   not.      It  would  over,  they  felt,  and  had  the  courage 

1)0  a  very  delicate  point  for  a  lady,  to  whisper  to  one  another,  that  they 

However,  it  may  not  be  true."  were  a  little  timid  of   the  Parson's 

4>  Chownc,  it  is  true,  from  the  way  witchcraft.     There    had  been  a  girl 

vou   s.iy    it.      You   know    it    to   be  in    Sherwell  parish   who   went  into 

true;  and    you  mver  told   me,    be-  the  Pardon's  service,  and  because  she 

cause  it  prevents  any  further  doubt,  dared  to  have  a  sweetheart   on  the 

Now    I    sec    everything,    everything  premises,  she  had  orders  for  half  an 

now.     Chowne,  you  are  one  of  the  hour,  before  and  after  the  moon  rose, 

best  of  men."  to  ily  up  and  down  the  river  Yeo, 

"  I    know  that    I    am,"    said    the  from  Sherwell  Mill  to  Pilton  Bridge  ; 

Parson,  calmly;   "although  it  docs  and  her  own  mother  had  seen  her. 

not  appear  to  be  the  public  opinion.  Therefore  these  maids  only  listened. 

However,  that  will  come  right  in  the  u  All  this    shows  a  noble   vein  of 

end.      Now,   my  poor  fellow,    your  softness  in  you,  my  good  friend" — 

wisest  plan  will  be  to  leave  yourself  this  wa<  the  next  thing  they  could 

altogether    to    a    thoroughly   trust-  hear — "  it  is  truly  good  and  grand, 

worthy  man.     Do  you  know  where  What  a  happy  thing  to  have  a  dar- 

to  find  him  ?M  ling  wife   and  two  sweet   children, 

"  Only  in  you,  in  you,  my  friend,  for    the    purpose   of    having   them 

My   father  will  never   come   to  see  slain,  and  then  in  the  grandeur  of 

me,    because — you     know    what     T  soul  forgiving   it  !      This   is   noble, 

mean — because — I    dared    to    think  this  is  true  love  !     How  it  sets  one 

what  is  now  proved  true."  thinking  !"     This  was  the  last  that 

4i  Now  Philip,  my  old  friend,  you  the  maids  could  hear  ;  for  after  that 

know  what  I  am.     A  man  who  de-  all  was  whispering.      Only    it   was 

tests  every  kind  of  pretence.     Kvcn  spread  in  every  street,  and  road,  and 

a  little  inclined  perhaps   to  go  too  lane  around,  in  about  twelve  hours 

far  the  other  way."  afterwards,  that  a  warrant  from  jus- 

**  Yes,  ves  ;   I  have  always  known  tices   Chowne    and    l'ambone,    and 
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with  consent  of  Philip  Bampfyldc,  intention.  He  know  that  the  Cap- 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  tain  could  not  be  taken,  of  course, 
officers  of  the  peace  for  the  appre-  for  many  a  month  to  come,  and  he 
hension  of  Captain  J)rake,  upon  a  did  not  mean  to  have  him  taken  or 
charge  of  murder.  put  upon  his   trial ;    for   ho  knew 

When  Sir  Philip  heard  of  this  right  well  that  there  was  no  chance 
outrage  on  himself — and  tenfold  of  getting  him  convicted.  But  by 
worse — upon  their  blameless  lineage,  issue  of  that  warrant  he  had  stirred 
he  ordered  his  finest  horse  to  be  up  and  given  shape  to  all  the  sus- 
saddlcd,  and  put  some  of  his  army-  picions  now  languishing,  and  had 
clothes  on  ;  not  his  best,  for  fear  of  enabled  good  honest  people  to  lay 
vaunting,  but  enough  to  know  him  their  heads  together  and  shake  them, 
by.  Then  he  rode  slowly  up  and  and  the  boldest  of  them  to  whisper 
down  the  narrow  streets  of  Barn-  that  if  a  common  man  had  done  this 
staple,  and  sent  for  the  mayor  and  deed,  or  been  called  in  question  of 
the  town-council,  who  tumbled  out  it,  the  warrant  would  have  held  its 
of  their  shops  to  meet  him.  To  ground,  until  he  faced  an  impartial 
these  he  read  a  copy  of  the  warrant,  jury  of  his  fellow-countrymen.  And, 
obtained  from  the  head-constable,  what  was  far  more  to  Chowne's  pur- 
and  asked,  upon  what  information  pose,  he  had  thus  contrived  to 
laid,  such  a  thing  had  issued.  Bo-  spread  between  Sir  Philip  and  his 
twixt  their  respect  for  Sir  Philip  eldest  son  a  deadly  breach,  unlikely 
Bampfj-lde  and  their  awe  of  Parson  ever  to  be  bridged  across  at  all,  and 
Chowne,  these  poor  men  knew  not  quite  sure  to  stand  wide  for  healing, 
what  to  say,  but  to  try  to  be  civil  to  up  to  the  dying  hour.  Because  it 
every  one.  Sir  Philip  rodo  home  was  given  to  all  to  know  that  this 
to  Narnton  Court,  and  changed  his  vile  warrant  issued  upon  oath  of 
dress,  and  his  horse  as  well,  and  Squire  Philip  and  by  his  demand- 
thus  set  off  for  Chowne's  house.  ing ;   and   the  father's  pride  would 

What  happened  there  was  known  never  let  him  ask  if  this  were  so. 

to  none  except  the  two  parsons  and  Now  people  tried  to  pass  this  over, 

the    (Jeneral ;    but    every   one   was  as  they  do  with  unpleasant  matters, 

amazed  when  Chowne,  in  company  and  to  say,  "  let  bygones  go  ;"  yet 

with   Parson  Jack,  rodo  into  Barn-  mankind    will    never    have     things 

staple  at  full  gallop,  and  redemanded  smothered     thus,    and    put     away, 

his  warrant  from  the  head-constable,  When  a  game  is  begun,  it   should 

who   held    it,    and   also   caused    all  be   played   out :     when   a   battle   is 

entries  and  copies  thereof  to  be  be-  fought,  let  it  be  fought  out — those 

stroyed   and   erased,   as   might   be ;  arc  principles  quite  as  strong  in  the 

and    for    this    he   condescended •  to  bosoms  of  spec tators,  as  in  our  own 

assign  no  reason.     In  that  last  point  breasts  the  feeling — "  let  us  live  our 

he    was   consistent   with   his   usual  lives  out." 

character ;  but  that  he  should  undo  But   Isabel  Carey's   wrath  would 

his  own  act,  was  so  unlike  himself  not   have   any  reason  laid   near  it. 

that  no  one  could  at  first  believe  it.  Her    spirit    was   as   fine  and   clear 

Of   course   people  said  that  it  was  almost  as  her  lovely  face  was,  and 

pity  for  Sir  Philip's  age   and  char-  she  would  not  even  dream  that  evil 

acter  and   position,  that  made   him  may  get  the  upper  hand  of  us. 

relent  so  :   but  others,  who  knew  the  Sho   said   to   Sir  Philip,   *l  I  will 

man   better,   perceived  that  he  had  not  have  it.     I  will  not  stay  in  a 

only  acted  as  from  the  first  was  his  house   where   such    things    can    be 
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said  of  any  one.     I  am  very  nearly  All  this  had  happenod  for  seven 

eighteen  years  old,  and  I  will  not  years  now  :   hut  it    was  that  last 

he    made    a  child    of.     You    have  piece  of  news,  no  doubt,  almost  as 

hecn  wonderfully  kind  and    good,  much  as  the  warrant  itself,  that  made 

and  as  dear  to  me  as  a  father ;  hut  our  Captain  carry  on  so,  when  we 

I  must  go  away  now ;   I  must  go  wero    in    the    lime-kiln.     Because 

away."  Lord  Pomeroy  had  forbidden  Isabel . 

"  So  you    shall,"   said    poor    Sir  to  write  to  her  lover,  while  in  this 

Philip;    "it  is  the  best  thing  that  predicament      Ho,     on    the    other 

can    bo    done.     You    have  another  hand,    getting    no    letters,    without 

guardian,  more  fortunate  than  I  am  ;  knowing  why  or  wherefore,  was  too 

and,  my  dear,  you  shall  go  to  him."  proud  to  send  any  to  her. 

Then  she  clung  to  his  nock,  and  He  saw  the  force  of  this  advice, 

begged  and  prayed  him  not  to  think  especially  after  our  own  correspond- 

of    it  more,   only  to    let  her  stop  encc  (under  both  mark  and  signa- 

whero  she  was,  in  the  homo  of  all  turc)  had  for  years   been   like  the 

her    happiness.     But    the    General  wind,    going    were    it    listelh.     So 

was  worse  to  move  than  the  rock  of  we    resolved    to     stop    where    we 

Gibraltar,  whenever  his  honour  was  were,  upon  receipt  of  rations ;  and 

touched  upon.  llcaviside  told  us  not  to  be  uneasy 

"  My  dear  Isabel,"   ho  answered,  about    anything.     For  although  he 

"you   are    young,   and   I    am   old.  durst    not    invito    us    to    his   own 

You    were    quicker    than     I     have  little    cottage,    or    rather    his    wife 

been,  to  see  what  harm  might  come  Nanette's,  he  stood  so  well  ii\  the 

to    you.     That  is    the    very  thing  cook's  good  graces  that  he  could  pro- 

which  I  am  bound  to  save  you  from,  vide  for  us  ;  so  he  took  us  into  the 

my  darling.     I  love  you  as  if  you  kitchen  of  Narnton  Court,  where  they 

were  my  own   daughter;    and  the  made  us   very  welcome  as  Captain 

sad  house  will  be,  God  knows,  ten-  Drake's  retainers,  and  told  us  all  that 

fold  more  sad  without  you.     But  it  had  happened   since  the  departure 

must  be  so,  my  child.     You  ought  of    Miss    Isabel,   between    Narnton 

to  be  too  proud  to  cry,  when  I  turn  Court  and  Nympton.     In   the    first 

you  out  so."  place,  Parson  Chow  no  had  been  so 

Not    to    dwell    upon    things    too  satisfied  with  his  mischief,  that  he 

much — especially    when    grievous —  spared    himself    time,   for    another 

Narnton  Court  was  compelled  to  get  wedlock,   taking    as    Mrs.    Chowne 

on  without  that  bright  young  Isabel,  No.  4  a  young  lady  of  some  wealth 

and    the  female    tailors  who  were  and    beauty,   but    reputed    such    a 

always  coming  after  her,  as  well  as  shrew   that  nobody  durst  go  near 

the    noble  gallants  who   hankered,  her.    Before    she    had    been    Mrs. 

every  now  and  then,  for  a  glimpse  Chowne  a  fortnight,   her    manners 

of  her  beauty  and  property.     Isabel  were  so  much  improved  that  a  child  ■ 

Carey    went    away    to    her    other  might  contradict  her ;    and   within 

guardian,  Lord  Pomeroy,  at  a  place  a  month  she  had  lost  the  power  of 

where  a  castle  of  powder  was  ;  and  frowning,  but  had  learned  to  sigh, 

all  the  old  people  at  Narnton  Court  However,  she  was  still  alive,  having 

determined    not    to    think     of    it;  a  stronger  constitution  than  any  of 

while    all    the    young  folk  sobbed  the  Parson's  former  wives, 

and    cried ;    and    take    it    on    the  Parson  Jack  had    also    married, 

average,  a  guinea  a  year  was  lost  to  and  his  wife  was  a  good  one ;    but 

them.  Chowne  (being  out  of    other  mis- 
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chief)    sowed    such    jealousies    bo-  away    without    finishing    his    sen- 

tween  them  for  his  own  enjoyment,  tences.     Then  ho  came  back,  as  if 

that  poor  Master  Rambone  had  taken  ashamed  of  his  own  desire  to  hido 

to  drink,  and  his  wife  was  so  driven  no  shame,  and  he  put  his  flowing 

that  she  almost  did  the  things  she  white  hair  back,  and  looked  at  mo 

was  accused  of.     Very  seldom  now  very  steadily. 

did  either  of  these  two  great  parsons        "  Llewellyn,"   he  said,    "  I    trust 

come  to  visit  Sir  Philip  Bampfylde.  in    God.      Years    of    trouble    have 

Not  that  the  latter  entertained  any  taught  me  that     I  speak  to  you  as 

ill-will    towards    Chowne    for    the  a    friend    almost,   from    your    long 

matter  of    the    warrant     For  that  acquaintance     with     my    son,    and 

he  blamed  his  own  son,  the  Squire,  knowledge  of    our    story.     My  ago 

having  received     Chowne's  version  will  be  threescore  years  and  ten,  if 

of    it,   and  finding  poor  Philip  too  I  live   (please    God)    till    my  next 

proud  and  moody  to  offer  any  expla-  birthday.     But    I    tell    you,   David 

nation.  Llewellyn,  and  I  beg  you  to  mark 

We    had    not    been    at    Nam  ton  my  words,  I  shall  not  die  until  I 

Court  more  than  a  night,  before  I  saw  have  seen  the  whole  of  this  mys- 

the  bravo  General ;  for  hearing  that  tcry  cleared  oflj  the  honour  of  my 

I  was  in  the  house,  and  happening  name    restored,    and    my    innocent 

now  to  remember  my  name,  he  sum-  son  replaced  in  the  good  opinion  of 

moned  me  into  his  private  room,  to  ask  mankind." 

about  the  Captain,  who  had  started  This  calm  brave  faith  of  a  long- 
off  (as  I  felt  no  doubt)  for  the  castle  harassed  man  in  the  goodness  of 
of  Lord  Pomcroy.  I  found  Sir  his  Maker  made  me  look  at  him 
Philip  looking  of  course  much  older  with  admiration  and  with  glistening N 
from  the  seven  years  past,  but  as  eyes ;  for  I  said  to  myself  that  with 
upright,  and  dignified,  and  trustful  such  a  deep  knave  as  Chowne  at 
in  the  Lord  as  ever.  Nevertheless  the  bottom  of  his  troubles,  his  con- 
he  must  have  grown  weaker,  though  fidenco  even  in  the  Lord  was  very 
he  did  his  best  to  hide  it ;  for  at  likely  to  be  misplaced.  And  yet 
certain  things  J  told  him  of  his  the  very  next  day  we  made  an  extra- 
favourite  son,  great  tears  came  into  ordinary  discovery,  which  went  no 
his  eyes,  and  his  thin  lips  trem-  little  way  to  prove  the  soundness  of 
bled,   and   he  was   forced   to    turn  the  old  man's  faith. 
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AUTL'MNAL     MANOEUVRES. 

The  autumnal  manoeuvres  of  last  in  fact,  made  into  a  movable  military 

year  were  the  first  of  the  kind  which  machine — for  the  occasion, 
had   ever    been    attempted   in    this         It  may  also  be   well  to  observe, 

country.     They  did  immense  good;  what    a     moment's    reflection    will 

and   they  promise,  if  regularly  con-  show,  that  the  great  points  in  which 

tinned,  to  do  more.     Putting   even  experience     is    to    lie    gained,    and 

only   JIO,0(»0    men    annually  in   the  therefore  improvement  acquired,  are 

field  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  in  those  operations  which  are  carried  m 

tests,  though  in  a  small  yet  in  a  sure  on  out  of  range  of  fire.     In  all  these, 

way,  every  part  of  our  military  sys-  embracing   the    important    ones    of 

tern.     It  teaches  all  those   engaged  organisation,      movement,     encamp- 

what  are  the  weak  points  of    that  ments,  outpost   duly,  strategy,  and 

system,  and  what  arc  the  strong  ones  tactics,  up  to  the  moment  tclun  the 

— what  needs    to  be   amended,  and  troops  rfose  unrfrr  a  hi-ttty  ,#>*?,  the 

what  only  requires  to  be  let  alone,  operations     exactly    resemble     war, 

If,   properly  utilised,  we  should  be  and  form  the  best  possible  prcpara- 

able   to   start   each    vear   from    the  tion  for  it. 

basis  of  the  experience  acquired  But  for  actual  battle  itself,  they 
during  the  preceding  one.  But  do  not  afibrd  an  equally  sure  guide, 
to  do  this  we  require  to  "take  ,nr  produce  equally  satisfactory  re- 
stock," as  it  '.vcre,  of  the  results  of  suits.  You  cannot  here  have  the 
each  training,  and  to  utilise  the  real  result  of  (ire,  and  without  that 
knowledge  thus  obtained  as  the  it  is  impossible  to  act  in  the  way 
platform  from  which  to  n.ake  a  fresh  in  which  you  would  in  actual  war. 
start.  The  troops,  unchecked  by  the  cllects 

Any    attempt,    however    humble,  of    shot   and   shell,    invariably   and 

in  this  direction  may  perhaps  be  pf  necessarily   approach   each  other  in 

use,  as  a  means  at  lca>t  of  inducing  a  way  that  they  could  never  do  in 

other   and    more   competent   judges  combat  (exactly  the  same  thing  lias 

to  grapple  with  the  subject.     With  been  observed  at  all  the  great  Prus- 

this  view  we  shall  fir^t  briefly  sum-  sian     autumnal     manu'iivres) ;    and 

inarise  what  seems  to  us  the  direct  hence  the  lessons  to  be  derived  from 

results  which  may  fairly  be  deduced  this,  the  most  picturesque  and  intcr- 

from  the  experience  of  last  season,  esling  portions  of  the  whole,  are  not 

and  then  proceed  to  enter  upon  the  equal    in   value    to    those   derivable 

more  debatable  ground  of  the  princi-  from    the   more   prosaic    but  really 

pics  which  should  be  kept  steadily  in  useful  anterior  movements, 
view    in   framing   those    for    future         Let    us     not    be    misunderstood, 

year.-'.  *  We  are  very  far  indeed  from  saying 

It  may  be  well   to  premise  that,  that  much  valuable  tactical  instruc- 

this  being  a  first  attempt,  the  whole  tion  may  not  be  derived  from  such 

force,  in  excess  of  the  usual  garrison,  movements. 

intended  to  take  part  in  the  manteu-         Xo   one   who   saw    Hope  ({rant's 

vres  was  sent  in  isolated  regiments,  ready  stand,   when,    turning    uncx- 

batfalion's    and    batteries   to    Alder-  peetcdly  to  bay  on  the  first  day  of 

shot,  there  to  be  organised  into  divi-  the   operations   on  (I ravel    Pit  Hill, 

sions  and    brigades,    provided  with  he    suddenly   massed    his    batteries 

stair,  and  supplied  with  transport —  beneath  the    tall    pines    there,   and 
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from    the     iron    semicirclo    poured  No    way,    however,    of    bringing 

forth  a  very  sheet  of  fire  on  Stave-  about  this  equality  is  so  bad  as  that 

ley's     astonished    ranks  ;     or    who  practised  during  the  last  days  of  the 

witnessed  Marshall  lead  his  mail-clad  late   manoeuvres,    when    a    division 

troopers,  in  glittering  lines,  over  the  was  dissolved  and  divided   between 

low  green  swell  hard  by  the  Chobham  the  contending  parties, 

camp  against   the   head   of   Baker's  As   the   troops   are  to   be  in  the 

advancing  horsemen,  when  he  scat-  end  so  they  should  be  from  the  be- 

tered  his  light  hussars  to   the  four  ginning — remaining  always    on   the 

winds  of  heaven  ;  or  who  gazed  on  same   sides,    in  the   same  organisa- 

Ly oil's    ready   rush    on    Staveley's  tion,  and   under   the   same   officers, 

unguarded  flank  on  the  last  day  of  Above  all  things,  let  changes  in  the 

all,  when   he  won    the   bare   brown  command,  and  hesitation  and   inde- 

summit  of   the   Fox   Hills,  and   led  cision   on   this   subject,  be  avoided 

on  the   magnificent  advance  of   the  when    the    operations     have     once 

42d     Highlanders,* — will    say    that  commenced.     Such   matters    cannot 

great    lessons    in   tactics   were    not  be  too   much   thought  over  before, 

taught  in  that  week.  or  too  riff  idly  adhered  to  after,  the 

But  we  do  say  that  they  are  not  work  has  begun, 

so  surely  taught,  and  cannot  be  so  II.  Brigades     should,     under    no 

unhesitatingly     accepted,    as    those  circumstances,  consist  of  more  than 

which  are   given   out   of   the  range  three,  or  at  the  utmost  four,  battal- 

of  fire.  ions.      Those    employed    this    year 

These    matters    being     premised,  were  much  too  large  and  lumbering. 

we   are   inclined    to   think   that  the  They   were   generally   composed    of 

following  observations    will   be   dis-  live  or  six   battalions,  and  were    in 

sen  ted  from    by  few  who   had   any  fact   divisions    with   only  a  brigade 

share  in  those  manoeuvres  : —  staff   to  work   them — a    convenient 

economy   for   the   War    OfHcc,    but 

I.  It  would  conduce  much  to  the  a   deplorable    arrangement    for    the 

interest,  and  add  much  to  the  good  troops. t 

in    be    derived    from    them,    if    the  III.  The     reserve    forces     should 

Jroops  were,  from  the  first,  divided  not  be   mixed  with  the   regulars  in 

into   two  opposing  forces  of   equal,  the  same  brigades  (except  in  rare  and 

or  von'Jy  (qutih  strength.  exceptional    instances),    but   should 

There  is  little  room   for  the  dis-  form  separate  brigades  of  their  own 

play    of    generalship    against    over-  in  the  same  division. 

■*-h(liniiHj    numbers,    and    there    is  When  you  mix   in  the   same  bri- 

littlc    encouragement     to     exert     it  gade  regiments  in  a  totally  different 

under  such  circumstances.  state  of  drill,  discipline,  and  consc- 

A    certain   amount    of    inequality  quent    efficiency,    you    commit    an 

in  the  contending  forces  will  stimu-  equal  injustice  on  both, 

late,  but  tor>  great  a  one  will  crush,  Either     the      efficient     regiments 

the  efforts  of  officers  in  command  of  must   be   kept  back   abreast  of  the 

troops  so  placed.  capabilities  of  their  weaker  brethren, 

*  Much  good-humoured  u  cliaH"'  took  place  round  the  camp-fires  that  night  on  the 
failure  of  that  division  in  which  "all  the  talents,"  from  Abyssinia  to  the.  lied  River, 
had  hi-en  united. 

+  It  may  be  said  that  the  Prussian  brigade?  consist  of  six  battalions,  luit  tliia  is 
a  misuse  of  terms.  The  Prussian  regiment  of  three  batta lions,  under  its  full  colonel, 
correspond:*  to  our  brigade  under  ita  brigadier.  Their  brigade  of  two  regiments  cor- 
responds to  our  division  of  two  brigade*';  and  their  division  of  two  infantry  brigades, 
with  cavalry  and  artillery,  will  correspond  to  our  corps — when  we  get  one* 
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or   the  less  efficient  ones  must  be  not  very  bright,  brigadier  through 

exposed   to  a   strain  to  which  they  much ;  but  it  requires  a  thoroughly 

are    not  equal,   and  which  will    do  able,  efficient,  and  active  commander 

them  much  harm.     You  must  learn  to    handle   a  reserve    brigade  with 

to  walk  before  you  can  be  taught  to  credit  to  himself  and  proiit  to  those 

run.     If  you    chain   a   man   and   a  under  his  orders? 

child   together   you    will   sorely   di-  V.  Great  interest  was  excited  as 

minish  the  efficiency  in   their   own  to     how    the    Control     Department 

spheres  of  both.  would  perform  its  duties  in  the  two 

But   when    the  'regular    and    re-  great    branches    of    Transport    and 

serve  forces    are  employed    in   the  Supply ;   and   every  one,  we  think, 

same   division,  but  in   separate  bri-  who  has  considered   the  matter  im- 

gades,  then  it  becomes  possible  for  partially,   will   admit    that  it  acted 

an  able  division  leader  to  apportion  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  energy, 

to  each  work  they  are  fitted  for,  and  and  that,   on   the  whole,  its   efforts 

thus    to    secure    progress    and    in-  were  successful, 

struction  for  all.  In  regard  to  Transport,  the  means 

This     was    very     apparent     last  at  its  disposal  were  of  four  kinds, 

autumn    on   one    or   two   occasions  1.  The  regular  .Transport  of   the 

when      the     reserve     forces     were  Department.     This   was    admirable, 

handled   in    separate   brigades,   and  Its   only  fault   was  that   there  was 

more  particularly  on  the  day  of  the  too  little  of  it. 

attack    on    the   intrenched   camp   at  2.    The     extra     Transport     pro- 

Chobham.  vided  by  the  purchase  of  horses  for 

When  possible,  militia  and  vol-  the  occasion.  This  was  almost  un- 
untcers  should  also  be  formed  in  distinguishable  from  the  former, 
separate  brigades.  They  have  quite  The  waggons  and  harness  were  Con- 
different  characteristics,  which  ren-  trol,  and  the  drivers  Army  Service 
der  their  acting  together  not  in  all  Corps  men  or  soldiers.  When  tho 
respects  desirable  or  advantageous.  horses  were  sold  at  tho  end  of  tho 

Should  it  ever  be  considered  ad-  manoeuvres,  we   understand  that   it 

visable,  to  employ  divisions  of  more  was  found   that  this  was  much  tho 

than  two  brigades,  then  a  good  for-  cheapest  way  of  supplying  it — much 

mation    for   one   would   be   in    four  more  so  than  that  of  hiring, 

brigades — two   of    regulars,    one   of  ".  The    Auxiliary.  Hired    Trans? 

militia,  one  of  volunteers.  port.     This   was  the  weak    point  of 

IV.  The   reserve  brigades   should  the  whole.     It   proved    both  expen- 

be    commanded    by    very    carefully  sive  and  inefficient.     Its  great  fault 

chosen    officers   (if   possible   by  the  was    its    inequality.     Some   of    tho 

colonels   employed   on   the    staff'  of  horses   were  very   tine,  many   very 

the     reserve    forces),    who     should  bad ;    but    the   great   evil   was   the 

be  each  assisted  by  Uco  staff* officers;  extremely    defective     state    of     tho 

these   officers  being  instructed   that  harness,  and  often  unsuitable  nature 

they  must  take  much   more  charge  of  tho  carts. 

of,  and  render  much  more  assistance  Had  the  operations  been  con- 
to,  the  reserve  regiments  than  they  ducted  exclusively  along  the  great 
would  do  to  line  ones  in  similar  highroads,  this  transport  would  have 
circumstances ;  and  the  same  in-  answered  fairly ;  but  for  country 
structions  should  be  given  to  the  cross-roads  it  was  quite  un suited. 
Control  officers  of  such  brigades.  In  deep  ruts,  over  steep   hills,  and 

Three  good,  steady,  old  line  regi-  in  swampy  passes,   the  rotten  har- 

ments  will  pull   a   respectable,  but  ncss   was    continually  giving    way, 
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and  many  of  the  waggons  breaking  This  answered  admirably.      The 

down.  regimental    officers    naturally    took 

This   proves,    not  that   this   kind  good  care  of   their  own  horses — on 
of   transport   is  not  of   use,  and   of  the   efficiency   of   which   their   own 
great   use,    but    that    it   should    be  comfort  and  that  of  their  men  en- 
employed    only    under   the    circum-  tirely  depended, 
stances  suited  to  it.  AVe  believe  an  extension   of  this 

So   long  as   the  cartage   is  along  system  to  every  regiment  employed 

the  great  main  lines  of  road  it  will  in  the  manoeuvres  for  the  amount  of 

work  well ;    when   turned  into  the  transport  required  for   itself  would 

cross-roads     it  .  will    break     down,  be  the  best  mode  of  providing  for 

That   is,  for    all   transport  a  day's  it.      To  infantry  battalions    horses 

march  or  more  in  rear  of  the  opera-  would  need  to  bo  supplied,  as  well 

ting  force,   it  will   do,    for  at  that  as  waggons   and   harness,    but  any 

distance   it    can    be   almost  always  amount  of  drivers  could  be  got  from 

directed  along  good  roads.     But  for  the  ranks. 

transport  within  that  radius — that  The  one  and  only  practical  ob- 
is, when  the  waggons  must  follow  jection  to  this  is,  that,  when  the 
the  actual  course  of  the  columns  by  army  makes  a  halt,  some  reluc- 
indiftercnt  cross-paths  and  over  tance  will  probably  be  experienced 
obstacles  of  ground — then  the  only  on  the  part  of  commanding  offi- 
sort  to  be  trusted  to  is  the  regular  cers  to  surrender  temporarily  their 
one  of  the  Control,  which  should  regimental  carts  if  needed  for  tho 
be  here  exclusively  employed.  general  use  of  tho  army. 

This  points  to  a  general  principle,  VI.     The  Supply  branch  was  that 

and    one    of    extensive    application  which  was  most  subjected   to  criti- 

in  war,  as  regulating  the  proportion  cism. 

in  which  regular  and  auxiliary  trans-  1.  One  point  upon  which  nume- 
port  require  to  be  provided  for  rous  complaints  were  made  by  the 
troops.  That  for  the  immediate  troops  was,  the  very  late  hours  at 
distribution  of  supplies  to  the  army  which  the  rations,  especially  of 
kself,  and  for  the  transfer  of  those  meat,  were  often  issued, 
supplies  from  the  main  lines  of  road,  To  understand  how  a  remedy  can 
or  neighbouring  railway  stations,  be  applied  to  this,  one  must  clearly 
should  be  invariably  regularly  or-  follow  the  mode  in  which  the 
ganised  and  trained  military  trans-  rations  arc  distributed.  m 
port.  That  for  the  bringing  up  of  In  regard  to  the  meat,  the  great 
such  supplies  from  the  distant  de-  difficulty  was  the  Cattle  Contagious 
pots  along  the  main  roads  to  within  Diseases  Act,  which  obliged  the 
a  day's  march  of  the  army  may  be  animals  to  be  killed  in  London,  in- 
formed of  pressed  or  hired  country  stead  of  being  sent,  as  on  service,  in 
transport,  if  it  be  well  organised  llocks  and  herds  with  the  troops, 
and  put  under  the  control  of  cflici-  From  London  the  meat  comes 
ent  and  experienced  officers,  with  down  by  rail,  and  is  forwarded  in 
an  adequate  and  regular  stall".  waggons  to  the  headquarters  of  the 

4.     The     Kegimental     Transport,  division. 

This  system  was  tried  in  two  cavalry  On  the  arrival   of   the  column  in 

regiments.     The  carts   and   harness  camp,  it  is — (1.)  brought  to  the  di- 

were  provided  by  the  Control.     The  visional    commissariat    depot.      (2.) 

horses  and   drivers  were   furnished  From    thence    it    is    distributed    to 

by  the  corps.     They  carried  all  the  each   of   the  assistant  commissaries 

luggage  of  the  regiment.  of   brigades  in  succession.      (3.)  By 
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them  it  is  taken  to  the  commissariat  The  moat  is  so  fresh,  and  the  weather 

depot  of  each  brigade.     (4.)     From  in   September  is   generally  so  cool, 

thence  it  is  issued  out  to  each  of  the  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 

regiments  composing  the  brigade  in  carrying  this  out. 

8irec/!8#ion.  When   a  halt    takes    place,    rcgi- 

Now,  when  the  time  necessary  to  mental     transport    would    get    over 

<lole  out  in  svrression  meat   first   to  the     difficulty     of     supplying     (he 

the    commissaries    of    brigade,   and  troops   on   outpost  duty   with  their 

then  to  the  quartermasters  of   regi-  rations.     The      rations      could      bo 

ments,  is   taken   into  consideration,  cooked    in    camp  for    the    men   on 

it  is   evident  at   once    both   where  duty,  and  sent  out- to  them  in  a  re- 

the    great    delay    takes    place    and  gimcntal    cart;    or    when   the  men 

where  a  remedy  may  be  applied.  were  too  far  off  for  this,   their   ra- 

AVerc  the  meat  issued  rimnffftne-  tions  of  wood  could  be  so  sent,  and 

otf&fy  to  each   of   the   brigade  com-  then    they    could     cook    for    them- 

missarics   at    the   divisional    depot,  selves. 

and  then  distributed  fiimultanroHsly  .'J.   in   justice   to   the  Control  De- 

to   each   of    the    quartermasters   of  part  men  t,  it  must  be  said  that  upon 

regimen  is  at  the  brigade  depots,  the  almost    every   occasion    it  was,    wo 

length    of    the    process    would    be  believe,  found  that  the  rations  were 

diminished  more  than  one  half.  up  in  good  time  at  the  depots.      It 

Hy  the  time  the  seventh  regiment  was   in    the    distribution    from   the 

of  a  distant  brigade  has  been  able  to  divisional     to     the    brigade    depots, 

draw  its  ration-,  and  have  thorn  con-  and  from  these  last  to  the  rcgimen- 

veyed  t>  its  own  lines,  after  a  long  tal    lines,  that  the  delay  took  place. 

march,  darkness  will  have  well  set  in.  And  a  good  part  of  this  delay  was 

The  remedy  for  this  is  clear.     At  owing  to  bad  arrangements   on   the 

the    divisional    depot    there    should  part  of   the  regiments  themselves — 

be   meat-issuers   for   ea«'h    brigade  ;  to  a  want    of   activity   in  the   com- 

at   the  brigade  depot  one  issuer,  at  manding  officers  and  quartermasters 

ihe  #777/  Irunt,    for  ever}'  two   regi-  in  finding  out  when  the  rations  ar- 

meiits,  ■    so  as  to  enable   the   issues  rived  at  the   brigade  depots,  and  to 

to  be  made  at  both  places  as  nearly  a  want  of  energy  in  sending  at  onco 

as  possible  simultaneously.  for   them.     Our    regimental    officers 

The  same   remarks   apply  almost  are  too  much  in  ihe  habit  of  sitting 

identically  to    the    issues    of    bread  with    their   hands    folded  until    the 

and  groceries.  Control   comes   and   drops  their  ra- 

2.    Had    each    regiment    its    own  tions  into  their  mouths, 

regimental  transport,  a  considerable  VII.   Experience   has   shown    that 

saving    in    time   and    trouble   could  the   present  ration  of  meat   (}  lb.) 

also   often    be   effected   by    sending  is  too  small    for   the   men  when   in 

one  of  its  light  carts  to  the  brigade  the   field.       It  is   enough  for   them 

depot  to  bring  back  the  rations.  in  barracks  ;    but   to  keep  them   in 

Hut  the  most  effectual  of  all  health,  1  lb.  is  absolutely  required 
modes  of  insuring  that  each  regi-  when  they  are  on  service,  marching 
mciit  should  have  its  meat  issued  hard  and  living  under  canvas. 
in  good  time,  would  be  to  have  the  On  the  other  hand,  the  present 
rations  for  the  next  day  issued  on  field-ration  of  bread  (1J  lb.)  might 
the  evening  of  the  preceding  one,  be  modified.  1  lb.  would  suf- 
put  in  a  regimental  cart,  carried  with  ficc  with  the  enlarged  meat  ra- 
the, baggage,  and  distributed  to  the  tion,  provided  a  field-ration  of  }  lb. 
men  the  moment  it  arrives  in  camp.  of    cheese    was    also   issued.     This 
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would  be  one  of  the  greatest  prac-  that  the  man  arc   half   starved  on 

tical  boons  for  the  men.*  the  days  on  which  the  rations  are 

VIII.    How    the     soldier     should  so  issued, 

live  in  the  field  ought,  we  think,  to  It   is  quite   true   that  it  is  occa- 

bc  as  follows  : —  sionally  necessary  to  order  the  troops 

The  evening  before  marching,  he  to  carry  their  rations  cooked  with 

ought  to  receive  -k  lb.  of  bread  and  them,  because  it  sometimes  happens 

his  ration  of  cheese.     With  this  he  that  they  cannot  get  in  until  late  at 

could    have    some    hot    coffee    and  night.     But   this   is .  an    exceptional 

bread  before  marching  in  the  morn-  case,    to  be  met  in  an  exceptional 

ing,  and  he  would  take  in  his  haver-  manner ;  and  on  the   principle  that 

sack   bread   and   cheese   enough   to  they  had  better  on  such  occasions 

have  a  slight  meal  at  a  halt  on  the  receive  (what  it  practically  amounts 

march.     On   coming  into  camp,   he  to)   a  half  -  ration    rather    than   no 

should   receive  his   remaining  ^  lb.  food. 

of  bread  and  his  1  lb.  of  meat.  Every  army  has   its    own    pecu- 
After  the    first    day    this   would  liarities  which  it  is  in  vain  to  con- 
practically   be    done   by   issuing  to  tend  with. 

him  on  his  arrival  in  camp  1  lb.  of  One  of  the  most  prominent  ones 
bread,  (one-half  for  that  day's  and  of  the  British  army  is.  and  always 
one-half  of  the  next  day's  ration),  has  been,  that  to  keep  the  men  in 
j-  lb.  of  cheese  and  1  lb.  of  meat  health  and  strength  you  must  cany 
These  changes  in  the  system  of  their  rations  for  them  «and  issue 
issuing,  combined  with  the  general  them  daily  on  the  spot, 
introduction  of  regimental  transport  And  these  national  peculiarities 
and  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  are  stronger  than  official  red-tape 
ration,  would,  we  are  convinced,  rules  and  the  convenience  of  de- 
make  the  soldier  comfortable  in  the  partments. 

iield  in  so  far  as  the  quality  and  dis-  Besides,    there     is    little    use    in 

tribution  of  his  food  are  concerned.  trying    to   diminish    the   burden   of 

IX.  The    Control     are    much    in  the  soldier's  kit  if  you  simply  more 

favour  of  issuing  rations  to  the  men  than  make  up  the  weight  of  his  ne- 

before    u    march    for    the    day    of  cessaries .  and  comforts  taken  off  by 

marching  ;     and     it    is    understood  heaping  on  his  aching  limbs  the  raw 

they  would  like  also  to  make  them  rations  of  the  Control, 

rarry  their  rations  for  two  days  in  X.  The    most    difficult    point    to 

their  haversacks.  get  over   is   the    deficiency   in    the 

The    system  would  no  doubt  be  supply  of   firewood.     Rations  with- 

most  convenient  for  the  Control,  for  out  fuel  are  of  no  use ;  and,  we  hear, 

it  would  shift  the  weight  from  their  it  frequently  happened  that  the  ra- 

carts   on   to  -the  backs  of  the  men,  tions  themselves  were  issued  in  good 

and  do   awav  with  more  than  half  time,  but  the  fuel  not  till  late  in  the 

the  trouble  of  distribution.  evening. 

But  it  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  This  was  owing  to  the  fuel  being 
genius  of  our  army,  and  is  to  the  supplied  by  contract,  and  not  car- 
last  degree  unpopular  amongst  our  ried    in    the    Army   Service    Corps 
soldiers.  waggons.     It  is  a  question  requiring 
The    practical    result  with  us  is,  great  attention,   for   it    proved   the 


*  Preserved  meat,  sausage?,  &c,  arc  not  liked  by  the  men.  They  are  not  accus- 
tomed to  them,  and  will  not  take  to  them.  This  is  to  be  lamented,  but  it  cannot  be 
helped.     It  is  a  fact,  and  we  must  make  the  best  of  it. 
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most  serious  and  insurmountable  Above  all,  no  breaking  up  of  organ- 
practical  difficulty  that  occurred  iscd  bodies,  no  changes  and  countcr- 
during  the  niamciivrcs,  and  that  changes  of  commanders  in  the  field, 
because  it  was  often  impossible  for  Let  the  place  be  chosen  early  in 
the  general  ofliccr  commanding  to  the  year  ;  let  the  force  to  be  employ- 
indicate  to  the  Controller  the  exact  ed  be  thus  at  once  fixed;  let  the 
spot  on  which  ho  would  encamp  mode  in  which  it  is  to  bo  organised 
the  next  day — this  frequently  de-  be  next  determined ;  and  by  the 
pending  upon  the  result  of  the  day's  month  of  May  at  latest,  let  all  the 
operations;  yet  without  this  know-  brigades  at  least,  and,  when  possible, 
ledge  the  Controller  could  not  direct  all  the  divisions,  be  told  off. 
the  contractor  where  to  have  his  I.  It  may  seem  at  first  a  hard 
wood-supply  stacked.  thing  to  determine  how  such  a  force 

Such  appears  to  be  a  few  of  the  should    be    organised ;    but    if   the 

conclusions    most   clearly   deducible  .  general  and    governing    principle  is 

from  the  experience  of  the  late  man-  once  got  hold  of,  and  firmly  adhered 

uMivros.  to,    much    of     this     difiiculty    will 

Now  for  a  few  words  in  regard  to  vanish, 

such  undertakings  in  the  future.  We  assume  that  the  force  will  be 

We  trust  never  again  to  see  tho  divided  into  two  nearly  equal  bodies 
force  intended  for  these  movements  or  small  armies, 
brought  together  for  the  purpose  of  Now,  in  preparing  any  troops 
organisation  to  one  spot,  to  be  there  for  service  in  the  field,  the  most  con- 
fitted  out  in  haste,  and  hurled,  half  venient  distribution  is  into  four 
organised,  into  the  field.  parts,  a  right,   centre,   left,  and  rc- 

If   the   late   campaign    in    France  serve.     And    each    of    these    parts 

has    taught   one   lesson    more   than  again    should  be   subdivided  into   a 

another,  it  is  that  the  days  of  going  first  and  second  line.* 

to  war  with  brigades  and   divisions  If  the  army  is  a  large  one,  each  of 

hastily    formed    from     independent  these  parts  would   naturally  be  rc- 

hatlalions,  with  a  scratch  park  staff  presented  by  a  corps ;  if  moderate 

and  new  generals,   are  over.     Such  in  size,  by  a  division  ;  if  very  small, 

a  force  so  formed  is  simply  u  fore-  by  a  brigade.     Hut  in  this  last  case, 

doomed     to     dogs     and     vultures."  each     brigade     of     infantry    would 

This  system  would  do  well  enough  need  to  be  raised  from  three  to  four 

when   opposed   to  one  equally  bad,  battalions,  to   enable   it  to   fight  in 

but    is    positively   fatal   when    em-  two    lines   of    two    battalions   each. 

ployed  against  an   army  kept   per-  With   the  reserve,  too,  must  bo  tho 

manently    in   a    state   of    divisional  heavy  cavalry  and  reserve  artillery, 

and   brigade    organisation.     This   is  Thus     the     arrangement    of    the 

a  bore,  it  is  a  great  addition  to  the  whole  force  into  corps,  divisions,  or 

permanent  expense  of  armies,  it  dis-  simply   brigades,    depends    on    two 

turbs  our  routine  ideas,  but  tmrrws  things  :  lir>t,  on  the  numbers  to  bo 

in  war  is  new  impomhlt.  without  it.  employed;  and,  secondly,  on  the  ne- 

Lct  us  have  no  haste,  confusion,  cessity  of  a  quadruple  formation  for 

and  vacillation  in  any  such  manam-  each  of  the  opposing  sides, 

vres  as  we  may  have  in  the  future.  A  firm  adherence  to  this  principle 

*  It  is  of  course  to  be  understood,  that  when  we  u-o  tho'1  exprc-sions  we  do  not 
nieitn  that  each  of  these  four  divisions  should  alwuys  retain  tin?  local  place  thu*a*- 
t-ignctl  to  it :  that  in  wur  should  be  irnpo>sible.  lbii  every  urixiy  in  line  of  linttlu  ha* 
a  right,  centre,  left,  and  reserve  ;  and  it  is  advi.-abie  that  each  of  ihc-c  should  be  re- 
presented by  a  tactical  unit. 
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will  lead  us  out  of  most  difficulties  field    equipment    issued,    the    statt' 

and  doubts  on  this  subject.  told  oft*,  the  brigades  formed,  and  as 

II.     We  attach    immense  import-  far  as  local  and  financial  considera- 

ance  to  the  troops  intended  for  these  tions    will    permit,     everything    in 

manoeuvres,  being  not  pitch-forked  readiness.      And    then    when    the 

into  Alders  hot  or  any  other  central  time   comes,  let    each  district  send 

•spot  for  formation,  but  being  care-  up  to  the  point  of  concentration  its 

fully  formed  into  brigades   always,  own  quota  fully  organised  for  the 

and  when  practicable  into  divisions,  field  from  its  own  local  resources, 

in  their  oven  local  districts,  and  sent  We   are  quite   sure  that  this  ar- 

up  to  the  general  points  of  concen-  rangement    would    do   more    to  in- 

tration  fully  fitted  out  for  the  field  crease  the  good  to  be  derived  from 

in  every  particular,  under  the  briga-  our  autumnal    manoeuvres,   and   to 

diers   with   whom   they   have   been  prepare  our  army  for  being  at  any 

serving,  with  a  staff  to  whom  they  time  suddenly  got  ready  for  service, 

arc  accustomed,  and  with  their  whole  than  any  course  that  could  be  adopt- 

field  equipment  and   transport  pro-  ed.     To  our  thinking  it  would  quad- 

vided    by   their    own    district    con-  ruple  the  value  of  these  manoeuvres, 

trollers.  and   be  the  first  faint  step  in  ap- 

This  would  lead  to  every  district  proach  to  the  perfection  of  Prussian 
acquiring  that  information  and  ex-  organisation.  * 
perience  which  is  now  almost  con-  III.  Greater  care  should  be  taken 
fined  to  one.  It  would  insure  the  to  post  the  light  and  heavy  cavalry 
staff  and  control  in  each  being  fully  in  proper  proportions  to  the  con- 
up  to  their  work ;  it  would  keep  the  tending  forces,  and  to  employ  each 
battalions  together  under  the  gene-  on  its  own  proper  duty  only, 
ral  officers  and  staff  to  whom  they  In  the  late  manoeuvres  one  divi- 
are  known,  and  would  induce  a  sion  had  the  whole  of  our  heavy 
regularity  and  ease  in  these  under-  cuirass  cavalry  and  a  heavy  dragoon 
takings  which  at  present  they  are  regiment  assigned  to  it,  without  a 
sadly  in  want  of.  single   light  horseman  ;   and  conse- 

To  illustrate  roughly  what  we  qucntly,  the,  to  a  soldier,  misplaced 
mean :  Say  that  the  local  distribu-  spectacle  was  exhibited  of  Life- 
tion  of  the  army  is  such  that  Alder-  Guardsmen  on  outpost  duty.  We 
shot  could  furnish  the  men  for  two  use  the  words  "  misplaced  spec- 
divisions  of  infantry  and  one  of  cav-  tacle  "  advisedly,  for  nothing,  we 
airy ;  Portsmouth  for  one  of  infan-  believe,  could  exceed  the  admirable 
try ;  London  for  a  reserve  brigade  way  in  which  the  duty  was  pcr- 
of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  ;  Ply-  formed  by  them.*  And  it  is  a  note- 
mouth  for  a  brigade;  Dover  for  a  worthy  circumstance  that,  though 
division, — and  so  on.  Let  each  of  opposed  to  some  of  the  most  famed 
these  districts  be,  early  in  the  sum-  light  cavalry  regiments  in  our  ser- 
mer,  told  what  it  will  have  to  do,  vice  under  a  well-known  officer,  the 
and    ordered  at  once  to  have    the  hussars  never  gained  a  single  advan- 


*  We  are  well  aware  that  that  great  military  authority,  and  loyal  and  chivalrous 
subject,  Sir  Charles  Dilkc,  has  expressed  his  decided  opinion,  founded  on  his  own 
observation,  that  the  Household  Cavalry  were  useless  on  this  occasion.  We,  a  pimple 
writer  in  *  Blackwood,'  arc  naturally  timorous  at  breaking  a  lance  with  so  grave  an 
authority ;  but  we  cannot,  for  the  Bake  of  miserable,  despised  truth,  refrain  from 
expressing  our  opinion,  quantum  vakat,  as  absolutely  and  directly  opposed  to  his 
judgment  in  every  particular. 
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tage  in   their  own   peculiar  depart-  night  so  spent— is  about  the  sever - 

ment,    when  once  hostilities  began,  est  trial  the  soldier  can  be  put  to; 

over  their  apparently  unwieldy  ad-  therefore   it   should    never    be   ex- 

vcrsarie*.     But   it  was  "  misplaced  "  acted  in  excess  of  what  the  ncccsni- 

all   the   same,  for  it   was  a  waste  of  ties  of  the  case  call  for,  or  the  rc- 

poiter.       Ih    modern    war,    cuirass  quircments  of  actual  service  would 

cavalry  are  very  necessary,  though  justify.     "With   this  view  it  should' 

not  in  large  proportions  ;*  and  it  is  always  bo  stated  clearly  in   orders 

most    desirable     that    they    should  whether  the  night  is  held  to  be  a 

always  be  preserved  fresh,  and  with  period  of  truce  or  not ;   and  if  it  is, 

their    horses   in   good  condition  for  then  no  outposts  should  be  sent  out 

those  few  but  decisive  opportunities  until  the  morning,  when  they  ought 

which    the    end   of  a   great    battle  to  be  on  their  ground  an  hour  before 

usually  presents.     But  this  is  their  hostilities  commence, 
duty,  and   not  to  act  as   outposts.         It  is  also   to  be  remarked  that 

And  it  is  as  absurd  to  put  a  heavy  as   a   general   rule,    not   nearly   use 

trooper  of  the  Blues  as  a  vedette  on  enough  was  made  of  our  light  cav- 

a   distant    hill,    as   it  would   be   to  airy  to  retard,   envelop,   and  watch 

charge  one  of  their  ponderous  squad-  closely  the  advance  of   the  enemy, 

rons  with  a  swarm  of  light  hussars,  so  as  to  obtain  exact  and  earlv  in- 

Division    of     labor,     and     keeping  formation  as  to  the  tendency  of  his 

every  one  to  his  own,  is  the  secret  movements. 

of  success.     It  is  an  old  but  a  true         V.     The    umpire    system   is   one 

saying  that  a  "  Jack  of  all  trades  is  which  is  as  yet  in  its  infancy  with 

a  master  of  none."  us.     When  two  forces  arc  opposed 

IV.     There  is  another  point  with  to  one  another,    umpires  are  abso- 

refcrenee  to  outposts   in   regard  to  lutely  necessary,  for  neither  party 

which  we  think  attention  is  neres-  will   ever    admit    themselves   to   be 

ary.     In  some  of  the  divisions  far  beat,  and  without  umpires  matters 

too  great  a  number  of  men  were  sent  would  come  to  a  dead-lock, 
on    this    duty  —  regard    being    had         But  the  duty  of  an  umpire  is  one 

either  to  the  total  force  of  the  divi-  of  exceeding  difficulty,  and  requir- 

s ion  itself,  or  to  the  extent  of  ground  ing   both    much    theoretical    know- 

t)  be  occupied.     This,  wo   think,   is  ledge  and  a  great  deal  of  practical 

a  very  great  mistake.     There  is  no  experience  in  the  field.     The  great 

duty  so  hard  on  the  soldier  as  this,  fault  of  the  system — the  one  which 

especially  when  carried  on  by  night ;  requires    to    be    most     strenuously 

but  there  is  none  so  important,  or  to  guarded  against — is  its  tendency  to 

which  such  untiring  care  and  vigi-  develop    over-caution    amongst    the 

l:::ice  should  be  applied.     It  is  there-  combatants,   to  extinguish  all  dash, 

fore   to   the   last   degree  unwise  to  to  destroy  all  enterprise, 
overwork  the  men  at  it,  and  so  to        When    a   brisk    attack    is    being 

make  them  careless  on  it     To  go  on  made   on   an    important    point,    the 

outpost  duty  after  a  hard  day's  march  chances  are  that  an  excited  umpire 

— or  to  make  such  a  march  after  a  rides  up  and  exclaims:    "These  men 

*  The  last  campaign  in  France  has  restored  the  name  and  proved  the.  utility  of 
r'..ir.iss  cavalry  in  war.  80  far  from  throwing  ande  armour  and  abandoning  heavy 
h<»!*>e,  the  Prussians  are  moving  in  the  opposite  direction.  They  have  found  the  ne- 
iv-'sjty  of  a  reserve  of  heavy  horsemen ;  and  experience  has  convinced  them  that  the 
r-i!iu>s,  from  the  glancing  of  the.  hall.-*,  i»  practically  iinj>ervious  to  ritlc-tiro,  and  bo 
iji-.art-  a  confidence  to  the  men  which  is  of  untold  value  in  this  arm  «»f  the  service. 


.* 
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would  be  decimated — they  would  be  actually  attacking  it,  to  be  cvacu- 
annihilatcd — the  attack  is  madness,  atod  because  a  few  skirmishers  were 
The  troops  employed  must  be  put  creeping  round  one  of  its  Hanks — 
out  of  action— march  them  off."  the  fact  being  that  the  advance  of 
Now  there  is  a  very  simple  way  to  these  men  was  so  absurd  that  the 
avoid  this  disgrace.  Do  not  bring  defenders  had  ceased  iiring  at  them, 
your  men  under  serious  fire.  To  This  umpire  was  clearly  forgetful  of 
this  course  there  is  only  one  objec-  the  keen  saying  of  the  J)ukc  of 
tion — you  cannot  win  a  battle  in  AVellington  :  a  All  have  read  of,  but 
accordance  with  it.  You  cannot  no  one  has  ever  seen,  large  bodies 
u  make  omelettes  without  breaking  of  men  put  to  ilight  by  a  handful  of 
eggs."  Consider  for  a  moment  how  light  infantry  and  dragoons."  On 
many  points  require  to  be  thought  another  occasion  it  is  said  that  when 
of  before  such  a  decision  should  be  a  division  was  engaged  in  the  difli- 
given.  (1.)  Was  the  point  of  attack  cult  task  of  retiring  before  a  supc- 
well  chosen  ?  was  it  on  either  the  rior  enemy,  the  umpire  in  that  part 
strategical  or  the  tactical  key  of  the  of  the  field  suddenly  declared  the 
field  of  battle,  or  of  any  portion  of  road  by  which  one  of  its  columns 
it  V  (2.)  If  so,  was  the  force  em-  was  moving  out  of  bounds,  and  con- 
ployed  sufficient  to  justify  the  at-  scquentlt  threw  it  on  the  alread}' 
tempt  V  (3.)  Was  it  handled  judi-  choked  line  of  the  other  brigade — 
ciously,  so  as  to  take  advantage  of  the  fact  being  that  the  umpire  was 
;ill  available  cover  in  moving  up  ?  wrong  and  the  division  leader  right. 
(4.)  When  the  decisive  moment  These  examples  show  the  ncces- 
came,  was  it  thrown  on  swiftly  and  sity  of  accurate  information,  sound 
with  sufficient  energy  ?  (».)  What  judgment,  and  extreme  care  on  the 
was  likely  to  be  the  effect  upon  it  part  of  officers  employed  on  this 
of  the  fire  to  which  it  was  exposed  ;  difficult  and  most  thankless  duty.* 
rffjtn'd  hcin'j  had  to  the  amount  or'  VI.  It  is  a  mooted  point  whether 
jhe  to  which  the  froo/hi  firing  on  it  the  ki  Chief  of  the  Staff "  system 
trrre  themsefcen  crftowtf  '?  This  last  should  be  employed  in  our  coming 
is   a   consideration    which    we   have  manoeuvres. 

seldom  seen  attended  to,  but  which        A    slight    attempt   was   made   to 

in  reality  is  usually  the  most  impor-  test  it   in   one  of  the  divisions  last 

tant    of    all.     Lastly   (fi.)    Did    the  autumn.       lint      though     the     able 

importance   of  the  advantage  to  be  officer   selected   was  the   very  best 

gained  justify  the  loss  certain  to  be  who   could  have   been    chosen,    yet 

incurred  ?  the  system  itself  had  not  a  fair  trial. 

We  have  heard  that  o,i  one. occa-  It    was    determined     on,    and     the 

*iion   an    umpire    of    rank    directed  change  to  it  made  when  the  division 

a   position    of    groat   strength,    and  had  actually  taken  the  field.     And 

which    could    have  been   held   with  so   little  was  the  first   principle   of 

ease   against   three   times  the  force  the   system   attended    to,    that    the 


<!>  There  is  sin  umpire  rule  which  ought  to  be  altered  before  another  year.  It  war- 
In* hi  that  a  railway  was  an  ImjuiasahU-  obstacle.  Consequently,  when  a* bridge  under 
urnviT  one  was  marked  as  blown  up,  no  troops  wen;  allowed  to  pass  until  the  two  or 
rnree  hours  required  to  repair  it  had  elapsed.  Thus  a  railway  was  worse  than  a  river, 
for  you  could  not  pontoon  it.  Now  the  truth  is  that  a  railway  is  usually  hardly  any 
o!»tarle  at  all.  If  a  bridge  on  one  is,  in  actual  war,  found  to  be  broken,  then  the 
infantry  and  cavalry  are,  sdinply  inarched  across  the  rails  at  the  nearest  convenient 
Miot—  and  so  with  the  artillery."  This  ought  to  be  the  rule,  and  no  more  time  should 
Mi*  given  than  that  required  to  move  each  arm  over  at  the  nearest  practicable  point. 
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Thief  of  the  tftaff  was  actually  also  take   their  instructions,  direct  from 

the  officer,  and  the  only  one,  of  the  the  general  in  command,  and  thco- 

Adjutant-t'cneral's    Department    in  rctically  arc  not  supposed  to  have 

it.     Now  the   very  essence   of  this  any  direct  correspondence  with  each 

system  is,  that  the   officer  so  cm-  other.     That  is,  the  general  is  to  be 

ployed  should  direct  the  labours  of  also  his  own  Chief  of  the  Staff,  and 

the  various  departments  under  him,  to  arrange  all  the  details  and  secure 

but  not  take  into  his  own  charge  the  the  necessary  unity  of  action  of  all 

details  of  any  of  them.  the  departments  himself. 

The   object   of    the   Chief  of  the  Such  a  system,   if  carried  out  to 

Staff    is   twofold.     (1.)    To    relievo  its   logical  consequences,  in  a  diffi- 

the  general  officers  in  command  of  cult  series  of  operations,  would  be 

all  attention  to  subordinate  details,  unworkable   by  any  but  an  exeep- 

( *2.)  To  secure  the  working  in  unison  tional  man. 

i if    all  the   different  branches   and  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  it 

departments   required  by  an   army  worked  well  on  a  small  scale  during 

in  the  field.  the  bite  manoeuvre. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Con-  To  this  we  reply  :     Yes,  it  did  so ; 

trol,  as  well  as  the  Adjutant  and  but  that  was  owing  to  the  men,  not 

< Quartermaster     General's      .Depart-  the  system, 

ments,  nn|st  be  placed  under  him.  The  officers   of   the   Control   De- 

I'nless  this  is  done  the  system  is  partment    were    admirably  chosen, 

of   no  use.     If  the    general  officer,  and  were  determined    to    make    it 

instead  of  having  his  mind  free  to  work.  Able,  energetic,  sensible,  they 

consider  the   large  movements   and  practically,  we  have  been  informed, 

plan  of  operations,  and  to  study  care-  threw   over   their   regulations,   cast 

fully  the  complicated  game  before  down  the  barrier  of  red-tape  which 

him,  is  to  be  plagued  with  the  end-  fenced  them   in,   and  took   counsel 

less  references  of  the  Controller  on  in  all  things  with  the  heads  of  the 

all   the   numerous  petty   points    in  Combatant   Staff.     They   were   met 

which  he  requires  information,  as  to  in   the   same    spirit ;    and  thus  all 

what  the  Quartermaster-* J cneral   is  matters  were  arranged  in  common, 

doing,   or  the    Adjutant-General  is  ami  worked  harmoniously  to  a  single 

thinking  about,  he  had  just  as  well  end.     Uut  this  was  due  to  the  men, 

have  no  Chief  of  the  Staff*  at  all.  and  not  to  the  measures.     Had  the 

It    is   to  weld    into  one  machine,  men   been   impracticable,  and  stood 

to  unite  in  one  movement,  the  vari-  on    the   letter   of   their  regulations, 

•  mis  departments,  that  a  Chief  of  the  the  result  would    have    been   very 

Staff  is    required.     He    should    ro-  different.     They,    in   fact,    by  good 

■  reive   the   general   instructions   and  sense,  adopted   voluntarily   towards 

plan   of  the   commander,  and  be  re-  one  another  that  system  which  the 

sponsible  for  its  communication  to,  Chief  of  the  Staff  is  designed  to  cn- 

and    executed  by.  the  army,  corps,  force  by  authority, 

►r  division,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  Hut  a  system  which  depends  for 

nil  its  parts.     If  he  has  not  power  to  its  proper  working,  not  on  the  regu- 

do  this  he  is  but  an  encumbrance,  lations   of    the  service,  but  on  the 

and  is  better  out  of  the  way.  tnct    and    good    feeling    of    those 

The  system  as  at  present  organised  employed  in  carrying  them  out,  is 

for  our  service  is,  that  the  adjutant-  essentially  bad.     It  is  based  on  an 

general,    quartermaster-general    and  unstable  equilibrium.     It  is  balanc- 

-•untroller  of   an  army  or  corps  all  ing  the  pyramid  on  its  apex. 
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And  wh«at  that  system  when  ein-  isation.     Let  us  never  forget  that  our 

ployed  in  actual  war,  and  opposed  to  present  system  is  exactly  the  French 

a  more  perfect  one,  will  lead  to,  we  one — that    which    led    to    Woerth, 

do  not  require  to  go   far   to   learn.  (Jravclotte,  and   Sedan — that  which 

We  have  only   to  look  back  to  the  has    been  weighed  in  the   balance 

experience  of  the  last  two  years.  and  found    wanting  ;   and    let  any 

The  Prussians  had  a  system  such  one  who  would  doubt  this  read  the 

as  that  which  we  have  described  as  invaluable    pamphlet    attributed    to 

the   "Chief   of   the   Staff   system."  the  late  Emperor  of  the  French,  or 

The  French  had  one  such  as  ice  now  any  of  the  numerous  French  accounts 

hare.     A    Combatant   Staff  and   an  of    the    opening    of    the    campaign 

Intendance    (corresponding    to    our  of  1870,   and   if    he   will   not  then 

Control),  co-equal  and  independent ;  be  convinced,  we  can  only  say  that 

no  local  decentralisation,  and  a  torn-  he  would  not   be  so  4i  though   one 

porary  divisional  and  brigade  organ-  rose  from  the  dead."  * 


*  "The  delays,"  says  the  cx-Empcror,  "which  occurred  arose,  in  a  great  measure, 
from  the  defects  of  oiir  military  organisation  as  it  has  existed  for  the  last  fifty  years, 
and  which  revealed  themselves  from  the  very  beginning.  Instead  of  having,  asis  the 
ease  with  Prussia,  army  corps  always  in  an  organised  state,  recruited  in  the  province 
itself,  and  possessing  on.  the  sjx>t  their  materiel  and  accessories  complete,  in  France  the 
troops  composing  an  army  are  disposed  over  the  whole  country,  whilst  %c  materiel  \> 
stored  in  different  cities,  in  crowded  magazines.  In  case  it  is  decided  to  form  an 
active  division  upon  any  given  pointof  the  frontier,  the  artillery  generally  comes  from 
j»oine  distant  place,  and  the  train  equipage;  and  ambulances  from  Paris  and  Verdun. 
Nearly  all  the  munitions  and  provisions  arc  brought  from  the  capital.  As  for  the 
soldiers  of  the  reserve,  they  rejoin  their  regiments  from  all  parts  of  France.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  railways  arc  insufficient  for  the  transportation  of  the  men. 
horses,  and  materiel ;  confusion  tales  place  everywhere.  .  .  .  It  was  the  same 
with  the  camping  tiutteru-l,  the  ambulance  waggons,  and  the  officers'  transportation. 
Instead  of  being  distributed  among  the  depots  in  the  centre  of  each  dc]xtrtmnit%  they 
were  all  stored  in  a  limited  number  of  military  warehouses.  1\>  these  defects  must  be. 
added  the  limit"!  jxncc.r  intrusted  to  the  generals  in  command  of  the  departments, 
and  to  the  military  commissariat.  The  inost  trifling  thing  required  a  ministerial 
authorisation.  This  administrative  routine  deprived  the  generals  of  the  activity  and 
foresight  which  may  sometimes  remedy  defective  organisation.  We  hasten  t<>  add, 
however,  that,  to  make  up  an  army,  less  account  must  be  taken  of  individual  intelli- 
gence than  of  substantial  organisation,  moved  by  simple  machinery,  and  capable  of 
trorking  regularly  in  time  of  war,  because  it  had  Iteen  habituated  to  work  regularly  in 
fim"  of  peaf:" 

See  to  the  same  effect '  La  Campagne  dc  1870,  par  un  Oflicier  de  VArnicV  du  IShin/ 
p.  10,  17;  and  'Sedan,  par  le  (iencral  WimpAe!!.' 
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What  is  become  of  political  philo-  to  he  expedient,  the  prescribed  mode 
sophy  in  England  ?  What  is  the  for  effecting  reform  was  loyally  ob- 
idea  which  Englishmen  have  framed  served.  Such  changes  were  numcr- 
of  the  Constitution  which  this  conn-  ous,  nay,  incessant :  for  the  history 
try  possesses — or,  if  that  is  disliked,  of  the  English  people  is  the  history 
which  it  ought  to  possess?  Still  of  incessant  advance,  of  perpetual 
more,  what  conception  do  men  form  adaptation  to  the  altering  cireum- 
of  the  respect  which  is  due  to  any  stances  of  the  nation.  Hut  the  great 
constitution,  even  if  it  were  the  best  point  to  be  noticed  is  the  general 
and  wisest  which  had  ever  dawned  faithfulness  with  which  Englishmen 
on  their  imaginations  V  These  are  adhered  to  the  framework  of  their 
questions  of  vast  importance.  In  political  government:  for  even  when 
former  times,  a  settled  notion  respect-  the  changes  wire  most  violent,  as  in 
ing  the  political  institutions  by  which  the  days  of  the  commonwealth  and 
they  were  governed  was  deeply  em-  the  Revolution,  the  law  received  no 
bedded  in  the  mind  of  the  people  of  upsetting  blow — the  outlines  of  the 
England.  Certain  principles  and  civil  government  were  preserved 
rules  wer#  associated  with  its  ex-  even  during  the  transitory  time  of 
istence  and  it-;  working.  Laws  em-  Cromwell.  The  general  result  of 
bodying  those  principles  ruled  for  this  long-continued  course!  of  public 
many  ages.  The  machinery  of  gov-  life  was  the  sinking  down  into  the 
eminent  rented  on  a  deep  and  solid  inmost  thought  of  the  people  of  a 
foundation  of  common  law,  usage,  certain  idea  of  the  government  of 
and  tradition.  The  nation,  as  the  England,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
years  flowed  onwards,  enjoyed  a  per-  country,  of  the  form  of  public  life 
petual  inheritance  of  a  mode  of  po-  under  which  every  man  was  born, 
litieal  life,  of  a  definite  system  of  and  which  he  with  rational,  if  vague 
collective  existence,  which  was  con-  instinct,  felt  he  had  to  live  as 
tinuous  in  thought  and  fact,  under  obviously  as  his  physical  cxist- 
every  variety  of  the  public  fortune,  ence.  Long  perpetuated  habit  ren- 
Englishmen  were  united  to  one  ano-  dered  the  political  portion  of  his  life 
thcr  by  the  recognition  of  common  as  natural  and  necessary  to  an  Eng- 
principles  of  government.  Other  lishman  as  were  the  social  and  mate- 
nations  were  administered  by  other  rial  under  the  actual  circumstances 
political    machinery,   each   after    its  of  the  world. 

own   fashion  :    the    English    people  This  respect  f<>r  the  Constitution 

also  had  a  method  of  their  own,  to  was   not   founded   on   any  belief  in 

which  they  submitted  as  the  est  ah-  divine  right  or  supernatural  origin  : 

lished  practice  whereby  the  public  \t<   foundation   was  nothing   deeper 

life  of  the  country  was  to   be  con-  than     actual     existence     and     long 

ducted.     It    was    thus    that    arose  usage ;   but   that  was  deep  enough, 

that  respect  for  law  which  has  dis-  In     England,    as     in     every     other 

tinguished    the   English  in  the   mo-  country  of  the  world,   governments 

dcrn,  a*  it  had  honoured  the  Roman  for  the  most  part  have   sprung  up 

nation    in    the   ancient,  world.     The  by    what   mav    be   here  called  acci- 

law,  as  it  was  laid  down,  was  rev-  dent,    by   the   circumstances  of  the 

crcnecd  and  submitted  to  :  and  if  a  dav,  bv  the  chance  forces  at  work  in 

change   in    its   commands  was  held  the  actual  civilisation  of  the  period. 
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They  have  not  been  the  creation  of  hopes,  the  usages,   the  sentiments, 

theory    and    deliberate  preference ;  and  the  general  cast  of  mind  of  the 

they    have    grown    up    as    natural  people  are  ignored  as  factors  of  the 

plants.      Usage  and  habit  have  then  problem. 

confirmed  them  :  human  life  ar-  It  is  easy  to  perceive  the  unhappy 
ranged  itself  in  the  grooves  thus  situation  of  France,  to  discern  its 
casually  provided  :  innumerable  re-  causes,  and  to  glorify  ourselves  on 
lations  to  tie  man  to  man  devel-  being  so  much  better  than  Frcnch- 
oped  themselves  as  the  history  of  men;  but  are  wo  really  free  from 
the  country  rolled  on ;  and  thus  what  the  same  disease  ?  Is  it  an  unknown 
is  called  a  constitution  became  per-  thing  in  the  England  of  this  day  to 
manently  established.  Such  is  the  proclaim  new  ideas  with  vehemence, 
course  of  events  which  political  in-  to  dwell  on  their  intrinsic  superior  - 
stitutions  have  pursued  historically,  ity  above  all  others,  and  to  demand 
No  doubt  new  elements  were  in-  with  loud-speaking  i passion  the  re- 
grafted  on  these  ancient  stocks  in  construction  of  the  national  life  of 
the  course  of  ages ;  but  most,  if  not  the  country,  without  deigning  to 
all,  except  where  violence  inter-  take  into  consideration  the  hopes 
vened,  were  gradual  developments  and  feelings  of  the  people,  or  the 
evolved  out  of  pre-existing  mate-  disturbance  which  the  reconstruction 
rials.  And  what  is  the  lesson  of  a  political  machine  must  ncces- 
which  these  facts  teach  ?  That  con-  sarily  create  ?  Alas !  [there  '  is  too 
stitutions  planned  upon  theory  are  much  ground  for  fearing  that  we 
unnatural,  inconsistent  with  the  law  have  not  escaped  tho  contagion  of 
of  the  development  of  human  life  tho  intellectual  malady  of  our  time, 
in  national  groups,  unstable,  and  of  It  is  widely  spread  in  England,  if 
precarious  vitality.  The  actual  con-  in  a  form  as  yet  not  so  virulent  as 
dition  of  France  signally  illustrates  the  French.  It 'may  easily  land 
this  lesson.  France  at  this  moment  our  country  in  the  same  disaster, 
is  a  republic  without  republicans —  if  haply  the  process  bo  somewhat 
that  is,  it  has  a  government  founded  slower.  The  construction  of  gov- 
on  idea,  on  theoretical  views,  on  crnment  upon  ideas  as  distinct  from 
notions  founded  on  the  fitness  of  repairs  applied  to  the  political  edifice 
things.  And  what  is  the  conse-  in  harmony  with  its  political  archi- 
quence  ?  France  is  in  no  sympathy  tecture,  is  the  occupation  at  this  hour 
with  her  political  institutions,  is  un-  of  many  English  minds,  and  corn- 
able  to  work  them,  is  wafted  to  mences  to  animate  practical  ef- 
and  fro  by  every  blast  of  hope  or  fort  How  many  are  there  now 
fear,  can  create  notlnng,  can  con-  agitating  for  a  reconstruction  of  the 
struct  no  abiding  frame  of  national  House  of  Lords — that  is,  for  the 
life  can  enact  no  permanent  or  re-  suppression  of  a  second  chamber — 
spected  laws  and  lies  helplessly  ex-  upon  the  theory  that  an  hereditary 
posed  to  every  kind  of  political  chamber  is  indefensible  in  the  ab- 
danger.  This  comes  from  such  stract?  It  never  occurs  to  these 
principles  as  that  a  republic  is  above  sapient  people  to  bestow  a  moment' fi 
universal  suffrage,  is  a  God-given  thought  on  the  actual  service,  in  the 
inspiration,  and  an  indestructible  management  of  the  public  life  of 
instinct  planted  in  the  inmost  depths  England,  which  the  hereditary  House 
of  human  nature  itself.  It  is  not  of  Lords  that  England  has  the  pre-emi- 
diflicult  for  passionate  enthusiasm  nent  good  fortune  to  possess,  has  ron- 
to  propound  the  idea :  to  realise  dered  in  tho  past  and  in  the  present 
it  in  fact  is  impossible,  when  the  How  many,  again,  are  preaching  the 
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dissolution  of  our  present  electoral  carried  into  practice  in  1848,  of 
machinery,  and  the  substitution  in  establishing  national  workshops 
its  place  of  equal  electoral  districts,  by  the  State  :  for  were  not  all 
without  deigning  to  examine  the  Frenchmen  children  of  the  State? 
real  working  of  that  system  which  and  was  it  not  the  clear  duty  of  the 
has  grown  up  insensibly  from  the  parent  to  provide  food  and  clothing 
days  of  Simon  de  Montfort*  An-  for  their  wants!  Tho  echo  of  the 
other  set  of  persons,  who  form  a  very  same  cry,'  of  the  same  doctrine,  is 
numerous  and  troublesome  body,  heard  in  this  country ;  for  Mr.  Fred- 
arc  exercising  great  political  pressure  eric  Harrison  denounces  capitalists 
to  transfer  legislation  from  the  com-  and  employers  of  labour.  He  desires 
mon  Parliament  of  the  nation  to  to  improve  thorn  off  the  face  of  the 
local  groups  of  ratepayers,  and  seek  earth.  He  summons  workmen  to 
to  place  the  details  of  private  life,  insist  on  T organisation  ilu  travail. 
the  liberty  to  guide  our  conduct  and  He  is  not  satisfied  with  the  immemo- 
s  apply  our  wants,  at  the  mercy  of  rial  world-spread  practice  that  those 
multitudes  of  small,  ignorant,  and  who  are  in  want  of  goods,  or  wish 
uneducated  local  assemblies.  And  to  bo  the  manufacturers  of  them, 
they  do  this  upon  theory,  in  the  should  employ  on  wages  those  who 
name  of  moral  philosophy,  under  a  have  hands  and  skill  to  make  them, 
conception  of  scientific  politics,  and  A  loftier  theory  must  bo  thought 
of  its  right  and  duty  to  prescribe  tho  out  and  enforced.  The  working 
details  of  morality  to  every  citizen,  classes  and  their  employers  must 
They  seek  to  diminish  drunkenness  live  by  rule,  must  have  their  rela- 
— a  most  laudable  object ;  but  in  tions  planned  out  by  a  grand  com- 
their  eagerness  to  obtain  their  end  mcrcial  philosophy.  The  hated 
they  think  of  nothing  else,  and  will  masters  must  disappear,  and  the 
not  condescend  for  one  instant  to  wealth  necessary  for  the  existence 
reflect  whether  the  duty  of  sobriety  and  comfort  of  man  must  be  creat- 
is  not  an  individual  concern,  and  cd  by  an  organised  brotherhood  of 
whether  tho  precedent  set  up  on  the  fellow -men.  Society  must  be  re- 
ground  of  a  good  end  may  not  cstab-  constructed  to  its  very  core.  All 
lish  tyranny  hereafter  in  matters  of  that  men  have  lived  by  in  the  past, 
far  deeper  importance.  They  take  the  arrangements  under  which  they 
their  stand  on  a  grand  doctrine,  have  worked  and  satisfied  their 
They  inveigh  against  the  pernicious  wants  from  tho  earliest  beginnings 
influence  of  Bentham  ;  and,  under  of  the  human  race,  must  be  thrown 
cover  of  a  name  unpopular  with  aside  as  worn-out  rubbish.  Novus 
many,  they  proclaim  the  theory  of  sa>clornm  nnsntur  ordo.  The  men 
State  interference,  of  paternal  gov-  who  have  nothing  but  their  labour 
crament,  of  tho  control  of  every  to  sustain  life  with  are  to  be  raised  to 
action  of  human  life,  so  elaborately  a  position  they  never  dreamt  of  :  a 
expounded  by  Plato.  social  philosophy,  which  is  the  last 
The  track  of  this  insiduous  pes-  and  capping  invention  of  this  en- 
tilence  can  be  discerned  in  other  lightened  age,  has  devised  new  rela- 
directions.  Now  doctrines  rear  their  tions  between  human  beings  which 
heads  in  the  demand  for  the  regula-  are  to  transform  life  into  a  some- 
tion  of  tho  hours  of  labour  by  the  thing  never  as  yet  even  conceived 
State.  In  France  and  in  other  parts  by  the  imagination.  There  is  to  be 
of  the  Continent  more  advanced  no  such  thing  as  country  :  patriot- 
progress  has  been  made.  The  duty  ism  is  to  bo  expelled  as  narrow  self- 
was  stoutly  urged,  and  was  partially  ishncss  :    a  man  is  not  to  love  his 
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fellow-countrymen ;  he  is  to  rise  to  to  dissect  his  gains  under  the  eyes 
something  infinitely  higher.  He  is  of  jealous  representatives  of  the 
to  become  a  cosmopolitan  being  :  he  people :  he  is  to  compute  how  much 
is  to  grasp  into  his  affection  the  of  his  profits  are  due  to  the  growth 
whole  world,  the  entire  race  of  man-  of  the  population,  and  he  is  to  hand 
kind :  and  as  astronomy  advances  in  over  to  the  Exchequer  gains  of 
its  discoveries,  he  will  soar  to  the  which  he  has  been  hitherto  the  pur- 
heavens,  and  embrace  the  inhabitants  loiner.  When  his  great  reckoning 
of  the  moon  with  his  affectionate  has  been  accomplished,  what  is  now 
arms.  All  these  marvellous  trans-  only  held  up  as  doctrine,  will  be 
formations  are  to  be  accomplished  brought  to  pass  as  fact ;  and  every 
by  theory,  by  philosophical  doctrine,  one  invested  with  the  dignity  of 
by  the  light  of  new  intuitions,  by  manhood  will  bo  installed  in  the 
the  revelations  of  the  modern  in-  name  of  theory  as  a  peasant  propri- 
tellect  ctor.  Here  satisfaction  will  be  done 
But,  in  this  country  at  least,  the  to  the  peremptory  doctrine  that  the 
one  department  of  society  which  has  possession  of  land  is  subject  to  the 
been  invaded  in  force  by  theory  is  condition  that  the  utmost  advantage 
land.  Here  the  modern  genius  shall  bo  derived  from  its  culture; 
loves  to  undo  and  to  rebuild ;  here  for  will  not  these  untiring  sons 
it  delights,  out  of  the  depths  of  its  of  toil  extract  harvests  from  the 
inner  consciousness,  to  dig  up  doc-  soil  before  which  the  products 
trines  of  unrivalled  compass  and  achieved  by  the  skill,  the  capital 
power.  Land,  it  cries,  never  can  and  the  energy  of  the  once  famous 
belong  to  any  other  owner  than  the  tenant-farmers  of  England  and  Scot- 
State  :  it  can  never  pass  into  private  land,  will  hide  their  diminished 
property  :  it  is  by  its  own  nature  heads  ?  And  as  to  bequests,  settle- 
inalicnablc — as  incapable  of  being  ments,  entails,  primogeniture,  they 
transferred  to  any  other  than  the  arc  to  be  swept  away  at  one  fell 
State,  as  a  man's  eyes  or  arms  stroke,  and  then  we  shall  see  what 
can  be  made  over  to  another,  sort  of  a  life  high  doctrine  will  pro- 
Evcry  landowner  is  a  usurper,  cure  for  us.  It  is  true  that  land 
whether  by  inheritance  or  his  own  sells  freely  as  it  is ;  that  few  coun- 
personal  misdoing.  To  dispossess  tries,  if  any,  in  history,  have  ever 
them  is  the  most  imperative  duty  exhibited  such  efficient  culture  as 
incumbent  on  statesmen.  It  is  the  the  British  nation ;  that  the  in- 
darling  hope  of  these  discoverers  to  stances  of  estates  inadequately  de- 
implant  this  feeling  deeply  in  that  veloped,  from  the  unwillingness  of 
mind,  whose  receptivity  of  new  ideas  life-tenants  to  improve,  are  infinite- 
was  never  equalled,  the  mind  of  ly  trifling  when  compared  with  the 
Mr.  Gladstone.  Every  man  in  the  general  agriculture  of  the  kingdom : 
kingdom  has  the  right  conferred  on  but  then  we  must  think  how  huge 
him  by  the  charter  of  his  existence  will  be  the  satisfaction  of  standing 
to  feel  that  he  is  an  owner  of  a  por-  on  pure  theory,  and  of  the  absence 
tion  of  this  island  :  and  the  will  of  of  that  pain  which  every  intellectual 
the  sovereign  people  must  give  a  man  of  the  nineteenth  century  must 
substantial  realisation  to  this  feeling,  feel  when  he  sees  practice  jarring  so 
A  beginning  is  to  be  made  forth-  disagreeably  with  philosophy, 
with  by  calling  on  every  landowner  One  region  still  remains  in  which 
in  the  nation  to  give  an  account  of  theory  is  rampant  with  the  most 
those  profits  which  neither  his  toil  uncontrolled  freedom.  A  large  and 
nor  his  capital  have  raised.     He  is  compact  body  of  enthusiastic  men. 
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in  what  was  once  considered  to  be  back  upon  themselves.  Thoy  were 
dry,  sober,  iinspeculativo  England,  not  prepared  to  find  that  the  vital- 
have  conceived  what,  for  its  extra-  ity  and  energy  of  the  member*  of 
vagancc  and  the  vehemence  with  that  Church  has  extracted  from  tho 
which  it  is  propounded,  merits  the  education  law  tho  means  for  vastly  - 
distinction  of  being  classed  as  the  increased  action  on  the  people ;  and 
antipodes  of  communism.  Com-  then,  under  the  agony  of  these  irri- 
munism  would  place  every  man  and  tilted  feelings,  they  lift  up  their 
woman  in  the  nation  under  tho  feet  voices  with  the  fierce  utterance  of 
of  the  State — that  is,  at  the  mercy  a  political  theory,  which,  if  logically 
and  under  tho  dictation  of  the  few  carried  out,  would  reduce  tho  nation 
who  held  the  reins  of   power :  the  to  anarchy. 

thcoVy  of  the  Nonconformists  of  Such  is  the  tendencv  of  the  mo- 
England  attributes  the  right  to  dern  world  :  it  flics  to  theory  when- 
every  member  of  tho  community  to  ever  it  has  an  object  to  attain.  It 
forbid  every  law  and  every  institu-  matters  not  how  vast,  how  novel, 
tion  which  may  not  be  agreeable  to  how  unlimited,  how  baseless  the  doc- 
his  taste.  The  first  theory  absorbs  trine  may  bo,  it  is  instinctively  felt 
every  human  being  into  the  State,  that  ideas  are  tho  all-powerful  lever- 
destroys  his  liberty,  challenges  his  age  for  the  destruction  of  anything 
very  right  to  exist,  and  subjects  which  exists,  and  which  it  is  sought 
every  hour  of  his  life  to  the  regula-  to  destroy.  A  general  principle  is 
tion  of  a  central  tyrannical  power,  brought  to  bear  upon  it;  its  autho- 
The  second,  the  doctrine  under  rity  is  pronounced  to  be  undeniable  ; 
whose  cover  the  Dissenters  advance  the  pure  reason  proclaims  it,  and  the 
"to  the  enforcement  of  secular  eduea-  inheritance  of  the  past  must  bow  and 
tion,  refuses  to  the  State  all  will,  all  pass  away.  Investigation  and  dis- 
control  and  care,  all  power  of  con-  cussion  arc  scorned  as  unn ceded  and 
structing  a  single  arrangement  for  out  of  place  ;  for  docs  not  the  truth 
carrying  into  practice  a  single  na-  shine  on  the  universal  understand- 
tional  desire.  Uur  lot  is  cast  upon  ing  by  its  own  light?  Hut  it  is  not 
strange  times,  when  every  news-  only  as  battering  artillery  that  ideas 
paper  daily  summons  us  to  face  are- employed;  they  are  still  more 
such  tremendous  theories.  The  widelv  used  as  instruments  for  tho 
modern  doctrine  of  religious  equal-  gratification  of  passion.  Kvcry  one 
ity,  as  conceived  at  the  present  day  who  has  an  object  to  gain,  a  hatred 
by  the  Nonconformists,  contains  a  or  a  cupidity  to  satisfy  ;  every  man 
whole  system  of  political  philosophy,  who  has  conceived  some  darling 
They  seem  to  be  profoundly  uncoil-  vision  of  a  political  future  in  which 
scions  of  the  revolution  in  political  the  human  race  shall  obtain  uncon- 
theory  which  their  demand  implies,  ceived  bliss  by  submitting  with 
They  arc  jealous  of  the  Church  of  blind  obedience  to  his  oracular  ut- 
K upland  ;  they  resent  the  hold  which  terances,  at  once  formulates  an  idea, 
it  has  upon  the  nation,  not  because  expands  it  out.  into  a  principle,  pro- 
it  teaches  error,  but  because  it  is  an  claims  it  in  speeches  and  newspapers, 
institution  tr>  which  they  do  not  and  calls  upon  society  to  transform 
choose  to  belong.  They  thought  itself  into  harmony  with  its  inspi- 
that  they  had  inflicted  a  mortal  ration.  The  manufactory  of  these 
stab  on  it  two  ve.irs  ago,  and  thev  ideas  is  carried  on  with  no  small 
arc  astounded  and  dismayed  to  see  cunning.  The  idea  selected  for 
that,  boomerang-like,  the  weapon  command  is  invariably  the  contra- 
they  hurled  at  another  has  returned  dictory  of  some  practical  grievance 
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in    the   thing   whose   destruction   is  man  race  to  oscillate  for  ever  between 
desired!     It  is  a  skilful   application  political  extremes,  to  try  one  thing, 
of  the  mighty  art  of   fallacy.     No  and   thpn   its   contrary  'r     And   will 
living  thing,  no  man  or  institution,  not  thus   the  greatest  happiness  of 
is  free  from  flaw  :  some  defect  dis-  the    greatest   number    be   realised  ? 
closes  itself  in  every  construction  of  And   when    the    fulfilment    of    the 
mankind  :  the  revolutionist  pounces  grand  law  falls  in  exactly  with  one's 
forthwith  on  the  weak  place,  builds  desires,    and    brings   one   from    the 
a    theory    which     shall     cause    the  bottom  to  the  top  of  society,  is  not 
particular    evil     to    disappear,    and  the  process  perfectly  delightful ) 
then   gets   the   world — for   scant  is  Each   revolving  age   has   its  own 
the  intelligence  of   the   multitude —  special  evils:   for  out  of  every *posi- 
io  believe  that  some  wonderful  prin-  tion  of  hiunan  affairs  the  imperfec- 
ciplc    has    been    discovered,    which  tion  of  man's  nature  is  sure  to  evolve 
will  cause  not  only  this  special  blot  its  own  inevitable  products ;  and  it 
in  actual  institutions,  but  ail  sorrow  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  those  that 
and  misery,  to  vanish.     Thus,  some  afflict    our    contemporaries.     Politi- 
masters  at  times  will  be  oppressive  cal  philosophy  has  sunk   to  a   fear- 
to  their  people :  down  with  masters,  fully  low  ebb   in    England,   and   in 
and  every  one  his  own  master.     A  its  place  we  encounter  the  domina- 
Legislative  Chamber,  or  even  a  House  tion  of  ideas.     The  greatest  of  all 
of    Commons    may   occasionally  go  political   truths,  that  each  group  of 
wTong:    the  universal  Republic  will  human   beings  called  a  nation   his- 
be     the    remedy,    with     dictatorial  torically  tikes  up  some  definite  form 
power  concentrated   in  the  selected  of  association  and  government,  and 
and   intelligent   lew.     A    Dissenting  that  its  future  must  be  the  expan- 
ininister    finds    he   docs   not   count  sion  in  one   shape   or  other   of  the 
in  society  for  as  much  as  the  edu-  original  construction,  is  rapidly  dis- 
rated  Churchman:    away   with   the  appearing;  and  with  the  loss  of  the 
Church,    and   then   all   will    be   es-  historical  and  critical  basis,  theories 
teemed  alike.     Wages  will  at  times  are  but  chance-work,  and   unsettfc- 
sink   below  the   point   where   every  ment  the  inevitable  result.     Progress 
humane  man  would   wish   them   to  by    ideas — that    is,    by    theoretical 
stand :  let  wages  be  an  abomination,  assumptions — is   a    process    in    the 
and   let  every  man,  however  penni-  highest  degree  precarious.     The  great 
less,  be  a  partner.     Parliament  may  people  whose   noble   inheritance   of 
at  moments  be  less  sensitive  to  the  liberty,    wealth,    power,    and    moral 
feelings    of    brother    men    than    it  worth   has   been    transmitted   to  us 
ought  to  be :  universal  suffrage-  will  as  the  instrument  of  our  own  hap- 
tcach  it  the  rights  of  humanity,  only  piness  and  a   trust   for  all   coming 
agricultural  labourers  must  have  no  generations,    built    up   the    glorious 
vote,  because  they  might  not  share  edifice   by  the  successive   efforts  of 
the  ideas  of   the  towns.     An  indis-  a   long   series   of  years.      No   finer 
erect   schoolmaster   may  have   been  specimen   of    development    can    be 
caught  out  in  attempts  to  proselytise  :  pointed  to   in   any  science,  whether 
let    no    schoolmaster    henceforward  moral  or  scientific,  than  the  English 
have  anything   to   do  with  religion.  Constitution  :    and   it   will    be   woe 
The  rule  of  contraries  constitutes  the  for  us  if  ever  we  forsake  the  path 
whole  stock  of   these  philosophers  :  on  which  such  magnificent  triumphs 
take   the  opposite   of   the  bad   you  have    been    won.      The    unvarying 
find,   it   must  be    the   good.     Is   it  course  pursued,  till  these  latter  days 
not  clearly  the  destiny  of  the  hu-  of    theory,   has    been    the  working 
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on   fixed   lines,  the  development  of  fication  and  rearrangement,  upon  a 

pre-existing  elements,  the  correction  preservation   of    the    general    type, 

of    evils    disclosed    by    experience,  upon  the  conservation  of  a  genuine 

the   constant    search    for  a    higher  attinity   between    institutions  scpar- 

hannony,     by    the     elimination    of  ated  from  each  other  by  centuries, 

what   was   discordant,    and   the   ac-  Hence     the     Knglish    people    have 

(jiiiring    a  wider    and    stronger    in-  at     all     times     been     conservative 

Hucnce     for    what    was     excellent,  and     progressive ;      altering     what 

There  was  one  master-idea  in  this  needed  amendment,  whether  slowly 

process,  as  profoundly  political  as  it  or    promptly,    remedying    practical 

was    philosophical,  —  the    principle  defects,    but    never    suppressing    a 

that  it  is  denied   to   human  nature  king  because  a   republic   is  a  finer 

to  found  an  absolutely  new  society  ideal    than     monarchy,    nor    extin- 

upon     doctrine — that     neither     the  guishing  Parliament  because  it  occa- 

intclligence  to  frame  such  an  ideal  sionally  fell  into  folly.     Thus   they 

structure,  nor  the   practical   ability  reared  a  great  nation,  which  marked 

to  work   it  out,  has   been   granted,  its  course  through  time  by  great  deeds; 

either  to  a  selected   few  or   to   the  which  has  secured  an  amount  of  abid- 

masscs  of  mankind.     And  if  this  is  ing  liberty  which  no  other  country 

the  fundamental  law  of  human  ex-  has  accomplished  ;  which  exhibits  a 

istence   as   carried    out   in   nations,  history  full  of  noble  examples,  and 

there   can   be   no   greater  folly,    no  has  secured  a  degree   of   happiness 

practice    more    radically   unphiloso-  which  theory  may  promise  to   out- 

phical,  no  course  of  action  more  sure  do,    but   which  no   other  nation   or 

to   land  men  in  error  and   disaster,  form  of    government    has   actually 

than  to  dig  up  out  of  the  depths  of  surpassed. 

the    reason    some    general    formula  But  do  not  evils  abound  on  every 

which    shall   reconstruct   associated  side  V     we    shall     be    triumphantly 

life,  the  only  possible   life  of   man,  asked.     Is  there  not  much  not  only 

from  its   foundations.     The  English  to  be  improved,  but  positively  to  be 

people — the   great   Knglish  people —  got  rid  of ':     Does  not  the  fact  tliat 

during   continuous   ages,  have   pro-  certain  forms  of  mischief  cannot  be 

foundly  known  and  reverenced  this  rooted  out    of   the  British  Constitu- 

ccntral  truth.     They  have  worked  all  tion    furnish   a   strong   presumption 

along  on  a  Constitution  whose  ideal  in  favour  of  trying  something  radi- 

was  really,  if  dimly,  present  to  their  cally  new  >     Assuredly  not,   is  our 

imagination;  which  furnished  them  reply:  we  deny  the  presumption  rc- 

with  political  doctrine,  with  rights,  solutely.     Before,  the  new  structure 

with  methods  of  action  and  progress,  is  commenced,  a  new   principle   for 

but  always  with  a  well-marked  contin-  its  justification  must  be  produced; 

uity  of  development.     Not  that  any  and    we   say  that  the  naked  cxist- 

single  element  of  that  Constitution  encc    of    evils    constitutes  no   such 

was  unalterably  fixed,  and  perpetu-  principle.     We  aih'rm  that  mankind 

ally  held  to  be  incapable  of  change,  has  never  marched  along  this  road, 

The  monarchy  of  Edward  is  not  the  and    for  the  precise  reason  that   it 

monarchy    of    Henry   VIII.    nor   of  cannot:    nations   cannot   be   moved 

Henry    II. ;  nor    is    the    House   of  out  of  one  general  constitution  into 

Commons  of  our  time  the  identical  another,  as  men  change  their  houses. 

House  of  Commons  of  Elizabeth  or  Men  of  ideas  can  foist  a  new  princi- 

Charles    I.      Change    there    always  pie  into  a  constitution  ;   but  it  will 

has  been,   and  is  still ;  but  then  it  be  a  new  piece  in  an  old  garment : 

i<  change  upon  system,  upon  remodi-  it   will    not   work    harmoniously  ;  it 
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opens  up  a  downhill  road  to  chaos.  And  let  our  regenerators  take  a 
But  still,  the  new  prophets  will  warning,  if  they  are  ever  capable  of 
urge,  nations,  like  individuals,  can  learning  a  lesson.  If  there  is  a 
bo  gradually  transformed  by  long-  principle  which  seems  more  utterly 
continued  training :  insert  one  new  exploded  than  another,  more  entire- 
principle  at  a  time,  and  in  the  ly  buried  with  the  past,  an  ancient 
course  of  years  a  new  political  relic  only  capable  of  exciting  curi- 
specics  will  be  created.  That  is  osity  by  its  strangeness,  it  is  the 
possible,  no  doubt ;  though  even  principle  of  the  divine  right  of 
then  the  inserted  piece  must  bear  kings,  of  the  gift  by  the  Croator  of 
some  fitting  relation  to  the  -old  edi-  the  world  of  certain  nations  to 
fice,  if  it  is  not  to  destroy  its  equili-  specific  families.  None  is  more 
brium,  and  bring  it  down  to  ruins,  fitted  to  provoke  the  supreme  con- 
But  if  such  a  process  may  be  prac-  tempt  of  modern  intellectuals  ;  yet 
tised  under  other  circumstances,  it  that  very  principle  is  slowly  gather- 
will  not  suit  our  age.  The  thinkers  ing  strength  in  Franco,  and  may  at 
and  philosophers  of  our  day  are  not  some  not  distant  day  dominate  the 
distinguished  by  patience.  Pro-  French  nation.  And  to  what  cause 
posal  rapidly  follows  proposal ;  would  such  a  marvellous  going  back 
theory  is  accumulated  on  theory  ;  to  the  past,  should  it  occur,  bo  due  ? 
all  thought  of  making  the  new  fit  To  the  anarchy  generated  by  ideas, 
in  with  the  old  is  lost,  and  what  general  formulas,  intuitions,  and 
the  final  result  is,  let  the  France  of  other  contrivances,  by  which  con- 
to-day  tell.  There  theory  is  ram-  ceit  and  shallowness,  however  acute, 
pant  all  round  ;  every  man  has  a  seek  to  obtain  the  mastery  over  man- 
doctrine — a  principle — a  system  of  kind.  Human  nature  will  avenge 
government  which  he  proclaims  un-  itself  at  last,  even  on  the  clever 
der  the  authority  of  infallibility,  fellows ;  but  how  terrible  is  the 
The  pure  reason  cannot  err,  and  the  havoc  which  may  be  committed 
light  which  shines  within  each  man  meanwhile ! 

is  the  pure  reason  itself.     And  what  The   contempt   for   experience   in 

is    the   dernier    mot,    the    ultimate  political   philosophy  can   never   but 

issue  of  the  splendour  of  speculative  be   disastrous.      The    perception   of 

truth  ?     Impotence — dire  and  pros-  new  truth  is  as  vital  in  politics  as 

trate    helplessness — incapability   of  it   is   in  every  other  department  of 

devising  a  single  instrument  of  gov-  human  life  ;  but  the  vital  matter  is 

ernment  which  will  work — the  ref-  the   process   by  which  it   is  sought 

uge  of  the  destitute,  the  provisional,  to    make    its    discovery.       Political 

And  this  fearful  anarchy  is  not  an  ac-  philosophy  is   bound   by  the   same 

ci dental  product,  a  chance  visitation  rules  of  investigation  as  science.     It 

sent  from  some  angry  god ;  it  is  a  is  as  rational  to  propound  a  politi- 

necessary  and  logical  consequence  of  cal  law  a  priori  as  it  would  bo  in 

the  multitude  of  ideas,  of  the  loss  of  chemistry   or    biology.      There    are 

practical  experience,  of  the  absence  no  necessary  truths  of  the   reason 

of  political  judgment  and  the  aptitude  which  prescribe  the  rules  by  which 

for     accomplishing    political     ends,  society  must  be  led.     The  rights  of 

which   it    generates.      The    ship   of  man   are  contained   in   no  illumina- 

thc    State   has    broken   away  from  tion  of  a  clever  intellect,  nor  in  any 

its  moorings,  or   rather   it  has  lost  divine   charter  written  out  for   the 

them,  for   they   have   rotted   away,  human  race.     No  form   of  govern- 

and   it  lies   a   heavy    hulk   on   the  ment    is    made    universal    by    any 

waters,    the    sport  of   every  wind,  authority,   no  one  identical    life  is 
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possible  for  diverse  countries,  no  furnishes  at  the  present  moment  the 
single  right,  not  even  the  rights  of  strongest  instance.  Itisoftcndiscuss- 
libcrty  and  of  life  is  commanded  to  ed  on  its  religious  side;  hut  justice 
any  nation.  Ideas  propounded  as  has  not  been  done  to  it  as  an  outbreak 
rights  are  merely  notions  of  expedi-  of  political  philosophy.  Tt  requires 
ency,  nothing  more  ;  and  every  such  to  he  judged  in  respect  of  the  view 
idea  is  subject  to  the  inevitable  test  it  takes  of  the  combination  of  men 
of  experience.  The  study  of  experi-  into  nations.  Its  principle  is,  that 
once  is  prolific  of  solid  improve-  the  State  is  not  authorized  to  do  any  - 
ment :  theory  raised  out  of  tirst  thine  which  each  citizen  inav  choose 
principles  is  barren,  and  for  the  most  to  regard  as  offensive;  and  thus  it 
part  purely  mischievous.  True  poli-  places  the  action  of  a  people  at  the 
tical  growth  is  the  expansion  of  the  mercy  of  Die  crochets  of  each  indi- 
constitution,  or,  at  any  rate,  of  the  vidua]  man.  As  the  demand  is  for- 
general  state  of  a  people;  it  is  the  mulated  by  the  Manchester  Non- 
elimination  of  ascertained  error,  the  conformists,  every  tax  is  ipm  facto 
correction  of  detected  evil,  the  en-  illegitimate  and  a  personal  wrong. 
dowing  the.  good  perceived  with  which  is  levied  for  religious  objects  of 
-.vidcr  and  stronger  influence ;  and,  which  the  payer  does  not  approve, 
we  add  it  cheerfully,  the  infusion  of  We  can  conceive  consciences  which 
a  new  element  when  it  is  shown  to  l>elievc  that  the  teaching  of  the 
be  in  harmony  with  what  already  Church  of  England  entails  the  per- 
exists.  It  inav  be,  nav,  it  is  sure  dition  of  the  soul  in  the  world  to 
to  happen,  that  as  the  national  life  come  being  so  distressed  by  the  offcetn 
rolls  along,  a  new  portion  of  the  which  the  application  of  their  money 
people acquire  substantial  power,  and  will  produce,  as  to  refuse  to  pay  at 
will  assert  itself  in  the  remodelling  all  hazards.  Such  a  position  would 
i«f  the  machinery  of  government  ;  have  a  certain  naturalness  when 
but  this  is  a  process  essentially  taken  up  by  lioman  Catholics  ;  for 
different  in  kind  from  the  propuga-  with  many  of  them  Protectant! sin  i< 
f  ion  of  general  formulas  framed  upon  the  broad  road  to  certain  ruin  for 
doctrine  and  theory.  The  one  is  ever.  Ihit  it  is  not  the  Roman 
natural  growth ;  the  other  is  little  Catholics  who  raise  the  outcry 
better,  except  for  the  harm  it  does,  against  the  shock  done  to  their  fcel- 
than  the  flickerings  of  a  Will-o'-thc-  ings  by  applying  their  monies  to 
wisp.  rate-assisted  schools  :  it  is  lVotest- 
Theory  is  advancing  upon  us  in  ant  Dissenters,  most  of  them  ortho- 
Kuglnnd  by  two  opposite  roads.  It  dox,  who  met  at  Manchester;  and 
preaches  in  one  quarter  individual-  they  have  never  pleaded  any  an- 
:  -m  ;  in  the  other  it  strenuously  guish  or  alarm  at  the  eternal  con- 
calls  for  enlaiged  interference  of  sequences  of  the  Church  of  Kng- 
the  State.  We  are  threatened  land's  teaching.  Neither  have  thev 
with  such  an  attribution  of  per-  ventured  to  declare  that  education 
.sonal  rights  to  every  man,  as  is  ruined  by  religion — that  the  reli- 
would  destroy  the  very  essence  pious  lessons  of  the  rate-paid  school- 
nf  national  association  ;  and  at  the  master  spoil  the  secular  learning. 
.-anie  time  we  are  summoned  to  and  strip  it  of  its  value  in  giving 
Mihmit  the  control  of  our  private  a  brighter  future  to  the  youthful 
life  to  the  minute  regulation  of  tin*  scholar.  They  have  urged  neither 
State.  Of  the  former  kind  of  anar-  the  damnable  character  of  the 
chical  arrogation  of  personal  rights.  Church's  doctrines,  nor  the  destrue- 
the   demand    for   secular   education  t ion  of  useful  learning  by  its  inter- 
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mixture  with  the  first  simple  prin-  the  persecution  of  dissentients  :  they 
ciplcs  of   Christian  belief.     That  is  stood  simply  on  the  ground  of  con- 
not  their  grievance :    had  it  been,  science,   and    deliberately   preferred 
the  feeling  would  have  been  respect-  to  abandon    their    citizenship,    and 
able,    even   though   pushed    beyond  life  itself,  rather  than  disown  their 
the  strict  limits  of  political  philoso-  own  convictions, 
phy.     The  indignation  of  the  Non-        The   sense   now   attached    to   the 
conformists   has   a   totally  different  phrase,   religious  equality,   covers  a 
source.     It    is   rooted   in   jealousy;  different    principle    under    the    un- 
and  then  can  we  wonder  at  the  bit-  changed  words.      It  is  advanced  as 
terness  of  the  resentment  and  the  the   authority  for   two   distinct  dc- 
loudness  of  the  wrath  V    The  Church  mands  :    first,   that  the   State   shall 
is  established  by  the  State  and  they  adopt  no  religious  machinery  what- 
are  not :   the  principle  of   religious  ever  ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  money 
equality,   they   exclaim,    is   violated  of  the  taxpayer  shall  not  be  applied 
by  the   difference   of   the   positions  to  a  single  religious  object  of  which 
held  by  the  clergyman  and  the  Dis-  he    disapproves.     Both  claims  rear 
senting     minister.       The     religious  themselves    on    the    primary    prin- 
equality   which    achieved    so    well-  ciple   that  an   individual  citizen,  or 
earned  a  triumph  in  the  past  history  in  any  case  a  minority,  possess,  by 
of  England  stood  upon  very  differ-  the   gift   of    the   Creator,   an    inde- 
ent  ground,  or  rather  was  essentially  feasible  right  of  veto  on  the  action 
of  a  very  different  nature.     It  was  of  the  State.      This  is  a  pretension 
afc  politically  statesmanlike  as  it  was  full  of  thoroughly  unsound  political 
religiously   noble.      It    claimed   for  philosophy  :    nay,  it  implies  a  pro- 
every  citizen    the  right  to  worship  found    ignorance    of    it    altogether, 
according  to  his  belief — subject  only  "Where  in  the  world  have  the  Non- 
to    the  single    limitation    that   this  conformists  found   this   astonishing 
belief  shall  not  command  and  prac-  claim  ?     What  great  writer  on   the 
tisc  acknowledged  immorality.     The  theory  of  government,  what  states- 
political  basis  of  this  claim  was  ex-  man  engaged  in  the  government  of 
cellent.     It  alleged  that  no  political  nations,  what  analyst  of  the  elements 
end  called  for  persecution,   for  the  of  human  society,  ever  established 
infringement  of  the  citizen's  liberty  :  such  a  doctrine  ?     In  what  charter 
and  that  consequently  the  exercise  was  such  a  power  of  veto  written, 
of  the  power  of  the  majority  to  in-  such  a  right  to  dictate  to  the  legis- 
terfero  with    religious   opinion   and  laturc  of  any  people,  be  it  despot  or 
worship,  being  justified  by  no  ade-  republic,  how  far  it  shall  make  laws 
quate  object,  was  an  act  of  unsound  and   no   farther  ?     One  would   sup- 
public  policy,  and  virtually  involved  pose  that  a  nation  was  formed  by  a 
tyranny.     Martyrs  died  rather  than  number   of    men    meeting   together 
sacriiice    their    opinions    and    their  and    contracting   with    one  another 
integrity  :      and     gradually     public  to  make  a  people,   upon   covenants 
opinion     became     enlightened,    and  mutually   binding :    as    if   the   first 
perceived    that   no    interest   of    the  whiff   of     force    would    not    brush 
State  required  interference  with  per-  them    away  as    cobwebs.      But  we 
>onal    belief.      But    the    men    who  repudiate   force,    the   prohibitionists 
perished  at  the  stake  did  not,  like  might  reply ;   it  is  barbarous,  igno- 
modern  Nonconformists,  invoke  re-  rant,    and    violent :     we    stand    on 
ligious  equality  ;  they  did  not  dial-  reason,    on    good    sense,    and   plain 
lenge    the    right    of    the    State    to  obvious   truth.      By  all  means,   we 
favour  one  set  of  opinions,  even  to  answer :  all  men  wish  to  have  truth 
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on  their  side :  even  Nero  probably  him  to  death.  The  Nonconformists 
believed  that  lie  was  emperor  for  may  possess  all  the  light  which  is 
the  good  of  the  people.  But  this  is  to  illuminate  the  civilisation  of  the 
not  political  philosophy ;  for  every  future ;  hut  till  the  public  opinion 
one  holds  that  his  truth  is  the  true  of  England  recognises  their  inspira- 
truth ;  that  his  opinion  is  pure  rca-  tion,  it  is  idle  for  them  to  claim  the 
son,  and  his  claim  undeniable  jus-  right  of  saying  to  the  people  of 
tice.  No  nation  could  hold  together  England  that  they  arc  forbidden  by 
on  the  principle  of  every  one  being  the  Dissenting  mind  to  have  an 
right ;  every  one  having  his  own  way,  Established  Church,  although  they 
and  telling  the  rest  of  his  fellow-  may  think  it  a  beneficial  institution 
countrymen  that  they  shan't  have  for  the  country, 
theirs.  Such  a  method  would  be  But  the  Nonconformists  may  Ktill 
not  to  live  together  as  a  people,  but  rejoin  that  their  feelings  are  hurt 
to  tear  one  another  to  pieces,  and  by  the  existence  of  an  Established 
to  drive  every  family  into  solitary  Church  —that  they  are  depressed  by 
existence.  Force,  the  force  of  it  into  a  sectarian  inferiority,  and 
strength  and  weapons,  would  soon  that  in  no  case  can  the  State  be 
put  an  end  to  such  isolation  ;  and  justified  in  thus  wounding  their 
every  organ ised  society  is  found-  sensibilities,  and  instilling  into  the 
ed  on  force.  What !  we  hear  men  minds  of  a  portion  of  its  subjects 
exclaim, — society  not  founded  on  a  painful  sense  of  humiliation.  Wc 
reason  and  sense  ?  No — neither  concede  readily  to  the  argument 
now  nor  ever.  Bight  reason  must  that  a  painful  feeling  of  inferiority 
find  its  interpreter:  the  man  who  is  a  wrong  far  exceeding  most  pecuni- 
has  persuaded  himself  into  believ-  ary  hurt,  and  that  it  is  the  clear  duty 
ing  that  he  is  its  possessor  must  ex-  of  the  State  to  avoid  the  infliction  of 
hibit  his  credentials  to  be  recognised  a  su tiering  which  would  bo  in  its  na- 
by  others ;  and  if  they  choose  to  turc  unjust.  But  the  question  is, 
call  his  right  reason  nonsense,  they  whether  the  measure  which  is  ac- 
will  compel  him  to  do  as  they  wish,  cused  of  hurting  the  feelings  is  jus- 
and  not  as  he  prescribes.  His  tilled  by  valid  reasons  of  public  po- 
intelligence,  and  knowledge,  and  licy.  The  mere  existence  of  the 
sound  sense,  will  count  for  nothing,  painful  feeling  is  not  sufficient  by 
It  is  true  that  these  great  quali-  itself  alone  to  forbid  the  action  of  the 
ties  are  the  fountain  of  civil-  State  in  a  matter  which  it  deems  im- 
itation, the  parents  of  all  that  portant.  Were  it  so,  then  a  monarchy 
makes  life  worth  the  living,  but  would  be  unjust  and  a  wrong,  be- 
they  count  solely  by  their  in-  cause  it  would  hurt  the  feelings  of 
liuenco  on  the  public  force.  All  the  Republicans ;  and  this  thought 
wise,  humane,  and  progressive,  legis-  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  position 
lation  flows  from  their  power  over  taken  up  by  French  Republicans, 
the  public  mind ;  but  this  fact  does  that  the  Republic  is  above  uni- 
not  alter  their  sphere  of  action  nor  vcrsal  suffrage.  The  principle  is 
their  method  of  working.  The  wis-  identically  the  same  in  both  the 
est  man  is  nothing  when  everybody  French  men  and  the  Manchester 
else  is  arrayed  against  him,  even  men  :  they  ground  their  demand  in 
though  after-ages  trace  their  eulight-  both  cases  on  the  inequality  created 
enment  to  the  rays  which  he  shed  by  the  system  they  oppose ;  the 
over  an  unfeeling  age.  Socrates  French  men  resenting  the  political 
has  been  the  author  of  endless  good  inequality  engendered  by  monarchy 
to  mankind,  but  the  Athenians  put  and   its  inevitable  appendages,   and 
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the  pain  which    they  are    thereby  quite  another  form   than  it  did  at 

made  to  suffer  from  their  inferiority ;  Manchester.      The     policy     of     an 

the    Nonconformists     applying    the  Establishment  must  be  reasoned  out; 

same    doctrine    to    the    inequality  its  abolition  can  no  longer  be  clam- 

which  they  attribute   to  an  Estab-  oured  for  by  mere  outcry  about  in- 

lishcd  Church,  and  to  the  sense  of  equality. 

humiliation  which  thoy  affirm  it  pro-  The  Nonconformists  will  now  fall 
duces  in  their  minds.  Are  the  Man-  back  on  their  second  principle :  they 
Chester  Dissenters  prepared  to  con-  will  urge  that  religious  inequality 
cede  the  equality  demanded  by  the  differs  from  every  other ;  that  it  \3 
French  ?  Are  they  ready  to  call  for  intolerable  in  itself;  a  wrong  which 
the  universal  Republic,  the  thorough  needs  only  to  be  stated  in  these  two 
suppression  of  the  English  Constitu-  words  to  become  evident  to  every 
tion,  and  manhood  suffrage,  not  as  one.  But  in  making  use  of  the 
politically  expedient,  but  as  the  ir-  phrase  religious  equality,  they  fall 
resistible  right  of  those  who  stand  into  the  very  common  fallacy  of 
on  equality  ?  If  they  are  not,  they  transferring  the  associations  con- 
arc  lost  as  against  the  alleged  ine-  nectcd  with  one  application  of  the 
quality  created  by  an  Established  same  language  to  another.  Reli- 
Church ;  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  gious  equality,  in  the  old  sense,  the 
bring  a  single  principle  of  political  right  of  every  citizen  to  have  and 
philosophy  which  would  overthrow  practise  his  own  religion  without 
the  position  of  the  French  Republi-  interference  from  the  State,  is  uni- 
cans  and  not  upset  their  own.  versally  conceded.  It  has  been 
Equality,  if  a  matter  of  absolute  pronounced  a  sacred  right;  but  no 
right,  must  be  carried  out  through  such  admission  has  been  given  by 
every  detail  of  the  public  life  of  the  public  opinion  to  equality  in  the 
nation :  if  it  is  valid  for  itself,  by  senso  that  the  State  shall  have  no 
its  own  nature,  against  preference  religion.  If  the  public  feeling  of 
and  privileges  in  one  department  of  a  nation  holds  that  the  recognition 
social  life,  it  must  be  equally  valid  of  a  religion  and  its  profession  by 
in  all.  The  instant  that  public  some  kind  of  establishment  material- 
policy,  expediency,  the  general  wel-  ly  promote  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
fare,  is  held  to  justify  inequality  in^  it  cannot  bo  prohibited  by  the  simple 
one  point,  it  is  clearly  admitted  that  affirmation  that  the  State  labours 
they  may  equally  justify  it  in  another,  under  a  natural  and  imperative  ob- 
Tho  Nonconformists,  consequently,  ligation  not  to  think  or  know  any- 
must  set  up  the  French  doctrine  of  thing  about  religion,  because  it 
universal  equality ;  or,  if  they  plead  would  end  by  setting  up  an  inequal- 
the  principle  against  the  Church  ity  between  different  portions  of  its 
and  Church  schools  only,  they  com-  subjects.  Oh !  but  preference,  ex- 
mit  themselves  to  the  necessity  of  claim  the  Nonconformists,  in  rolig- 
proving  the  expediency  of  its  appli-  ion  is  something  wholly  different  in 
cation  against  them  on  the  merits  of  kind  from  preference  and  privilege 
these  institutions.  They  cannot  over-  in  secular  matters.  A  man  may 
throw  them  by  merely  showing  that  submit  to  pay  money  for  a  king, 
they  involve  inequality;  they  must  though  he  is  persuaded  that  mon- 
go  further:  they  must  prove  archy  is  enormously  inferior  to  a 
that  it  is  an  impolitic  and  inex-  Republic ;  but  to  support  a  religion 
pedient  inequality.  Upon  such  a  which  is  erroneous  touches  the  con- 
foundation  the  argument  will  take  science.      We  cannot  subscribe    to 

vol.  cxi. — no.  dclxxvii.  z 


346        The  Manchester  Nonconformist*  and  Political  Philosophy.    [March 

propagate  religious  error ;  and  the  foundation  to  sustain  a  claim  that 
State  lies  under  a  positive  obligation  the  State  shall  have  no  religion  be- 
to  respect  our  scruple.  All  this  is  cause  there  arc  some  persons  who 
pure  exaggeration ;  it  is  unreal  and  have  to  contribute  to  a  religion 
untrue.  All  classes  of  the  couunun-  which  is  not  theirs.  But  it  is  worse 
ity  are  compelled,  in  one  form  or  still :  it  is  anarchical  in  its  very 
other,  to  pay  taxes  for  the  main-  nature.  It  misunderstands  the  na- 
tcnance  of  what  they  disapprove,  ture  of  all  national  associations:  it 
Many  think  wars  wicked,  some  knows  not  that  in  no  people  can 
more  especially  wicked  than  others,  every  man  have  his  own  way,  even 
Has  it  ever  been  heard  that  wars  negatively  in  the  way  of  prohibition, 
were  to  be  forbidden  for  the  satis-  It  fails  to  perceive  that  a  nation 
faction  of  these  persons,  or  that  (hey  implies  a  common  action  of  the  men 
objected  to  pay  taxes  which  war  had  who  compose  it — a  public  will,  pub- 
imposed?  Others  hold  that  the  lie  and  common  objects,  purposes 
traffic,  in  intoxicating  liquors  is  which  can  he  accomplished  only 
clearly  immoral.  Have  they  claimed  by  the  collective  strength  of  the 
the  right  to  have  beer-houses  put  whole  society.  Man  was  l>orn 
down  solely  out  of  respect  for  their  to  live  in  such  an  association  :  for 
own  feelings,  and  in  open  opposi-  he  alone  amongst  animals  requires 
tion  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority  the  assistance  of  his  fellow-men  to 
of  the  nation?  Others  object  on  render  life  possible.  To  concede  to 
principle  to  capital  punishment,  a  minority  of  men  an  absolute  right, 
lias  it  ever  been  known  that  built  not  on  public  policy  or  assign- 
they  have  demanded  as  a  right  ed  grounds  of  expediency,  but  on 
that  they  should  not  join  in  the  personal  feeling  and  opinion,  to 
payment  of  the  jailer  and  the  prohibit  any  action  which  tho  so- 
cxeoutioner  t  it  is  no  doubt  con-  ciety  in  its  aggregate  considers  to  be 
ccivable  that  a  religion  very  revolt-  important,  is  to  found  anarchy,  to 
ing  to  the  feelings  of  a  part  of  the  legalise  lawlessness,  to  injure  the 
community  should  be  endowed  with  power  of  making  laws,  and  to  place 
the  public  authority  of  the  State —  the  common  existence  of  the  people 
and  such  were  the  feelings  of  the  at  the  mercy  of  individual  opinion, 
first  Protestants  respecting  the  Ho-  Such  a  right  can  find  no  place  in 
man  Catholic  religion  ;  in  that  case,  any  sane  political  philosophy,  no 
to  protest  and  preach  against  it  is  more  than  the  proposition  so  voho- 
thc  sole  course  available,  and  to  mently  asserted  by  some  Frenchmen, 
suiter  whatever  penalties  the  law  that  the  Republic  is  above  universal 
may  impose  on  such  conduct.     Hut  suffrage. 

it  would  bo  idle  to  assert  that  the  But  this  is  not  the  whole  of  the 

religion  of  the  Church  of   England  case  against  the  position  taken  up 

is  offensive  to  many  persons  in  this  by  the  Nonconformists  at  Manches- 

country,    at   least  amongst    I  Votes-  ter.     It  might  seem  that  they  made 

tants:    and    the    Roman    Catholics,  only   a    negative    claim,   that    they 

who  might  consistently  allege  that  asked  only  that  nothing  should  be 

that  religion  led  to  the  destruction  done  by  the  State — no  tax  l>c  levied 

of  souls,  are  not  the  men  who  raise  upon  them  which  shocked  their  reli- 

tliis  demand,  that  no  subject  shall  gious   feelings.     This    is    only    one 

be  bound  to  pay  taxes  that  may  sup-  side  of  their  contention.     There   is 

port  a  State  Church.      The  plea  of  another  and  far  more  objectionable 

conscience  has  therefore  no  rational  side  to  it :  the  positive  action  they 
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carry  out,  the  dictation  which  they  religion :  and  none  more  than  they 
practise  upon  others.  Their  doc-  would  vehemently  recoil  from  an 
trine  of  religious  equality  not  only  education  of  their  own  children 
assails  the  desire  which  a  people  which  relegated  religious  teaching 
may  have  to  accomplish  public  ends  to  a  limited  portion  of  the  day,  and 
by  the  establishing  of  a  national  never  referred  to  its  lessons,  the  feel- 
Church  ;  it  does  more :  it  tyrannises  ings  it  inculcates,  the  tone  of  mind 
very  unmistakably  over  the  liberty  it  inculcates,  at  any  portion  of  the 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  even  though  school-time.  Yet  these  very  men 
these  may  constitute  the  great  bulk  demand,  in  the  name  of  respect  for 
of  the  nation.  By  far  the  largest  their  own  feelings,  that  the  children 
jl*m  number  of  Englishmen  desire  that  of  the  poor  shall  have  a  form  of  edu- 
the  education  of  their  children  shall  cation  which  they  would  carefully 
include  religion — for  they  regard,  as.  .repudiate  for  their  own.  Their  nega- 
Christians,  that  morality  cannot  be  tive  claim  thus  becomes  an  instru- 
adequately  impressed  on  the  con-  ment  of  very  positive  tyranny.  They 
science  without  religion.  Most  of  preach  secular  education :  let  them 
them  also  are  profoundly  aware  that  study  it  themselves.  Let  them  de- 
religion  is  not  a  separate  affair,  like  vote  some  serious  thought  to  the 
arithmetic  or  drawing,  embodied  in  examination  of  the  ossential  elements 
some  catechism,  and  to  bo  got  up  as  of  that  social  organisation  called  a 
any  other  branch  of  knowledge,  but  nation.  Let  them  frame  a  political 
tost  it  pervades  the  whole  of  man's  philosophy  which  will  bear  the  light 
being,  and  guides  his  moral  judg-  of  day  :  let  them  think  it  out  com- 
ment over  every  part  of  his  conduct,  pletely,  and  then  they  will  be  able 
as  well  as  the  recorded  actions  of  to  see  whether  the  right  of  religious 
other  men.  The  Manchester  Con-  equality,  as  interpreted  by  them, 
gregationalists  know  perfectly  well  forms  any  part  of  that  secular  know- 
that  religion  consigned  to  a  special  ledge  of  which  they  are  the  cham- 
department  of  the  mind  is  not  true  pions. 
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GENERAL    LEE. 

Moke  than  a  year  ha?  passed  away  Union  the  passions  and  animosities 
since  the  death  of  General  Lcc.  In  of  the  American  War  are  still  bo 
ordinary  times  such  an  event  could  much  alive  that  it  is  a  political 
hardly  have  happened  without  re-  necessity  for  General  Lee's  con- 
viving,  if  only  for  a  moment^  much  qucrors  to  darken  his  fame  and  sneer 
of  the  caper  interest  with  which,  at  his  achievements.  In  most  of 
between  1H01  and  1865,  the  Old  the  public  papers  and  utterances 
World  watched  the  Titanic  Civil  which  have  issued  from  the  victors 
War  of  the  New.  But  during  the  in  the  fratricidal  strife,  the  writers 
October  of  1870,  when  General  Lee  and  speakers  have  thought  it  cxpe- 
hreathed  his  last,  the  siege  of  Paris  dient  to  brand  Lee,  Stonewall  Jack- 
absorbed  the  thoughts  and  engrossed  son,  and  Jefferson  Davis  as  men 
the  attention  of  civilised  mankind,  worthy  to  be  ranked  with  Benedict 
Little  or  no  notice  has  therefore  Arnold  and  Aaron  Burr.  Thus,  for 
been  taken  in  England  of  the  death  example,  the  Board  of  Visitors,  to 
of  one  who,  when  his  career,  char-  whom  was  committed  the  annual 
actcr,  and  military  genius  are  better  supervision  of  the  United  States 
known  and  understood,  will,  in  Military  Academy  at  West  Point — 
spite  of  his  defeat,  be  pronounced  of  which  Board  the  present  Amcri- 
the  greatest  soldier,  with  two  ox-  can  Envoy  to  England,  General 
ceptions,  that  any  English-speaking  Schcnck,  was  president — employ 
nation  has  ever  produced.  Upon  the  following  language : — 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  cir- 
cumstances have  conspired  to  ob- 
scurc  the  groat  deeds  and  spotless  "  Aiiionir      many     improvement*-  - 

..         -    .V             iii.               a     l     t  FUrli   ii«.\;  the  tiili'.ttlniialili1  Word*  of  UlB 

purity  of  the  no.ilest  son  to  whom  siMLClli:)r  <i„l.,l,ll|1.I1t    -  mad«  during  the 

the  North  American    continent   has  administration  of   tho  present  Hiiperln- 

hitherto    r'ivcii    birth.     A    *  Life    of  tend.-nt,  i«  one  of  peeullar  and  toueh- 

General    'Robert   E.    Lee'    has    in-  »>* }}xWw* :  il ru  1l!ir t,,(vir'  of ,  l,,ll,,i5 

«  ^  i   „    .     .„    |    x it                 r  \i  on  tl»».  wal  1*  nf  tin'  chapel  neat  liuirMi* 

deed  appeared,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  t<lllll.ls   |ir  I||linl  mMinnm.uK  bribed 

John   fcsten  (  ooke,  upon  which  we  with    the    nan  us    nf   th.wi  d-ad   army 

propose  to  make  a  few  comments  ;  oIhVi.ts  who  in  the  past  have  be.cn  made 

but   it   can    in    no  sense  be  regard-  Hin-tri-nw    by    rank    or    gallant   deeds 

ed   as  more   than   an    adumbration  <*  .aru^  t*r  liav.-  f^«''it  V^J""1^  " 

-    ..                      ,           .,           .              .  v;is  a  happy  thought  to  he  executed  at 

of   the   man    whom   it   professes   to  thls  1)Urtu.„i.ir  pilM.t-.     It  is  most  litting 

delineate.     Public     expectation     on  that    the    I'nit-d    Slates    Military   Ae:i- 

thc  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  anti-  demy   should    he   made   to   perpetuate 

cipates  much  from  a  biography,  al-  ™l'*\  iwiiim  and  liisMri-^ ;    thus  keep- 

.  '   ...    t    v    i  .  _     il..    l       r       i*i  >»^  before  the  eve-;  and  present  in  the 

ready    too   long   de  ayed,    of    which  m?.mnrWn  of  v<ll-IlllC  ,„,.„  Vdne«ted  here 

Colonel  Marshall,  who  for  four  years  this  noble  example  of    faithful  service 

served  at  (ion  era  I   Lee's  right  hand  and  devotion  I  >  <Mr  common  country, 

in    the   position    which    corresponds  "This     Hoard    nvommend    that    the 

in  European  armies  to  our  Chief  of  tasteful  and  enduring  record   Jims  be- 

u*.  it    •     i      i      ,i           xi            i>   i.   •  K»»  t-Ii:ul  be  cfintur.ied,  unci  that  means 

fctaft,   is  to  bo  the  author.     Hut  in  bl.  fllril|W  to  vsVim\  the.  name  mark 

both   sections  of   the   reconstructed  of  respect  to  all  the  oilleeivs  of  our  army. 


Life  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee.     By  John  Esten  Cooke.     Applcton  &  Co.,  Nc 
York:  1*70. 
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regulars  and  volunteers  alike,  who  have  solicitous   to   proa*   anything  which 

Mitrmd    and    fallen    iu    the    war    ju*t  ho     thought     might     promote     it ; 

closed    in    a    glorious    and     Buceessf ul  ,     .... ft              °  ■  .     J  .      ,           *   • 

struggle-  to  vlndii-ato  the   honour    and  and^  Rating  among  his  friends,  often, 

maintain  the  life  of  the  nation.    Happy  after  a   deep    silence   and   frequent 

for    the  recreants    who  fought   to  de-  sighs,   would  with  a   shrill  and  sad 

fctrov  their  (Government,  iL  in  the  light  accent  ingeminate  the  word  Peace, 

*licd  from  such  a  brilliant  roll    of  the  r>M„M„  .     "  l  „^..i  i  ^^     •       4.1 

faithful,   their   names   and    treasonable  /**"*'   ™l  would  passionately  pro- 

career    could   he    thrown    into   deeper  fcss  that  "ie  very  agony  of  the  war, 

aluulow  of  oblivion!"  and  the  view  of  the  calamities  and 

desolation    the    kingdom    did    and 

Let  us  compare  with  this  unsecm-  must  endure,   took  his  .sleep  fronv 

ly  and  unnecessary  passage  the  fol-  himi    antl   would  shortly  break   his 

lowing   extract  from   General   Bad-  H<^^^t.,'       No    one  who    served   by 

eau's  excellent  l  Military  History  of  General  I-ce's  side  during  the  war, 

General  U.  S.  Grant*     Ho   tells  us  or  who  ha(1  occasional  opportunities 

that °f  conversing  with  him  during  the 

iivo  years   of  life  which  remained 
after  his  surrender  at  Appomattox 

i^1*"   J       ?iwt  rl,l°*   Wf-  i1,red  at  Court  -  House,    can*  entertain     any 

Fort     Surntur — the    chot    whieh    mau-  i     t  *  n    i  i     '     «.      i        i                J 

Bunted     the     American     Civil    War-  douU  thut  he  suffered  no  less  agony 

the     btniidini;    army    of     the     United  of  heart  than  the  young  and  accom- 

Statca  numbered  V^lRl  men,  or  10  re.-  plished  Roj-alist  who   died   on   the 

elmentri  of  infantry,  4  of  artillery,  and  ficid   of   Newbury.      But   to   brand 

.*  of  eavalrv,     It  was  ofheered  by  feouth-  %-„,       «lv    •  *..„„     „.„i    «„n    u:.«  « 

erners  as  will  an  Northerner*.     Out  of  ?linA  Wlth    ™**™y*    ™*    ™U   *>"*  * 

1074  office  rs  -J70  were  of  Southern  birth,  traitor  and  a   recreant  because   he 

embracing  a  fair  share  of  the.  talent  and  deemed  it  his  duty  to  fight  for  the 

dwtinclioii  of  the-  army.    Two  hmi.lred  State  which  sent  him  to  West  Point 

and  two  of  tlu^  espoused  lh-.-  Southern  an(1       id  f      h-     education,  is  un- 

cause.     When  it  became  apparent  that  ,/        -         ,        wuwimwu,    .,, 

ww  waa  inevitable,  they  riigncd  their  worthy  of  so  brave  and    sensible  a 

roiiiTni-isiiuis,  and  ottered   their   nw«»rds  man  as  < Icncral  Schcnck.     Even  in 

to  their  own  se<  tion,  hohUny  the.  nntho-  the  report  of  Licutcnant-Gcncral  U. 

rUy    of  a   Sto'.;  pmunuuat    to    that    of  S      (;rnnt    up()n    thc    armicg    of    tho 

the    I  num.        ih'V  were    followed   into     it   ;.    i   o*»*    .   :.  ion l  ioph    u~ 

section  bv  liftv  uOitrs  from  Northern  ^mttci1  fetatc*  !n  18C*  amJ  186o>  Tho 

or  border  Slates,  most  oi  whom    had  has  but  one  famt  word  of  approba- 

inarried    Southern    wives    or  acquired  tion   to  bestow  upon  the  adversary 

Southern  probity."  who,  having  fought  with  unshaken 

fortitude  and  self-denial  throughout 

Nothing   can   be  fairer   than   thc  the  war,   became   the   most   patient 

reasons   by   which   General   Iiadcau  and  loyal  of  citizens  when  his  sword 

explains   thc    secession    of    General  was  surrendered.      "General  Lce'a 

Lee  and  his  Southern  fellow-officers,  great  influence  throughout  the  whole 

To   man}*   of  them   the   struggle  to  South,"  says  his  conqueror,  "  caused 

decide  whether   their   Slate   or   thc  his  example  to  be  followed,  and  to- 

Union  claimed  priority  of  allegiance  day  thc  result  is,  that   the   armies 

was  no  less  painful  than  the  strug-  lately  under   his   leadership   are  at 

gle — so     beautifully     described     in  their  homes,  desiring  peace  and  quiet, 

Clarendon's    '  History   of    the  Eng-  and  their  arms  are  in  the  hands  of 

lish     Rebellion ' — which     raged     in  our   ordnance  officers."      The  pati- 

the    breast    of    Falkland.     "  When  ence,  humility,   and  moderation  of 

there    was    any    overture    or    hope  General  Lee  during  the  live  closing 

of     peace,"    says    Lord    Clarendon,  years  of  his  life  extorted  frequent 

**  Falkland    would    be    exceedingly  admiration  from  hi3  late  antagonist**. 
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but  have  hitherto  won  from  thorn  no  as  understood  and  practised  by  the 

concessions   to  his  crushed  and  op-  Republican  party — 

pressed  brethren  and  sisters  in  the 

South.     The  remnant  of  the  armies  "  a  provision  for  a  war  of  races,  with 

over  which  he  was  supreme  "  desir-  the  exprcsB  object  of  keeping  down  a 

od  peace  and  quiet "  as  intensely  as  }>coplo,  in  order  that  that  people  may 

*u«:«  *rM.*kmm  «««„.. ~~~~n  .  ii.,f  «/*«..  "o  debarred  from  all  political  ix>wer  In 

their  Northern  conquerors  ;  but  after  th(.       ^    In  j,^  lhc  bluck 

they  had  for  three  years  been  ruled  OI1  those  lines  of  reconstruction,  would 

by    the    sword,    and    despoiled    by  have  the  power  of  making  all  laws  for 

44  carpet-baggers "    and    negroes,    it  the  restraint  of  the  white.    But  it  haa 

was  natural  .that  the  discontent  of  a  »UV(T  |^    intended    to   intrust |thb 

r              ,            i           i       i       iii  power  to  the  negroes:  the  intention  u 

brave  and  proud  people  should  here  [,mti  UirollKh  lhJ  w«rw^  all  political 

and  there  break  out  in  a  few  spas-  power,  both  State,  and  Federal,  Khali  be 

modic  fluttering  of  disaffection.     In  in  the  hands  of  members  of  Congress 

one  of  his  speeches  to  his  constitu-  frorn  «»«  North-that  the  North  thill 

,«>*-   \r.   /<«„«*  n.,*r  l,;™..,^  «.«  n~  have  its  heel  upon  the  South,  and  thai 

ents,  Mr.  Grant  DufT  himself  an  ar-  lh(J  (.onqlH.rcil  ^all  be  hllhjl.ct  to  ihe 

dent  Northerner,  told  them  that  conquerors.      X<>vr  ha*    there    been    a 

hhhv     terrible    ivmiithm     ///<y>owi/     upon 

"Reconstruction    is    the   rcadmission  a  j\tllm  j^qile.      For  an  Italian  to  feel 

of  the  seceding  States  to  political  com-  aii  Austrian    over  him,   for  a  Polo   to 

in un ion  with  the  States  which  remain-  feel  a  Russian  over  him,  has  been  bad 

ed  true  to  the  I'nion,  and  the  rcstora-  indeed;    but  it    has  been    left  for  the 

tion  to  them  of   those  powers  of  self-  political     animosltv    of    a    Republican 

government    which,    forfeited    by    the.  froin    the  North— a  man    who  himself 

war,  had  been    replaced  since  their  de-  rejects  all   contact   with   the   negro— to 

feat    by  military    rule.      But  how    was  subject  the  lute  Southern    slave-owner 

this  to  be.  done?    The  majority  of  the  1o  dominion  from  the  African  who 


I:  lilted  States  Legislature  decided   that  yesterday  hi*  slave." 
each  of  the  States  should  choose  a  new 
constitution     for   itself,    and     that    in 

choosing  it  the  old  planters,  the  *  mean         The    oppression     of    the     South, 

whiles/    and    the    ex-slaves   should    all  whi|.h  is  1().dHy  far  worpc  than  when 

have  an    equal   voice;    but  that   all   the  4t    „„   _,.„,!.    *V    \f„    riv^ii,^^    ^mmmk 

prliieliwil    rebels,    and   the    whites  who  tn<;sc  words  of    Mr.    Irollope    were 

would  not  take  a  test-oath,  should  be  written,  wrung  General  Lees  affec- 

cxcluded.    The  etleet  of  this  has  been,  tionnte  heart  us   the  loss   of  Calais 

that    constitutions     for   the    Southern  weighed  upon  the  spirits  of  our  own 

Sta^v  iT^'tiV  TO^VlV'. h>r,!!!:    IJuecn  Marv.     Lord  Macaulay  Ulll 
and  voted  at  tin*.  South  over  the  heads      c    ..    ,  kL     •  .  .  J 

of  white  nun  by  negro  majorities."  "*  that     no  creature  is  ro  revenge- 
ful as  a  proud  man  who  has  humbled 

Mr.     Anthony    Trollope,     whose  himself  in   vain ;"   hut  during    the 

Northern  proclivities  during  the  war  concluding  years   of  General   Lee1! 

were  not  less  pronounced  than  those  life,  no  symptoms  of  passion  or  Tin- 

of     Mr.    Grant    Duff  or    Professor  dietivoness  wore   discernible  in  his 

Uoldwin  Smith,  calls  reconstruction,  daily  bearing.*     lie  mourned  over 

*  As  an  evidence,  of  the  present  state  of  n flairs  in  South  Carolina,  we  quote  the 
following  pa>-a«rc  from  a  letter  written  in  November  la*t  by  a  resident  of  that  State, 
whose  character  for  truth  and  honour  is  iiniiniM-achable.     lie  says — 

"One  of  my  brothers  has  been  arrested  and  thrown  Into  the  common  jail  of  the 
United  States  soldiers  without  charge  or  accusation,  without  form  or  warrant  of  law, 
without  the  shadow  of  right  or  Justice,  Before  the.  suspension  of  the  writ  of  hatmu 
corj)it*%  profound  quiet  prevailed  in  this  section  of  the  country.  Men  were  pursuing 
their  avocations  in  the.  most  peaceful  manner,  and  a  season  of  prosperity  was  beginning 
to  dawn  upon  us ;  hut  now  word-*  arc  almost  inadequate  to  describe  the  reign  of  terror 
existing  among  us.  Bands  of  I  nited  State*  soldiers  are  riding  the  country,  arresting 
citizen:*  by  wholesale,  tearing  them  from  their  homes  in  the  night-time,  terrifying 
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the  abject  and  oppressed  condition  brought  with  hj*n  from  England  a 
of  South  Carolina  until  death  freed  number  of  followers  and  servants, 
his   soul   from   the  suffering  which  and     took    /^p      extensive     tracts 
crushed  him.  Mr.  John  Esten  Cooke  of    land     ipi     the    Old     Dominion, 
makes   it   abundantly   evident    that  Among    ttfe    manor-houses     which 
he  died   from  a  broken  heart.     But  ho    the*©     huilt    or      commenced, 
in  order  that  the.  virtues  of  a  singu-  was  .^ne  at  Stratford,    in   the  Vir- 
larly  pure  and  noble  character  may  gin*an    county    of  Westmoreland — 
not  be  unrecorded   in   England,  we  within  which  county  George  Wash- 
desire  to  follow  Mr.  Cooke  through  ington     himself    was     born.      This 
some  of  the  most  notable  passages  house    having    subsequently    been 
of  his  hero's  life,  and  to  do  «*hat  in  destroyed    by    fire,    was     rebuilt— 
us   lies   to   make    Robert    E-    Lee's  Queen  Anne  herself  having  been  a 
memory  a  precious  possession  wher-  contributor  to  the  fund  subscribed 
ever  the  English  tongue  *s  spoken.  in  England  and   in  the  colony   for 
"The  Lees  of  Virginia,"  says  the  its    rc-erection — and    became    at    a 
volume  before  us»  "  spring  from  an  later  date  the  birthplace  of  Richard 
ancient    aiiU"    respectable    family  of  Henry  Leo,  and  of  his  distinguished 
Essex  ib*  England,"  whose  ancestor  son,  Robert  Edward.   Richard  Henry 
came  «*ver  to  the  fast-anchored  isle  Lee,    iho  father  of   the  great  Con- 
witli  /William  the  Conqueror.     One  federate  general,  was  one  of  Wash- 
mem/her  of  this  family,  Lionel  Lee,  ington's     best     subordinates ;     and 
accd>mi>nni<--(|  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion  under    the    sobriquet    of     u  Light- 
to  /the    Holy   Land,    and   displayed  Horse   Harry,"    gained  conspicuous 
spJbcial  gallantry  at  the  siege  of  Acre,  fame  as  a  cavalry   general   in    the 
Tnie    first    of     the    Virginia    Lees,  revolutionary  war  of  the  American 
ichard   by   name,    was   an    ardent  colonies    against    England.      In     a 
louarchist,  and  left  the  old  country  letter  written  in  1789,  George  Wash- 
ifn     the     troubled    times    of     King  ington  conveys  his  "  love  and  thanks" 
Vharles  the  First.     "It  is  not  ccr-  to   Light-Horse    Harry,   whoso   ad- 
tainly    known,"    says     Mr.    Cooke,  mirable  qualities  as  a  soldier  were 
"whether  he  sought  refuge  in  Vir-  always    recapitulated    with    modest 
ginia  after  the  failure  of  the  King's  pride  by  his   still   greater  son.     In 
cause,  or  was  tempted   to  emigrate  1809  General   R.  E.  Lee   published 
with  a  view  to  better  his  fortunes  in  a  new  edition  of  his  father's   4  Me- 
the   New    World."     Whatever  may  moirs  of  the  War  in  the  Southern 
have  been  his  motive  in  repairing  to  Department,'   to  which  he   prefixed 
Virginia,  Richard  Lee   undoubtedly  an  unostentatious  life  of  its  author. 

women  mid  children,  hurrying  the  prisoner*  off  to  jail,  and  cramming  them  in  dun- 
gcom-  ".nil  lilt  It  v  cells.  These  arrests  arc  made  without  warrant.  Men  arc  ignorant  of 
the  offence,  for  which  they  are  thrown  into  jail.  No  explanation  is  given  to  tho 
prisoner  as  to  the  cause  of  his  arrest,  no  hearing  is  allowed  him.  The  innocent  and 
guilty  fare  alike.  The  fury  of  the  Radicals  is  levelled  against  the  best  of  our  citizens. 
Old  and  young,  grey-haired  men  incapable  of  coin  in  it  ting  outrage*,  mere  boys  inno- 
cent of  crime,  are  arrested  indiscriminately.  In  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when 
farmer*  are  engaged  in  gathering  in  their  corn  and  cotton,  we  arc  declared  to  be  in  a 
-state  of  war.  We  are  buffering  for  crimes  which  have  never  been  committed  ;  we  are 
punMicd  for  offences  of  which  we  arc  not  guilty;  we  arc  warred  upon  by  the  United 
Stat<*s  (internment  on  account  of  a  rebellion  which  has  no  existence  but  in  the  imagi- 
nation of  Pn-ident  (irant,  and  the  vile  politicians  who  have  poisoned  his  ears  with 
false  and  malicious  report**.  There  is  no  rebellion — there  is  no  hostility  to  the  United 
States  tiov<  -rnmciit — there  is  no  resistance  to  lawful  authority,  cither  JState  or  Federal; 
the  reports  of  collisions  between  armed  bands  of  Ku-Klux  and  Federal  troops  are 
utterly  base,  false,  and  tilandcrouti  fabrications,  invented  for  a  purpose." 
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ffo/j<?rJ  Ethwl*  Smith,   A*nnc'  and  sP»^e  which   was  fragrant  to  his 
'    Mildred.     The  old   house  at>.  lStraf-  nostrils,   and  enabled  him   again  to 
ford,     wherein     the    great     AW!"'  *l"«"™n  into  fleshly  existence  those 
can     soldier  first    saw     the     lignfc  English   worthies   of    whose    litcra- 
deservca   a  few    passing    words    orO^11,0    ne   was    .so    fond.      There   ho 
comment.     It  is    one  of    those  Vir-  Jo^S*}   t<>  rehearse   that  Charles   II. 
gin i an      manor-houses      which      so  wore^A     coronation-robe     of     Vir- 
warmed  the  heart  and   kindled  the  ginia    sut  when     reinstalled    upon 
fancy  of  William  Makepeace  Thank-  the   throne  °f   Ureal    Hrilain  ;   and 
cray ;  for  in  one  of  these,  he  loved  thai,  in  gratitude  for  her  loyalty  in 
to  say,  that  it  would  delight  him  to  the  hour  of  his  abasement,  he  per- 
write  the  history,  which  he  always  mittcri  the  proud  o1/!  State   to  rank 
contemplated    but    never    executed,  thenceforward  in  the  Itp/ish  Kmpirc 
of  the   times  of  good  Queen  Anne,  with  England,  Scotland,  anfa{  -eland, 
The    bricks,    paving-tiles,    carvings,  and  to  bear  upon  her  shield  tr£  mot- 
window-sash  cs,    furniture,    and    de-  to,  /:'//  dttt  Yiryinla  qwtrtmn. 
corations      of      these      stately     old        The   early  influences  of    the  ^ld 
country-houses,  were  all  transported  grange   at    Stratford,    in   which  <\c 
from  Kngland  to  the  ( >ld  Dominion,  was    born,   had    much    to   do    wth 
English      plasterers     moulded     and  shaping    the    character  of    (ienenl 
spread  the  ceilings;  KnglUh  unisons  Lee. 
upraised    the     Italian     mantelpieces 

which     they     brought     with     them        *•  Critic*."  kiv«  Mr.  <\>ok.\  ••  .-hargei 

across    the    Atlantic ;     English    car-  him  with   family   pride.     If    In-    pos^e* 

neuters     made     fast     the     window-  ^l  tlu.l  virlm-'or  failing,  the  fm-t  wa* 

sashes  and  set  up  the  lintels  of  I'!'1  f.™?'-  Slllltr',nl  «'i;"m<l  ».ef..n; 
.  *  rrl  .iiii  Ins  chddi.-di  eve*  a  memorial  »»f  tin*  old 
tne  doors.  I  heir  book-shelves  were  N,irn(iol,r  of  t!,..  I.e.-..  II.-  *■:.«■  unuiiiri 
filled  with  the  great  English  classics  hi,,,  0|<i  pm-truiis.  olil  plat*-,  m.d  old  fur- 
who  flourished  in  the  Augusian  nitnn\  Old  pan-lmiciits  contained  lin- 
age of  Queen  Anne.  Within  the  t.irii^ .of '  th<-  d.vds  of  his ,rac«j  old  gen- 
i-i  •  .  t  ~  ~  e  4i  .  i  ...  euh»:ri«,al  tr  ■••-  traced  their  lini*  fur  uuck 
libraries  of  some  of  these  houses  iut(l'thr  Ii;1,t  ;  ,dd  m  rvant^  ur-wn  grev 
Thackeray  passed  many  hours,  en-  m  tni.  ||linst.  w:iit«d  upon  tl.e  child*: 
raptured  to  tind  himself  surrounded  and.  in  u  em-mr  of  one  of  the  great 
by  the  works  of  all  the  English  apartim-ms,  an  old  soldier,  u:ey  too, 
authors  who  were  most  to  his  taste.  «"d  ;liatt.-i.M  in  li.-i.ltli.  on-  the  fn.nd 
m.  t  .-.,..,..  Tf  of  Wn-diiiigi-'ii  nml  Jir-M'iie.  \»a-«  writing 
There  he  again  familiarised  himself  th„  llHnrv  of  t|ll,  ,,.lttll.;  in  wllll.h  hl. 

with  the   tender  grace  of    Addison,  \w,\    drawn    his    reword    for   l;U   native 

the  rugged  force  of  Smollett ;  there  land." 

he    forgot     the    "  wild    relish    and 

vicious     exuberance     of      the      too        To    the    last    hour    of     his    life, 

copious   present"    bv  bending    over  Uencral   Lee  retained    the   affection 

th  -    ---   -  - 


the   j>ages  of   Swift,   Pope,   Arbuth-  for   trees,    streams,  mountains,  and 

not,    Bolingbroke,  Walsh,  and  0 ran-  country     associations     with     which 

ville;   and  there  for  the   first   time  his      happy     childhood     at     Strat- 

hc     became     acquainted     with    the  ford  had  imbued  him.     One  of  the 

4  Memoirs      of      Colonel      Byrd     of  last    letters    which    ho    ever  wrote 

Westover,'      the      founder,     during  contains    the   following    passage:— 

George     II.V    reign,    of     Virginias  "My    visits    to     Florida    and    the 
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White   Sulphur    have  not  benefited  "another    Union    army,"    magnifi- 

me  much  ;  but  it  did  me  good  to  go  cently  found  in  every  respect,  would 

to    the     White    House" — a    small  again  take   the    field    before  many 

country    seat    not    far    from    Rich-  weeks    had    passed.     1 1  cart-sick    at 

mond,  which  came  into  his  posses-  the    flow    of    blood    by    which    ho 

sion    by    his    marriage  with    Mary  was  surrounded — his  road  lay  over 

Oustis,    the    daughter  of   Washing-  ground  where  the  hottest    fighting 

ton's  adopted  son — "  and  to  see  the  had  taken    place — and   attendri  by 

mules  walking  round,  and  the  corn  the    recent    wounds    of    Stonewall 

growing."     Ho  loved    the    country,  Jackson,  from  which,  however,  upon 

the  woods,  the  birds,  and  the  brooks  the  morning  in  question,  he  did  not 

as  fondly  as  Izaak  Walton  or  Water-  anticipate  a  fatal  result,  General  Leo 

ton.     His  favourite  talk  was  about  said,  in  weariness  and  anguish,  "All 

country  life  ;    and    nothing  was    so  that  I  want  them"  (the  Federals)  "  to 

grateful  to  him  as  a  chat  with  plain  do  is  to  leave  us  what  we  are,  plain 

Virginian   farmers.     The    writer    of  Virignian    farmers."      There    never 

these  words  well  remembers  a  ride  was  a  man  who  had  in  him  so  little 

on  horseback  which  he  took  in  com-  of   the    "  politician,"    as    his    own 

pany  with    General    Lee    upon   the  countrvmen   understand   that   term, 

morning  of   the  7th   of    May   1803.  "  I   think,"    said    Mr.    Carlisle,   the 

The    battle     of     Chanccllorsvillo —  well-known    lawyer  of  Washington, 

which,    regarded    militarily,  will  al-  a  man  of   high   character,  who  had 

ways   bear    the    same  testimony  to  known     Lee    long    and    intimately, 

Lee's  tactical  ability  as  did  Leuthen  u  that  ho  was  freer  than  any  man 

to  that  of    Frederick  the  Great>  or  I  ever  knew  from  the  taint  of  any 

Salamanca  to  that   of  Wellington —  passion    or    party  prejudice."      He 

had    just    been    fought.      General  stood    apart    from     the    intrigues. 

Hooker,   at    the    head  of    what    he  schemes,  and    guile    of    cities    and 

had  just  called  "  the  finest  army  on  their    denizens,    as    though    uncon- 

the  planet,"   had   retreated,  in   con-  scious   of  their  existence,  but  with 

fusion  and  discomfiture,  across   the  quiet  scorn  deep- seated  in  his  heart. 

Rapidan.      If     ever    there    was    a  He  was  a  fine  judge,  of  character  ; 

moment  when  human  vanity  would  and     his     diagnosis     of    men    and 

have  been   pardonable  and  natural,  women  was   too  keen  and  accurate 

General  Lee  might  have  betrayed  it  for  him   to   blind   his   eyes   to   the 

upon  the  morning  of  the  day  which  little   pettinesses,  self-scekings,  and 

followed     Hookers    retreat      With  intrigues   which    daily   came   across 

little  more    than    40,000    men,   the  hirn.    But    although    ho   perceived, 

great    Confederate   captain   had  de-  and    quietly    put     them    aside,    he 

fcatcd  and  utterly  routed  a  host  of  never  betrayed  his  consciousness  of 

at  least    l'U»,0()0    Federals.     Never-  their  existence,  or  wounded  amour 

theless,    even    at    this    intoxicating  propre  by  anything  seeming  to#con- 

moment,    not  a  particle  of  self-ex-  vey  a  reproach.     But,  after  all,  the 

altation   or  conscious    triumph   was  most    winning     of    his    traits    was 

discoverable    on  Lee's    features,    or  the  affection  and   confidence  which, 

traceable  in  his  conversation.     Cbg-  without  any  seeming  consciousness, 

nisant  of  the  enormous  superiority  and  without    an   effort,    he  inspired 

of    the    resources  wielded    by   the  in    little    children.      Often,    in    the 

enemy  with   whom  he    had  to  do,  course  of ;  the  great  Civil  War,  ho 

he    felt    that    Chancellorsvillc,    like  would  approach  a  Viriginian  farm- 

Fredericsburg,  would  produce  little  house    inhabited    by    a    family    of 

effect    upon    the    North,  and    that  whom    he   knew  nothing.    Adored 
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as  ho  was  thi'oughout  the  length  of  it,  upon  either  side.  It  is  true 
and  breadth  of  the  Old  Dominion,  that  Home  of  the  greatest  military 
the  fame  of  his  approach  preceded  histories  of  the  world — those,  for 
him  wherever  he  went  In  response  instance,  of  Thucydides,  Xcuophon, 
to  the  cordial  welcome  always  ex-  Sir  William  Napier,  and  General 
tended  to  him,  he  would  descend  Foy — have  heen  written  hy  men 
from  his  horse  and  sit  down  for  a  who  themselves  fought  in  the  wars 
few  minutes  upon  the  porch,  accept-  which  they  have  so  ably  delineated ; 
ing,  perhaps,  a  glass  of  water,  and  hut,  wUh  the  exception  of  tho 
possibly  a  square  inch  or  two  of  matchless  masterpieces  of  the  two 
corn-bread,  but  never  taking  any-  (Jrcck  historians,  narratives  of  wars 
thing  more.  It  might  have  been  by  soldiers  who  fought  in  them  are 
imagined  that  the  gravity  and  seri-  never  free — altogether  free — from 
ousness  of  his  demeanor  would  have  partisan  bias.  Traces  of  it  are  re- 
possessed little  attraction  for  young  cognisable  in  many  passages  of  Sir 
children.  Hut  before  many  minutes  William  Napier;  they  are  of  con- 
had  passed,  it  was  invariably  re-  <tant  recurrence  in  the  pages  of  his 
marked  that  one  or  two  children  French  antitype,  General  Foy.  Hut 
would  be  crowding  round  his  knees,  whenever  the  story  of  the  American 
and,  linger  in  mouth,  looking  up  Civil  War  is  truly  and  exhaustively 
into  his  kind  honest  face.  He  was  told,  it  will  become  abundantly 
generally  surrounded  by  younger,  apparent,  if  its  chronicler  does  his 
more  demonstrative,  and  more  talk-  duty,  that  seldom  if  ever  in  modern 
ative  officers.  Hut  his  empire  over  history  has  there  been  a  struggle, 
tho  hearts  of  the  young,  though,  like  firstly,  upon  so  large  a  scale  ;  second- 
all  his  other  great  qualities,  uncon-  ly,  which  was  so  long  maintained  ; 
sciously  manifested,  wa*  irresistible,  and  thirdly,  in  which  the  dispropor- 
If  it  may  be  said  without  irrev-  tion  of  the  combatants  was  so  great, 
ercnee,  it  was  impossible  at  such  One  of  Kngland's  greatest  soldiers, 
moments  to  forget  the  affection  with  Sir  Charles  .James  Napier,  exclaims, 
which  the  Master,  whom  General  "  J  low  much  more  depends  upon 
Lee  loved  to  serve,  **  suffered  little  the  chief  than  upon  tho  numbers  of 
children"  to  draw  near  unto  His  an  army !  Alexander  invaded  Persia 
presence,  and  saw  in  them  an  imago  with  only  ttn.noo  foot  ami  5000 
of  that  childlike  faith  which  is  the  horse  ;  Hannibal  entered  Italy  with 
shortest  and  surest  path  to  tho  2u,00o  foot  and  liooo  horse,  having 
kingdom  of  heaven.  lost  :su,uoo  men  in  crossing  tho 
One  other  advantage  was  gained  Alps.  What  did  he  attempt  with 
by  General  Lee  from  the  country  life  this  small  army  V  The  conquest  of 
and  simple  tsistcs  of  his  boyhood  Italy  from  the  Romans,  who,  with 
He  carried  with  him  into  the  field  their  allies,  could  bring  into  tho 
a  "  superb  physical  health  and  field  Kno,ooo  men  in  arms  ;  and  ho 
strength  " — to  quote  Mr.  Cooke's  maintained  the  war  there  for  tiftcen 
words — ''which  remained  unshaken  years."  Without  maintaining  that 
by  all  the  hardships  of  war."  The  General  Lee,  who  was  neither  an 
time  has  not  yet  come  when  the  Alexmder  nor  a  Hannibal,  had 
history  of  the  great  Civil  War  in  such  odds  against  him  as  the^o  two 
America  can  be  fairly  and  impar-  great  captains  of  ancient  history, 
tiallv  written.  It  may  reasonably  we  doubt  whether  any  general  of 
be  doubted  whether  such  a  history  modern  history  ever  sustained  for 
can  frr.r  he  written  bv  any  one  who  four  years — a  far  lonirer  time  now- 

mm  • 

took  part  in,  or  was  an  eyewitness  adays  than  Hannibal's  fifteen  years 
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Seccssia's  noblest  sons — seized  hold    "to  bo  frank  with  the  world:  frankr 


failed  yet,  .and  who  will  not  fail  a  favour,  you  should  grant  it,  if  reason- 
now."     With   unanimous  voice   the  ablo;   if  "<»t,  tell  him  i*lululy  wliy  you 

soldiers  around  them  refused  to  ad-  «"»"*■,  >'»«  ™»  wro^  Mm  and  wrong 

..,..,»      ,      u   u     a  »»  a  yourself    bv  equivocation   of  unv   kind. 

vancc   until       I  nolo  Robert     went  Vvcr  d()  \v   wroilJf   Ulin|J  to  ;,mkc  tt 

to  the  rear.  Slowly  and  reluctantly  friend  or  keep  one;  the.  man  who  re- 
retiring,  General  Lee — the  light  of  quires  you  to  do  so  is  dearlv  purchased 
battle  still  flaming  in  his  eves—  at  a  sacrir.ee  Deal  kindly,  but  linnlvj 
was  dissua,l,l  from  his  purpose.  ^*$%  ^T^L  ^V£ 
But  it  would  he  idle  to  tell  those  all,  do  not  appear  to  others  what  you 
who  then  witnessed  him  that  his  are  not.  Jf  you  have,  any  fault  to  lind 
nature  was  cold  and  passionless,  or  w«tu  an>'  om\  tell  him,  hot  others,  of 


is,    that   Stonewall   Jackson,    Long-  Wo   phould  live   so  as  to   say  and    do 

street,    and   Stuart,    who    all    loved  nothing  to  the  injury  of   anyone      It 

f            •*.!                 i.i         /•!•  i      iv    x«  1*  nut  only  best  as  a  matter  of  i>nncii)le. 

Lee  with  more  than  filial   affectum  but  it  is  l!ic     th  t()           ftml  1|olu)l|1r    • 

and    respct,    would    never    permit  -tu  regard  to  duty,  let  me.,  in  con- 

him  to  he  called  cold  in  their  pre-  elusion  of  this  hasty  "letter,  inform  you 

Hence,      [t  is  the  more  necessary  to  thut  nearly  100  years  ago   there  was   a 

deny   the  truth  of  this  imputation,  clftvljn,f  ™™rkft^  /Jl»°™  *£  darkncus 

.•'...         ■                      .*.            »  — stdl   known    as    4l  the  dark   day' — a 

since   it    has    been    repeated    more  (lftv  whl5n  thc  litfnt  of   the    6Un   wa8 

than  once  since  his  death,  both  by  slowly  extinguished,  as  if  by  an  eclipse, 

friendly   and  unfriendly  commenta-  The  'Legislature  of  Connecticut  was  iu 

tors  upon  hi<  character.       It  is  re-  K 'ssion*  uml  °?  its  nioiinVrs  saw  the  un- 

u.,4^.1   i,«  oil    4ii««   :,  u„^,.,»  «*  i.:.,  expected    and    unaecountable    darkness 

butted  by  all   that  is  known  of  his  (roniins,  on>  th      Hl||iml  |n  lho          ml 

domestic  life  and  family  affections,  nwo   and    terror.     It  was    supposed    by 

The    following    letter    could    never  many    that   the   last   day— the   day   o'f 

have   been    written    by   one   whose  judgment— had    come.     Some    one*,    in 

heart  was  not  warmed  by  the  living  .l,*c  ''""Vernation   of   tin*   ln.ur   moved 

,.      ,     ,                       ..                 x.    ,n  an  adjournment.     Then  there  «nroso  an 

blood  of  an    unusually  sympathetic  M    Puritan    legator,    Davenport    of 

nature.     There  are  few  passages  in  Stamford,  and  said  that,  if  the  last  day 

the  English  language  which  deserve  l»a*l  eomc,  he   desired  to  be  found  at 

to  be  more  widely  known.     Thc  fa-  his  l*1™  (1"in-  !„is  l\uly;  illld  ll,iC'.r,'fore 

_ .    i.     ,     f    j   :      a     i  .    _       i.i  moved  that  candles  bo  brought  in,   so 

iiious  lines  of  advice  to  his  son  which  llmt  Ul0  Umw  vmM           ^  w}tll  ite 

Shakespeare  puts  into  the  mouth  of  duty.      There    was    quietness    in    that 

Polonius  may  surpass  General  Lee's  man's  mind,  the  quietness  of  heavenly 

letter  in  the  beauty  of  their  language  wUlom    and   inlleximV   willingness    to 

and  the  worldliness  of  their  wisdom,  lAuJ   !T"'nt .  d,.ll>\  J},,(^  th'»*  *  '£ 

but  they  lack  thc  Christian  tender-  vollr   dlllv  ln   nU   thin^   ijkl,the  old 

ness  and  purity  of  the  words  which  l'uritan.     You    cannot    do    more,    you 

follow.     The  letter  was  written   to  should  never   wish  to  do    le.-s.    Never 

his  eldest  son,  than  an  alumnus  \n  J1'1.  "Je  or  >'°1l,r1  mollrT  W1'ar  n,,°  -™j? 

the     Military     Academy     at    West  ^  for  any  laek  of  duty  on  your  part/» 

It    is    always    pleasant  to  know 

4 'You  must  study,"  writes  tho  father,  that  good  seed  has  not  fallen  upon 
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Livy  writes  of  one  of  them,  ealorh  times  to  be  misrepresented.  There 
an  frifjoriit  pat  Until  pur —  nulla  were  many  to  maintain  thai,  though 
lahore  nut  corpu*  fatujari,  nut  oni-  spotless  and  irreproachable,  ho  was 
nn/a  rinri  potevnt.  Standing  round  cold  and  unsympathetic,  and  that  bin 
the  camp-fire  upon  the  morning  in  immunity  from  human  vices  and 
question,  and  shivering  before  each  frailties  arose  from  absence  of  pas- 
blast  of  a  biting  wind  which  came  sion.  The  truth,  however,  is,  that 
from  the  frozen  north,  and  reminded  no  one  ever  had  a  more  human  heart 
the  sufferers  that  the  thermometer  than  (.Jeneral  Lee.  His  temper  was 
was  below  zero,  more  than  one  mem-  naturally  quick,  impetuous,  and 
ber  of  (leneral  Lee's  Staff  was  heard  choleric,  but  his  inexorable  and  ever- 
to  mutter  an  aspiration  for  a  glass  of  present  sense  of  duty — which,  as 
whisky-toddy,  or  some  other  alco-  will  presently  be  seen,  he  called 
holic  stimulant.  No  one  noticed  u  the  sublimest  word  in  our  lan- 
that  the  (Jeneral  took  any  cognis-  gunge'' — constrained  him  to  control 
ancc,  or  was  even  aware  of  this  every  passionate  impulse.  Hcing  in 
half-articulate  expression  of  a  wish,  his  fifty-fifth  year  when  the  Civil 
Jlut  presently,  emerging  from  bis  AVar  broke  out,  he  had  already  learned 
tent  with  a  stone  bottle  or  demijohn  to  check  his  natural  tendency  to 
under  his  arm,  he  drew  near  to  the  choler;  but  no  one  could  have  seen 
camp-fire,  and  said :  "(iciitlemen,  the  much  of  him  between  1M01  and 
morning  is  very  cold — the  kindness  INI15  without  perceiving  that  pas- 
of  a  friend  enables  me  to  oiler  you  sion  was  by  no  means  extinguished 
a  cordial ;  pray  bring  your  tin  cups  in  his  heart.  There  are  many  who 
and  taste  what  1  have  here."  There  remember  how,  upon  the  morning 
were  one  or  two  on -lookers  who  of  the  12th  of  May  1  Si; t,  »  sudden 
noticed  a  twinkle  in  the  old  soldier's  and  impetuous  onslaught  \\i\<  made, 
eye,  and  a  lurking  smile  upon  his  just  iifter  the  break  of  dawn,  by  a 
mouth,  which  taught  them  to  autici-  picked  body  of  Federal  troops,  whom 
pate  *•  a  sell."  Hut  the  majority  of  (Jeneral  (Jrant  launched  against  a 
the  company  hastily  fetched  their  salient  of  his  adversary's  lines  in 
drink  ing-cups,  and  stood  expectant  the  fore>U  of  Spotsylvania.  This 
round  their  chief.  The  cork  was  salient  was  occupied  by  .Johnson's 
drawn,  and  the  liquor  proved  to  be  division  of  Kwell's  Confederate 
butter-milk,  l-pon another ooca.- ion,  Corps.  The  Federal  onslaught  was 
two  members  of  his  Staff  sat  up  late  a  complete  surprise.  The  redoubt 
at  night  discussing  a  keg  of  whisky  whs  stormed  at  the  point  of  the 
and  a  problem  of  algebra.  Cpon  bayonet;  nearly  Himm)  rebels  were 
meeting  one  of  them  in  the  morning,  taken  prisoners,  and  IS  pieces  of 
(Jeneral  Lee  inquired,  as  uMial,  after  artillery  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
his  health,  and  learned  in  reply  that  assailants.  (Jeneral  Lee  regarded 
he  was  suffering  from  a  headache,  this  bit  of  success  as  being  attribu- 
u-\h,  Colonel,"  remarked  the  old  table  to  want  of  vigilance  and 
man,  *'  I  have  often  observed  that  courage  in  his  own  men.  Instantly 
when  the  unknown  quantities,  jr  and  throwing  him>elf  at  the  head  of  a 
y,  are  represented  by  a  keg  of  whisky  Texan  regiment,  he  waved  his  hat 
and  a  tin  cup,  the  solution  of  the  in  the  air,  and  prepared  to  lead  it 
equation  is  usually  a  headache  !"  forward.  No  man  who,  at  that  ter- 
We  are  tempted  to  linger  a  mo-  rible  moment  saw  his  flashing  eyes 
merit  longer  over  some  points  of  arid  sternly-set  lips,  is  ever  likely  to 
character  which  caused  t jeneral  Lee  forget  them.  JitiU  spurring  rapidly  to 
to  be  often  misunderstood,  and  some-  his  side,    Ucncral  (Gordon  —  one  of 
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Secossia's  noblest  sons — seized  hold  "to  bo  frank  with  the  world:  frank' 

of  bis  horse's  rein,  and  exclaimed:  ncss  is  the  child  of  honesty  and  courage. 

utu:,    nnnilMi   i  ,k/>    •     „rt  «i„«„  *^»  Say  just  what  you  moan  to  do  on  every 

This,  (.cnrral  Lee,  is  noplace  for  ocJailollf  and  \^kc  it  for  pnillU.d  that 

you !  these  arc  men  who  never  you  mean  to  do  right  If  a  friend  asks 
failed  yet,  and  who  will  not  fail  a.  favour,  you  should  grant  it,  if  reason- 
now."  With  unanimous  voice  the  ablw;  if  i»>t,  till  him  plainly  why  you 
soldiers  around  them  refused  to  ad-  ^nnot :  you  will  wron-  him  and  wrong 
^•1  ic  tt  i  t>  i  i.  n  j.  yourself  by  equivocation  of  anv  kind, 
vancc   until    "Undo  Robert     went  fcuVlT  (lo  J.x  ^miM,   tljim,  to  jnftkc  a 

to  the  rear.     Slowly  and  reluctantly  friend  or  keep  ouc;  the  "man  who  re- 
retiring,    (Jeneral   Lee — the  light  of  quires  you  to  do  so  is  dearly  purchased 


who   then   witnessed   him    that   his  are  not.    Jf  you  have  any  fault  to  lind 

nature  was  cold  and  passionless,  or  with  any  one,  tell  him,  not  others,  of 

that  his  tcmn-r   if  under  better  con-  what  vou  eoinplaiii;    there  is  no  more 

mat  nihicmjKi,  u  unucr  ocucr  con  (laill,ei.olls    experiment    than     that    of 

trol,  \va<  not,  au  Jowl,  as  impulsive  undertaking   to  be  one  thing  lKjfore  a 

as  that  of  AN  ashington.     Certain  it  man's  face  and  another  behind  his  back, 

is,    that   Stonewall   Jackson,    Long-  We   should  live   so  as  to   say  and    do 

street,    and   Stuart,    who    nil    loved  nothing  to  the  injury  of   any  one      It 

r            -+i     ,.    .. »   *i,„„   «i:„i    Aou,4.:AM  is  not  onlv  best  as  a  matter  of  principle, 

Lee  with  more   than  filial   affection  mU.  it  is  the  path  to  peace  and  honour, 

and    lvsp.-.-t,    would    never    permit  "in  regard  to  duty,  let  me,  in  con- 

hirn   to  be  called  cold  in  their  pre-  elusion  of  this  hasty  "letter,  inform  you 

sencc.      It  is  the  more  necessary  to  that  nearly  100  years  ago   there  was   a 

deny   the  truth  of  this  imputation,  ^n   ^lZ^le  S^iT  ^n3  A^»^ 

.    J     ..     .         ,                       *,            '  — still   known   as    "the  dark  day    — a 

since   it    has    been    repeated    more  day  wlleu  thc   1Wlt  of   tlie    8U^  wa8 

than   once  since  his  death,  both  by  slowly  extinguished,  as  if  bv  an  eclipse, 

friendly   and   unfriendly  commenta-  The  Legislature  of  Connecticut  was  in 

tors  upon  his  character.      It  is  re-  *cssion*  and  ay  its  members  saw  the  un- 

i„iivii   k„  „n    ji.„4-  ;,  u«^, ~c  k;«  expected   and    unaccountable    darkness 

butted  by  all  that  is  known  of  his  comInsc  on>  lh      sharV(l  |n  t]|0      I|cml 

domestic  life  and  family  affections.  aw«   and   terror.    It  was   supposed   by 

The    following    letter    could    never  many    that   the   last   day — the   day   of 

have   been    written    by   one   whose  judgment— had    come.     Some    one,    in 

hnirf  wis;  i-Mif  u-u»rnnff  hv  iho  livimr  the  consternation    of    thc    hour   moved 

heart  w^  not  wanned  by  the  hung  an  udjoummcnt      Then  there  <arosc  an 

blood  of  an    unusually  sympathetic  oW    Puritan    legislator,    Davenport    of 

nature.     There  arc  few  passages  in  Stamford,  and  said  that,  if  the  last  day 

thc  Knjrlish  language  which  deserve  ,l{l(1  come,  he   desired  to  be  found  at 

to  be  more  widely  known.     The  fa-  llis  l*1™,  d;,lm*  J}|s  d,,llv;  5Uul  then-fore 

i-          r     i   :      *    i  •              u*  i  moved  that  candles  be  brought  in.  bo 

mous  lines  of  advice  to  his  son  which  tlmt  the  1Ious0  roul(l  1>PIM;ccd  wlth  ite 

Shakespeare  puts  into  the  mouth  of  duty.     There    was    quietness    in    that 

l'olonius  inav  surpass  (J  en  era  I  Lee's  man's  mind,  the  quietness  of  heavenly 

letter  in  the  beautv  of  their  language  wisdom    and    inflexible   willingness    to 

and  the  worldlincss  of  their  wisdom,  ol;',Y  }>?M^  ,*"?'"''' I''  '/l?'.  *  {t 

but  they  lack  thc  Christian  tender-  Vour   duty  in   all   things   like   the  old 

ness  and  purity  of  the  words  which  Writun.    You    cannot    do    more,   you 

follow.     The  letter  was  written   to  should  never   wish  to  do    less.    Never 

his  eldest  son,  than  an  alumnus  in  \v\lT  w  your  mother  wear  one  grej 

the     Military     Academy     at    West  l^r  for  any  lack  of  duty  on  your  part  » 

It    is    always    pleasant  to  know 

"You  must  study,''  writes  tho  father,  that  good  seed  has  not  fallen  upon 
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Inrrcn  places.     The  young  man  to    tion,    supplier,    arm?,    ammunition— all 
whom  this  beautiful  letter  was  ad-    ln,\  t.f,,be  ."ducted  immediately.    The 


dug 
omnium,  one  of  the  most  promising    thcMj    departments    that    (Jem-nil    Lee 

and    exemplary   men    that   Virginia    J"'1     {\w    Ml"tiir>"    (,°l,I"il    addressed 

i  •  thciiwlves    with    the     utmost    enenrv. 

now  contains.  Thlr    n.su|t    waslf    th|lt    vlRr|l||ft   ^ 

W  ithin  the  limits  at  our  com-  hcr.-elf  wry  soon  in  a  condition  to  offer 
maml,  it  would  be  impossible  to  a  determined  resistance.  The  troops 
rehearse    the    leading     passages    of    ttt  variotls    camps   of   instruction   were 

Lee  s   military  career,  or   to   review  ^Jl^uJ^  VVTii-10''!?.  U,clr 
,..,,,![              *-i        i.    i           x       places,  and  tin;  work  of  drilling  the  raw 

analytically  the  constituent  elements  material  into  Mildier.*  went  raj.idlv  on: 

and  characteristics  of  his  genius  as  a  supplies  were   collected,  transportation 

soldier.     That  he  possessed  many  of  found,  workshops  for  the  construction 

the  natural  aptitudes    which   go    to  of  'I!™*  aml   ttni,,lunitio»    »*l»niii«   up: 

„     i  it       f  f  i         j.  •  Miiall  arms,  eannon,  cart nd^es,  hxed  and 

make  up  the  sum  of  a  great  captain,  oth(T  ummimi,j(m  \Vrrr  produced;   and 

became   abundantly    evident   during  in  a  time  which  now  seem-,  win  illy  inadc- 

tho    Mexican    War  of    ls-i-fl.     Man}-  quate  for  such  a  result,   the  Conimon- 

of   his   comrades  in    the    only   two  J™1"1  °.f  \irrini,i!  wus  P'M>' to  lako  lhc 

wars  wherein    Lee   ever  took    part,  1Kld  a^lIlHt  U,c  r^craU^vcniment." 
were  of  opinion  that  if  he  had  hold 

supreme  command  when  in  his  for-  "We  hazard  little  in  saying  that 
tieth  year,  lie  would  have  exhibited  to  this  end  no  one  contributed  ro 
greater  qualities  than  he  possessed  powerfully  as  (icncral  Lee.  lie  was 
when  called  upon  at  the  age  of  fifty-  the  first  to  laugh  bis  countrymen 
four  to  guide  the  military  destinies  out  of  their  Quixotic  notion  that 
of  the  Southern  States.  Those  who  discipline  was  of  little  or  no  value, 
believe  that  in  every  field  of  human  and  to  teach  them  that  an  armed 
endeavour  nature  occasionally  sup-  mob  full  of  courage  ami  enthusiasm 
plies  what  are  called  "  heaven-born  "  was  not  an  army,  lie  induced  the 
prodigies,  cannot  pretend  that  (Jenc-  many  hundreds  of  men  whom  the 
nil  Lee  belonged  to  this  rare,  if  not  South  poured  into  Virginia  to  sub- 
hypothetical,  class  of  beings,  lie  mit  patiently  to  daily  drill,  and  to 
was  above  all  things  a  painstaking,  put  their  faith  in  the  camps  of  in- 
uncmpirical,  and  scientific  soldier,  struction,  which  owed  their  cxist- 
Uy  constitution  he  was  a  rigid  causa-  ence  to  him.  His  resource,  in- 
tionist,  and  knew  as  well  as  Napo-  genuity,  and  inventiveness  wore 
Icon  that  great  ends  are  unattainable  inexhaustible,  and  while  inspiring 
until  the  means  which  produce  them  other  men,  he  allowed  them  to  ro- 
have  been  summoned  into  existence,  ccivc  all  the  credit  which  they 
Mr.  Cooke  tells  us  that  his  hero  hav-  claimed  for  their  activity.  If  Mr. 
ing  thrown  up  his  commission  in  Jefferson  Davis  had  not  found  in 
the  United  States  army,  found,  up-  18*>1  such  a  right  hand  in  Virginia 
on  repairing  to  Richmond  in  April  as  (Jeneral  Lee,  it  is  more  than 
1861,  that  the  South  was  utterly  doubtful  whether  the  battlo  of  Hull 
destitute  of  the  munitions  of  war  Run  could  ever  have  been  fought, 
essential  to  her  protection  : —  There     are    few    more    striking 

,..„,,,  ...    .  .     .  ,    ,  evidences  of  the  self-abnegation  and 

•'All,"  he  siav*,  "had  to  be  orgunUcd  ,„rt.i«,4„  „e  r  .,»,  „i  »       *       *u  ~  «u 

and    put  at    once  into    opemtion-thc  modesty of  Lee  s  character  than  the 

quartermaster,     commissary,    ordnance,  *act  that  for  more  than  a  year  after 

aud    other    department*.  "  Transports  the    commencement    of     the     great 
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American  struggle,  he  was  content  but  disaster,  Lee's  fame  might  have 
to  stand  unmurmuringly  aside  to  been  shared  or  diminished  by  that 
allow  inferior  men,  like  Generals  of  another  Virginian  luminary.  But 
Joe  Johnston  and  Beauregard,  to  impartial  history  will  eventually  pro- 
u  flame  in  the  forehead  of  tho  morn-  nounce  that  it  is  more  impossible 
ing  sky."  Nothing  was  more  com-  to  regard  either  Grant  or  Sherman 
mon  in  the  winter  of  1861  and  the  as  Lee's  equals,  than  to  maintain 
spring  of  1802  than  to  hear  men  that  Wellington  and  Bluchcr  were 
say  at  Richmond  that  Leo  was  u  of  greater  than  Napoleon  because  .they 
no  account,"  and  that  Sccessia  had  defeated  him  at  Waterloo.  If  in 
gained  little  by  his  accession  to  her  these  few  pages  we  endeavour,  how- 
cause.  Such  was  not  the  opinion  ever  inadequately,  to  draw  tho  at- 
of  Mr.  .Jefferson  Davis,  who  eagerly  tention  of  English  soldiers  to  Lee's 
longed  for  an  opportunity  to  put  great  qualities  as  a  commander,  es- 
him  in  command  of  tho  army  of  pecially  when  acting  upon  the  dc- 
Virginia.  At  length  such  an  oppor-  fensive,  we  do  so  in  tho  conviction 
tunity  presented  itself,  when,  on  the  that  the  campaign  of  1864  is  the 
last  day  of  May  1802,  General  Joe  finest  specimen  of  resisting  strategy 
Johnston  was  severely  wounded  at  that  the  history  of  any  nation, 
the  battle  of  Seven  Pines.  Upon  the  ancient  or  modern,  supplies.  It 
3d  of  June,  Lee  assumed  command  deserves  as  well  to  be  studied  in 
of  the  Confederate  Arm\-  of  Northern  this  light  by  professional  critics  like 
Virginia.  From  that  day  forward  Colonel  Hainlcy  or  -Colonel  Chcs- 
until  the  Oth  of  April,  1865,  his  life  ney  as  the  famous  campaign  of 
became  a  term  convertible  or  synon-  Napoleon  in  1706  to  be  viewed 
ymous  with  the  history  for  thirty-  as  a  model  of  scientific  offensive 
four  months  of  the  North  American  warfare.  And  we  are  but  repeat- 
Continent.  Upon  both  sides,  armies  ing  the  opinion  of  the  ablest  his- 
of  immense  magnitude  fill  tho  eye  torian  that  this  campaign  of  1864 
of  the  reader,  while  generals  succeed  has  yet  found — we  allude  to  Mr. 
to  generals,  strut  their  hour  upon  Swinton,  the  author  of  an  excellent 
the  stage,  and  then  are  seen  no  more,  book  called  4  The  Army  of  tho 
But  the  American  War,  as  it  recedes  Potomac' — when  we  say  that,  if 
further  and  further  into  the  distance,  tho  issue  of  the  American  War  had 
is  seen  to  have  derived  its  shape  and  depended  solely  upon  the  two  rival 
form  from  General  Lee  moro  than  armies  which  opposed  each  other  in 
from  any  other  individual  who  fought  Virginia,  the  Stars  and  Stripes  would 
upon  either  side.  It  would  bo  diffi-  never  have  floated  .above  the  Capitol 
cult  to  speak  or  think  of  tho  history  of  Richmond.  Vast  as  were  the 
of  Europe  between  1800  and  1815  resources  in  men  and  material  of 
without  having  the  tongue  and  brain  which  in  1864  General  Grant  dis- 
occupicd  exclusively  by  Napoleon,  posed,  it  was  not  by  General  Grant 
Similarly,  the  name  of  General  Lee  that  Richmond  was  taken,  but  by 
has  blotted  out  in  North  America  General  Sherman.  If  any  American 
all  recollection  of  those  by  whom  doubts  the  correctness  of  this  view, 
he  was  supported  or  opposed.  It  is  we  beg  to  refer  him  to  the  passage 
very  possible  that  if,  at  the  end  of  in  Mr.  Swinton's  book  which  dc- 
3862,  Stonewall  Jackson  had  been  scribes  the  hopelessness  and  dejoc- 
transf erred  to  tho  command  of  that  tion  of  General  Grant's  army  after 
Western  Confederate  Army  which,  their  bloody  repulse  at  Cold  Har- 
under  Bragg,  Joe  Johnston,  or  bour  upon  tho  3d  of  June  1864. 
Hood,  became  familiar  with  nothing  But,  in  addition  to  the  testimony  of 
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Mr.  Kwinton,  who  served  liiTnself 
with  the  Northern  army,  and  was 
an  eye  witness  of  the  deep  dejection 
which  he  describes,  wc  miff  hi  e:isily 
quote  many  other  farts  which  irre- 
fragably  substantiate  this  view,  and 
dissipate  the  sophisms  advanced  in 
the  ease  which  our  cousins  have 
submitted  to  the  Arbitrators  at 
Geneva,  that  the  battle  of  Gettvs- 
burg  was  the  death  of  the  Re- 
bellion. AY  hencver  the  private 
letters  of  Mr.  Stanton,  the  "War 
Secretary  at  Washington,  shall  see 
the  light,  it  will  be  conceded,  even 
by  the  most  thoughtless  of  readers, 
thai  if  the  fate  of  the  contest  had 
depended  solely  «»n  Lee  and  Grant, 
the  great  Republic  would  not  to-day 
lie  one  and  indivisible. 

*'tfo  irloomy."  «ay-  Mr.  Kwmtoii,  ll  was 
the  military  ohi!(n>k  it Tt  =  -r  llic  action  lit 
Cold  Harbour,  and  to  inch  ;i  decree. 
by  coMM'|ii'iiii;  had  tin*,  moral  spring 
of  tin*  puMic  mind  lu-i'i mil*  relaxed, 
t-liat  then-  ua-  at.  1 1 1 i  —  timi'  ^r«-j»t  Usui^rr 
of  a  <M>ll;ip-f  df  tln«  war.  Tie-  history 
of  lhi>  coiillirt,  tr.it!: fully  wiiitcn,  uiil 
•diow  tin*.  Tin-,  iinhivr".  (if  tin-  State 
Drpiirhut'Tit-,  \\\w\\  one  ii.iv  made  pub- 
lic, will  show  how  deeply  the  Gu\orn- 
meiil  v.  as  al]'«rt«'<l  by  tin*  win  it.  of 
military    Mi"  ■••• »,    and  'to    v. hat   rc-...lu- 

ti'MJS  th«"  Kvclltivc  h:ul  in  enll-eipUMiee 
roiiio.  Had  Mot  Mie  ■•■•■;..;  i  1-'  w  here  eoiiii' 
to  briirhliii  fie  horizon,  il  would  have, 
been  dillicilt  l-«  iai-e  u«-\v  forces  to  re- 
cruit th'-  Aivi.if  tin  Potomac,  which, 
hha!-.»-n  i;i  i;-  •  !:i:<tuiv.  Hm  \aIour 
qiii-ji"Ii',d  in  bio. iij.  and  1!n»u-ands  of 
it-  abh 't  (»!!"«■■  r<  Uiil'-.l  an>l  w-inud'tl, 
Hii-i  the  Ariiiy  of  the  Potomac  lio 
more.'' 

In  refe-i-n.-'  to  this  famous  c.im- 
pjiim  of  lsiH,  which,  although  Mr. 
Swinton  is  it-  hitherto  best  historian, 
still  stand.*  inii.di  in  tied  of  a*fomini 
or  a  Napier,  wo  lnve  but  space  for 
the  following  passage  from  General 
Lee's  last  biographer: — 

4'Tl»e  campaign  of  one  month."  hays 
Mr.  Ciinkr,  '-from  May  4  ti  »l mn-  4, 
ha<l  <o~t  tie*  K-  d-ral  commander  Ml.OOO 
men  and  :U»:k)  oIHc-ts.  while  the  loss 
of  Leu  did   not  exceed   IK, nun  men  {of 


whom,  fr.c  icir  oflitxi's).  The  result 
would  seem  an  unfavourable  comment 
upon  the.  choice  of  mute  made  by 
General  Grunt.  General  M'l.'lellau, 
two  yeara  before,  had  reached  Cold 
Harbour  with  trifling  lo.-sc;.  To  attain 
the  Mime,  point  had  cost  General  (imnl 
a  frightful  number  of  lives.  Nor 
could  it  I"'  Kiid  that  lie  had  any  im- 
portant successes  to  otV-ot  this  loss*,  lie 
haul  not  d'-featod  his  adversary  in  any 
of  the  battle-lields  of  the  campaign,  nor 
did  it  M-ein  thai  h"  had  htrickon  him 
any  >erious  blow.  The.  army  of  North- 
ern Virginia,  not  reinforced  until  it 
reached  Hanover  .function,  «md  then 
only  by  uhout  1WHH)  men,  bail  repulsed 
every  i^.-ault ;  and  in  a  lin-d  trial  of 
^tiviiiftli  with  a  force  va-tly  it.-,  superior, 
had  inllicted  upon  the.  enemy,  in  about 
an  hour,  a  los>  of  1:>,U00  men." 

"When  wc  urge  upon  military 
students  the  importance  of  giving 
an  attentive  study  to  this  campaign 
of  1H(54,  it.  may  be  as  well  to  whet 
their  appetite  by  stating  the  com- 
parative numbers  of  the  two  rival 
armies.  Lee's  numbers  upon  the 
1st  of  May  were,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, .~>n,oO(i  men.  Within  the 
month  he  was  joined  at  Hanover 
Junction  by  !M»;to  more.  <Jencral 
(■rant  opened  tho  campaign  in  com- 
mand of  J 1 1,1(1 1  men.  Within 
the  mouth,  and  in  fact  from  the  very 
commencement  of  the  bloody  >trug- 
gle,  (irant  received  reinforcements 
day  by  day,  which  amounted  to 
more  than  IOOjmmj  additional  men 
before  he  crossed  the  James  I'ivcr. 
44  Loo's  army,"  says  Mr.  Cook,  "small 
as  it  was,  was  wretchedly  supplied. 
Half  the  men  were  in  rag*,  and, 
worse  still,  were  but  one-fourth  fed. 
When  Lee  met  his  enemy  at  the 
commencement  of  May,  the  men  were 
gaunt,  halt -starved,  and  in  no  con- 
dition to  enter  into  so  arduous  a 
campaign."  We  submit  to  all  mili- 
tary readers  that  never  vet  did 
r>il,uni)  men  quit  them  more  glori- 
ously than  these  tatterdemalion  and 
starving  Southern  regiments.  "  Never 
let  mc  hear/'  says  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
**  that  brave  blood  has  been  shod  in 
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vain — it  sends  a  roaring  voice  down  great,  if  not  matchless,  qualities  as 
through  all  time."  It  is  not  neces-  a  defensive  soldier,  we  proceed,  in 
sary  to  comment  upon  the  magnifi-  conclusion,  to  offer  a  few  remarks 
cent  abundance  and  variety  of  food,  upon  the  causes  of  his  failure  when 
drink,  and  munitions  of  war  sup-  called  upon  to  assume  the  offensive, 
plied  to  the  250,000  men  who  fol-  or  to  tnrn  to  advantage  the  victories 
lowed  General  Grant ;  but  when  which  he  had  gained  when  acting 
military  ep:cures,  while  familiarising  on  the  defensive.  It  cannot  be 
themselves  with  every  detail  of  doubted  that  the  two  great  stains 
Worth  and  Sedan,  profess  them-  on  his  military  reputation  were,  first, 
selves  unable  to  study  the  irregular  his  omission  to  "use  up'*  the  Fed- 
conflieis  of  two  armed  American  eral  army  of  General  Burnside  before 
mobs,  we  venture  to  tell  them  that,  it  recrossed  the  river  Rappahannock 
in  all  that  constitutes  true  man-  after  the  battle  of  Fredericsburg ; 
liness,  the  Transatlantic  Civil  War  and  secondly,  his  handling  of  the 
far  surpasses  the  Franco -German  Confederate  army  in  the  Gettysburg 
conflict.  Nothing  is  easier,  says  the  campaign.  Anybody  who  carefully 
steward  of  Moliere's  miser,  than  to  studies  Lee's  military  genius  will 
give  a  great  dinner  with  plenty  of  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
money ;  the  really  great  cook  is  he  admirably  bold  when  weak,  but  that 
who  can  set  out  a  banquet  with  no  he  became  unduly  cautious  when 
money  at  all.  General  Grant  in  he  was,  comparatively  speaking, 
18G4  drew  upon  an  almost  inex-  strong.  To  our  thinking,  the  un- 
haustible  treasury;  General  Lee's  happiest  mistake  which  he  ever 
account  was  heavily  overdrawn  be-  made  was  his  rejection  of  the  earnest 
fore  the  campaign  began.  Never-  advice  offered  on  the  eve  of  the 
thelcss,  it  is  every  day  becoming  battle  of  Fredericsburg  by  General 
more  and  more  patent  that  Mr.  Swin-  J.  E.  B.  Stuart.  It  was  the  opinion 
ton  was  right  in  believing  that  the  of  this  fiery  young  Confederate  gen- 
ragged,  famished,  and  suffering  regi-  eral  that  Burnside's  host,  huddled 
xnents  of  Secessia,  numbering  alto-  together  in  and  about  the  little  city 
gcthcr  but  5!"),000  men.  would  have  of  Fredericsburg,  and  with  a  broad 
discomfited  their  250,000  pam-  and  deep  river,  spanned  only  by 
pered  and  surfeited  opponents,  if  three  pontoon-bridges,  in  its  rear, 
General  Sherman  and  his  Western  would  offer  little  resistance  if  vigor- 
army  had  not  revived  the  spirits  ously  attacked  on  the  night  of  the 
and  reanimated  the  courage  of  his  13th  or  14th  of  December — the 
drooping  eolleague  in  Virginia.  Vic-  battle  itself,  in  which  not  more  than 
trui  causa  Diis  phiruit^  sed  victa  25,000  Confederate  soldiers  had 
Catoni.  taken  active  part,  having  been  fought 
Having  paid  our  tribute  to  Lee's  on   the   13th.*     Unfortunately,  Lee 

*  The  following  extract  from  General  Lee's  official  report  upon  tho  battle  of  Fred- 
erictjburg  will  be  read  with  interest: — "The  attack  on  the  13th,"  Bays  he,  "had 
been  ho  easily  repulsed,  and  by  so  small  a  part  of  our  army,  that  it  was  not  supposed 
the  enemy  would  limit  his  efforts  to  one  attempt,  which,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of 
his  preparations  and  the  extent  of  his  force,  seemed  to  l>c  comparatively  insignificant. 
Believing,  therefore,  that  he  would  attack  us,  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  lose  tho 
advantages  of  our  position.  But  we  were  necessarily  ignorant  of  toe  extent  to  which 
he  had  suffered,  and  only  became  aware  of  it  when,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 0th,  it 
was  discovered  that  he  had  availed  himself  of  thedarkneBS  of  the  night  and  the  pre- 
valence of  a  violent  storm  of  rain  and  wind,  to  recross  the  river.  The  town  was  im- 
mediately reoccupied,  and  our  positions  on  the  river-bank  resumed." — Reports  of 
the  Operations  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  from  Jane  to  December  1863, 
vol.  i.  p.  43. 
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cherished   the  belief  that  Burnside  of    ceaseless    self-reproach.       "  If,'1 
would  renew  his  attack ;  and  he  was  said  he  on  many  occasions,  "  I  had 
satisfied    that,    in    that    event,    he  taken   General    Longstreet's   advice 
would  have  the  Federal  army  at  his  on   the  eve   of  the   second   day   of 
mercy.    But  when   the  morrow  of  battle  at  Gettysburg,  and  had  filed 
the  battle  passed  without  any  fresh  off  the  left  corps  of  my  army  behind 
attack  on  the  part  of  the  Federals,  the  right  corps,  in  the  direction  of 
it  was  a  lamentable  error  on    Lee's  Washington    and    Baltimore,    along 
part  not  to  have   attacked   shortly  the  Emmetsburg  road,   the  Confed- 
before  dawn  on  the  15th.     In   our  erates  would  to-day  be  a  free   pec- 
opinion,  such  an  attack  would  have  pie."     There  can  now  be  no  doubt 
led   to   the   capitulation   of  at  least  that  before  Gettysburg,  General  Lee 
one-half,  if  not  of  two-thirds,  of  Burn-  was,   to  use   a   homely    expression, 
side's   army ;    and    it   is    extremely  "  too  big  for  his  breeches."     Never 
doubtful  whether  it  would  not  have  had   the   Confederates   been  so   full 
ended  the  war.  European  recognition  of    fight;    and  on  the   first   day   of 
of  Southern  independence  could  hard-  battle,    the     Federals    who,     under 
ly  have  been  withheld  if  the  victory  General    Reynolds,   eame   into    col- 
of   Fredericsburg  had    been  turned  lision  with  Stonewall  Jackpon's  old 
into   a  Waterloo.     No   one   who   is  corps,    then  commanded   by   Ewell, 
acquainted  with    the  low  morale  of  were   driven   like   chaff   before  the 
the   Federals   after  their  bloody  re-  wind.     Lee's   true   policy,  after  re- 
pulse before  Marye's  Heights,  will  en-  connoitring  the  position  into  which 
tor  tain  any  doubt  that  during  those  by   the    merest   chance,   and   in   DO 
three  crucial  days  which  intervened  degree  by  his  own  deliberate  choice, 
between  the  battle  and  the   Federal  General    Meade   had    been    driven, 
retreat  across  the  river,  Lee  had  his  was  to  have  attained  from  attack- 
enemy    in    his  power      As    for    the  ing   his   enemy.     "  You   are.    at   the 
Federal    guns   on   Stafford   Heights,  head  of  an   invading  army,"   wrote 
of  which  the  lire,  according  to  some  Napoleon  to  Marmout  not  long  be- 
critics,   would   have   decimated    the  fore  the  battle  of  Salamanea,  "  and 
Confederates,    there   is  little    doubt  ought  never  to  fight  a  bat ih;  except 
that    their    projectiles    would    have  on  ground   of   your   own   choosing, 
been    equally    destructive    to    both  Ilriyaiiifti%  ni  ma  is ;    choose  your 
armies.           %  own  battle-field,  forec   your  enemy 
But  if  Lee's  inaction  after  Fred-  to   attack   you    upon    it,  ami   never 
cricsburg  was,  as  we  have  called  it,  yield  it  so  long  us  one  living  French- 
an    unhappy   or    negative    blunder,  man  is  left.'*     Wise  words,  which  it 
undoubtedly    the    greatest    positive  would   have   been   well    if    General 
blunder  of  which  he  was  ever  guilty  Lee — who,    by    the    by,    was    little 
wa*  the  unnecessary  onslaught  which  familiar    with     any    of    Napoleon's 
he    gratuitously   made    against    the  campaigns   or   maxims — had  known 
strong  position   into  which,  by  acci-  and    taken   to    heart    during    those 
dent,   General    Meade   fell    back   at  three  opening  days  of   July  which, 
Gettysburg.     We  have  good  reason  in  1SG3,  he  passed  in  Pennsylvania, 
for    saying     that,    during     the    five  But   even   after    the   second   day  of 
years  of  calm  reflection  which  Gen-  battle,   which   had   taught    him   the 
eral  Lee  passed   at   Lexington  after  strength    of    his    enemy's    position, 
the  conclusion  of  the  American  war,  there    was    time    for   him   to   have 
his    maladroit    manipulation   of  the  reconsidered      his      plan,      and      to 
Confederate  army  during  the  Gettys-  have  followed  General  Longstreet's 
burg  campaign  was  to  him  a  matter  advice.     We    close    the    volume    of 
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General  Lee's  life  with  the  convic-  which  civil  war  invariably  breeds, 
ttion  that  the  contemplation  of  this  They  will  acknowledge  before  long 
battle  of  Gettysburgh  will  for  ever  that  Lee  took  no  step  in  life  except 
prevent  his  being  ranked  as  a  great  in  accordance  with  what  he  regarded 
offensive  general.  But,  en  revanche,  as,  and  believed  to  be,  his  duty; 
when  it  became  necessary  for  him  and  they  will  hold  up  his  example, 
to  assume  the  offensive-defensive,  no  less  than  that  of  Abraham  Lin- 
he  will  bear  comparison  with  any  coin,  as  one  of  the  brightest  patterns 
general  of  modern  times.  His  whicli  they  can  set  before  their  chil- 
tactical  management  of  the  troops  dren.  Let  us  conclude  by  quoting 
which  drove  M'Clellac  away  from  one  final  story  which  ought  not  to 
before  Richmond  in  1862,  and  of  be  without  influence  upon  men  like 
those  which  won  the  battle  of  Chan-  General  Grant,  who,  although  owing 
cellorsville  in  1863,  is  above  all  his  elevation  in  life  to  the  magnifi- 
praise.  But  it  was  in  purely  defen-  cent  resistance  made  by  the  South, 
sive  strategy  that  he  most  shone.-  seems  now  to  lose  no  opportunity  or 
We  are  willing  to  stand  upon  the  demonstrating  his  vindicative  resent- 
campaign  of  1864,  and  to  abide  ment  against  Southern  men : — 
the  judgment  which  enlightened 
and  impartial  students  will  be  con- 
strained to  pass  upon  it.  u  A  still  more  suggestive  exhibition," 
The  fame  and  character  of  General  says  Mr.  Cooke,  "of  Lee's  freedom 
Lee  will  hereafter  be  regarded  in  f™m  .rancour,  was  presented  in  an 
T,  i  •  a  •  j  interview  which  is  thus  described  by  a 
Europe    and    in    America    under   a  citizen   of   the  North .    <  One   day   feat 

dual  aspect.  In  Europe,  we  shall  autumn,  the  writer  saw  General  Lee 
consider  him  merely  as  a  soldier ;  standing  at  his  gate,  in  Lexington,  talk- 
ed it   is   more   than   probable  that  ^  pleasantly  to  a  humbly-clad,   man, 

within  the  nresent  centurv  we  shall  wno,.  B1cemed  verv  »«*  pleased  at  toe 

witinn  tnc  present  century  we  snail  nidia!  courtesy  of  the  great  chieftain, 

have    accustomed    ourselves    to   re-  and  turned  off,   evidently  delighted,    as 

gard    him    as  third  upon  the  list  of  I  and    my  companions  came  up.    After 

English-speaking     generals,    and    as  exchanging    salutations,  and   in  answer 

having  been    surpassed    in  soldierly  *°  m*  <fuerioR;  th.e.  Ge.neral  «*&  P°m*- 

P      ,       ir     A             i           i  ttt   i  mg  to  the  retreating  form — "He  is  one 

capacity  by  Marlborough   and  Wei-  0f  our  old  soldiers  who  is  in  necessitous 

lingtou   alone.      In    America,    when  circumstances."     I  took  it  for   granted 

the  passions  of  the   great  Civil   War  that  it   was  some   Confederate  veteran, 

shall   have   died    out,    Lee   will    be  wh.e*     the     ™blc  "  ^e^     e^eftam 

,    ,                         7           .,  quietly  corrected  me  by  Baying  —  "He 

regarded  more  as  a  man  than  as  a  ?oughJon  the  other  side;  fcut  we  must 

soldier.       His   infinite    purity,    self-  not  think  of  that.'1    I  afterwards  ascer- 

denial,    tenderness,    and   generosity,  tained  —  not   from    General   Lee,    who 

will   make    his  memory   more     and  ne^r  alluded  to  his  chariticB--that   he 

more    precious   to    his    countrymen  SVS.dft t»e  S£ \% 

when  I  hey  have  purged  their  minds  but   had  sent  him   away  rejoicing  in  a 

of    the    prejudices    and    animosities  liberal  contribution  to hia  necessities. ' " 
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THE   AMERICAN    "REVOKE." 


I  remember,  a  great  many  years  that  T  do  not  accept  this  reasoning, 

ago,  to  have  played  a  party  at  whist  A  penalty  is  attached  to  a  revoke 

with  a  distinguished  American  poli-  solely    because  there    is    no   actual 

tician,  who  was  my   opponent  and  mode*  of  prohibiting  it;  and  the  next 

the  "  dummy."    The  game  was  long,  best  thing   to  do  is   to  accompany 

and  obstinately  contested,  and  won  it  by  a  fine  that  shall  stamp  it  as  a 

ultimately  by   the   American.      We  sort  of  capital  offence,  and  make  it, 

had  been  four  to  four,  when  the  last  an  it  is,  a  high  treason  to  the  game, 

heat  decided  the  struggle.      When  Of  course   the   task   of  exposure    is 

in  the    net  of  commencing  another  thrown    upon    the    injured ;    hence 

game,  my  mind  still  dwelling  on  the  it  is   not  to  be  expected  that    the 

events  of  the  preceding  one,  a  sud-  wrong-doer    would  prove  a   king's 

den  thought  struck  me  that  my  op-  evidence. 

fonent    must  have   "revoked."     If  That  such  a  transgression  should 

were  right  in  my  conjecture,  it  have  success  amongst  persons  of  even 

was  of  course  too  late   to  make  the  moderate    skill    must    naturally  be 

objection,  for  we  were  already  en-  a  rare  event,  and  would  imply  either 

gaged  on  a  new  party  ;  but  still,  as  great  weariness  or  great  inattention, 

a  matter  of  curious  interest,  1  thought  and  perhaps  even  accident  superad- 

I  should   ask    him   if  it    were    so.  (led  to  secure  it. 

"  Yes  sir,"  replied  ho,  promptly,  '•  I  That  a  man   may  risk   it  on  tlie 

did  revoke :  it  was  the  only  way  to  assumption  that  ho  is  prepared   for 

win  the  game."  *  the  cost  of  failure,  is  pretty  much  on 

He  made  the  avowal  without  a  par  with  the  morality  that  makes 
hesitation  or  any  shame,  for  his  a  man  take  a  shot  at  his  landlord, 
mode  of  regarding  the  incident  was  where  detection  might  be  death  or 
this:  The  penalty  of  a  revoke  is  transportation. 
the  loss  of  three  tricks  and  the  total  I  know  well  that  my  American  op- 
inability  of  the  revoker  to  scon;  the  ponent's  logic  was  totally  adverse  to 
game;  but  this  penalty  can  only  be  all  this;  and  I  am  the  more  careful  to 
imposed  on  discovery.  If  the  op-  say  so,  since,  had  he  taken  the  other 
posite  party,  from  any  deficiency  of  view  of  the  question,  nothing  could 
astuteness  or  attention  on  their  part,  have  induced  him  to  adopt  the  mea- 
fail  to  detect  this  lapse,  —  if  any  sun? — that  is  to  say,  that  had  he  not 
superior  address  on  my  part  enable  understood  a  revoke  to  be  a  fair  and 
me  to  blind  them  in  regard  to  my  legitimate  exercise  of  address,  he 
transgression, — I  have  a  right  to  a  would  not  have  practised  it. 
success  for  whose  failure  I  am  pre-  I  do  not  believe  the  world  con- 
pared  to  pay  the  penalty.  tains  more  genuine  kindness,   more 

It  was  to  his  argument  a  similar  hospitality,  nor  a  wider  benevolence, 

case   to  that  of  a  man  who  eng.-iges  than  is  to  be  found  amongst  Ameri- 

in    a   rebellion,    the   punishment   of  cans;  and  as  for  that  little-practised 

which   would  be  death,    but  whose  virtue  called  gratitude,  I  never  heard 

success    implies    the    victory   of    a  of  a  people  who   could  rival   them 

cause  and  great  personal  distinction,  in   the    recollection    of  even    small 

It  is  not  necessary  fur   me   to  say  favours.    But  they  have  one  defect  in 
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the  national  character,  the  offspring  We,  on  our  side,  were  equally  de- 

of  much  that  is  in  itself  commend-  cided  to  pay  for  no  other  losses  than 

able,  but  in   its  consequences  most  those  actually  incurred  by  the  four 

hurtful     occasionally,    and    always  escaped  vessels,  and  the  cost  imposed 

liable  to  great  injustice,  and  this  is  by  pursuit  of  them, 

the    passion    for    success.    Let  the  It  might  be  supposed  that,  with 

question  in  dispute  be  a  treaty  or  a  an  open  and  palpable  divergence  of 

party  at  euchre; — let  it  be  a  great  opinion,    negotiation    was    actually 

commercial    transaction,     a     party  impossible.      Between    the    people 

struggle,  a  vote  of  Congress,  a  new  who  intended  to  include  anything 

line   of  rail,   or  a  game  of  poker;  in    the   universe  in  their    demand, 

— an  American  throws  himself  into  and   they  who    refused  to  pay  for 

the   struggle  with  such  a  headlong  anything  beyond  a  well-defined  loss, 

energy,  that  while  in  the  begiuning  there  could  be  no  common  ground 

he  sacrifices   time,   fortune,   health,  The    opinion    seems,    however,    to 

and  would    even    risk    life  in    the  have  prevailed   on  both  sides,  that 

cause,    in  the   end   he    flings  away  the  matter  might  be  talked  over; 

scruples,  and  would  dare  everything  and  the  more  effectually  to  conciliate 

to  win.     The  captain  of  the  typical  the  susceptibilities  of  our  cousins,  it 

river-steamer,  who  sits  on  the  safety-  was  proposed  the  discussion  should 

valve,     is     the    national    emblem :  take  place  on  their  side  of  the  At- 

"  Burst  but  beat  them,"  might  be  the  lantic. 

legend.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  explain  it-»- 

The  distinction  which  a  man  ac-  I  doubt  if  it  be  capable  of  expiana- 
quires  in  America  by  "smartness"  tion — but  the  fact  is  freely  admitted, 
has  lately  received  some  startling  that  whether  the  contest  be  a  chess 
illustrations,  and  we  have  seen  with  contest,  a  rowing-match,  a  pugilistio 
what  more  than  mercy  a  man's  fail-  encounter,  a  theological  discussion, 
ings  can  be  dealt  with  whose  trium-  or  a  treaty,  there  is  an  immense 
pliant  successes  in  trade  have  made  gain  to  the  party  which  has  the 
him  an  object  of  wonder  and  envy,  issue  decided  on  its  own  ground. 
What  is  done  amongst  European  na-  How  far  we  speculated  on  the  bene- 
tions  by  crosses  and  crescents,  by  ti-  fit  this  courtesy  on  our  part  might 
ties  and  designations  of  honour,  is  in  have  acquired  for  us,  any  more  than 
America  accomplished  by  a  certain  by  the  flattery  implied  in  the  high 
acclamation  of  public  opinion  that  rank  and  station  of  the  negotiators 
proclaims  a  man  a  marvel  of  acute-  we  sent  out,  is  not  safe  for  me  to 
ness  or  a  millionaire.  These  are  the  guess.  My  own  impression  is,  how- 
"  titles "  that  confer  honour  in  the  ever,  that  the  Americans  are  begin- 
model  Republic;  and  no  one  who  ning  to  be  less  susceptible  of  these 
has  not,  seen  what  it  is  to  be  a  "  re-  blandishments  than  they  were  some 
roarkable  man"  in  the  States,  can  years  back;  and  that  as  what  doc- 
fashion  to  himself  what  it  is  to  have  tors  call  a  difrusable  stimulant,  a 
an  ascendency  above  his  fellows.  lord    has    lost  considerably    of   his 

When  the  Alabama  question  came  power    as    an    exciting    and    tonic 

on  for  consideration,  in  consequence  agent. 

of  the  refusal  of  the  Senate  to  ratify  At  all  events  it  was  to  be  a  trial 

the  Johnson-Stanley  treaty,  the  Am-  of  sharp  wits,   and    the  Americans 

ericans  placed  on  record  their  deter-  selected  the  men  who  were  adepts 

urination  not  to  accept  a  settlement  in  the  game.     It  was  clear  enough, 

which    should    exclude    contingent  if  one  party  could  not  talk  over  the 

and  consequential  damage.  other,  there  was  nothing  to  be  done. 
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A  compromise  alone  could  settle  the  game;  it  is  not,  if  you  like, 
a  dispute  in  which  each  side  had  "logical  or  grammatical;  — but  as 
his  connections ;  and  the  discussion  we  did  not  detect  it,  and  as  the 
opened  as  it  ought  by  great  profes-  cards  have  been  shuffled  and  mixed, 
sion  of  mutual  esteem,  and  frank  it  is  only*  fair  to  own  that  wc  have 
concession  on  each  side  that  a  state  lost,  and  the  best  we  can  make  of 
of  unfriendliness  or  even  estrange-  the  case  is,  that  it  is  only  the  first 
ment  between  them  was  alike  un-  game  of  the  rubber, 
reasonable  and  unfortunate.  I  have  been  told  that  when  cards 
That  the  Queen  herself  should  arc  produced,  and  a  party  at  euchre 
express  sorrow  at  the  injuries  caused  or  poker  is  proposed  in  a  Mississippi 
by  the  Alabama  and  her  consort  steamer,  a  very  usual  question  is, 
seemed  a  primary  consideration  of  whether  the  players  are  to  play  with 
the  American  negotiators,  and  in  the  or  without  the  advantages — that  is, 
degree  of  importance  they  appeared  whether  "cheating  is  in"  or  not: 
to  attach  to  this  point,  our  diplo-  and  why,  in  the  name  of  all  intel- 
matists  very  possibly  thought  they  ligenoe,  was  there  nobody  to  ask 
detected  the  weakness  of  a  repub-  whether  the  treaty  was  to  be  nego- 
lican  people  eager  to  obtain  such  a  tinted  with  or  without  the  advan- 
concession  from  a  haughty  monarchy,  tages?  Mr.  Osborne  tells  us  that 
There  was  consummate  address  in  the  American  Commission  was  com- 
the  way  the  Yankees  seemed  to  lay  posed  of  free,  astute,  and  experienced 
such  stress  upon  an  admission  merely  lawyers' — contentious  lawyers,  he 
addressed  to  the  susceptibility  of  the  rails  them;  and  we  had,  on  our 
American  people,  for  it  enabled  them  side,  a  baud  of  amateur  diplomatists 
without  anything  like  abruptness  to  who  never  drew  a  treaty  in  their 
diverge  into  the  regret  felt  in  the  lives — one  of  whom,  however,  was 
l(  States'1  at  the  tone  of  unfricndli-  distinguished  as  the  man  who  first 
ness  displayed  by  England  during  introduced  us  to  competitive  exa- 
the  Civil  War.  This  theme  once  ruinations,  and  illustrated,  possibly 
opened,  offered  a  vast  field  for  illus-  in  himself,  the  immense  superiority 
tration;  for  not  only  did  it  display  of  an  intellectual  measurement.  The 
the  actual  wrongs  such  a  sentiment  very  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to 
of  estrangement  might  occasion,  but  appeal  to  them  that  we  were  play- 
it  opened  a  vista  to  innumerable  ing  on  the  square  and  "  without  the 
possibilities  that  might  "grow  out  advantages" — that  the  men  we  de- 
of"  this  unfriendliness.  It  was  in  puted  to  play  wore  but  mufifa,  not 
this  way,  and  by  a  transition  so  fit  to  encounter  them — and  good- 
gentle  as  to  be  unappreciated,  that  naturedly  to  say,  Don't  make  the 
consequential  damages  were  at  first  stakes  too  high ;  let  us  pay  what 
hinted  at,  then  expatiated,  then  and  will  mark  our  sense  of  having  lost 
at  last  insisted  on ;  and  in  this  way  the  game,  and  our  heartfelt  shame 
it  was  the  Americans  managed  to  at  the  choice  wo  had  made  of  our 
revoke,   and  we  never   detected  it  champions. 

It  is  quite  true  it  was  the  only  way        The  Americans  arc  good  fellows 

to  win  the  game  ;  but  it  is  equally  at   bottom ;   and   when    they    hare 

true  we  have  lost  it.     Mr.   Glad-  had  their  laugh  at  our  blundering 

stone  may  declare  the  reverse:  he  attempt  at  diplomacy,  I  do  not  sus- 

may  assert  that  logically  and  gram-  pect  they  will  want  to    mulct    us 

matically  there  was  no  ambiguity  in  heavily,    hut  be  satisfied   with  the 

the  treaty — that  is  to  say,  he  may  intellectual   victory,  and  a  trifle  of 

declare  that  a  revoke  is  not  part  of  money  to  record  it. 


1872.]  The  American  "Revoke."  367 

[We  think  it  only  fair  to  Cornelius  O'Dowd  to  quote  what  he  said  in 
one  of  his  papers,  '*  America  as  an  Ally,"  in  the  Magazine  for  August 
1866,  at  the  time  when  America  had  behaved  well  in  our  Fenian  troubles. 
Five  years  ago  O'Dowd  wrote  in  our  pages  as  follows : — 

"I  wish  I  were  in  a  position  to  give  power  to  my  counsels,  and  I  would  say, 
Now  is  the  time  not  to  be  outdone  in  generosity.  Let  there  be  no  higgling,  no 
bargaining;  grasp  manfully  and  warmly  the  hand  that  is  outstretched  to  yon, 
and  let  the  feeling  between  the  two  nations  be — not  the  conventional  amity  of 
Cabinets,  but  the  hearty  tone  and  affection  of  two  kindred  peoples. 

44  We  have  fishery  rights  to  discuss,  and  there  are  some  unsettled  claims 
about  the  Alabama  which  we  refuse  to  admit. .  Now  is  the  time  to  settle 
both  in  a  spirit  that  will  show  America  we  are  not  insensible  to  the  value 
of  her  friendship  or  the  force  of  her  example.  If  it  should  be  said, 
Whence  comes  this  new  ardour  of  Cornelius  O'Dowd  for  our  American 
cousins  ?  How  has  this  new  light  broken  in  upon  him  ?  Has  the  condition  of 
Europe,  the  threatening  attitude  of  France,  the  character  of  the  man  who  rules 
her,  nothing  to  say  to  this  sudden  and  strange  conversion?  And  my  answer  is, 
It  is  precisely  out  of  these  causes  that  I  see  the  necessity  of  England  having  one 
ally  who  is  above  being  subsidised,  but  not  above  being  esteemed.  It  is  because 
out  of  the  present  convulsions  may  come  a  war  in  which  France,  strengthening 
herself  by  the  most  powerful  of  the  late  combatants,  may  think  fit  to  begin  that 
work  of  revisal  of  the  treaties  of  '15  which  she  has  so  significantly  hinted  at,  and 
whose  formation  she  well  knows  was  in  the  main  the  work  of  England.  It  ia 
because  I  see  this,  and  that  I  see  besides  we  have  neither  true  friend  nor  well- 
wisher  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  I  would  draw  closer  to  those  who,  once  our 
narrow  squabbles  are  forgotten,  could  not  but  regard  the  old  country  with  affec- 
tion, and  would  never  stand  coldly  by  to  see  her  assailed  by  overwhelming  odds, 
or  crushed  beneath  the  united  forces  of  despotism. " 

We  wish  O'Dowd  were  in  this  country  at  present,  to  give  us  his  views 
at  full  length  on  the  present  aspect  of  the  Alabama  claims.  Nobody,  we 
are  sure,  would  be  better  on  the "  quaint  audacity  and  rapacity  of  the 
American  claims,  which  our  blundering  has  made  such  a  very  serious  ques- 
tion both  to  this  country  and  the  United  States. — Ed.] 
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MINISTERS   BEFORE   PARLIAMENT. 

Just  three  years  ago  Mr.  G-lad-  Liberal,  which  is  not,  for  some  cause 
stone  stood  in  the  House  of  Com-  or  other,  dissatisfied  with  the  Govern- 
mons,  in  a  new  Parliament,  with  a  ment*  All  may  not  desire  its  over- 
majority  of  at  least  a  hundred  mem-  throw ;  but  all  are  so  estranged  that 
bers  at  his  back.  The  power  which  pretence  of  a  Ministerial  party,  in  * 
he  could  wield  was  greater  than  had  proper  sense,  is  at  an  end.  There 
belonged  to  a  Minister  since  the  day  arc  good  reasons  why  resignation 
of  the  first  Reform  Bill.  It  was  the  should  not  be  forced  on  the  Ministry, 
boast  of  his  supporters  in  the  press  — nay,  why  the  opportunity  of  resign- 
that  very  many  Liberal  members  had  ing  should  not  be  afforded  it  for  the 
been  sent  to  Westminster,  pledged  present.  But  if  it  lives  on  through 
not  so  much  to  the  pulling  clown  of  the  session,  it  will  experience  a  great 
any  institution  in  particular,  as  to  change  in  its  conditions  of  life.  Its 
the  support  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  who  influence  will  be  gone ;  its  power  to 
was  relied  on  for  thoroughly  grati-  originate  and  shape  measures  that 
fying  the  desires  of  the  constituencies,  may  be  acceptable  to  the  country 
Thus  the  obedience  was  personal;  will  be  greatly  circumscribed:  in- 
and,  as  far  as  (he  House  of  Com-  stead  of  being  looked  to  as  the 
mons  was  concerned,  the  Minister  index  of  business,  or  of  having 
was  an  autocrat.  There  seemed,  possession  of  the  strings  which  are 
too,  to  be  a  certainty  that  his  power  to  regulate  the  phenomena  of  the 
would  last;  for  the  favor  of  the  political  etagc,  it  is  like  to  be  catc- 
people  had  been  expressed  so  loudly,  chised  and  set  upon  with  much  free* 
and  with  such  demonstration,  that  dom ;  where  it  once  was  absolute, 
it  could  hardly  be  withdrawn  for  it  will  exist  by  sufferance,  and  pro- 
any  but  the  most  pressing  causes;  bably  spend  half  the  session  in 
and  those  who  regarded  his  popu-  sneaking  in  its  own  defence.  These 
larity  only,  and  thought  nothing  of  changed  circumstances  will  cause 
his  previous  history,  deemed  that  Mr.  Gladstone  to  appear  in  a  new 
his  sway  was  established.  After  character — that  of  a  Minister  in  dif- 
considering  this,  one  stands  amazed  Acuities,  not  secure  of  oflice  from 
at  the  state  of  things  to-day  appar-  day  to  dav,  pressed  hard  and  per- 
ent.  One  endeavours  in  vain  to  haps  cruelly;  taunted,  reviled,  tri- 
comprehend  the  ingenuity  in  sink-  uniphed  over.  Curiosity  will  no 
ing,  which  in  three  years  could  dis-  doubt  be  excited  to  mark  how  he 
si  pate  so  many  and  so  great  ad  van-  will  deport  himself  in  adversity, — 
tages,  and  lay  the  lately  popular  whether  he  will  show  self-posses- 
Minister  open  to  the  reproach  of  siou,  dignity,  patience,  and  ability 
every  party  in  the  kingdom.  The  to  retrieve  a  commanding  position ; 
reverse  is  so  great  that  it  is  hard  to  or  whether,  losing  self-command, 
find  a  parallel  to  it  temper,    confidence,    he  will    fence 

For  the  fourth  time  Mr.  Gladstone  weakly  fur  a  time,  and  finally  sue* 

meets,   after    the    long    recess,    the  cumb,   not    a    }>eatcn    only,   Lut.    a 

same  House  which  almost  made  him  broken,  Minister.     There  are  so  often 

dictator — but  how  changed  are  the  in    men   qualities   unsuspected   until 

circumstances!    There  is  not  a  sec-  a  demand  is  made  upon  them,  that 

tion  of  the  House,  Conservative  or  it  would  be  presumptuous  to  pre- 
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diet   how   he  will    receive    attack,  statesman  in  difficulties  must  know 
or   how   he   will  retreat      In  hu-  how  to  6often  little   animosities,  to 
man   minds,  as  in  human    persons,  conciliate  waverers,  to  postpone  his 
the    combinations  are  infinite ;  and  own  mere  will  to  the  desires  of  the 
no      two    spirits,     probably,    have  body  which  he  wishes  to  lead,  if  he 
been  exactly  similar  since  the  div-  would    com      successfully    through, 
ine   afflatus    first    animated    a    hu-  Hitherto,  reproaches,  sneers,  or  even 
man  form.      Therefore  it  is  impos-  good-humored  banter,  have  greatly 
sible    to   judge    with   certainty    of  irritated  Mr.  Gladstone;  and  a  man 
what  a    man    may   do    from   what  who  cannot  bear  these  things  when 
other  men,  whose  characters  some-  he  is  victorious,   is  sure  to  wince 
what   resemble  his,  may  in  similar  and  rage  when  they  are  directed  to 
circumstances  have  done.     Yet  such  him  in  his  trials.     The  very  difficul- 
comparisons,  with  what  we  already  ties   which   surround    the    Minister 
have  discovered  to  be  in  the  man,  — nearly  all    of  them   of  bis    own 
must    be    our    guides    in   judging,  creating  —  show    a    much     greater 
And,  estimating  by   these    criteria,  aptitude  for  marring  a  good  position 
we    say   that,  although   Mr.    Glad-  than  for  improving  a  bad  one.     We 
stone  may  astonish  us  by  a  brilliant  have  never  observed  in  Mr.  Glad- 
encounter  with    his  difficulties,  and  stone  the  temper,  patience,  or  tact, 
by   coming    out  of   them  a  victor,  or,  above  all,  the  constancy,  neces- 
yet  that  he   will   astonish  us  very  sary  to  a  creditable  encounter  with 
much    indeed   if  he    shall    achieve  many  crosses.     In  making  this  fore- 
those   things.      We  fully   expect   a  cast  of  what  is  to  be  expected  from 
very    different    event.       We    very  the  Prime  Minister  personally,  we 
much  doubt  Mr.  Gladstone's  ability  have  left  out  of   consideration  the 
to   sail   successfully  on  a  wind,  but  character  of  the  troubles  which  be- 
look  rather  to  see  him  baffled,  wea-  set  him,  and   the  opinion  that  they 
ther-beaten,  and  finally  discouraged :  followed,  as  the  night  the  day,  from 
and  we  think  that   we  have   good  the  conditions  under  which  he  took 
reason    for    our    expectation.     He  office.     On  those  heads  we  propose 
has  had  many  disagreements  in  his  to  speak  further  on;  but  it  is  time 
public  life,  but  we  do  not  remember  now   that  we  say  something  of  the 
such  a  thing  as  a  reconciliation   in  affairs  which  are  agitating  the  coun- 
his   whole   career.     The  differences  try,  and  of  the  attitude  of  parties. 
have  begun  in  some  eccentric  move  Before  to-day,  no  doubt,  English 
of  his,  which  has  called  forth    the  Ministers  have  had  to  endure  vio- 
remonstrance  of  his  friends ;  he  has  lent  attacks,  to  face  perplexing  ques- 
not  yielded,  but  has  obstinately  per-  tions,  and  to  wrestle  with  persistent 
sisted  in  his   act  which    has    given  contradictions;     but    never    before, 
offence,  whether  it   affected  matter  we  suppose,  did  Ministers  attract  to 
of  great  or  of  small  importance ;  the  themselves  condemnation  on  so  many 
breach  has  become  irreparable,  and  counts  and  from  so  many  quarters, 
Mr.     Gladstone     has    sought    new  as  our  present  rulers  whom  we  are 
alliances.      When  his    admirers    or  contemplating.     To  an  imaginative 
supporters  have   been  anxious  only  mind     their   blind    perversity   must 
to    keep  his   course  straight,    so  as  suggest  the  leading  of  an  evil  genius, 
that   they   might  still  bestow   their  The  mere    catalogue   of   the    com- 
fevour  on  him,  he  has  been  ready  to  plaints  is   a  study.'11     But  foremost 
break  with   them  utterly.     Now,  a  among  their    blunders,  and  widely 

*  We  extract  the  subjoined  from  the  London  '  Examiner '  of  the  10th  February, 
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separated  from  the  rest  by  its  mag-  consented    to  put    the  destinies  of 

nitude   and   the    momentous    issues  the    co tinny    into  Mr.    Gladstone's 

depending  on  it,  stands  the  dispute  hands,  are  smarting  too  for  no  fault 

with  America.      If   that   is  a   diffi-  of  theirs. 

culty  to  them,  much  more  is  it  a  The  reply  of  the  United  States' 
difficulty  and  an  affliction  to  the  Government  (we  take  for  granted 
whole  nation.  We  will  follow  the  that  tho  despatch  of  our  Foreign 
example  of  speakers  in  Parliament,  Minister  was  in  substance  expres- 
and  not  assume  that  the  end  of  this  sive  of  the  feeling  and  resolution  of 
matter  will  be  most  deplorable ;  at  the  nation)  may  of  course  be  wholly 
the  same  time,  we  can  hardly  ex-  satisfactory  to  us,  or  it  may  be  the 
pect  that  they  who  have  bungled  so  reverse  of  satisfactory,  or  it  may 
grievously  already,  are  likely  now  correspond  to  one  of  an  infinite 
to  retrieve  their  mistakes  and  con-  number  of  degrees  between  the  two 
duct  the  affair  to  an  issue  that  shall  extreme  characters.  It  would  ap- 
gatisfy  the  kingdom.  But.  refraining  pear  from  letters  and  printed  articles 
from  prediction  of  the  event,  we  say  which  have  reached  this  country 
that  at  this  moment  the  country  is  from  America,  that  there  is  still 
suffering  from  the  ascertained  results  some  chance  that  the  demands  of 
of  tho  unlucky  Treaty.  Commerce  the  United  States,  drawn  up  by 
has  already  received  a  shock  from  Cabinet  Ministers  and  lawyers,  may 
which  it  cannot  recover  while  we  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the  peo- 
are  doubtful  of  the  disposition  of  pie.  They  will  not  receive  that 
the  United  States  in  reference  to  sanction  if  the  people  of  the  States 
the  remonstrance  which  has  been  in  any  degree  respond  to  the  feeling 
addressed  to  their  Government,  with  which  the  people  of  England 
This  paralysis  of  trade  is  a  most  consented  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
serious  damage,  and  it  is  due  to  the  Com  mission.  It  can  scarcely  be  de- 
incapacity  displayed  in  negotiating  nied  to  us  that  our  endeavour  was 
the  Treaty.  It  is  likely  that  many  to  make  every  honourable  and  ra- 
who  took  pains  to  place  Mr.  Glad-  tional  concession,  to  reduce  our  own 
Stone  in  power,  are  this  day  smart-  demands  as  low  as  possible  that  our 
ing  severely  for  their  support  of  moderation  might  be  apparent,  and 
him ;  and  it  is  unfortunately  but  by  a  great  effort  and  acceptance  of 
too  likely  that  many  others  who,  responsibility  for  deeds  which,  when 
like    ourselves,   never    would    have  enacted,    we  believed   to   be  within 

which  will  hardly  t>e  suspected  of  over-stating  tho  coming  trouble*  :  *'  Perils  without 
number  l>eset  the  Government.  They  were  many  and  great  at  the  close  of  last  ses- 
sion, and  they  have  been  accumulating  during  the  recess.  The  crabbed  language  of 
Mr.  GladKtone  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  when  speaking  of  the  Alabama  difficulty, 
shows  that  he  exacts  blame  for  the  Treaty  of  Washington.  He  is  threatened  with  a 
vote  of  censure  next  week  for  his  sharp  practice  in  tho  promotion  of  Sir  Robert  Collier. 
If  he  escajK'R  that  embarrassment,  he  will  be  attacked  on  the  Megrera  and  Admiralty 
administration.  If  he  can  pilot  his  unseaworthylCabinet  through  that  storm,  he  will 
be  taken  to  task  for  his  avoidance  of  the  real  question  of  Army  Hcforml  towards  which 
the  preliminary  step  was  ho  laboriously  and  violently  taken  last  year  in  tho  abolition 
of  Purchase.  If  ho  can  fight  his  way  through  this  trouble,  he  runs  a  risk  of  being 
torn  asnundcr  by  the  combatants  over  the  religious  and  ecclesiastical  questions  that 
have  been  provoked,  mainly  by  the  blundering  of  his  Cabinot.  Where  is  there  safety 
for  him  V  The  beRt  hope  of  a  (Government  that  was  vaunted  as  tho  strongest  erer 
known,  is  in  the  declaration  of  Lord  Derby  and  other  Conservatives,  that  they  are  not 
at  present  prepared  to  take  office. " 
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our  rights,  to  bury  the  hatchet,  and  selves  to  a  course  of  action,  ascertain 
to  be  henceforth  on  such  friendly  the  feelings  of  their  countrymen ;  and 
terms  with  the  United  States,  as  we  may  apprehend  that  in  this  case 
people  of  that  country  and  of  this  Ministers  have  not  acted  without 
strongly  and  persistently  declare  assuring  themselves  of  popular  sup- 
that  they  desire  to  be.  If  the  peo-  port.  There  is  danger,  too,  that, 
pie  of  the  States  consider  this,  they  without  intending  ultimately  to 
will  surely  never  approve  of  the  de-  break  with  us,  America  may  so  pre- 
mand  from  their  side  being  so  ex-  sume  upon  the  non-combatant  dis- 
travagant  as  to  prohibit  our  proceed-  position  of  our  present  Government 
ing  with  the  arbitration.  They  will  as  to  push  her  demands  to  an  extent, 
be  above  taking  advantage  of  the  im-  or  in  a  manner,  which  this  nation 
becility  of  our  unfortunate  Commis-  will  not  endure, 
sioners.  and  will  decide  according  In  judging  of  the  action  taken  by 
to  the  spirit,  not  the  letter,  to  with-  America,  we  must  remember  that 
draw  all  claim  for  indirect  and  con-  diplomacy  is  an  art  in  the  practice 
structive  damages,  and  to  submit  of  which  each  side  is  expected  to  be 
only  such  demands  as  we  understood  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  at 
to  be  within  the  field  of  the  Treaty,  any  rate  to  say  what  it  means,  and 
They  have*  had  the  gratification  of  to  mean  what  it  says.  The  idea  of 
exposing  in  an  unmistakable  way  straining  an  agreement  to  the  utmost 
the  inferiority  of  our  negotiators:  extent  that  its  words  admit  of)  is 
perhaps  a  logician  or  a  lawyer  could  unfortunately  not  peculiar  to  Amer- 
not  refrain  from  having  his  quip  at  ica;  but  all  over  the  world  it  seems 
our  innocent  diplomatists ;  but  hav-  to  be  an  understood  axiom  that  con- 
ing enjoyed  this  triumph,  the  Ame-  tracts  must  be  drawn  up  by  persons 
rican  people  may  now,  with  the  best  who  have  a  precise  idea  of  what  they 
possible  grace,  take  a  liberal  view  of  desire  to  secure  for  their  clients,  and 
the  question.  Instead  of  surrender-  who  are  able  to  put  that  idea  into 
ing  an  advantage  by  not  seizing  the  clear  and  unmistakable  words.  Let  ■ 
litigious  opportunity,  they  will  gain  the  party  that  is  inefficiently  repre- 
immeust'ly  in  demonstrating  to  the  sented  beware,  for  the  young  dace  is 
world  that  they  are  influenced  by  a  lair  bait  for  the  old  pike.  Last 
great  and  noble  considerations,  so  session,  and  long  before  the  publi- 
that  the  weakness  of  the  Treaty  will  cation  of  the  claims,  the  practised 
still  benefit  them  highly.  That  eye  of  Lord  Cairns  saw  on  reading 
they  may  be  guided  to  a  liberal  and  the  Treaty  of  Washington  that  it 
friendly  decision  is  our  earnest  de-  might  be  made  to  bear  an  inter- 
sire.  Such  a  decision  frankly  given  pretation  very  different  from  what 
would  do  more  to  create  on  this  side  our  less  wary  Commissioners  in- 
of  the  Atlantic  respect  and  goodwill  tended,  and  that  it  did  not  bar  the 
toward  America,  and  to  do  away  American  Government  from  advanc- 
with  the  "gecking  and  galling"  ing  those  indirect  claims  which  it 
which  both  sides  so  deprecate,  than  was  the  whole  object  of  the  Treaty 
all  the  blustering  and  bullying  which  to  exclude.  The  sawney  who 
can  possibly  be  put  into  language,  laughed  in  his  sleeve  as  he  agreed 
They  have  an  enviable  opportunity,  to  give  a  halfpenny  for  the  first 
We  confess,  however,  that,  there  is  nail  in  the  horse's  shoes,  a  penny 
not  strong  reason  for  counting  on  a  for  the  second,  and  so  on,  doubling 
favourable  answer.  Statesmen  in  the  price  for  each  additional  nail, 
general,  before   they  commit  them-  must    have    laughed  on  the    other 
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side  of  his  mouth  when  he  saw  the  do  so,  however,  there  are  some 
result  of  his  idiocy  neatly  displayed  matters  touching  us  nearly  in  con- 
in  figures ;  in  like  manner  the  coin-  nection  with  this  dispute  which  it 
placency  of  our  English  Commis-  is  proper  to  consider.  The  debates 
sioners  was  probably  disturbed  when  on  the  Addresses  to  the  Queen  have 
America  presented  her  little  bill,  enlightened  the  country  somewhat 
running  to  hundreds  of  millions,  as  to  the  state  of  our  negotiations  and 
and  warranted  by  the  precious  bar-  the  attitude  (if  our  Cabinet.  It  has 
gain  under  which  they  had  flattered  transpired  that,  although  the  Ameri- 
themselves  and  us  that  Great  Britain  can  demands  had  been  more  than  a 
must  escape  for  an  old  song!  month*  in  the  hands  of  our  Ministers 

The    time   is   not   convenient    for  on  the  day  of  the  opening  of  Parlia- 

speculating    closely    on    what    may  meiit,    yet    that   the   friendly   reply 

happen     if    the    American     answer  had  not  then  been  despatched  more 

should   be   decidedly  unsatisfactory,  than  three  days,     it  is  much  to  be 

Of  course  in  that  case  there  will  be  feared  that  it  was  then   despatched 

an  end  of  the   arbitration.     Heaven  sol  ly  because  public?  opinion  pressed 

semi  that  there  be  not  a  beginning  peremptorily,  and    that  neither    the 

of  the    arbiiration   of    the    sword  I  inclination  nor  the  judgment  of  the 

We  never  believed  in  the  delusions  Government    approved   the   sending 

of  the  Peace  party,  nor  supposed  that  of  it.     If  this  be  so,  we  can  expect 

rough   work  could  be   done  with  a  at  best  but  a  half-hearted  assertion 

lady's  fan,  or  fierce  disorders  healed  of  our  views.     It  is  true  that  both 

by   sugar   and  water;    nevertheless  Karl  Granville    and    Mr.    Gladstone 

we    echo  the   sentiment   of   the  se-  have  assured  us  that  they  will  look 

conder  of  the  Address  of  the    Ifoine  jealously  after   the  honour  of  Eng- 

of  Commons  in   reply  to    Ifer   Ma-  land;  and   both   of  them,  no  doubt, 

jesty's  Speech:  "Should   the   nego-  give  this  a.-snrance  in  all  sincerity; 

tiation  now  entered  into  prove  abor-  but  there  still  remains  the  doubt  as 

live,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  the  deepest  to  whether  what  the  Ministers  would 

regret,  not  merely    because    it    will  call  can?  for  our  honour  and  interests 

leave    still     unsettled    our    disputes  would  be  so  called  by   the  people, 

with  the  Tinted  Suites,  but  because  Looking    back    to    the    Black    Sea 

the  principle  of  nations  determining  question  last  year,  we  are  saddened 

their  matters  of  difference  by  arbit-  by  a  misgiving  that  when  the  honour 

ration  instead  of  by  war  will  receive  and    interests   of    the    country   are 

a  heavy  blow.'*     Although  we  can-  under  discussion,    the   Cabinet   and 

not  put  our  trust  in  arbitration,  we  country  are  not  on  common  ground — 

wish  well  to  it  with  all  our  hearts,  do  not  understand  each  other's  mcan- 

and   shall   be  grieved,  if  not  d''s:tp-  ing.     Now  it  would  be  well  before 

pointed,  to  see  it*  insufficiency    de-  tins  Ameiiean  dispute  goes  further, 

moustrated.  to  have  some  explanation  so  as  to 

Let   us    wait,    then,    composedly,  bring  the  public   and    their   spokes- 

for   America's   answer.       VYh:lc   we  men  m  nntptn'l ;  otherwise  we  may 

*  Mr.  Dixrui-li  finally  extracted  fmin  Mr.  (Had. stone  th.-  fact  that  the  American  Obrc 

■11  V     ■  .     1  .   ft.  .   A     1  ^  ■    V  V  ■     .  II  I     ■ 
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printing,  and  how  he  could  venture  to  make  ko  abHiird  an  exciirt*  we  cannot  under- 
stand— El). 
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find   that,    through   different    inter-  offered  a  reference   on   fair   and   legal 

pretations  of  language,  thingB  have  term/S  *nd  that  reference  the  Govern- 

c*wi«   inst    as    wa   wni  Id    Tint    hn.™  m€nt  of  the  United  States,  after  some 

gone  just   as  *e  would  not  Dave  delajj   deoided            Tefming.     Why 

them  go,  and  we  have  been  landed  they  took  that  step  was  a  question  for 
in  the  very  situation  where  we  them;  what  is  of  importance  is,  that, 
would  not  be.  We  know  that  having  made  an  offer  which  was  re- 
most  tyrannical  things  have  been  j®0*!*'  WJ?  £**  ?ufc  omeUw  altogether 
j  •  .1  i.6,.,  .  .,  .  in  the  right.  As  I  conceive,  it  was 
done  m  the  name  of  liberty;  that  dearly  0m  duty  to  remain  in  that  po- 
frightful  atrocities  have  been  com-  sition,  only  telling  the  Americans  what, 
mitted,  and  in  good  faith  too,  for  hi  justice  and  fairness,  we  were  bound 
the  honour  and  dory  of  G-od :  then  to  tell  them,  that  the  offer  which  they 

why  may  not  humiliation  and  loss  itthXttt  """^ 
be  submitted  to  for  the  interest  and 

good  name  of  England  ?    We  drifted 

into  war  once  before  while  playing  « My  Lords,  I  say  the  root  of  the 

with  edged  tools,  and  Mr.  Gladstone,  evil  was  the  sending  out  of  a  special 

or  we  err,  had  something  to  do  with  mission,  avowedly  intended  by  its  con- 

the  accident.  And  it  is  a  very  !^tl0^  "how  the  extreme  import- 
..  ,  .,  ..,  ,  /  ance  which  we  attached  to  gettinflr  a 
grave  question  whether,  with  his  settlement  Whether  we  had  a  ohinee 
peculiar  views  of  things,  and  the  of  making  a  good  bargain  I  don't  pro- 
peculiar  meaning  which  he  attaches  tend  to  judge,  but  I  am  quite  sure  if 
to  words,  we  may  safely  trust  him  we  ever  had  we  lost  it,  as  people  often 

with  our  affair*  in  this  oouiunrturP  lose  igood    bar«a.m8i    by,  lowing    too 

witn  our  auairs  m  tnis  conjuncture,  0penly   our    anxiety  and   eagerness  to 

The  remark  which  we  made  above,    conclude    it    on    any    terms. (Hear 

that  his  now  well-known  non-com-  hear.)" 
batant  reputation    may  tempt    the 

Americans  to  a  point  from  which  it  It  is  our  duty  (and  we  shall  do  it) 
will  be  impossible  to  recede,  is  to  aid  in  extricating  both  the  Min- 
worthy  of  serious  consideration,  isters  and  the  country  from  the  en- 
Some  among  us  may  even  think  it  tanglement  into  which  we  have  been 
expedient  to  wrest  the  reins  of  brought,  as  shown  by  Lord  Derby; 
government  from  the  feeble  hands  DUt  *t  is  at  the  same  time  our  duty 
that  hold  them,  and  to  place  them  to  keep,  if  we  can,  public  attention 
under  firmer  control  before  peace-  fixea*  on  the  folly  which  brought  it 
prattling  launch  us  into  war.  about.     The  ultimate  event  should 

Looking  back    at  the   early  cir-  not  affect  the  country's  dealing  with 

cumstances  of  the  dispute,  we  per-  this  matter.     Here  wo  are  at  this 

ceive    with     satisfaction    that     the  moment  in  imminent  peril  of  an  un- 

opinions  which  we  expressed    last  sought,  undesired,  useless  strife,  the 

month  concerning  the  inexpediency  consequences  of  which,  if  it  unhap- 

of  sending  the  Commission  to  Wash-  pity  come,  will  be  a  misfortune  to 

ington,  have  been  confirmed  by  the  the  whole  civilised  world;  and  we 

language  used    by   Lord    Derby  in  have  been  brought  into  this  peril  by 

the  House  of  Lords.     His  Lordship  negligence  and  blundering.     Surely 

said:—  the  negligence  and  the   blundering 

cannot  in  any  event  go  unpunished ! 

"Look  how  we  stood   when  the  ne-  We  must  not  allow  it  to  be  said  that 

potiation   was   entered   into:    we   were  our    peace   and   wellbeins?    may   be 

SJ*S* ;0weWha1  ^tth^  ™  ta?Pcred  with  and  experimented  on 

our    original   error  in   the   matter— re-  Wltn  impunity  tor  the  gratification  of 

fusing  arbitration    altogether ;    we   had  a  set  of  enthusiasts.     And  there  is  a 
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point  of  the  matter  not  without  its  of  the  sub-departments  and  of  the 
significance,    to  which,  ere  wc  leave  individual    officials    is    aptly    illua- 
the  subject,  we  would  advert.    Mr.  trated  by  the  proceedings  in  a  drop 
Gladstone   marked    his  approbation  of   water  as  seen  under   a  potent 
of  the  acts  of  the  Washington  Com-  magnitier.    A  Surveyor-General  may 
mission  by  advising  Her  Majesty  to  bo  observed  devouring  an    Under- 
raise  its  President  one  step  in  the  Secretary ;  a  Controller  and  a  mem- 
peerage  ;    thus    publicly    rewarding  ber  of  the  Works'  Department  are 
conduct  which,  though  it  may  have  rushing  to  the  encounter ;  Adjutants- 
been  a  service  to  him,  was  a  dis-  General  and  accountants  are  seen  in 
service  to  the  country.     One  of  the  deadly  embrace.     So  far  as  we  can 
jurisconsults  to  whom  a  member  of  understand,  the  eating  up  and  fight- 
the  House  of  Commons  has  imputed  ing  and  squabbling   result  all  from 
crassa  negligently  and  to  whose  work  endeavours  to  shift  responsibility  on 
another    member    has    applied    the  to  other  backs,  every  one  desiring  to 
epithet  infamous,  is  at  this  moment  appear  free*  of  blame  in  the  day  of 
enjoying  honourable  reward  for  bring-  reckoning    which    he    knows    must 
ing  us  into  a  condition  of  difficulty  come.     But  what  a  prospect  is  here 
and  danger.  presented  to  the  nation,  which  in  a 
The  awkward  position  into  which  few  weeks  may  have  a  quarrel  fast- 
the    country   has   been    misdirected  ened  on  it  that  will  try  its  resources 
cannot    but    make    every    patriotic  to  the   utmost!     In   vain  wo   have 
Englishman   turn    an    anxious    eye  warned  our  countrymen  of  this  over 
to  the  condition  of  the;  Army  and  and   over   again;   in  vain   we   have 
Navy.      He  knows  well  that  there  told  them  that  every  shilling  saved 
is  no  comfort  to   be  found  in  that  by  the  cheap  government  would  be 
glance,  but  he   knows   too   that   in  paid    for    with   a    sovereign.      Few 
this   emergency    hi;   and    his    com-  would  listen;    and    the  great  body 
patriots  must  not  only  face  but  deal  of  the  people  shut  their  understand- 
summarily     with      the     half-ruined  ings,  and  allowed  themselves  to  be 
Services.     When  we  said  last  mouth  decoyed   into   the    present   perilous 
that    if    war    should    threaten    we  condition.      The    question    now   is, 
should    have    reason    t;>    remember  What  is  to  be  don»*?  and  the  only 
Mr.  Cardwell,  we  did  nut  know  how  answer   we   can    make    is    one    in 
speedily  our  words  would    find   an  general  terms — viz.,  that  the  whole 
application.      For    three   years   Mr.  of  Mr.  Cardwell's  reductions  and  dis- 
Cardwell     has     been     treating    the  organisations  must  be  revised  under 
country  to  cheap  Army  administra-  the  close  surveillance  of  Parliament, 
tion;    that  is,   he  has  been   ueliber-  It   is   impossible   that  we  can  sug- 
ately   disorganising    and   neglecting  gest   details;    it   will   be   enough   if 
our  means  of  defence,  animate  and  the   country    be    persuaded   of    the 
inanimate.*     He  has  adopted  inea-  error  and  take  the  correction  of  it 
sures  which  threaten  to  destroy  the  in  hand.     One  crying  necessity  we 
discipline   and   tone   of    the   Army,  can,  however,  name  at  once.      The 
He  has  brought  the;  War  Office  into  nation   must    insist  upon    knowing 
a  state  of  chaos,  where  the  temper  exactly  the  rules  by  which  it  is  in- 


*  No  man  ventures  to  say  that  the  redactions  in  the  Estimates  have  resulted  from 
anything  but  the  aimplo  process  of  diminishing  the  force  and  mcUi'riel.  There  has 
not  been  a  pretence  of  exhibiting  the  efficiency  that  was  to  accomjiany  tho  economy ; 
and,  alas !  wo  know  why. 
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tended  hereafter  to  regulate  promo-  successful  negotiation,  requires  that 
tion.    It  was  loudly  imputed  to  the  we  should  be  prepared  to  take  the 
Minister  last  year  that  he  was  reck-  sea  at  short  notice.t 
lessly    pulling    down    without    any  Our  misunderstanding,  then,  with 
definite  plan  of  reconstruction ;  and  the  United  States,  and  our  inability 
the  halting  of   the   Service  at  the  to  bear  ourselves  in  the  quarrel  as 
present    time    goes    to    prove  that  becomes*  a  great  nation,  are  due  to 
there    is    no    plan,    and    that    the  the  perversity  of  Mr.  Gladstone  and 
future  organisation  is  to  be  left  to  his  Government.  The  fond  Adminis- 
shape    itself  as    time   and    accident  tration  not  only  felt  secure  of  peace, 
may  determine.*     So  glaring   a  de-  but  it  so  managed  matters  that  the 
feet  calls  lor  instant  remedy.  means  of   going   to  war  under  any 
The  condition  of  the  Navy  and  the  circumstances  should  not  be  at  the 
Admiralty   has  been   pretty  plainly  disposal  of  the  country.     How  con- 
exposed  during  the  last  few  weeks,  temptible    now   sound    the    pulings 
It  has  come  to  light  that  Mr.  Childers,  which  not  long  ago  impressed  great 
though  he  evinced  considerable  zeal  assemblies,  large  classes  of  readers, 
in  the  cause  of  what  he  called  reform,  the  House  of  Commons  itself  I     What 
did  in  eflect  reform  very  little ;  but  shall  we  say  to-day  about  "  Happy 
that,  like  all  his  class,  he  disturbed  England "  ?      Who   will    turn  with 
without  being  able  to  rearrange,  and,  complacency   to   the    "  silver  streak 
when  his  health  failed,  left  the  De-  of  sea "  ?   Were  there  not  more  com- 
partment in  a  most  unsettled  con-  fort,  in  this  hour  of  danger,  in  that 
dition,  which  Mr.  Goschen  has  not  old    Spanish    infantry   with    which 
even  attempted  to  rectify,  probably  Wellington  "  could  have  gone   any- 
because  he  is  entirely  ignorant  of  the  where  and  done  anything;  "  or  in  a 
whole  subject.     A  Navy  in  a  high  magnificent  fleet  animated  by  such 
state  of  efficiency,  and  ready  to  deal  a  spirit  as  Nelson's,  and  flying  the 
an  immediate  blow,  is  of  the  first  long-neglected      signal,    "England 
importance   now.      Yet  neither  the  expects  that    every  man   will  do 
Navy  nor  its    Administration  is  in  nis  duty  "  ? 

such  a  state  as  to  satisfy  the  country  About  a  year  ago  we  reminded 

at  the  present  time.     Surely,  to  put  the  country  that  Governments  pro- 

this  arm  in  order  should  be  one   of  fessing  peace  at  any  price  and  cheap 

our  very  first  cares.     It  should  be  defence  are  the  bloodiest  and  dearest 

remembered  that  not  only  war,  but  that  a  country  can  be  cursed  with.J 

*  In  the  middle  of  February  there  were  four  battalions  of  the  Lino  without  lieu- 
tenant-colonels, although  many  weeks  had  elapsed  since  the  vacancies  occurred.  It 
is  notorious  that  the  promotions  could  not  be  made,  because  there  was  no  prearranged 
rule,  and  because  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  dis- 
agreed as  to  the  method  of  filling  the  appointments. 

t  It  is  probable  that  no  mention  was  made  of  the  Army  and  Navy  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  lest  the  bare  naming  of  them  should  sound  like  a  menace  to  the  United  States ; 
and  persons  taking  this  view  may  flatter  themselves  that  Ministers  are  nevertheless 
making  active  preparations  for  possible  war.  But  we  ask  whether  this  extreme  deli- 
cacy about  the  mere  mention  of  arms  may  not  be  a  mistake,  and  the  advantage  to  be 
gained  for  it  quite  nugatory  in  comparison  of  the  risk  we  run  by  remaining  unpre- 
pared ?  With  a  man  like  the  late  Lord  Palmerston  at  the  helm  we  might  safely  dis- 
pense with  words,  and  trust  the  Minister  for  not  being  taken  unawares.  But  it  would 
dc  foolhardiness  to  credit  Mr.  Gladstone  with  being  forearmed  notwithstanding  that 
he  is  forewarned.  Again,  America  could  not  possibly  take  umbrage  at  our  putting 
our  defences  in  order.  We  have  not  the  least  intention  of  declaring  war  against  her ; 
our  provision,  if  we  make  it,  will  be  against  her  possible  challenge  to  us. 

X  Sec  '  Blackwood's  Magazine '  for  Dec  1870 ;  Article  "  Thoughts  suggested  by  the 
War." 
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We  ask  any  who  may  have  thought    we  pointed  out  last  month?  and  we 

our  language  too    strong  then,   to  were  gratified  to  see  our  opinion  cor- 

consider  the  predicament  in  which  roborated  by  the  speeches  in  Parlia- 

we  stand  to-day,  and  the  prospect  ment  of  Lord  Derby,  Mr.   Disraeli, 

that  we  may  be  no  longer  at  peace,  and     others    who     challenged    the 

and  that  we  may  be  heavily  taxed  paragraph  in  the  Speech.     How  can 

through  the  incapacity   of  a  peace-  it  be  contended  that  crime  is  de- 

at-any-price     and     a    cheap    Gov-  creasing  in  Irehnd,  when,  since  the 

ernmenr.      Even  Mr.  Gladstone  in  prorogation  of  Parliament    in    the 

his  extremity  has  been  obliged   to  summer,  as  is  notorious,  it  has  been 

fall   back   upon  "the   traditions  and  found  impossible   to  do   justice   on 

courage    of    the     people     of     this  an  undoubted  murderer  because  hia 

country,1'   and  to  talk   of  not  sub-  crime   was    abetted    and   applauded 

milting    to    such    claims   "at    the  by  immense  numbers  of  the  people 

point  of  death."     We  quote  this  to  of   that  country  ?      Surely  nothing 

show  the  possible  future  which   Mr.  so  barefaced   and    general  was  ever 

Gladstone  foresees  ;  but  in  doing  so,  known  before  even  in  Ireland.     Be- 

we  ask  how  he  dare  appeal  to  the  fore    the   acquittal   and   its  circum- 

"  traditions  and  courage  of  the  people  stances   could  have   had  place,    the 

of  this  country  "  ?    Who,  if  not  he,  spirit  which  prompts  to  crime  must 

has  been  directing  all  his  efforts  to  have  been  many  times  more  extended 

make  us  forget  the   glorious  deeds  and  undi-sembling  than  ever  it  was 

of   our  fathers,   to   quell    the    high  before.     Does  any  man  doubt  that 

spirit  of  the  people,  and  to  turn  us  if  another  police   officer  should  be 

into   a  nation   of  Quakers?     If  he  zealous,   as   the   unfortunate    Talbot 

cannot  win    but  by  the  strong  arm  was,  in    the  execution  of  his  duty, 

of  the  country,  his  system  is  proved  he   would   fall   by   the   hand   of  an 

to  be  a  delusion  and  he  an  empiric.  assassin,  and  that  that  assassin  would 

Surprising^  but   not  at    nil    con-  bo   sympathised  with  and  shielded? 

vincing,  is  the  announcement  made  And  yet  while  this  conviction   must 

by  Ministers  in  the  Queen's  Speech  be  strong  in  the  minds  of  all,  wo  are 

concerning  Ireland.    Mr.  Gladstone,  insulted  by  the  announcement  that 

of  course,  could  prove  it  to  he  logi-  "  Ireland  has  been  free  from  serious 

cally  correct,  according  to  some  min-  crime.''     The  impudence  of  this  goes 

isterial   meaning  of  the  words ;   but  far    beyond     the     latitude     usually 

how,   to    any   plain    understanding,  tolerated   in    ministerial    and  other 

it  can   be  pretended   that  crime   is  pufTs.     There  is  below  them  gener- 

decrensing  in  Ireland,   or  that   the  ally  a  foundation,  though  perhaps  a 

temper  of  the  people  has  been  in  the  very   unsound   one,   of   truth ;    but 

slightest  degree  improved  by  recent  the  grain   of  truth  underlying  this 

legislation,  it  is  hard  to  comprehend,  assertion  is  hard  to  discover. 

Ministers  themselves,  in  their  stump  If   we  cannot  admit    that  there 

orations  about  Christmas  time,  never  has  been  in  Ireland  the  least  diminu- 

vonturcd  to  claim  so  much  success  tion   of  deeds  of  violence,  as  little 

as  they  claim  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  can  we  allow  that  the  feeling  in  that 

Indeed,    the  Secretary   for   Ireland,  country  has  become  less  disaffected 

the  official  who  should   know   most  or  less  dangerous  than  it  was  before 

about  the  matter,  as  much  as  con-  Mr.   Gladstone  began  his  work   of 

fessed    failure,    and    exhorted    the  regeneration.      There    is     not    the 

country  to  patience,  after  which  it  slightest    appearance    of   old    sores 

should  see  what  it  should  see.     This  being  healed.     Of  course  it  is  said 
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that  more  time  is  required  for  the  should  have  been  foisted  upon  Par- 

infallibie   medicine   to    take    effect;  liament. 

but  if  this  may  be  pretended  con-  Most  men  will  think  that,  with 
cerning  the  old  diseases,  how  shall  so  many  momentous  questions  press- 
we  account  for  an  entirely  new  and  ing,  we  might  have  been  spared  just  ■ 
yery   formidable    epidemic    making  now  the  excitement  and  interruption 
its  appearance  just  while  all  the  un-  to   more   important  business  which 
sanitary  conditions   were   being  so  the  Ballot  Bill  will  produce.      The 
ably   cleared   away  ?     The    "  Home  introduction   of   such    an    apple   of 
Rule  "  agitation  is  a  growth  of  the  discord  is  particularly  ill  judged  at 
last  two  years,  which  sprang  up  in  the  present  moment,  when  all  par- 
spite,  and  very  likely  in  consequence,  ties  are  endeavouring  to  sink  their 
or   Mr.   Gladstone's   boasted  legisla-  differences,  and  to  aid  Ministers  in 
tion.     We  say  "in  consequence  of ;  "  extricating    the    country   from    the 
because    when     a    government    is  foreign     entanglements     in     which 
known  to  be  too  weak  to  put  the  they   have   involved  it.     One   can- 
laws  in  kforce,  evil  feelings  are  en-  not    help    thinking    that    the    put- 
couraged   to   show   themselves.      If  ting  of  the  two  Services  into  order, 
Mr.  Gladstone's  rule  is  so  eminently  and  the  suppression  of  disaffection, 
grateful   to  Ireland,  and  so  curative  which  may  at  an  unfortunate  mo- 
of  old  feuds  between  her  and  Great  ment  grow  to   treason   in   Ireland, 
Britain,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  would    at    this    conjuncture   better 
"  Home  Kule  "  movement  ?    We  are  occupy  the  time  of  Parliament  than 
wholly  unable  to  account  for  it  on  wrangling  over   devices   to   thwart 
such  a  hypothesis ;  but  there  is  an-  the   admitted  dishonesty   which    is 
other  way  of  viewing  matters  which  possible  in  secret  voting.     We  are 
makes   ''Home  Kule"  very  intelli-  not  so   well   provided   for  what  is 
gible,  and  that  way  we  believe  to  be  before  us  as   to  be  able  calmly  to 
the  true  one.     We  explain  %<  Home  turn  aside  and  address  ourselves  to 
Rule"  by  affirming  that  Mr.  Glad-  a  domestic  arrangement.     It  is  writ- 
stone's  policy  in  regard  to  Ireland  ten  of  Wellington,  that  on  the  eve 
is  just   about  as    efficacious   as   his  of  the  battle    of   Talavera    he    sat 
Foreign   policy — that  is,    that  it   is  down    and  wrote   a  despatch  con- 
utterly  futile  and  mischievous,  and  cerning    what  ?  —  horse-shoes !     It 
calculated  to  aggravate  the  very  evils  was  very  well  for  Wellington  to  do 
which  it  is  intended  to  cure.     There  this;  his  dispositions  for  encounter- 
will   probably   be   an    Irish    debate  ing  the  enemy  were  all  made — what 
before  long,  and  then  we  trust  that  could  be  done  was  done.     The  event 
the    unwarrantable    licence   of   this  was  committed  to  the  God  of  battles, 
part  of  the  Speech  will  be  fully  ex-  and  the  General  could  sit  down  with 
posed.      Ireland    is    not    free    from  a  tranquil  mind  to  draw  up  his  me- 
serious   crime.     She   is    in   a    most  moir  on  farriers'  work.     But  are  our 
dangerous    condition,    as    we    shall  Ministers  prepared  for  the  work  be- 
find  if  we  have  a  quarrel  forced  up-  fore  them  ? — have  they  made  their 
on   us;  and  she   is  anything  but  a  dispositions?  are  they  ready  to  act 
subject  for  Ministers  to  congratulate  in    this   event  or   in   that?     Mani- 
themselves    or    the    country   upon,  festly  they  are  not;  and  until  they 
Indeed    it    is    a   matter  for   public  are   so   they   should  be  required  to 
regret  that  a  misstatement  so  easy  let  horse-shoes  alone.     If  Mr.  Glad- 
of  refutation —  stone  deludes  himself  with  the  idea 
44  Gross  as  a  mountain,  open,  palpable  "—  that  secret  voting  will  at  all  prolong 
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his  tenure  of  power,  the  sooner  he  Mr.  Harcourt  and  those  who  think 

dispels  it  the  better.     He  ha*  marred  with  him  ;  and  in  case  this  is  done, 

his  work  too  effectually  for  it  to  be  we  trust  the  country  will  forbid  the 

of  the  least  consequence  how   the  sacriiice.     It  were  far  better  to  give 

votes  of  the  people  may  be  taken,  up  the  so-called  economy;    but  in 

Wo  will  guarantee    him   against  a  that  case  the  Government  will  have 

majority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  reckon  with  those  who  supported 

let  the   voting  be  by  any  method  them  because  they  professed  to  be 

that  he  can  devise.  cheap.      Take    which    course    they 

The  roopening  of  the  Education  may,  they  must  bo  losers  to  a  great 

question     might    also,    one    would  extent;  and  their  loss  will  be  just, 

think,    be    conveniently    postponed  for  they  undertook  to  do  what  nei- 

for    the  present     It  is  not  to   be  ther    they  nor    any   one    else    can 

expected  that  the  Conservatives  will  perform. 

allow    the    settlement    so    recently  Of  the  Megsera  scandal  we  have 

made  to  be  disturbed  because  Dis-  before  spoken  at  length,  and  we  do 

sentcrs  have  suddenly  taken  a  new  not  wish    to    go   over   the   subject 

resolution    regarding    it      The    at-  again.     It  is  s>»t  down  as  one  of  the 

tempt   to   repeal   the    existing   Act  shortcomings  for  which  Parliament 

may  be  expected  to  fail ;  therefore,  will  this  year  award  a  penalty,;  and 

to  occupy  in   mere  discussion   time  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  penalty 

which  may  be  so  profitably  devoted  may  be   such   a  one   as   will   mark 

to  more  important  purposes  is  most  clearly   the   difference  in   the   value 

-undesirable.  of   seamen's    lives    as   assessed   by 

We   have  not   yet  the  Estimates  the   Ministry   and    by   the   country, 

published ;    but  it  may   be  assumed  Once    more,    after   going    over    the 

beforehand  that,  appear  when  they  numerous    olfeuees    tor    which    the 

may,  they  will   give  rise  to  strong  Gladstone  Ministry  is  to  be  judged, 

controversy.     Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt,  we  stand  amazed  at  the  number  of 

a  Liberal   member   likely   to    make  accusations  to  which  it  has  laid  it- 

himself  heard,  desires  that  the  out-  self  open  in  so  shoit  u  time.     Before 

lay   should    be    limited    to  a   fixed  the  people  had  censed  to  wonder  at 

sum,  while  the  consideration  of  effi-  one    neglect    or    indiscretion    they 

ciency  beyond  what  this  lixed  sum  were  astonished  by  another,  as  if  it 

may  procure   should    he   altogether  were   desired   to    show   them    that 

discarded.     Other  1  ibend  memheis,  they   were   subject    to    rulers   who 

we    may   feel    sure,   will    insist    on  meant  to  be  a  law  to    themselves, 

efficiency    being     somewhat     con-  and   to   recognise   no  constitutional 

sidered     under      existing     cireum-  limit  to  their  power, 

stances.      The  idea  that   the  Minis-  We  refrained  in  the  early  part  of 

try    is    clever    enough    to   combine  this  paper  from  commenting  on  the 

efficiency    with   economy    is   pretty  "Collier    Seandnl,"     knowing     that 

well   exploded,   and   it  will    be   for  helot  e  we   could    go   to   press   that 

it   to  choose  which   of  the   two  it  matter    would    be    dealt    with    by 

will    give     up.      By     chousing     to  Parliament     All    who    desire    that 

give   up  either,  it  is  likely  to  give  the      country      should      thoroughly 

umbrage  and  to  lose  partisans.     We  understand    the    character   and   ca- 

have  a  misgiving  that  the  essentials  pacity   of  Mr.  Gladstone's   Govern- 

of  the  Army  may  be  made  to  suffer  ment    before    the    latter    is    driven 

for  the  redemption  of  officers'  com-  from    ollice,    must    rejoice    to    find 

missions,  and  for  savings  to  gratify  that     the     censure     of     Parliament 
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has     been      virtually     pronounced  ber  that  in  Sir  Walter  Scott's  novel 

while  Ministers    have    not  had  an  of  ' Woodstock '   there  is  a  saintly 

opportunity   of  escaping  from  their  character  known  as  Trusty  Tomkins, 

serious    responsibilities.       We    said  who,  on  being  reproached  with  an 

last  month  that  they  would  be  ar-  intention  to  commit  some  gross  im» 

raigned   before    Parliament.      They  morality,  coolly  replies  that  things 

have  been,  and  will  be,  so  arraigned;  which  would  be  highly  sinful  in  the 

but  the   Collier   complaint    is   only  unregenerate  are  venial  when  done 

the   first   among  many   accusations,  by  the  elect.      We  hope   that  Mr. 

Before     midsummer,    probably,    the  Gladstone   lias  not    arrived   at  the 

recklessness    and    incapacity   which  same   state  of   self-complacency   as 

are  now  attracting  the  attention  and  Trusty  Tomkins ;  and  yet  he  would 

eliciting  the  judgment  of  Parliament  seem  to  be   advancing   towards  it 

will  be  patent  to  the  whole  coun-  One   of  his  colleagues,  speaking  of 

try,  and  then  the  Ministry  may  be  him  last  autumn,  as  we  heard  at  the 

deposed    without    any    fear   of    its  time,    said  that u  he   would  not  for 

being  again  allowed  to  misguide  the  all    the     world     have     Gladstone's 

vessel  of  the  State.  *  conscience.' "     To  which  we  rejoin, 

Among  all  the  points  of  which  "  Neither  would  we." 
this  Collier  iniquity  is  composed,  In  the  debate  on  this  question  in 
that  which  has  most  surprised  us  is  the  House  of  Lords,  the  tone  adopted 
the  small  trickery,  to  use  no  stronger  by  either  side  would  have  itself  suf- 
term,  by  which  it  was  sought  to  ficed  to  show  a  stranger  to  the  affair 
violate  the  spirit  of  an  act  of  Par-  on  which  hand  the  right  lay.  On 
liamont  while  keeping  within  its  the  Ministerial  side  the  speaking 
letter.  Any  of  the  ordinary  weak-  was  "wild  and  tempestuous,"  eva- 
nesscs  of  the  Pharisaical  Puritan  we  sive  of  the  real  question  at  issue, 
were  quite  prepared  to  see  exhibit-  condemnatory  of  the  motion  before 
ed  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  acts;  but  a  the  House  as  a  mere  party  manoeuvre, 
deed  so  outrageous  as  this,  done  by  On  the  side  of  the-  mover  (for  in 
a  person  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  profes-  this  case  the  Ayes  and  Noes  cannot 
sed  conscientiousness,  shows  him  be  called  by  political  names)  tho 
to  be  a  more  dangerous  and  less  facts  of  the  appointment  were  re- 
estimable  person  than  we  appre-  viewed,  the  meaning  and  intention 
bended.  The  loftiness  of  his  aims,  of  the  violated  Act  calmly  and 
and  his  superiority  to  all  paltry  thoroughly  explained,  and  the  ille- 
motives,  are  the  grounds  upon  which  gality  of  the  Ministerial  proceeding 
we  have  again  and  again  been  called  made  apparent,  not  by  denunciation 
upon  by  Ins  admirers  to  cease  from  and  iteration,  but  by  patient  and 
distrusting  him.  and  to  believe  that  skilful  proof.  The  Duke  of  Argyll's 
everything  which  he  undertakes  will  appeal  from  the  expected  vote  of 
be  carried  out  with  a  singleness  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  judgment 
purpose  which  will  deserve,  if  it  of  the  Commons,  although  "  mere 
may  not  obtain,  success.  If  Mr.  bluster,"  as  the  *  Times  *  properly 
Gladstone  has  not  distinctly  said  called  it,  is  worth  repeating,  for  the 
that  he  is  not  as  other  men  are,  his  sake  of  the  retort  which  it  brought 
whole  bearing  and  public  speaking  from  Lord  Cairns : — 
have  conveyed  the  impression  that 
it  is  because  lie  is  so  very  good  and  m  "  *  know,"  said  the  Dnke,  "that  the 

unworldly  that,  the  people  ought  to  SSWeS^T  ifS^W 

put  their  trust  in  him.      \\  e  remem-  members  of  the  Government  in  a  min- 
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ority ;  bat  if  we  are  censured  for  this  whethr r   he   agrees  with    me   in   what 

transaction,    in    which   we    believe   we  I  am  about  to  nay  or  not     I  contend 

havo  acted   not   only  legally    bat   pro-  that  the  sense  and  spirit  of  the  Act  of 

perly,  so  as  not  to  frustrate  the  Act  of  Parliament  is   this— that   the   Minister 

Parliament,     we    shall   appeal    to    the  who  is  going  to  choose  a  paid  member 

House  of  Commons,  and  also  to  public  of  the  Judicial  Committee,  mnst  make 

opinion,   which  in    this    case    has  been  his    choice  among   those    who    arc    the 

prejudiced  by  poisoned    and  unHcrupu-  judges    of    the    land    at    the    time   the 

loos    statements,  but    which    is    never  choice  is  made.      Does  the  noble  Lord 

permanently     unjust     towards  '  public  agree  to  the  proposition  *"     [The  noble 

men,     (Cheers.)  "  and  learned  Lord  paused  for  an  answer, 

but  not  receiving  one  from  Lord  Port- 
On  which  Lord  Cairns  observed  : —  man,  proceeded  with  his  remarks  amid 

some    laugh  tor.]    .  "  I    hone    the    noble 

*'  In     that     wild      And      tempestuous  Lord  will  address  his  mind  to  this  quee- 

speech    we    heard    to-night,    the    noble  tion,   for    I    should    be    glad    to   know 

Duke  told  you  that    he    would    appeal  whether    he    differs  from  me  with    re- 

from    your  Lordships'    decision,  which,  spect  to  it.      I  will  not  condescend  to 

he   was    convinced,    would    l>e    a   mere  any  technicalities  as  to  whether  a  man 

party  vote,  to  the  verdict  of  the  House  may  have  been  a  day  or  a  year  a  judge, 

of  Commons— (a  laugh) — that  pure  and  but  I  maintain  that  the  spirit  and  scute 

sereno    atmosphere    where     party    con-  of  the  Act  of    Parliament  are,  that  a 

siderations  are  never  felt — (cheers,  and  Minister  who  chooses  a  paid  member  of 

a  laugh} — and  where    all    qucHtions  are  the  Privy  Council  must  make  his  choice 

approached  in  a  calm  and  judicial  spirit,  from  among  those    who    are   judges  of 

which    your     Lordships     unfortunately  the    land    at    the    time    he    makes    his 

cannot  imitate."  choice.     (Hear,  hear.)    I  do  not  forget 

the  letter  of  the  Act,  which    says,  "at 

This  was  the  way  to  deal  with  a  th«  tlate  of  the  appointment. '    That  U 

noble   duke  talking  passionate  non-  «^in»*-™«    «<*     parchment    and   red 

r       i    n  •           i                 11  x  i  tape.      I    do    not    want    technicalities ; 

sense.     Lord   Cairns,  having  all  the  i    want   unbalance.      The   time    meant 

argument  on   his  side,   could  attbrd  ia     when    the   Minister    exercises    the 

to   be    calm  and    ironical.       But   lie  mental  act  of  making  his  choice  from 

did  better  service  than  this  in  clear-  among  those  who  then  are  judges  of  the 

.i _          ,»    ,,                  i-     ..  land.     That  is  a  short,  Himple  proposi- 

injr   the   case   ot    the    complication  tion>  aml  T  Bnould  H£0   to1  hear   rrom 

with  which  Ministers  sought  to  per-  any    noble   Lord    in    what    respect    he 

plex  it,  and  in  considering  the  Act  thinks  it  is  wrong."      [Lord    Portman 

Of  Parliament  and   its  violation   in-  ™"°  a,mid  "°.me  l»"j?bter,  and   made  a 

dependent*  of  the  *„.«,  or  unfit-  S^T?^«,KSS£! 

ness    ot    bur    Kobert  (.oilier  for   the  Hwer  to  give ;  hut  1  am  sure  no  member 

office  to  which  he  has  been  so  iinpro-  of  vour  Lordships'   House   will  venture 


so   clearly    as    to    preclude    further  know  whether  Sir  II.  Collier  was  made 

argument  or  doubt:—  a  mcm,*r1  of  Jhc  Privy  Council  because 

°  he  was  already  a  judge,  or  whether  he 

was  made  a  judge  because  he  had  been 
uThe  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  already  chosen  Y>y  the  Prime  Minister 
amendment  to-night  acts  in  a  judicial  as  a  member  of  the  Judicial  Com- 
capacity  as  Chairman  of  Quarter-Sea-  mittee.  (Hear,  hear.)  ...  I  ad- 
sions,  and  I  would  ask  him,  not  an  a  mit  that  the  letter  of  the  statute- 
question  of  party  manoeuvre  —  indeed  what  I  have  called  the  sealing-wax, 
I  never  felt  less  inclined  for  a  party  the  parchment,  and  the  red  tape — was 
manoeuvre  than  at  this  moment  —  complied  with ;  but  if  there  are  snoh 
but  as  a  matter  of  judicial  substance,  things  as  substance  and  spirit  and  es- 
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sence,  as  distinguished  from  letter— and  this  ended  |in  an  assertion  that  the 
the  Lord  Chancellor  admits  that  there  letter  ^  the  6pirit  Nevertheless 
are.  and  that  the  letter  may  be  regard-  ,  ,«.-«♦  «„  *^  i«„  A~„r„  ,„u»  <u. 
ed  while  the  spirit  is  violated -aSd  if  be  went  on  to  lay  down  rues  for 
the  person  here  was  to  be  chosen  from  ascertaining  the  spirit  from  the  let- 
the  judges,  I  say  that  the  selection  ter — rules  which  were  scarcely  re- 
hire made  was  of  one  who  was  not  a  quired  by  the  very  House  which  had 
judge  at  the  time  of  his  selection.  d  a  k  d  discussion. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  have  shown  you  that  TT  ,  .A  .  . ,  ,  ,  «~*  • 
the  promises  made  were  disregarded.  U™  lt  been  an  old  Iaw»  mad«  by  a 
I  have  shown  you  also  why  the  qualifi-  past  generation,  we  should  have  had 
cations  of  a  judge  were  required.  I  have  no  other  way  of  getting  at  its  inten- 
given  the  pith  and  essence  of  the  sta-  tion    but    through    its    words.     But 

tnte,  and  have  shown  that  its  spirit  has     .1  ,     n       »     .c     r» 

been  palpably  violated."  the     present    House    of    Commons 

stands  towards  the  Act  of  1871  in  a 
relation  in  which  it  stands   to  very 

The  debate  on  the  same  subject  few   other   Acts,   and  in   which   no 

which  followed  in  the  Lower  House  other    Parliament    can    ever    stand 

was  instructive  and  of  great  signifi-  towards  this  Act.     It  was  somewhat 

cance.     It  demonstrated  two  things  presumptuous  to  tell  the  authors  of 

— two  tilings  that  are  most  precious  the   Act  how  to   find   out  from  its 

to  us   all :    first,    the    clear  honest  words  their  own  intention  in  mak- 

perception  of   right    by  which    the  ing    it  !       Unfortunately     for    the 

Commons    of    England    can    pierce  pleader  they  knew  very  well  what 

through  subtleties,  turn   a  deaf  ear  they  intended.     We  regret   to  say, 

to     the     charmer's    voice,    and    go  too,  that   there  was  perceptible   in 

straight  to  a  just  judgment;  second,  the   debate   a  consciousness,  which 

the  respect  which  still  exists  for  the  some  speakers  expressed,  but  which 

sovereignty  of  the  law,  which  will  many  others  allowed  to  appear  by 

oe  defended  against  a  Minister  and  attempting  to  repudiate  it — a  con- 

agaiast  the  Crown.  sciousuess,  namely,  that  not  Parlia- 

In  face  of  the  plain  statements  of  ment  only  as  a  body,  but  Ministers  as 

the  country's  complaint,  as  made  by  a  part  of  Parliament,  knew  very  well 

Mr.  Cross  and  Mr.  G.  Hardy,  the  re-  the  intention   of   Parliament  when 

finements   of  Sir   Roundell  Palmer,  they   promoted   Sir   R.  Collier,  and 

the  Lord  Advocate,  and  the  Prime  gave  him  his  promotion  in  spite  of 

Minister,   were   not    simply   uncon-  the   law.     Mr.  Denman's   admission 

vincing   and  ineffectual — they  were  that,    when    the    bill  of  1871   was 

positively    painful.     It    must    have  passing  through  the  House,  he  had 

been  a  singularly   docile  mind  that  been     asked,    and   had   declined,  to 

could     have    followed     to     Sir     R.  move  an  amendment  declaring  At- 

P aimer's    conclusions    through    his  torneys-General  to   be  qualified  for 

reasonings;  for  the  reasonings  made  Judges   of  the    Judicial   Committee 

the  conclusions  absurd.     I  was  hi6  of  the   Privy  Council,   is   a  strong 

fecund  tongue,  his  pleasant,  unpre-  proof,  if  more   proof  were   needed, 

tending  manner,  and  his  ability   to  that   the  restriction  in  the  Act  has 

dres6  up  mere  nothings  like  proposi-  been    overridden    in    the    appoint- 

tions,  which  obtained  for  him,  from  ment  of  Sir  R.  Collier.     Sir  Round- 

a  not  very  patient  House,  the  atten-  ell's    final    argument   was    amusing 

tion    which    he    undoubtedly    com-  from    the   childish    illogicality    (we 

roanded.     His  first  essay  was  to  dis-  hope  we  have  not  coined   a  word) 

tinguish  between  the  letter  and  the  by  which  he  claimed  to  have  made 

spirit  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  good  his  proof  by  arguments  wholly 
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adverse  to  his  case,  and  all  said  earn-  from  certain  classes,  say  A  and 
estly  and  with  the  appearance  of  B  ;  J,  the  Minister,  says  that  C 
good  faith.  Any  other  similar  ap-  and  D,  whom  your  Act  excludes,  are 
pointment,  or  this  particular  appoint-  as  good  as  A  and  B,  and  fit  to  be  in 
ment  if  it  had  been  one  of  many  A's  and  B's  places ;  therefore  I  may 
such,  would  have  been  in  the  high-  make  my  choice  from  C  and  D,  and 
est  degree  censurable ;  but  the  actual  not  from  A  and  B.  This  was  the 
deed  of  Ministers,  standing  alone,  whole  argument,  but  not  the  whole 
was  legal  and  right !  of  the  speech.  Mr.  Gladstone  ap- 
As  for  Mr.  Gladstone's  defence,  pealed  to  the  feeling  of  the  House 
all  the  subtleties  and  oratorical  arts  on  two  points :  first,  that  this  was 
with  which  he  endeavoured  to  turn  so  small  a  matter  as  no  House  of 
attention  from  the  real  point  at  issue,  Commons  had  ever  before  thought 
could  not  disguise  the  woful  weak-  of  censuring  a  Government  for — 
ness  of  his  position.  The  long-pro-  which  was  a  perplexing  assertion, 
mised  explanation  did  not  contain  after  the  emphasis  with  which  he 
one  idea  which  had  not  before  been  had  before  allirmed  that  the  imputa- 
presented  and  discussed.  Only  once  tion  ou  Ministers  was  not  properly 
in  the  course  of  a  speech,  which  termed  an  error  in  judgment,  or  a 
when  printed  filled  three  columns  straining  of  the  law,  but  that  it  was 
of  the  *  Times,'  did  he  elicit  any-  in  effect  nothing  less  than  a  crime: 
thing  like  a  cheer,  and  that  was  and  secondly,  his  peroration  was  an 
when  he  turned  upon  one  of  his  appeal  ad  miser icordiam  on  behalf 
revolted  followers,  Mr.  Denman.  of  Sir  R.  Collier.  The  House 
Never,  probably,  did  he  exert  his  should  consider  what  would  be  the 
powers  of  persuasion  to  so  little  e fleet  on  him  if  the  vote  of  censure 
purpose.  The  House  listened  with  should  be  carried.  Safely  we  may 
a  stony  rigidity  which  once  or  twice  conclude  that,  except  in  great  terror 
was  broken  by  sounds  of  impatience  and  extremity,  when  every  straw 
as  the  oft-rej>eated  pleadings  were  must  l>e  caught  at,  such  an  appeal 
once  more  paraded  without  any  va-  would  not  have  been  stooped  to* 
riety,  save  the  protestations  and  the  If  Sir  K.  Collier's  position  would  be 
deprecations  by  which  the  speaker  piteous  under  a  vote  of  censure  on 
knows  so  well  how  to  give  solemnity  Ministers,  who,  we  may  ask,  had 
to  a  subject,  and  the  pitiful  whine  placed  him  in  that  position,  and  per-'  - 
with  which  he  concluded.  He  said  sifted  in  keeping  him  there,  despite  * 
in  substance  that  he  had  appointed  the  knowledge  that  the  censure  was 
a  man  not  qualified  aceording  to  the  impending  ?  If  Ministers  had  no 
letter  of  the  Act,  but  who  was  quali-  consideration  for  Sir  Robert  Collier, 
fied  for  the  qualification,  and  there-  how  could  they  expect  it  from  Par- 
fore  (so  he  condescended  to  put  it)  liament?  Was  Parliament,  when 
qualified  for  the  final  appointment,  vindicating  the  majesty  of  the  law, 
The  Prime  Minister  of  England,  to  be  turned  from  its  purpose  because 
speaking  to  the  House  of  Com-  a  j>erson  for  whose  behoof  the  law 
mons,  did  not  hesitate  to  claim  for  had  been  brokeu  would  feel  keenly 
himself  a  dispensing  power  which,  the  decision  of  the  country  ?  Could  • 
if  allowed,  would  make  every  restric-  Mr.  Gladstone  expect  that  this  argu- 
tion  and  reservation  in  an  Act  of  ment  would  sway  the  House  of  > 
Parliament    mere  waste   of    words.  Commons? 

You  restrict  the  Crown  in  making         How  its  own  supporters  fell  away    ,     •  ) 

certain    appointments    to    a  choice  from  the  Government,  affirming  that 
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they  could  not  in  conscience  support  of  Commons   cannot    for   long   be 

Ministers  in  this  matter ;    how  the  relied  on   to  uphold   a  Minister   in 

Government  escaped  actual  censure  doing  great  wrong ;   and  that  when 
by    a    small    majority,    but     were  '  the  day  of  reckoning  comes  the  old 

felt  to  be  virtually  censured  by  the  faults  and  the  new  will  be  expiated 

House  and  the  country  ;  these  things  together, 
will    be   known   by   means   of    the 

daily  press  before  our  day  of  publi-        Mr.  Denman,  a  Queen's  Counsel, 

cation.      The    Minister   who    could  and  a  firm  political  adherent  of  Mr. 

command  a  majority  of  near  a  hun-  Gladstone,  used  these  words  in  con- 

dred  members  a  year  ago,  felt  on  the  eluding   his  speech   on    Sir   Robert 

morning  of  the  20th   February  the  Collier's  translation  : — 

bitterness,  not  only  of  defeat,  but  of  . 

„.,*.»;»»  ,i; '.,,..«,.*  He     could    not     help    thinking    it 

coming  disgrace.  wa8  ^  mdication  o£   a  FBtato  of  ^ 

Incidentally,  in  the  discussion  on  ...   in  the  dark  as  to  what  wore  the 

Sir  It.  Collier's  translation,   the    ap-  requirements  of  the  country  which  had 

nointment  of  the  Rev.   Mr.  Harvey  caused  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  use  the 

to    Ewelme     Rectory    was    noticed.  Cou.rt  °f  Common  Pleas  in  such  a  way 

„..  .  .  •     •  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice 

This  appears  to  be  a  case  very  sum-  o£  that  Court<  to  (legrade  it,  by  turning 

lar  to   that  with  which   Parliament  it  to  a  purpose  which   was  derogatory 

was    occupied    at   the    time    of    its  to  its  position  as  one  of  the  great  supe- 

!>eiii«"    mentioned.       The     Minister's  rior  courts  of  the  country     If  thk  oon- 

i-i         i  „  i      i  ,  „,  ,wi    *u„  duct  were  passed  over  without  censure. 

choice   has  been   made    beyond    the  or    what  tET<Jovernment   should   cW- 

bounds    prescribed    by    law,    ami    it  Bider  as  a  censure,  there  would  be  the 

lias  been  sought  to  cure  the  want  of  greatest  possible  danger  of  similar  acta 

a  real,  bv  substituting  a  colourable,  being   done   again.      (Hear,   hear.)     He 

qaalificatW     It  is  an  instance  full  £>$  ^ £*  &SZ*Lg%3i 

of  danger  U>    the   country— a  small  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  an  act  on 

act    in    itself,    perhaps,    but,   coupled  any   future    occasion.      He  trusted    the 

with   other   acts,  tunning   part  of  a  Government  would  feel  that  there  was  a 

furies  which  warns  us  to  look  to  our  real,  honest  conviction  in  the  country, 

.   ,  ,        ,.  -v^       i      u.    *i  ln    the    press,   and  elsewhere,   that   our 

rights   and   safety.       No    doubt   the  courU   0*ught   to   ^   kept  BACTed  from 

public  mind,  while  intent  upon  the  attempts  such  as  this  to  tamper  with 
more  recent  illegalities,  has  been  them  (cheers);  that  our  Acts  of  Par- 
carried  back  to,  and  impressed  bv,  Jiamcnt  ought  to  be  kept  sacred,  and 
.,  ,  ill!  .  *  .r  .  «„..^.«.#;.".«  be  construed  according  to  their  spirit, 
hat  much  bolder   act  ot   prerogative  nofc    th(Jir    letter       Cheers.)      If   sue* 

by  which,  m  the   Rummer,  the   tunc-  BUould  be  the  result  of  this  discussion, 

turns  of  one  branch   of  the   Le^isla-  he  should  bo  fully  satisfied;  but,  feel- 

ture  .were   overriden.     That  seemed  «ig  as  he  did  about  this  transaction,  he 

.  n,o*t   .ueo^.ul   inroad    upon   the  ^^^-^^iJjSrS 

Constitution    at  the   time;    and   the  his  friend.     (Cheers?)" 

Hou-te  of  Commons,  which  can  judge. 

6o   shrewdly    now    that   the   conse-        Mr.   Hardy,  too,    though   without 

quenoes    are    cropping  out,  did    not  any   bitterness,  made  some  remarks 

trouble  itself  then  to  make  the  same  which  show  that  the  belief  in  Mr. 

Ptand    that     it    made    a   week    ago.  Gladstone's   political    consoientious- 

Xevertheless    the   present   plight   of    ness  is  not  what  it  was. 

Ministers,  is  a  consequence  of  which 

*i    •    -ii      i    •      i   _,*..,.».   „..<>   />omua  "When    I    recollect,      said  the    hon. 

that   ill-ad  vised  act    was  one  cause  memheT%    certain   things    which    have 

1  he  error  is   bearing   Innt  now.      It  y^n    done,    especially    by    the    Prime 

is  clear  that  a  majority  of  the  House  Minister,  in  respcot  to  Acts  of  Parlia- 
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ment,  I   am   not  so  confident   of  his  Regular  Forces  have  been  reduced 

*nto"*jon«    "*     ™™    with    reference  by     j  398    mc!)i       The     flrgt   Array 

to    Acts     of    Parliament.      (Hear.)      I  T>  i       i  j  u     i  nru\ 

do    not     impute     improper     motives  :  Keserve  has  been  increased  by  1,000 

bat  we    have    seen    that    the    words  men  ;   but  then   the  second  Reserve 

1  A  Master  of  Arts  of  Oxford  Univcr-  has  been  decreased  by  5.000  men  ; 

f^^1"?'0   L^?^111^^^1  f?  T*^  so  that  on  the   two  Reserves  there 

A  Master  of  Arts  of  Cambridge  Um-  •  i  ?  n\t\t\ mi        i 

verrity.'  (Hear,  hear.)  Again,  "parlia-  »  a  ]°*  °« m*™*'  The  chirg; 
ment  decided  that  there  should  be  *°r  Control  hstabhshments  and 
three  Commissioners  under  the  Irish  Services  is  reduced  by  £746,600, 
Act,  bat  when  one  of  the  Commission-  Mu\  the  charge  for  works  and  build- 
ers died,  no  other  was  apinrintcd  in  his  •  __  i._  /•loounn  ti.«  Am- 
place.  (Mr.  Gladstone  ]"re  made  Home  m^  h7  .^1^°°-  .  T  |«  .  Army 
remark.)  At  all  events,  there  has  been  proper  is  therefore  again  diminished, 
a  vacancy  for  some  time,  and  no  notice  but  the  'Times'  comforts  us  for 
has  been  taken  of  the  circumstance,  this  by  pointing  to  an  increase  of 
U  another  case  the  Home  Hecretary  Militia,  Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers  I 
dispensed  with  the  Factory  Act  for  a  T  .  .  i  i  u  -i  i* 
certain  purpose. "  In   transport,  supply,  and  buildings, 

the  Army  is  to  suffer;  but  again 
we  have  the  assurance  of  the 
Let  us  hope  that  the  teachings  of  'Times'  that  the  liberal  expendi- 
tlie  last  fortnight  may  not  be  wholly  turP  0r  tm.  \^t  two  vear8  mnkes  the 
thrown  away  upon  Mr.  Gladstone,  present  saving  reasonable  ami  pro- 
notwithstanding  that  he  has  shown  jH,r.  We  know  not  who  instructs 
no  sign  of  repentance  yet.  What-  the  'Times';  but  this  we  know, 
ever  may  be  his  opinion  concerning  t}lftl  military  men  will  affirm  that 
Acta  of  Parliament  which  stand  m  the  complaint  is  general  that  the 
the  way  of  his  will,  he  must  proba-  provisions  made  by  the  Government 
bly  understand  hy  this  time  that  we  hist  vear  were  far  "below  the  require- 
hold  them  to  be  sacred,  and  will  merits  of  the  Service;  that  the  Con- 
not  suffer  them  to  he  paltered  with.  trol  Department  is  not  half  organ- 
After  these  escapades,  Parliament  \^{\ .  neither,  as  a  rule,  has  it  in 
will  watch  him  mure  closely  than  R,1V  district  command  of  the  reserve 
ever,  and,  if  he  take  not  heed  to  his  0f *stores  which  has  been  laid  down 
ways,  will  make  him  feel  the  weight  ^  t}le  proper  quantity  ;  that  the 
of  its  displeasure.  magazines  and  store-buildings  are 
Turning  from  these  dissensions  altogether  insufficient  for  the  store* 
to  the  Army  Estimates,  which  have  that  we  ought  to  have  ;  that  the 
been  laid  before;  Parliament,  but  of  total  barrack  accommodation  of  the 
which  we  shall  know  only  the  whole  kingdom  is  insufficient  to 
general  totals  before  we  go  to  press,  give  adequate  space  and  shelter  to 
wo  find  one  of  our  fears  realised  in  the  troops  actually  under  arms ;  and 
the  insufficiency  of  the  provisions,  that  the  character  of  the  accomino- 
Notwithstandingtlie  charge  for  the  re-  dation  in  very  many  of  the  barracks 
demption  of  officers'  commissions,  the  is  inconsistent  with  the  scale  accord- 
Estimates  are  lower  by  £1,027,200*  ing  to  which,  under  many  a  Coiri- 
than  those  of  last  year.  This  mission's  approved  report,  and  many 
means  that  the  men  and  materiel  a  Royal  Warrant,  the  country  has 
have  been  reduced  in  order  that  undertaken  that  officers  and  soldiers 
commissions  may  be  paid  for  and  a  shall  be  provided.  Last  year,  or  we 
saving  nevertheless  exhibited.     The  err,  the  barrack  accommodation  was 

*  We  obtained  our  information  from  the  '  Time*.' 
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too  little  by  about  10,000  men's  ment,  not  to  take  notice  of  the  re- 
cover; and  yet  we  are  in  a  position  mark  made  by  Mr.  Miall  in  reference 
to  cut  down  the  estimates  for  build-  to  the  Burials  Bill.  That  honour- 
ings!  It  is  not  the  barracks  only,  able  member  professed  himself  in- 
but  the  defences  also,  which  are  not*  different  to  the  measure  referred  to, 
to  be  provided  for  this  year  as  last,  except  so  far  as  it  is  part  of  a  larger 
There  is  to  be  a  saving  of  £20,000  scheme,  the  larger  scheme  being  no 
on  fortifications  and  Control  build-  doubt  the  disestablishment  of  the 
ings.  Commissions  are  thus  to  be  Church  of  England.  This  is  a  warn- 
paid  for  out  of  the  very  muscle  and  ing  which  churchmen  should  not 
marrow  of  the  Service ;  and  this  is  neglect.  The  Nonconformists  will 
proposed  at  a  time  when  the  coun-  make  trial  of  strength  on  the  Educa- 
try  possibly  lies  open  to  the  dan-  tion  question,  and  if  they  are  power- 
gers  to  which  we  have  already  ad-  ful  enough  to  reverse  the  lately- 
verted,  but  which  we  will  not  again  made  law  on  that  subject,  no  doubt 
press  into  notice.  Is  this  the  way  they  will  attack  the  Church.  It 
in  which  panics  are  to  be  made  im-  should  be  the  care  of  all  who  re- 
possible  for  the  future  ?  *  Assured-  spect  the  Church  to  give  them  a  re- 
ly Ministers  ought  to  be  quietly  but  buff  on  the  Education  question  such 
certainly  setting  our  house  in  order,  as  may  discourage  them  for  the  pre- 
instead  of  angling  for  Radical  votes  sent  from  making  the  attack.  And 
by  weakening  our  defences.  Fur-  the  position  which  they  have  taken 
thcr  back  we  wondered  whether  up  makes  it  important  that  Mr. 
efficiency  or  economy  would  be  pre-  Gladstone's  influence  should  be  effec- 
ferred ;  we  see  now  that  economy  tually  and  permanently  weakened. 
has  carried  the  day.  But  there  is  The  Dissenters  have  for  the  present 
yet  the  action  of  Parliament  to  be  taken  up  a  position  hostile  to  the 
taken,  and  our  hope  is  that  not  only  Government.  It  will  naturally  be 
the  provisions  of  the  Estimates,  but  the  desire  of  Mr.  Gladstone  to  win 
the  state  of  troops,  arms,  materiel,  them  back,  to  gain  which  end  it  is 
stores,  barracks,  and  works,  will  be  to  be  feared  that  he  might  be  tempt- 
thoroughly  scanned  by  Parliament,  ed  to  sacrifice  the  Church  or  any- 
and  some  plain  knowledge  arrived  thing  else  which  he  might  have 
at  as  to  our  fitness  or  unfitness  to  power  to  make  away  with.  We 
take  our  own  part  if  ill-fortune  and  must  only  hope,  as  we  fairly  may, 
weak  policy  should  make  it  neces-  that  the  action  of  Parliament,  and 
sary  for  us  to  do  so.f  the  alienation  of  the  country  from 
It  would  be  wrong,  while  we  are  the  Ministry,  will  be  so  marked  thia 
discussing    proceedings     in    Parlia-  Session  as  to  prevent  the  leaving  of 


*  Although  we  have  Raid  it  more  than  once,  we  take  leave  to  nay  again,  that  it  is 
possible  for  a  Government  seriously  to  impair  our  military  efficiency  and  yet  to  keep 
the  evil  concealed  for  a  time.  Soldiers  ana  sailors  do  not  make  a  practice  of  publish- 
ing to  the  world  what  they  know  concerning  deficiencies  and  neglects,  and  the  gene- 
ral public  cannot  perceive  defects  which  lie  below  the  surface.  It  is  therefore  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  Army  and  Navy  Estimates  should  be  this  year  examined 
and  criticised  by  competent  persons  independent  of  the  Ministry,  lest  the  country  in 
some  day  of  danger  should  be  made  heart-sick  by  the  discovery  that  the  little  that  has 
been  done  is  superficial,  and  that  the  Services  afe  paralysed  for  want  of  accessories. 

t  Al>out  to  go  to  press,  we  hear  that  Lord  Northbrook  is  to  succeed  the  much- 
lamented  Lord  Mayo  as  Governor-General  of  India.  In  this  case  the  War  Office  will 
lose  the  Under-Secretary,  who  has  been  reputed  to  have  the  best  head,  and  to  be  tilt 
only  person  gifted  with  the  power  of  deciding,  within  its  walls. 
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• 
any  of  our  institutions  longer  at  Mr.  be  the  object  of  his  petulance  and 
Gladstone's  disposal.  scorn.  It  was  clear  to  us  that  al- 
As  we  have  always  predicted  the  though  the  Peers  might  not  care, 
failure  of  Mr.  Gladstone  s  popularity  might  not  indeed  be  able,  to  van- 
which  has  now  occurred,  it  may  4  quish  Mr.  Gladstone  in  the  first  flush 
interest  some  of  our  readers  to  learn  of  his  success,  yet  that  the  day  must 
the  grounds  on  which  we  founded  come  to  him,  as  it  has  come  to  others, 
our  anticipation.  One  principal  when  he  would  dash  his  foot  against 
foundation  for  our  opinion  was  this,  a  stone,  and  that  in  such  a  case 
that  we  perceived  the  almost  childish  the  just  resentment  of  the  Lords 
reliance  with  which  Mr.  Gladstone  would  be  of  terrible  import  against 
leaned  on  one  branch  of  the  Leg  is-  him.  A  statesman  who  commences 
lature  alone,  indifferent  to,  or  even  business  showing  so  plainly  that  he 
defiant  of,  the  other.  From  the  relies  on  popularity  alone,  cannot  in 
»  first  it  was  evident  that  he  regarded  our  opinion  enjoy  a  long  or  a  pros- 
the  House  of  Lords  as  a  body  to  be  perous  tenure  of  office.  It  was  not, 
coerced  and  bullied  rather  than  to  however,  only  in  the  recklessness 
be  propitiated — as  a  target  in  which  with  which  he  commenced  work 
he  might  plant  shafts  so  as  to  gain  that  we  saw  signs  of  failure ;  in  the 
applause  from  his  followers,  but  very  association  by  which  ho  made 
never  as  a  power  whose  disposition  himself  momentarily  strong  the  same 
could  at  any  time  be  of  importance  to  was  to  be  seen.  A  Quaker  Govern- 
his  fortunes.  Such  a  regard  of  such  ment  for  a  country  like  this,  with 
an  institution  was  not  only  unpatri-  all  its  instincts,  persuasions,  and 
otic,  but  it  argued  the  greatest  want  traditions!  The  doctrines  of  peace 
of  discernment  and  prevision.  Now  at  any  price,  withdrawal  from  the 
they  who  can  make  the  least  use  of  disputes  which  may  agitate  other 
history  must  know  that  institutions  nations,  reference  of  all  our  own 
which  have  become  rooted  in  a  na-  disputes  to  arbitration,  though  they 
tion,  and  are  the  growth  of  centuries,  amuse  the  people  in  quiet  times, 
are  not  subjects  for  a  popular  Minister  can  never  be  adopted  as  his  guides 
to  take  his  pleasure  on.  They  do  not  in  practice  by  any  one  deserving  the 
continually  exhibit  feats  of  strength,  name  of  an  English  statesman.  The 
neither  can  they  at  all  times  success-  regulation  of  foreign  affairs  by  such 
fully  resist  the  outbursts  of  epheme-  a  method  cannot,  satisfy  a  shrewd 
ral  passion,  but  they  have  a  latent  and  spirited  people,  but  must  pro- 
vitality  which  in  the  long-run  will  duee  complications  and  heartburn- 
wear  out  assailants  and  generations  ings  which  will  speedily  bring 
of  assailant*.  The  rebound  of  the  the  method  into  disrepute.  Fur- 
oak  crushed  the  strong  man  in  the  thcrmore,  cheap  Governments  must 
moment  of  his  fancied  triumph,  always  enter  upon  their  duties 
We  always  considered  Mr.  Glad-  shackled.  It  is  possible  for  a  time,  by 
stone's  treatment  of  the  House  of  simply  neglecting  to  make  the  neces- 
Lords  as  indiscreet  in  the  highest  sary  provision  for  the  public  service, 
degree.  He  seemed  never  to  re-  to  make  a  show  of  considerable  sav- 
member  its  origin  or  history,  or  its  ing ;  but  a  day  of  retribution  always 
intimate  connection  with  our  nation-  follows  the  ill-judged  parsimony, 
ality ;  but  he  seemed  to  see  in  it  Defects  in  the  departments  cannot 
only  a  body  whose  majority  dis-  be  kept  long  concealed,  and  once 
approved  of  his  policy  and  acts,  and  they  come  to  light  the  people  have 
which,  for  that  reason  alone,  was  to  little  thanks  to  give  to  the  Ministers 
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who  failed  to  prevent  them.  It  was  the  known  proclivity  of  the  latter 
certain,  too,  that  the  Army  and  to.  give  way  to  clamour  and  prea- 
Navy,  though  overborne  for  a  time  sure.  When  the  sections  rival  each 
by  the  power  of  a  reckless  Minister,  other  in  making  a  noise,  the  co- 
would  sooner  or  later  make  their  hesion  of  the  party  under  the 
voices  heard,  and  rise  up  in  judg-  guidance  of  leaders  is  gone.  We 
ment  against  a  suicidal  policy,  confess  that  we  did  not  expect 
Foreign  complications  would  arise,  Mr.  Gladstone  to  be  guilty  of  at- 
and  then  the  inquiry  from  all  sides  tempting  to  override  the  Legislature 
would  be,  not  how  much  money  has  by  the  exercise  of  prerogative,  nei- 
been  saved,  but  what  means  have  ther  did  we  think  he  would  be  so 
we  of  confronting  our  enemies?  In  mad  as  to  set  the  Acts  of  the  exist- 
all  these  matters  Mr.  Gladstone  ap-  ing  Parliament  at  defiance.  He  has 
peared  to  commit  the  great  mistake  not  come  short  of,  but  he  has  gone 
of  taking  the  cries  which  are  con  tin-  beyond,  the  errors  which  we  looked 
ually  being  raised,  partly  by  discon-  for,  and  so  he  has  hastened  his  fall. 
tented  persons  and  partly  by  per-  It  will  be  observed  that  the  ques- 
sons  whose  business  it  is  to  make  tion  now  before  us  all  is,  not  as  to 
others  discontented,  as  his  guide  in  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
legislation.  It  is  rarely  that  such  favouring  some  particular  measure 
cries  indicate  the  real  wants  of  the  advocated  by  Ministers,  but  whether 
country,  or  that  it  is  safe  to  comply  Ministers,  and  especially  the  Prime 
fully  with  what  they  demand.  The  Minister,  are  fit  to  govern,  at  all.  It 
first  concession  to  them  shows  a  is  not  a  particular  policy,  but  Mr. 
Government  to  have  no  firm  policy  Gladstone's  reputation  as  a  states- 
of  its  own,  and  leads  to  a  series  of  man,  which  is  in  imminent  danger. 
demands  increasing  in  rapid  pro-  He  has  appeared  to  us  as  one  who 
gression.  It  is  impossible  to  com-  travelled  along  from  end  to  end  of 
ply  with  all  these ;  and  not  to  corn-  the  axis  of  an  ellipse,  the  breadth 
ply  gives  offence,  and  alienates  of  the  figure  indicating  at  each  stage 
voters  and  constituencies.  Besides,  his  success.  Starting  at  one  end 
the  time  must  come  when  the  body  when  he  first  attracted  notice,  at 
of  the  nation  will  find  out  the  folly  every  wheel  or  quarrel  he  passed  on 
of  governing  according  to  clamour,  to  a  wider  and.  wider  attainment 
and  will  interpose  between  the  Now  it  would  seem  that  the  longest 
Ministry  and  the  noisy  parties,  transverse  line  has  been  passed.  The 
What  above  all  assured  us  of  Mr.  alliance  with  Mr.  Brighton  which 
GLidstone's  failure  was  the  com-  he  last  placed  himself,  gave  him 
position  of  the  majority  which  he  his  widest  popularity.  When  he 
headed.  It  was  made  up  of  sections  shall  advance  beyond  that,  as  he 
all  anxious  for  some  disturbance  of  will  do  if  he  quarrels  with  the 
existing  methods  and  institutions,  Liberal  party,  his  field  will  contract 
but  holding  opinions  and  entertain-  as  it  before  expanded,  and  he  may 
ing  hopes  incompatible  one  with  find  himself  getting  into  narrower 
another.  For  a  while  it  might  be  and  narrower  limits,  only  that  they 
united  in  some  general  attempt ;  but  will  bo  at  the  revolutionary,  in- 
dissensions  were  sure  to  show  them-  stead  of  the  conservative,  end  of 
selves,  and  these,  on  appearing,  the  figure.  Beales,  Finlen,  Brad- 
would  be  the  more  violent  and  bit-  laugh,  have  already  had  some  little 
ter,  and  excite  the  greater  dissatis-  friendly  passages  with  Mr.  Gladstone, 
faction   with    the    Government,  for  which  hereafter  may  ripen  into  al- 
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lianccs,  each  of  which  may  have  its  contrived  to  acquire  great  power: 
day.  We  look  forward  with  some  he  kept  it  for  a  season :  it  began  to 
anxiety  to  the  dissolution  of  his  wane,  and  he  resorted  to  all  manner 
Government;  but  that  anxiety  is  of  shifts  to  retain  it,  every  tempo- 
tempered  by  the  reflection  that,  rary  expedient  but  making  his  ulti- 
join  himself  to  what  section  he  may,  mate  downfall  more  certain  and  more 
ho  can  never  again  be  so  dangerous  hopeless.  Now,  it  would  seem,  the 
as  he  was  at  the  beginning  of  18C9.  end  is  near,  when,  having  sacrificed 
The  *  Examiner '  newspaper  did  consistency,  and  led  the  attack  on  all 
not  refrain  from  saying,  as  we  that  he  had  formerly  revered  and 
showed  last  month,  that  in  a  former  upheld,  and  destroyed  some  things, 
age  the  political  sins  of  Mr.  Glad-  after  mismanaging  every  depart- 
stone's  Government  would  have  ment  of  the  State,  and  bringing  the 
been  explained  by  supra-mundane,  country  into  confusion,  he  is  hawk- 
if  not  by  diabolical,  agency.  We  cer-  ed  at,  and  stricken  down,  not  by  his 
tainly  would  not  have  originated  that  earliest  associates  on  whom  he  turned 
remark;  but,  the  idea  being  sug-  in  the  day  of  his  prosperity,  but 
gested  to  us,  we  see  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  by  the  very  factions  for  whose  favour 
career  one  of  those  cases  from  the  he  sacrificed  all,  and  by  whose  help 
like  of  which  imaginative  minds  in  he  throve  for  a  season.  To  complete 
former  days  may  have  invented  the  resemblance  of  his  case  to  the 
stories  of  unmentionable  compacts,  old  legends  it  is  only  necessary  that 
By  breaking  with  all  his  former  all  who  hear  of  his  fall  should  say 
associates,  by  flinging  away  all  the  that  he  has  his  just  reward.  And 
convictions  in  which  lie  had  been  in  this  point  the  likeness  promises 
brought  up,  and  to  which  he  had  to  hold  good. 
been  foremost  in    giving  voice,   he 
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CITAPTER    XL  VIII. — A  BREATHLESS    DISINTERMENT. 

By   this   time   we   were  up  to  all  house  made  so  highly  much  of  us, 

the  ins  and  outs  of  everything.     A  that  Jerry  forgot  the  true  line  of 

sailor  has  such  a  knowledge  of  knots,  reasoning,  even  before  nine  o'clock 

and  the  clever  art  of  splicing,  that  at  night,   and   dissented    from   mj' 

you  cannot  play  loose  tricks,  in  try-  conclusions  so  widely,  and  with  so 

ing   on   a    yarn   with   him.      Jerry  much   arrogance,    that    it    did    not 

Toms  and  I  were  ready,  long  before  grieve  me  (after  he  got  up)  to  have 

that    day   was   out,   to  tie    up   our  knocked  him  down  like  a  nincpin. 

minds  in  a  bow-line  knot,  and  never  However,  in  the  morning  he  was 

more  undo  them.     Jerry  went  even  all   right,  and  being  informed  upon 

beyond  my  views,  as  was  sure  to  be,  every  side  that  the  cook  did  it  with 

because  he  knew  so  much  less  of  the  the  rolling-pin,  he  acknowledged  the 

matter;  he  would  have  it  that  Par-  justice  of  it,   having  paid  more  at- 

son    Chowne    had   choked  the   two  tention  to  her  than  a   married  lady 

children  without  any  aid,  and  then,  might  approve,  though  parted  from 

in  hatred  and  mockery  of  the  noble  her  husband.     However,  she  forgave 

British   uniform,    had  buried    them  him  nobly,  and  he  did  the  same  to 

deep  in  Braunton  Burrows,  wearing  her ;  and  I,  with  all  my  knowledge 

a  cocked  for  a  shovel  hat,  purely  by  of  women,  made  avowal  in  the  pre- 

way  of  outrage.  sence  of  the  lady-housekeeper,  that 

On  the  other  hand,  while  I  agreed  my  only  uneasiness  was  to  be  certain 

with  Jerry  up  to  a  certain  distance,  whether  I  ought  to  admire  the  more 

I   knew    more    of    Parson    Chowne  the  behaviour  on  her  part  or  on  his. 

(whom  he  never  had  set  eyes  upon)  And  the  cook  had  no   certainty  in 

than  to  listen  to  such  rubbish.     And  the  morning,  exactly  what  she  might 

while  we   agreed   in    the    main    so  have  done. 

truly,    and  thoroughly  praised  each  This  little  matter  made  a  stir  far 

other's  wisdom,  all  the  people  in  the  beyond  its  value;  and  having  some 
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knowledge  of  British  nature,  I  pro-  they  like  their  place,  and  they  tempt 

posed  to  the  comitatus,  with  defer-  us  down  into  it. 

ence  both   to   the  cook  and  house-  Be  that  either  way — and  now  un- 

keeper,    also  a  glance   at   the   first  womanly   women   waste   their  good 

housemaid,  that  we  should  right  all  brains  upon  a  trifle  of  this  kind — 

misunderstanding  by  dining  togeth-  rabbiting  was  to  be  our  sport ;  and 

er  comfortably,  an  hour  before  the  no  sooner  was  the  dinner  done,  and 

usual  time.     Because,   as   I   clearly  ten  minutes  given  to   the  maids  to 

expressed  it,  yet  most  inoffensively,  dress,  than  every   dog   on  the  pre- 

our  breakfast  had  been  ruined  by  a  mises  worth   his   salt   was  whistled 

piece,  I  might  say,   of  misconstrue-  for.     It  would  have  amused  you  to 

tion   overnight  between  two  admir-  ?ee   the  maids,   or  I  might   say  all 

able  persons.     And  Heaviside  came  the   womankind,    coming    out    with 

in  just  then,  and  put  the  cap  on  all  their  best  things  on,  and  their  hair 

of  it,   by   saying   that  true    sailors  done   up,    and   all  pretending  never 

were  the  greatest  of  all  sportsmen  ;  even  to  have  seen  a  looking-glass, 

therefore,  in  honour  of   our  arrival,  Madame  Heaviside   (as   she  com- 

he   had  asked,   and  got  leave  from  manded   all   people   to    entitle  her) 

the  gamekeepers,    to    give    a  great  was  of  the  whole  the  very  grandest 

rabbiting   that   afternoon    down    on  as    regards    appearance.       Also    in 

Braunton  Burrows ;   and   he   hoped  manner    and   carrying    on ;   but  of 

that  Mistress   Cockhanterbury,    be-  this    1    have    no    time    to     speak, 

ing    the     lady-housekeeper,     would  Enough   that  the  former  Naval  In- 

gracc  the  scene  with  her  presence,  structor  thought  it  wiser  to  keep  his 

and   let    every    maid    come    to   the  own  place,  and  let  her  flirt  with  the 

utmost.  gamekeepers.      We   had   dogs,   and 

Hcaviside\s  speech,  though  nothing  ferrets,  and   nets,   and  spades,  and 

in  itself,  neither  displaying  any  man-  guns   for    those    who    were    clever 

ner  at  all,    was   received   with   the  enough   to   keep   from  letting  them 

hottest  applause ;  and  for  some  time  off    at    all,    and     to    frighten    the 

Jerry  and   I  had  to  look  at  one  an-  women   without   any  harm.     There 

other,  without  any  woman  to  notice  must   have  been  five-and-twenty  of 

us.     Wc  made  allowance  for  this,  of  us  in  number  altogether,  besides  at 

course,  although  wc  did  not  like  it.  least  a   score   of  children   who  ran 

For,  after  all,  who  was  Heaviside  ?  down  from  Braunton  village,   when 

But  wo  felt  so  sorely  the  ill  effects  they  saw  what  we  were  at.     There 

of  the  absence  of  perfect   harmony  was  no  restraint  laid  upon  ua  by  any 

upon  the  preceding  evening   (when  presence    of    the    gentry ;    for   Sir 

all  our  male  members  of  the  human  Philip  was  not  in  the   humour  for 

race  took  more  or  less  the  marks  of  sport,  and  the  Squire  of  course  kept 

knuckles),    that  a  sense  of  stiffness  himself  to  his  room ;  and  as  for  the 

helped   us  to  make  no  objection  to  Captain,   we   had   no   token    of  his 

anything.     And  tenfold  thus,   when  return  from  South  Devon  yet. 

we  saw  how  the  maids  had  made  up  Therefore   we  had  the  most  won- 

their  minds   for    frolicking.     These  derful  fun,  enjoying  the  wildness  of 

young  things  must  have  their  way,  the  place,  and  the  freshness  of  the 

as  well  as  the  nobler  lot  of  us  ;  for  river  air,  and  wilfulness  of  the  sand- 

they  really  have  not  so  very  much  hills,  also  the   hide-and-seek  of  the 

less   of   mind   than    higher    women  rushes,  and  the  many  ups  and  downs 

have ;  and  they  feel  what  a  woman  and  pleasure  of  Jielping  the  young 

is  too  well  to  push   themselves  so  women  in  and  out,  also  how  these 

forward.    They  know  their  place,  and  latter  got  (if  they   had  any  limbs 
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they  were  proud  of)  into  rabbit-holes  way  and  another,  when  Heaviside 

on  purpose  to  be  lifted  out  of  them,  came   up,  almost   at   a   run,   to    a 

and  fill  the  rosettes  of  their  shoes,  hill  where  Jerry  Toms  and  I  were 

and  have  them  dusted  by  a  naval  sitting  down,  to  look    about  a  bit, 

man's  very  best  pocket-handkerchief  and  to  let  the  young  women  admire 

— together  with  a  difficulty  of  stand-  us. 

ing  on  one  foot  while  doing  it,  or  "  What's  the  matter  ?"  said  I,  not 
having  it  done  to  them,  and  a  fear  liking  to  be  interrupted  thus, 
of  breathing  too  much  out — after  "  Matter  enough,"  he  panted  out ; 
onion-sauce  at  dinner-time — which  u  where  is  Madame?  The  Lord 
made  their  figures  look  beautiful,  keep  her  away." 
Enough  that  I  took  my  choice  "  Madame  is  gone  down  to  the 
among  them,  for  consideration  ;  cave  in  the  sand,"  said  Jerry,  though 
and  jotted  down  the  names  of  three  I  frowned  at  him,  "  together  with 
who  must  have  some  cash  from  their  that  handsome  fellow — f  forget  his 
petticoats.  Let  nobody  for  a  mo-  name — underkeeper  they  call  him." 
ment  dream  that  I  started  with  this  u  Hurrah,  my  hearties !"  cried  Hea- 
intention.  The  rest  of  my  life  was  viside ;  "  that  is  luck,  and  no  mis- 
to  be  devoted  to  the  Royal  Navy,  take.  Now  lend  a  hand  every  lub- 
if  only  a  hot  war  should  come  ber  of  you.  Her  pet  doe  Snap 
again  ;  of  which  we  already  felt  is  in  the  sand ;  '  with  the  devil  to 
simmerings.  But  I  could  not  re-  pay,  and  no  pitch  hot,'  if  we  take 
gard  all  these  things,  after  so  many  long  to  get  him  out  again." 
years  at  sea,  without  some  desire  We  knew  what  he  meant;  for 
for  further  acquaintance  with  the  several  dogs  of  an  over-zealous  char- 
meaning  of  everything.  At  sea  we  acter  had  been  smothered  in  and 
forget  a  great  deal  of  their  ways,  buried  in  the  rabbit-galleries,  through 
When  we  come  ashore — there  they  the  stupidity  of  people  who  crowded 
are  again.  upon  the  cone  over  them.*  Some 
This  is  a  very  childish  thing  for  had  been  dug  out  alive,  and  some 
a  man  like  me  to  think  of.  Never-  dead,  according  to  what  their  luck 
theless  I  do  fall  back  from  perfect  was.  And  now  we  were  bound  to 
propriety  sometimes ;  never  as  re-  dig  out  poor  Snap,  and  woe  to 
gards  money ;  but  when  my  feelings  us  all  if  we  found  him  dead ! 
are  touched  by  the  way  in  which  I  took  the  biggest  spade,  as  well 
superior  young  women  try  to  catch  as  the  entire  command  of  all  of 
me;  or  when  my  opinion  is  asked  them,  and  we  started  at  quick  step 
conscientiously  as  to  cordials.  And  for  the  place  which  Heaviside  point- 
this  same  afternoon  the  noble  clear-  ed  out  to  us.  He  told  us,  so  far  as 
ness  of  the  sun  and  air,  and  the  his  breath  allowed,  that  his  small 
sound  of  merry  voices  glancing  brown  terrier  Snap  had  found  a 
where  all  the  world  (unless  it  were  rabbit  of  tender  age  hiding  in  a 
soft  sand)  would  have  echoed  them,  tuft  of  rushes.  Snap  put  all  speed 
and  the  sense  of  going  sporting —  on  at  once,  but  young  bunny  had 
which  is  half  the  game  of  it — these  the  heels  of  him,  and  flipped  up 
and  other  things,  as  well  as  the  fat-  her  tail  at  the  mouth  of  a  hole,  witn 
ness  of  the  rabbits'  backs,  and  great  an  air  of  defiance  which  provoked 
skill  not  to  bruise  them,  led  the  Snap  beyond  all  discretion.  He 
whole  of  us,  more  or  less,  into  con-  scarcely  stopped  to  think  before  he 
templation  of  Nature's  beauties,  plunged  with  a  yelp  into  the  hole, 
We  must  have  killed  more  than  a  while  another  and  a  wiser  dog  came 
hundred  and  fifty  coneys,   in  one  up,  and  shook  his  ears  at  it    For  a 
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little  while   they  heard    poor   Snap  Captain  of    the  Royal    Navy,  with 

working    away   in     great    %ecstasy,  Snap    inside  of    it,  and    not    quite 

scratching  at  narrow  turns,  and  yelp-  dead ! 

ing  when  he  almost  got  hold  of  fur.  Such  a  cheer  and  sound  arose 
Hcaviside  stood,  in  his  heavy  way,  (the  moment  that  Snap  gave  a  little 
whistling  into  the  entrance-hole,  sniff),  from  universal  excitement  and 
which  went  down  from  a  steep  joy,  with  Heaviside  at  the  head  of 
ascent  with  a  tuft  of  rushes  over  it.  it,  that  I  feared  to  be  hoisted  quite 
But  Snap  was  a  great  deal  too  game-  out  of  the  hole,  and  mounted  on 
some  a  dog  to  come  back— even  if  he  human  shoulders.  This  I  like  well 
heard  him.  Meanwhile  a  lot  of  enough  now  and  then,  having  many 
bulky  fellows,  who  could  do  no  a  time  deserved  without  altogether 
more  than  clap  their  hands,  got  on  ensuing  it ;  but  I  could  not  stop  to 
the  brow  of  the  burrow  and  stamped,  think  of  any  private  triumph  now. 
and  shouted  to  Snap  to  dig  deeper.  The  whole  of  my  heart  was  hot  in- 
Then  of  a  sudden  the  whole  hill  side  me,  through  what  1  was  think- 
slided,  as   a   hollow   fire    does,    and  ing  of. 

cast  a  great  part  of  itself  into  a  deep  That    poor    honest    fellow,  who 

gully    on    the   north    of    it.      And  so  eschewed  the  adornment  of  the 

those  great   louts  who   had    sent  it  outward  man,  and  carried  out  pure 

down   so,  found   it   very  hard   (and  Christianity  so  as  to  take  no  heed 

never   deserved)    to  get  their    legs  of  what    he  wore,    or  whether    he 

out.  wore  anything  whatever;    yet  who 

No    wonder    that    Hcaviside    had  really  felt  for    people  of   a  weaker 

made  such  a  run  to  come  and  fetch  cultivation,  to  such  an  extreme  that 

us.      For  Snap  must  be  now  many  he  hardly  ever   went    out    by   day 

feet  under   ground,  and    the  Naval  much, — this   noble  man   had   given 

Instructor  knew  what   it   would  be  evidence  such  as  no  man,  who  had 

to  go  home  to  Nanette  without  him.  lost     respect    by   keeping   a  tailor, 

He  stood  above  the  slip  and  listen-  could    doubt  of.      In  itself,  it  was 

cd,  and  there  was  no  bark  of  Snap  ;  perspicuous  ;  and  so  was  the  witness, 

while  to  my  mind  came  back  strange-  before  he  put  up  with  a  sack,  in 

ly  thoughts  of  the  five  poor  sons  of  order  to  tender  it. 

Sker,  and  of  the  little  one  dwelling  in  The  whole  force  of  this  broke  up- 

sand,  forlorn  and  abandoned  Bardie,  on  me  now ;  while  the  others  wore 

4i  Dig  away,  my  lads,  dig  away !"  showing  the  hat  round,  or  blowing 
I  cried,  from  force  of  memory,  and  into  the  little  dog's  nostrils,  and 
setting  example  to  every  one  ;  "  I  with  a  rabbit's  tail-  tickling  him  ;  be- 
have seen  a  thing  like  this  before  ;  cause  in  a  singlo  glance  I  had  seen 
it  only  wants  quick  digging."  We  that  the  hat  was  our  Captain  Bamp- 
dug  and  dug,  and  drove  our  pit  fylde's.  And  then  I  thought  of 
through  several  decks  of  rabbit-  old  Sir  Philip,  striding  sadly  along 
berths  ;  and  still  I  cried  "  Dig  on,  these  burrows,  for  ever  seeking 
my  lads !"  .although  they  said  it  something.  "  Dig  away,  dig  away, 
was  hopeless.  Then  suddenly  some  my  lads.  Never  mind  the  little  dog. 
one  struck  something  hard,  and  Let  the  maidens  see  to  him.  Un- 
cried  "Halloa,"  and  frightened  us.  der  our  feet  there  is  something  no*f 
Wo  crowded  round,  and  I  took  the  worth  a  hundred  thousand  dogs." 
lead,  and  made  the  rest  keep  back  All  the  people  stood  and  stared,  and 
from  me,  in  right  of  superior  disci-  thought  that  I  was  off  my  wits  ; 
pline.  And  thence  I  heaved  out  a  and  but  for  my  uniform,  not  one 
beautiful  cocked  -  hat  of   a  British  would  ever  have  stopped  to  hearken 
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me.  It  was  useless  to  speak  to  breath  of  awe  drew  through  all  of 
Heaviside.  The  whole  of  his  mind  us,  and  several  of  the  women  upon 
was  exhausted  by  anxiety  as  to  his  the  hill  shrieked  and  dropped,  and 
wife's  little  dog.  No  sleep  could  he  the  children  fled,  and  the  men 
see  before  him  for  at  least  three  feared  to  come  any  nearer.  Even 
lunar  months,  unless  little  Snap  my  three  or  four  fellow-diggers  leap- 
came  round  again.  So  I  had  to  ed  from  the  hole  with  alacrity,  leav- 
rely  on  myself  alone,  and  Jerry  ing  me  all  by  myself  to  go  on  with 
Toms,  and  two  gamekeepers.  this     piteous    disinterment      For  a 

All    these   were   for    giving    up ;  moment  I  trembled  too  much  to  do 

because  I  can  tell  you  it  is  no  joke  so,  and  leaned  on  my  spade  in  the 

to  throw  out  spadeful  after  spadeful  dusky    grave,    watching     the    poor 

of   this   heavy  deceitful   sand,  with  little  things,  and  loath  to  break  with 

half  of  it  coming  back  into  the  hole  ;  sacrilegious    hands     such    innocent 

and  the  place  where  you  stand  not  and    eternal    rest      "  Ye  pure  and 

steadfast      And    the    rushes    were  stainless    souls,"  I  cried,  "  hovering 

combing    darkly  over    us,    showing  even  now  above  us,  in   your   guar- 

their  ginger-coloured  roots,  and  with  dian  angel* s  arms,  and  appealing  for 

tufts  of  jagged  eyebrows  threatening  judgment  on  your  icy -hearted  mur- 

overwhelment      For    our    lives   we  derer,  pardon  me  for  thus  invading, 

worked  away — with  me  (as  seems  to  in  the  sacred  cause  of    justice,  the 

be  my    fate)  compelled    to    be   the  calm  sleep  of  your  tenements." 

master — and  all  the  people  looking  In  this  sad  and  solemn  moment, 

down,  and  ready  to  revile  us,  if  we  with  all  the  best  spectators  moved 

could  not  find  a  stirring  thing.     But  to   tears  by  my  deep  eloquence,  a3 

we  did  find  a  stirring  thing,  exactly  well  as  their   own  rich  sympathies, 

as  I  will  tell  you.  it  struck  me  that  the  legs  of  one  of 

For  suddenly  my  spade  struck  the  corpses  stuck  up  rather  strange- 
something  soft,  and  which  returned  ly.  I  had  not  been  taken  aback,  at 
no  sound,  and  yet  was  fine  enough  all,  by  the  bright  preservation  of 
to  stop,  or  at  any  rate  to  clog  the  hands  and  toes,  because  I  knew 
tool.  Although  it  was  scarcely  what  the  power  of  sand  is  when 
twilight  yet,  and  many  people  stood  the  air  is  kept  far  away ;  but  it  was 
around  us,  a  feeling  not  of  fear  so  dead  against  all  my  experience,  that 
much  as  horror  seized  upon  me.  even  a  baby,  eight  years  buried, 
Because  this  was  not  like  the  case  should  have  that  muscular  power  of 
of  digging  out  poor  bodies  smothered  leg.  Without  any  further  hesita- 
by  accident  or  the  will  of  God,  but  tion,  up  I  caught  the  nearest  of 
was  something  far  more  dreadful ;  them,  being  desperate  now  to  know 
proof,  to  wit,  of  atrocious  murder  what  whould  be  the  end  of  it. 
done  by  villany  of  mankind  upon  Three  or  four  women,  whose  age 
two  little  helpless  babes.  So  that  had  passed  from  lying  in  to  laying  out, 
I  scarce  could  hold  the  spade,  when  now  ran  down  the  hill  in  great  zeal- 
a  piece  of  white  linen  appeared  ousness  ;  but  though  their  prof ession 
through  the  sand,  and  then  some  is  perhaps  the  most  useful  of  all  as 
tresses  of  long  fair  hair,  and  then  yet  invented  by  human  nature,  there 
•two  little  hands  crossed  on  the  was  no  exercise  for  it  now.  For 
breast,  and  a  set  of  small  toes  stick-  behold,  in  the  evening  light,  and  on 
ing  upward.  And  close  at  hand  the  brink  of  the  grave,  were  laid 
lay  another  young  body,  of  about  two  very  handsome  and  large  Dutch 
the  same  size,  or  a  trifle  larger.  dolls,  clad  in  their  night-gowns,  and 

At  this  terrible  sight,  the  deepest  looking  as  fresh  as  when  they  left 
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the    doll-maker's    shop.     The    sand  "Come,  my  lads,"    I    said,  "we 

remained    in  their    hair  of    course,  have  done  a  better  turn  to  the  gen- 

and    in  their    linen,  but    fell    away  tlcman  who  feeds  us  than  if  we  had 

(by  reason  of  its  dryness)  from  their  found  two  thousand  babies,  such  as 

faces,  and  hands,  and  feet,  the  whole  you   ran  away  from.     Rally  round 

of  which  were  of  fine  hard  wax.     But  me,  if  you  have  a  spark  of  courage 

the  joints  of  their  arms  and  legs  had  in  your  loutish  bodies.     You  little 

stiffened,  from    having    no   children  know  how  much    hangs    on    this ; 

to  work  them,  also  their  noses  had  while  in  your   clumsy  witless  way, 

been  spoiled  at  some  stage  of  their  you  are   making  a  stupid   joke   of 

exsequies ;  and  upon    the  whole    it  it.     Mr.  Hcaviside,  T  pray  you,  seek 

seemed  hard  to  say  whether    their  for   me   Mistress    Cockhanterbury ; 

appearance   was  more   ludicrous  or  while  I  knock  down  any  rogue  who 

deplorable.  shows  the  impudence  to  come  near 

However,  that  matter  was  settled  me." 

for  them  by  the  universal  guffaw  of  Every    man    pulled    his    proud 

the  fellows  who  had  been  scared  of  stomach   in,  when  I  spoke    of  the 

their  scanty  wits  not  more  than  two  lady-housekeeper,  who  was  a  Tartar, 

minutes    since,  and  many  of  whom  high  up    on    a    shelf,    allowing   no 

were  as  brave  as  could  be  now  to  margin  for  argument     She  appeared 

make  laughter  at  my  expense.     This  in  the  distance,  as  managing-women 

is  a  thing  which  I  never  allow,  but  always  do  when  called  upon ;  and 

very  soon  put  a  stop  to  it.     And  so  she   saw  the  good   sense  of  what 

I  did  now,  without  any  hard  words  little  I  said,  and  she  laid  them  all 

but  turning  their  thoughts  discreetly,  under  my  orders. 


CHAPTER    XLIX. ONE    WIIO  IIAS    INTERRED    HIMSELF. 

Such  an  effect  was  now  produced  all  not  of  this  sort,  but  rather  inclined 

over  all  around  us,  that  every  man  to  reflect   with  pleasure  upon  any 

pressed  for   his  neighbour's  opinion,  spirited  conduct.     And  to   tell    the 

rather   than  offer  his   own,   almost,  whole  truth,  upon  looking  back  at 

This  is    a  state  of  the  public  mind  the   parson,    I" admired   him    more 

that    cannot  be  long  put  up  with  ;  than    any    other    man  I  had  seen, 

for  half  the  pleasure  goes  out  of  life  except  Captain  Nelson.     For    it   is 

when  a  man  is  afraid  of  argument  so  rare    to  meet   with  a  man    who 

But  inasmuch  as  I  was  always  ready  knows   his    own    mind  thoroughly, 

for  all  comers,  and  would  not  for  a  that  if  you  find  him  add  thereto  a 

moment  hearken  any  other  opinion,  knowledge  of  his  neighbours'  minds, 

the    great    bulk   of   conclusion    ran  certain  you  may  be  that  here  is  one 

into  the  mould  I  laid  for  it  entitled   to  lead    the    nation.       He 

This  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  may  be  almost  too  great  to  care 
that  Satan's  own  chaplain,  Chowne,  about  putting  this  power  in  exercise, 
was  at  the  helm  of  the  whole  of  it.  unless  any  grand  occasion  betides 
Some  people  said  that  I  formed  this  him  ;  just  as  Parson  Chowne  re- 
opinion  through  an  unchristian  re-  fused  to  go  into  the  bishopric  :  and1 
collection  of  his  former  rudeness  to  just  as  Nelson  was  vexed  at  oeing 
me  ;  I  mean  when  he  blew  me  out  the  supervisor  of  smugglers.  Never- 
of  bed,  and  tried  to  drown,  and  to  theless  those  men  are  ready,  when 
burn  me  alive.  However,  the  great  God  sees  fit  to  appoint  them, 
majority  saw  that  my   nature  was  However,  to  come  back  to  these 
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dolls,    and  the   opening  now  before  most  of   them  forgeries),  this  scene 

them.     The  public  (although  at  first  was   alone   sufficient    to    make   mo 

disappointed  not  to  have  found  two  glad  of   an  empty  purse.     For  any 

real   babies  strangled   in   an  experi-  man  who  has  any  money  must  long 

enced   manner)   perceived  the  expe-  to  put   more  to  it ;  as  the  children 

diency  of   rejoicing  in   the   absence  pile    their    farthings,    hoping    how 

of    any    such    horror.      Only   there  high  they  may   go.     I   like    to    see 

were     many    people    of    the    lower  both  old  and  young  full  of  schemes 

order    so    disgusted    at    this    cheat,  so   noble ;    only    they  must   let  an 

and    strain    upon    their    glands     of  ancient  fellow  like  me  keep  out  of 

weeping,  with  no  blood  to  show  for  them. 

it,  that  they  declared  their   firm  re-  These     superior     senses     glowed 

solve    to  have   nothing   more   to  do  within    me,  and  would    not   be  set 

with  it.      For   my  part,  being  some  aside  by  any  other  rogue  preceding 

little    aware   of    the  way   in   which  me,  when  I  knocked  at  Sir  Philip's 

laurels  arc  stolen,  I  kept  my  spade  door,    and     claimed    first    right    of 

well  up  and   the   two   dolls   in   my  audience.     The   other   fellows   were 

arms,  with    their    heads   down,  and  all  put  away  by  the  serving-men  as 

even  their  feet  grudged  to  the  view  behoved   them  ;    then    I    carried    in 

of    the   gossipers.     In  the    midst  of  everything  just  as  it  was,  and  prc- 

an  excited  mob,  a  calm  sight  of  the  sen  ted   the  whole  with  great  defer- 

propcr    thing  to   do  may  lead  them  ence. 

anywhere.  And  I  saw  that  the  Sir  Philip  had  inkling  of  some- 
only  proper  thing  was  to  leave  every-  thing  important,  and  was  beginning 
thing  to  me.  They  (with  that  sense  to  shake  now  and  then ;  neverthe- 
of  fairness  which  exists  in  slow  less  he  acknowledged  my  entrance 
minds  more  than  in  quick  ones)  fell  with  his  wonted  dignity  ;  signed  to 
behind  me,  because  all  knew  that  the  footman  to  refresh  the  sperm-oil 
the  entire  discovery  was  my  own.  lamps  in  the  long  dark  room ;  and 
Of  course  without  Snap  I  could  then  to  me  to  come  and  spread  my 
never  have  done  it  ;  nor  yet  with-  burden  on  a  table.  Nothing  could 
out  further  accidents :  still  there  it  more  clearly  show  the  self-command 
was  ;  and  no  man  even  of  our  diffi-  which  a  good  man  wins  by  wrestling 
dent  Welsh  nation,  can  in  any  fair-  long  with  adversity.  For  rumour 
ness  be  expected  to  obscure  him-  had  reached  him  that  I  had  dug  up 
self.  his  son's  cocked  hat,   and  his   two 

My  tendency,  throughout  this  grandchildren  all  as  fresh  as  the 
story,  always  has  been  to  do  this,  day  itself.  It  is  not  for  me  (who 
But  I  really  did  begin  to  feel  the  have  never  been  so  deeply  stirred 
need  of  abjuring  this  national  fault,  in  the  grain  of  the  heart  by  heaven's 
since  men  of  a  mixture  of  any  sort,  visitations)  to  go  through  and  make 
without  even  Celtic  blood  in  them,  a  show  of  this  most  noble  and 
over  and  over  again  had  tried  to  ancient  gentleman's  doings,  or  feel- 
make  a  mere  nobody  of  me.  m©s»  or  language   even.     A  man  of 

Hence  it  was,  and  not   from   any  low   station,  like   myself,  would  be 

desire  to  advance  myself,  that  among  loath  to  have  this    done  to   him,  at 

<he  inferior  race,  I    stood   upon  my  many  and  many  a  time  of  his  life ; 

rights  and  stuck  to  them.      If   ever  so  (if  I  could  even  do  it  in  the  case 

there  had  been  any  drop  of   desire  of  a  man  so   far   above  me,    and  so 

for  money  left  in  me,  after  perpetual  far  more   deeply  harrowed)   instead 

purification    (from    seven    years    of  of  being  proud  of  describing,  I  must 

getting    only    coppers,    and    finding  only  despise  myself. 
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Enough  to  say  that  this   snowy-  "I    have    asked    you    to    do    a 

haired,  most  simple  yet  stately  gen-  strange  thing,  good  David ;   if  it  is 

tleman,  mixed  the  usual  mixture  of  an  unpleasant  one,  say  so  in  your 

the  things  that  weep  and  the  things  blunt  sailor's  fashion/' 

that  laugh  ;  which  are  the  joint-stock  "  Your  honour,"  I  answered,  with 

of  our  nature,  from  the  old  Adam  and  all   the    delicacy  of  my  nature  up- 

the  young  one.     What    I  mean — if  wards ;    "  say  not  another  word.     I 

I  keep  to  facts — is  that  he  knelt  on  will  do  it." 

a  strip  of  canvas  laid  at  the  end  of  For  truly  to  speak  it,  if  anything 

the  table,  and  after  some  trouble  to  had  been  often  a  grief  and  a  care  to 

place    his    elbows   (because   of    the  me,  it  was  the  bitterness  of  think- 

girt  of    the    sandiness),   bowed   his  ing  of    that   Squire   Philip   deeply, 

white  forehead  and  silvery  hair,  and  and   not   knowing   anything.       The 

the  calm  majesty  of  his  face,  over  General  bowed  to  me  with  a  kind- 

those  two  dollies,  and  over  his  son's  ness  none  could  take  advantage  of, 

very  best  cocked  hat,  and  in  silence  and    signalled    mo    to    collect    my 

wept     thanksgiving    to    the    great  burden.      Then    he    appointed    me 

Father  of  everything.  how    to    go,   together  with  a  very 

"David  Llewellyn,"  he  said,  as  he  old     and     long-accustomed      servi- 

rose  and  approached  me  as  if  I  were  tor.     Himself  would  not  come  near 

quite  his  equal;   u allow  me  to  take  his   son,  for  fear  of   triumph  over 

your    hand,    my  friend.     There   are  him. 

few  men  to  whom  I  would  sooner  owe  After  a  long  bit  of  tapping,  and 

this  great  debt  of  gratitude  than  your-  whispering,    and    the    mystery  ser- 

self,  because  you   have   sailed  with  vants  always  love  to  make  of  tho 

my  son  so  long.     To  you  and  your  simplest  orders,  I  was  shown  with 

patience    and    sagacity,    under    tho  my   arms    well    aching    (for    those 

mercy  of  God,  I  owe  the  proof,  or  wooden  dolls  were  no  joke,  and  tho 

at  any  rate  these  tokens  of  my  poor  Captain's    hat  weighed   a  stone  at 

son's    innocence.       1 — T    thank    the  least,  with  all  the   sand  in  tho  lin- 

Lord  and  you "  ing)  into  a  dark  room  softly  strewn, 

Here  the  General  for  the  moment  and     hung    with    ancient    damask, 

could  not  say  another  word.  The  light  of  the  evening  was  shut 

"It    is    true,    your    worship,"    I  out,  and  the  failure  of  the  candles 

answered,  "  that  none  of   your  own  made   it    seem    a    cloudy  starlight 

people    showed    the    sense    or    tho  Only  in   the  furthest  corner  there 

courage  to  go  on.     But  it  is  a  Welsh-  was  light  enough   to  see  by  ;   and 

man's   honest   pride    to   surpass    all  there   sate,  at  a  very   old   desk,   a 

other  races  in  valour  and  ability.     I  white-haired    man    with     his     hat 

am  no  more  than  the  very  humblest  on. 

of  my  ancestors  may  have  been."  If  I  can  say  one  thing  truly  (while 

"Then    all    of    them   must   have  I  am  striving  at  every  line  to  tell 

been  very  fine  fellows, "  Sir  Philip  the  downright  honesty),  this  truth  is 

replied,    with    a    twinkling     glance,  that  my  bones  and  fibres  now  grew 

44  But  now  I  will  beg  of   you   one  cold  inside  of  mo.     There  was  about" 

more  favour.     Carry  all  these  things,  this  man,  so  placed,  and  with  the 

just  as  they  are,  to  the  room  of  my  dimness  round  him,  such  an  air  of 

son,  Mr.  Philip  Bampfyldc.  "  difference    from    whatever    we    can 

At   first    I    was    so  taken   aback  reason  with,  and  of  far  withdrawal 

that    I    could    only    gaze    at    him.  from  the  ways  of  human  nature,  as 

And  then  I  began  to  think,  and  to  must  send  a  dismal  shudder  through 

see  the  reason  of  his  asking  it  a  genial  soul  like  mine.    There  he 
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sate,  and  there  he  spent  three  parts  loss  of  readiness  through  long  im- 

of  his  time  with  his  hat  on,  gazing  inurement. 

at  some  old  grey  tokens  of  a  nappy  "  May  it  please  your  Honour,"  I 

geriod,  but  (so  far  as  could  be  judged)  said ;   u  the  General    has    sent  me 

oping,     fearing,     doing,  •  thinking,  hither  to  clear  my  Captain  from  the 

even  dreaming — nothing!     He  would  charge  of   burying  your  Honour's 

not  allow  any  clock  or  watch,  or  children." 

other  record  of  time  in  the  chamber,  u  What — what    do    you    mean  r" 

he  would  not  read  or  be  read  to,  was  all  that  he  could  stammer  forth, 

neither   write    or   receive  a  letter,  while  his  glassy  eyes  were  roving 

There  he  sate,   with  one  hand  on  from  my  face  to  the  dolls  I  bore, 

his  forehead  pushing  back  the  old  and  round  the  room,  and  then  back 

dusty  hat,  with  his  white  hair  strag-  again. 

gling  under  it  and  even  below  the  •"  Exactly  as  I  say,  your  Honour, 
gaunt  shoulder-blades,  his  face  set  a  These  are  what  the  wild  man  took 
little  on  one  side,  without  any  kind  for  your  two  children  in  Braunton 
of  meaning  in  it,  unless  it  were  long  Burrows ;  and  here  is  the  Captain's 
weariness,  and  patient  waiting  God's  cocked-hat,  which  some  one  stole, 
time  of  death.  I  was  told  that  to  counterfeit  him.  The  whole 
once  a-day,  whenever  the  sun  was  thing  was  a  vile  artifice,  a  delusion, 
going  down  over  the  bar,  in  winter  cheat,  and  mockery." 
or  summer,  in  wet  or  dry,  this  un-  I  need  not  repeat  how  I  set  this 
fortunate  man  arose,  as  if  he  knew  before  him,  but  only  his  mode  of 
the  time  by  instinct  without  view  receiving  it.  At  first  he  seemed 
of  heaven,  and  drew  the  velvet  wholly  confused  and  stunned,  press- 
curtain  back  and  flung  the  shutter  ing  his  head  with  both  hands,  and 
open,  and  for  a  moment  stood  and  looking  as  if  he  knew  not  where 
gazed  with  sorrow-worn  yet  tearless  he  was.  Then  he  began  to  enter 
eyes  upon  the  solemn  hills  and  slowly  into  what  I  was  telling  him, 
woods,  and  down  the  gliding  of  the  but  without  the  power  to  see  its 
river,  following  the  pensive  footfall  bearing,  or  judge  how  to  take  it 
of  another  receding  day.  Then  He  examined  the  dolls,  and  patted 
with  a  deep  sigh  he  retired  from  them,  and  added  them  to  a  whole 
all  chance  of  starlight,  darkening  school  which  he  kept  with  two 
body,  mind,  and  soul,  until  another  candles  burning  before  them.  And 
sunset  then  he  said,  '•  They  have  long  been 
Upon  the  better  side  of  my  heart,  missing :  right  glad  am  I  to  re- 
I  could  feel  true  pity  for  a  man  over-  cover  mem." 

whelmed  like  this  by  fortune ;  while  Then  for  a  long  time  he  sate  in 

my  strength  of  mind  was  vexed  to  silence,  and  in  his  former  attitude, 

see    him    carry    on  so.     Therefore  quite  as  if  his  mind  relapsed  into 

straight  I  marched  up  to  him,  when  its  old  condition :  and  verily  I  be- 

I  began  to  recover  myself,  having  gan  to  think  that  the  only  result  of 

found    no    better   way    of    getting  my  discovery,  so  far  as  concerned 

through  perplexity.  poor  Squire  Philip,  would  be  a  small 

As  my  footsteps  sounded  heavily  addition    to    his    gallery    of    dolls, 

in    the    gloomy    chamber,     Squire  However,   after  a  while  he  turned 

Philip  turned,   and    gazed  at  first  round,   and   cried  with    a  piercing 

with    cold    displeasure,    and    then  gaze  at  me— 

with   strong  amazement  at  me.     I  "  Mariner,  whoever  you  are,  I  do 

waited  for  him  to  begin,    but    he  not  believe  one  word  of  your  tale, 

could  not,  whether  from  surprise  or  The  hat  is  as  new  and  the  dolls  are 
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as  fresh  as  if  they  were  buried  yes-  answer,  but  fell  back  into  his  old 
terday.     And  I  take  that  to  be  the  way  of  sitting,  as  if  there  was  no- 
truth  of  it.     How  many  years  have  thing  worth  argument 
1  been  here  ?     I  know   not     Bring  People  say  that  every  man  is  like 
me  a  looking-glass."  his  father,  in  many  ways  ;  but  the 

He    pointed    to    a    small    mirror  first  resemblance  that  I    perceived 

which    stood    among    his    precious  between  Sir  Philip  and  his  older  son 

relics.     Being  mounted  with  silver  was,  that  the  Squire  arose  and  bowed 

and  tortoise-shell,  this  had  been  (as  with  courtesy  as  I  departed.     Upon 

they  told  me  afterwards)    the    fa-  the  whole,  this  undertaking  proved 

vourite   toy   of  his  handsome  wife,  a  disappointment  to    me.     And    it 

When   I   handed   him  this,  he  took  mattered  a    hundredfold    as   much 

off  his  hat,  and  shook  his  white  hair  that  our  noble  General  was  not  only 

back,  and  gazed  earnestly,  but  with-  vexed,   but  angered  more  than  one 

out    any    sorrow,   at  his  mournful  could  hope  of    him.     Having   been 

image.     "  Twenty  years  at    loast,"  treated  a  little  amiss,  1  trusted  that 

he  pronounced  it,  in  a  clear  decided  Sir  Philip  would  contribute  to  my 

voice ;  u  twenty  years  it  must  have  self-respect  by  also  feeling  angry, 

taken  to  have  made  me  what  I  am.  Still   I  did  not   desire    more    than 

Would  twenty  years  in  a  dripping  just  enough  to  support  me,   or  at 

sand-hill  leave   a  smart  gentleman's  the  utmost  to  overlap  me,  and  give 

laced   hat  and   a   poor  little  baby's  me  the   sense   of  acting  aright  by 

dolls  as  fresh  and  bright  as  the  day  virtue  of  appeasing  him.     But    on 

they   were   buried  ?      Old    mariner,  the  present  occasion  he  showed  80 

I  am   sorry   that  you  should  lend  large  and  cloudy  a  shape  of  anger, 

vourself  to  such  devices.     But  per-  wholly    withdrawn  from  my   sight 

naps  you  thought  it  right."  (as  happens  with  the  Peak  of  Tone- 

This,  although  so  much  perverted,  riffe) — also   he  so  clearly  longed  to 

made  me  think  of  his  father's  good-  be  left  alone,  and  meditate,  that  I 

ness  and  kind  faith  in  every   one.  had  no  chance  to  offer  him  more 

And  I  saw  that  here  was  no  place  than    three    opinions.       All    these 

now  for  any  sort  of  argument  were  of  genuine   valuo  at  the  time 

"Your  Honour  is  altogether  of  offering;  and  must  have  con- 
wrong,"  I  answered,  very  gently  :  tinued  so  to  be,  if  the  facts  had  not 
"the  matter  could  have  been,  at  belied  them.  Allowing  for  this 
the  utmost,  scarcely  moro  than  adverse  view,  I  will  not  even  state 
eight  years  ago,  according  to  what  them. 

they  tell  me.     And  if  you  can  sup-  Nevertheless  I  had  the  wannest 

pose  that  a  man  of  my  rank  and  invitation  to  abide,  and  be  welcome 

age  and  service  would  lend  himself  to  the  best  that  turned  upon  any  of 

to  mean  devices,   there  are  at  least  all  the  four  great  spits,  or  simmered 

thirty  of  your  retainers  and  of  hon-  and  lifted  the  pot-lids  suddenly  for 

est  neighbours   who  have  seen  the  a  puff  of  fine  smell  to  come  out  in 

whole   thing  and   can   swear   to  its  advance.     To  a  man  of  less  patriotic 

straightforwardness.     And  your  Ho-  feeling  this  might  thus   have  com- 

nour,    of  course,   knows   everything  mended    itself.     But    to    my  mind 

a  thousand  times  better  than  I  do ;  there  was  nothing  visible  in  these 

but  of  sand,  and  how  it  keeps  things  hills  and  valleys,  and  their  sloping 

everlasting   (so  long  as  dry)    your  towards  the  sea,  which  could  make 

Honour   seems,  if  I  may  say  it,  to  a  true  Welshman  doubt  the  priority 

have  no  experience."  of    Wolshland.      For  with   us    the 

He  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  sun  is  better,  and  the  air  moves  less 
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in  creases,  and  the  sea  has  more  of  tions,  also  in  unruffled .  beauty  so 
rapid  gaiety  in  breaking.  The  fostering  and  benevolent,  that  the 
others  may  have  higher  cliffs,  or  white-sailed  coasters  seemed  to  be 
deeper  valleys  down  them,  also  (if  babies  fast  asleep  on  their  mother's 
they  like  to  think  so)  darker  woods  lap.  u  How  long  is  this  mere  river 
for  robbers'  nests — but  our  own  to  keep  me  from  my  people  at 
land  has  a  sweetness,  and  a  gentle  home  ?  I  cried :  "  it  looks  as  if  one 
liking  for  us,  and  a  motherly  plea-  could  jump  it  almost!  A  child  in 
sure  in  its  face  when  we  come  home  a  cockle-shell  could  cross  it" 
to  it,  such  as  no  other  land  may  At  these  words  of  my  own,  a  sub- 
claim— according  to  my  experience.  den  thought  which  had  never  occur- 
These  were  my  sentiments  as  I  red  before,  struck  me  so  that  my 
climbed,  upon  the  ensuing  Sunday,  a  brain  seemed  to  buzz.  But  presently 
lofty  hill  near  the  Ilfracombe  road,  reason  came  to  my  aid ;  and  I  said, 
commanding  a  view  of  the  Bristol  "  No,  no ;  it  is  out  of  the  question ; 
Channel  and  the  Welsh  coast  beyond  without  even  a  thread  of  sail !  I 
it.  The  day  was  so  clear  that  I  must  not  let  these  clods  laugh  at  me 
could  follow  the  stretches  and  curves  for  such  a  wild  idea.  And  the 
of  my  native  shore,  from  the  low  name  in  the  stern  of  the  boat  as 
lands  of  Gower  away  in  the  west  well,  downright  ' Santa  Lucia!9 
through  the  sandy  ridges  of  .Aber-  Ohowne  must  have  drowned  those 
avon  and  the  grey  rocks  of  Sker  and  two  poor  children,  and  then  rehears- 
Porthcawl,  as  far  as  the  eastern  cliffs  ed  this  farce  of  a  burial  with  the 
of  Dunraven  and  the  fading  bend  of  Captain's  hat  on,  to  enable  his  man 
St.  Donat's.  The  sea  between  us  to  swear  truly  to  it  Tush,  I  am 
looked  so  calm,  and  softly  touched  not  in  my  dotage  yet  I  can  see 
with  shaded  lights  and  gentle  varia-  the  force  of  everything. u 


CHAPTER   L. — A   BR  ATE   MAN   BUNS   AWAY. 

It  may  be  the  power  of  honesty,  so  far  below  all  maritime  proceed- 

or  it  may  be  strength  of  character  ings,  that  a  sailor  is  tempted  to  f or- 

coupled    with  a    more    than    usual  get  such  trifles  as  people  are  doing 

brightness  of    sagacity — but  what-  ashore. 

ever  the  cause  may  be,  the  result  Even  upon  Holy  Scripture  (since 

seems  always  to  be  the  same,   in  the    stirring    times    began    for   me 

spite    of    inborn    humility — to  wit,  henceforth  to  chronicle),  it  has  not 

that     poor     old     Davy    Llewellyn,  been  my  good-luck  to  be  able  to  sit 

wherever  his   ups  and  downs  may  and   think  of  anything.     Neverthe- 

throw  him,  always  has  to  take  the  less  I  am  almost  sure  that  it  must 

lead!      This    necessity,    as    usual,  have  been  an  active    man    of   the 

seemed  to  be  arising  now  at  Narnton  name  of  Nehemiah,  who  drew  for 

Court — the  very  last  place  in  the  his  rations  every  day,  one  fat  ox,  and 

world  where  one  could  have  desired  six  choice  sheep,  and  fowls  of  order 

it     Since  the    present    grand    war  various.     All  of  these  might  I  have 

began  (with  the  finest  promise  of  claimed,   if  my  capacity  had  been 

lasting,  because  nobody  knows  any  equal  to  this  great  occasion.     Hence 

cause  for  it,  so  that  it  must  be  a  law  it  may  be  well  supposed  that  the  kit- 

of  nature),  1  have  not  found  much  chen  was  my  favourite  place,  when- 

occasion  to  dwell  upon  common  in-  ever  I  deigned  to  enter  into  converse 

land  incidents.    These  are  in  nature  with    the   servants.      At   first   the 
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head-cook  was  a  little  shy;  but  I  make  me  of  a  good  rich  colour,  when 

put  her  soon  at  her  ease  by  describ-  I  should  come  to  table,  had  not  that 

ing  (from  my  vast  breadth  of  expe-  tenacity  which  our  English  wood  is 

rience)   the  proper  manner  to  truss  gifted  with ;  so  that  I  was  enabled 

and  roast  a  man — and  still  better,  a  to  shake  (after  praying  to  God  for 

woman.     The  knowledge  I  display-  assistance)  my  right  arm  out,  and 

ed  upon  a  thing  so  far  above  her  then  my   left ;   and  after    clapping 

level,  coupled  with  my  tales  of  what  both  together  (to  restore  circulation), 

we   sailors   did  in  consequence,  led  it  came  providentially  into  my  head 

this  excellent  creature  so  to  appre-  to  lay  hold  of  the  spit  and  charge 

ciato  my  character,   and  thirst  for  them.     And    then    ensued    such    a 

more  of  my  narratives,  that  I  never  scone  as  I  could  not  even  think  of 

could  came  amiss,  even  at  dishing-  laying  before    young    and    delicate 

up  time.  females. 

But  here  I  fell  into  a  snare ;  as  This  young  girl,  whose  name  was 
every  seaman  is  sure  to  do  when  he  "  Polly,"  always  (at  this  pitch  of 
relaxes  his  mind  too  much  in  the  terror)  not  only  shivered  but  shud- 
charms  of  female  society.  Not  con-  dcred  so,  and  needed  support  for  her 
cerning  the  cook  herself— for  I  gave  figure  beyond  the  power  of  stays  to 
her  to  understand  at  the  outset  that  communicate,  also  let  such  tears  be- 
I  was  not  a  marrying  man,  and  she  gin  to  betray  themselves  and  then 
(possessing  a  husband  somewhere)  retreat,  and  then  come  out  and  defy 
resolved  not  to  hanker  after  me —  the  world,  with  a  brave  sob  at  their 
but  by  means  of  a  fair  young  maid,  back  almost, — that  I  do  not  cxagger- 
newly  apprenticed  to  our  head-cook,  ate  in  saying  how  many  times  Inad 
although  of  a  loftier  origin.  More  the  pleasure  of  roasting  myself  for 
than  once,  while  telling  my  stories,  the  sake  of  them. 
I  had  obtained  a  little  glimpse  of  However,  it  always  does  turn  out 
long  bright  ringlets  flashing  and  of  that  pleasures  of  this  sort  are  tran- 
shy  young  eyes  just  peeping  through  sient ;  and  I  could  not  have  been 
the  hatch  of  the  scullery-door,  where  going  on  with  Polly  more  than  ten 
the  huckaback  towel  hung  down  from  days  at  the  utmost,  when  I  found 
the  roller.  And  then,  on  detection,  myself  in  a  rare  scrape,  to  be  sure, 
there  used  to  ensue  a  very  quick  And  this  was  the  worse,  because  Sir 
fumbling  of  small  red  hands,  as  if  Philip  so  strongly  desired  my  pro- 
being  dried  with  a  desperate  haste  sence  now,  perhaps  in  the  vain  hope 
in  the  old  jack-towel ;  and  then  a  of  my  convincing  that  obstinate 
short  sigh,  and  light  feet  retiring.  Squire  of    his  brother's  innocence, 

When  this  had  happened  for  when  that  brother  should  return, 
three  or  four  times,  I  gave  my  head-  Now  I  need  not  have  spoken 
cook  a  sudden  wink,  and  sprang  as  yet  of  Miss  Polly,  if  she  had 
through  the  scullery-door  and  caught  been  but  a  common  servant,  bo- 
the  little  red  hands  in  the  fold  of  cause  in  that  case  her  peace  of  mind 
the  towel,  and  brought  forth  the  would  have  been  of  no  consequence 
owner,  in  spite  of  deep  blushes,  and  to  the  household.  But,  as  it  hap- 
even  a  little  scream  or  two.  Then  pened,  she  was  a  person  of  no  small 
I  placed  her  in  a  chair  behind  the  importance,  by  reason  of  the  very 
jack-chains,  and  continued  my  har-  lofty  nature  of  her  connections :  for 
rowing  description  of  the  way  I  was  she  was  no  less  than  genuine  niece 
larded  for  roasting  once ;  by  a  score  to  the  lady-housekeeper  Mrs.  Cock- 
of  unclothed  Gabooners.  Also  how  hantorbury  herself.  And  hence  she 
the  skewers  of  bar-wood  thrust  in  to  became  the  innocent  cause  of  my 
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departure  from  Narnton  Court,  be-  Colonel  Lougher  and  I  divided  the 
fore  I  had  time  to  begin  my  inquir-  whole  of  the  parish  between  us ! 
ies  about  the  two  poor  little  children.  Be  that  as  it  may,  there  was  not 
For  this  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  any  maid  over  thirty  who  failed  to 
do,  as  soon  as  that  strange  idea  had  set  her  cap  at  me,  and  my  silver 
crossed  it,  while  I  was  gazing  upon  hair  was  quite  restored  to  a  youth- 
the  sea ;  and  my  meaning  was  to  go  ful  tinge  of  gold.  Hence  I  was 
through  all  the  traces  that  might  horrified  at  the  thought  that  Polly 
still  be  found  of  them,  and  the  mode  might  even  consent  to  have  me  for 
of  their  disappearance.  It  is  true  the  sake  of  my  property,  and  upon 
that  this  resolve  was  weakened  by  a  discovering  its  poetical  existence, 
tempest  which  arose  that  very  same  lead  me  a  perfectly  wretched  life,  as 
evening  after  the  Channel  had  look-  bad  as  that  of  poor  Heaviside.  So 
ed  so  insignificant,  and  which  might  that,  in  spite  of  all  attractions,  and 
have  been  expected  after  that  appear-  really  serious  business,  and  the  ini- 
ance.  Nevertheless  I  must  have  portant  duty  of  awaiting  the  Cap- 
proceeded  according  to  my  intention,  tain's  return  from  Pomeroy  Castle, 
if  my  heart  had  not  been  too  much  and  even  in  spite  of  Jerry  Toms' 
for  me  in  the  matter  of  Polly  Cock-  offer  to  take  Polly  off  my  hands — 
hanterbury.  Being  just  now  in  my  as  if  she  would  say  a  word  to  him  ! 
sixtieth  year,  I  could  not  prove  — and  all  the  adjurations  of  poor 
such  a  coxcomb,  of  course,  as  to  im-  Heaviside,  who  had  defied  his  wife 
agine  that  a  pretty  girl  of  two-and-  (all  the  time  I  was  there  to  back 
twenty  could  care  for  me,  so  that  no  him  up),  and  now  must  have  to  pay 
course  remained  open  to  me  as  an  out  for  it — what  did  I  do  but  agree 
honourable  man  and  gallant  British  to  doff  my  uniform,  and  work  my 
officer,  who  studies  his  own  peace  passage  on  board  the  Majestic,  a 
of  mind,  except  to  withdraw  from  fore-and-aft-rigged  limestone  boat, 
the  neighbourhood.  And  in  this  6f  forty-eight  tons  and  a  half  ?  Of 
resolution  I  was  confirmed  by  Mrs.  course  she  was  bound  on  the  usual 
Cockhanterbury's  reluctance  to  de-  business  of  stealing  the  good  Colo- 
clare  in  a  binding  manner  her  in-  nel  Lougher's  rocks,  but  I  distinctly 
tentions  towards  her  niece.  Also  stipulated  to  have  nothing  to  do 
by  finding  that   somehow  or  other  with  that. 

the  whole    of    the  ground-floor  at  My    popularity    now    was     such 

Narnton  Court  had  taken  it  into  their  with    all    ranks  of   society,  also    I 

heads  to  regard  me  as  a  man  of  de-  found  myself  pledged  for  so  many 

sirable    substance.      It  is   possible  stories   that   same  evening,    that  I 

that  in  larger  moments,  when  other  imparted  to  none  except  Sir  Philip 

people   were  boasting,  I   may  have  and    Polly,    and  Jerry  Toms,    and 

insisted  a  little  too  much  upon  my  Heaviside,    and    one  or   two  more, 

position  as  landowner  in  the  parish  the  scheme  of  my  sudden  departure, 

of   Newton   Nottage.      Also  I  may  My   mind   was    on    the     point    of 

have  described  too  warmly  my  pa-  changing    when     I    beheld     sweet 

tronage   of     the   schoolmaster,    and  Polly's  tears,  until  I  felt  that  I  must 

investment    of    cash    with    a   view  behave,  at  my  time  of  life,  as   her 

to   encourage  the  literature  of   the  father  would;  because  she  had  no 

parish.      But   I    never   could   have  father. 

said — what  all  of  them  deposed  to  When    I    brought    the    Majestic 

— such  a  very  strong  untruth,  as  to  into  shallow  water  off  the  Tuskar, 

convey   the   conclusion  (even   to   a  every  inch  of  which  I  knew,  it  was 

Devonshire    state    of    mind;,     that  no  small  comfort  to  me  that  I  could 


402                              The  Maid  of  Sker.—Part  IX.  [April 

not  see  the  shore.     For  years,  I  had  parish  churchyard.     Along  the  wall 

longed  to  see  that  shore,  and  dreamed  of  this  I  glanced,  with  joy  to  keep 

of  it  perpetually,  while  tossing  ten  outside  of    it;  while   I   struck,   for 

thousand  miles  away ;  and  now   I  the  third  time,  strongly  at  not  be- 

was  glad  to  have  it  covered  with  ing  let  into  mine  own  house, 

the    twilight    fogginess.     It    suited  At  last  a  weak  and  faltering  step 

me  better  to  land  at  night,  only  be-  sounded  in  my  little  room,  and  then 

cause  my  landing  would  not  be  such  a  voice  came  through  the  latch-hole, 

as  I  was  entitled  to.     And   every  "Man    of    noise,    how    dare    you 

one  knows  how  the  Navy  and  Army  thus  ?  you  will  wake  up  our  young 

drop  in  public  estimation,  when  the  lady." 

wars  seem  to  be  done  with.     There-  "Master  Roger,  let  me  in.     Know 

fore   I  expected  little;  and  I  give  you  not  your  own  landlord?"     The 

you  my  word  that  I  got  still  less.  learned  schoolmaster  was  so  aston- 

It  may  have  been  over  eleven  ished  that  he  could  scarcely  draw 
o'clock,  but  at  any  rate  nothing  back  the  bolt.  "Is  it  so?  Is  it  so 
to  call  very  late,  just  at  the  crest  indeed  ?  I  thank  the  Lord  for  send- 
of  the  summer-time,  when  I  gave  ing  thee,"  was  all  he  could  say, 
three  good  strong  raps  at  the  door  while  he  stood  there  shaking  both 
of  my  own  cottage,  knowing  ex-  my  hands  to  the  very  utmost  that 
actly  where  the  knots  were.  I  his  slender  palms  could  compass, 
had  not  met  a  single  soul  to  know  "  Friend  Llewellyn,"  he  whis- 
me,  or  to  speak  my  name,  although  pered  at  last,  "  I  beg  thy  pardon 
the  moon  was  a  quarter  old,  and  heartily,  for  having  been  so  rude  to 
I  found  a  broken  spar,  and  bore  it  thee.  But  it  is  such  a  business  to 
as  I  used  to  bear  my  fishing-pole,  hush  the  young  ladjr ;  and  if  she 
No  man  who  has  not  been  long  once  wakes  she  talks  all  the  night 
a-roving  can  understand  all  the  Hut-  long.  I  fear  that  her  mind  is  al- 
tering ways  of  a  man's  heart  when  most  too  active,  for  a  maid  of  her 
he  comes  homo  again.  How  he  tender  years." 
looks  at  every  one  of  all  the  old  "What  young  lady  do  you 
houses  he  knows  so  well ;  at  first  mean  *"  I  asked ;  "  is  Bunny  be- 
as  if  he  feared  it  for  having  another  come  a  young  lady  now  ?" 
piece  built  on,  or  grander  people  in-  "  Bunny !"  he  cried,  with  no 
side  of  it  And  then  upon  finding  small  contempt ;  then  perceiving 
this  fear  vain,  he  is  almost  ready  to  how  rude  this  was  to  me,  began 
beg  its  pardon  for  not  having  looked  casting  about  for  apologies, 
at  it  such  a  long  time.  It  is  not  "Never  mind  that,"  I  said; 
in  him  to  say  a  word  to,  or  even  'only  tell  mo  who  this  wonderful 
about,  the  children  coming  out  thus  young  lady  is." 
to  stare  at  him.  All  the  children  "  Miss  Andalusia,  the  i  Maid  of 
he  used  to  know  are  gone  to  day's  Sker,'  as  every  one  now  begins  to 
work  long  ago;  and  the  new  ones  call  her.  There  is  no  other  young 
would  scarcely  trust  him  so  as  to  lady  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  my 
suck  a  foreign  lollipop.     lie  knows  knowledge." 

them  by  their  mothers  ;  but  he  can-  "  Nor  in  the  whole  world  for  you, 

not  use  their  names  to  them.  I  should  say,  by  the  look  of  your 

There  is   nothing   solid   dwelling  eyes,     Master     Roger      Bcrkrolles. 

for  a  poor  man  long  away,  except  Nevertheless  put  your  coat  on,  my 

the  big  trees  that  lay  hold  upon  the  friend,   and  give  your  old  landlord 

ground    in  earnest,  and  the  tomb-  a  bit  to  cat      I  trow  that  the  whole 

stones  keeping  up  his  right  to  the  of   my  house  docs  not  belong  even 
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to  Miss  Delushy.     Have  I  not  even  gentle   curve  of    the  forehead  and 

a  granddaughter  V"  smiling  daintiness  of  the  whole. 

u  To   be   sure,    and   a  very   fine  Near   this   delicate   creature  sate, 

damsel  she  is,  ay,  and  a  good  and  in  a  bending  attitude  of  protection, 

comely  one ;    though    she    hath  no  a   strong  and  well-made  girl,   with 

turn  for  erudition.     What  we  should  black    hair,   jet-black    eyes,  and    a 

do    without    Bunny,    1    know    not.  rosy   colour   spread    upon   a  round 

She  is   a   most   rare   young  house-  plump  face.      She   was  smiling    as 

wife."  she  watched    the    effect  of  an  old 

The  tears  sprang  into  my  eyes  at  Welsh  air  which  she  had  been  sing- 

this,  as  I  thought  of  her  poor  grand-  ing — "  through  the   livelong  night" 

mother,  and   I   gave    Master    Berk-  To  look  at  her  size  and  figure,  you 

rolles'  hand  a  squeeze  which  brought  would  say  that  her  age  was  fourteen 

some  into  his  as  well.  at  least ;   but  1  knew  that  she  was 

44  Let  me  see  her,"  was  all  I  said ;  but  twelve   years   old,  as   she  hap- 

44  Tt  is  not  easy  to   break   her  rest,  pened  to  be  our  Bunny, 

unless  she  is  greatly  altered."  You  may  suppose  that  this  child 

44  She  is  not  in  bed ;  she  is   sing-  was  amazed  to  see  her  old  Granny 

ing   her  young  friend   to   sleep.     I  again  once  more,  and  hardly  able  to 

will  call  her  presently."  recognise  him,  except  by  his  voice. 

This  was   rather   more,    however,  and  eyes,  and  manner,  and  a  sort  of 

than   even    my   patienco   could   en-  way  about  him  such  as  only  relations 

dure :    so   1    went    quietly  up    the  have.     For  really,  if  1  must  tell  the 

stair?,  and  pushing  the  door  of  the  truth,    the   great  roundness  of   the 

best   room  gently,  there   I  heard   a  world  had  taken  such  a  strong  effect 

pretty  voice,  and  saw  a  very  pretty  upon  me,  that  I  had  not  been  able  to 

sight.     In  a  little  bed  which  seemed  manage   one    straight    line   towards 

almost   to    shine    with    cleanliness,  Newton  Cottage  for  something  over 

there   lay  a   young  girl  fast  asleep,  six  years  now.     Perhaps  I  have  said 

but  lying  in  such  a  way  that  none  that  the  Admiralty  did  not  encourage 

who  had  ever  seen    could   doubt  of  our  correspondence ;  and  most  of  us 

her.     That  is  to  say,  with  one  knee  were  very  well  content  to  allow  our 

up,  and  the  foot   of  the   other   leg  dear  friends  to  think  of  us.     So  that 

thrown  back,  and  showing  through  by   my  pay  alone  could   my  native 

the  bed-clothes,  as  if  she  were  run-  parish   argue   whether   I   were  alive 

ning  a  race  in  sleep.     And  yet  with  or  dead. 

the  back  laid  flat,  and  sinking   into  It  would  not  become  me  to  enter 

the   pillow   deeply  ;  while  a  pair  of  into  the   public   rejoicing  upon  the 

little  restless   arms   came    out   and  morrow,    after  my   well-accustomed 

strayed   on   the   coverlet.     Her  full  face  was  proved  to  be  genuine  at  the 

and   lively  red  lips  were  parted,  as  44  Jolly."     There   are  moments  that 

if  she  wanted  to  have  a  snore,  also  pass   our   very   clearest    perception, 

her    little   nose    well    up,   and    the  and  judgment,  and  even  our  strength 

rounding  of   the   tender  checks  un-  to  go   through  them  again.     And  it 

trimmed  to  the  maiden  oval.     Down  was  too  early  yet — except  for  a  man 

upon  these  dark    lashes   hung,  flut-  from  low  latitudes — to  call  for  rum- 

tering  with  the  pulse  of  sleep ;  while  and- water.     The  whole  of  this  I  let 

heavy  clusters  of  curly  hair,  dishev-  them   know,    while    capable    of    re- 

elled   upon    the    pillow,  framed   the  ceiving  it. 
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CHAPTER  LI. — TRIPLE    EDUCATION. 

Master  Roger  Berkrolles  had  then,  I  think.  Her  dress  of  slate- 
proved  himself  a  schoolmaster  of  colored  stuff  was  the  very  plainest 
the  very  driest  honesty.  This  ex-  of  the  plain,  and  made  by  hands 
pression,  upon  afterthought,  I  beg  more  familiar  with  the  needle  than 
to  use  expressly.  My  own  honesty  the  scissors.  No  ornament  or  even 
is  of  a  truly  unusual  and  choice  change  of  colour,  was  she  decked 
character ;  and  I  have  not  found,  with,  not  so  much  as  a  white  crimped 
say  a  dozen  men,  fit  anyhow  to  ap-  frill  for  the  fringes  of  hair  to  danco 
proach  it  But  there  is  always  a  upon.  No  child  that  came  to  the 
sense  of  humour,  and  a  view  of  well  (so  long  as  she  possessed  a 
honour,  wagging  in  among  my  prin-  mother)  ever  happened  to  be  dressed 
ciplcs  to  such  an  extent  that  they  in  this  denying  manner.  But  two 
never  get  dry,  as  the  multiplication-  girls  blessed  with  good  stepmothers 
table  docs.  Master  Berkrolles  was  having  children  of  their  own,  were 
a  man  of  too  much  mind  for  joking,  indued,  as  was  known  already,  with' 

Therefore,  upon  the  very  first  morn-  dresses  cut  from  the  self-same  rein- 
ing after  my  return,  and  even  before  nant.     Now,  as  she  looked  at  Roger 
our  breakfast- time,  he  poured  me  out  Berkrolles  with  a  steadfast  wonder, 
such  a  lot  of  coin  as  I  never  did  hope  not  appearing  for   the  moment  to 
to  sec,  himself  regarding  them  as  no  remember  me  at  all,  a  deep  spring 
more  than  so  many  shells  of  the  sea  of  indefinite  sadness  filled  her  dark 
to  count     All  these  he  had  saved  grey  eyes  with  tears, 
from   my  pay  in   a  manner  wholly        "Charity!"  she  said  at  last;  "if 
beyond    my    imagination,    because,  you  please,  sir,  what  is  charity  V" 
though   I  love  to  make  money  of        "Charity,  my  dear,  is  kindness: 
people,  I  soon  let  them  make  it  of  the  natural  kindness  of  good  people, 
me  again.      And  this  was  my  in-        "Is  it  what  begins  at  home,  sir; 
stinct  now  ;  but  Roger  laid  his  thin  as  they  say  in  the  copy-books  f y 
hand  on  the  heap  most  gravely,  and        "  Yes,  my    dear ;     but    it    never 
through  his  spectacles  watched  me  stops  there.     It  is  a  most  beautiful 
softly,  so  that  I  could  not  be  wroth  thing.     It  does  good  to  everybody, 
with  him.  You  heard  me  say,  my  dear  child, 

"  Friend  Llewellyn,  I  crave  your  that  you  are  dependent  on  charity, 

pardon.     All  this  money  is  lawfully  It  is  through  no  fault  of  your  own, 

yours ;  neither  have  I,  or  anybody,  remember ;  but  by  the  will  of  God. 

the  right  to  meddle  with  it     But  I  You  need  not  be  ashamed  to  depend 

beg  you  to  consider  what  occasions  on  the  kindness  of  good  people." 
may  arise  for  some  of  these  coins        Her    eyes   shone  for  a  moment, 

hereafter.     Also,  if  it  should  please  with  bright  gratitude  towards  him 

the  Lord  to  call  me  away  while  you  for  reconciling  her  with  her  pride ; 

are  at  sea,  what  might  become  of  and  then  being  shy  at  my  presence 

the  dear  child  Bunny,  without  this  perhaps,  she  turned  away,  just  as 

mammon   to    procure    her  friends  ?  she  used  to  do,  and  said  to  herself 

Would  you  have  her,  like  poor  An-  very  softly — u  I  would  rather  have  a 

dalusia,  dependent  upon  charity  V"  home  though — I  would  rather  have  a 

u  Hush !"   I  whispered  ;  too   late,  home,  and  a  father  and  mother  of  my 

however,  for  there  stood  Bardic  her-  own,  instead  of  beautiful  charity." 
self,  a  slim,  light-footed,  and  grace-        Master  Berkrolles  told  me,  when 

ful  child,  about  ten  years  old  just  she  was  gone,  that  many  children  of 
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the    place    had  no  better  manners  the  case    with  me,   perhaps,   while 
than  to  be  always  shouting  after  her,  misunderstood  by  the    magistrates, 
when  coming  back   from  the  sand-  But  now  all  the  money  which  I  had 
hills,  "  Where's  your  father?  Where's  saved,  under  stewardship   of  Berk- 
your  mother  ?  Where's  your  home,  rolles,  enabled  all  my  household  to 
Delushy  ?"     This,    of    course,    was  stand  up  and  challenge  calumny, 
grievous   to  her,  and  should  never  There  is  a  depth  of  tender  feeling 
have  been   done ;   and   I  let  Roger  in  the  hearts  of  Welshmen,  such  as 
kEOw  that  his  business  was  to  stop  cannot  anywhere  else  be  discovered 
any  scandal  of  this  kind.     But  he  by  a  Welshman.     Heartily  we  love 
declared  that  really  the  whole  of  his  to  find  man  or  woman  of  our  own 
mind  was  taken  up,  and  much  of  his  kin  (even  at  the  utmost  nip  of   the 
body  also,  in  maintaining  rule  and  callipers  of  pedigree)  doing  anything 
reason   through   the    proper    hours,  which  reflects  a  spark  of   glory  on 
After   school-time    it  was    not    the  us.    Of  this  man,  or  woman,  even, 
place  of  the  schoolmaster,  but  of  the  we  make  all  the  very  utmost,  to  the 
parson  of  the  parish,  or  by  deputy  extremest  point  where  truth  assuages 
churchwardens,  or  failing  them  the  patriotism.     The  whole  of  our  neigh- 
clerk,  and  (if    he  were  out  of  the  bourhood  took  this  matter  from  a 
way)  the  sexton,  to  impress  a  certain  proper  point  of  view,  and  sent  me 
tone  of    duty  on   the  young  ones,  such    an    invitation     to    a    public 
Especially  the  sexton  need  not  even  dinner,  that  I  was  obliged  to  show 
call  his  wife  to  help,  if    he  would  them  all  the  corners  of  the  road 
but  have  the  wit  to  cultivate   more  when  the  stupid  fellows  thought  it 
young  though tf ulness,  by  digging  a  safer  to  conduct  me  home  again, 
grave  every  other  day,  and  trusting  Upon   that  festive  occasion,  also, 
the  Lord  for  orders.  Sandy  Macraw  took  a  great  deal  too 

It  was  not  long  before  Delushy  much,  so  entirely  in  honour  of  me 
learned  some  memory  of  me,  partly  that  I  felt  the  deepest  goodwill  to- 
with  the  aid  of  Bunny,  partly  wards  him  before  the  evening  was 
through  the  ship  I  made — such  as  over,  even  going  so  far,  it  appears, 
no  other  man  could  turn  out —  as  to  discharge  him  from  all  back- 
partly  through  my  uniform,  and  rent  for  the  use  of  my  little  frigate, 
the  rest  of  it  by  means  of  goodness  I  certainly  could  not  remember  such 
only  can  tell  what.  A  man  who  is  an  excess  of  generosity,  upon  the 
knocked  about,  all  over  rounds,  and  following  morning ;  until  he  pulled 
flats,  and  sides  of  mountains,  also  off  his  hat  and  showed  me  the  fol- 
kicked  into  and  out  of  every  hole  lowing  document  inscribed  with  a 
and  corner,  and  the  strong  and  weak  pencil  on  the  lining  :  "  Dearest  and 
places  of  the  earth,  and  upset  after  best  of  friends, — After  the  glori- 
all  the  most  by  his  fellow-creatures'  ous  tribute  paid  by  the  generous 
doings,  although  he  may  have  started  Scotchman  to  the  humble  but  warm- 
with  more  principle  than  was  good  hearted  Cambrian,  the  latter  would 
for  him,  comes  home,  in  the  end,  be  below  contempt  if  he  took  a 
to  look  at  results  far  more  than  penny  from  him.  Signed  David 
causes.  Llewellyn;  witness  Rees  Hopkins, 

This  was  exactly  mine  own  case,  chairman,    his  mark."      After  this, 

I  can   hardly  state  it  more  clearly,  and  the  public  manner  of  my  exe- 

I  wanted  no  praise  from  anybody  ;  cution,  there  was  nothing  to  be  said, 

because  1  felt  it  due  to  me.     A  f el-  except  that  Sandy  Macraw  was  below 

low  who  doubts  about  himself  may  contempt  for  turning  to  inferior  use 

value   approbation  ;   and    such  was  the     flow    of     our    finest   feelings. 

VOL.    CXI. — NO.    DCLXXVIII.  ,                                                           2   D 
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Therefore  I  went,  with  some  indig-  chance  was   there  now  for    Moxy, 

nation,  to  resume  possession  of  my  with     no     money,    and     one     son 

poor  boat,  which  might  as  well  have  only,  and  a  far  better  heart   than 

been  Sandy's  own,  during  the  last  head? 

five  years  and   more.      However,  I  Nevertheless  she  would  not  hear 

could  not  deny  that  the  Scotchman  for  one  moment  of  such  a  thing  as 

had  kept  his  part  of  the  contract  giving    up    Delushy.       This     little. 

well,  for  my    boat  was  beautifully  maid   had   a  way  of    her    own    of 

clean  and  in  excellent  repair ;   in  a  winding  herself  into  people's  hearts, 

word,  as  good  as  new  almost    So  I  given  to    her    by  the    Lord    Him- 

put  Miss  Delushy  on  board  of  her,  self,  to  make  up  for  hard  dealings, 

with    Bunny   for    the    lady's-maid,  Moxy  loved  her  almost  as  much  as 

and  finding  a  strong  ebb  under  us,  her    own    son    Watkin,   and    was 

I  paddled  away  towards  Sker   and  brought  with  the  greatest  trouble  to. 

landed  bravely  at  Pool  Tavan.  consent  to  lose  her  often,  for  the 

For  poor  Black  Evan  lay  now  in  sake    of    learning.     Because    there 

our  churchyard  by  the  side  of  his  never  could  be  at  Sker  the  smallest 

five  bold   sons,  having   beheld   the  chance    of    growing     strongly  into 

white  horse  as  plainly  as  any  of  the  education.       And      everybody    felt 

Coroner's  jury.     The    reason   was  that  Bardic  was  of  a  birth  and  na- 

clear  enough  to  all  who  knew  any-  ture   such  as  demanded  this  thing 

thing  of  medicine,  to  wit,  his  un-  highly.    However,  even   this  public 

wise  and  pernicious  step  in  prosti-  sentiment  might  have  ended  in  talk 

tuting  his  constitution  to  the  use  of  alone,  if  Lady  Bluett  had  not  borne 

water.     If  any  unfortunate  man  is  in  mind  her  solemn  pledge  to  me. 

harassed  with  such    want  of  self-re-  Roger  Bcrkrollcs  would  have   done 

spect,  and  utter   distrust   of   Provi-  his  best,  of  course,  to  see  to  it;  but 

dencc,  as  well  as  unpleasancy  of  be-  his  authority  in  the  parish  hung  for 

feaviour   towards   all   worthy  neigh-  a  while  upon  female  tongues,  which 

hours,  and  black  ingratitude  to  his  forced  him  to  be  most  cautious.     So 

life,  as  to  make  a  vow  for  ever  never  that   I,  though  seven  years  absent, 

to  drink  any  good  stuff  again,  that  am  beyond   doubt  entitled    to  the 

man  mast  be  pitied  largely  ;  but  let  credit  of  this  child's  scholarship.     I 

no  one  speak  harshly  of  him ;   be-  had  seen  the  very  beginning  of    it, 

cause  he  must  so  soon  be  dead.     And  as  I  must  have  said  long  ago,  but 

-this  in  half  the  needful  time,  if  for-  what  was    that   compared  with   all 

merly  he  went  on  too  much.  that     happened    in    my    absence  ? 

Poor     Moxy     now,    with    young  Berkrolles    was    a    mighty    scholar 

Watkin  only,  carried  on  this  desert  (knowing   oYcry   book   almost   that 

farm.     It  was  said  that  no  farmer,  ever  in  reason  ought  to  have  been 

ever  since  the  Abbots  were  turned  indited  or  indicted),  and   his    calm 

out,    could  contrive   to   get    on    at  opinion  was,  that  uhe  never    had 

Sker.      One  after  the    other   failed  led    into  letters  such    a    mind    as 

to  get  a  return  for  the  money  sunk  Bardie's !" 

into  the  desolate  sandy  soiL     Black  She  learned  more  in  a  week  al- 

E van' s  father  took  the  place  with  a  most,  than  all  the  rising  generation 

quarter    of   a   bushel    heaped  with  sucked  in  for  the  quarter.     Not  a 

golden    guineas    of     Queen    Anne,  bit  of  milching  knowledge  could  he 

And    very  bravely  he    began,    but  gently  offer  her,  ere  she  dragged  the 

nothing  ever  came  of  it,  except  that  whole  of  it  out  of  his   crop,  like  a 

he  hanged  himself  at  last,  and  left  young  pigeon  feeding.     And  some* 

his   son  to  go  on  with  it      What  times  she  would  put  such  questions 
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that  ho  could  do  nothing  more  than  music,  and  the  handling  of  a  knife 

cover  both  his  eyes  up !  and  fork,  and  all  the  thousand  little 

All  such  things  are  well  enough  things  depending  on  that  part  of  us, 

for   people  who  forget  how  much  And  here  she  was  made  a  most  per- 

the  body  does  outweigh  the  mind,  feet  pet,  and  wore  very  beautiful 

being  meant,  of  course,  to  do  so,  get-  clothes,  and  so  on ;   but  left  them 

ting  more  food,  as  it  does,  and  able  all  behind  and  went  as   plain  as  a 

to  enjoy  it  more,  by  reason  of  less  nun  to  Newton,  as  soon  as  the  time 

daintiness.    But  for  my  part,  I  have  arrived  for  giving  her  mind  its  pro- 

always  found  it  human  prudence  to  per  training.    Now  when  her  mind 

prevent  the  mind,  or  soul,  or  other  was  ready  to  burst  with  the  piles  of 

parts  invisible,  from  conspiracy  to  learning  stored  in  it,  and  she  could 

outgo,  what  I  can  see,  and  feel,  and  not  sleep  at  night    without   being 

manage,   and  be  punished  for  not  hushed  by  means  of  singing,  Moxy 

heeding — that  is  to  say,  my  body.  would  come  from  Sker  to  fetch  her, 

Now  the  plan  arranged  for  Bar-  and    scold   both    the    Master    and 

die  was  the  most  perfect  that  could  Bunny  well,  for   the    paleness    of 

be  imagined,  springing  from  the  will  Delusny's  face,  and  end  by  begging 

of    Providence,   and    therefore    far.  their  pardon  and   bearing  the  child 

superior   to  any  human  invention,  away  triumphantly,  with  Watkin  to 

Master    Berkrolles  told    me  that  a  carry  the   bag  for  her.    And  then 

human  being  may  be  supposed  to  for  a   month   there  was  play,  and 

consist  principally  of  three  parts —  sea-air,  and  rocks  to  climb  oyer,  and 

the   body,   which  is   chiefly  water  sand-hills,  and  rabbits  and  wild-fowl 

(this  I  could  not  bear  to  hear  of,  to  watch  by  the  hour,  and  bathing 

unless  it  was  salt  water,  which  he  throughout    the    summer-time,  and 

said  might  be  the  case  with  me) ;  nothing  but  very  plain  food  at  reg- 

the  mind,  which  may  be  formed  of  ular  intervals  of  fine  appetite, 

air,  if  it  is  formed  of  anything;  and  So    the    over-active    mind    sank 

the    soul,   which    is    strong    spirit,  back   to    its    due    repose,  and  the 

and  for  that  reason  keeps  the  long-  tender  cheeks  recovered,  with  kind 

est       Accordingly     this    homeless  Nature's  nursing,  ail  the  bloom  the 

maiden's  time  was  so  divided  that  flowers  have   because  they  think  of 

her  three   parts  were  provided  for,  nothing.     Also  the   lightsome   feel 

one    after  other,   most  beautifully,  returned,  and  the  native  grace  of 

She  made  her  rounds,  with  her  little  movement,  and  the    enjoyment    of 

bag,  from  Sker  to  Candleston  Court,  good  runs,  and  laughter  unrepress- 

and  thence  to  Master  Berkrolles  at  ed  but  made  harmonious  by  disci- 

my  cottage,  and  back  again  to  Sker,  pline.      And    then   the  hair   came 

when  Moxy  could   not  do  without  into  gloss,  and  the  eyes  to  depths 

her.    She  would  spend,  perhaps,  a  of  brightness,  and  all  the  mysteries 

fortnight  at  Candleston,  then  a  fort-  of  wisdom  soon  were  tickled  out  of 

night  in  Newton  village,  and    after  her. 

that  a  month  at  Sker,  more  or  less,  This  was  the  life  she  had  been 

as  might  be,  according  to  the  wea-  leading,  now  for  some  six  years  or 

ther  and  the  chances  of  conveyance,  more,  and  being  of  a  happy  nature 

At  Candleston,  of   course,  she  got  she  was    quite    contented.    In  the 

the  best  of  bodily  food  as  well ;  but  boat  I  did  my  utmost,  that  day,  to 

Lady  Bluett  made  a  point  of  attend-  examine  her  as  to  all  her  recollec- 

ing  especially  to  her  soul,  not  in  a  tions  of  her  early  history.    But  she 

sanctimonious  way,  but  concerning  seemed  to  dwell  upon  nothing  now, 

grace,  and  manners,  and  the  love  of  except  the  most  trifling  incidents, 
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such  as  a  crab  lifting  up  the  cover  myself  (ay,  and  often  mean  it  too), 
one  day  when  old  Davy  was  boiling  nobody  can  have  failed  to  gather 
him,  or  "  Dutch "  being  found  with  that  my  countrymen  at  large,  and 
a  lot  of  small  Dutches,  and  nobody  (which  matters  more)  my  country- 
knew  where  they  came  from.  She  women,  take  a  most  kind  view  of 
had  no  recollection  of  any  boat,  or  me.  And  it  would  have  been  hard 
even  a  Coroner's  inquest ;  and  as  to  indeed  if  Moxy  could  not  find  a 
papa,  and  mamma,  and  brother —  tear  or  two.  And  Watkin  now  was 
she  put  her  hand  up  to  her  beauti-  a  fine  young  fellow,  turned  of  twenty 
f  ul  forehead,  to  think,  and  then  some  time  ago,  straight  as  an  arrow, 
wondered  about  them.  Having  and  swift  as  a  bird,  but  shy  as  a 
cleverly  brought  you  thus  to  a  pro-  trout  in  a  mountain-stream.  From 
per  acquaintance  with  the  present  a  humble  distance  he  admired  Miss 
situation,  I  really  think  that  you  Delushy  profoundly,  and  was  ever 
must  excuse  me  from  going  into  all  at  her  beck  and  call ;  so  that  of 
Moxy's  transports  called  forth  by  course  she  liked  him  much,  but  en- 
the  sight  of  me.  In  spite  of  all  tertaincd  a  feminine  contempt  for 
that  I  always  say  in  depreciation  of  such  a  fellow. 


CHAPTER    LII. — GREAT  MARCH    OP    INTELLECT. 

Now  I  come  to    larger    actions,  own  accord  into  the  grand  and  end- 

and  tho  rise  of    great  events,  and  less  war  at  this    time    impending, 

the  movements  of  mankind,  enough  Master  Roger  Berkrolles    told    roe 

to  make  their  mother  earth  tremble,  that  throughout  all   history  (every 

and  take    them    for    suicides,  and  in  and  out  of  which  he  knew,  while 

even  grudge  her    bosom  for  their  pretending    otherwise)    never    had 

naked  burial.     Often  had  I  longed  been  known  such  war,  and  destruc- 

for  war,  not  from  love  of  slaughter,  tion  of  God's  men,  as  might  now  be 

but  because  it  is  so  good  for  us.     It  looked  for.     He  said  that  it  was  not 

calls  out  the  strength  of  a  man  from  a  question  now  of    nation  against 

his  heart  into  the  swing  of  his  legs  nation,  such  as  may  be  fought  out 

and  arms,   and    fills  him  with  his  and  done  with,  after  rapid  victory ; 

duty  to  the  land  that  is  his  mother ;  neither  a  piece  of  mere  covetousness 

and  scatters  far  away  small  things,  for  a  small  advance  of  dominion ; 

and  shows    beyond    dispute  God's  nor  even  a  contest    of    dynasties, 

wisdom,  when  He  made  us  male  and  which  might  prove  the  tougher  one. 

female.      The  fair  sex   (after   long  But  that  it  was    universal  clash ; 

peace)  always  want  to  take  the  lead  half    of    mankind    imbittered   to  a 

of  all,   having  rash    faith    in    their  deadly  pitch  with  the  other  half ; 

quicker  vigour  of  words  and  temper,  and  that  now  no  peace  could  be, 

But  they  prove  their  goodness  al-  till  one    side  was    crushed    under, 

ways,  coming  down  to  their  work  These  things  were  beyond  my  grasp 

at  once,  when  the  blood  flows,  and  of    widest    comprehension,    neither 

the  bones  are  split  into  small  splin-  could  I  desire  a  war,  began  about 

ters,  and  a  man  dies  bravely  in  their  nothing,  so  how.     If  tho  frenchmen 

arms,  through  doing  his  duty  to  them,  insulted  our  flag,  or  wanted  back 

But  though  war  is  good,  no  doubt  some  of  their   islands,  or  kept   us 

(till  men  shall  be  too  good  for  it),  from  examining  their  customs  (when 

there  was  not  one  man  as  yet  in  Great  imported),  no  true  Briton  could  hesi- 

Britain,  who  would  have  gone  of  his  tate  to  keep  his  priming  ready. 
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But  at  present  they  were  only  There  had  long  been  down  among 
plucking  up  courage  to  affront  us,  us  ever  so  many  large-minded  f el- 
being  engrossed  with  their  own  lows,  anxious  to  advance  mankind, 
looseness,  and  broad  spread  of  by  great  jumps,  towards  perfection, 
idiocy.  For  they  even  went  the  And  in  this  they  showed  their  wis- 
length  of  declaring  all  men  to  be  dom  (being  all  young  bachelors)  to 
equal,  the  whole  world  common  strive  to  catch  the  golden  age  before 
property,  and  the  very  names  of  the  they  got  rheumatics, 
months  all  wrong  !  After  this  it  However,  to  men  whose  life  has 
was  natural,  and  one  might  say  the  been  touched  with  the  proper  grey 
only  sensible  thing  they  ever  did,  and  brown  of  earth,  all  these  bright 
to  deny  the  existence  of  their  ideas  seemed  a  baseless  dance  of 
Maker.  For  it  could  hardly  be  rainbows.  Man's  perfection  was  a 
argued  that  the  Almighty  ever  did  thing  we  had  not  found  in  this 
lay  hand  to  such  a  lot  of  scoundrels,  world  ;  and  being  by  divine  wis- 
Now  if  these  rats  of  the  bilge-hole  dom  weaned  from  human  pride  con- 
had  chosen  to  cock  their  tails  in  cerning  it,  we  could  be  well  content 
their  dirt,  and  devour  one  another,  to  wait  our  inevitable  opportunity 
pleasure  alone  need  have  been  the  for  seeking  it  in  the  other  world, 
feeling  of  the  human  race  looking  We  had  found  this  world  wag 
down  at  them.  But  the  worst  of  it  slowly ;  sometimes  better,  and  some- 
was  that  real  men,  and  women,  far  times  worse,  pretty  much  according 
above  them,  took  up  their  filthy  to  the  way  in  which  it  treated  us. 
tricks  and  antics,  and  their  little  Neither  had  we  yet  perceived,  in 
buck-jumps,  and  allowed  their  judg-  the  generation  newly  breeched,  any 
ment  so  to  be  taken  with  grimaces —  grand  advance,  but  rather  a  very 
even  as  a  man  who  mocks  a  fit  may  poor  backsliding,  from  what  we 
fall  into  it — that  in  every  country  were  at  their  time  of  life.  We  all 
there  were  "  sympathisers  with  the  like  a  strong  fellow  when  wo  see 
great  and  glorious  march  of  intel-  him;  and  we  all  like  a  very  bright 
lect."  child,  who  leaps  through  our  misty 

In  Devonshire,  I  had  heard  none  sense  of  childhood.  To  either  of 
of  all  tli is,  for  none  of  the  servants  these  an  average  chap  knocks  under, 
ever  set  eyes,  or  desired  to  do  so,  when  quite  sure  of  it  And  yet,  in 
on  "  public  journals."  They  had  our  parish,  there  was  but  one  of  the 
heard  of  these,  but  believed  them  one  sort,  and  one  of  the  other, 
to  be  very  dangerous  and  wicked  Bardie,  of  course,  of  the  new  gene- 
things  ;  also  devoid  of  interest,  for  ration  ;  and  old  Davy  of  the  elder, 
what  was  the  good  of  knowing  It  vexes  me  to  tell  the  truth  so. 
things  which  anybody  else  might  But  how  can  I  help  it,  unless  I 
know  ?*  And  even  if  they  had  taken  spoil  my  story  ? 
trouble  ever  to  hear  of  the  great  Ever  so  many  people  got  a  meet- 
outbreak,  they  would  have  replied  ing  in  the  chapel  up,  to  sign  a  paper, 
(until  it  led  to  recruiting  in  their  and  to  say  that  nobody  could  guess 
own  parish),  "  Thiccy  be  no  consarn  the  mischief  done  by  all  except  them- 
to  we."  selves.      They   scouted  the  French 

But    in   our    enlightened     neigh-  Revolution  as  the  direct  work  of  the 

bourhood  things  were  very  different,  devil ;   and  in  the  very  next  sen- 

*  That  intelligent  view  still  holds  its  own.  A  Devonshire  farmer  challenged  me, 
the  other  day,  to  prove,  "  Whatt  be  the  gude  of  the  papper,  whan  any  vule  can  rade 
un  ?"— Ed».  M.  of  S. 
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tcnce  vowed    it    the    work  of    the  ship  the  Goddess  of  Reason  than 

seventh  angel,  to  shatter  the  Church  the  God  of    the    Church  of    Eng- 

of  England.     They  came  with  this  land. 

rubbish    for    me   to    sign  ;    and    I  However,   the  followers  of  John 

signed  it  (and  some  of  them  also)  Wesley,    and    all    the    respectable 

with    my    well  -  attested    toe    and  Methodists,  scouted  these  ribalds  as 

heel.  much  as  we  did  ;  and  even  Heze- 

After  such  a  demonstration,  any  kiah  had  the  sense  to  find  himself 
man  of  candid  mind  falls  back  on  going  too  far  with  them,  and  to  re- 
himself,  to  judge  if  he  may  have  pair  the  seventh  seal,  and  clap  it  on 
been  too  forcible.  But  I  could  not  Hepzibah's  mouth.  For  how  could 
see  my  way  to  any  cross-road  of  he  sell  a  clock,  if  time  was  declared 
repentance ;  and  when  I  found  what  by  the  trumpet  to  be  no  more  ? 
good  I  had  done,  I  wished  that  I  Amid  this  universal  turmoil,  up- 
had  kicked  harder.  By  doing  so,  roar,  and  upheaving,  I  received  a 
I  might  have  quenched  a  pestilen-  letter  from  Captain  Bampfylde,  very 
tial  doctrine  ;  as  every  orthodox  short,  and  without  a  word  of  thanks 
person  told  me,  when  they  heard  for  what  I  had  done  for  him,  but 
now  the  fellows  ran.  But— -as  my  saying  that  he  was  just  appointed 
bad-luck  always  conquers — I  had  to  the  Bellona,  74,  carrying  6  ear- 
but  a  pair  of  worn-out  pumps  on,  ronades  on  the  poop ;  that  she  was 
and  the  only  toe  which  a  man  can  fitting  now  at  Chatham,  and  in  two 
trust  (through  his  own  defects  of  months'  time  would  be  at  Spithead, 
discipline)  happened  to  be  in  hospi-  where  he  was  to  man  her.  He  be- 
tal  now,  and  short  of  spring  and  lieved  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
flavour.  Nevertheless  some  good  fine  ship's  company  of  the  Thetis 
was  done.  For  Parson  Lougher  would  be  only  too  glad  to  sail  under 
not  only  praised  me,  but  in  his  him,  and  he  was  enabled  to  offer  me 
generous  manner  provided  a  new  the  master's  berth,  if  I  saw  fit  He 
pair  of  shoes  for  me,  to  kick  harder,  said  that  he  knew  my  efficiency, 
if  again  so  visited.  And  the  news  but  would  not  have  ventured  to 
of  these  prevented  them.  take  this  step  but  for  what  I  had 

But  even  the  way  these  fellows  told  him  about  my  thorough  acquire- 

had    to    rub    themselves    was    not  ment  of  navigation  under  the  care 

enough  to  stop  the  spreading  of  low  of  a  learned  man.    After  saying  that 

opinions  ;    for   the  strength  of  my  if  I  reported  myself  at  Nam  ton  Court 

manifestation  was  impressive  rather  by  the  end  of  October,   he  would 

than  permanent     Also  all  the  lower  have  me  cared   for    and    sent  on, 

lot  of  Nonconformists  and  schisma-  he    concluded  with   these    stirring 

tics  ran  with  their  tongues  out,  like  words : — 

mad  dogs,  all  over  the  country  rav-  "  There  is  a  great  war  near  at 

ing,  snapping  at  everv  good  gentle-  hand ;  our  country  will  want  every 

man's  heels,   and  yelping  that  the  man,  young  or  old,  who  can  fight  a 

seventh    vial    was    open,    and    the  gun." 

seventh  seal  broken.    To  argue  with  These  last    words  fixed    my  re- 

a  gale  of  wind  would  show  more  solve.     I  had  not  been  very  well 

sense  than  to  try  discussion"  with  treated,  perhaps  ;   at  any  rate,  my 

such  a  set  of  ninnies ;  and  when  I  abilities  had    not   been    recognised 

asked  them  to  reconcile  their  admi-  too  highly,  lest  they  should  have  to 

ration  of   atheism  with  their  reli-  be  paid  for  with  a  little  handsome- 

gious  fervour,  one  of  them  answered  ness.      But  a   man  of    large   mind 

bravely  that  he  would  rather  wor-  allows   for    this,    feeling    that  the 
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world,  of  course,  would  gladly  have  indignation,  as  if  she  were  growing 

him  at  half  price.     But  when  it  came  beyond  my  control ;  and  she  stood 

to   talking  of    the   proper  style  to  on  the  spring  of  her  toes  exactly  as 

fight  a  gun,  how  could  I  give  way  she  had  done  when  two  years  old, 

to  any  small  considerations  ?    Fuzzy  and  offered  her  bright  lips    for  a 

and  Ike  were  stealing  rock  at  this  kiss,  to  prove  that  she  was  not  arro- 

particular  period    in    a  new  ketch  gant     None  but  a  surly  bear  could 

called  The  Devil  (wholly  in  honour  refuse  her ;    still  my  feelings  were 

of   Parson  Chowne)  ;    and   through  deeply  hurt,  that  other  people  should 

these  worthy  fellows,  and  Bang  (now  take  advantage  of  my  being  from 

the  most  trustworthy  of  all),  1  sent  home  so  much,  to  wean  the  affec- 

a  letter  to  Narnton  Court,  accepting  tions  of  this  darling  from  her  own 

the  mastership  of  his  Majesty's  ship  old  Davy,  and  perhaps  to  set  up  a 

of  the  line,  Bellona.  claim  for  her. 

Now  every  body  in  earnest  began  Berkrolles  knew  what  my  rights 
to  call  me  "  Captain  Llewellyn" —  were ;  and  finding  him  such  a  quiet 
not  at  my  own  instigation,  but  in  man,  I  gave  it  to  him  thoroughly 
spite  of  all  done  to  the  contrary,  well,  before  I  went  to  bed  that  night. 
The  master  of  a  ship  must  be  the  I  let  him  know  that  his  staying 
captain,  they  argued,  obstinately  ;  there  depended  wholly  upon  myself ; 
and  my  well-known  modesty  had  not  only  as  his  landlord,  but  as 
the  blame  of  all  that  I  urged  against  holding  such  a  position  now  in  New- 
it  But  I  need  not  say  any  more  ton,  and  Nottage,  and  miles  around, 
about  it ;  because  the  war  has  gone  that  the  lifting  of  my  finger  would 
on  so  long,  and  so  many  seamen  have  leave  him  without  a  scholar  or  a 
now  been  killed,  that  the  nation  has  crust  Also  I  wished  him  to  know 
been  stirred  up  to  learn  almost  a  that  he  must  not,,  as  a  wretched 
little  about  us.  landsman,  take  any  liberties  with 

While  I  was  dwelling  on  all  these  me,  because  I  had  allowed  him  gratis 
subjects,  who  should  appear  but  to  impart  to  me  the  vagueness  of 
Miss  Delushy,  newly  delivered  from  what  he  called  "  Mathematics,"  in 
Candleston  Court,  on  her  round  of  the  question  of  navigation.  I  made 
high  education  ?  And  to  my  amaze-  out  some ;  but  the  rest  went  from 
ment,  who  but  Lieutenant  Bluett  me,  through  the  clearness  of  my 
delivered  her  ?  I  had  not  even  brain  (which  let  things  pass  through 
heard  that  he  was  come  home ;  so  it) ;  otherwise  I  would  have  paid 
much  does  a  man,  when  he  rises  in  him  gladly,  if  he  had  earned  it 
life,  fail  in  proper  wakefulness !  But  But  he  said  (or  I  may  myself  have 
now  he  leaped  down  from  the  fore-  said,  to  suggest  some  sense  to  him) 
castle,  and  with  a  grave  and  most  that  my  brain  was  now  too  full  of  ex- 
excellent  courtesy,  and  his  bright  perience  for  experiments.  Of  all  the 
uniform  very  rich  and  noble,  and  knowledge  put  into  me  by  this  good 
his  face  outdoing  it,  forth  ho  led  this  man  carefully,  and  I  may  say  labo- 
littlc  lady,  who  was  clad  in  simple  riously,  I  could  not  call  to  mind  a 
grey.  She  descended  quite  as  if  it  letter,  figure,  stroke,  or  even  sign, 
was  the  proper  thing  to  do ;  and  when  I  led  the  British  fleet  into  ac- 
then  she  turned  and  kissed  the  tips  tion,  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile.  But 
of  her  fingers  to  him  gracefully,  it  may  have  all  been  there,  steadily 
And  she  was  not  yet  eleven  years  underlying  all,  coming  through  great 
old !  How  can  we  be  amazed  at  moments,  like  a  quiet  perspiration, 
any  revolutions  after  this  ?  But  if    I  could   not    take  much 

44 Bardie!"     I    cried,   with    some  learning,   here  was  some   one  else 
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who  could :  aud  there  could  be  no  wanted    her.       And    after    a    little 

finer  sight  for  lovers  of  education  thought  Rhe  told  me,  crossing  her 

than  to  watch  old  Mr.  Berkrolles  and  legs  (in  the  true  old  style),  and  lay- 

his  pupil  entering  into  the  very  pith  ing  down  her  lashes,  that  her  un- 

of  everything.     I  could  not  perceive  certainty  lay  between  Master  Roger 

any  cause  for  excitement,  in  a  dull  and  Mr.  Bluett     She  had  promised 

matter  of  this    sort ;    nevertheless  them  both,  she  did  believe,  without 

they  seemed  to  manage  to  get  stirred  proper  time    to    think  of  it ;    and 

up  about  it     For  when  they  came  could  she  marry  them  both,  because 

to  any  depth  of  mystery  for  fathom-  the  one  was  so  young  and  the  other 

ing,  it  was  beautiful  to  behold  the  so  old  ?    I  laid  before  her  that  the 

long  white  hair  and  the  short  brown  proper    middle    age    of    matrimony 

curls  dancing  together  over  it.     That  could  not  be  attained  in  this  way ; 

good    old  Roger  was  so  clever  in  though  in  the  present  upside  down 

every  style  of  teaching,  that  he  often  of  the  world  it  might  come  to  be 

feigned  not  to  know  a  thing  of  the  thought    of.      And    then    she    ran 

simplest  order  to  him ;   so  that  his  away  and   danced  (exactly  as  she 

pupil  might  work  it  out  and  have  a  used  to  do),  and  came  back  with  her 

bit  of  triumph  over  him.     He  knew  merry  laugh  to  argue  the  point  again 

that  nothing  put  such  speed  into  with  me. 

little  folk  and  their  steps — be  they  Before  I  set  off  for  Narnton  Court 
of  mind  or  body — as  to  run  a  race  on  my  way  to  join  the  Bellona, 
with  grown-up  people,  whether  nurse  Lieutenant  Bluett  engaged  my  boat 
or  tutor.  and  my  services,  both  with  oar  and 
But  in  spite  of  all  these  brilliant  net,  for  a  day's  whole  pleasure  off 
beams  of  knowledge  now  shed  over  shore  and  on.  I  asked  how  many 
her,  our  poor  Bardic  was  held  fast  he  meant  to  take,  for  the  craft  was 
in  an  awkward  cleft  of  conscience,  a  very  light  one ;  but  he  answered, 
I  may  not  have  fully  contrived  to  "As  many  as  ever  he  chose,  for  he 
show  that  this  little  creature  was  as  hoped  that  two  officers  of  the  Royal 
quick  of  conscience  as  myself  almost,  Navy  knew  better  than  to  swamp  a 
although,  of  course,  in  a  smaller  way,  boat  in  a  dead  calm  such  as  this 
and  without  proper  sense  of  propor-  was."  My  self-respect  derived  such 
tions.  But  there  was  enough  of  it  comfort  from  his  outspoken  and 
left  to  make  her  sigh  very  heavily,  gallant  way  of  calling  mo  a  brother 
lest  she  might  have  gone  too  far  in  officer  (as  well  as  from  the  most 
one  way  or  the  other.  Her  meaning  delicate  air  of  ignorance  which  he 
had  been,  from  her  earliest  years,  to  displayed  when  I  took  up  a  two- 
marry,  or  be  married.  She  had  pro-  guinea  piece  which  happened  to  have 
mised  me  through  my  grey  whiskers  come  through  my  roof  at  this  mo- 
often  (with  two  years  to  teach  her  ment  perhaps,  or  at  any  rate  some- 
her  own  mind),  never,  as  long  as  she  how  to  be  lying  in  an  old  tobacco- 
lived,  to  accept  any  one  but  old  box  on  my  table),  that  I  declared 
Davy.  We  had  settled  it  ever  so  my  boat  and  self  at  his  command 
many  times,  while  she  sate  upon  my  entirely. 

shoulder;     and    she    smacked    me  We  had  a  very  pleasant  party, 

every  now  and  then,  to  prove  that  and  not  so  many  as  to  endanger 

she  meant  matrimony.     Now,  when  us,  if  the  ladies  snowed  good  sense. 

I  called  to  her  mind  all  this,  she  Colonel  Lougher  and  Lady  Bluett, 

said  that  I  was  an  old  stupid,  and  also  the  lieutenant,  of  course,  and  a 

she  meant  to  do  just  what  she  liked ;  young  lady  staying  at  Candleston 

though    admitting    that    everybody  Court,  and  doing  her  utmost  to  en- 
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trap  the  youthful  sailor — her  name  wanting;  before  we  had  long  been 

has  quite  escaped  me — also  Delushy,  afloat,    although    the    sea   was    aa 

and  myself.      These    were    all,   or  smooth  as  a  duck-pond,  some  one  to 

would    have    been  all,    if    Master  attend  upon  her. 
Rodney  had   not    chanced,    as   we       Every  one  knows  what  the  Tuskar 

marched    away    from    my    cottage,  Rock  is,  and  the  caves  under  South- 

with  two  men  carrying  hampers,  to  ern  Down ;  neither  am  I  at  all  of  a 

espy,  in  the  corner  of  the  old  well,  nature  to  dwell    upon    eating   and 

a  face  so  sad,   and  eyes  so  black,  drinking.      And    though    all  these 

that  they   pierced   his    happy  and  were  of  lofty  order,  and  I  made  a 

genial  heart.  fire  of    wreck-wood  (just  to    broil 

"  ril  give  it  to  you,  you  sly  minx,"  some  collops  of  a  sewin,  who  came 

I  cried,    "  for  an  impudent,  brazen  from  the  water  into  it,   through  a 

trick  like  this.      What  orders  did  I  revival  of  my  old  skill;  and  to  do  a 

give  you,  Miss  ?    A  master  of  a  ship  few  oysters  m  their  shells,  with  their 

of  the  line,  and  not  master  of  his  gravy    sputtering,    to  let  .us   know 

own  grandchild  I"  when  they  were  done,  and  to  call 

The  young  lieutenant  laughed  so  for  a  bit  of  butter),  no  small  consid- 
that  the  rushes  on  the  sand-hills  erations,  or  most  grateful  memories 
shook,  for  he  saw  in  a  moment  of  flavour  could  have  whispered  to 
all  the  meaning  of  this  most  out-  me  twice,  thus  to  try  my  mouth 
rageous  trick.  Bunny,  forgetting  with  waterings  over  such  a  cookery, 
her  grade  in  life,  had  been  crying;  But  I  have  two  reasons  for  enlarging 
ever  since  she  awoke,  at  receiving  no  on  this  happy  day ;  and  these  two 
invitation  to  this  great  festivity,  would  be  four  at  once,  if  any  one 
She  had  even  shown  ill-will  and  contradicted  them, 
jealousy  towards  Bardie,  and  a  want  My  chief  reason  is  that  poor  dear 
of  proper  submission  to  her  inevi-  Bardie  first  obtained  a  pure  know- 
table  rank  in  the  world.  I  per-  ledge  of  her  desolate  state  upon  that 
ceived  that  these  vile  emotions  grew  occasion  ; — at  least  so  far  as  we  can 
entirely  from  the  demagogic  spirit  of  guess  what  works  inside  the  little 
the  period,  which  must  be  taken  in  chips  of  skulls  that  we  call  babyish, 
hand  at  once.  Wherefore  I  boxed  her  Everybody  had  spoiled  her  so  (being 
ears  with  vigour,  and  locked  her  into  taken  with  her  lovingness,  and  real 
an  empty  cupboard,  there  to  wait  newness  of  going  on,  and  power  to 
for  our  return,  with  a  junk  of  bread  look  into  things,  together  with  such 
and  a  cheese-rind.  However,  she  a  turn  for  play  as  never  can  be 
made  her  way  out,  as  her  father  had  satiated  in  a  world  like  ours ;  not  to 
done  with  the  prison  of  Dunkirk ;  mention  heaps  of  things  which  you 
and  here  she  was  in  spite  of  all  must  see  to  understand),  let  me  not 
manners,  good  faith,  and  discipline,  overdo  it  now,  in  saying  that  this  • 

u  Let  her  come ;   she  deserves  to  little  dear  had  taken  such  good  edu- 

come  ;     she    shall    come,1'    Master  cation,   through  my  liberal  manage- 

Rodney  cried ;  and  as  all  the  others  ment,  as  to  long  to  know  a  little 

said  the  same,  I  was  forced  to  give  more  about  herself  perhaps, 
in  to  it ;  and  upon  the  whole  I  was       This  is  a   very   legitimate  wish, 

proud  perhaps  of  our  Bunny's  re-  and  deserving  of   more    encourage- 

solution.     Neither  did  it  turn  out  ment  than  most  of  us  care  to  give  to 

ill,  but  rather  a  good  luck  for  us,  it ;  because  so  many  of  us  are  not 

because  the  young  lady  who  wooed  the  waifs  and  strays,  and  salvage 

the  lieutenant  proved  her  entire  un-  only,  but  the  dead   shipwrecks  of 

fitness  for  a  maritime  alliance,  by  ourselves;  content  with  the  bottom 
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of  the  great  deep,  only  if  no  shallow  cared  to  paddle  in   the  water  that 

fellows  shall  come  diving  down  for  embraced  them.     Now  and  then  a 

us.  quiet    sob,    in    harmony    with    the 

Having  the  joy  of  sun   and  sea,  evening  tide,  showed  that  the  storm 

and  the  gratitude  for  a  most  lovely  of  grief  was  over,  but  the  calm  of 

dinner,  such  as  none  could  take  from  deep  sorrow  abiding, 

me,  1  happened  to  lie  on  my  oars  "  What  is  the  matter,  my  pretty 

and  think,  while  all  my  passengers  dear  ?"  I  asked,  after  landing,  and 

roved    on    the    rock.       They    were  coaxing    her.        "  Tell    old    Davy ; 

astray  upon  bladder-weed,  pop-weed,  Captain  David  will  see  the  whole  of 

dellusk,    oar-weed,    ribbons,    frills,  it  put  to  rights." 

kelp,  wrack,  or  five-tails, — anything  uIt  cannot    be    put    to  yights," 

you  like  to  call  them,   without  fall-  she  answered,  being  even  now  un- 

mg  over  them.     My  orders  were  to  able    to  pronounce    the  r    aright, 

stand  off  and  on,  till  the  gentry  had  although  it  was  rather  a  lisp  than 

amused  themselves.      Only  I  must  any  clear  sound  that    supplied  its 

look  alive;    for    the    Tuskar    rock  place;     "it  never    can    be    put    to 

would  be  two  fathoms  under  water,  yights ;     when    the    other    children 

in  about  four  hours,  at  a  mile  and  had  fathers  and  mothers,   God  left 

a  half  from  the  nearest  land.  me  outside  of  them ;   and  the  young 

The  sunset  wanted  not  so  much  lady  says  that  I  must  not  aspiya  ever 
as  a  glance  of  sea  to  answer  it,  but  to  marry  a  gentleman.  I  am  only 
lay  hovering  quietly,  and  fading  fit  for  Watkin,  or  Tommy-Toms,  or 
beneath  the  dark  brows  of  the  cliffs ;  nobody !  Old  Dyo,  why  did  I  never 
which  do  sometimes  glorify,  and  have  a  father  or  a  mother?" 
sometimes  so  discourage  it  The  "My  dear,  you  had  plenty  of 
meaning  of  the  weather  and  the  both,"  I  replied;  "but  they  were 
arrangement  of  the  sky  and  sea,  was  shipwrecked,  and  so  were  you. 
not  to  make  a  show  for  once,  but  to  Only  before  the  storm  came  on, 
let  the  sunset  gently  glide  into  the  you  were  put  into  this  boat  some- 
twilight,  and  the  twilight  take  its  how,  nobody  living  can  tell  how, 
time  for  melting  into  starlight,  and  the  boat  came  safe,  though  the 
This  I  never  thus  have  touched,  ship  was  wrecked." 
except  in  our  old  island.  "  This  boat !"  she  cried,  spreading 

There  was  not  a  wave  to  be  seen  out  her   hands    to    touch    it    upon 

or  felt,  only  the  glassy  heave  of  the  either  side — for  by  this  time,  I  had 

tide  lifted  my  boat  every  now  and  shipped    her — "  was    it    this    boat 

then,  or  lapped  among  the  wrinkles  saved  me." 

of  the  rocks,  and  spread  their  fringes.  "  Yes,  you  beauty  of  the  world. 

Not  a  sound  was  in  the  air,  and  on  Now  tell  me  what  that  wicked  girl 

the  water  nothing,  except  the  little  had  the  impudence  to  say  to  you. 

tinkling  softness  of  the  drops  thai  This  I  need  not  here  set  down, 

feathered  off  from  my    suspended  Enough  that  it  flowed  from  jealousy, 

oar-blades.     Floating  round  a  corner  jealousy  of  the  lowest  order,  caused 

thus,  I  came  upon  a  sight  as  gently  by   the  way    in  which    Lieutenant 

sad  as  sky  and  sea  were.     A  little  Rodney  played  with  Bardie.      This 

maid  was  leaning  on  a  shelf  of  stone  of  course  interfered  with  the  lady's 

with  her    hair   dishevelled    as    the  chances  of  spreading  nets  for  him, 

kelp  it  mingled  with.       Her  plain  so  that  soon  she  lost  her  temper,  fell 

brown  hat  was  cast  aside,  and  her  upon  Delushy,   and   upbraided  her 

clasped  hands  hid  her  face,  while  her  for  being  no  more  than  an  utterly 

slender  feet  hung  down,  and  scarcely  unknown  castaway. 
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NO.    VI. — PERCY  BYSSHE  SHELLEY. 

It  is  a  very  common  error  in  the  boat  under  the  overhanging  trees,  in- 
world,  when  dealing  with  persons  of  terrupted  by  nothing  worse  than  here 
genius,  and  especially  with  poets,  to  and  there  a  fragrant  copse  of  water- 
swamp  the  man  in  the  writer,  and  lilies;  or  even  a  delightful  mimic 
to  regard  as  poet  only,  an  individual  sea,  a  sheltered  celestial  inlet,  in 
probably  strong  in  natural  charac-  which  he  could  gently  dare  and 
teristics,  and  with  a  most  solid  and  safely  attain  the  flowery  isles  and 
muscular  basis  of  humanity  to  make  rosy  rocks,  with  ever  a  safe  piece 
a  pedestal  for  his  genius.  With  of  silver  strand  at  their  feet  to  beach 
such  poets  as  those  we  have  already  his  fairy  vessel.  And  there  should 
discussed,  this  idea  would  be  a  be  woods  deep  and  soft,  breathing 
thoroughly  false  one,  for  they  were  coolness  and  balmy  rest  and  soli- 
all  most  distinguishable  men  apart  tude ;  and  blue  mountains,  such  as 
from  their  inspired  condition,  and  are  seen  only  in  heaven  and  Italy, 
while  no  numbers  were  falling  from  And  unseen  guardians  should  wan- 
their  lips.  But  with  our  present  der  about,  woodland  creatures,  with 
subject  the  case  is  different.  Shelley  penetrating  eyes,  to  charm  away  all 
was  a  poet  only — an  embodied  Song  mewts  and  toads,  as  once  they  did 
— scarcely  a  man  at  all.  He  stands  from  Titania's  slumbers.  To  place 
before  us  with  glittering  eyes  look-  Wordsworth  or  Burns  in  such  a 
ing  out  from  among  the  shadows,,  as  scene  would  be  ludicrous  ;  and  the 
his  friend  Trelawney  saw  him  first —  puzzled  movements  of  the  astonished 
a  wild  and  wayward  figure,  more  like  Titan  thus  surrounded  would  move 
the  Faun  of  the  classic  imagination,  the  world  to  inextinguishable  laugh - 
or  those  strange  beautiful  beings  ter;  but  with  Shelley  it  would  be 
who  dwelt  between  earth  and  hea-  natural.  Those  soft  shades  would 
ven  on  the  heights  of  Gothic  fancy,  caress  him  like  the  touch  of  angels, 
than  a  mere  plodding  mortal  like  The  dreamy  quiet,  the  soft  varieties 
ourselves.  He  is  a  creature  whom,  of  bliss,  would  heal  all  his  wounds, 
though  his  sins  were  not  passed  Not  heaven  nor  earth,  but  this  ely- 
over  by  his  contemporaries,  we  who  sium  between  the  two,  would  be  his 
come  after  can  scarcely  think  of  as  natural  sphere, 
bearing  any  weight  of  moral  obli-  It  is  one  of  the  triumphs  of  mo- 
gation  at  all.  He  has  no  respon-  dern  civilisation  to  have  placed  all 
sibilities,  no  duties,  except  to  be  the  world  on  the  same  level  before 
happy  when  he  can,  and  kind,  and  the  law ;  but  this  rule,  though  in- 
to sing.  Instinctively  we  feel  that  evi table  in  public  affairs,  is,  as 
here  is  the  being  who  ought  to  be  everybody  knows,  subject  to  all 
Nature's  spoilt  child.  The  sun  manner  of  modifications  at  the  tri- 
should  always  shine  for  him,  and  bunal  of  private  judgment  There 
his  own  west  wind  blow,  and  the  are  always  some  people  whom,  ac- 
lark  make  delicious  music.  His  cording  to  the  nature  of  things,  we 
world  ought  to  be  that  garden  in  judge  more  leniently  than  others; 
which  the  sensitive  plant  flourished,  and  some  upon  whom  we  find  it  im- 
There  should  be  a  river  for  this  fa-  possible  to  put  any  serious  moral 
vourite  of  earth  to  float  upon  in  his  stigma,    though  their  offences,   ac- 
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cording  to  the  letter,  have  been  his  character,  or  treating  his  pecu- 
as  grievous  as  those  to  which  in  liarities  with  wisdom.  Therefore, 
others  we  allot  the  deepest  condem-  while  he  was  but  a  boy,  his  life  got 
nation.  Even  in  this  point,  which  astray  among  all  kinds  of  painful  and 
would  seem  the  easiest  of  all,  no  misleading  currents,  and  the  boat 
such  thing  as  equality  is  possible  which  was  fit  for  noftiing  greater 
between  man  and  man.  And  Shel-  than  an  encounter  with  the  water- 
ley  is  emphatically  one  of  the  ex-  lilies,  was  forced  upon  many  a  rock 
ceptions  against  whom  the  most  in-  and  down  many  a  rapid.  Nothing 
exorable  Rhadamanthus  could  wield  can  be  more  sad  than  a  premature 
no  sword  of  justice.  As  a  man,  we  blight  upon  a  life  scarcely  yet 
should  be  compelled  to  say  that  he  emerged  from  the  bud,  or  capable  of 
discharged  very  badly  all  the  obli-  understanding  the  miseries  which  it 
gations  of  life,  and  was  commend-  is  precociously  capable  of  inflicting 
able  in  none  of  its  relationships,  upon  itself.  Shelley  lived  but  thirty 
He  surrounded  himself  with  a  years  in  this  unkindly  world.  Bo- 
youthful  bravado  of  infidelity,  which  fore  twenty  of  them  had  passed  he 
most  likely  meant  very  little.  He  had  ruined  himself  in  public  estima- 
was  not  particular  about  truth -tell-  tion,  estranged  himself  from  his  re- 
ing,  nor  any  of  those  usually  neces-  lations,  and  cut  off  from  before  his 
sary  moralities.  Such  weaknesses  own  wayward  feet  all  possibility  of 
render  a  man  very  objectionable ;  a  worthy  career.  Sad  throughout 
but  they  do  not  affect  a  Faun  one  was  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  poet 
way  or  another,  or  alter  our  opinion  Had  he  not  been  a  poet,  men  in 
of  that  beautiful  woodland  creature  ;  general  would  have  made  small  moan 
and  Shelley  was  much  more  a  Faun  over  the  misfortunes  of  the  young 
than  a  mun.  He  was  sheer  poetry  fool  who  wrecked  himself  thus  wil- 
only  half  embodied  at  any  time — a  fully  and  early.  As  it  is,  his  life 
spirit  of  an  intermediary  world — a  has  been  the  subject  of  countless 
wandering  genie — nothing  more.  comments,  attacks,  and  defences ; 
Such  a  visionary  being,  however,  and  as  a  life,  we  doubt  whether 
unless  very  specially  cared  for,  is  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  it  one 
apt  to  come  into  dismal  contact  with  way  or  another.  Wo  give  up,  ac- 
the  harder  entities  that  fill  the  world,  cordingly,  the  vain  idea  to  treat 
It  requires,  indeed,  even  on  the  part  Shelley  seriously  as  a  man.  Poor 
of  father  and  mother,  an  extreme  wandering  soul!  he  was,  after  all, 
clearness  of  vision  to  be  able  to  per-  little  more  than  a  boy  when  he  came 
ccive  that  it  is  a  Faun  they  have  to  to  a  sudden  conclusion  in  those  blue 
deal  with.  Even  Love  erects  itself  Mediterranean  waves  which  are  salt 
against  such  a  theory — love  which  and  bitter  to  some  as  any  Baltic, 
is  not  of  its  nature  tolerant  but  Ho  was  a  Poet,  a  Spirit  of  the  race 
rather  exacting,  demanding  excel-  of  Ariel,  and  him  who  invoked 
lence,  or  something  which  it  can  Sabrina  in  Milton's  stately  verse- 
believe  to  be  excellence,  with  a  voice  and  it  is  in  this  character  that  we 
which  is  often  imperious  in  its  pas-  will  understand  him  best 
sion.  And  college  dons  and  uni-  This  exceptional  being  was  born 
versity  officials  are  still  less  likely  to  in  August  1702,  on  the  very  edge 
perceive  the  peculiar  mental  consti-  of  the  great  Revolution  which  did 
tution  of  an  offending  undergraduate,  all  but  overturn  the  world  ;  of  a 
Neither  would  it  seem  that  Shelley  family  not  at  all  remarkable  in  any 
in  his  early  days  had  any  friend  in  way,  to  which  henceforward  he  was 
the  least  capable  of  understanding  a  mystery  and  a  trouble  unceasing, 
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as  any  fairy  child  is  likely  to  be  in  dent  in  his  career,  is  a  most  valuable 
a  humdrum  modern  household.     He  indication  of  his  character.     Shelley 
had  a  sister  Elizabeth,  who  was  very  was  beyond  the  reach  of  those  ordi- 
like  him  in  appearance,  and  who  in  nary  motives  which  make  the  whole- 
her  early  youth  dabbled  in  verse  like  some  mass  of  ordinary  boys  place 
himself ;   but  probably  she  was  no  their  necks  cheerfully  and  even  with 
changeling,  and  the  resemblance  and  a   certain    pride   under    this  yoke, 
natural  attraction  between  them  ap-  which  is  of  the  school's  own  making 
pears  to  have  faded  as  life  went  on.  — prescribed  and  sanctioned  by  that 
Of  his  childhood  little  or  nothing  is  truest  of  republics,  and  supported 
known.     He  went  to  school  at  ten,  by  the  public  opinion  of  its  mem- 
when,  being  a  very  delicate-looking  bers.      To  such  sentiments,   which 
and   lovely  child — a  curled  darling  in  their  way  are  of  an  elevated  and 
fresh  from   the  nursery — he  had  a  elevating    order,    and    contain    the 
hard  time  of  it,  as  is  not  unusual,  germ    of    one    of    the    highest    of 
At  fifteen  he  went  to  Eton,  where  human   principles  —  voluntary   sub- 
he  became,  according  to  all  his  bio-  ordination    to    received    law  —  the 
graphcrs,  the  victim  of  much  cruelty,  poet  was  absolutely  impervious.     He 
rudeness,   and   persecution   on    the  was    apparently  incapable   even  of 
part  of  his  comrades.     The  Eton  of  conceiving  what  is  meant  by  esprit 
the  present  day  has  become  so  peace-  de  corps,  the  pride  of  corporate  and 
able,    well-bred,    and    gentlemanly,  public  being,  and  the  sway  of  tradi- 
that  the  story  of  the  tortures  inflicted  tion.     The  whole  principle  of  his  life 
upon  }roung  Shelley  read,  to  those  was    individuality.      Notwithstand- 
who  know  the  school,  like  one  of  ing  a  most  generous  heart  always 
the  feverish  dreams  of  his  own  over-  ready  to    overflow    in    the  wildest 
excited    imagination.       But     times  liberality  of  charity  and  almsgiving, 
were  ruder  in  the  beginning  of  the  the  higher  generosity  of  obedience 
century ;     and    though   we  do    not  was  altogether  out  of  his  reach.     He 
know  by  what  rule  we  are  to  dis-  is  Kke  a  restive  horse  that  kicks  and 
tinguish  between  the  grotesque  ad-  flings  at  the  very  appearance  of  bit 
ventures  of  after-days — in  which  he  and  bridle.     To  give  he  is  willing — 
himself  seems  to  have  believed,  but  to  submit  is  impossible  to  him.     He 
nobody     else  —  and     those    stories  is  Ariel,    but    Ariel    before  .either 
which,  there  being  no  evidence  either  Sycorax    or     Prospero  —  the    fatal 
for  or  against  them,  his  biographers  witch  or  the  potent  magician — had 
take  for  granted — we  are  content  to  bound  him.     The  passion  of  his  life, 
believe  that  the  strange  spirit  which  thus  developed   in  its  very  earliest 
already  chafed  at  all  the  conditions  stage  is  resistance.     From  that  in- 
arid  restrictions  of  everyday  human-  stinctive  struggle  against  a   school- 
ity,   met  with  a  certain  amount  of  boy's  dearest  authority,  the  law  and 
trouble  from  the  ordinary  flesh  and  custom    of    his    school,    which    he 
blood  which  surrounded  him.     For  maintained  at  fifteen,  until  the  time 
one  thing,  with   that  curious  cxag-  when — alas !  not  another  fifteen  years 
geration  of    personal    independence  full  counted — he  had  to  succumb  at 
which  is  always  to  be  found  in  a  cer-  last  to  an  adversary  no  man  can  suc- 
tain  number  of  boys,  he  set  his  face  cessfully  resist,  the  whole  scope  both 
against   the   fagging  system,  which  of  his  life  and  doctrine  is  vehement 
probably,    like    other    things,    was  opposition — resistance — it   does  not 
of  a  ruder  and  more  disagreeable  much  matter  to  what, — to  God,  to 
character   than    at    present.      This,  man,  to  law,  to  authority — whatso- 
which   is  but  an  insignificant  inci-  ever  and  whosoever  opposed  him. 
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Perhaps  it  is,  more  almost  than  its  ed  to  have  amused  himself  and 
fine  poetry,  the  extraordinary  life  the  boy  by  engaging  in  bouts  of 
of  this  principle,  the  very  essence  of  cursing,  the  King  and  Shelley's 
his  being,  which  makes  his  crown-  father  being  the  special  objects  of 
ing  poem,  "Prometheus,"  stand  these  extraordinary  anathemas.  But 
out  a  great  and  terrible  picture  this  is  the  mythological  period  of  the 
against  the  pale  heavens  and  the  poet's  life,  and  there  seems  always 
shuddering  earth.  This  was  the  to  have  been  ground  for  hoping  that 
highest  conception  he  could  reach  such  wild  stories,  when  told  only  by 
of  human  superiority.  How  far  himself,  might  be  mere  imaginations, 
it  might  be  the  fault  of  his  age  Perhaps  the  other  eccentricities  of 
we  cannot  tell — or  how  far  it  was  the  time — his  sallying  forth  at  mid- 
peculiar  to  his  wild  and  lawless  night  to  call  up  the  devil,  his  burn- 
spirit  ;  but  it  is  clear  that  this  great  ing  of  trees,  and  similar  cantrips- 
yet  inevitably  inferior  ideal  took  were  but  imaginations  too.  Several 
possession  of  him.  He  saw  no  years  later,  when  he  already  called 
beauty  in  that  loftier  and  more  himself  a  man,  he  informed  Godwin 
splendid  faculty  of  submission  which  in  a  letter  that  he  had  been  twice 
is  the  theory  of  Christianity ;  a  har-  expelled  from  Eton ;  but  for  this 
monious  movement  in  concert  with  statement  there  does  not  seem  the 
all  the  music  of  the  spheres,  with  the  slightest  foundation.  According  to 
will  of  Heaven,  and  the  courtesies  all  likelihood,  he  left  his  school 
and  primitive  sympathies  of  earth,  much  as  other  boys  do  whose  car- 
was  a  thing  at  which  his  Faun-eyes  eer  there  has  not  been  brilliant  He 
glittered  wildly,  blank  with  incom-  had  a  quantity  of  books  given  him 
prehension.  But  those  eyes  glowed  on  leaving  by  his  schoolfellows, 
with  terrible  and  wonderful  vision  which  some  of  his  biographers  take 
when  the  old  fable  of  the  resisting  as  a  mark  of  their  attachment  to 
Titan,  indomitable,  unconquerable,  him— a  point  as  to  which  old  Eton 
wakened  their  depths.  This  he  un-  men,  knowing  the  habit  of  the  place, 
derstood  and  felt  to  the  very  depths  will  be  less  certain.  He  went  to 
of  his  ghostly  nature.  Resistance!  Oxford  in  the  year  1810,  before 
it  was  his  ideal  of  all  lofty  character,  which  period  he  had  composed  and 
and  the  principle  of  his  life.  published  two  volumes  of  what  we 
We  have  not  space  to  linger  upon  are  assured  were  extremely  foolish 
all  the  wild  tradition  of  his  school-  novels.  In  Oxford,  however,  he 
boy  life,  opposed  as  it  was  to  every-  emerges  out  of  the  mythological 
thing  that  could  be  called  authority,  period  in  which  we  can  be  certain 
He  was  fond  of  Greek  and  Latin,  and  of  nothing ;  and  here  a  prophet  and 
would  have  gladly  studied  them  by  interpreter  of  Shelley  appears  to 
his  own  will ;  but  the  fact  that  it  lend  us  his  solid  and  consequential 
was  the  will  of  the  masters  that  he  aid.  Mr  Jefferson  Hogg,  who  was 
should  learn,  set  him  astray  at  once,  the  poet's  chief  and  most  intimate 
He  "  would  not  submit  to  the  tram-  friend  during  his  brief  career  at 
melsof  thegradus."  "  Shelley  never  the  University,  is  as  strange  a 
would  obey ;"  and  in  pure  perverse-  biographer  as  such  an  eccentric 
ness  it  would  seem,  because  such  and  wayward  soul  could  well  have, 
learning  was  discouraged,  he  took  to  His  jaunty  patronage  of  his  young 
studying  chemistry  and  electricity  hero,  his  mingled  sense  of  Shelley's 
instead.  These  scientific  studies  superiority  to  everybody  and  nis 
were  prosecuted  under  the  care  of  a  own  superiority  to  Shelley,  and  his 
Dr.  Lind  in  Windsor,  who  is  report-  delightful    confidence    that    in    his 
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own  person  he  is  equally  interest-  the  roadside,  throwing  stones  into 
ing  to  the  world,  is  full  of  the  frank*  them,  or  floating  paper-boats,  which 
est  naivete ;  but  we  believe  this  book  he  made  by  the  score — an  enthralling 
has  been  accepted  as  in  the  main  a  true  delight,  from  which  it  was  scarcely 
record  founded  upon  personal  know-  possible  to  withdraw  him.  When 
ledge.  Shelley  was  eighteen  at  the  m  his  rooms,  and  engaged  in  the 
time  when  he  thus  suddenly,  as  most  earnest  conversation,  he  would 
it  were,  bounds  upon  the  scene,  a  suddenly  stop,  stretch  himself 
slim  lad  with  brilliant  eyes,  stoop-  "  upon  the  rug  before  a  large  fire 
ing  shoulders,  a  voice  like  a  peacock,  like  a  cat,"  and  go  tot  sleep  there 
and  the  most  wonderful  "ways"  for  two  hours,  with  u his  little  round 
that  ever  young  collegian  had.  Mr.  head  exposed  to  such  a  fierce  heat 
Hogg  saw  him  first  at  dinner  in  that  I  used  to  wonder  how  he  was 
the  hall  of  University  College,  a  able  to  bear  it."  While  the  Poet- 
freshman  newly  arrived — and,  begin-  Faun  took  this  sudden  refreshment, 
ning  to  talk  to  him,  became  so  ab-  his  mortal  friend  sat  and  read, 
sorbed  that  everybody  was  gone  from  sometimes  trying  to  shelter  the  head 
the  hall,  and  the  college  servants  of  the  sleeper  from  the  fire,  and  no 
had  come  to  clear  the  table,  before  the  doubt  many  a  time  pondering  over 
two  young  men  came  to  themselves,  him  with  tnat  wondering  conscious- 
Oddly  enough,  the  discussion  which  ness  of  incongruity  which  everybody 
so  entranced  them  was  upon  the  who  knew  Shelley  seems  to  have 
relative  merits  of  German  and  Ita-  vaguely  felt,  though  it  did  not  affect 
Han  poetry — a  discussion  which  was  their  love  for  him,  or  their  interest 
characteristically  and  summarily  in  his  fitful  ways.  Was  there  ever 
concluded,  when  the  young  disput-  a  more  distinct  embodiment  of  the 
ants  had  retired  to  Hogg's  rooms,  sylvan  half-human  nature  of  pagan 
by  the  mutual  admission  that  neither  fancy,  with  all  its  wild  freedom 
knew  anything  of  the  literature  he  squeezed,  into  the  mere  human  mould 
had  so  hotly  defended  !  which  could  not  contain  it  ?  And  a 
The  connection  thus  formed  grew  certain  pain  and  disquiet,  such  as 
into  the  most  intense  friendship,  and  might  well  belong  to  a  strango  spirit 
never  was  there  wilder  and  stranger  wandered  out  of  its  sphere,  and 
sprite  out  of  fairy  land  than  the  extra-  straying  with  "blank  misgiving" 
ordinary  being  whom  this  shrewd  among  "worlds  not  realised,"  breathes 
Yorkshireman,  as  unlike  himself  as  through  the  whole  story.  The 
possible,  grew  to  adore  and  patron-  Faun  of  Mr.  Hawthorne's  weird  ro- 
ise.  Shelley  had  brought  his  scien-  mance  is  not  half  so  true  or  striking 
tific  tools  with  him,  and  lived  sur-  as  this  real  impersonation ;  for  this 
rounded  by  batteries  and  crucibles,  strange  being  was  gentle  as  well  as 
with  holes  burnt  in  his  carpet,  and  wild — tender,  affectionate,  and  car- 
diabolical  odours  breathing  through  essing,  as  well  as  lawless  and  insub- 
his  apartments.  He  lived  chiefly  ordinate;  docile,  and  yet  untam- 
on  bread,  taking  his  meals  in  the  able;  a  confiding  child  and  unbe- 
strcets  from  the  loaf  which  he  lieving  rebel  all  in  one.  Amid  the 
brought  on  his  way,  and  tore  to  ordinary  trite  records  of  human 
pieces  as  he  walked  and  talked,  proceedings,  an  apparition  at  once  so 
He  took  very  long  walks  with  a  touching  and  so  bizarre  comes  like 
pair  of  duelling  pistols  in  his  pocket,  some  gust  of  wailing  wind  through 
stopping  now  and  then  to  refresh  him-  the  serenity  of  the  common  day. 
self  by  firing  at  some  mark  he  had  set  He  stirs  strange  depths  of  feeling 
up :  he  lingered  hours  over  ponds  by  in   all   across  whose  path  he  passes 
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swift    and    sudden.     Ho  opens    up  tion  whatsoever  according  to  the  strict 

a    new    and    weird    world,     where  and  Prc™ftC  truth,  and  the  bare,  naked 

nothing   is    known    or    definite,    hut  realities  of  actual  life;   not  through  an 

notning  is   Known   or   aennite,    but  addlction  to  falsehood,  which  he  cor- 

all  vague,  shadowy,  wistful.  Ad-  dially  detested,  but  because  he  was  the 
miration  and  pity  and  wonder  creature,  the  unsuspecting  and  unrc- 
surround  him ;  the  outside  world  siting  victim,  of  his  irresistible  iuia- 
denounces  and  vituperates,  taking  *  "gjg-  he  writtcn  ^ 
him  in  its  ignorance  for  a  man  like  individuals  the  history  of  some  pro- 
others;  but  the  inner  circle  of  ceediug  in  which  he  was  himself  a 
spectators,  who  know  him,  do  not  party  and  an  eyewitness,  each  of  his 
know   what    to    say   or    think.     To  ^   repots    would   have    varied    from 

them  it  is  imno«uuble  to  blame  •  tbev    the  rcdt  in  C88ential  a»d  important   cir- 
tnem  it  is  impossiDie  to  oiame  ,  tney    cumstanceg.      Thc    relation    given    on 

are  baffled,  without  being  aware  how  the  morrow  would  be   unlike  that  of 
it  is,  by  the  sweet  serenity  and  purity,  the  day,  as  the  latter  would  contradict  • 
in  a  way,  of  this  creature,  who  has  thc  ^lc  °f  yesterday.    Take  some  ex- 
no    conscience    or    even    conscious-  ""JPi*?*    *Je,  *'ritC8  :j~  .  ~  #    ,  ..    .  . 

r      j.  i    _        _       i.A.  I  was  infonncd  at  Oxford  that  In 

ncss  of  ordinary  human  moralities,  c^  j  denied  the  publication,  no  more 

This  is  evidently   the  mental  posi-  would  be  said.    I  refused,  and  was  ex- 

tion  of  all  who  knew  him  best  and  pellcd.1 

loved  him  most.     They  form  a  little       "  This  te   Incoroct;  no  such  offer  waa 

«;««i«   -~.,«,i    4k„   o«wx*   ;«   nrk^k  k«  made,  no  such  information  was  given; 

circle  round  the  spot  m  which  he  but>  mu8i       on  thc  affair  M  h»  ^ 

plays   his  pranks;   their  minds  are  WOnt,  he    dreamed   that   this   proposal 

always  full   of  wonder,  mixed  with  had  been  declined  by  him ;  and  thus  ho 

a  little  affectionate  fear,  as  to  what  hfld   the  gratification  of   believing  that 

ho    may   do    or   say    next.     Indul-  hejvasmorc  0f  a  martyr  than  he  really 

.,     J    j    .      ,    i J  xU        ,.  A        .  was.    Again  he  writes  thus : — 

gently  and   tenderly   they   listen   to  «»At   the  period  to  which  I  allude, 

the    extraordinary     adventures     of  I  was  at  Eton.    No  sooner  liad  I  formed 

which,  blazing  with  earnestness  and  the    principles   which    I    now   profess, 

self-belief,  he  tells  them— *nd  smile  Jlian  *  was  anxious  to  disseminate  their 

«*    ~~~u   \*uA<~     ««/i     «oL-    /n^.Vni,,  beneflts.     This   was   done   without    the 

at    each    other,   and    ask    furtively  8li„htC8t  ^^    l  wa8  twicc  expelled, 

what  confirmation  there  is  for  these    but  recalled  by  the  interference  of  my 

marvels.     Generally  the    conclusion    father.' 

is  that  no  confirmation  exists  at  all,        "All    this   is   purely  imaginary;    he 

and  that  the  story  is  a  simple  fable.  2%£?S?Ur£&  £5223 
But  not  for  any  earthly  induce-  twicC)  not  onco#  Hls  poetlc  tempera- 
ments, scarcely  for  his  life,  would  ment  was  overcome  by  the  grandeur 
one   of  those  faithful  friends  allow  and  awfulness  of  thc  occasion,  when  he 

that    ShJlley    lied.      Not    so  — for    ^°^u?  illy*|?  to  >addn;?9  ♦%  auth(ir 
a   •  i  -1*.    i:«      t~    *u«*   „„,««*    °f     Caleb  Williams,'  so  that  the  auspl- 

Anel    cannot    he.     To    that  sweet    d()U8    A    ll0f   to  ^{Qye  and  BUpport 

spnte  his  imaginations  are  as  real  as  his  favourite  son,  shed  over  his  head 
facts  are  to  us.     We  do   not  know    a    benign   vision.    He   saw  himself    at 

a  more  remarkable  instance  of  this    hi8   ,DamcX  wl>H    *  Political    Justice,' 

_•  „„     a™^;™     nVsA     tnsiiiirMkn/tn     which  he  had  lately  borrowed  from  Dr. 

curious     devotion    and     indulgence,    Llnd  before  him.    He  had   read 

than  that  which  has  led  Mr.  Hogg,  a  fcw  ^g^  nnd  nad  formed  his  princl- 

himself  no  genius,  but  a  somewhat  pies  in  a  moment;   he  was  thrown  into 

cynical   man   of  the   world,  to  give  a  rapture  by  thc  truisms,  mares'  nests, 

the  following  emanation    of    sW  ^  jj-ta-jMg  *  1-  «*jg. 

ley  s  romancing :—  loft  of   tJ    PotcN   bibllopola  ct  typo- 

graphus,'  amongst  Eton  grammars  and 

"He    was    altogether     Incapable     of  Eton    sehoolbooks,    republishing    with 

rendering   an  account   of    any   transac-  thc  rapidity  of  a  dream,  and  *  without 


1872.]                        2To.  VL— Percy  Bysshe  Shelley.  421 

the  slightest  caution,'  Godwin's  heavy  to  his  elfish  opponent's  tutor,  and 
and  unsaleable  volumes.  He  sees  him-  have  him  whipped:  a  style  of  ariru- 
self  before  the  Dons,  convened  and  ex-  ^  .  ..  7  i£v^™^ Tk-L.  . ~~£1 
pelled;  and,  lastly,  ho  beholds  the  ment  which  ^  always  been  accept- 
honourable  member  for  Shoreham.  *bl©  to  the  losing  side.  The  same 
weeping  on  his  knees,  like  Priam  at  curious  system  of  mischief  occupied 
the  feet  of  Achilles^  and  imploring  the  the  young  student  at  Oxford.  In- 
less  inexorable  Dr.  Keate.  niaJL  however  of  the  innocent  &n<l 
"All  this,  being  poetically  true,  he  sjf^noweyer,  01  me  innocent  ana 

firmly  and  loyajly  believes,  and  com-  stupid  hoax  which  gives  a  pleasure 

municates,  as  being  true  in  act,   fact,  of  which  he  is  soon  deeply  ashamed, 

and  deed,  to  his  venerable  correspon-  to  many  a  youth  of  eighteen,  there 

dent-'  was  a  certain  diabolical  fun  in  the 

pranks  of  this  wild  Ariel  in  cap  and 

The  student  life  which  these  two  gown.    His  new  mode  of  proceed* 

most  dissimilar  friends  shared  lasted  ing  was  as  follows : — 
only    for    about   eighteen    months. 

During  this  time  they  were  insepar-  «  When  he  ^^^  to  oxford,  he  retained 
able,  their  vacations  only  bringing  and  extended  his  former  practice  witii- 
about  a  new  kind  of  intercourse  in  out  quitting  the  convenient  disguise  of 
the  shape  of  letters.  Shelley  seems  **  asjnmed  name.  His  object  m  print- 
to  have  taken  a  fancy— more  like  the  S**?®  Bh2riiabB*r!SS  ?f  ^SLY  Se 
:            -       .  ,  .^      ^     *""*«*"*^  «««  doctrines  of  Hume  was  to  facilitate  his 

fancy  of  a  girl  than  a  young  man — to  epistolary  disquisitions.    It  was  a  small 

bring  together  his  friend  and    his  pill,  but  it  worked   powerfully:    the 

favourite  sister  Elizabeth — a  project  mode  of  operation  was  this :— Be  en- 

which,   however,   came  to  nothing,  closed  acopy  in  a  letter,  and  sent  it 

His  letters  are  full  of  plans  to  invite  tt^WL^ 

Hogg  to  Field  Place;  full  of   confi-  with  that  little  tract,  which  appeared 

dences  regarding  Shelley's  own  brief  unhappily   to  be  quite    unanswerable, 

and    hot   boy-love    for    his    cousin  Unless  the  fish  was  too >  sluggish  to  take 

Harriet,  and  full  of  the  excellences  fS^^^TZASkSSJZ 

and    graces    of    Mizabetn.       Inese  London,  and  then  in  a  vigorous  reply 

letters  contain  many  expressions  of  he  would  fall  upon  the  unwary  dlsput- 

melancholy ;  but  it  seems  very  un-  ant,  and  break  his  bones.    The  strenu- 

likely  that  these  meant  more  than  ^dc^^re™**1^  prol2£ed.aand 

youth's  fantastic  plaints  over  its  own  an\ntoa^reimTprotrM^eide^te  en- 

unhappiness — deepened  in  this  case  sued.    The  party  cited,  having  put  in 

by  a  wildly  visionary  nature,  never  his  answer,  was  fairly  in  court,  and  he 

at    home    on    earth— generally    do.  ^jt  get  out  of  lfc  ?\ne J50?1*1.  7°° 

This  neriod.  however  was  verv  sum-  chief  daaculty  seemed  to  be  to  induce 

inis  penoa,  nowever,  was  very  sum-  the    ^    ^^egged  to  acknowledge  the 

manly  and  painf ully  brought  to  an  lurisdiction    and   to    plead ;   and  this, 

end.     Shelley,  who  had  all  the  tricks  Shelley    supposed,   would  be  removed 

of  his  spiritual  prototypes,  and  was  by  sending,   in  the    first   instance,    a 

never  happier  than  in  setting  trains  ^nenV^^*"8  instead  of  written  *' 

of  visionary  mischief,  had  acquired,  ™ 
as  early  as  his  Eton  days,  a  habit  of 

writing  to  people  whom   he  knew  This  pamphlet  was  inscribed  with 

only  by  name,  on  pretence  of  asking  the  mystic  letters  Q.  E.  D.,  and  was 

information,   but  really  to  lead  his  sent  about  the  world  right  and  left, 

unconscious  correspondents  into  ar-  raising  "  rich  crops  of  controversy." 

gument,  and  confute  them  with  eld-  It  was  not  intended,  Mr.  Hogg  tells 

ritch  skill  and  cleverness.    One  in-  us,  for  the  general  reader,  but  only  for 

f uriated    chemist,    treated   in    this  the  metaphysician ;  and  "  as  it  was 

way,  threatened,  it  is  said,  to  write  shorter,  so  was  it  plainer,  and  per- 
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haps,  in  order  to  provoke  discussion,  he  thinks  they  might  have  been  al- 

a  little  bolder,  than  Hume's  Essays."  lowed  delay  had  they  condescended 

Its  title  perhaps  was    still    bolder  to  ask  it ;  and  that  the  reputation  of 

than  its  scope.     It  was  called  '  The  the  collego  having  been   saved  by. 

Necessity  of  Atheism.'     Mr.  Rossetti,  such  an  appearance  of  sharp  action, 

the  last  and  perhaps  most  entirely  they  might  have  been  tacitly  allowed 

enthusiastic  of  all  Shelley's  biogra-  to  remain  the  ordinary  time.     But 

Ehers,  thinks  it  for  the  dignity  of  the  young  blood  was  up,  even  of  the 
is  hero  to  give  this  proceeding  the  steadier  student,  and  they  rushed 
gravest  character,  and  to  accept  it  up  to  London  together,  blazing  with 
as  a  real  and  absolute  profession  of  their  consciousness  of  wrong, 
the  poet's  faith.  "  We  shall  do  This  was  the  origin  of  Shelley's 
well  to  understand  once  for  all,"  quarrels  with  his  family.  Perhaps 
says  this  champion,  with  curious  his  college  was  to  blame  for  the  preci- 
grandiloquence,  u  that  Percy  Shelley  pitate  and  arbitrary  manner  in  which 
had  as  good  a  right  to  form  and  ex-  this  violent  step  was  taken  ;  but  it 
pound  his  opinions  on  theology  as  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  authorities 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  had  could  have  winked  at  such  a  produc- 
to  his."  This  is  a  somewhat  appal-  tion  as  the  4  Necessity  of  Atheism,' 
ling  assertion,  especially  for  those  or  the  anonymous  combats  of  its 
unlucky  wights  who  are  charged  compiler.  One  of  Shelley's  bio- 
with  the  care  of  heroes  of  nineteen  :  graphers  tells  us  that  Hogg's  father 
but  perhaps  if  the  Archbishop  of  never  forgave,  and  went  to  his  grave 
Canterbury  took  to  expounding  his  without  ever  again  seeing,  his  son ; 
theology  in  the  shape  of  anonymous  but  Mr.  Shelley,  much-abused  man, 
pamphlets,  we  might  be  better  able  was  not  so  hard  upon  the  greater 
to  judge  of  his  rights  in  the  com-  culprit.  He  did  see  his  prodigal, 
parison.  Mr.  Hogg  tells  us  that  his  and  some  vague  negotiations  aroso 
young  friend  argued  "  through  the  between  them  which  it  is  difficult 
love  of  argument,  and  because  he  to  make  out,  at  least  from  Shelley's 
found  a  noble  joy  in  the  fierce  shocks  account,  though  the  father  is  very 
of  contending  minds."  But  the  simple  and  very  precise  in  his  de- 
authorities  about  him  did  not  sym-  mands,  according  to  a  letter  in  his 
pathise  in  this  noble  joy ;  and  on  odd  and  complicated  style,  which  is 
Ladyday,  in  the  year  1811,  Shelley  given  in  Mr.  Hogg's  book;  where 
being  then  about  eighteen  and  a  half,  all  he  asks  is  that  his  son  would 
he  was  suddenly  summoned  before  return  home,  give  up  communica- 
thc  master  of  his  college.  There  he  tion  with  his  friend  Hogg,  and  place 
was  asked  abruptly  whether  ho  was  himself  under  the  care  of  a  tutor 
the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  a  copy  of  selected  by  his  father.  These  terms, 
which  was  shown  to  him  ;  and  on  his  however,  were  utterly  unacceptable 
refusal  to  reply,  was  immediately  ex-  to  the  rebellious  spirit  to  which  thoy 
polled.  His  friend  Hogg,  who  ven-  were  addressed  ;  and  while  Hogg, 
tured  to  remonstrate,  had  the  same  more  dutiful,  returned  to  his  native 
summary  sentence  of  banishment  pro-  county  to  study  in  York  the  humble 
nounced  upon  him ;  and  next  morn-  but  honourable  trade  of  convey- 
ing both  lads,  in  such  a  state  of  ex-  ancing,  Shelley  remained  in  London 
citement,  and  with  such  a  sense  of  in  Poland  Street,  not  an  attractive 
wrong,  as  must  have  been  delightful  region,  in  lodgings  which  he  had 
to  them  amid  all  its  bitterness,  left  been  attracted  to  by  the  paper  with 
the  University.  Hogg  intimates,  in  which  the  walls  were  covered,  and 
the  calmness  of  after-reflection,  that  which  was  printed  in  imitation  of 
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a  trellis  overgrown  with  grapes !  to  compel  her  to  go  to  school,"  "  $he 
Here  and  elsewhere  in  London  he  has  thrown  herself  on  my  protec- 
rcmained,  with  occasional  visits  to  tion."  This  conclusion,  equally 
his  home  in  the  country,  and  the  mad  and  foolish  on  the  girl's  side,  is, 
houses  of  other  relatives,  till  the  end  however,  received  on  the  hoy's  with 
of  August,  when  the  scenes  sud-  very  highly  honourable  sentiment 
denly  shifted,  and  a  new  chapter  He  is  staggered  for  the  moment,  and 
began  in  his  career.  reels  under  the  "  flattering  distinc- 
It  is  not  easy  to  know  how  the  tion;"  but  whereas  he  had  expressed 
boy-poet  lived  during  this  interval,  a  very  unfavourable  opinion  of  mar- 
Mr.  Rossetti  tells  us  it  was  on  the  riage  a  short  time  before,  he  now 
little  savings  of  his  sisters,  which  makes  up  his  mind  to  try  and  be  con- 
they  sent  to  him  by  means  of  one  verted  to  it  "Marriage.  Godwin 
of  their  schoolfellows,  Harriet  West-  says,  is  hateful,  detestable,"  he  cries, 
brook,  a  beautiful  girl  of  sixteen,  in  the  beginning  of  May;  "a  kind 
Whether  this  was  so  or  not — and  of  ineffable  sickening  disgust  seizes 
the  fact  that  Shelley  himself  posi-  my  mind  when  I  think  of  this  most 
tivcly  informed  Hogg  in  May:  "I  despotic,  most  unrequired  fetter 
have  come  to  terms  with  my  father,  which  prejudice  has  forged  to  con- 
I  call  them  very  good  ones.  I  am  fine  its  energies.1'  But  in  August,  as 
to  possess  £200  per  annum,"  makes  soon  as  this  startling  prospect  has 
it  unlikely — yet  it  is  certain  that  opened  upon  him,  he  writes  to  his 
Harriet  was  at  school  with  Shel-  friend,  "  I  will  hear  your  arguments 
ley's  sisters,  though  of  much  in-  for  matrimonialism ;"  and  soon  after 
ferior  condition,  her  father  being  declares  that  the  plea  of  "im- 
the  keeper  of  a  tavern  —  and  practicability,  and,  what  is  even 
that  he  became  acquainted  with  worse,  the  disproportionate  sacrifice 
her  through  their  means.  The  which  the  female  is  called  upon  to 
philosopher  of  nineteen  had  a  make — these  arguments  ...  I  can- 
great  many  conversations  upon  pro-  not  withstand."  It  seems  to  us  that 
found  and  interesting  subjects  with  there  is  something  extremely  hon- 
the  open-minded  and  lovely-faced  ourable  to  the  lawless  youth  in  this 
listener  of  sixteen,  who,  for  her  part,  sudden  conversion.  So  far  from  re- 
was  very  sick  of  being  at  school,  and  jecting  the  principle  of  marriage  in 
of  all  the  restraints  which  generally  order  to  excuse  his  own  passions,  he 
limit  the  independence  of  the  Brit-  becomes  converted  to  the  bond  dis- 
ish  subject  at  that  age.  No  doubt  tasteful  to  him,  as  soon  as  the  re- 
she  learned  a  great  deal  from  Shel-  sponsibility  of  another's  happiness 
ley,  who  informs  his  friend  on  one  is  thrown  on  his  astonished  shoul- 
occasion  that  "  Miss  Westbrook  is  ders.  Had  he,  with  his  avowed  prin- 
reading  Voltaire's  '  Dictionnaire  Phi-  ciples  and  ruined  character,  carried 
losophique,' "  perhaps  not  quite  the  off  the  imprudent  girl  who  threw 
kind  of  literature  most  appropriate  herself  on  his  protection,  without 
in  the  circumstances.  A  little  later  troubling  himself  about  the  results, 
he  reproves  Hogg  gravely  for  the  it  would  have  been  perfectly  natural 
vulgar  nonsense  of  supposing  him  and  in  character.  But  there  is  a 
to  be  in  love  with  Harriet;  but  in  gleam  of  nobleness  in  this  sudden 
his  very  next  letter  announces  to  pause  which  comes  in  the  midst  of 
him,  that  in  consequence  of  the  his  excitement — this  thought  for 
brutal  tyranny  of  Harriet's  father,  the  other  who  trusts  herself  to  him, 
uwho  has  persecuted  her  in  the  which  is  equally  fine  and  unex- 
most  horrible  way  by  endeavouring  pected.    To  our  thinking,  it  is  per- 
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haps  the  finest  thing  in  all  Shelley's  few  pleasant  weeks,   in   the  shape 

life.  of  a  grim  schoolmistress-like  elder 

He  had  nowhere  expressed  any  sister,  who  kept  them  all  in  order, 

love    for  Harriet    before  this.     He  But  except   for  this  uncomfortable 

had  spoken  much  of  her,  it  is  true,  alien  element,  the  match  would  not 

as  a  young  man  does  of  a  girl  to  seem  at  first  to  have  been  at  all  an 

whom  he  is  being  gradually  attracted ;  unsuccessful  one.     Harriet  was  al- 

but,  it  would  seem,  was  still  far  from  ways  ready  to  pack  up  and  be  off 

having  reached  anything  like  pas-  at  an  hour's  notice.     She  was  ready 

sion,    when    the  'foolish   impatient  to  move  into  Wales  or  Ireland  or 

young  creature  thus  took  matters  Cumberland,  wherever  novelty  and 

into  her  own  hands.     Shelley,  how-  Shelley  bade  her.    She  was  perfectly 

ever,  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  good-tempered  and  insouciant e.    She 

thought  of  resisting.    With  the  same  gave  in  to  all  his  disorderly  ways, 

high  honour  which  we  have  just  re-  and  was  indeed  as  easy  about  meals 

marked  upon,  it  is  evident  that  he  held  and    hours    as   he  was,  dispensing 

himself  committed  to  Harriet  as  soon  with    the    one    and  forgetting    the 

as  she  had  thus  committed  herself  other ;  and  so  far  the  marriage  was 

to  him — a   fact  which  shows  that,  not  such  an  absolute  failure  as,  ac- 

under  all  the  wildness  of  his  strange  cording  to  all  human  laws,  it  ought 

nature,    the    soul    of    a   true    and  to  have  been. 

knightly  gentleman  existed  in  him.  However,  as  was  natural,  it  raised 

He    took   her    to    Edinburgh,    and  a    new  imbroglio,    and    apparently 

married  her  there,  according  to  his  cut    off    Shelley    from    all    further 

friend's  account ;  and  there,  for  the  personal  intercourse  with  his  family, 

first  time  since  their  Oxford  adven-  The  Shelleys  have  been  wildly  vitu- 

ture,  Hogg  saw  again  his  "  incom-  peratcd,  as    indeed    have    been    all 

parable  friend."     The  incpmparable  who  have  ventured  to  lift  a  hand 

friend  was  nineteen,  and  his  bride  against    the    poet — a    doom    which 

sixteen.     They  had  as  much  know-  even   the    present  writer    does  not 

ledge  of  the  world  between   them  hope  to  escape;    but  in  reality  it 

as  two  babies ;   and  they  had,   or  is  very  evident  that  their  son  had 

thought    they    had,    two    hundred  done  everything  a  son  could  do  to 

a-year,    and    the    displeasure    and  offend  and  wound  them.      He  had 

alienation  of  all  their  friends.     But  brought    a    public    stigma    on   his 

none  of  these   things  troubled  the  name;     ho    had   attempted    to    fill 

serenity   of    these   dream-creatures,  the  mind    of    at  least   one  of   his 

Never  was  there  a  picture  of  more  sisters  with  his  own  wildly  scepti- 

absolute  yet  pretty  foolishness.   The  cal  ideas ;   and  now  he  had  made 

three  roamed  about    together,    the  the  most  glaring  mesalliance  on  the 

baby-pair  being    of    another  strain  very  back    of    his    other    offences, 

from  those  impassioned  lovers  who  Parental  anger  had  not  got  time  to 

dislike  the  presence  of  a  third  party ;  cool  when  it  was  thus  fanned  into 

and  at  home  in  their  lodgings  Uar-  fiercest  blaze  again.    We  are  never 

riet  read  aloud  the  most  proper  and  formally  told,  however,   that  Shel- 

instructive  of  books,  and  was  ever  ley's  two  hundred  a-year  was  with- 

serene,  blooming,  smiling,  neat,  and  drawn  from  him ;  and  it  is  certain 

imperturbable— one  would  have  said  that  he  managed   to  live  somehow, 

the  very  wife  for  an  excitable  and  to  make  continual  changes  and  long 

half-crazed    poet — a  warm,    placid,  journeys,  amusements  which  are  far 

steady  prop  for  him  to  lean  upon,  from  being  inexpensive,  during  the 

To  be  sure,  Nemesis  arrived  after  a  three  years  which  ensued.  And  what 
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years  these  were !  Never  Pixie  of  other  flight  to  Devonshire,  return- 
the  wilds,  never  Will-o'-the  wisp,  or  ing  in  autumn  to  Wales  again,  but 
the  mischievous  wanderer  Puck  him-  to  a  different  spot  Their  new 
self,  had  a  wilder,  more  fantastic  exist-  residence  was  Tanyrallt  in  Carnar- 
cnce.  The  strange  trio — for  Harriet's  vonshire,  and  there  occurred  a  mys- 
sister  remained  with  them — went  terious  accident,  which  Shelley  either 
to  York  for  a  few  weeks,  to  be  near  dreamt,  invented,  or  really  encoun- 
Hogg,  then  plunged  suddenly  off  tered,  no  one  can  tell  which.  All 
into  Cumberland,  to  Keswick,  where  at  once,  from  out  of  their  soli- 
they  made  friends  with  Southey,  tudo,  frantic  shrieks  from  the 
and  where  Shelley  commenced  the  young  husband  and  wife  made 
correspondence  with  William  God-  themselves  audible  to  all  their 
win,  which  was  to  influence  so  friends.  Some  wretch  in  human 
much  his  future  life.  In  three  form  had  attempted  to  assassinate 
months'  time  the  eccentric  party  Shelley  I  The  ball  of  the  assassin's 
were  off  again  from  this  seclusion,  pistol  had  penetrated  the  poet's 
and  this  time,  of  all  places  in  the  nightgown,  and  with  headlong  terror 
world,  it  was  Dublin  they  went  to ;  the  little  party  fled  from  the  house 
and  their  object  (of  all  objects  in  and  country,  once  more  plunging 
the  world)  •  was  "  to  forward  as  across  the  Channel  to  Ireland.  The 
much  as  we  can  Catholic  Emanci-  next  thing  we  hear  of  them  is  that 
pation"!  In  pursuance  of  this,  they  are  mooning  about  Killarney, 
when  he  arrived  in  Dublin,  Shelley  and  enjoying  themselves'  according 
published  a  pamphlet,  'An  Address  to  their  fashion,  after  this  astound- 
to  the  Irish  People,'  and  also  pro-  ing  incident  No  further  inquiries, 
posals  for  an  association  of  philan-  it  appears,  have  thrown  any  light 
thropists  to  regenerate  the  nation  by  on  this  bewildering  mystification,  if 
intellectual  and  moral  means.  The  mystification  it  was.  Mr.  Hogg,  it 
first  was  cheaply  printed,  and  written  is  evident,  did  not  believe  a  word 
in  language  "  wilfully  vulgarised,  of  it,  and  smiles  at  the  breathless 
in  order  to  reduce  the  remarks  it  prayer  for  a  little  breathing-time 
contains  to  the  taste  and  compre-  and  twenty  pounds,  to  enable  him 
hension  of  the  Irish  peasantry."  to  get  over  it,  whicn  the  poet,  still 
Shelley  himself  is  said  to  have  dis-  panting  with  his  flight,  makes  to 
tributed  this  pamphlet  from  the  several  of  his  friends.  The  whole 
balcony  of  the  house  he  lived  in  story  is  tragically  ridiculous,  though 
to  the  passers-by.  He  also  ap-  it  is  evident  that,  whether  false  or 
peared  and  spoke  at  one  meeting,  true,  Shelley  believed  in  it,  and 
at  least,  where  O'Connell  and  other  attributed  even  some  of  the  flue- 
notable  persons  were  present.  Per-  tuations  of  his  own  health  to  its 
haps  that  astute  demagogue  was  results.  This  occurred  in  the  be- 
not  sorry  to  have  the  name  of  the  ginning  of  March  1818.  In  April 
son  of  an  English  member  of  Parlia-  they  were  again  in  London,  where, 
ment  in  the  list  of  his  supporters  or  in  its  neighbourhood,  they  con- 
at  that  early  period.  However,  tinued  until  the  next  scene  in  the 
this  wild  and  aimless  crusade,  un-  wild  drama  began, 
dertaken  heaven  knows  why,  and  It  was,  however,  during  this  am- 
ending in  nothing,  did  not  last  tated  and  troublous  period  that 
long.  They  went  to  Ireland  in  the  Shelley's  first  poem,  and  that  which 
end  of  February,  and  by  the  25th  perhaps — so  obstinate  is  human  feel- 
April  we  find  the  little  family  in  ing  when  once  powerfully  impressed 
Wales,  from  whence  they  took  an-  — is  most  generally  known  at  least 
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by  name,  *  Queen  Mab/  was  written,  dispensable     to     any    lofty    ideal 

It  seems  so  vain  at  this  period  to  4  Queen  MaV   reveals  another  ten- 

rediscuss  a  poem  already  ovcr-dis-  dency  equally  strange.     No  one,  wo 

cussed,  and  whicli  is  so  very  un-  believe,  ever  has  glanced  at  this  au- 

likely  either  to  attract  or  influence  dacious  production,  without  an  in- 

tho  present  generation,  that  we  will  voluntary  sense  of  incongruity,  a  jar 

confine    ourselves  to    quoting    Mr.  of   something   contradictory,   which 

Rossetti's  verdict  on  the  subject  in  at  the  first  moment  it  is  difficult  to 

which  we  substantially  agree  : —  give  a  reason  for.  On  further  exa- 
mination, it  will  be  seen  that  this 
involuntary  jar  arises  from  the  extra- 

J\A?  l?  %?  V00}!™1  mQrt**  of  lQuce,J  ordinary  choice  at  once  of  the  name 

Mnb,'    I    think   the    ordinary    run    of  ,        «v    .                   ,.               -    ,, 

criticism  is  at  fault.     Some  writers  go  *nd   preliminary   machinery   of  the 

to  the  ridiculous  excess  of  speaking  of  poem.      The   name    is    already  en- 

it  as  not  only  a  grand  poem,  but  actu-  shrined  in  the  English  soul.     It  is 

ally  the  masterpiece  of  its  author;  and  that  of  that  tiniest  empress, — 
even  those  who  stop  far  short  of  this 

expatiate  in  loose  talk  about  its  splcn-  «in  shape  no  Mp^er  than  an  agate-stone 

did  ideal  passages,  gorgeous  elemental  On  the  forefinger  of  an  alderman  — 
imager}',  and  the  like.    The  fact  is  that 

4  Queen  Mab,'  is  a  juvenile  production  in  who  drives  over  courtiers'  noses  and 
the  fullest  sense  of  the  word— as  nobody  ia(i je8>  i:DS  m  iier  f„;rv  chariot  dain- 
knew  better  than  Shellev  a  few  rears  [aai.es  "Ps  in  "?r  **}**.  cmtiox*  aam- 
afterwards;  and  furthermore,  unless  I  tiest  and  most  fanciful  of  equipages, 
am  much  mistaken,  the  most  juvenile  This  tricksome  sprite  is  the  appari- 
and  unremarkable  section  of  it  is  tho  tion  that  presents  herself  before  us 
ideal  one  The  part  whicli  has  some  even  now  despite  of  Shelley,  when 
considerable  amount  of  promise,  and  „,„  .„„  j  ila  „„'»  w«,  *u:„L  «*  un- 
even of  positive  merit  at  times,  is  the  wo  read  the  namc-  y  °  "*  nk  of  »« 
declamatory  part— the  passages  of  ilexi-  waggon-spokes  made  of  long  spin- 
ble  and  sonorous  blank  verse,  in  which  ners'  legs,"  the  hood  of  her  vehicle  of 
Shelley   boils    over    against    kings    or  the  wings  of  grasshoppers,  her  whip 

priests,  or  the   present   misery  of  the  0f  cricket-bone,  her  team  of  little  ato- 

world  of  man,  and  in  acclaiming  augury  V*.V*,V~VI'  "v"«i  "«*  *«,•■•*  v*  «*w  «w- 

of  an  era  of  regeneration.     Those  pas-  mie8»  mnocentest  and  most  fantastic 

sages,  with   all   their  obvious   literary  of  imaginations.    Shelley,  all-indiffer- 

crudities  and  imperfections,  are,  in  their  ent  to  the  foregone  fancy,  imposes 

way,  of  real  marX  and  not  easily  to  be  the   delightful   levity  of  this   namo 

overmatched  by  other  poetic  writing  of  „_ -_  w:«  0,vi««»«i,r  aia*~h~  *«:—  «,k« 

that   least   readable  s<5rt,  the  didactic-  uPon  hl8  solemnly  didactic  fairy  who 

declamatory."  is  grand  as  a  tragedy  queen.     Queen 

Mab,  thus  travestied,  comes  to  the 
side  of  a  sleeping  maiden,  4anthe, 
There  is  one  thing,  however,  lovely  and  innocent,  and  carries  off 
which  we  may  note  here,  and  which  the  soul,  released  for  the  moment 
is  everywhere  and  at  all  times  char-  from  its  beautiful  covering.  Tho 
acteristic  of  Shelley :  a  curious  fair  spirit  aud  the  fairy  queen  go  off 
twist  which  his  mind  seems  to  have  together  in  a  state  chariot  of  a  very 
taken  from  the  first,  like  some  grow-  different  form  from  that  original 
ing  thing  warped  and  thwarted  br  one.  It  is  a  "pearly  and  pellucid 
a  freak  of  nature.  AVe  have  al-  car,"  with  "celestial  coursers,"  en- 
ready  remarked  upon  his  deification  dowed  with  u  filmy  pennons"  and 
of  that  secondary  mental  quality,  "  reins  of  light"  Such  in  its  turgid 
resistance,  and  absolute  incapacity  grandeur  is  the  machinery  of  tho 
to  understand  the  much  loftier  sen-  poem.  And  where  do  the  voyagers 
timent  of  harmony,  obedience,  and  go?  To  investigate  the  miseries  of 
subordination— qualities    quite     in-  earth,  the  horrors  of  tyranny  and 
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religion,  the  falsehood  of  revelation,  which  the  horror  of  the  many  has 

the    cruel    fiction    of   Christianity  I  kept  a  certain  life,  or  rather  tradition 

Never  was  a  more  strange  contradic-  of  life,  in.    Had  it  not  filled  hosts 

tion  to  all  poetic  anticipations  and  of  people  who  never  read  it  with 

all  rules  of  art  and  nature.     It  is  so  this    visionary    fright   and   hatred, 

wildly    perverse    that  the    ingenu-  '  Queen    Mab '  would,    we  do    not 

ous  reader   can   scarcely  believe  it  doubt,  have  been  dead  and  forgotten 

serious.    But  to  the  poet  the  idea  long  ago. 

of  such  a  hideous  panorama  exhi-  In  June  of  the  year  1814,  another 
bited  by  a  fairy  to  a  pure  mortal  new  personage  becomes  visible  in 
maiden  has  no  incongruity  in  it  Shelley's  wild  story.  His  friend 
His  mind  fails  to  seize  the  subtle  Hogg  had  gone  with  him  to  God- 
sense  of  inappropriateness.  He  is  win's  shop,  and  into  an  inner  room, 
unable  to  escape  from  the  ruling  where,  however,  the  philosopher 
tendency  of  his  own  spirit  into  the  was  not  to  be  found.  While  the 
nature  of  any  other.  The  succession  poet  paced  about  in  impatience,  "the 
of  tableaux  which,  after  grave  and  door  was  partially  and  softly  opened. 
long  preparation,  Milton  permits  A  thrilling  voice  called  ( Shelley  I* 
Raphael  to  show  to  Adam,  is  utterly  A  thrilling  voice  answered  'Mary!' 
exceeded  in  horror  and  melancholy  and  he  darted  out  of  the  room." 
by  the  fierce  scenes  unfolded  by  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  second 
Mab  to  Ianthe  without  any  prepara-  partner  of  Shelley's  existence  be- 
tion  or  any  purpose  at  all  The  comes  apparent  to  us.  In  this  same 
same  curious  want  of  perception  month  were  written  some  verses  ad- 
recurs  constantly  in  all  Shelley's  dressed  to  her,  which  breathe  all  the 
works ;  everything  seems  to  have  troublous  passion  of  a  soul  perhaps 
been  twisted  to  him  out  of  natural-  still  trembling  and  doubting  what 
ness,  out  of  harmony — his  sweet  its  next  step  was  to  be.  That  they 
bells  are  always  jangled.  He  turns  had  by  this  time  betrayed  their 
to  darkness,  and  mystery,  and  des-  mutual  love  to  each  other  is  evi- 
pair,  and  horror  wantonly,  when  dent.  According  to  Lady  Shelley, 
all  the  sweeter  secrets  of  nature  this  betrayal  occurred  in  a  very 
are  open  to  him  ;  and  without  strange  scene,  in  St  Pancras'  church- 
knowing,  with  the  most  curious  ob-  yard,  by  the  grave  of  Mary  God- 
tusencss  in  the  midst  of  his  genius,  win's  mother,  the  famous  Mary 
unfolds  all  this  horror  and  misery  Wolstoncraft,  where*  the  two  had 
to  us  by  the  most  unfit  interpreters  met,  whether  accidentally  or  not  we 
— by  the  intervention  of  a  fairy,  and  are  not  told ;  but  where  Shelley, 
the  dreams  of  a  sleeping  girl.  "  in  burning  words,  poured  out  the 
We  need  not  add  anything  about  tale  of  his  wild  past — how  he  had 
the  opinions  expressed  in  this  poem,  suffered,  how  he  had  been  misled, 
It  is  these  only,  thanks  to  the  cla-  and  how,  if  supported  by  her  love, 
in  our  of  many  good  but  foolish  peo-  he  hoped  in  future  years  to  enrol 
pie,  that  have  kept  this  audacious  his  name  with  the  wise  and  good 
piece  of  juvenile  braggadocio  afloat  who  had  done  battle  for  their 
The  ideal  part  of  4  Queen  Mab '  is  fellow-men,  and  been  true,  through 
evidently  founded  on  'Thalaba,'  all  adverse  storms,  to  the  cause  of 
which  was,  it  is  said,  Shelley's  fa-  humanity."  This  sentimental  non- 
vourite  poem  at  this  period,  and  sense,  which  is  very  like  Mary 
would  have  perished  long  ago  out  of  Shelley's  own  outpourings,  and  no 
mortal  ken  but  for  the  bold  atheism  doubt  came  from  her,  is  very  much 
of  its  second  part  and  of  the  notes,  less  calculated  to  mollify  and  touch 
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tho  reader  over  the  story  of    this  friendliness,  it  would  appear.     Poor 

strange    transaction,   than    are    the  soul !  she  was  not  far  off  the  birth  of 

following  tremulous  verses,  in  which  her  second  child  !  an  aggravation  of 

the  reflection  of  a  certain   struggle  her  position  which  no  one  seems  to 

and    effort    at    self-restraint    seems  have  taken  into  account ;  but  it  is  to 

evident : —  be  hoped  that  the  fact  that  u  Mary 

also  continued  on    amicable    terms 

"Upon  my  heart  thy  accents  sweet  _:j.u    upr  »  w__  amnfl  mnRolntion  fa 

orpeace  and  pity  fell  like  dew  ™m  ner»    was  some  consoiauon  w> 

On  flowers  half-dead ;  thy  lips  did  meet  the  young  mothor   not   yet  twenty. 

Mme  tremblingly,  thy  dark  eyes  threwi  she   went   to   Bath,    to   her   father, 

Their  soft  persuasion  on  my  brain,  „ju:i«    iu«    ~*u««    ««:»    «r««*     «<r    +^ 

Charming  away  its  dream  of  pain.  while   the   other   pair    went    on    to 

Switzerland.     On  their  return  from 

More  need  of  words  that  ills  abate.  informs  us  that  Shelley  "  consulted 

Reserve lorcensure  come  not  near  a   w^    friend    with    a   view   to   re- 
Oar  sacred  friendship,  lest  there  be  .    •_",      .        1T       .   .    .    .      i  .     u 
No  solace  left  for  thee  or  me.  introducing  Harriet  into  his  nouso- 

„.  ,         . ,  hold  as  a  permanent  inmate — it  is 

^»n%0?e5nthoI;U.p^?a^t•  to  be  presumed   strictly  and  solely 

Aught  but  thyself,  or  turn  thy  heart  as  a  friend   of  the   connubial   pair, 

Away  from  me,  or  stoop  to  wear  Mary  and  himself;   and  it  required 

The  mask  of  scorn,  although  It  be  J    ....,                   '  ■     .     ,        ^    . 

To  hide  tho  love  thou  feerst  for  mo."  some   little   cogency  of    demonstra- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  lawyer  to 

This  ominous  poem  indicates  with  convince  tho  primeval  intellect    of 

sufficient  distinctness  what  was  com-  Shelley  "  that  this  arrangement  was 

ing ;  and  about  the  middle  of  Juno  an    impracticable    one.      But    not- 

Shelley  left  the  cottage  at  Bracknell,  withstanding  those    amiable    inten- 

whero  he  had  been  living  with  his  tions,  the  unfortunate  young  woman 

wife,  and  which  for  some  time  had  drowned  herself  a  little  more  than 

been  growing  more  and  more  uncon-  two  years  after,  and  there  was  an 

genial  to  him  as  a  home,  and  went  to  end  of  her  young  life  and  of  ono 

London.     He  does  not  seem  ever  to  portion  of  tho  poet's.     It  is  said  he 

have  seen  Harriet  again,  nor  his  child,  was  deeply  affected  by  this  occur- 

the  baby  Ianthe,  who  had  been  born  rence ;   and  we  must  hope  it   was 

a  short  time  before ;  but  whether  he  true,  though  indeed  no  evidence  is 

deserted  her  cruelly,   or  separated  given   from  his  own    hand  of  any 

from  her  politely  and  amicably, '  is  sort  of  penitence  or  sorrow  either  in 

a  matter  which  between  them  the  prose  or  verse, 

biographers  have  not  yet  decided.  'Shelley's  life   thus  divides  itself 

He  did  part  from  her,  however,  ab-  into  two  epochs,  the  reign  of  Harriet 

sohitcly  and  for  ever,  and  some  six  and  that  of  Mary ;  the  latter  being 

weeks  after  started  for  the  Continent  so  far  as  poetry  is  concerned,  much 

with  his  Mary,  and  began  an  alto-  tho  richer  of    the  two.     Whether, 

gcther  new  period  of  his  life.     This  however,  this  was  Mary's  influence, 

event  is  treated  with  such  philoso-  or  merely  the  natural  development 

phic  calm  by  everybody  concerned  of  his  mind,  it  would  bo  difficult  to 

that  it  would  be  a  kind  of  anachron-  say.     He  had  scarcely  reached  man's 

ism  to  pause  and  discuss  it,  as  if  it  estate  even  at  the  period  whan  he 

bore  any  relations  to  morals  or  the  formed  this  second  connection,  being 

abstract  standard  of  right  and  wrong,  but   twenty -two  years   old,    thqugh 

44  Nought  was  done  in  hate,  but  all  for  so  many  years  he  had  had  no 

in  honour."     Harriet,  Jf  abandoned,  guidance  but  that  of  his  own  perverse 

was   still  thought  of    with    perfect  and  most  wayward  will,  and  no  code 
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but  that  of  inclination.  The  newly-  a  wild  composition  of  eaves  imtl 
united  pair  went  to  Switzerland,  rocks,  of  icy  summits  und  putrid 
as  wo  have  said  ;  then  returned,  and  marshes',  of  tropical  woods  clothed 
— in  consequence  of  the  favourable  with  brilliant  flowered  parasites,  of 
change  in  his  fortune  produced  prey  precipices  and  rock-rooted  so- 
by  the  death  of  Shelley's  grand-  iemn  pines.  There  is  a  wild  and 
father,  which  made  him  the  imme-  melancholy  cadence  about the  poem, 
diate  heir  of  n  considerable  entailed  and  many  beautiful  lines;  hut  the 
estate — they  took  a  handsome  house  weird  strangeness  of  every  detail, 
at  Bishopgate,  near  Windsor,  on  the  and  the  absolute  want  of  human 
edge  of  the  lireat  1'ark  and  Forest,  features  in  the  vague  hero,  make  it 
Here  they  seem  to  have  remained  hard  to  h<>M  fast  the  strain,  a  pecu- 
more  than  a  year,  and  here  the  poem  linrity  common  to  many  of  Shelley's 
of  '  Alastor '  was  written.  While  works.  "  In  '  Alastor,'  "  says  Mr. 
here  they  madu  an  excursion  on  the  Hossetti,  "we  at  last  have  the  gen- 
Thames,  in  which  it  appears  to  us  nine,  the  immortal  Shelley,"  and 
Shelley  showed  his  usual  perversity,  he  designates  the  poem  as  "  full- 
They  wont  up  the  river  as  far  as  charged  with  meaning."  This  may 
Lechlade,  almost  as  far  as  a  boat  be  ;  but  the  meaning  is  one  which 
could  go,  spending  about  a  fort-  most  renders  will  strive  in  vain  to 
night  in  the  excursion;  and  with  grasp,  and  which,  for  our  own  part, 
characteristic  stubbornam  Strug-  we  do  not  think  worth  the  pains, 
gling  all  the  way  against  the  cur-  Shelley,  however,  has  ceruiinly 
rent,  instead  of  udopting  the  easier  struck  here  the  key-note  of  that 
expedient  generally  preferred  by  melodious  flow  of  word-music  which 
aquatic  persons,  of  coming  Sown  is  his  undoubted  possession, 
and  floating  with  the  stream.  This,  In  18111  the  pair  went  again  to 
however,  is  a  remark  by  the  way;  Switzerland,  and  met  with  Lord 
and  it  is  more  interesting  to  note  ti  Byron,  in  whose  constant  company 
much  stronger  instance  of  poetic  they  seemed  to  have  lived  for  some 
perversencss :  which  is  the  total  lib-  time.  This  intercourse  had  results 
sence  of  any  influence  either  from  which  would  have  made  any  other 

the  glorious  Windsor  woods  or  the  pair  eschew  (lie  noble  poet's  society, 
Thames  in  the  poem  of  'Alastor.'  hut  which  do  not  seem  to  have  affect- 
There  is  a  voyage— hut  it  is  a  wild  ed  the  philosophic  Shelleys.  The 
voyage,  in  which  a  boat  tmguided  story,  however,  belongs  rather  to 
is  driven" through  the  while  ridges  liyrou's  life  than  to  (hat  of  our  pro- 
of the  chafed  sea."  There  is  a  river,  sent  subject,  whoso  own  misde- 
b  ut  it  is  a  '-boiling  torrent"  flowing  m  can  ours  are  enough  for  him  to 
through  a  cavern,  and  making  its  carry.  In  Switzerland,  Mrs.  Shelley 
wuy  through  crags  which  ''closed  (so-called)  produced  that  extraordl- 
around  with  black  and  judged  arms1'  nary  romance  of  '  Frankenstein,' 
(by  the  way,  the  boat  in  this  case  which  affected  tiic  mind  of  the  time, 
too  continues  its  course  vp  the  as  it  must  affect  every  individual 
stream);  and  there  is  a  forest,  but  reader,  like  a  horrible  nightmare, 
it  has  not  the  daylight  breadth  of  They  then  returned  and  settled  for 
English  woods.  From  all  the  sweet  a  time  in  Great  Marlow  on  the 
nature  around  him  he  draws  nothing,  Thames,  and  in  the  year  1ft  18  Anally 
or  next  to  nothing.  His  poet-hero  left  England  for  Italy.  In  the  in- 
roams  wildly  over  the  world  in  terval  occurred  Harriet's  death ;  the 
search  of  a  lost  ideal;  but  that  marriage  which  !i>gali-ed  the  tie  be- 
world  is  exclusively  a  dream  world,  tween  Shelley  and  Mary ;  the  com- 
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position  of  the  *  Revolt  of  Islam/  as  we  can  see,  genius  was  Shelley's 
and  the  Chancery  suit  which  dc-  only  claim  upon  the  consideration 
prived  Shelley  of  the  charge  of  of  his  country.  To  say  that  he  did 
Harriet's  children,  and  which  every  what  most  people  think  wrong,  on 
man  and  woman  who  has  yet  writ-  principle,  is,  if  you  will,  an  excuse 
ten  on  the  subject  has  denounced  for  himself  personally  to  himself  and 
with  more  vehemence  and  heat,  we  a  limited  circle  of  congenial  souls ; 
think,  than  reason.  According  to  but  it  is  no  excuse,  rather  an  aggra- 
all  that  wo  can  glean  from  the  vari-  vation  to  mankind,  which  depends 
ous  biographies,  Shelley  had  never  for  its  very  existence  upon  the 
seen  these  children  of  his  repudiated  maintenance  of  moral  law.  In 
marriage,  and  he  docs  not  even  short,  it  is  extremely  difficult  toper- 
mention  them,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  ceive  what  tho  ground  is  for  that 
with  any  kind  of  affection.  They  infinite  indignation  which,  from 
are  mere  names  as  they  stand  in  all  Lady  Shelley  to  Mr.  Rossetti,  every 
the  multitudinous  pages  which  rhap-  biographer  of  the  poet  has  expressed 
sodise  over  tho  misery  of  the  "  out-  on  this  subject.  Shelley's  only  pos- 
raged  father."  The  poor  little  boy  sible  claim  upon  his  children  was 
had  been  born  after  the  separation  ;  that  lowest  right  of  nature  which  is 
and  the  impetuous  poet,  who  had  conferred  by  the  simple  fact  that  ho 
not  even  the  patience  to  wait  until  was  their  father;  and  the  man  whose 
this  infant  saw  the  light  before  he  latest  imagination  had  been  that  of 
left  its  mother,  cannot  certainly  be  a  pair  of  lovers,  born  brother  and 
supposed  to  have  had  any  warm  pa-  sister,  could  not  be  supposed  to 
ternal  feeling  for  the  child.  And  attach  much  importance  to  that 
we  cannot  see,  the  question  being  merely  accidental  circumstance.  Had 
once  raised,  how  any  judge  could  they  been  torn  from  his  affectionate 
have  decided  differently.  On  one  arms,  taken  out  of  his  kindly  house, 
side  was  the  grandfather  Westbrook,  even  on  account  of  his  immorality, 
who  hud  maintained  and  sheltered  tho  complaints  of  his  champions 
the  hapless  babies,  and  had  settled,  would  have  been  reasonable.  But 
we  are  told,  £2000  upon  them,  se-  when  it  is  understood  that  he  never 
curing  their  livelihood,  and  who  was,  saw  them,  did  not  know  them,  and 
it  is  to  be  supposed,  a  person  of  had  to  all  appearance  expressed  no 
ordinary  decency  and  morality ;  on  interest  whatever  in  them,  wo  con- 
the  other,  tho  father  who  had  de-  fess  we  arc  utterly  bewildered  to 
scrtcd  them  while  one  was  still  un-  know  what  the  commotion  is  about, 
born,  who  had  taken  no  notice  of  "  Logical  minds,  which  accept 4  sav- 
them  up  to  this  moment,  who  had  ing  faith'  as  a  principle,  are  entitled, 
lived  for  years  in  what  tho  English  in  the  ratio  of  their  logicality,  to 
law  frankly  calls  (an  ugly  word,  accept  Lord  Eldon's  judgment  as 
unpleasant  to  write)  adultery,  who  righteous,"  Mr.  Rossetti  says,  with 
had  entertained  from  his  youth,  and  a  sneer.  We  are  quite  unable,  how- 
still  ostentatiously  professed,  senti-  ever,  to  see  what  "  saving  faith" 
ments  not  only  contrary  to  all  reli-  has  to  do  with  the  subject ;  nor  can 
gion,  but  broadly  opposed  to  every-  we  treat  as  anything  but  extrava- 
thing  which  the  majority  of  man-  gant  nonsense  the  wild  talk  about 
kind  considers  morality.  What  the  "monstrous  injustice"  of  this 
could  any  Chancellor  have  done  ?  decree,  the  wickedness  of  the  man 
Fortunately  or  unfortunately,  genius  who  u  robbed"  the  poet  "  of  his 
does  not  counterbalance  morals  in  offspring,"  or  the  crushing  effect  of 
the  eyes  of  English  law ;  and  so  far  this  blow  upon   the  young  father 
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who  never,  till  this  moment,  had  ta tor's  eyes.  It  is  no  man  of  inde- 
troubled  himself  in  the  smallest  de-  pendent  soul  and  action  upon  whom 
gree  about  his  offspring.  It  seems  we  look  as  he  glides  in  dreamy 
to  have  been  one  of  his  wild  fancies  motion  along  the  green  and  pleasant 
— gravely  recorded  in  all  these  books,  shore.  Rather  it  is  the  fantastic 
as  if  the  poor  child's  illegitimacy  little  bark  with  a  light  in  it,  such 
had  not  made  such  a  proceeding  as  Hindoo  girls  send  down  the 
absolutely  impossible — that  Shelley  sacred  river  to  divine  their  fate  by. 
feared  some  similar  attempt  to  tear  How  long  will  it  go  on  burning, 
from  him  his  baby  son,  the  first  that  fitful  earth-star?  How  long, 
child  of  Mary,  and  that  this  most  chance  and  wind  and  the  gentle 
fantastic  and  groundless  fear  hasten-  currents  favouring,  will  it  float,  till 
ed  his  final  departure  for  Italy,  the  inevitable  moment  comes,  and 
The  state  of  his  health  is  also  given  the  darkened  water  quenches  its 
as  a  reason  for  this  ;  and  as  we  have  fateful  glimmer  ?  So  does  this  wild 
no  longer  the  outspoken  and  candid  soul  float  on,  half-conscioup,  subject 
guidance  of  Mr.  Hogg  in  respect  to  to  every  breath  of  capricious  air 
these  particulars,  we  have  no  right  and  every  unnoted  eddy,  with  wild 
to  doubt  what  is  said.  Hogg  is,  locks  lifted  by  the  breeze,  and  wild 
however,  very  sceptical  about  Shel-  eyes  that  see  nothing — eyes  full  of 
ley's  delicacy  of  health,  in  the  earlier  inward  contemplation,  unmoved  by 
portion  of  his  career,  and  laughs  at  the  sweet  reality  of  nature  round 
it  with  his  usual  somewhat  coarse  him,  yet  soothed  by  it,  seeing  not 
and  patronising  superiority,  as  a  pre-  as  men  see.  Probably  the  dullest 
tence  always  at  hand  to  justify  any  gentle  soul  that  has  floated  after 
new  restlessness.  This  view  of  the  him  over  those  soft  waters  has  car- 
subject  seems  to  have  been  practi-  ried  away  as  much  actual  impression 
cally  confirmed  by  the  Italian  phvsi-  from  them  as  Shelley  did.  Those 
cian  Vacca,  who  recommended  Shel-  wealthy  murmurous  woods,  those 
ley  to  give  up  medical  help  and  to  silvery  reaches,  the  sunshiny  haze 
live  quietly,  as  the  best  means  of  of  supreme  summer,  the  ripple  of 
keeping  himself  in  health — an  ad-  the  soft  water  gurgling  against  his 
vice  not  likely  to  have  been  given  boat, — none  of  those  enchanted 
had  there  been  anything  of  a  serious  sights  or  sounds  find  any  echo  in 
character  in  his  ailments.  the  poet's  verse ;  but  they  lulled 
However,  whether  it  was  for  him  while  he  dreamed  of  other 
health,  or  for  fear,  or  for  the  love  things,  to  him  more  splendid  : — 

of  chance,  the  family  left  Marlow,  tlwmL  ^                  M       „   ^ 

„    * . "«.  «««n«.  *«>  fLi~      Tk*  i;*I  The  homelj  none  does  all  she  can 

and  went  finally  to  Italy.     The  life  To  make  her  foster-child,  her  inmate  man, 

in  Marlow  forms  a  pleasant  episode  Forget  the  splendour  he  has  known, 

in  their  restless  existence.    We  think  **    *££  „ C6le8tlal    *****    wnence  *• 


came.1' 


of  the  poet  rowing  up  to  the  sweet 
shade  of  the  Bischam  woods,  and  It  is  very  difficult  to  take  up  for 
allowing  his  boat  to  drift  down  un-  the  purpose  of  criticism  such  a  poem 
dcr  those  pleasant  shadows,  among  as  the  4  Revolt  of  Islam.'  Its  ex- 
thc  tangled  water-lilies,  through  treme  length,  its  attenuated  thread 
lights  and  shades  which  are  never  of  story,  its  absence  of  human  char- 
more  delicious  than  on  a  river — with  acter,  and  even  its  bewildering  me- 
a  softened  sentiment.  His  aspect  lodiousness  and  beauty  of  diction, 
is  symbolical,  and  brings  a  sym-  confuse  the  critical  faculties.  We 
pathetic  tenderness,  half  pity,  half  are  expected  to  learn  a  great  deal 
wondering  sadness,  into  the  specta-  from    it ;     indeed     Shelley  himself 
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puts  it  upon  a  certain  solemn  foot-  ruins  of  the  Baths  of  Caracalla,  in 
ing :  "  Much  of  what  the  volume  that  sweet  spring  of  Italy,  which  is 
contains  was  written  with  the  same  the  very  spring-time  of  the  poets,  full 
feeling,  as  real,  though  not  so  of  inspiration,  amid  all  the  wild  new 
prothetie,"  he  says,  "as  the  com-  life  of  flowery  vegetation,  and  the 
munications  of  a  dying  man ;"  old  stubborn  grandeur  of  those  un- 
but  what  it  is  that  we  are  to  learn  formed  yet  imperishable  relics  of 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  say,  ex-  the  past  The  scene  was  one  which 
cept  that  tyranny  is  hateful,  and  might  have  suited  some  old  tale  of 
some  other  broad  principles  of  a  Rome  herself,  in  those  days  when 
similar  kind.  The  length  of  the  she  was  mistress  of  the  world.  But 
poem,  however,  and  its  sweet  mono-  Shelley's  genius  was  not  historical, 
tony  of  music,  baffle  the  attempts  and  with  a  growing  fascination  ho 
of  any  but  a  diligent  reader.  In-  had  been  contemplating  this  vast 
deed,  we  should  be  disposed  to  say  subject,  already  limned  upon  his  can- 
that  no  reader  above  twenty  could  vas  for  him  by  the  great  artists  of 
at  the  present  day  give  a  sufficiently  Greece.  It  is,  as  we  have  already 
long  strain  of  time  and  attention  to  said,  the  very  climax  and  highest  point 
master  this  word-sonata — this  flood  of  his  philosophy — the  incarnation 
of  linked  sweetness  and  musical  dis-  of  heroic  resistance,  the  highest  hu- 
cord.  The  ordinary  mass  of  hu-  man  principle  of  which  Shelley  had 
manity,  for  whom  all  truly  great  any  conception.  Tt  is  impossible  to 
poems  arc  written,  will  find  in  this  deny  to  this  wonderful  production 
one  neither  meaning  nor  feeling  the  title  of  a  great  poem.  It  is 
within  their  reach,  though  they  may  one  of  the  most  vivid  pictures  ever 
find  many  delightful  lines  and  done  in  words — a  ghostly,  terrible 
sweet  cadences.  It  is  as  a  piece  of  tableau,  illumined  with  pale  lights 
music  only,  that  we  feel  ourselves  which  are  not  of  this  world,  and 
capable  of  considering  it;  and  surrounded  by  a  vast  colourless 
music,  as  we  are  all  aware,  is  by  horizon,  against  which  a  few  great 
no  means  obliged  to  have  any  figures  rise  awful  in  the  majestic 
soul  of  articulate  signification.  It  twilight  —Prometheus  himself  in 
is  amusing  and  comforting  to  our-  deathless  suffering  and  courage,  the 
selves  to  find  that  even  Mr.  Bosetti  solemn  form  of  Earth,  and  the  whito 
shares  our  sense  of  confusion,  and  spirits  which  stand  about  consoling 
gets  rid  of  this  work  in  the  fewest  or  explaining.  The  music  of  his 
possible  words,  with  vague  and  verse,  which  up  to  this  time  has  been 
grand  applauses,  which  do  not  mean  his  great  charm,  becomes  at  onco 
much.  We  follow  his  example  with  secondary  when  we  are  brought  in 
a  certain  relief.  Henceforward,  Shel-  face  of  this  great  spectacle  Hitherto 
ley,  growing  into  something  like  we  have  listened,  and  sometimes 
maturity,  began  to  perceive  that  a  found  the  sweetness  cloying,  and 
meaning  which  could  be  grasped  by  the  melody  monotonous.  But  hero, 
the  common  mind  was  an  advan-  once,  and  onco  only,  a  gift  of  an- 
tage ;  and  we  may  at  once  proceed  other  description  evolves  itself,  and 
to  his  two  most  notable  poems,  the  poet  draws  his  curtain  proudly 
without  following  the  rigid  course  and  bids  us  see.  The  first  act, 
cf  chronology.  up  to  the  moment  when  the 
The  u  Prometheus"  seems  to  have  Earth  introduces  her  choristers  to 
been  the  first  in  time,  as  it  is  the  console  the  sufferer,  is  thoroughly 
greatest  in  power.  It  was  written  fine  and  noble.  The  story  is  too 
in    Koine,    chiefly    in    the  gigantic  well  known  to  want  rc-tclling.     Pro- 
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metheus  bound  upon  his  rock,  with 
a  vulture  gnawing  his  heart,  defies 
the  power  of  the  tyrant  god  Jupiter ; 
and,  secure  of  the  arrival  of  a  time 
when  his  oppressor  shall  be  hurled 
from  his  throne,  waits  with  awful 
patience,  enduring  every  torture  till 
his  deliverance  comes.  Nothing 
could  well  be  more  splendid  of  its 
kind  than  the  opening  scene. 

Prometheus. 

Monarch 'of  Qods  and  Demons,  and  all  Spi- 
rits- 
Bat  One— who  throng  those  bright  and  roll- 
ing worlds 

Which  thou  and  I  alone  of  living  things 

Behold  with  sleepless  eyes  I  regard  this 
earth 

Made  multitudinous  with  thy  slaves,  whom 
thou 

Requitest  for  knee-worship,  prayer,  and 
praise, 

And  toil,  and  hecatombs  of  broken  hearts, 

With  fear  and  self-contempt  and  barren 
hope. 

Whilst  me,  who  am  thy  foe,  eyeless  la 
hate, 

Hast  thou  made  reign  and  triumph,  to  thy 
scorn. 

O'er  mine  own  misery  and  thy  vain  re- 
ventre. 

Three  thousand  years  of  sleep-unsheltered 
hours. 

And  moments  aye  divided  by  keen  pangs. 

Till  they  seemed  years,  torture  ana  soli- 
tude, 

Scorn  and  despair, — these  are  mine  em- 
pire: 

More  glorious  far  than  that  which  thou  sur- 
veyest 

From  thine  unenvied  throne,  O  mighty 
God! 

Almighty,  had  I  deigned  to  share  the  shame 

Of  thine  ill  tyranny,  and  hung  not  here 

Nailed  to  this  wall  of  eagle-baffling  moan- 
tain, 

Black,  wintry,  dead,  unmeasured;  without 
herb. 

Inject,  or  beast,  or  shape  or  sound  of  life. 

Ah  me,  alas  t  pain,  pain  ever,  for  ever  I 

No  change,  no  pause,  no  hope  I  Yet  I  en- 
dure. 

I  ask  the  Earth,  have  not  the  mountains 
felt  ? 

I  ask  yon  Heaven,  the  all-beholding  Sun, 

Has  it  not  seen?  The  Sea,  in  storm  or 
calm, 

Heaven1:}  ever-changing  shadow,  spread  be- 
low, 

Have  its  deaf  waves  not  heard  my  agony  Y 

Ah  me,  alas !  pain,  pain  ever,  for  ever ! 

The  crawling  glaciers  pierce  me  with  the 

spears 
Of  their  moon-freezing  crystals ;  the  bright 

chains 


Bat  with  their  burning- cold  into  my  bones. 
Heaven's  winged  hound  polluting  from  thy 

lips 
His  beak  in  poison  not  his  own,  tears  up 
My  heart ;  and  shapeless  sights  come  wander- 

The*gnesuy  people  of  the  realm  of  dream, 
Mocking  me ;  and  the  earthquake-fiends  are 

charged 
To  wrench  the  rivets  from  my  quivering 

wounds 
When  the  rocks  split  and  close  again  be- 
hind: 
While  from   their   loud   abysses   howling 

throng 
The  genii  of  the  storm,  urging  the  rage 
Of  whirlwind,  and  afflict  me  with  keen 

hail. 
And  yet  to  me  welcome  is  day  and  night. 
Whether  one  breaks  the  hoar-frost  of  the 

morn, 
Or  starry,  dim,  and  slow,  the  other  climbs 
The  leaden-coloured  east;  for  then  they 

lead 
The  wingless,  crawling  Hours,  one  among 

whom— 
As  some  dark  Priest  hales  the  reluctant  vic- 
tim- 
Shall  drag  thee,  cruel  king,  to  kiss  the 

blood 
From  these  pale  feet,  which  then  might  tram- 
ple thee. 
If  they  disdained  not  such  a  prostrate  slave. 
Disdain  1    Ah,  no  !  I  pity  thee.    What  ruin 
Will  hunt  thee  undefended  through  the  wide 

Heaven  I 
How  win  thy  soul,  cloven  to  Its  depth  with 

terror, 
Gape  like  a  hell  within  I   I  speak  in  grief , 
Not  exultation,  for  I  hate  no  more, 
As  then  ere  misery  made  me  wise.    The 

curse 
Once  breathed  on  thee  I  would  recall.    Ye 

mountains, 
Whose   many-voiced  echoes,  through   the 

mists 
Of  cataracts,  flung  the  thunder   of  that 

r! 
springs,  stagnant  with  wrinkling 

frost. 
Which  vibrated  to  hear  me,  and  then  crept 
Shuddering  through  India  1    Thou  serenest 

Air, 
Through  which  the  sun  walks  burning  with- 
out beams  I 
And  ye  swift  whirlwinds,  who  on  poised 

wings 
Hung  mute  and  moveless  o'er  yon  hushed 

abyss. 
As  thunder,  louder  than  your  own,  made 

rook 
The  orbed  world  1   If  then  my  words  had 

power, 
Though  I  am  changed  so  that  aught  evil 

Is  dead  within ;  although  no  memory  be 
Of  what  is  hate— let  them  not  lose  it  now  I 
What  waa  that  curse?  for  ye  all  heard  me 
speak. 

This  wonderful    rererie   has   an 
exaltation  and  grandeur  in  it  worthy 
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of  the  representative  of  humanity.  Then— sec  those  million  worlds  which  Irani 

The  involuntary  cry,  "  Ah  me,  alas  !  Aro^d  us-their  inhabitants  beheld 

pain   ever,  for  ever  !"  which  bursts  My  spherdd  light  wave  in  wide  Heaven ;  the 

from  his  lips  by  times,  as  it  were  WJ%^  „    gt          t         u   „,„ 

against  his  will,  gives  a  reality  to  Are 

the  suffering  and  the  patience,  and  From  eartbquake-rifted  mountains  of  bright 

thrills   the   reader   with    that    high  shoo^Us  portentous  hair  beneath  heaven's 

pang  of  participation  which  is  the  frown; 

loftiest  form  of  sympathy     There  ^c'tffi*  fS&SS "MS?  "SSL 

is  nothing  in  this  of  the  pretentious  toads 

and  petty  flurry  of  rebellion.  Tho  Within  voluptuous  chambers  panting  crawl- 
Divine  Rebel  is  calm  in  the  great-  when  Plague  had  fallen  on  man,  and  beast, 
ness   of    his   passion    and    agonv —  and  worm, 

calm,    too,  in  his  intense   certainty  ^ Ee"?"0 ;  "*  Wack  bUgM  °n  hcrb  and 

of    the    change    which    is    coining.  And  in  the  corn,  and  vines,  and  meadow- 

The  poet,  no  doubt  would  havo  been  m    K™»b, 

i       i         *     •  i     l  u    i  i      i           i  ij  Teemed  ineradicable  poisonous  weeds, 

deeply  astonished  had  he  been  told  Draining  their  growth,  for  my  wan  Wast 

that  this  attitude,  of   which  he  so  w*a  dry 

fully   feels   the   supreme   grandeur,  W^R^;  and  the  thin  air,  my  breath,  wa« 

is   the   very  attitude  of   that  Faith  With  the  contagion  of  a  mother's  hate 

against  which  he  rails  with  so  much  ""^JjJ  on  her  cbild'B  de8troycr;  »*♦  I 

fury.      For,  potent  and  subtle  as  his  Thy  curse,  tho  which,  if  thou  rcmembercst 

perceptions  were,  his  range  of  vision  _    *°K 

was  very  limited,  ami  more  warped  Jl^S^S^iS^&^i  ,oa 

by  prejudice  than  it  is  easy  to  ex-  wide  air, 

press.      Hut  it  is  this  deepening  and  ^^Jt^S^tV^i  ofw  *£"$:  * 

1  . ,                ...           .             J          A  .  Preserve,  a  treasured  spell.    We  meditate 

widening  of  the  sphere  around  him,  in  secret  joy  and  hope  those  dreadful  words, 

this  glimpse  of  tho  prof ounder  spir-  But  darc  uot  8P«ak  «»cm. 

itual  emotions,  which  give  power  to 

his   greatest   conception.      The    fol-  Prometheus. 

lowing  high   colloquy  between    the 

Earth  and  her  suffering  son  and  ro-  AI1  cls0  who  IWo  and  ^SSt^'SSSlL 

presentutive  is  equally  fine,     lie  has  Some  comfort;    flowers,    and   fruits,    and 

asked  to  hear  once  more   his  own  .    i»»ppy  *°unt}f?«A  ♦,       4U                *  w 

,   i        ,                           ,    ,  And.lovc,  though  fleeting :  these  may  not  be 

curse,  and  has  been  answered  from  mine. 

the      mountains      and     winds     and  But  mine  own  words,  I  pray,  deny  me 

waters  that  none  of  them  dare  re-  D0 ' 

peat  those  terrible  words.  Tins  Earth. 

They  shall  bo  told.  Ere  Babylon  was  dust. 
The  Magus  Zoroaster,  my  dear  child. 

The  Earth.  Met  his  own  image  walking  in  tho  garden. 

That  apparition,  sole  of  men,  he  saw. 

I  am  the  Earth,  For  know  there  are  two  worlds  of  life  and 

Thy  mother ;  phc  within  whose  stony  veins  death : 

To  the  lant  fibre  of  the  loftiest  tree.  One  that   which   thou  beholdcst;    but  tho 

Whose  thin  leaves  trembled  in  tho  frozen  other 

air,  Is  underneath  the  grave  where  do  inhabit 

Joy  ran.  as  blood  within  a  living  frame.  The  shadows  of  all  forms  that  think  and 

When  thou  didst  from  her  bosom,  like  a  live 

cloud  Till   death  unite  them,   and  they  part  no 

Of  glory  arise,  a  spirit  of  keen  joy !  more ; 

And  at  thy  voice  her  pining  sons  uplifted  Dreams  and  the  light  imaginings  of  men. 

Their  prostrate  brows  from   the  polluting  And  all  that  faith  creates  or  love  desires, 

dust.  Terrible,   strange,   sublime  and  beauteous 

And  our  Almighty  Tyrant,  with  fierce  dread  shapes. 

Grew  pale— until  his  thunder  chained  thee  There  thou  art,  and  dost  hang  a  writhing 

-here.  shade, 
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Kid  whirlwind-peopled  monnlolns ;    all  the  courage,    no    change    ill    tha     heroic 

Arc'ibere.  and  all  lh«  power,  of  namelee.  patience     and    determination    to    en- 

wortds—  dure  to  the  end.      How  out  of  all 

Vast,  sceptred  phantoms  ;  heroes,  mm,  nod  j,js  choruses  and   Semi- choruses,  Out 

And  Itauoiorgon.  a  Irraeodoo*  gloom ;  of   bis    flowery   and    wordy    Revolts 

And  hi',  the  HiiiiHTii.'  Tn-mt,  1.11  l.iM  tiiroiie  ,,f     [.slum,     mid    all    the    sweet     and 

Of  burning  Bofd.     boa,  oa«  of  the™  rtdl  peU)hnA    ,„.„,, „],,■„  1L.,   r,f  his  youth, 

The  enrse  which  nil  remember.    Call  it  nil!  Shi-llev    should    llitve    dragged    bin)- 

BS'A'BS.SSM'SBSi'affi'  »«"  «p"  "»  h<*»"'°<  "■'■  e~i 

Krim  ull-rr.-.l'il.'  evil   si  me  thy  ruin  Conception,  hi-;  vi.tv  .  Istlti-vlit  to  tell. 

Have  sprang,  and  tr.mpled  on  m/  prostnla  i]„t  that   he  did  reach    once  to  this 

A»k*0wd  tb*r  most  reply;  so  the  revenge  sublime  height,  and  had  a  glimpse, 

Of  the  Supreme  inn)  -rt'.-vj.  tlirimjli  vm-iiiit  however  brief,    of  something  at  once 

A,  SffXi  «™,l,  II.  ua  „>.  mor.  profound  «od  more  lofty  Ihon 

Ofa  fallen  palaee.  had  been   biihcrlo  dreamt   of   in  his 
philosophy,  is  one  of  his  truest  titles 

PHOKumiTJit.  io  tllQ  p-^t  r,ame  of  pocti 

Mother,  let  not  aoght  Of  the  drama  of  the  "Cenci"  wo 

orthutwhiitimiiv  '■.•evil  muss  neain  ,lrl.  .[[(.posed  to  form  a  very  different 

p^omVj^XT^T^Bmt-  opinio--       We  admit,  however,   that 
we  express  this  with  a  certain  trem- 

Wo   confess  that  our   interest  in  bling;    for  even  Mr.  Rossetti,  in  this 

the    poem    fails    when    wo    come  to  mild  age,  in  a  book   published  only 

Asia    and  Panlhea,    and    seek    out  a    year     ago,     stigmatises     one     of 

Demogorgon    on    his    ebon     throne  its  uiifitvf.iir.ihlo  critics   as   a    "vile 

with  his  attendant    Hours — just  as  and  loathsome  ruffian,"  and  another 

our  interest  always  fails  when,   after  as  a   "  vomit  of  creation,"    epithets 

the  intense  strain  of  a  tragedy,  wo  which     alarm    a     peaceable     critic, 

are  brought  back  into  the  more  or  And  we  are  aware  that  a  great  num- 

less   liailal  and  wearisome  ways  by  ber  of  "  the  best  judges"  are  against 

which  everything  is  to  bo  mended,  us.       Nevertheless,  we  cannot  alter 

and  perpetual  joy  and  content  to  be  our  opinion.     Setting  aside  the  suh- 

cstablishetl    in    the   earth.       Neither  ject  and  actual   incident,    which,  to 

Shelley  nor  any  other  poet  can  give  our    thinking,    are   too  horrible  and 

interest  to  those  vague  glories  or  to  revolting  for  the'purposes  of  tragedy, 

the  vain  phantasm  ii^om  of  universal  it    seems   to   us    that  the  poet   fails 

happiness,  whi'ii  always  hears  a  fatal     iiltnp'thiT   in   his   <■ x'ptibn  of  his 

I iiilliliilillillliii III l  1 1 ■■infill ■■■iFlM mWUHI  Beatrice.  What  ho  intends  is  to 
in  a  pantomime.  The  grandeur  of  make  her  an  impersonation  of  maid- 
the  "Prometheus"  is  concentrated  only  nobleness,  purity,  fortitude, 
in  the  opening  of  the  poem.  It  is  a  and  strength',  such  a  woman  as 
great  tableau,  as  we  have  said,  fixed  would  die  sooner  than  meet  dishon- 
ngainst  a  pale  gleaming  sky,  with  our,  yet  would  endure  almost  all 
weird  songs  breathing  about  it,  and  things  for  the  fame  of  her  house  and 
a  host  of  shadowy  undefined  figures  the  safety  of  those  she  loves.  She 
hovering  around,  but  always  the  is  one  of  those  whom  pollution 
great  victim  in  the  centre  of  tho  would  kilt,  yet  whom  love  would 
scene,  and  the  treat  consoler,  patient  sustain  and  elevate  1o  the  last  height 
as  himself,  tho  old  majestic  Earth-  of  sacrifice.  All  this  is  expressed, 
Mother,  watching  by  him.  "Ah  in  the  noble  and  spirited  address 
me,  alas  !  pain  ever,  for  over ;"  but  she  makes  to  tho  astonished  corn- 
no   sinking   of   heart,    no   failure  of  jiany  assembled  to  rejoice  with  him 


486                                 A  Century  of  Great  Poets.  [April 

in  honour  of  a  great  good  fortune,  to  told,   she  nevertheless  indicates  its 

whom  her  horrible  father  has  just  nature  with  such  distinctness  to  her 

announced,    with    much    chuckling  former  lover  that  mistake  is  scarcely 

and  self-congratulation,  the  death  of  possible — which    is    surely    a   poor 

his  two  sons.     As  they  are  disper-  reading  of  the  distraught  soul.  After 

sing  in  horror,  Beatrice  thus  bursts  the    outrage    she    consents    to   her 

forth :  father's  murder,  and  even  plans  its 

circumstances,    but    rather  from  a 

•• 1  do  entreat  yon,  go  not,  noble  guests:  desire    to    cscapo    the  future  than 

KdShd^^.Tthe^.'h^hSrrl  from  any  tragic  consciousness  that 

What  if  'tis  he  who  clothed  as  in  these  limbs  the  future  had  come  to  an  end  for 

Whotortores  them  and  triumphs?    What  if  her         The    ^^0^^    senso     fl^t 

The  desolate  and  dead,  were  his  own  flesh,  further    life    is    impossible,     which 

Ills  children  and  Ws  wife,  whom  he  is  bound  moVed    the    Lucretia    of     an    older 

To  love  and  Phelter  ?   Shall  we  therefore  find  .            ,                     ,                  ,,.           , 

No  refuge  in  this  merciless  wide  world?  story,    has    no    place    in   this    pale 

Oh,  think  what  deep  wrongs  must  have  blotted  Beatrice.     No  solemn  priesthood  of 

Firs!  Love,  then  reverence  in  a  child's  prone  vengeance  comes  upon  the  outraged 

mind,  woman,    as    it    might    have    done 

Til1  think?  vauquish  Bhamo  and  fear"    0h  with   the  noblest   effect  and    truth 

I  have  borne  much,  and  kissed  the  sacred  to  nature.     It  may  be  said,  indeed, 

_    hand  on  this  point,  that  Shelley  had  tho 

Thatched  us  to  the  earth,  and  thought  its  bonds  0f  his?torical  fact    £  strain 

Was,  perhaps,  some  paternal  chastisement ;  him  ;    but    fact    and    truth    are    two 

HaloCubTCd  mUCh ;  d0UbtCd ;  and  whcn  n°  thin^»   an(1  a  &<**  dramatic  poet 

Remained,  have  sought  by  patience,  love,  and  could  not  be  so  bound  by  the  ao- 

„    tears  tual.     The  Beatrice  of  the  first  act 

To  soften  him :  and  when  this  could  not  be,  ,  ,    ,            .   ,          .,            .,, 

I  have  knelt  down,  through  tho  Ion-  sleep-  would    have    taken    the   guilt    upon 

less  night*,  herself  and  saved  her  family  ;   but 

And  lifted  up  to  God,  the  Father  of all,  Shollev\    Beatrice    is   not    emial    to 

Passionate  prayers ;   and  when  these  were  ^nciiey  *»    inairico    is   noi    equal    10 

not  heard  that  great  height     In  the  torture- 

J^1^  ■,llI^,lSK!J^JSnl1t,  mh^i^SJ'S^v  *ccnc  ht?r  failure  is  fitm  more  aPP»- 

IMnces  and  kinsmen,  at  this  hideous  feast.  .          4 ..     ,.     .       ,        ...   ,          j    . 

Given  for  my  brothers'  deaths.     Two  yet  rent       All    that    she   thinks    Of    18 

remain—            .  T      .        tm  escape :  whereas  any  true  conception 

Hta  wlto  remains  and  I-whom,  it  yon  saTe  of  a',ofty  characte/s0  circumstanced 

Yon  may  soon  share  snch  merriment  again  would    make   the   very    thought    of 

AsfathersmakcovertheirchUdrensgravcs."  escape  imp0ssible.     Every  high  sen- 
timent requires  that  such  a  victim 

The  girl  who  ventures   to  make  should  seek  and  insist  upon  .that 

this  speech  in  her  pitiless  father's  death    which    is    her    only   refuge, 

presence   is  strung  to  a  high  pitch  But  Beatrice  fights  for  life  and  dc- 

of   tragic   determination   before  she  liverance   to   tho   very  last     She  is 

makes   such  an  appeal,    and  it    is  eloquent    and    casuistical,    and    all 

possible    that    the    horror    of    tho  but  wins   her  cause  by  her  appeal 

crowning   outrage  to   which   she   is  to   the  feelings  of   Camillo,  and  by 

soon   after    subjected    might    have  the   still   more   striking  appeal  she 

driven   her  mad    for    the    moment,  makes   to   the   terrors   of    the  poor 

But    even    her    madness    ought    to  wretch    Marzio    the    bravo,     upon 

have  been  the  madness  of  strength,  whom   she  imposes   her  lie  with  a 

and  not  the  confused  and  hopeless  splendid  assurance,  which  is  totally 

babbling  of  weakness.     Though  the  unlike,   our   first  conception  of  her 

fact  is   continually  kept  before  us  character.     The  scene  is  fine,  so  far 

that  her  wrong  is  too  hideous  to  be  as  the  poetry  is  concerned. 
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Beatrice.— O  thou  who  tremblest  on  the 


giddy  verge 


Of  life  and  death,  pause  ere  thou  answer- 

est  me; 
So  mayst  thou  answer  God  with  less  dis- 
may. 
What  evil  have  we  done  thee  f    I,  alas  ! 
Have  lived   but  on  this  earth  a  few  sad 

years; 
And  so  my  lot  was  ordered  that  a  father 
First   turned   the   moments  of  awakening 

life 
To  drops    each    poisoning  youth's    sweet 

hope ;  and  then 
Stabbed    with  one    blow    my    everlasting 

soul, 
And    my   untainted    fame,  and   even  that 

peace 
Which  sleeps  within  the  core  of  the  heart's 

heart; 
But   the  wound   was   not  mortal;   so  my 

hate 
Became  the  only  worship  I  could  lift 
To  our  great  Father,  who  in  pity  and  lore 
Armed  thee,  as  thou  dost  say,  to  cat  him 

off; 
And  thus  his  wrong   becomes  my  accusa- 
tion ! 
And  art  thou  the  accuser  ?    If  thou  hop'st 
Mercy  in  heaven,  show  justice  upon  earth: 
Worse  than  a  bloody  hand  is  a  hard  heart 
If  thou  hast  done  murders,  made  thy  life's 

path 
Over  the  trampled  laws  of  God  and  man, 
Hush  not  before  thy  Judge,  and  say,  'My 

Maker, 
I  have  done  this,  and  more;  for  there  was 

one 
Who  was  more  pure  and  innocent  on  earth, 
And,  because  she  endured  what  never  any, 
Guilty  or  innocent,  endured  before, 
Because  her  wrongs  could  not  be  told  nor 

thought. 
Because  thy  hand  at  length  did  rescue  her. 
I  with  my  words  killed  her  and  all   iter 

kin.' 
Think.  I  adjure  thee,  what  it  is  to  slay 
The  reverence  living  in  the  minds  of  men 
Towards   our  ancient  house  and  stainless 

fame! 
Think  what  it  is  to  strangle  infant  Pity, 
Cradled  in  the  beliof  of  guileless  looks- 
Till  it  become  a  crime  to  suffer.    Think 
What  'tis  to  blot  with  infamy  and  blood 
All  that  which  shows  like  innocence,  and 

is- 
II ear  me,  great  God!— I  swear  most  inno- 
cent ; 
So  that  the  world  lose  all  discrimination 
Between    the    sly,   fierce,  wild    regard   of 

guilt, 
And  that  which  now  compels  thee  to  reply 
To  what  I  ask ;   Am  1,  or  am  I  not, 
A  parricide  ? 

Marzio.— Thou  art  not. 
Judge.  —  What  is  this  T 

Marzio.— 1    here    declare  those    whom  I 
did  accuse 
Are  innocent    'Tis  I  alone  am  guilty. 
Judge  —Drag    him    away    to    torments ; 
let  them  be 
Subtle   and    long   drawn  out,    to  tear  the 
folds 
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Of  the  heart*!  inmost  eelL    Unbind   him 
not 

Till  he  confess. 
Marzio.— Torture  me  as  ye  will : 

A  keener  pain  has  wrong  a  higher  truth 

From  my  last  breath.    She  is  most  inno- 
cent 

Bloodhounds,   not    men,   glut    yourselves 
well  with  me  1 

I  will  not  give  yon  that  fine  piece  of  na 
ture 

To  rend  and  ruin." 

This  special  pleader,  however  false 
and  eloquent,  is  not  the  ideal  Beatrice. 
The  callousness  with  which  she 
sacrifices  this  poor  wretch,  and  com- 
pels him  to  die  with  a  lie  on  his 
lips,  produces,  on  the  whole,  ad 
effect  totally  different  from  that 
which  the  poet  intended.  And  his 
failure  is  of  the  same  character  as 
was  his  success.  It  is  the  involun- 
tary, perhaps  unconscious,  mingling 
of  noble  moral  qualities  with  the 
immortal  resistance  of  Prometheus 
which  makes  that  figure  sublime. 
It  is  the  negation  of  moral  quali- 
ties which  brings  Beatrice  down 
from  all  the  advantages  of  her  tragic 
position.  Her  lie  is  a  worse  death- 
warrant  than  any  signed  by  the 
Pope ;  and  we  watch  her  exit  from 
the  world  and  the  stage  without 
any  emotion,  simply  because  the 
poet  has  chosen  to  prefer  his  old 
bigot -dogma  of  resistance  at  all 
hazards  and  at  any  cost,  to  the  far 
higher  principle  of  personal  truth 
and  honour.  The  failure  is  great  in 
point  of  art,  in  our  opinion ;  it  is  a 
wilful  throwing  away  of  a  very  noble 
tragic  opportunity ;  and  what  per- 
haps affects  the  mind  as  deeply, 
there  seems  a  certain  treachery  in  it 
to  the  dead — treason  to  that  piteous 
face,  half  child,  half  woman,  to 
those  pathetic  eyes  which  have  wept 
all  the  tears  of  which  they  are  capah 
ble,  and  gaze  at  us*  for  ever  from 
Guido's  canvas  with  that  tearless 
appeal  of  exhaustion  which  rends 
the  heart  Few  faces  are  so  well 
known  in  the  world  as  that  worn, 
sweet,  tragic  child-countenance  of 
Beatrice.    It  is  the  poet  who  has 

2  F 
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done  this  sad    soul    the    last    and  way,  and  endear  to  us,  in   spite,  of 

crowning  wrong.  ourselves,   the  most  wayward  soul 

Space  forbids  us   to    discuss    in  that  ever  carried  a  minstrel's  harp 

detail  all  Shelley's  important    pro-  across  the  world, 

ductions.     There  is  not  one  of  them,  Shelley    had    great     deficiencies, 

perhaps,  in  which  there  is  not  some-  His  imagination  was  not  of  a  human 

thing  beautiful  to  be  found ;  but  we  order,  and  had  little   perception  of 

turn  with   relief  and  delight    from  the  wealth  of  noble  sentiment  and 

44  Rosalind  and  Helen,"  u  Julian  and  passion  which  may  dwell  in  human- 

Maddalo,"     and    other    pretentious  kind.      In  this    respect    his    vision 

compositions,     to     those    exquisite  was   most   limited.      He  recognised 

minor  poems  and    scraps  of    verse  little  more  in  human    nature    than 

which  are  above  criticism,  alike  ex-  a  certain  savage  capacity  for  rebel- 

quisite  in  music  and  perfect  in  sen-  lion,  and  a  wild  passion   of   love — 

timent      Fortunately,  for  one  per-  love  which  could  bo  manifested  but 

son  who  reads  the  u  Cenci,"  there  in   one  way  —  and  docs    not    seem 

are  a  thousand  to  whom  u  The  Sky-  to  have  had  an)r  eye  for  individual 

lark"  is  a  pure  and  ever-fresh  de-  character,  or  the  subtleties  of   per- 

light;   and  perhaps  the  reputation  sonal     difference.     His    two    great 

of  the  poet  might  be  more  safely,  qualities  even  are  by  no  means  ne- 

gweetly,  and  purely  founded  upon  so  cessarily  human.     The  grand   type 

much  of  him  as  is  to  be  found  in  of  the  one — Prometheus — is  a  demi- 

Mr.    Palgrave's  excellent  collection,  god ;    and   the   utterly  unrestrained 

4Tho  Golden  Treasury,'  than  in  all  luxuriance  of  the  other  seems  bet- 

the  more  ambitious    volumes    that  ter    adapted    for    something    either 

bear  his  name.     These  lovely  verses  above  or  below  humanity — the  irre- 

are  above  censure,  and  almost  beyond  sponsible  Ariel  or  the  equally  irro- 

criticism.     They  have  all  the  beauty  sponsible  four-footed  creatures  of  the 

of  music,  with  a  still  loftier  intellec-  woods    and    wilds — than    for    men 

tual  charm  added  which  is  beyond  and  women.     He  has  not  left  behind 

the  reach  of  music.     The  ear  and  him  one  single  conception  of  human 

the  heart  are  touched  alike  with  a  character    which    it    is  worth     the 

soft  rapture  when  it   is    thus    the  world's  while  to  preserve;    neither 

poet  sings.     All  other  considerations,  can  we  find  amid  his  poems  any  real 

all  thoughts  of  his  philosophies,  or  attempt  to  fathom  the  mysteries  of 

opinions,  or  faults,  or  weaknesses,  nature,   or    put    meaning    into    her 

float  away  from  us  at  the  first  note  of  darkness.     He  has  one  wild  panacea 

that  ineffable  wild  sweetness.     "  The  for  everything,  and  a  vague  yet  in- 

Skylark,"     44The    Cloud"    (which,  cendiary  creed   by  which  to  make 

however,   is    less    perfect),   a  great  the  impossible  actual ;  but  his  mind 

part  of  "The  Sensitive  Plant,"  tho  lacks     even    the    conditions    which 

"Lines  written  in  Dejection,"  thoso  make  insight  possible,  his  power  of 

among  the  Kuganean  Hills,  and  many  sympathy   being   restricted    by   tho 

more — some  of  which,  like  the  wild-  same    incapacity   which    limits    his 

flowers  and  stars,  have  not  even  the  understanding.      Men    are    an  inar- 

distinction  of  a  name — are  tho  true  ticulate    dull  wonder  to  him.      He 

charter    of     Shelley's    immortality,  does     not    comprehend    them,    nor 

By  their  means  wo  can   track  the  docs  ho  wish  to  comprehend  them, 

poet's   path  as    we   can    track   the  Nature  is   more  near    to    his  wild 

course  of  an  unseen    brook  by  the  soul ;  but  even  with  her   it  is   not 

greenness    around  it     Those  scat-  modest  naturo  bounded  by  locality 

tered  blossoms  map  his  wandering  and  reality,  but  a  wild  and  gorgeous 
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composition  of  tropical  beauties  and  he  looks   at   it   with   curious,  eager, 

glowing  colour  ami  awful   desolation  but  impotent  eyes — how  bright  yet 

— the    features     of     many     regions  how    impotent  I    from    without.    He 

caught  up  mil]   blurred   together  in  with  all  his  strange  and   thick-com- 

a  splendid  muddl",  like  one  of  Tur-  ing  fancies  and    bewildering    sweet- 

ner's  weird   pictures.     But   with  all  ness  of  song,  is  a  spirit  of  another 

these    lamentable    wants,  ho   has   a  sphere.      The     flowers     he     under- 

wealth    and    lavish    flow  of   melody  stands,    and     the    clouds,    and    the 

which  may  well  bewilder  and  intosi-  tl  blithe    spirit"     winging     its    way, 

cato   the  reader.     Never  was  poet  bo  singing  find   .soaring,   into   the   blue 

sweetly  garriiio us.     There  seems  no  deep;   but  Man  he  knows  not,  and 

stint  or  limit  to  the  torrent  of  melo-  has  no  power  to  comprehend, 

dious  lines  which  ho  is  ever  ready  We  need  not  linger  upon  the  too 

to  pour  forth,  nor  any  reason  why  well  known  conclusion  of  the  poet's 

the  dclightsi.ii  ne  strain   should   ever  career.      Probably,  had  he  been  per- 

como  to  an  end.     The  most  of  it  is  milted    to  choose,   it  was  the   end 

pure    niusic,    undistracted   and   un-  which  would  have  pleased  his  fancy 

broken     by  any    definite    meaning,  most;  and  (hough,  to  our  own  mind. 

We  glide  along   the  starlight  Hood  a  human  grave  even  upon  the  sea- 

without  efibri,  without  note  of  time  sands,  under  the  sweet  Italian  sky, 

or  progress.     Flow  on,  thou  shining  with  that  melodious  sea  marking  its 

river,   is   the   only  slumbrous   sonti-  measured   cadence   at   his   feet,  and 

ment  of   our  admiration.      From  no-  incapable  of  rude  intrusion  upon  the 

thing  we  float  on   to  nothing,   lulled  poet's  rest,  would  have  been  better 

by   an  endless   sweetness.     This  is,  and  sweeter  than  the  theatrical  folly 

to  our  thinkfn;,  Shelley's  great  and  of   incremation,  and    the    dark  and 

chief  distinction.      Mr.  i;os.-.cUi,  liini-  gloomy  stone  under  the  old  Roman 

Felf  a  poet,  claims  for  him   the  posi-  walls   where  his  heart  of  hearts  re- 

tion   of  "the  greatest    English    poet  poses;  yet  probably  Shelley  himself 

since  Milton,  or  possibly  since  Shake-  would  have  thought  otherwise,      flo 

spcarc,"  the '' L'r' Mii.'st  Kn^Iishman  of  enjoyed  such  happiness  us  was  pos- 

his  time,"  ami  "ono  of  the  ultimate  table  to  him  for  some  years  in  Italy 

glories  of  our  race  and  planet,"     We  — moving  now  here,  now  there,  ac- 

are     incapable      of     comprehending  cording  to  his    habitual    impulse  of 

even   the   grounds   upon    which    this  restlessness;  and  if    even  his    Mary 

verdict  is  given.     To   us   Shelley  is  could   not   give    him    perfect    bliss, 

a  wandering  voice,  wildly  sweet,  with  neither  could  any  one  else  have  done 

powers    of    utterance    perhaps    un-  it  in  her  place.     In  the  soft  decaying 

equalled,  certainly  uiisitrpMBOd    bat  calm   of   gentle    Pisa,  in    the    more 

a  voice  without  any  message,  a  love-  exciting    atmosphere    of    Home,    in 

ly  thing  astray,  a  messenger  perhaps  noiseless    Venice,    which    he    loved, 

dropped  into   the  wrong  planet,  en-  and    in    the    brilliant    sunshine    of 

dowed  with    the   language  and    the  Naples,  lie  wandered,  ever  wayward, 

emotions  proper   to   Venus   or  Jupi-  making  to  himself  romances  within 

ter  rather  than  to  the  homely  Earth,  romances  of  which  no  DOB   can    tell 

Humanity    is    not  in    him    or    with  whether  they  were  false  or  true  of 

him.      Ho  has   the  pity   of  a  warm  lovelorn    ladies    following    him    far 

heart  for  its   misery,  and  wild  indig-  olf,  and   imprisoned   maidens   whom 

nation   for  its  wrongs,  but  no  com-  he    cherished   with  the  love   of   his 

prehension   of    it,  nor    sense   of   its  soul.      These  fancies,   whether   real 

many-sided  variety.      We  can  never  or  imaginary,  were  enough  to  cross 

divest  ourselves  of   the  feeling  that  his  life  witli  many   clouds  of  deep- 
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dejection  and  fantastic  melancholy.  His  intellectual  progress,    however, 

But  yet  this  wild  spirit,  so  unearthly  had  been  so  great  during  the  last 

in  its  intellectual  qualities,  and  with  five  years  of  his  life,  that  were  such 

so  strange  a  dream-life  woven  through  a  speculation   reasonable,  we  might 

the  web,  was  to  the  end  open  as  the  well  have  looked  for  an  advance  at 

day  to  all  the  charities  of  .tenderness,  once  in  true  manhood  and  creative 

and  beloved  to  the  extent  of  devotion  power  which  would  have  turned  all 

by  a  closely-clinging  circle  of  friends,  comment  into  foolishness.     But  this 

With  some  of  the  most  intimato  of  development    was     never    to   como 

these  he  settled  on  the  lovely  bay  of  on  earth.     Whether  the  wandering 

Spezzia,  a  scene  as  entrancing  in  its  soul  has  found  out    now  the    true 

real  beauty  as  any  that  ever   could  planet  to  which  he  had  his  celestial 

have  dawned  even  on  a  poet's  dream,  credentials,    and    whether,    lost   on 

for  the  scene  which  was  to  bo  his  earth  and    wildcred    with    constant 

last     The  boat  in  which  he  was  lost  straying  after  that  destination  which 

was    pronounced  a   "perfect    play-  he  could  uot  recover,  he    has  had 

thing"  by  the  companion  who  died  better  fortune  on  the  other  side  of 

with  :  him — so  little    do    we    know  the  great  sea,  is  a  more  useless  specu- 

what  is  before  us.  lation  still. 

Shelley  was  but  entering  the  real 
maturity  of  manhood  when  he  die*  "  %?$>&  £  »X.°i  %& 
He  had  not  completed  his  thirtieth  Trembling  at  that  where  l  had  stood  bo- 
year.      What  that   maturity   might  w.f°wi,11     .       ,.      .       ^,            .      . 
f.          ,          r       ,.                   J        ?„  When  will  return  the  glory  of  your  prime  ? 
nave  done  for  him,  none  can    tell  n0  more- oh,  never  more  r 
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aspects  ;  no  bandage  which  friend- 
ship and  goodwill  can  tio  boforo  our 
is  difficult  to  disassociate  manners  nWM  shut  out  the  glare  of  their 
from  character,  and  French  charac-  shortcomings  now  ;  no  effort  of  affoc- 
ter  Las  not  come  out  successfully  lion,  no  tJIoOTBoa  for  special  provo- 
frotn  the  bitter  tests  to  which  it  has  cation,  can  blind  us  to  tile  moral 
been  subjected  by  the  events  of  the  and  political  defects  whieh  the 
last  eighteen  months,  liut,  in  con-  France  of  1871  has  wilfully  exposed 
sidering  the  main  features  of  home  to  the  gaze  of  Europe,  and  conse- 
life  in  France,  manners  cannot  be  quently,  in  some  degree  at  least,  to 
omitted;  they  occupy  too  important  the  bearing  of  those  defects  on  an 
a  place  to  allow  us  to  pass  them  appreciation  of  its  manners, 
over:  however  delicate,  however  It  can  scarcely  bo  seriously  urged 
thorny  be  the  task,  it  cannot  be  that  manners  involve  a  purely  so- 
avoided.  To  postpone  it  would  be  cial,  surface  question,  and  are  unaf- 
useless ;  to  attempt  it  now  is  rash,  feeted  by  the  deeper  principles  of 
and  perhaps  even  unfair.  Still,  action  which  guide  nations  as  a 
rashness  may  be  faced  ;  while,  with  whole ;  even  the  most  frivolous  of 
care  and  honesty,  it  is  not  iinpos-  women  would  hesitate  to  define 
sible  to  guard  against  injustice.  We  them  as  a  merely  external  form  ; 
may  attain  the  latter  end  by  extend-  consciously  or  unconsciously  they 
ing  our  examination  of  the  question  would  own  that  the  roots  of  man- 
over  the  last  twenty  years,  instead  nors  lie  f:ir  away  below  the  outside 
of  limiting  it  to  actual  facts:  in  that  habits  of  daily  life  ;  while  all  scri- 
way  we  may  reach  an  average  on  MB  thinkers  wilt  acknowledge  that 
which  we  can  more  or  less  rely,  and  they  are  an  essential  and  individual 
shall,  at  all  events,  avoid  the  ex-  property  of  races,  and  that  they 
eeptional  arguments  which  a  study  .serve  la  indicate  ilx-  various  interior 
of  purely  contemporaneous  history  dispositions  of  those  races  just  as 
might  provoke.  And  yet,  even  then,  form  and  colour  constitute  the  ap- 
we  cannot  ignore  the  fwet  that,  as  na-  parent  distinctive  marks  which  char- 
tional  manners  aye  a  result  <tf  national  acterise  each  organic  and  inorganic 
disposition*,  as  they  are  a  national  object  round  us.  It  is  this  great 
manifesto!  i<ni  n[  national  tendencies  truth  which  vendors  it  so  difficult  to 
and  thought,  they  must  be  re-  discuss  French  manners  at  u  mo- 
gftTded  with  siime  mistrust  and  some  inent  such  as  this.  And  this  is  not 
suspicion,  if  character— the  source  the  only  obstacle  in  tho  way  ;  pro- 
they  spring  from — should  be  found  judicc  and  comparison  with  our  own 
wanting  in  times  of  supreme  trial,  customs  may  lead  us  to  one  opinion; 
Whatever  l.e  our  sympathies  for  the  seeming  evidence  of  what  we  take 
France,  whatever  be  our  admiration  lobefai'tsandi'on;equeiux!sniay  con- 
of  the  great  qualities  of  its  people,  duct  us  to  another  ;  personal  prefer- 
whatever  be  our  desire  to  believe  onees  and  attachments  may  incline 
that  certain  present  aspects  of  their  us  towards  a  third.  In  such  a  maze 
nature  are  but  temporary,  we  can-  of  contradictory  elements,  safety — if 
not  force  ourselves  not  to  see  I!i03e  any  there  be — lies  solely  in  a  strict 
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pursuit  of  what  looks  like  truth  ;  teaching.  The  conduct  of  French 
and  even  then,  with  all  the  exact-  people  in  society,  or  visits,  or  at 
ness  and  all  the  prudence  which  it  balls,  is  but  a  small  part  of  tho 
is  possible  to  employ,  we  may  get  question ;  its  real  interest  lies  in  tho 
radically  wrong  in  the  result  nature  of  their  habitual  attitude  to- 
One  consolation  —  though  it  is  wards  each  other  in  tho  current 
scarcely  the  right  word  to  employ  in  relationship  of  life,  in  the  product 
such  a  case — is,  that  the  French  of  that  attitude  on  tho  nation  as  a 
themselves  are,  just  now,  as  incom-  whole,  in  the  indications  which  it 
potent  as  we  are  to  determine  their  affords  of  the  causes  which  bring  it 
condition  with  certainty  and  prcci-  about  The  study  is  perhaps  less 
sion.  But  we,  at  all  events,  have  difficult  than  it  at  first  appears,  bo- 
the  advantage  of  impartiality.  We  cause  the  French  are  generally  so 
seek  no  satisfaction  in  the  dissection  demonstrative  that  they  supply 
of  their  ways ;  wo  have  no  pride  to  ample  ground  for  observation,  and 
gratify,  no  faults  to  hide,  no  ex-  do  not  hide  away  what  we  arc  look- 
cuses  to  invoke ;  the  matter  has  no  ing  for  ;  but  it  is  far  from  easy,  and 
direct  influence  upon  us.  "Wo  have  can  only  be  approached  with  the 
but  one  object,  and  that  a  fair  one ;  avowal  that  it  will  be  incompletely 
we  want  instruction,  and  we  try  to  made,  especially  within  the  limits  of 
take  it  from  the  French,  because  the  few  pages  of  an  article, 
they  offer  it  to  us  in  a  shape  which  The  first  great  feature  of  French 
wo  do  not  find  elsewhere.  This  manners,  the  one  which  strikes  new- 
motive  may  perhaps  legitimise  the  comers  most,is  incontestably  tho  form 
rashness  which  was  just  now  alluded  in  which  the  influence  of  women  is 
to  ;  this  end  may  perhaps  excuse  exerted.  That  influence  is*  by  no 
the  effort  to  analyse  French  man-  means  universal  in  its  action  :  at 
ners  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  home  it  is  very  powerful,  but  in 
crisis  to  which  any  modern  nation  this  generation,  it  rarely  reaches  out 
has  been  exposed.  It  is,  however,  of  doors.  Woman* s  reign  is  almost 
an  attempt  in  which  partial  failure  absolute  within  the  four  walls  of  a 
is  almost  certain,  and  in  tho  realisa-  drawing-room,  it  is  undisputed  in 
tion  of  which  every  assertion  and  family  direction  and  in  the  managc- 
every  argument  must  be  accom-  ment  of  children  ;  but  the  cases  are 
panied  by  tho  reservations  and  tho  rare  indeed  where  it  extends  to  pub- 
restrictions  which  tho  nature  and  lie  questions  of  any  kind.  The 
the  position  of  the  subject  imperi-  French  woman  is  essentially  a  wo- 
ously  impose.  roan;  her  objects  are  almost  always 
And  it  is  the  more  essential  to  feminine  ;  she  does  not  seek  to  go 
begin  by  these  expressions  of  hesita-  beyond  her  sphere  ;  she  understands 
tion,  because  we  cannot  confine  the  her  mission  as  one  of  duty  in  her 
discussion  to  any  particular  class  of  house  and  of  attraction  towards  the 
manners ;  if  it  bo  undertaken  at  all,  world  ;  she  is  generally  very  ignor- 
it  must  touch  upon  all  which  is  ant  of  politics  and  of  all  dry  subjects, 
most  striking  in  what  we  see.  We  and  shrinks  from  any  active  part  in 
cannot  restrict  it  to  details  of  social  their  discussion.  Of  course  there 
intercourse,  or  to  mere  forms  of  cour-  are  exceptions  by  tho  thousand,  but 
tesy  and  of  worldly  convenances,  tho  rule  is  that  she  voluntarily  ab- 
If  we  did  so,  we  should  fall  into  stains  from  interference  in  outsido 
the  very  error  against  which  we  topics,  whatever  be  their  gravity  or 
have  been  arguing,  and  should  do-  their  importance.  She  may  have 
privc  the  subject  of  nearly  all  its  a  vague   opinion   on    such   matters 
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picked  up  from  hearing  men  talk  ously  and  well,  for  tho  greater  good 
round  her,  but  the  bent  of  her  of  their  generation.  They  do  not 
nature  leads  her  in  other  ways;  attempt  to  avowedly  work  out  in- 
ner tendency  is  towards  things  tellcetual  or  moral  ends— their  ac- 
which  satisfy  her  as  a  woman.  It  knowloil^ei.l  aspirations,  seldom  take 
naturally  follows  that  men  do  not  that  form ;  but  they  do  seek  to 
give  her  what  she  does  not  seem  to  soften  and  to  gild — to  govern  by 
want  They  consult  1  lit  on  matters  charm  and  by  attraction — to  win 
of  miitual  interest,  they  ask  for  and  men  to  their  firesides  by  the  bribe 
often  follow  her  advice  in  business ;  of  elegance,  of  gaiety,  and  rcflnc- 
but,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  no  ment — to  tempt  them  away  from 
husband  would  allow  his  wife  to  tell  other  tempters  by  the  satisfaction  of 
him  how  to  vote  at  an  election,  or  their  higher  tastes  and  of  their  better 
what  form  of  government  to  support,  natures.  Organised  as  society  is 
This  distinction  is  infinitely  more  now,  women  can  scarcely  find  a 
remarkable  in  France  than  any  more  useful  part  than  this  to  play; 
onalagous  condition  would  be  in  it  lies  well  within  their  means  of 
England,  because  of  the  existence  action ;  it  is  exactly  suited  to  the 
there  of  several  rivals  to  the  throne,  habitual  shape  of  tln-ir  ambition  ;  it 
and  of  the  consequent  splitting  up  is  the  true  rule  of  a  wife,  a  mother, 
of  the  entire  nation   into  adherents  and  a  lady. 

of  each  pretonder.  Yet  even  this  Feeling  thoroughly  the  nature 
exceptional  position  does  not  induce  and  the  object  of  the  functions 
French  women  to  become  politicians,  which  she  undertakes,  tho  French- 
Some  few  of  them  of  course  are  so,  woman  applies  her  whole  energies 
and  fling  themselves  with  ardour  in-  to  their  discharge.  She  knows  that 
to  the  cause  they  have  adopted  ;  she  is,  above  111],  a  civiliser,  and  she 
but,  fortunately  for  the  tranquillity  employs  her  utmost  vigour,  her  full 
of  their  homes,  the  greater  part  of  invention,  to  attain  her  end.  She 
them  have  wisdom  enough  to  com.  surrounds  herself  with  every  help 
prehend  that  their  real  functions  on  which  can  contribute  to  the  result 
the  earth  are  of  another  kind.  Tho  she  seeks;  she  calls  both  truth  and 
exceptions  are  iii:ii:i!_\  found  ainong.-t  fiction  to  her  aid.  Stimulated  by 
Legitimists,  who  arc  small  in  number  her  vanity,  lured  on  to  new  attempts 
but  resolute  in  conviction ;  and  Be-  by  the  recollect  ion  of  past  successes, 
publicans,  who,  though  fewer  still,  she  insensibly  converts  her  drawing- 
are  infinitely  more  rabid.  room  into  a  theatre  in  which  she  is 
Thin  abdication  of  interference  the  great  actress.  And  who  shall 
with  the  destinies  of  their  country,  blame  her?  Who  shall  presume  to 
this  frank  abandonment  of  questions  cast  the  first  stone  at  her'/  In  what 
which  in  our  present  state  of  civil-  lies  her  sin  ?  Let  01  ask  ourselves, 
isation,  are  everywhere  supposed,  honestly  if  we  can,  what  the  world 
theoretically  at  all  events,  to  be  un-  needs  from  its  women;  let  us  put 
der  the  control  of  men,  enable  aside  our  own  fancies  and  our  own 
French  women  to  acquire  special  habits  for  a  moment;  let  us  forget 
force  in  the  direction  of  those  ele-  our  prejudices  while  we  try  to  judge; 
ments  of  life  which  pertain  cssen-  let  us  look  at  this  ease  as  the  French 
tially  to  their  sex.  As  a  compensa-  themselves  do.  And,  if  there  bo 
tion  for  the  restrictions  which  they  any  among  us  who  can  go  further 
accept  on  one  side,  they  receive  still,  let  them  lift  their  measurement 
autocratic  privileges  on  the  other;  to  the  highest  social  use  of  women, 
but  they  use  those  privileges  gencr-  and  tost  them  by  the  pleasure  they 
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induce.  We  are  not  talking  of  pure  over  the  decadence  of  men :  pluck- 
duties  here.  Wo  are  not  considering  ily,  and  with  a  will,  they  have  ac- 
the  abstract  side  of  life  ;  we  are  cepted  battle,  and  are  carrying  it  on 
contemplating  only  its  external  as-  with  all  the  weapons  they  can  forge, 
pects  for  the  moment,  though  pre-  Let  us  bear  this  well  in  mind  during 
sently  we  will  try  to  recognise  what  our  examination  of  the  nature  of 
these  aspects  hide.  No  fair  observer  those  weapons,  and  of  the  uses  to 
will  accuse  a  French  woman  simply  which  they  are  put :  for,  in  such 
because  she  pleases;  jealousy  and  cases,  it  may  not  unreasonably  be 
envy  may  stoop  to  such  an  argument  urged  that  the  end  justifies  the 
as  that ;  but  experience  leads  us  to  means. 

acknowledge  that  that  very  faculty  The  word  coquetry  expresses  m- 
is  the  most  admirable  which  a  wo-  exactly  and  insufficiently  the  atti- 
man  can  possess.  Where  the  right  tude  of  the  Frenchwoman  at  her 
of  criticism  comes  in  is  in  the  ex-  fireside:  there  is  as  much  of  pure 
amination  of  the  means  by  which  nature  in  it  as  there  is  of  art ;  and, 
she  pleases:  there  we  have  our  full  furthermore,  the  word  coquetry  needs 
privilege  of  commentary.  Those  interpretation.  To  most  of  us  it 
means  are  open  to  discussion  by  all  conveys  the  idea  of  the  direct  pur- 
Europe,  on  the  one  condition  that  suit  of  admiration  or  of  love,  and  of 
we  state  them  truly.  And  such  a  the  calculated  handling  of  all  the 
discussion  is  particularly  in  its  place  artifices  which  may  seem  to  servo 
here ;  for  the  manners  of  a  country  that  object.  That  is  the  meaning 
offer  no  element  more  important  we  should  find  in  dictionaries,  and 
than  the  composition  of  the  measures  it  is  the  right  one  to  apply  to  the 
which  women  employ  in  order  to  majority.  But  to  those  who  have 
maintain  their  influence  and  hold  tunnelled  through  the  coquetry  of 
their  ground.  certain  Frenchwomen,  and  have 
No  one  who  has  any  knowledge  closely  examined  its  geology,  the 
of  the  form  which  modern  life  word  becomes  susceptible  of  a  far 
assumes  will  dispute  the  fact  that,  higher  sense ;  for  it  then  comes  out 
in  all  European  countries,  men  go  that,  in  not  unfrequent  examples,  it 
less  and  less  into  society,  and  seek  implies  the  defence  of  general  rights 
their  satisfactions  more  and  more  and  privileges,  rather  than  the  de- 
away  from  drawing-rooms.  This  is  sire  of  personal  successes.  It  is  for 
as  true  of  England  as  it  is  of  France ;  this,  in  a  considerable  degree,  that 
but  French  women  struggle  more  many  Frenchwomen  wilfully  attract, 
resolutely  than  ours  do  against  the  that  they  persistently  seek  to  charm, 
growing  danger.  They  sec  instinct-  For  them  victory  lies  in  winning 
ively  that  if  it  goes  on  developing  men  away  from  other  allurements, 
as  it  has  done  during  the  last  twenty  in  reconstituting  what  was  once 
years,  there  will  come,  some  day,  a  society,  in  reasserting  the  undisputed 
thorough  dislocation  of  the  bond  supremacy  of  their  sex  as  the  true 
which,  until  new  temptations  rose,  source  of  joy.  When  this  is  the 
held  women  and  men  together  in  prize  of  the  strife,  the  coquetry  of 
the  pursuit  of  mutual  enjoyment.  Frenchwomen  becomes  impersonal; 
With  the  practical  judgment  which  their  blandishments  are  not  intend- 
is  one  of  their  high  merits,  many  ed  to  vanquish  you  for  themselves, 
of  them  have  set  to  work  to  fight  but  to  drag  you  to  a  system  which 
against  outside  competition.  They  they  essentially  represent,  to  a  the- 
have  not  contented  themselves  with  ory  of  which  they  are  the  incar- 
lifting  up  their  hands  and  mourning  nation.     If  we  admit  such  a  point 
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of  view  as  this — and  in  many  cases  every  bow  is  critically  measured 
it  is  the  right  one — coquetry  be-  according  to  the  person  to  whom  it 
comes  a  merit,  seductive  wiles  as-  is  addressed,  and  the  effect  which  it 
sume  the  character  of  honest  combat,  is  intended  to  produce.  From  the 
insidious  temptations  acquire  the  low,  slow/  sweeping  curtsey  with, 
aspect  of  justifiable  homicide.  It  is  which,  on  a  first  introduction,  she 
not  so  always :  the  mass  seek  simply  salutes  a  woman  of  high  rank, 
to  draw  homage  to  themselves,  with-  through  the  long,  delicately-gradu- 
out  caring  one  atom  about  the  roy-  ated  scale  of  forms  of  recognition, 
alty  of  their  sex.  But  for  either  down  to  the  familiar  nod  and  ex- 
category,  especially  for  the  latter,  tended  hand  with  which,  without 
the  position  is  surrounded  by  grave  rising  from  her  sofa -corner,  she 
dangers.  Frenchwomen  are  too  often  greets  her  male  friends,  each  move- 
fingering  two-edged  swords,  they  are  ment  implies  a  thought,  each  varia- 
too  often  risking  their  fluttering  tion  telegraphs  a  meaning,  each  shade 
wings  against  the  flame  they  fan ;  suggests  the  nature  of  the  reply 
and  even  if  the  heart  remains  unat-  which  she  expects.  The  way  in 
tacked,  even  if  duty  or  pre-exist-  which  the  proffered  hand  is  held 
ing  love  should  cover  it  with  an  tells  you  unmistakably  whether  you 
impenetrable  breastplate,  vanity  at  ought  to  respectfully  press  it  or  to 
all  events  has  no  defence,  and  takes  reverently  kiss  it;  the  fashion  in 
naturally  to  itself  the  glory  of  every  which  the  head  turns  towards  you 
triumph  gained,  even  if  it  be  for  the  as  you  come  in,  the  quantity  and 
common  cause.  These  perils  are  the  quality  of  the  smile,  say,  as 
manifestly  grave,  but  the  conscious-  distinctly  as  if  it  were  printed  in 
ness  of  their  existence  sits  lightly  large  letters,  "Tell  me  I  am  charm- 
enough  on  natures  which  are  accus-  ing,"  or,  "  I  don't  care  what  you 
tomed  to  them.  Frenchwomen  do  think,"  or  anything  between  these 
not  admit  that,  at  the  best,  their  two  extremes.  The  underlying  wish 
lives  are  often  passed  in  narrow  can  be  expressed,  "the  secret  object 
escapes  :  they  are  blinded  by  long  can  be  shown,  the  exact  degree  of 
habit.  In  one  sense  it  is  as  well  permitted  intimacy  can  be  indicated 
that  this  should  be  so,  for  they  could  — all  by  manner.  In  their  mastery 
not  possibly  attain  the  brilliant  of  this  unfathomable  science,  French- 
temerity  which  they  exhibit  if  the  women  possess  a  power  which 
neighbouring  precipice  were  always  scarcely  any  other  than  themselves 
before  their  eyes.  As  for  vanity,  can  even  comprehend.  They  well 
most  of  them  rather  like  it ;  they  know  the  strength  it  gives  them,  and 
take  it  as  a  recompense  for  their  they  mature  it  with  the  profoundest 
labour,  as  a  solace  for  their  devotion  care.  It  would,  however,  be  a  great 
to  a  cause ;  they  have  their  own  error  to  suppose  that  this  power  is 
approval,  and  that  comforts  them,  all  acquired — that  it  is  nothing  but  a 
The  same  might  be  said  of  other  fruit  of  long-studied,  well-developed 
women  besides  the  French.  coquetry :  the  better  sort  of  French- 
But  where  the  real  femme  du  woman  is  born  to  it,  it  comes  to  her 
monde  is  unrivalled  outside  France  with  her  mother's  milk,  it  is  in  her 
is  in  the  admirable  dexterity,  the  nature — all  she  does  is  to  reinforce 
catlike  grace,  the  consummate  in-  it  by  the  arts  and  aids  which  ex- 
telligence  writh  which  she  wields  perience  successively  places  at  her 
her  arms.  Concentrated  in  her  disposal.  The  rapid  play  of  physi- 
u manners"  all  the  varied  elements  ognomy,  the  trembling  of  the  eye- 
of    her    coquetry   come    out.      Her  brows   and   of  the  corners    of   the 
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mouth,  the  twisting  of  the  shoul-  tended  that  they  are  all  born  with 
ders,  the  nervous  oratory  of  the  the  tone  they  reach.  Many  of  thein 
fingers,  the  suggestive  movements  of  must  bo  so,  for  we  see  amongst  them 
the  feet,  all  these  forms  of  speech —  such  admirable  types  that  they  can 
for  such  they  are — belong  to  her  by  only  be  explained  by  indwelling 
Vight  of  birth ;  she  does  but  regu-  tendencies  and  natural  dispositions : 
late  their  expression.  With  such  but  the  greater  part  of  them  pick  up, 
infinite  and  varied  language  at  her  by  nothing  but  contact  and  adap- 
disposal  she  is  not  obliged  to  open  tation,  the  external  characteristics 
her  lips  to  speak :  ideas  and  senti-  which  generally  belong  to  their 
ments  and  desires  pour  out  of  her  superiors.  Of  course  they  do  not 
without  words ;  her  manner  is  half  climb  beyond  conventionalities  of 
her  eloquence.  mere  form — they  do  not  attain  to 
But  they  aro  not  all  like  this.  As  the  supreme  subtleties  which  arc 
with  most  other  products  they  have  found  only  on  the  topmost  round 
their  categories,  their  classes,  their  of  the  high  ladder  which  leads  to 
degrees.  Thus  far  we  have  looked  perfection  as  it  is  understood  in 
only  at  the  highest  types,  at  the  most  Franco;  but  they  scramblo  to  an 
perfected  examples ;  below  them  altitude  which  suffices  amply  to 
stretch  away  vast  areas  of  decreas-  enable  them  to  please  us ;  they 
ing  skill,  of  lessening  charm,  ending  show  us  what  can  be  done  by  copy- 
in  the  bottom  strata,  with  the  worst  ing,  and  they  seem  thereby  to  prove 
form  of  contrary  development  that,  amongst  their  countrywomen, 
Awkwardness,  stupidity,  and  vul-  absence  of  reasonably  good  manners 
garity  can  be  found  in  France  in  should  rather  bo  attributed  to  a  per- 
tons :  those  unattractive  attributes  sonal  incapacity  for  appreciating 
exist  there  in  lamentable  ahund-  them  than  to  any  absolute  impos- 
ancc;  but  it  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  sibility  of  acquiring  them.  This 
country  that  they  do  not  necessarily  explanation,  if  it  bo  a  right  one, 
depend  on  rank,  or  even  on  educa-  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  there 
tion ;  they  appear  to  be  as  instinc-  may  almost  bo  a  sort  of  preference 
tive  in  their  victims  as  are  the  bril-  for  vulgarity  in  certain  minds,  and 
liant  properties  wo  have  been  that  its  existence  is  a  consequence 
roughly  sketching  in  the  luckier  of  free  election  rather  than  of  incu- 
individuals  who  possess  them.  Man-  rable  deticiencios.  However  cxtra- 
ner  can  bo  to  a  great  extent  acquired :  vagant  such  a  proposition  may  look 
it  may  be  copied,  it  may  be  strug-  at  first,  there  is  probably  some  truth 
gled  for,  it  may  be  put  on  as  if  it  in  it ;  for,  otherwise,  it  would  bo 
were  a  dress ;  but  to  bo  absolutely  difficult  to  explain  how  it  is  that, 
complete  in  its  working  out  it  must  with  all  the  means  of  improvement 
be  innate  in  its  origin.  And  yet,  which  are  at  their  disposal,  thero 
true  as  this  may  be,  the  French  en-  should  be  so  many  vulgar  women  in 
joy  a  singular  facility,  so  proper  to  France,  and  especially,  why  they 
themselves  that  it  may  be  regarded  should  carry  their  vulgarity  to  the 
as  a  monopoly,  which  enables  them  prodigious  pitch  they  often  reach, 
to  partially  compensate  for  indigen-  It  is  possible  that  the  very  exces- 
ous  insufficiency.  They  have  the  siveness  of  their  national  capacity  in 
faculty  of  imitation.  To  take  one  one  direction  provokes  a  violent  re- 
examplc  which  is  familiar  to  us  all,  coil  the  other  way  if  that  capacity  is 
what  can  be  more  striking  than  the  not  wisely  guided ;  and  that  the  same 
manners  of  the  Paris  shop-girls  as  feline  ways,  tho  same  ardent  dc- 
a  whole  ?     It  cannot  surely  be  pre-  monstrativeness,  which  aid  a  French 
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lad j  to  compose  her  mlnm-ablc.  man-  pause  it  is  not  evident  to  the  eye. 
ner,  are  distorted  into  exaggerated  The  woman,  often  half  unconsciously, 
coarseness  in  cases  where  the  scnti-  conveys  to  the  man  the  notion  that 
ment  of  their  tight  uses  does  not  it  would  bo  agreeable  to  her  to  be 
exist  This  does  not  tell  ns,  how-  made  hive  to,  partly  as  a  pastime, 
ever,  why  that  sentiment  should  be  partly  ad  a  homage  which  is  due  to 
absent  in  some  natures  and  present  her :  the  man  know*,  nineteen  times 
•in  others  ;  but  as  we  aro  not  likely  out  of  twenty,  that  he  will  bo  for- 
to  be  able  to  find  any  answer  to  gotten  directly  his  kick  is  t uracil, 
such  a  question,  wo  had  better  pru-  and  that  some  one  vise  will  take  his 
dently  leave  it  alone;  it  is  beyond  place  with  identically  the  same  ro- 
our  ken.  suit ;  but  that  certainty  does  not 
Between  those  two  extremes  lie  prevent  his  doing  what  is  moro  or 
the  average  women  of  France.  They  less  expected  from  him  during  the 
are  generally  n^TceLible,  sometimes  quarter  of  an  hour  he  is  there.  So 
rather  manierirs  and  pretentious,  the  two  go  on,  for  no  harm's  sake 
sometimes  very  simple  and  un-  at  all,  and  a  week  afterwards  one 
affected,  rarely  shy  or  timid.  A  says  that  Monsieur  X  is  an  agree- 
total  self-posses  ion.  a  calm  indifFer-  able  man,  and  the  other  that  Madame 
once  which  looks  as  if  it  sprang  Z  is  a  charming  woman.  Within 
from  long  experience  of  the  world,  limits  such  as  these— and  in  the 
but  which,  ordinarily,  is  produced  immense  majority  of  eases  this  is  all 
solely  by  the  habit  'if  other  people  which  happens — the  French  system 
which  they  acquire  in  childhood,  are  has  great  merits:  it  stimulates  grace 
their  great  features.  They  go  in  and  of  language,  it.  provokes,  expression, 
out  of  a  crowded  room,  they  re-  it  brings  i.nt  courtesy  and  good 
ceive  a  dozen  strangers,  they  talk,  manners,  and  it  offers  a  powerful 
they  laugh,  with  an  appearance  of  antidote  to  the  poisons  which  are 
unconsciousness  which  renders  it  working  on  most  men's  minds  from 
difficult  to  suppose  that  they  are  the  opposite  direction, 
coquetting;  and  yet  a  vast  number  The  measures  employed  to  attain 
of  them  are  acting  on  a  tiny  scale,  these  ends  have  been  alluded  to 
though  without  any  special  object  already  in  general  terms;  we  will 
beyond  a  vague  desire  to  please,  now  try  to  specify  some  of  them 
The  necessity  of  attracting  is  in  the  more  exactly,  so  as  to  see  as  clearly 
Gallic  blood:  it  may  lie  controlled  as  a  few  examples  will  permit,  how 
by  the  deep  sentiment  of  one  ab-  French  inrinnersareeomposod.  Here, 
sorbingduty;  it  may  bo  temporarily  however,  we  must  cease  to  talk  of 
suppressed  by  other  more  urgent  women  by  themselves — we  must 
needs;  it  may  be  modified  in  its  look  at  men  as  well,  for,  though 
expression  by  the  thousand  acci-  their  side  of  the  subject  is  less  at- 
dents  of  position  :  but  it  is  at  the  tractive,  it  makes  up  half  the  whole, 
bottom  of  all  Ftvneliwijinen's  hearts,  Anil  we  must  descend  into  certain 
though  it  comes  out  in  so  many  trivial  details,  into  trifling  forms 
varied  forms  that  it  is  not  always  and  liabits,  otherwise  the  sketch 
easy  to  recognise  it  s  presence.  There  would  give  outline  without  shad- 
is  something  which  strangely  influ-  ing.  It  may  seem  useless  or  absurd 
enecs  men  in  the  idea  that  almost  to  gravely  stale  thai,  at.  a  dinner- 
cvery  woman  they  meet  wishes  to  parly,  the  lady  of  the  house  is  tha 
make  them  like  her ;  there  is  an  un-  first  to  leave  the  drawing-room  and 
soon  flattery  in  such  a  thought,  but  heads  the  procession  to  the  table: 
its  action  is  none  the  less   real  he-  but  even  ia  such  a  fact  as  that  there 
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is  a  meaning ;  for  it  shows  that,  in  not  know,  they  rarely  attempt  to 
French  eyes,  she  is  on  her  own  profit  by  the  familiarities  which 
ground,  and  therefore  merits  the  the  modern  system  of  life  permits 
homage  which  is  due  to  every  amongst  people  who  meet  on  a  foot- 
woman  in  her  right  place.  The  ing  of  recognised  equality.  On 
husband,  on  the  contrary,  comes  both  sides  there  is  a  sentiment  of 
last,  because,  as  a  man,  his  duty  is  measure  and  propriety  which  is  not 
to  yield  precedence  to  everybody  ho  often  forgotten  ;  the  result  is,  that? 
receives.  When  dinner  is  finished  cigars  authorise  no  licence,  that 
every  one  returns  in  the  self-same  natural  abandon  produces  no  dis- 
order, arm  in  arm,  the  mistress  and  respect  The  material  attitudes  of 
her  cavalier  first ;  the  husband  and  the  men  prove  this :  there  is  no 
his  companion  bring  up  the  rear,  lolling  about,  no  carelessness  of 
And  why  do  all  come  back  at  once  position,  no  neglect  of  the  obser- 
straight  into  the  drawing-room  ?  vances  which  are  habitually  prac- 
Why  is  there  no  separation  of  the  tised  in  the  presence  of  women. 
sexes,  no  division  into  male  and  And  yet  there  is  but  little  ceremony 
female  talk?  Because  the  women  in  our  meaning  of  the  word.  The 
will  not  have  it;  the  men  obey  people  do  not  sit  straight,  they  do 
them,  not  unwillingly,  indeed,  but  not  forbid  themselves  to  more, 
because  they  find  it  plcasanter.  In  immobility  is  not  supposed  to  be 
many  houses,  especially  in  Paris,  comme  il  faut — quite  the  contrary  ; 
even  the  excuse  of  smoking  is  not  there  is  a  perpetual  shifting  of  the 
allowed  to  divide  the  guests ;  cigars  body,  especially  of  the  arms  and 
are  lighted  in  the  drawing-room —  legs — a  constant  adaptation  of 
the  very  women  offer  matches,  so  physical  action  to  the  ideas  which 
determined  arc  they  that  men  shall  are  being  expressed — an  unceasing 
not  abandon  them.  And,  after  all  working  of  the  features.  All  this 
this  is  right  in  principle :  the  ob-  gives  singular  animation  to  French 
jection  to  tobacco  is  only  personal ;  society,  but  it  is  all  regulated  by 
and  whenever  its  smell  is  not  in-  the  unwritten  code  which  fixes 
supportable  to  themselves,  women  "manners."  The  absence  of  self- 
show  sound  wisdom  in  suppressing  imposed  restraint  creates  a  freedom 
the  purely  theoretical  objection  of  which  we  have  no  idea ;  but  the 
that  a  drawing-room  is  not  a  place  presence  of  courtesies  which  no  one 
to  smoke  in.  But  whatever  be  the  would  be  permitted  to  neglect, 
concessions  which  she  makes  in  maintains  a  politeness  which  we 
order  to  fulfil  her  first  duty  of  but  rarely  attain.  Who  ever  saw 
keeping  society  together,  no  French-  a  wooden  Frenchwoman  ?  She  may 
woman  who  respects  herself  will  sometimes  be  ungainly,  but  she  is 
permit  concessions  to  degenerate  always  thoroughly  alive.  Even  her 
into  liberty.  No  Frenchman  will  affectations  do  not  become  namby- 
dream  of  showing  less  deference  pamby ;  the  sentiment  of  vitality  is 
to  the  women  round  him,  or  of  all  over  her,  it  leaps  out  in  every- 
less  strictly  observing  forms,  be-  thing  she  docs ;  but  with  all  her 
cause  he  is  allowed  to  smoke  in  the  vehemence  of  movement  she  never 
company  of  diamonds  and  white  forgets  that  she  is  a  woman,  and 
dresses.  Tn  questions  of  this  sort  never  fails  to  exact  what  is  due  to 
the  French  show  remarkable  tact  her  as  a  woman. 
Impertinent  and  cntreprcna nU  (there  There  are,  however,  many  details 
is  no  English  word  for  that)  as  they  of  life,  or  rather  of  customs,  in 
often  are  with  women  that  they  do  which  feminine  action  is  not  spe- 
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cially  expressed.  Such  are,  for  to  the  ceremony,  then  the  wordirg 
instance,  amongst  others,  the  an-  is:  UM.  A.,  Madame  B.,"  and  all 
nounccments  of  deaths  and  mar-  the  others,  "  have  the  honour  to  in- 
riages.  In  these  there  is  no  distinc-  foim  you  of  the  painful  loss  which 
tion  of  the  sexes.  The  circulars  they  have  sustained  in  the  person 
which  are  sent  round  to  all  ac-  of  M.  N.,  who  died  on  the  11th 
quaintances  (newspaper  advertise-  instant,"  &c;  "  their  son,  husband, 
ments  are  not  employed  in  France  father,  brother,"  and  so  on.  Births 
for  such  ends  as  these)  contain,  in  used  to  be  notified  in  an  analogous 
one  case,  the  names  of  the  father  way,  but  the  practice  has  died  out 
and  mother,  if  they  be  alive,  and  during  the  last  thirty  years,  and  no 
in  the  other,  those  of  all  relations,  to  notice  is  now  given  of  the  arrival  of 
the  third  degree.  A  billet  de  /aire  new  children.  Most  people  attend 
part,  as  these  documents  are  called,  the  weddings  to  which  -  they  are 
is  couched  in  invariable  language,  convoked;  everybody  goes  to  fune- 
whatever  be  the  position  of  the  rals ;  nothing  is  allowed  to  stand  in 
senders.  For  a  marriage  it  always  the  way  of  the  latter  duty,  which  is 
says,  in  inverted  duplicate — uMon-  considered  absolutely  sacred,  as  be- 
sicur  and  Madame  A.  have  the  hon-  ing  the  last  sign  of  sympathy  you 
our  to  inform  you  of  the  marriage  can  offer.  This  is  why  French 
of  their  son,  M.  Charles  A.,  with  funerals  present  such  long  proces- 
Mademoisellc  Julie  B."  And,  in  sions ;  why  several  hundred  people 
another  sheet  —  u  Monsieur  and  may  often  be  seen  marching  bare- 
Madame  B.  have  the  honour  to  in-  headed  behind  a  hearse,  to  church 
fonn  you  of  the  marriage  of  their  or  to  the  cemetery.  It  is  a  touching 
daughter,  Mademoiselle  Julie  B.,  custom,  and  everybody  joins  in  mo- 
with  M.  Charles  A."  If  you  are  mentarily  with  its  object,  by  un- 
invited to  the  wedding,  the  two  covering  as  the  coffin  passes.  All 
printed  notes  contain  the  additional  these  wings,  however  unimportant 
sentence — "  and  beg  you  to  be  pre-  in  themselves,  are  signs  not  only  of 
sent  at  the  nuptial  benediction,  habit  but  of  feeling.  They  show 
which  will  be  given  to  them  in  such  how  much  the  French  associate 
a  church  on  such  a  day."  For  a  themselves,  externally  at  least,  *  ith 
funeral  the  shape  is  different ;  the  each  other's  joys  and  sorrows ;  bow 
billet  is  in  this  form:  "You  are  beg-  every  opportunity  of  demonstration 
ged  to  be  present  at  the  funeral-  is  seized  upon  and  utilised ;  how  the 
service  and  burial  of  M.  N.,  who  manners  of  the  nation  reflect  the 
died  on  the  9th  instant,  at  the  age  sentiments  which  guide  it,  or  which, 
of  fifty  years,  after  receiving  the  at  least,  are  supposed  to  guide  it 
sacraments  of  the  Church,  which  The  organisation  of  balls,  visits, 
will  take  place  on  the  11th  instant,  and     receptions    is    materially  the 

in   the  church  of ,  bis  parish,  same    in  France  as  in  other  Euro- 

at  eleven  o'clock  precisely.  From  pean  countries;  the  form  of  invita- 
M.  A.,  Madame  B.,"  and  60  on  dons  is  the  same,  but  answers  to 
through  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  them  are  somewhat  differently  coin- 
names,  as  the  case  may  be,  "  his  posed.  The  formula  usually  adopt- 
f ather,  mother,  wife,  children,  ed  in  reply  to  an  offered  dinner  is 
brothers,  sisters,  uncles,  aunts,  UM.  A.  remercio  Monsieur  et 
nephews,  nieces,  cousins,  second  Madame  B.  de  leur  gracieuse  invi- 
cousins,"  and  various  other  forms  of  tation,  et  aura  l'honneur  de  sV 
connection.  If  it  be  a  notification  rendre."  And  here,  last  the  little 
of  the  death,  without  an  invitation  detail  should  pass  unobserved,  it  is 
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necessary  to  draw  attention  to  the  how  this  rule  grew  up ;  but  the 
fact  that  A.,  in  speaking  of  himself,  explanation  should  not  be  limited 
writes  u  M. ;"  while  in  mentioning  to  that  one  cause.  Sociablcness  is 
B.  and  his  wife  he  says,  "  Monsieur  quite  as  real  a  necessity  for  them  as 
et  Madame,"  at  full  length.  This  chatter  is,  and  the  first  condition  of 
distinction  is  invariably  employed  its  practice  is  that  all  needless  bar- 
by  men  ;  it  is  a  necessary  courtesy,  riers  should  be  suppressed  between 
Women,  on  the  contrary,  always  persons  of  the  same  society ;  so,  for 
describe  themselves  as  "  Madame,1'  this  reason  too,  liberty  of  acquaint- 
without  abbreviation.  That  is  a  ance  has  been  adopted  indoors.  Its 
woman's  right ;  it  indicates  that  her  effect  on  manners,  strictly  so  called, 
sex  puts  her  in  a  position  of  supe-  is  to  polish  them  still  further ;  for 
riority;  that  she  hr,s  to  receive  though  you  have  the  indisputable 
honours,  not  to  offer  them.  right  to  begin  a  conversation  with 
One  of  the  highest  merits  of  the  a  lady  next  to  you  whom  you  have 
French  system  of  manners  is,  that  never  seen  before,  you  can  only  do 
it  tacitly  lays  down  tho  principle  so  on  condition  of  employing  all  tho 
that  all  persons  meeting  in  the  same  most  respectful  shades  of  attitude 
house  know  each  other  without  the  and  language :  you  cannot  jump 
formality  of  introduction.  Any  into  intimacy  with  her,  and  can 
man  may  ask  any  girl  to  dance,  or  only  profit  by  her  presence  provided 
speak  to  anybody  at  a  private  party,  you  show  yourself  to  bo  well  worthy 
This  in  no  way  extends  to  public  of  it.  Between  men  these  obliga- 
gatherings,  where  the  guarantee  of  tions  are  naturally  less  strict,  though 
supposed  equality  which  results  they  continue  to  exist  in  a  great 
from  the  fact  of  knowing  the  same  degree,  and  involve  the  use  of  cour- 
host  does  not  exist.  But  in  draw-  teous  forms  and  of  much  more  core- 
ing-rooms  the  rule  is  absolute ;  mony  than  is  necessary  between 
everybody  may  talk  to  everybody,  previous  friends.  The  principle 
This  is  an  intelligent  and  most  which  temporarily  equalises  ail  the 
practical  custom  :  it  facilitates  con-  people  who  are  united  under  the 
vcrsation ;  it  dispels  all  awkward-  same  roof  has  other  applications 
ness  towards  your  neighbour;  it  besides  this  one.  It  is  a  conso- 
melts  cold  natures;  it  makes  it  pos-  quence  of  the  self-same  theory 
sible  to  pass  a  pleasant  hour  in  a  which'  obliges  men  to  raise  their 
house  where  you  do  not  know  a  hats  when  they  enter  a  railway 
soul ;  it  gives  a  look  of  warmth  carriage,  or  an  omnibus,  or  a  wait- 
and  unity  to  a  room.  No  one  is  ing-room,  or  a  shop,  or  any  covered 
obliged  to  sit  gloomily  and  in  silence  place  where  they  find  other  people, 
between  two  repelling  strangers.  If  It  is  tho  samo  feeling  which  leads 
you  want  to  speak  you  are  sure  them  to  bow  respectfully  to  every 
of  a  listener.  Of  course  people  lady  they  may  encounter  upon  a 
are  often  regularly  introduced  to  staircase ;  and  if  she  does  not  ro- 
each  other  by  tho  master  or  the  turn  tho  courtesy,  you  may  be  sure 
mistress,  especially  at  dinner-par-  from  that  single  fact  she  is  not  a 
ties ;  but  in  those  cases  the  object  Frenchwoman.  These  act<,  and 
is  to  put  a  name  upon  them,  not  others  like  them,  are  very  civilising; 
to  authorise  them  to  converse ;  for  they  add  much  grace  to  life ;  they 
that  act  no  permission  is  required,  induce  external  consideration  and 
The  French  have  such  a  need  of  respect  for  others;  the  style  in 
talk,  and,  generally,  they  talk  so  which  they  are  executed  gives  you 
well,  that  it  is  easy  to  understand  an  instantaneous  and  generally  cor- 


1872.]                                          Nh.   Y.— Manner*.  4S1 

rect  idea  of  the  entire  manners  of  of  the  spine  shall  he  attained  con- 
the  performer.  This  brings  us  to  currently  with  the  greatest  distance 
that  infinitely  grave  question  —  a  of  the  hat  A  slight  respectful 
Frenchman's  bow,  smile  is  contemporaneously  por- 
There  are  many  theories  on  this  mi  t  ted  to  flicker  furtively  about 
deep  subject ;  there  have  been  many  the  corners  of  the  mouth.  Then 
professors  of  the  noble  science  of  the  hat  conies  slowly  sweeping  back 
salutation;  there  arc,  even  in  these  again,  its  inward  motion  presenting 
degenerate  days,  differences  of  opin-  the  exact  inverse  of  its  outward 
ion  as  to  the  exact  nature  and  journey  ;  the  bock  grows  straight 
ordination  of  the  movements  which  once  more,  the  smile  disappears,  the 
compose  a  how;  but  the  generally  hat  resumes  ltd  aims  turned  place, 
adopted  practice  i  >f  the  best  modern  the  bow  is  over,  the  face  grows 
school  is  after  this  wise.  When  grave,  and  you,  the  author  of  that 
you  meet  a  lady  that  you  know,  noble  act,  murmur  within  yourself, 
you  begin,  four  yards  oil,  by  calmly  "I  think  I  did  that  rather  well." 
raising  your  outside  arm,  "right  or  But,  if  the  lady  should  stop  to 
left,  as  the  case  may  be.  There  must  speak  to  you  (she  alone  can  dcter- 
be  no  precipitation  in  the  movement  mine  whether  conversation  shall 
and  the  arm  must  be  maintained  at  tube  place  out  of  doors),  you  remain 
ii  certain  distance  from  the  body,  bareheaded  ;  the  arm  is  slowly 
with  a  sort  of  roundness  in  its  curve  dropped  lill  the  now  forgotten  bat 
and  motion  ;  that  is,  it  must  not  hangs  vacantly  against  the  knee  ; 
come  up  too  direct  and  especially  the  buck  continues  somewhat  bent  ; 
not  too  fast  When  the  hand  »r-  and  when  the  talk  is  over — when, 
rives  at  the  level  of  the  hat  rim,  it  with  a  half-curtsey  and  an  inclina- 
must  seize  it  lightly,  slightly,  with  tion  of  the  bead,  the  lady  trips 
about  half  the  length  of  the  tinkers,  away — the  hending  of  the  body 
it  must  slowly  lift  the  hat,  and  becomes  profound,  the  hat  starts 
slowly  carry  it  out  in  air  to  the  off  onco  more  to  the  full  distance 
fullest  length  of  the  gradually -ex-  which  the  arm  can  cover,  but  at  a 
tended  straightened  arm  ;  hut  not  rather  lower  altitude  than  before, 
in  front,  it  must  go  out  sideways,  it  executes  a  majestic,  radiating 
horizontally  from  the  chest,  and  on  sweep  UwusjH  space,  ana  then  goes 
a  level  with  the  .'boulder;  this  part  on  to  the  hair,  and  all  is  over. 
of  the  operation  must  last  several  Written  description  renders  the 
seconds.  Simultaneously  the  hat  whole  process  somewhat  absurd, 
must  be  turned  over,  by  a  calculated,  but  the  impression  is  very  different 
gradual  movement,  in  exact  propor.  when  the  net  itself  is  contemplated, 
tion  with  the  progress  of  its  passage  Modern  manners  offer  scarcely  any 
through'  the  atmosphere,  so  that,  form  of  deference  so  grand,  so 
starting  perpendicularly  with  the  thorough,  so  striking  in  ifs  effect, 
crown  upwards,  it  may  describe  a  as  a  really  well -executed  bow, 
complete  semicircle  on  its  road,  and  Kiudish  people  are  rarely  able  to 
reach  the  extreme  limit  of  its  dis-  JtMgC  it  rightly,  for  their  notions 
Unce  at  the  precise  instant  when  it  and  practices  on  the  subject  take  so 
has  become  upside  down,  and  the  different  a  form  that  the  French- 
lining  gazes  at  the  skies.  At  the  man  seems  to  them  to  ridiculously 
instant  whon  the  bat  is  lifted  from  exaggerate  when  he  superbly  waves 
the  head,  the  body  begins  to  slightly  his  hat  all  round  him  ;  but,  on  the 
bend,  the  inflection  being  so  organ-  other  hand,  tho  British  fashion  of 
ised  that  the  full  extent  of  curving  salute  is  miserable  and  contemptible 
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in  Gallic  eyes,   and  is,    especially,  that  any  one  is  looking  at  them,  and 
utterly  inexpressive  of  the  courtesy  indifferent  if  they  know  it.     From 
and  the  homage  which  men  ought  these  early  habits  they  grow  up  to 
to    manifest    towards  women.      In  regard  all   ordinary    movements  as 
France  the  very  boys  know  how  to  being  permissible  in  public.     This  is 
bow ;    and   though   the   nation    ex-  why  a  Frenchwoman  takes  off  her 
hibits  every  sort  of  degree  of  capa-  bonnet  and  smooths  her  hair  before 
city  in  the  matter,  from  the  highest  the  glass  in  a  railway  waiting-room 
to  the  lowest,  the  dogma  that  bow-  or  a  restaurant,    or    regulates  her 
ing  is  a  really  important  function  skirts,  or  puts  in  order  her  baby's 
is  believed  in  almost  everywhere.  inmost  clothes  before  fifty  people. 
The  children  'are  generally  well-  In  her  eyes  all  such  things  are  bo 
mannered  ;   they  aro  seldom  rough  natural,   so  matter  of  course,  that 
or  boisterous  ;  their  almost  constant  she  has  no  kind  of  motive  for  making 
contact  with  their  mothers  and  their  any  fuss  about  them ;  she  does  them 
mother's  friends  gives  them,  from  just  as  if  she  were  at  home, — and  she 
their  babyhood,  a  glimmering  of  the  is  right.      The   advantage  of   being 
sort  of    voice   and    attitude  which  educated  with  views  of  this  sort  is 
ought  to  be  adopted  before  strangers,  immense ;  the  views  themselves  are 
There  are  exceptions  in  any  quan-  wise  and  practical,  and  their  rcalisa- 
tity  ;    vulgar  parents  usually  make  tion  has  a  marked  effect  on  the  do- 
vulgar  offspring,   but  the    mass  of  velopment  of  simplicity  and  natural- 
boys    and    girls  —  particularly    the  ness  in  manners, 
latter — are  fairly  well-behaved,  and  As  for  the  indoor  tone  of  families — 
do  not  show  loutishncss  or  stupidity  that  is  to  say,  the  behaviour  of  their 
when  spoken  to.     One  of  the  great  members  towards  each  other — it  is 
causes  of  the  ease  with  which,  as  a  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  it  varies 
whole,  the  French  act  towards  each  in  France  as  it  does  everywhere  else 
other,  lies  in  this  early  training.     A  with  their  social  position  and  with 
boy  of  ten  knows  perfectly  that  if  the    quantity    of    affection    which 
his  father  meets  a  lady  in  the  street,  unites  them.     No  law  can  be  laid 
and  stops  to  speak  to  her,  his  own  down  in   such  a  case,    no  general 
duty  is  to  take  his  hat  off  and  to  principle  can  apply  to  the  infinite 
stand  bareheaded,     lie  knows  that  shades    of     conduct    which    exist 
it  would  be  rude  to  shake  hands  amongst    thirty  -  eight    millions    of 
with  anybody,  man  or  woman,  with-  people.     As  a  rule,  the  love  of  home 
out    uncovering ;    his   mother  tells  is  universal    amongst    the   French, 
him,  his  father  sets  him  the  example,  and  it  provokes  a  good  deal  of  har- 
so  it  seems  quite  natural  to  him ;  mony  and  relative  gentleness  ;  but 
he  does  it  simply,  without  mauraise  that  is  all   that  can  be  said  with 
honte.     In  the  same  way  he  learns  truth.      To    pretend    that,     as    an 
to  be  cool  and  self-collected  even  if  entire  nation,  they  exhibit  delicacy, 
anything  occurs  which  draws  atten-  courtesy,    and    politeness    towards 
tion  to  him  in  a  crowd.     If  he  drops  each  other,  in  their  intimate  rela- 
his  book  at  church  and  has  to  leave  tions,    would    be  an    evident    and 
his  place  to  pick  it  up,  ho  does  not  needless  exaggeration ;  but  to  recog- 
blush — he  sees  no  reason  why  ho  nisc  that  the  prevalence  of  warm 
should.     The  girls  do  not  giggle  and  attachment  between  persons  of  the 
look  foolish  if  their  hair  comes  down  same  kin  induces  consideration  for 
or  their  hat  falls  off;  they  rearrange  each  other,  and  consequently  softens 
themselves  with    perfect  calm  and  the  average  of  manners,  is  reason- 
self  -  possession,  utterly  unconscious  able  and  just      The    French    are 
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essentially  a  loving  race;  they  are  be  folly  to  attempt  to    define,  by 
emotional    and     demonstrative:     it  verbal    description,     the     thousand 
would  be  therefore  contrary  to  the  trifles  which   compose  this   element 
probabilities  which  result  from  those  of    manners :    it  cannot  be    passed 
two  facts  if  they  were  found,  to  be  over  without  allusion,  but  no  attempt 
hard  and  harsh,  or  even  negligent,  in  to  deal  with  it  in  writing  could  pos- 
thcir    home    attitude.     Their    usual  sibly  succeed. 
disposition  is  to  seek  to  give  plea-       It  is  more  easy  to  say  that,  as  a 
sure,  and  they  manifest  the  desire,  rule,  the  French  do  not  dress  reg- 
wherever  it  exists,  by  tenderness  of  ularly  for  dinner  as  we  do;    that 
form,  by  exactness  of  attention,  by  pleasant  habit  is  limited  to  a  very 
mutual  forbearance.     There  is  much  few    houses.     Notwithstanding    the 
respect  towards  parents,   much  ex-  great  and  sudden  increase  of  wealth 
pansion  towards  old  friends,  much  during  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
sympathy  in  joy  and  sorrow.     The  the  consequent  large   augmentation 
sterling  old  British  theory  that  the  of  the  class  which  could  dress  if  it 
French  arc   "superficial"  and   "so  chose  to  do  so,  the  old  system  re- 
insincere,"  is  utterly  false  of  their  mains  in  force,  little  fitted  as  it  is 
home    life.     Even    as    regards    the  to  the  smart  furniture    and  gilded 
ordinary  relations  of  men  and  wo-  walls  of    modern  rooms.     On   that 
men,  it  would  be  difficult  to  enow  point  we  beat  the  French ;  but  they 
that    they   are    less    sincere    than  get  ahead  of  us  again  in  their  con- 
other  nations  round  them ;   but   in-  stant  and  precise  observance  of  cour- 
doors    you   see    them   as  they  are,  teous  customs  towards  acquaintances. 
warm-hearted,   affectionate,  with  all  Every  departing    visitor    is    accom-. 
their  feelings    on    the  surface.     So  panied,   if  it  be  a  woman,   to  the 
far     anybody     can     look     on    and  drawing-room  door  by  the  mistress, 
make  an   opinion  for  himself ;    but  and  to  the  outer  door  by  the  master 
where    observation  fails    in    nearly  or  his  son ;  if  it  be  a  man,  the  lady 
all  of  us  is  in  small  detail,  in  deli-  of  the  house  does  not  pursue  him, 
cate  distinctions,  in  subtleties  which  but  her  husband  does.     No   one  is 
often    are    only    recognisable    after  transferred  to  the  care  of  servants, 
long  contact,  and,  even  more,  after  or  abandoned  to  his  own  resources 
acquiring,  by  that  contact,  the  power  to  find  his  way  out  as  best  he  can. 
of  just  appreciation.     Many  of  us  are  They  offer  us  a  good  model,  too,  in 
incapable  of  judging  questions  such  deference    towards  old  people,  and 
as  these,  because  we  do  not  possess  especially  in  the  form  in  which  that 
the  faculty   of    perception ;    others,  deference     is     manifested.      Again, 
more  numerous  still,  need  time  and  they  are  far  away  our  masters  in  the 
teaching  to  enable  us  *to  detect  the  courtesies  of  language  and  in  the 
finer  shades  of  meaning  which  are  infinite  dexterity  and    readiness  of 
conve3red    by    manners    which    are  their  compliments.     Their  e*prit  is  so 
new   to    us.     Their    language  is  at  full  of  d  propos  that  they  are  rarely 
first  imperceptible  and  impalpable:  baffled  by  a  difficulty;  they  twist 
by   degrees  it  becomes  distinct;  a  out  of  an  uncertain  position  by  a 
habit  of  it  forms  itself  within  us ;  it  well-imagined    phrase.      This    may 
assumes  a  more  and  more  attractive  be  illustrated  by  an  example.     The 
guise ;  until  at  last,  by  long  experi-  old    Due    do    Doudeauville     (better 
ence,  we  grow  to  like  and  cordially  known    in    Charles    X.'s    time    as 
admire  what,  in  the  origin,  we  either  Sosthene  de  la  Rochefoucauld)  was 
could  not  sec,  or,  if  we  saw  it,  dis-  a    type    of     the    grandes    manures 
liked    and    disapproved.     It    would    d?  autrefois.     He  was  a  superb  speci- 
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men  of  a  gentleman,  and  was  looked  ed  by  the  women,  or  by  society  in 
upon  as  almost  the  last  reprcsenta-  its  mixed  nature.     There  is  a  good 
tive   of    the  great  school  of    man-  deal  of    the  same  varnish,   of    the 
ncrs  which  faded  away  with  legiti-  same  veneering,  of  the  same  exter- 
mate  royalty.     Ho  was  slowly  com-  nal    courtesies,    especially  between 
ing  down-stairs  one  afternoon  from  slight  acquaintances  ;  but,  as  the  ob- 
a  visit,  when  he  met  a  youngster  of  ject  is  not  the  same,  as  the  desire 
twenty,  bounding  up,  three  steps  at  to  please    does  not    exist    between 
a  time,   to  the  drawing-room  which  men  as  it  docs  between  the  sexes,  it 
he  had  just  quitted.     Both  stopped  follows,  naturally  enough,  that  there 
short.     The  Duke,  by  right  of  age,  is    less    reality,    and    consequently 
stood  against  the  wall ;  the  boy,  four  less  sincerity.     Here  the  old  accu- 
stairs  below  him,  stood  against  the  sation  of    wilful    sham    which    has 
bannisters.     Both  bowed  low,  both  been  so  often  brought  against  French 
were  bareheaded,  neither  would  pass  manners  is  well  founded ;  for  the 
the  other.     "  Je  vous  en  prie,  mon-  men  adopt  in  their  mutual  relations 
sicur,"  said  the  Duke,  waving  his  hat  a  series   of  forms  apparently  indica- 
towards   the  first    floor.      "  Jamais,  tive  of  respect,  of  sympathy,  of  de- 
Monsieur  le  Due,"  replied  the  other,  ferencc,  while   no    such  feelings,  or 
So  they  might  have  stopped  till  now  anything  approaching  to  them,  are 
(this  happened  in  1855),  if,  after  the  in  their    hearts.     And  though    this 
fifth    or    sixth  invitation    from   the  same  chargo  applies,  in  less  degree, 
old  gentleman,  the  young  one   had  to    other   people  than  the  French; 
not  solved  the   difficulty  by  an  in-  though  some  sort  of  falseness  is  in- 
spiration.    With  a  smile,  and  bend-  evi table  in  that  part  of  our  conduct 
ing  to  his  knees,  he  stepped  up,  say-  towards  each    other  which  we  call 
ing,    "  J'obeis,    Monsieur    le    Due ;  manners ;  though,   after  all,  no  one 
l'obeissance  est  le  premier  devoir  de  is   deceived  by  mere   seeming  signs, 
la     jeunesse."     That    is    what    the  because  every  one  is  well  aware  that 
French  call  "  saving  the  honour  of  they  cover  no  solid  substance,  these 
the  flag;"   but  it  is  not  everybody,  signs  are    so  developed  in  France, 
even  in  France,  who  would  have  in-  they  occupy  so  large  a  place  there  in 
vented    the    solution.     This     story  the  outside  of  life,  they   constitute 
shows    how    close    is    the    conncc-  so  striking  a  feature  of  the  national 
tion    between    manners    and     Ian-  aspect,    that    the    contradiction  be- 
guagc,  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  be  tween  what  they  look  to    be,   and 
complete  in    one  without  thorough  what  we  know  they  are,   becomes 
command  of    the    other.     The  best  particularly    glaring.      This    contra- 
manners  may  be  paralysed  by  want  diction    assumes    more    importance 
of  words ;  there  are  positions  from  still   when    it   is  measured    by  the 
which  they  alone  cannot  extricate,  moral  results  by  which  it  is   now 
and  which  need  a  ready  tongue  as  surrounded.        The      considerations 
well  as  graceful  physical  forms.   This  which   were  indicated  at    the  com- 
element  of  the  subject  must,  how-  mencement    of    this    article    assert 
ever,  be  considered  by  itself,  at  ano-  themselves  with   special  force  when 
ther  time ;  the  influence  of  language  they  are  applied  to  men  alone.     In 
is  too  large  a  question  to  be  discussed  women  we    arc  tempted  to  excuse 
incidentally.  frivolity,   and  surface  pleasantness, 
The    attitude    of    Frenchmen    to-  and  the   shallowness  of    ceremony, 
wards  each  other  is  a  separate  sub-  In    them    those    insufficiencies    arc 
ject;   it  presents,    on   the  whole,  a  perhaps  inherent  to  the  part  they 
different  character  from  that  assum-  play ;   and,  furthermore,  they  atone 
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largely  for  them  by  charm,  and  by  perience,  that  it  cannot  be  approach - 
the  solid  service  which  they  render  ed  without  excessive  precautions  or 
in  strugdiii.--,  by  every  menus,  to  without  reserving  for  everybody  the 
hold  society  together.  Cut  for  men  fullest  right  of  i.lilicrcnee  of  view, 
none  of  these  excused  can  bo  in-  It  is  but  an  opinion— one  opinion 
voked.  Men  represent  other  ob-  — that  can  be  expressed  hero :  that 
jects,  other  duties:  men  constitute  opinion  may  be.  totally  incorrect,  but 
the  nation,  in  its  public  sense;  and  circumstances  unhappily  seem  to 
if  we  find  the  nation  palpably  do-  justify  it  And  yet  one  shrinks 
moralised — not  only  without  princi-  from  the  assertion  that  a  system 
pies  or  convictions,  but  almost  with-  which  contains  so  much  that  is 
out  even  opinions — wc  are  justified  in  winning  and  pleasant,  so  much  that 
regarding  men,  in  this  question  of  seems  to  soften  and  unite,  is  really, 
manners,  with  a  suspicion  that  we  after  all,  nothing  but  rottenness,  as 
do  not  extend  to  women.  If  every-  so  ninny  other  Trench  theories  have 
thing  else  in  Franco  stood  on  a  proved  themselves  to  be.  If  nearly 
solid  basis,  if  religious  failh  were  everything  had  not  broken  down 
even  general,  if  political  convictions  during  the  last  two  years,  it  would 
existed  for  other  than  individual  have  Men  ensy  to  defend  the  oslou- 
purposes,  if  there  were  such  a  feeling  siblc  deceits  which  make  up  so 
as  mutual  respect,  if  we  could  per-  much  of  our  neighbours'  manners, 
ceive  the  great  moral  ties  which  Until  1870,  'he  subject  was  one  of 
hold  a  nation  together,  then  it  might  those  of  which  it  may  be  urged  that 
be  fairly  urged  that  the  sham  of  "la  forme  couvre  le  fond;"  but, 
excessive  courtesy  between  men  is  with  all  goodwill  and  sympathy, 
a  valueless  conception,  and  that  the  that  cannot  now  be  said.  Ab- 
regular  practice  of  public  virtues  seneo  of  convictions  seems  to  be  so- 
and  the  recognised  community  of  essential  an  element  of  French  char- 
action  for  great  ends  take  away  all  ncter  to-day,  that  manners  tako  their 
importance  from  it  But  wo  see,  or  place  with  all  the  rest,  and  come  in 
think  we  see,  that,  on  the  contrary,  for  their  share  of  tho  mistrust  with 
the  sham  of  what  we  call  csaggei'-  which  wc  cannot  help  regarding  the 
atcd  manners  is  but  part  of  an  en-  entire  moral  condition  of  tho  conn- 
tire  system  of  unreality,  in  which  try.  Viewed  in  this  light,  the  oucs- 
professioiis  alncst  everywhere  sup-  tion  loses  its  special  naturo — it  he- 
ply  the  place  of  acts;  in  which  cornea  one  of  the  elements  of  the 
duty,  self -sacri lice,  ami  earnestness  whole  position,  and  should  ho  roeas- 
aro  nearly  undiscovcrable  qualities,  ured  by  the  same  rules  as  we  apply 
This  is  why  wc  are  forced  to  ask  toother  ami  graver  questions.  Where 
ourselves,  unwillingly  enough,  if  all  or  nearly  all,  is  failure— where 
there  be  not  absolute  harm  in  what  national  action  has  sunk  below  the 
wo  might  otherwise  regard  as  only  standard  which  we  find  elsewhere, 
an  attractive  weakness;  this  is  and  which,  aHowtDg  f"r  variations 
why  the  manners  of  the  men  of  of  shape  and  detail,  we  thought  we 
France  may  possibly  deserve  to  be  had  thus  far  found  in  Franco  it- 
classed  aim.ngst  their  national  de-  self — the  manners  of  the  men  can- 
fects.  not   bo   abstracted   from  the  mass  ; 

This,  however,  is  such  delicate  we  are  forced  to  take  them  as  one 
ground,  the  faculty  of  appreciating  of  the  external  signs  of  an  inner 
its  nature  and  its  dangers  varies  so  state,  not  as  the  special  manifests  - 
widcly  with  tho  accidents  of  position  tion  of  pure  courtesies.  If  what 
and  of  personal   prejudice  and  ex-    has   been   already   said    about    tbo 
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closeness  of  the  tie  between  charac-  open  to  some  criticism,  from  the 
ter  and  manners  is  really  true — and  higher  points  of  view,  at  all  events 
it  is  diflicult  to  see  how  the  argu-  it  may  be  urged  that  they  are  not 
ment  can  be  disputed — the  value  of  really  more  illusory  than  they  are 
manners  necessarily  falls  with  that  elsewhere,  and  that  any  blame  which 
of  character  ;  we  cease  to  be  able  to  they  may  deserve  is  merited  about 
consider  manners  as  a  distinct  and  equally  in  other  countries.  But 
separate  subject^  depending  on  it-  excessive  courtesies  between  men 
self  alone.  The  women  we  can  put  who  neither  like  nor  respect 
aside  ;  they  have  their  uses  and  their  each  other  arc,  in  this  genera- 
purpose  :  we  can  also  admit  and  ap-  tion,  peculiar  to  France,  and  it  is 
prove  the  studied  deferences  which  diflicult  to  invent  an  argument  in 
the  men  generally  show  towards  their  defence.  Why  arc  such  cour- 
women,  for  it  may  be  taken  as  the  tesies  put  on  ?  What  are  they  in- 
cvidence  of  justifiable  and  even  ne-  tended  to  express  ?  What  real 
ccssary  or  useful  homage  :  it  is  when  meaning  do  they  hide  ?  Of  course 
we  look  at  the  men  alone  that  the  it  may  be  said,  and  with  much  truth, 
difficulty  stands  out  in  all  its  force,  that  such  exaggerations  are  not 
When  men,  after  bowing  to  the  universal ;  but  it  cannot  bo  denied 
ground,  and  employing  all  the  deli-  that  they  constitute  the  ordinary 
cacies  of  speech  and  compliment,  rule  amongst  educated  persons,  and 
all  the  flatteries  of  form,  abuse  each  that  foreigners  have  the  right  to  look 
other  directly  they  have  parted,  at  them  as  constituting  a  normal 
they  can  scarcely  expect  lookers-on  habit  amongst  the  better  classes, 
to  regard  them  or  their  manners  That  being  so,  do  we  go  too  far  in 
with  much  confidence  now  that  thinking,  that  the  sooner  the  better 
their  other  public  doings  par-  classes  abandon  mere  forms,  which 
take  of  the  same  illogical  unrea-  may  now  be  classed  amongst  other 
lity.  It  is  almost  refreshing  to  useless  deceits,  the  sooner  will 
observe — and  the  fact  should  be  in-  they  begin,  so  far  as  this  particular 
sistcd  on  as  a  hopeful  sign — that  in  evidence  of  their  character  is  con- 
certain  cases,  simplicity,  naturalness,  cerned,  to  grow  towards  reality  and 
and  even  a  shade  of  roughness,  are  principle  ?  There  was  a  time  when 
coming  into  use,  as  if  the  better  class  mere  forms  were  a  necessary  element 
of  minds  no  longer  consent  to  go  on  of  polished  education  ;  but  the  en- 
shamming.  Ceremony  is  still  the  tire  organisation  of  society  has 
rule,  the  almost  universal  rule,  but  become  so  changed,  that  no  argu- 
exceptions  are  creeping  out;  and  ment  of  necessity  can  be  invoked 
without  defending  for  one  instant  in  our  time.  People  are  now 
the  adoption  of  indifference  or  cold-  free  to  be  what  they  are  like  ; 
ness,  or  the  complete  abandonment  there  are  still  abundant  laws  which 
of  the  elaborate  forms  which  once  regulate  the  conditions  of  our  con- 
constituted  great  manners,  it  may  at  tact  with  each  other ;  but  as  those 
all  events  be  suggested  that  the  par-  laws  are  everywhere  drifting  to- 
ticular  position  of  France  at  this  wards  naturalness  and  simplicity, 
moment  does  authorise,  amongst  the  maintenance  of  meaningless  cere- 
the  men,  a  lessening  of  the  practice  moiiy  can  no  longer  be  defended, 
of  general  deceptions  towards  each  And  yet  it  can  scarcely  be  expected 
other.  that  a  manifest  change  of  manners 
The  whole  moral  interest  of  the  will  be  one  of  the  consequences  pro- 
matter  lies  in  this  part  of  it.  Even  duced  by  the  recent  disasters  of 
if  the   manners  of    the  women  are  France.       If    those    disasters    had 
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brought  about  results   in  other  and  Viewing  the   subject    as  a  whole, 

graver  qu'.-;c>n-,  we  might  ^pceuhilc  and  rcnewine;  (lit-  reserva  lions  which 

on  tho  effects  which   they  might  he  have  already   been   expressed,   it  is 

expected  to  induce  in  this   compara-  evident  that  Sure  is  a  marked  con- 

tively  trifling  detail  of   pure  forma.  tradiclion  between    French  manners 

But  as,  so  far  as  wo  on  see,  France  and  the  moral  state  which  the  grace 

has  "forgotten  nothing    and    learnt  and   courtesy  of   these   manners,  if 

nothing"  since  the  summer  of  1870,  they   were   real,    would    necessarily 

it  would  lie  absurd  to  suppose  that  imply.      But   this   is   in    no   way  "n 

any  real  change  will  arise  in  the  ex-  modern  fact.     Those  manners,  since 

tcmal  fashions  of  its  men.  they   first    were    formed,    have   co- 

For  the   women   we  can   scarcely  existed  with  the  moral  defects  which 

wish  for   change.     When  wo  know  wc  observe,  to-day  ;  there  has  been 

them  well,  when   we  have  grown  to  no  change  in  either  ;    French   char- 

them  by  habit,  we   cease   to  feel,  or  acter,      French      qualities,      French 

even  to  jiorceive,    the    peculiarities  shortcomings,  have   been   the  same 

which  strike  us  at  first  sight;  we  for-  for  centuries.     Recent   events   have 

get  our  prejudices,  we  accept  tho  ex-  brought   them  into  vivid   light,  but 

aggeratiotis  which  shocked  us  when  tln.se  events  have  not  created  them, 

we   were   new-comers.      It   is   then,  History  shows  us.  if  we  lookat  it  with 

and   only   then,    that  we    can   fairly  that  object,   that  the  nice  has  been 

judge  or   accurately   compare;   it  is  what  it   is   since   Louis   Treiae  was 

then  that  we  become  able  to  appro-  king.      The   absence  of    correlation 

ciate  that   intensely   French   thing —  between  (he  inner  state  and  its  out- 

"  charm;''  it   is   then   that  wo   can  ward  manifestations  has  existed  since 

measure   (he   degrees   and    sorts   of  manners   were   invented ;  there   has 

E  leisure  Which  the  manners  of   the  always  been  Ihe  same  polish  on  the 

ighcr  types  of   French  women  are  surface,  the  same  absence  of  convie- 

cipable  of  provoking.     The  political  tions  underneath.      This   generation 

condition  -of  a  country,  however  bail  inherited   the  contradiction,  and  has 

it  may  be,  cannot  be  urged  as  a  mo-  perpetuated    it;  the  bliime  which  it 

live  for  the  abandonment  of  graceful  deserves  is  limited  to  that.     It  found 

courtesies  between  men  and    women,  itself    in  presence  of    a   tradition — a 

or  as  an  argument  against  the  arms  winning,   softening  tradition— whose 

which  some   French  women  employ  entire  aspect  was    agreeable,   which 

with  such  singular  dexterity.     But  as  was  handed  onwards   t'V  its  anccs- 

against  the  men  alone  the  situation  tors  as  one  of  the  prides  of   France ; 

may   be    differently   viewed:    there  it   took   it,  and   it  kept   it,  without 

wo  may  appeal  to   all  our  old    thoo-  asking    whether    it    expressed    the 

ries    of    frankness,     sincerity,    and  truth.      The   question    now   lies  be- 

honcsty,    and    may,     not    unfairly,  tween  reality  and  charm  ;  old  habits 

urge    that    amongst     the    elements  and   old   preferences   are   so   strong 

of   the   moral    renovation    of   which  that  charm  will   probably  retain  its 

Franco  ha*  so  much  need,  the  man-  place,  for  the  whole  race  must  change 

ners   of  the  men  will  gain    by  a  re-  its  nature   before   it   will   own  that 

turn  to  truth.  reality  is  a  higher  merit  still. 
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A    TRUE     REFORMER.— PART    II. 

CIIAPTER   V. — I   PRESS   MY  ADVANTAGES. 

By  the  end  of  tho  week  the  next  India.      At  such    times,    when  we 
English  mail  came  in,  and  my  state  had  said  all    that  we  had  to  say, 
of  expectation  for  further  news  was  which   was    not    often,    there    was 
turned  into  grave  anxiety  when  it  music,  besides  the  dancing  -  lessons 
brought    not    the    promised    letter  before  mentioned,  to  fall  back  upon, 
from  Mr.  Paterson.     I  did  not  know  Eva  played  waltzes  and  a  variety  of 
then  that  he  was  the  most  indolent  little  pieces,  pensecs,  souvenirs,  echo*, 
of  lawyers,  or  I  should  have  been  and  so  forth,  with  a  touch  and  taste 
less  uneasy  at  his  silence ;  but  it  was  which  not  even    her  country  music- 
the  more  inconvenient  to  receive  no  master  had  been  able  to  spoil ;  and 
confirmation  of  the  first  tidings  of  English   songs — songs   by  Claribel, 
my  fortune,  in  that  it  was  necessary  Gabriel,    ballads    by   M.     N.     with 
to   settle  the  arrangements  for  an  words  by  P.   Q.,  &c.  &c. — sung  by 
early  marriage  without  more  loss  of  her  appeared  almost  to  have  some 
time.     So  far  nothing  had  been  said  melody,   and  which   so  sung,   with 
on  this  point,  but  I  could  see  that  pretty   timid  glances   cast   back  at 
Mrs.   Barton    had   tacitly  embraced  the   listener,    I    thought    I    bhould 
the  idea  that    the   wedding  would  never  tire  of   hearing.     Then  when 
take    place  in  the  cold    season   at  the  sun  got  low  wc  mounted  our 
Toghlukabad,  four   or    five  months  horses  and  rode  round  the  crest  of 
hence.     This  had  been  the  practice  the  mountain,  or  strolled    down   to 
on  previous  occasions  ;  for,  as  Barton  the  woody  glades   of  Vallombrosa  ; 
would  not  come  to  the  hills,  and  the  while     invitations    to    any  evening 
exigencies  of  domestic  etiquette  re-  entertainments   included,  as  a  mat- 
quired  that  he  should  give  away  the  ter  of  course,  the  whole  of  our  little 
bride,  none  other  was  feasible,  since  party.     Thus  in  these  few  days  wo 
fortunately  the  idea   of   an  engage-  saw  more  of  each  other  than  in  all 
ment  running  over  the  year  was  not  our  previous   acquaintance.     Can   I 
likely  to  occur  to  either  parent,  such  say  that  we  had  come  to  know  each 
long  probations  being  quite  beyond  other  better  ?    The  first  shyness  was 
the  range  of  their  experience.  wearing   off,   and    Eva  would    now 
When  I  first  broached  the  subject  venture   to   express    her  love  in  a 
to  Eva  herself,  I  think    she  hardly  hundred   pretty   little   ways,  and   I 
took  in  the  idea.     To    be   engaged  think   was    perfectly  happy  ;   while 
was  apparently  a  great    happiness,  it  was  a  true  delight  to  find,  as  I 
now  that  she  had  overcome  the  first  came  to  know  her  more  fully,  that 
timidity  and  strangeness  of  her  posi-  her    open   unaffected    manner  truly 
tion;  she  enjoyed,  too,  the  sense  of  reflected    the  guileless  innocence  of 
my  presence  about  the  place  for  the  her  mind,  and  that  tho  slight  arch- 
greater   part  of    the   day,  and   our  ness  of  bearing,  which  gave  an  addi- 
little  confidences  after  lunch,  when  tional    charm    to   every   movement, 
all   visitors   left,   and    we   had    the  covered  no  coquetry  of  disposition, 
drawing-room    all   to   ourselves,   for  My  love  wore  her  character  openly, 
Mrs.   Barton   always  retired   during  and  there  were  no  reserves,  no  faults 
the  afternoon  to  write  letters  to  her  of  taste  or  feeling  below  the  surface 
numerous  correspondents    all    over  to  jar  the  senses  on  their  discovery. 
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But  yet,  can  I  say  that  wo  were  really  dued  dissipation  of  a  cold  season  at 
intimate  ? — that  I  had  found  the  Toghlukabad,  where  the  military 
opportunity  for  confiding  my  aspira-  invariably  gave  a  ball  to  the  citizens, 
tions  and  projects — wise  or  foolish  and  the  latter  returned  the  compli- 
—  for  the  future  to  a  congenial  ment,  to  say  nothing  of  her  mamma's 
mind?  I  fear,  had  Eva  known  little  dancing  -  parties,  and  at  least 
how  occupied  I  often  was  with  a  couple  of  picnics  at  Mogul  Bey's 
other  matters — how  I  felt  myself  mausoleum,  had  seemed  like  a 
even  grudging  the  time  so  pleasant-  new  revelation  of  life.  But  when 
ly  spent,  although  thoroughly  angry  I  broached  '  the  subject  to  Mrs. 
with  myself  all  the  while  for  en-  Barton,  the  announcement  gave  her 
tertaining  such  a  feeling  —  how  quite  a  shock.  No  mother  could 
eager  I  was  for  what  I  found  myself  part  more  resignedly  with  her 
against  my  will  regarding  as  a  mere  daughters,  unaffectedly  fond  of  them 
interlude  to  be  finished,  and  the  though  she  was,  or  keep  on  better 
way  cleared  for  the  serious  business  terms  with  her  sons-in-law,  a  still 
of  life — she  would  have  thought  me  more  difficult  matter.  But  then 
wanting  in  the  proper  intensity  of  marriage  was  a  thing  to  be  under- 
devotion  to  the  claims  of  an  engage-  taken  decently  and  in  order,  and 
ment  in  its  early  days.  At  any  rate,  how  were  these  conditions  to  be 
seeing  that  revelations  of  this  sort  obtained  if  no  time  were  allowed  for 
would  not  be  received  with  the  preparation  ?  Not  that  the  need 
needful  interest,  I  put.  off  making  was  deemed  to  extend  to  the  gentle- 
them  till  a  more  convenient  season ;  man's  arrangements.  When  Sophy 
nor  did  I  open  a  book,  or  occupy  married  young  Morris  of  the  native 
myself  with  aught  but  love-making,  infantry,  flinging  herself  away,  as  the 
even  to  the  extent  of  reading  the  infatuated  girl  did  on  that  penniless 
English  papers.  May  I  venture  to  subaltern,  all  the  preparation  Morris 
confess  that,  like  other  pursuits,  made  was  to  turn  away  the  chum  who 
which  people  follow  because  they  shared  his  little  bungalow,  and  to 
are  conventional,  these  few  days  have  his  old  buggy  done  up  by  Meeta 
were  just  a  little  fatiguing  ?  Lall,  the  native  coach-builder.  The 
The  announcement  that  private  officers  of  his  regiment — Morris  be- 
affairs  involved  our  starting  for  Eng-  ing  a  general  favourite — subscribed 
land  very  soon,  did  not,  I  say,  evolve  to  buy  the  young  couple  a  set  of 
any  expression  of  interest  on  Eva's  crockery,  and  a  plated  tea  and  coffee 
part  to  share  my  confidence  as  to  the  service,  (got  up  by  banghee  from 
nature  of  the  business  in  question.  James  Uncle  &  Co.,  the  well-known 
Business  of  any  kind  was  beyond  Calcutta  firm,  at  not  more  than  two 
the  range  of  her  simple  ideas,  while  hundred  per  cent  in  advance  of  the 
even  the  prospect  of  reaching  home  English  price),  and  the  Bartons 
in  time  for  the  London  season  failed  supplied  all  the  household  linen, 
to  excite  the  enthusiasm  which  I  so  that  the  young  couple  were  set 
had  expected.  Eva's  experience  of  up  at  once  in  all  things  needful; 
England  was  limited  to  life  with  her  for  as  to  furniture,  the  regiment  was 
two  maiden  aunts  in  a  small  country  down  in  the  relief  to  march  for  the 
town ;  after  which,  the  delights  of  a  Maghada  frontier  next  cold  season, 
season  of  Sirmoori,  with  its  endless  and,  as  Mrs.  Barton  truly  observed, 
round  of  picnics,  croquet,  and  balls,  it  would  be  absurd  for  a  married  sub- 
seemed  to  comprise  all  that  could  altera  to  lug  about  a  number  of  cart- 
be  desired  in  the  way  of  excite-  loads  of  wardrobes  and  tables  during 
ment :    and   even    the   more   sub-  the  brief  season  between  the  wedding 
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and  the  march  ;  so  the  young  couple  indefinite  period  under  the  paternal 
lived  camp  fashion,  and  did  not  roof  after  she  was  as  good  as  married, 
furnish.  Then  again,  when  Fanny  was  quite  opposed  to  her  ideas  of 
married  Martin,  the  collector  of  the  the  proper  course  of  things.  So  she 
same  station,  everything  was  ready  was  now  at  last  driven  into  a  cor- 
provided,  for  he  had  never  sold  off  ner,  and  obliged  to  admit  that  there 
after  his  poor  first  wife's  death  the  was  no  alternative  to  a  speedy  wed- 
previous  year,  and  he  had  one  of  the  ding ;  and  as  soon  as  this  conclusion 
best-furnished  houses  in  the  place,  was  come  to,  the  final  obstacle  of 
with  a  Europe  barouche,  and  one  Joe's  absence  was  happily  got  over. 
of  Ditch's  new  palki-gharrees ;  and  A  letter  I  sent  him  had  not  much 
after  the  wedding,  Fanny  simply  effect ;  but  in  the  mean  time  Mra 
crossed  over  to  her  new  home,  and  Barton  had  written  privately  to  the 
sat  down  to  the  late  Mrs.  Martin's  doctor  of  the  station  to  enlist  his 
neat  walnut-wood  writing-table  (a  aid  in  the  matter;  and  our  accom- 
wedding-present  to  that  unfortunate  pi  ice,  taking  advantage  of  the  effect 
lady)  to  despatch  her  wedding-cards,  of  a  slight  attack  of  fever  which  op- 
while  the  happy  bridegroom  no  portuncly  came  to  our  aid,  so  effec- 
doubt  stood  behind  and  drew  com-  tually  frightened  her  husband  about 
parisons  between  the  former  and  pre-  staying  in  the  plains,  that  a  few  days 
sent  employers  of  that  serviceable  afterwards  we  received  the  announce- 
piece  of  furniture,  much  to  his  own  ment  that  he  had  determined  to  take 
gratulation,  for  the  first  Mrs.  Martin  a  couple  of  months'  leave,  and  would 
was  not  very  good-looking,  and  was  start  as  soon  as  he  had  packed  up 
reputed  to  have  a  temper  of  her  his  things,  or,  in  other  words,  as 
own.  But  my  proposal  conflicted  soon  as  he  could  screw  himself  up  to 
altogether  against  Mrs.  Barton's  the  unwonted  effort.  Immediately 
sense  of  propriety,  for  there  would  on  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  Mrs. 
not  be  time  even  to  get  a  wedding-  Barton  wrote  to  her  only  sister  to 
dress  from  England,  nor  could  Eva's  Calcutta,  wife  of  a  civilian  who 
sisters  be  present  if  we  did  not  wait  was  in  the  Board  of  Revenue,  to 
till  the  cold  season ;  besides,  she  send  up  forthwith  the  garments 
could  not,  of  course,  bo  married  with-  necessary  for  constituting,  according 
out  papa  being  present,  and  ho  cer-  to  received  custom,  a  reputable  mar- 
tainly  would  not  bo  prevailed  on  to  riage.  Her  own  wish  would  have 
come  up  to  Sirmoori :  there  was  been,  although  a  better-dressed  girl 
clearly  nothing  for  it  but  to  wait  than  Eva  was  not  to  be  seen  in 
till  the  cold  weather,  when  we  could  Sirmoori,  to  order  her  a  complete 
all  go  down  to  the  plains.  All  this  new  outfit,  without  which  none  of 
and  more  poor  Mrs.  Barton  urged  in  her  daughters  had  ever  been  mar- 
favour  of  delay,  and  I  could  only  ried  before — even  Sophy,  when  she 
reply  that  private  affairs  demanded  supplanted  Morris's  chum  in  the 
my  immediate  departure.  The  pro-  subaltern's  bungalow,  having  en- 
posal,  half  hinted,  that  the  marriage  tered  that  modest  tenement  with  a 
should  be  deferred  till  after  I  had  trousseau  fit  for  the  bride  of  a  Sud- 
disposcd  of  my  business,  and  could  dur  judge ;  but  to  await  all  these 
return  to  claim  Eva,  was  at  once  preparations  might  obviously  have 
given  up  on  the  announcement  that  delayed  the  event,  and  I  succeeded 
it  might  occupy  even  two  or  throe  in  overcoming  her  scruples  by  argu- 
years ;  for,  fond  as  Mrs.  Barton  was  ing  that  it  would  in  this  case  be 
of  her  daughters,  the  notion  that  surely  much  better  for  Eva  to  get 
one  of  them  should  remain  for  an  what  she  wanted  in  England  in  the 
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latest  fashion.  So  the  order  in  Cnl-  dun,  Martin's  queer  temper, — all 
cutta  was  limited  to  .1  wcilJing-tlress  these  little  foibles  were  dwelt  on 
only,  with  ii  few  et  rete-ra* ;  but  to  with  it  minuteness  and  circumstantial 
lose  the  opportunity  of  buying  dili'usouess  which  made  me  very  sen- 
elothes  whs  beyond  Mrs.  Barton's  sible  how  accurately  my  own  weak 
power,  and  the  local  tradespeople  [mints  would  he  portrayed  for  their 
benefited  by  her  abstention.  The  edification  in  turn  by  this  acute  if 
sedan  of  a  certain  Mrs.  Jones — who  kind-hearted  observer.  Joe's  delin- 
liad  been  lady's-maid  to  a  former  queneics.  however,  were  the  favourite 
Lord  High  Commissioner1!  wife,  and  topic;  how  he  allowed  the  policy  of 
having  married  a  drunken  clerk  in  assurance  to  lapse  by  11  eg  He  ting  to 
one  of  the  public  offices,  was  soon  pay  his  premiums;  how  she  could 
thrown  back  on  the  millinery  re-  never  get  him  to  dine  out  any- 
sources  of  her  days  of  spinsterhood  where;  how  when  the  l.mutcnaut- 
for  a  living — seemed  permanently  to  Governor  came  to  Tughlukabad  he 
block  up  the  entrance  to  the  door;  stopped  away  altogether  from  the 
while  half-a-dozen  hired  men- tailors  bull  given  by  the  residents  to  that 
sat  squatting  daily  in  the  veranda,  called  functionary ;  how  he  had 
engaged  on  various  mysterious  arli-  not  written  to  his  sisters  for  twenty 
cles  of  apparel,  years;  how  (as  before  mentioned) 
But  although  I  had  successfully  Mary's  coming  out  from  England 
carried  my  point,  a  certain  coolness  had  been  delayed  for  a  season,  bo- 
arose  on  Mrs,  liurton's  part  towards  cause  he  would  not  remit  the  pas- 
ine,  partly  that  I  was  going  to  sage-monoy  in  time;  how,  finally,  he 
carry  oil'  her  duuffliter  so  quickly,  lost  the  opium  agency  at  Alitiwgliur, 
although  I  think  she  would  not  which  would  have  given  him  five 
have  minded  the  rapidity  with  hundred  rupees  a-month  more  than 
which  matrimony  was  to  follow  he  drew  now,  and  an  upper-storied 
courtship  if  both  had  come  later  in  house  with  the  best  drawing-room  in 
the  season.  As  it  was,  I  disturbed  India,  rent-free,  because  he  put  oft* 
a  pleasant  sort  of  life  ;  for  I  doubt  if  writing  to  accept  the  offer.  All 
she  bad  ever  more  enjoyed  a  season  this  and  more  had  been  poured  into 
in  the  lulls  than  the  time  which  fol-  my  receptive  ears  during  the  trio 
lowed  tlie  first  preliminaries  of  the  lunches  and  dinners  that  took  place 
engagement :  the  mystery  and  the  in  the  first  days  of  our  engagement, 
excitement;  the  congratulation  and  or  while  Eva  was  getting  ready  for 
receiving  anil  issuing  of  notes  which  riding  or  for  an  evening  part)-,  till  I 
took  place  ;  last,  but  not  least,  the  felt  perfectly  qualilieil  to  write  the 
pleasure  of  securing  a  new  listener  family  biography;  while  I  could 
always  at  hand,  I  was  a  capital  not  avoid  roflwang  tl i:i t  it  was  fox- 
hand  at  listening,  if  not  groat  at  tunato  wy  father-in-law's  lot  had 
talking,  and  the  good  lady  took  l>ecn  cast  in  the  civil  service,  for 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  the  that  he  certainly  would  never  have 
full.  Before  I  had  been  a  week  been  able  to  earn  his  livelihood  in 
about  the  house,  I  fait  that  I  knew  any  other  calling.  His  wife  would 
all  the  little  weaknesses  of  my  now  lose  her  patient  listener,  and 
future  brothers-in-law  a  good  deal  generally  her  scheme  of  life  for  the 
better  than  if  1  had  been  brought  season  was  upset,  and  this  caused 
up  with  them  all  uiy  life.  Abbott's  some  slight  resentment,  although  no 
reserve,  Garrett' B  harshness  to  the  woman  could  live  less  by  method  or 
natives,  Finch's  narrowness  about  think  less  of  her  individual  comfort 
money    matters,    Morris's    unprovi-  than  Mrs.  Barton;  but  the  main  griov- 
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anco  was  clearly  my  silence  as  to  the  give  her  children  the  change  to  the 
nature  of  my  private  affairs ;  and  al-  Hills  they  stood  so  much  in  need  of. 
though  she  abstained  from  asking  These  additions  to  the  family  in- 
direct questions,  I  could  see  that  her  volved  considerable  alterations  in  the 
unsatisfied  curiosity  occasioned  more  distribution  of  the  household,  and 
real  disquietude  than  the  prospect  of  commensurate  squeezing  of  the  in- 
parting  with  her  daughter ;  hence  a  mates,  for  Mrs.  Barton's  house,  like 
sort  of  estrangement  replaced  the  most  of  those  at  Sirmoori,  was  a 
cordiality  with  which  I  had  first  mere  cottage  on  one  floor.  The 
been  received.  second  bedroom,   hitherto    occupied 

In  one  respect,  however,  my  silence  by  Eva,  was  appropriated  to  Emma 

yielded  its  own  gratification,   for  I  and  three  of  her  children.      Mary 

felt  sure   that  a  great  part  of  the  (Mrs.  Abbott)  was  to  have  the  spare 

lengthy  letters  posted  daily  to  one  one,  not  generally  used.      Eva  was 

or  other   of   the   married  (laughters  transferred    to    a    small   place,   not 

was    occupied    with    surmises    and  much  larger  than  a  cupboard,  taken 

conjectures  as  to  the  nature  of  my  off   the    back  veranda,   with  about 

English   business.      One    thing,    at  nine  inches   of   space  between   the 

any  rate,  she  did  not  suspect     That  window  and  the  cliff  against  which 

a  person,  least  of  all  a  son-in-law  the  house  was  built.     A  similar  hole 

expectant,   should   come  into  a  for-  was  fitted  up  with  a  hired  bed  for 

tune  and  say  nothing  about  it,  was  the  two  elder  children ;    while  an- 

quitc    beyond    the    limits    of    her  other  corner  of    the    veranda    was 

experience.  separated    off  by    matting    into    a 

At  first  it  was  feared  that  none  of  temporary  dressing-room  for  Mr. 
the  married  sisters  would  be  able  to  Barton.  These  arrangements  made, 
come  up  to  the  wedding.  Harriet  and  the  occupants  in  possession  of 
(Mrs.  Finch)  wrote  that  her  husband  their  rooms,  the  appearance  of  the 
siid  his  health  was  so  delicate  he  house,  hitherto  so  neat  and  well- 
might  be  ordered  oft  to  England  at  ordered,  underwent  a  considerable 
any  moment,  and  did  not  want  her  change.  Mr.  Barton  was  the  first  to 
to  be  absent  at  such  a  time — the  arrive,  himself  coming  up  the  hill  in 
true  reason  being,  Mrs.  Barton  de-  one  sedan,  his  bearer  and  a  quantity 
clared,  that  he  was  too  stingy  to  of  ice  and  soda-water  in  another; 
pay  her  dawk.  Sophy  would  have  then  came  Mrs.  Abbott ;  then  Emma 
come  gladly,  and  her  husband  too,  and  her  children,  with  three  ayahst 
notwithstanding  the  tremendous  jour-  two  bearers,  and  at  least  a  dozen 
ney  from  the  Maghada  frontier,  but  coolie-loads  of  piliows,  cotton  quilts, 
for  certain  interesting  reasons  which  biscuits,  Brown  and  Poison's  corn 
rendered  travelling  just  then  im-  flour,  and  other  appliances.  Wo  soon 
practicable.  A  similar  cause  pre-  began  to  find  that  the  household  was 
vented  Fanny  (Mrs.  Martin)  from  rather  put  to  it  for  space.  The  two 
coming  up.  But  Mary  (Mrs.  Abbott)  eldest  children  could  be  taken  into 
the  eldest  sister,  although  averse  to  their  bedroom  only  to  sleep,  by  reason 
parting  from  her  husband,  deter-  of  its  size,  and  so  passed  their  time  for 
mined  that  the  importance  of  the  the  most  part  in  the  strip  of  terrace 
occasion  demanded  her  presence,  between  the  house  and  the  precipice 
and  resolved  to  make  the  long  jour-  which  did  duty  for  a  garden,  trying 
ney  from  Mahrattapoor  for  the  pur-  their  best  to  foil  over  the  edge,  and 
pose ;  while  Emma,  whose  husband  one  of  the  bearers  trying  to  prevent 
(Mr.  Garrett)  was  on  the  railway  near  them.  The  twins  also  had  an  objec- 
Timoorgunj,  took  the  opportunity  to  tion  to  remaining  in  their  mamma's 
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room  during  the  iky,  as  well  as  nil  never  to  have  a  moment  to  herself, 
antipathy  to  continuity  with  each  Both  Bisters  were  disposed  to  make 
other,  manifested  by  loud  squalls  en  a  great  deal  of  Eva,  whom  Mary 
the  part  of  one  or  the  other  when-  had  scarcely  ever  1Mb  before,  since 
ever  they  were  brought  together.  It  she  came  out  to  India  just  as  Eva 
was  found  desirable,  therefore,  to  went  homo  ten  years  ago.  Eva 
keep  them  apart ;  and  one  might  knew  Emma  better,  having  paid  her 
generally  he  seen  in  the  arms  of  a  a  visit  last  cold  season, 
wet-nurse  squatting  on  the  veranda  Mrs.  ISarton  appeared  unaffectedly 
floor,  partaking  of  natural  refresh-  glad  to  see  her  daughters,  and  bore 
ment,  while  the  other  was  perforin-  without  a  sign  of  complaint  the  dic- 
ing a  similar  operation  with  respect  comfort  occasioned  )>y  Emma's  little 
to  another  ayah  in  the  dining-room,  family  ;  hut  even  thoroughly  sensible 
The  two  eldest  as  I  have  said,  were  women  have  the  art  of  quarrelling 
engaged  in  being  kepi  from  falling  with  each  other,  and  the  mWlflgftr 
down  the  precipice;  number  three  nient  of  the  children  was  the  cause 
was  usually  in  course  of  being  pur-  of  small  occasional  outbreaks,  Mrs. 
sued  by  n  bearer  about' the  drawing-  Barton — and  who  could  speak  with 
room,  a  proceeding  which  ho  resent-  more  authority  from  experience  ? — 
ed  in  pithy  but  strung  vernacular  had  a  strong  "pinion  of  the  efficacy 
phraseology.  Poor  iittle  lanky  things,  of  a  bottle  given  once  a-day  to  in- 
they  were  all  very  pale,  except  where  fants  of  tender  ag<\  in  addition  to 
the  prickly-heat  had  come  out  in  their  normal  supply  of  natural  food, 
red  blotches,  and  looked  thoroughly  Emma,  on  the  other  hand,  was  dis- 
in  need  of  the  change  they  had  got  posed  to  place  reliance  for  the  twins' 
to  this  climate;  but  between  the  nourishment  on  the  resources  of 
children,  the  six  job-tailors  in  tho  nature  as  developed  in  the  two 
veranda,  and  a  miscellaneous  as-  sturdy  Mussulmaui  women  who  as- 
semblage of  pedlars,  shawl-men  ed  as  her  substitutes,  and  stoutly 
from  Parbutti,  and  jewellers  from  resented  the  proposal  to  supplement 
Shahjehanabad,  whose  trays  covered  this  from  extraneous  resources,  and 
alt  the  available  space  remaining,  equally  to  have  reeourso  to  a  ccr- 
and  whose  object  in  life  it  appeared  tain  elixir  which  was  said  to  be  in- 
to be  to  sit  there  on  the  Boor  all  day  fallible  in  staving  off  convulsions 
displaying  their  warts  without  sell-  during  teething.  This  at  least 
ing  anything,  it  will  readily  be  I  gathered  iofi.'ren(i:illy  <o  be  the 
understood  that  even  a  lover  found  cause  of  discord,  from  such  scraps 
tho  atmosphere  rather  oppressive;  of  conversation  as  reached  me  when 
and  as  Eva  could  seldom  be  spared  I  came  suddenly  upon  tho  scene, 
at  these  times,  I  am  bound  to  say  when  the  dispute  immediately  sub- 
that  business  just  now  kept  me  a  sided  into  a  sort  of  sniffing,  as  well 
good  deal  at  the  club.  Eva's  sisters,  as  from  a  remark  of  Eva's  that  her 
I  was  gliid  to  find,  were  both  very  mamma  did  not  get  on  with  Emma 
nice-looking      and      well-mannered ;  a  bit 

Mary,  the  eldest,  who  had  no  family.  In   all  those   matters   Mr.    Barton 

the  younger  looking  of  the  (wo,  and  took  no  part.     He  arrived  a  day  or 

somewhat    tho    neater     and    better  two    before    his    daughters:    and    1 

dressed.     Emma  was  disposed  to  bo  found  him  to  be  a  florid,  wel!-pre- 

a    little    untidy,    and    indeed    there  served    man,    inclined   to  be    stout, 

was    every   excuse   for   her,    as   be-  and   looking    many   years    younger 

tween    the    ayahs,    the    twins,    and  than   his  real    age.       He   was   very 

the  other  three  children  she  seemed  courteous  and  pleasant  in  manner. 
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but  made  not  the  smallest  allusion  apparent  result  of  which  was   the 

to  the  matter  which  had  brought  changing  of  one  set  of  knickerbockers 

him  up,  being  full  of  the  novelty  of  and  ticking  for  another,  but  which 

life  in  the  mountains,  which  he  now  did   not  come   to  an   end   till   lone 

saw  for  the  first  time.     I  took  the  after  the  ladies  had  breakfasted,  and 

first  opportunity  of  being  alone  with  the    twins   waking    up    from    their 

him  to  express  my  gratification  at  morning  sleep  were  distributed  about 

the  prospect  of  becoming  a  member  the  house  for  purposes  of  vicarious 

of  his  family,  and  my  regret  at  not  refreshment     By  the  time  his  own 

having  been  able    to    provide    any  breakfast  was  over,  and  the  morning 

immediate  settlement  for  his  daugh-  paper  read  through,  it  was  time  to 

ter,   although   (1   meant  to    add)    I  repair  to  the  racket-court,  where  ho 

hoped  to  be  able  to  make  a  satisfac-  used  to  astonish  the  younger  men  by 

tory  arrangement    on  this  head  im-  his  play,  only  young  Greenlaw,  of  the 

mediately  on  our   arrival    in    Eng-  civil  service,  who  won  the  TJniver- 

land.  sity  match  while  at  Oxford,  having 

"  Pray,  don't  mention  it,  my  dear  a  chance  against  him.     The  rackets 

fellow,"  he  interrupted  me  by  say-  involved   another  bath  and   toilette 

ing.      "  I  have  nothing  to  give  my  behind   the    mat,   which    prevented 

daughters,  and  I  don't  expect  any-  his  accompanying  the  ladies  for  their 

thing  for    them.     They've  got    the  evening  walk ;  and  half  an  hour  after 

fund   to   look   to,    and   that's   quite  the  late  dinner  was  finished  ho  dis- 

enough."  appeared   from    the    drawing-room, 

1  explained  that,  as  an  artillery  and  shortly  afterwards  a  portentous 
officer,  I  did  not  subscribe  to  the  snore  from  the  recesses  of  Mr.  Bar- 
fund  ;  and  that,  until  I  got  home,  ton's  bedroom,  which  our  music  and 
I  was  unable  to  make  any  perma-  conversation  were  quite  unable  to 
ment  provision  for  Eva,  adding  some  drown,  announced  to  the  company 
expressions  as  to  my  anxiety  until  that  the  labours  of  the  day  had  come 
tho  business  should  be  finally  settled,  to  a  happy  termination. 
14  Oh,  as  to  that,"  said  my  father-  During  this  time  I  saw  less  of 
in-law,  "  there  is  no  need  for  anxiety ;  Eva  than  in  the  earlier  days  of  our 
young  people  can't  expect  to  start  engagement,  for,  as  I  have  explained, 
in  life  without  risks  of  some  sort,  the  exigencies  of  her  wardrobe  and 
but  it  is  to  bo  hoped  nothing  will  the  milliner's  visits  kept  her  very 
happen  to  either  of  you."  With  much  at  home;  indeed,  from  the 
the  utterance  of  this  wish  he  seem-  preparations  Mrs.  Barton  deemed  it  • 
ed  perfectly  satisfied,  and  I  really  necessary  to  make,  one  might  have 
had  not  another  opportunity  of  ex-  thought  we  were  bound  to  some 
plaining  the  provisional  arrange-  frontier  settlement,  instead  of  on  a 
ments  I  had  endeavoured  to  make  month's  trip  home.  I  too  had  a 
for  Eva's  comfort  in  case  of  acci-  good  deal  to  arrange  before  starting ; 
dents.  leave    to    be  obtained,   bills   to    be 

In  the  morning,  Mr.  Barton  used  paid,  battery  business  to  settle,  Ac ; 
to  take  a  long  walk  about  the  hill,  while,  even  with  my  humble  bache- 
attired  in  knickerbockers  and  a  suit  lor  establishment,  the  accumulations 
of  ticking,  in  company  with  an  al-  of  thirteen  years'  residence  in  the 
penstock  of  prodigious  size,  which  country  had  to  be  got  rid  of,  and 
he  had  managed  to  pick  up  in  the  numerous  were  the  letters  inter- 
bazaar.  The  walk  was  followed  by  changed  with  the  good-natured  Blunt, 
an  elaborate  toilette  behind  the  who  acted  as  my  agent,  on  the  sub- 
matting    in  the  veranda,   the  only  ject     The  result  was,  that  as  Eva 
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and  I  seldom  met  more  than  twice  plesity  about  money  matters.     Tho 

a-day,  a  considerable  number  of  scr-  sum  in  the*  Asiatic  Hunk  was  more 

rants  found  employment  in  the  ex-  than  sufficient,  to  take  us  home,  but  I 

change  of  notes  between   Rhododen-  could  not  leave  the  country  without 

dron   Lodge  and   the   club.      Sweet  an    understanding   with    the    Bank 

little    notes    hers    were,    with    not  of  Central   India   (Limited!,  and  to 

much    in    them,    and   written   in   a  pay  my  debt  to  it  would  absorb  all 

pretty,  but  not  very  legible,  running  my   funds.      The   matter   might   at. 

hand  ;  but  they  were  especially  grati-  once  be  managed  by  communicating 

fying,  because  1  knew  she  detested  my  English  news  (..  the  latter,  when 

writing,  and  that  answers  to  invita-  the  management  would  be  only  too 

tions  and  all  other  business  letters  happy  to  let  the  imiount  stand  over 

from  that  house  always  fell   to  Ix-  indefinitely,  and  to  advance  as  much 

undertaken  by  her  mamma.     I  hare  more  as  I  wanted  into  the  bargain  ; 

them  every  tine  preserved,  down  to  for  to  have  a  creditor  on  their  honks 

the  tiniest  three-cornered   scrap,   in  with   a    loan    covered   by   anything 

a  little  packet  tied  up  with  a  blue  better  than  personal  security,  would 

ribbon  whi^h  I  hedged  from  a  pretty  be  an  altogether  unaccustomed  foa- 

littlo  head-dress  that  she  was  wear-  hire   in   their   business.      But  then 

ing  one  afternoon,  tho  transaction  would  never  bo  kept 

"  Tiro  o'dorfi. — Dearest  Charlie,  quiet,  more  especially  as  the  manager 
Ave  o'clock  will  do  very  well,  and  I  of  the  Central  India  happened  just 
will  be  ready  dressed  for  riding  hj  then  to  be  op  at  Hirmoori  himself, 
that  time.  But  do  come  sooner  if  and  was  a  notoriously  leaky  vessel, 
you  can.— Your  own  loving  Eva  "  I  might  just  as  well  tell  the  story  to 
And  another :  "  My  own  dear  Char-  Mrs.  Barton  herself.  However,  t  got 
lie,  I  thought  we  were  never  going  to  over  the  difficulty  by  applying  to  tho 
hear  from  yon  again  !  Mamma  says,  Asiatic,  enclosing  at  the  same  time 
Yes!  we  shall  be  quite  alone  this  Messrs.  Paterson  &  Co.'s  letter  pri- 
evetiing  at  dinner,  and  she  hopes  vatcly  to  themitnager;  and  thedoubts 
you  will  go  afterwards  with  us  to  which  I  was  beginning  to  feel  as  to 
the  Seymours.  Papa  says  he  can't  the  genuineness  of  that  document, 
go.— Yout  own  Eva."  Ur  again :  in  the  absence  of  any  farther  eom- 
"Your  dear  note  just  received.  I  munication  from  the  firm,  were  dis- 
am  afraid  there  will  be  no  riding  jiolli.il  by  the  answer.  The  manager 
this  evening,  for  that  horrid  Mru.  advised  me  by  return  of  post  that 
Jones  says  she  cannot  ponibtg  come  the  tire  thousand  and  odd  rupees, 
heforc  six  o'clock  to  try  on  the  the  balance  of  mv  debt  to  the  Con- 
things.  It  is  so  provoking,  but  you  tral  India,  had  been  paid  in  to  my 
will  come  down  all  the  same,  won't  credit  at  their  Calcutta  agents.  Old 
you  ?— Your  ever-loving  E."  And  Morison,  who  had  evidently  been 
so  on.  .  And  one  little  envelope  dying  to  ask  me  every  time  we  met 
contains  only  a  long  lock  of  the  on  the  club  stairs  how  I  was  going 
pretty  soft  brown  hair,  cut,  how  to  manage  to  go  home,  appeared  now 
well  I  remember  it!  after  a  little  more  curious  than  ever,  but  he  never 
scuffle  that  arose  during  one  of  tho  mustered  courage  or  impertinence  to 
dancing-lessons,  and  bestowed  after-  put  any  question  about  it  ;  he  pro- 
wards  with  a  sweet  kiss  of  forgive-  bably  thought  that  I  bad  paid  him 
ness.  Hoxv  the  faded  notes  bring  and  raised  my  passage-money  by  tak- 
back  the  happy  days,  "der  ersten  ing  out  a  larger  loan  in  the  other 
Liebc  gililne  Zcit  1"  bank,   a   sort   of   finanri:il  operation 

All  this  time  I  was  in  some  per-  quite  within  his  experience.     A  day 
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or  two  before  the  wedding  my  mind  details.      The  letter  ended  quaintly 

was  further  relieved  by  the  expected  enough  by  a  remark  that  the  Queen  8 

letter  from  Mr.  Paterson.    It  was  very  health  was  better,  and  that  the  new 

brief,  and  contained  no  reference  or  street  in  the  City  was  to  be  opened 

apology  for  its  tardy  appearance,  be-  by  the  Lord  Mayor  next  week — a 

ing  merely  to  the  effect  that  my  uncle's  remark  put  in  possibly  to  indicate 

property  was  all  in  good  order,  and  that  the  communication  was  not  to 

that  he  would  have  the  will  duly  be  regarded  wholly  as  a  business 

proved,  but  that  as  he  presumed  I  one.     Somehow,  notwithstanding  its 

should  be  coming  home  immediately,  brevity,  it  conveyed  a  not  unpleas- 

it  would  be  needless  to  enter  into  ing  impression  of  the  writer. 


CHAPTER    IV. A    MARRIAGE   IN    HIGH    LIFE. 

At  last  the  wedding-day  arrived  ;  moori  was  assembled  at  the  church, 
the  wedding-dress,  almost  to  the  for  everybody  knew  Mrs.  Barton  and 
last  the  cause  of  deep  anxiety  to  the  had  received  an  invitation ;  while  tho 
occupants  of  Rhododendron  Lodge,  sprinkling  of  scarlet  among  the  vari- 
happily  arriving  the  evening  before,  ous  coloured  dresses  of  the  sedan- 
and  fortunately  proving  perfect ;  but  bearers  clustered  outside  the  church- 
no  milliner  could  fail  to  fit  Eva's  door,  betokened  that  the  Lord  High 
figure,  and  Carvalho  was  famous  Commissioner  and  Lady  Killarney 
for  her  wedding-garments  and  her  had  honoured  the  occasion  with  their 
prices.  A  day  or  two  earlier  ar-  presence.  This  part  of  tho  cere- 
rived  the  magic  ring,  and  with  it  mony  I  cannot  say  I  saw  mysolf, 
the  necklace  of  opals  and  diamonds  my  place  being  at  tho  altar-rails,  at- 
which  formed  my  wedding-present,  tended  by  Blunt  as  best  man,  who 
I  saw  it  on  my  bride's  neck  for  tho  had  with  his  usual  good  nature 
first  time  when  wo  met  at  the  abandoned  his  intention  of  taking 
church,  and  surely  never  did  jewels  leave  later  on,  at  the  best  season,  in 
shine  upon  a  fairer  setting.  The  order  to  bo  present  now.  My  first 
ceremony  was  fixed  for  three  o'clock,  view  this  day  of  my  bride  was  as 
and  twenty  minutes  before  that  she  entered  tho  church  with  her 
time  the  bride's  party  left  Rhodo-  father,  and  advanced  with  downcast 
dendron  Lodge  in  their  sedans  with  eyes  to  where  I  stood.  She  went 
the  curtains  up — for  the  May  sun  through  the  ceremony  with  perfect 
shines  with  power  even  at  seven  self-possession ;  for  happily  none  of 
thousand  feet  above  the  sea — a  pro-  the  misgivings  which  at  times  rose 
cession  of  ten:  Eva  and  her  six  brides-  unbidden  in  my  mind  troubled  her 
maids,  four  of  them  young  lady  gentle  heart,  and  she  looked  as 
friends,  and  the  two  eldest  little  Gar-  happy  and  serene  as  beautiful, 
rctt's,  these  last  two  occupying  a  se-  The  marriage  concluded,  tho 
dan  together — Mrs.  Barton,  Mary,  and  whole  party  adjourned  to  tho  house 
Emma ;  Barton  bringing  up  the  rear  in  a  procession  of  sedans  and  horse- 
in  a  sedan  carried  by  a  double  allow-  men,  which  must  have  covered 
ancc  of  bearers,  with  a  prodigious  nearly  the  whole  of  the  narrow 
shirt -frill,  never  worn  except  on  road  between  it  and  the  church, 
these  occasions,  and  a  single-breasted  This,  however,  again  I  did  not  see, 
blue  frock-coat  of  wondrous  cut,  and  as  of  course  we  were  the  first  to 
several  sizes  too  large  even  for  him.  start,  so  the  account  is  merely  infer- 
It  need  hardly  be  said  that  all  Sir-  entiai.      It  has  always  struck  me 
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that  (ho  bridegroom  looks  rather  live  report  of  two  hundred  and  forty- 
out  of  place  :it  :i  n  udding,  being,  so  to  seven  [j;ir:igrii]>lis,  wherein  he  showed 
speak,  an  awkward  although  perhaps  conclusively,  in  his  usual  pictur- 
a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  affair ;  esquo  style,  that  if  the  diamonds 
but  nowhere  dees  lie  appear  more  so  should  prove  to  be  plentiful  it 
than  at  a  wedding  in  the  Himalaya,  might  be  a  remunerative  business  to 
Thebrideinust  of  course  return  in  her  the  Government  to  engage  in,  but 
sedan,  for,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sun,  that  if  they  were  scarce  the  affair 
the  dust  would  utterly  spoil  her  would  be  carried  on  at  a  loss  ;  and 
dress  were  she  to  walk;  so  the  having  thus  slated  his  candid  opin- 
bridegroom  must  perforce  either  ion,  left  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Lord 
walk  or  ride  by  her  side — and  most  High  Commissioner  and  Senate  to 
men  would  prefer  the  hitter  alterna-  determine  what  should  be  done, 
tive,  since  it  is  not  every  one  who  Sir  William  was  now  present, 
can  keep  up  gracefully  with  Ihe  pace  radiant  with  white  waistcoat,  and 
of  four  shuttling  stdiin -bearers  in  the  contributed  a  superb  album  with  a 
prime  of  condition.  But  even  then,  cartu  of  himself  on  the  tly-lcuf,  his 
ride  he  never  so  well,  the  general  elbow  resting  gracefully  on  a  copy 
effect  is  a  good  deal  marred  by  the  of  his  celebrated  report  on  the 
need  which  arises  every  minute  cither  Doolees  of  the  Chabootra. 
to  push  on  in  front  or  drop  behind.  And  now,  after  receiving  the  feli- 
at  the  numerous  points  where  the  citations  of  her  friends,  the  bride  dis- 
narrow  road  affords  room  for  only  appeared  for  a  while,  and  presently 
the  sedan  to  pass,  and  on  such  oc-  her  sister  Mary  made  a  sign  to  me  to 
'-:i-inii,  in'  hardly  looks  as  if  he  be-  come  into  the  back  passage^  where 
longed  (o  the  bi*ide,  or  the  bride  to  stood  Eva  in  her  riding-habit  The 
him.  However,  the  short  journey  was  horses  were  ready  up  a  by-path  at 
soon  accomplished,  and  all  the  visi-  the  back  of  the  house  ;  and  before 
torn  assembled,  as  many  as  could  find  the  guests  had  done  with  their  ices 
standing-room,  in  the  drawing-room,  and  champagne,  and  (he  Lord  High 
where  the  wedding-presents  were  on  Commissioner  by  leaving  had  given 
view — the  rest  in  the  veranda  and  the  signal  (of  the  party  to  break  up, 
narrow  space  in  front  of  it  above  we  had  got  beyond  the  inhabited 
the  precipice.  The  gifts  were  hand-  part  of  the  hill  on  our  way  to  a 
some  and  numerous,  for  Mrs.  Barton  little  cottage  a  few  miles  further  in 
was  very  popular,  and  Eva  nut  less  the  mountains,  on  the  margin  of  a 
so.  Her  papa  had  contributed  his  noble  forest,  and  much  aftected  by 
customary  watch  and  chain  ;  Lord  young  couples  as  a  starting-point  for 
and  Lady  Killurney  a  handsome  their  honeymoon  trip, 
bracelet;  while  vases  of  every  va-  Time  pressing,  our  tour  lasted 
riety  covered  the  table,  and  pro-  but  a  few  days,  when  we  returned 
mised  to  form  an  alarming  addition  to  Rhododendron  Lodge  to  make 
to  our  (ravelling  luggage.  Nor  was  our  final  preparations  for  departure. 
Sir  William  Brooke  wanting  lo  the  Emma,  whose  husband  was  coming 
occasion  or  his  reputation  for  gal-  up  on  three  months' leave  later  Id  the 
Ian  try.  lie  hud  been  absent  dur-  season,  had  now  moved  into  a  house 
ing  the  last  week  or  so  on  a  tour  to  of  her  own.  and  only  Mary  remained 
visit  the  Bham&ni  diamond  -  holds,  with  her  mother,  so  there  was  now 
and  after  spending  nearly  forly-eigbt  plenty  of  room  ;  and  1  ara  bound  lo 
hours  in  an  inspection  of  that  im-  Kay  ihe  absence  of  the  children 
portant  locality,  had  returned  to  added  considerably  to  the  comfort 
elucidate  the  subject  in  an  exhaus-  of  the  remaining  occupants— so  much 
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so,  that  Mr.  Barton  was  occasionally  cried  as  the  pretty  creature  was  led 

to  be  found  sitting  in  the  drawing-  away. 

room  talking  to  visitors,  and  would  We  went  to  one  ball  at  the  Castle 

even    return    from    rackets    of    an  before  starting.     Eva  again   wanted 

evening  in  time  to  take  a  walk  with  not  to  dance,  because  she  could  not 

his   wife   and   Mary   before   dinner,  dance  with  me,  but  I  overruled  her ; 

Ifo    had    discovered,    indeed,    that  and   I  am   sure  a  prettier  or  more 

after  all  a   covered  court  was  not  graceful  ornament  to  a  ball-room  was 

such  a  bad  thing  to  play  in ;  and  his  never   seen  than  this  young  bride, 

morning  walks  with  the  big  alpine-  who  evidently  enjoyed  the  dancing 

stock  for   a   companion   having  de-  for  its  own  sake,  without  much  rc- 

veloped  into  a  habit,  the  notion  of  a  ference  to  her  partners, 

change  of  life  was  getting  to  be  dis-  "  You    are    to    be     envied    your 

tasteful,  and  he  began  to  throw  out  good  fortune,   Captain    West,"   said 

mysterious  hints  about  applying  for  the  Lord  High  Commissioner,  as  he 

a  year's  leave  and  spending  the  win-  came  up  behind   me,    "  in  winning 

ter  up  here,  which  it  could  be  seen  so  sweet  a  bride ;  but  we  shall  not 

already  caused  Mrs.  Barton  some  un-  readily  forgive  you  for  carrying  off 

easiness.  our   brightest   ornament  in   such  a 

And    now   the    days   flew    apace  hurry." 

as   our   brief   stay  drew  to  an  end.  I  daresay  some  of  the  people,   as 

We  could   not   loiter.     As    it    was,  they  saw  my  long  face  above  the  col- 

wc  should  probably  come  in  for  the  larof  my  full-dress  jacket,  where  from 

south  -  west    gales    in    the    passage  a  corner  of  the  room  I  looked  on  at 

from  Bombay,  and  all  their  attend-  the   dancing   over   the    shoulder    of 

ant   discomforts,    and   the    heat    in  little   Tommy   CuiHes,    of  the   Civil 

the  plains  was  reported  to  be  very  Service,  who  also  was  not  a  dancing 

great,    so    that    every    day's    delay  man,  thought  that  I   looked  gloomy 

would     make     our      land     journey  and  ill-tempered ;    but,    in   truth,    I 

worse.     We   had   one  or   two  rides  was  unaffectedly  pleased  to  see  Kva 

before  parting  with  the  horses,  and,  so  happy  and  so  admired ;  and  hav- 

looking  at   Kva   as,   dressed  in   the  ing  won  my  prize,  I  could  afford  to 

riding-habit  as  of  yore,  she  galloped  be  free  from  jealousy.     But  I  could 

along  with  the  little  grey  bounding  not     help     thinking     whether     the 

under  her,  it  was  difficult  to  realise  pretty  bloom  on  Kva's  cheek  would 

the  greitness  of  the  change  that  had  withstand   the   ordeal   of  heat    she 

come  over  our  lives,   and   that  the  was  about   to   undergo.     She,   poor 

girl  with  whom  I  had  barely  a  speak-  child,  having  never  spent  a  hot  sea- 

ing  acquaintance  a  month  ago  was  son  in  the  plains,  had  no  conception 

now  really  my  wife.     In  fact,  except  of  what  was  before  her ;  but  I  could 

that  I  had  given  up  my  club  chain-  not   help   asking  myself   if   1    were 

bers,  things  seemed  to  be  quite  un-  right  in  exposing  her  to  this  risk  in 

changed,    and    everything   at   Simla  pursuit    of    a   mere    phantom,    and 

went    on    just   the   same    as    ever,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  and 

Akbar,  by  the  way,  was  bought  by  less   selfish   to  put  off  starting   till 

a    general    officer    who    had    lately  October.     But  1   was  too  obstinate, 

come    out    from     Knglnnd    to    take  and  too  much  bent  on  my  pursuit, 

up  a  division  ;   Selim  was  accepted  phantom  or  not,  to  give  way  to  these 

by  Blunt  as  a  parting  present,  and  scruples. 

he     promised    it   should    never    be  At  last  the  morning  of  our  depar- 

allowed    to    fall    into    bad    hands;  ture  came.     A  crowd  of  porters  stood 

but     its    young     mistress      almost  without   the   veranda   chattering   or 
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squabbling  as  (lie   mate   distributed  during   only   one   year   of   the   last 

the  boxes  ami  bundles  among  them,  twelve;  and,  to  add  to  her  trouble. 

My  bearer,  who  was  to  go  with  us —  "Joc"was  beginning   lo   put  forth 

Eva's  ayah   had   struck   at  the  last  more  pronounced  and  ominous  bints 

moment   and    stopped    behind — had  about    the    superiority    of    covered 

literally  girt   up  his   loins,   and  was  courts,    and    she    was     in     evident 

loading   a   diminutive   mule   with   a  fear,  not  without   cause,    that   now 

miscellaneous    assortment   of   brass  ho    had    once    found    his    way    to 

pots    and    blankets.      Eva's    sedan,  the  Hill-   she  should  never  get  him 

with  its   porters  supplemented  by  a  back  to  Toghlukabad  again.     Barton 

crew  of  four  nearly  linked  additional  himself   made   no   reply    to   the  run- 

men,  stood  in  the  veranda,  unit  my  ning  bre  of  predictions  that  his  wife 

pony   wait(d    <ni[.!dc--tlic    identical  threw  out  of  the  melancholy  fate  in 

piebald   with    the   while    nose   and  store    for    her,    but    stood    leaning 

evil  eye  which  on  a  former  memor-  on    his   alpenstock,  a   pair  of   stout 

able  occasion   had  stood   there  as  a  legs  enclosed  in  knickerbockers,  and 

signal  of  my  triumph.     Early  break-  a  good-natured    obstinate   smile   on 

fast  was  eaten,   the  soda-water,  tea,  his  face.     He  said  little  at  parting, 

champagne,  ami  biscuit*  parked,  and  but  gave   sufficient  evidence  of  his 

all  the  family  assembled  to  see  us  off.  depth  of  feeling  hy  putting  off  his 

Mrs.  Barton  was  in  tears  :   I  think  she  morning  walk  till  after  our  doparl- 

was   as   foiid  of    Eva   as   a   mother  ure,  a  good  two  hours  later  than  his 

could  be  of  a  daughter  she  had  seen  usual  time. 


difficult  to  believe  in  the  baked  slope,  down  for  two  thou- 
ce  of  the  Indian  heat  in  the  sand  fuel  of  ugliest  mountain  land- 
plains  below  when  living  on  the  scape  to  the  hot  shadeless  Talloy 
cool  mountain-top;  but  we  had  not  beneath.  Thence  the  way  lies 
long  to  wait  before  bein^  reminded  for  forty  miles  over  a  succession 
of  what  was  in  storo  for  us,  and  of  minor  mountains  which  intcr- 
what  the  ordinary  lot  of  the  less  vene  between  Sirmoori  and  the 
fortunate  majority  of  our  fellow-  plains,  hare  and  steep  without  being 
countrymen  in  the  East.  For  the  grand,  over  which  the  path  rises  and 
last  few  days  the  usually  clear  air  falls  with  n  fine  contempt  of  gradi- 
of  the  mountain?  had  been  succeeded  ents.  Midway,  about  noon,  we  halt- 
by  a  haze  obscuring  the  prospect,  cd  for  breakfast  at  a  little  shed  digni- 
and  even  at  Sirmoori  the  heat  came  fled  by  the  name  of  hotel,  and  towards 
up  to  the  level  of  a  very  hot  English  the  afternoon  we  mounted  the  last 
summer ;  and  if  the  thermometer  crest,  which  rises  immediately  above 
stands  at  85"  seven  thousand  feet  the  plainB.  This,  like  Sirmoori,  is  a 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  heal  European  settlement ;  the  top  of  the 
at  lower  altitudes  may  be  inferred  ridge  is  dotted  with  cottage?,  and 
by  a  simple  rule  of  three.  The  the  barracks  of  the  convalescent 
end  of  the  mountain- ridge  reached,  depot  of  llritish  troops  occupy  nearly 
the  beautiful  wonds  of  Sirmoori  come  the  highest  point  of  the  hill.  The 
to  a  sudden  termination,  and  we  breeze  rustled  through  the  pines  on 
plunged  do'en  the  sleep  mountain-  the  crest,  cool  and  grateful  after  the 
side,    tho    treeless,    shrublcss,    sun-  sultry    air    of    the   valley   we    had 
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passed.  The  residents  beginning  to  hausted  while  I  fanned  her.  At 
bestir  themselves  for  their  evening  last  she  appeared  to  be  asleep,  and 
walks  and  rides ;  a  few  soldiers  work-  I  fell  into  an  uneasy  doze,  from 
ing  in  the  barrack-gardens;  some  which  I  was  awakened  by  the  jab- 
children  playing  in  the  square, —  bering  of  the  coachman  and  others 
such  was  our  last  glimpse  of  the  changing  horses.  We  had  reached 
healthy  European  life  as  we  plunged  the  wide  sandy  bed  of  a  river, 
down  the  hillside,  not  to  be  met  now  dry,  and  bullocks  were  being 
with  again  till  the  journey  should  yoked  in  to  drag  us  across.  The 
be  ended.  night  was  as  dark  as  before,  ■  but 
It  was  dark  when  the  foot  of  suddenly  through  its  stillness  could 
the  mountains  was  reached  at  the  be  heard  a  low  murmuring  like  dis- 
little  town  of  Palki,  a  desolate  tant  thunder,  increasing  every  in- 
hamlet  composed  of  stores  and  stant  It  was  a  sand-storm  coming 
diminutive  hostelries,  where  the  up,  which,  before  there  was  time  to 
sedan  is  exchanged  for  a  post  carri-  turn  back  and  find  a  better  place  to 
age.  We  had  hurried  through  the  meet  it  in,  burst  upon  us.  It  was 
mountains  in  order  to  make  the  evidently  going  to  be  a  severe  one, 
next  portion  of  the  journey  to  the  and  I  helped  Eva  out  of  the  carriage, 
railway  by  night ;  but  Eva  was  not  apparently  too  soon.  So  violent 
dreadfully  tired  with  the  forty  miles  a  sand-storm  I  had  never  experi- 
of  jolting  in  a  sedan,  and  was  quite  enced  before,  and  the  sandy  ex- 
unfit  for  further  travelling,  yet  to  panse  of  a  dry  river-bed  was  a  bad 
stay  seemed  worse  than  to  go  on.  place  to  meet  it  in.  To  stand  up- 
Thc  happy  travellers  bound  upwards  right  was  impossible,  equally  so  to 
revel  in  the  barrenness  of  this  little  turn  towards  the  wind,  which  pelt- 
town,  whose  purgatorial  wretched-  cd  the  face  with  an  avalanche- 
ncss  seems  but  to  enhance  the  ex-  like  shower  of  burning,  suffocating 
pectation  of  the  mountain  paradise  sand.  Where  the  earth  ended  and 
awaiting  them  above ;  but  even  the  air  began,  could  not  be  told ; 
they  never  stay  longer  than  they  can  the  whole  bed  of  the  river  seemed 
help :  and  a  brief  meal  was  partaken  in  motion.  I  pulled  Eva  to  the 
of  while  the  carriage  was  packed,  ground,  and  we  sat  there  to  prevent 
and  the  old  bearer  mounting  on  the  being  blown  away.  To  speak  was 
roof,  we  started  for  Sikhistan.  The  impossible  for  the  choking  dust, 
night  was  close  and  sultry  beyond  and  to  hear  equally  so  for  the  roar 
anything  I  remember  even  in  I  pper  of  the  earth-laden  wind.  What 
India  at  the  end  of  May.  The  had  become  of  the  rest  of  the 
miserable  ponies,  performing  their  party  we  knew  not ;  I  could  not 
stage  for  the  fourth  time  that  day,  see  my  hands  held  up  before  my 
could  scarcely  be  goaded  out  of  a  face.  It  was  a  darkness  that  might 
walk  ;  the  Mussulman  coachman  was  be  felt.  I  held  Eva  firmly,  for  if  we 
making  his  second  return  journey  separated  there  would  be  no  chance 
since  the  previous  night,  and,  over-  of  finding  each  other  again,  and  wo 
powered  with  his  eighty  miles  of  sat  thus  for  a  time  which  seemed 
labour  of  the  box,  flogged  the  un-  interminable,  but  which  may  have 
happy  beasts  with  less  than  custom-  been  an  hour.  At  one  time  there 
ary  gusto.  No  stars  were  to  be  was  a  lull  for  a  few  seconds,  and  the 
seen ;  a  sort  of  tangible  cloud  seem-  old  bearer  answered  my  hail  from  a 
od  to  settle  down  over  the  earth  ;  few  yards  off;  then  the  storm  came 
our  motion,  such  as  it  was,  produced  on  again  as  badly  as  ever,  and  a 
no  sense  of  air.     Eva  lay  back  ex-  bank  of  sand  fast  forming  behind 
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us  had  just  compelled  our  changing  This  was  a  bad  beginning  for  our 
positions  when  the  violence  of   the  long  journey,  and  I  would  fain  have 
wind  began   to  abate.      The  storm  stayed  and  given  my  poor  little  wife 
did  not,  however,  end  abruptly,  as  I  some  rest,  for  the  hotel  was  clean 
hoped  it  might,  nor  was  it  followed  and  comfortable,  and  comparatively 
by  hail,  as  often   happens ;   and  it  cool ;   but  the  whisperings  of  con- 
was  not  until  the  dawn  succeeded  science  which  counselled  a  return  to 
to  the  weary  night  that  we  were  the  mountains  were  silenced  by  the 
able  to   stir.      Then  at  last,  as  it  pride  which  refused  to  confess  its 
gradually  became  light,  we  were  able  selfish  promptings,  and  if  the  journey 
to  discern  dimly  the  carriage  lying  were  to  be  continued  we  should  be 
overturned,   behind    which   the  old  too  late  for  the  steamer  at  Bombay 
bearer  was  crouching,  while  beyond  unless  we  pushed  on ;  so  we  started 
it  various  mounds  of  sand  indicated  by  rail  the  same  night     We  had  of 
the  luggage  which  had  fallen  off  the  course  a  whole  compartment  to  our- 
roof.     The  coachman  had  been  sit-  selves — for  there  were  no  travellers 
ting  on  the  ground  a  few  yards  fur-  downwards  at  this  season — and  were 
ther  off;    the  bullocks  and  driver  able  to  make  up  comfortable  beds 
had  disappeared.  on  the  seats  ;  but  there  were  plenty 
Our  first  business  was  to  lift  up  of  third-class  native  passengers,  and 
the  luggage  till  we  came  to  the  basket  the  noise  they  made  at  each  station 
of  soda-water,  which,  although  quite  effectually    prevented    Eva,    whose 
hot,  went  some  way  towards  restor-  nerves  were  upset  by  last  night's 
ing  Eva,  who  appeared  in  an  alarm-  storm,  from  getting  any  sleep.     The 
ing  state  of  exhaustion.     Meanwhile  train    stopped    at   a   station    about 
the  coachman,  who  had  gone  back  every  half-hour,  and  there  seemed 
to  the  last  stage,  whither  the  bullocks  always  to  be  more  persons  awaiting 
had  found  their  way,  returned  with  to  go  on  than  there  was  room  for, 
sonic  people,  by  whose  united  efforts  and  a  desperate  struggle  ensued  on 
we  got  the  carriage  up  on  its  wheels,  every  occasion  for  the  places,  with 
and  soon  after  sunrise  we  had  re-  an  indescribable  babel  of  voices,  old 
covered  most  of  our  effects ;  the  bulk  men,  young  men,  women  and  chil- 
of  the  dust,  which  was  a  good  foot  dren,    wandering    jabbering    about 
deep  in  the  carriage,  was  got  rid  off,  the  platform,  staggering  under  the 
and  we  were  able  to  resume  our  jour-  bundles   they   one  and  all   carried, 
ncy.    But  our  progress  was  slow,  for  — the  railway   officials    belabouring 
it  still  blew  very  hard,  and  the  road  everybody  else,  and  trying  to  solve 
was  obstructed  by  fallen  trees,  the  the  problem  of   stowing  every  two 
number    of    which   showed  that   it  persons  in  a  place  where  there  was 
was  fortunate  we  had  been  caught  only  room  for  one.      Not  without 
by  the  storm  in  a  more  open  place,  many  orders  and  ringing  of  bells  is 
Meanwhile    the  heat    continued  in-  the  train  got  under  way ;   and  the 
tense,  although  the  sun  was  entirely  clamour   of   the  unfortunate   third- 
obscured  by  the  dust ;    and  it  was  class  passengers  has  hardly  subsided 
not  until  nearly  twelve  o'clock  that,  into  a  more  suppressed  murmur  be- 
as  wc  crawled  along,  something  like  fore  the  next  station  is  reached,  and 
human  habitations  loomed   through  the  babel  of  sounds  and  ringing  of 
the  hazy  air.      They  were  the  bar-  bells  begins  over  again*     This  with 
racks  of  SikhistSn,  and  shortly  after-  the  heat — the  thermometer  stood  at 
wards  we  reached  the  hotel,  and  I  95°  at  midnight,  happily  there  was 
lifted  Eva  seemingly  more  dead  than  no  renewal  of  the  storm — and  the 
alive  out  of  the  carriage.  jolting  on  this  roughest  of  railway p, 
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rendered  sleep  impossible ;  and  when,  stoppages.  But  the  short  summer 
before  five  o'clock,  the  sun  came  up,  nignt  is  soon  ended,  and  the  fiery 
Eva  was  less  refreshed  than  when  enemy  makes  his  appearance  again, 
she  started.  this  time  on  the  left :  we  have  passed 
And  now  the  day  goes  wearily  the  Prfig  Junction  in  the  night,  and 
on,  marked  only  by  the  change  in  the  train  has  now  changed  its  course 
the  sun's  shadow,  the  rising  of  the  and  is  working  across  the  peninsula 
day  wind  and  its  accompaniment  of  to  the  western  coast.  Now  followed 
dust,  and  the  ever-increasing  heat  another  long  day  much  the  same  as 
The  country  is  everywhere  the  same  the  previous  one,  except  that  the 
— a  perfectly  fiat,  desert-looking  plain  thermometer  showed  a  little  less 
of  reddish-brown  hue,  with  here  and  degree  of  heat ;  that  the  carriage,  the 
there  a  village,  its  walls  of  the  same  seats,  and  everything  within,  were 
colour.  It  looks  a  desert,  for  there  rather  more  dusty  than  before ;  and 
are  no  signs  of  crops,  which  were  that  instead  of  the  everlasting 
reaped  two  months  ago,  and  no  plain,  hills  can  be  seen  on  either 
hedgerows,  but  perhaps  here  and  side  in  the  distance  through  the 
there  an  acacia-tree.  Not  a  traveller  haze.  But  if  the  heat  waB  less  the 
is  stirring  on  the  road,  not  a  soul  to  fair  traveller  was  less  able  to  bear  it 
be  seen  in  the  fields,  but  an  oc-  All  this  day  she  was  hot  and  feverish, 
casional  stunted  bullock  is  standing  and  lay  almost  speechless  on  the 
in  such  shade  as  the  thin  trees  afford,  couch  I  had  made  of  the  seat  Wet 
At  about  every  ten  miles  a  station  towels  hung  up  to  the  windows 
is  reached,  each  exactly  like  the  pre-  made  the  carriage  a  little  cooler,  but 
vious  one  and  the  next  following,  it  was  difficult  to  keep  them  moist 
and  with  the  same  set  of  expectant  under  the  rapid  evaporation  caused 
travellers  crowding  the  platform,  by  our  motion  through  the  parching 
each  with  his  bundle  on  the  end  of  air.  Happily  we  had  plenty  of  ice, 
a  staff,  converted  by  the  arrival  of  otherwise  I  think  Eva  would  not 
the  train  into  the  same  excited,  noisy,  have  lived  through  the  day,  so 
belaboured  seekers  for  room  as  the  utterly  prostrated  did  she  seem  by 
travellers  of  the  night  At  twelve  the  heat  Not  a  single  European 
o'clock  the  thermometer  in  the  car-  traveller  had  joined  the  train  since 
riagc  rose  to  110°:  at  three  it  stood  we  started,  two  days  ago;  and  here 
at  114°.  At  the  Shahjehanabad  even  the  third-class  carriages  were 
Junction  wo  stopped  for  an  hour  and  almost  deserted,  for  we  were  pass- 
found  a  meal  prepared  of  sodden  ing  through  a  poorer,  less  thickly- 
cutlets  and  curry,  with  a  decoction  of  peopled  country.  Almost  the  only 
tea,  the  whole  plentifully  garnished  persons  in  the  train  were  the  engine- 
with  flies ;  but  Eva  was  past  taking  driver  and  guard ;  the  latter,  a  burly 
anything  but  soda-water  and  biscuits,  ruddy-looking  man,  evidently  an 
and  I  was  not  much  more  hungry  old  soldier,  came  frequently  to  the 
myself,  so  the  tempting  viands  were  door  of  our  carriage  to  exchange 
put  away  to  serve  for  the  passengers  by  a  few  words,  and  inquire  after 
the  next  dav's  train.  At  the  Akbara-  Eva,  whose  prostrate  condition  ex- 
bad  Junction  there  was  another  halt  cited  his  compassion.  u  The  lady 
and  the  same  bill  of  fare.  Gradually  seems  to  feel  the  heat  a  great  deal, 
the  sun  went  down,  and  the  wind  sir,"  he  said,  as  he  stood  at  our  car- 
and  the  dust  subsided,  and  another  riage-door  at  one  halting-place,  and 
stifling  night  succeeded,  with  un-  partook  of  some  claret  and  ice. 
easy  slumbers,  broken  by  the  ever-  "  Yes,"  I  replied ;  "  this  long  jour- 
recurring  hubbub  of  the  half-hourly  ney,  too,  tries  her.     But  you  must 
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have  a  hot  time  of  it  going  up  anil  the  carriage  together  had  greatly 
down  in  this  way."  "Yea,  said  aggravated  my  wife's  prostrate  condi- 
tio, "  I  ought  to  bo  pretty  well  ac-  tion.  She  complained  that  all  her 
customed  to  it  by  this  time,  but  limbs  ached,  and  every  jolt  of  tho 
this  last  week  beats  everything  train  seemed  to  cause  her  agony. 
within  my  experience.  The  engine-  She  was  quite  unable  to  lift  her 
driver,  you  see,  he  get*  changed  head;  and  but  for  the  ice,  of  which 
every  eighty  tidies  or  so,  but  1  have  there  was  happily  abundance,  and 
to  go  right  through.  That's  where  the  champagne  I  mixed  with  it,  I 
it  is  you  see.  I  declare  I  feel  al-  don't  think  she  wmiM  have  reached 
most  dazed  and  done  up."  And  the  end  of  tho  journey  alive.  As  it 
dazed  and  done  up  he  began  to  was,  1  counted  anxiously  the  tedious 
look  as  the  day  wore  on.  At  last  minutes  between  'tic  stations,  which 
I  noticed  thnt  wo  vrera  stopping  seemed  to  be  ever  farther  and  far- 
longer  than  usual  at  a  station,  ther  apart  as  we  went  on.  And 
and,  looking  on!,  observed  the  sta-  conscience  heightened  my  distress 
tion-master  with  several  persons  at  witnessing  her  suffering,  brought 
etaring  in  at  the  guard's  carriage,  so  about  by  my  selfish  impetuosity,  and 
got  out  to  see  whtitwasthc  matter.  I  felt  my  conduct  to  be  the  more 
The  poor  fellow  was  dead  on  the  shameful  that  my  poor  gentle  suf- 
floor — dead  from  the  heat  1  We  ferer  never  reproached  me  so  much 
could  not  leave  him  in  this  jungle;  as  by  a  look  for  bringing  her  this 
bo,  covering  the  body  with  a  cloth,  journey,  but  accepted  her  condi- 
we  went  on  till,  an  hour  or  two  tion  wilh  jn.-rfi.rt  i-c-igiuUion.  That 
later,  a  station  was  readied  where  persons  should  make  journeys  of 
a  European  station-master  was  in  indefinite  length  at  any  season  of 
charge,  and  a  doctor  and  other  tho  year  in-  tho  way  of  business,  on 
officials  livinK  in  the  neighbour-  promotion,  or  even  to  take  up  a 
hood:  and  the  corpse  was  made  short  lease  of  acting  appointments, 
over  for  interment  with  a  writ-  she  know  to  be  of  common  occur- 
ton  statement  of  tho  circumstances,  rente,  and  at  mention  of  tho  word 
which  the  engine-il river  signed  as  business  tier  curiosity  ended.  I  could 
well  as  myself.  The  poor  fellow,  not  venture  to  tell  her  what  I  now 
it  appears,  had  a  wife  and  children  felt  to  be  the  case,  that  my  business, 
two  hundred  miles  up  the  line;  seen  under  the  sobering  influence  of 
the  station-master  promised  to  send  her  alarming  slate,  seemed  now  to 
a  subordinate  to  them  by  the  next  be  the  merest  pretence  of  reality, 
up-train  to  tell  the  poor  woman  all  that  it  eould  have  been  easily  de- 
that  there  was  to  tell  ;  and  there  ferrod  for  a  few  months,  and  that 
seemed  no  more  to  he  done.  I  did  the  real  object  of  our  hurried  jour- 
not  let  Eva  know  what  bad  hap-  ney  was  a  possible  fool's  errand, 
pencd,  and  she  was  (oo  unwell  to  How  bitterly  I  regretted  now,  as 
notice  that  anything  was  the  matter ;  tho  endless  milestones  seemed  to 
and  I  confess  to  being  too  much  come  up  ever  and  ever  more  slowly, 
concerned  with  her  condition  to  that  I  had  not  turned  back  nt  Sik- 
think  long  about  litis  poor  fellow,  histfin,  when  return  was  possible! 
except  so  far  is  that  his  death  It  was  too  late,  however,  to  think  of 
shadowed  forth  the  likelihood  of  a  going  back  now  ;  there  was  nothing 
greater  calamity.  for  it  but  to  push  on  to  the  coast, 
A  third  night  succeeded  this  tcr-  watching  my  poor  sweet  patient  in. 
rible  day,  and  when  moruiug  came  an  agony  of  anxiety, 
the  fever  and   continued  shaking  of  When  the  third  morning  arrived, 
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there  was  a  change  in  the  weather,  able  to  breathe  the  fresh  sea  gale 
The  sun  was  hidden,  but  this  time  which  rattled  against  the  carriage- 
by  clouds,  not  dust,  and  a  cool  blinds,  and  to  enjoy  in  languid 
breeze  was  blowing  from  the  west-  fashion  the  beauty  of  the  changing 
ward,  and  soon  we  ran  into  a  violent  view,  as  we  rushed  past  woods,  wild 
storm  of  thunder  and  lightning  with  hills,  and  lakes  set  in  mountains, 
torrents  of  rain.  It  was  the  first  till,  running  through  a  flat  expanse 
burst  of  the  monsoon  on  the  Western  of  rice-fields  in  all  the  greenness  of 
Ghauts.  The  change  acted  at  once  the  early  season,  we  arrived  at  last 
like  magic  on  Era,  and  she  was  so  at  our  journey's  end,  two  days  before 
revived  during  her  long  halt  at  the  the  date  for  departure  of  the  mail- 
top  of  the  great  incline,  that  I  began    steamer. 

to  hope  her  prostration  might  be  due        Unfortunately,  we  were  too  late 
to    the    heat  and    fatigue  she  had    for  a  calm  passage.     Eva  was  a  bad 
undergone,  and  not  to  any  serious    sailor,  and  seeing  how  knocked  up 
illness.      The    rain    felt    cold    and    she   was  before  starting,  I  bitterly 
chilly  after   the  heat,  and  a  warm    repented  anew  of  my  selfish  rashness 
shawl  was  grateful  in  the  waiting-    which  had  torn  her  away  from  her 
room    whither   I    had   carried  her ;    comfortable  mountain  home  at  such 
while  I  took  the  opportunity  of  our    a   season.     But  regrets  were  vain- 
stay  here  to  get  the  carriage  cleared    To  return  was  out  of  the  question ; 
of  its  three  days'  accumulation   of    the  doctor  whom   I   called  in   said 
dust  and   engine-ashes.     The  train    the  change  to  England  would  now  be 
now   started  again  on   its  progress    better    than   stopping  at    Bombay; 
down  the  great  incline,  wrapped  in    and  the  second  day  after  our  arrival 
mist  and  rain   which  obscured    all    there  we  started  on  our  voyage, 
view;     but    at    one    time    the    fog        It  was   blowing  very  fresh  that 
rolled  away  for  a  few  minutes,  and    morning,  and  the  little  tug  which 
we  could  see  the  lino  winding  down    took    us    oil*    to  the    "  Bcejapoor w 
what  seemed  to  be  the  perpendicu-    bobbed  up  and  down  in  the  short 
lar  face  of  the  hill  for  hundreds  of    cross  sea  of  the  harbour,  thoroughly 
feet,   while  below  was  stretched  a    drenching  all    the    passengers    and 
wide  expanse  of    flat  country,    all    luggage,  and  giving  us  a  foretaste  of 
clothed  in  green,  fringed  with  fantas-    what    might  be    expected    outside, 
tic  mountains,  with  winding  rivers    There  was  a  respite  when  the  deck 
and  what  seemed  to  be  lakes  glis-    of  the  steamer  was  reached,  for  the 
tcning  in  the  morning  sunshine,  the    great  vessel  lay  motionless  at  her 
sea  visible  in  the  far  distance.    Then    anchor,  as  if  defying  the  wind  which 
the    mist    rolled    over    again    and    rattled  through  her  rigging,  and  pre- 
blotted  out  the  view  which,   after    paring  for  the  conflict  awaiting  her. 
the  desert  of  heat  and  dust  we  had    This  soon  arrived ;   the  mails  came 
passed     through,     seemed     like    a    on  board,  and  the  few  persons  who 
glimpse  of  paradise ;  while  the  sen-    had  braved  the  harbour  waves  to  see 
sation  I  felt  at  witnessing  my  wife's    the  last  of  their  friends  returned  to 
restoration  only  those  can  appreciate    the  tug — among  these  my  old  bearer, 
who  have  begun  to  lose  hope  when    Dear  old  man !  he  had  been  in  my 
watching  by  some  dear  one  stricken    service    for  a  dozen  years,   during 
with  illness.  which  time  we  had  exchanged  per- 

Thc  bottom  of  the  great  incline  haps  half-a-dozen  words  a- day,  yet 
reached,  we  entered  again  upon  the  I  believe  he  was  as  attached  to  me 
sunshine,  and  Eva,  half  sitting  up  on  as  I  was  to  him.  I  have  seldom 
a  couch  of  cushions  and  pillows,  was    felt  more  keenly  the  benefit  of  being 
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welloff  than  »  lien  it  enabled  me  to  fine  poor  follow,  an  indigo  planter, 
leave  this  faithful  olil  fellow  inde-  going  home  with  liver  complaint, 
pendent  of  further  service,  and  to  and  who  se&mcd  at  death's  door, 
spend  the  rest  of  his  days  with  the  stuck  to  the  deck,  himself  and  his 
wife  and  children  to  whom  he  used  to  mattress  being  laslicJ  to  the  saloon 
remit  about  ino-thirds  of  his  wages,  .skylight,  on  which  he  lay,  drenched 
and  whom  he  ha]  been  accustomed  with  spray  and  occasional  waves, 
to  see  during  a  ln-itrf  visit  every  third  and  only  less  miserable  than  the 
or  fourth  year.  native  servant,  who,  rather  than 
Tho  mails  on  board,  we  got  no-  leave  his  master  unattended,  had 
der  way  immediately,  and  I  had  broken  his  caste  and  braved  the  hor- 
hardly  time  to  see  Eva  made  com-  rors  of  tho  dreaded  ''black  water," 
for  table  ill  her  cabin  when  the  This  faithful  creature  staggered 
harbour  entrance  was  reached,  and  about  more  dead  than  alive  to  wait 
the  Beejapo.ir  made  her  first  pitch  upon  the  sick  man,  and  when  the 
downwards,  as  if  saluting  her  ndver-  latter  was  asleep,  lay  huddled  on 
sary,  and  commenced  to  fight  her  the  wet  deck  bciow  him,  tho  very 
way  across  the  Indian  Ocean  in  the  personification  of  unselfish  patience, 
teeth  of  the  south-west  monsoon.  Happily  I  had  no  time  to  be  sca- 
Thcn  tho  dance  began;  —  first  a  sick,  fur  Eva's  slate  called  for  all 
great  plunge  down  which  seemed  as  my  energies.  I  tried  hard  to  get 
if  there  was  to  bo  no  recovery,  and  a  servant  at  Bombay,  but  at  this 
found  a  responsive  vibration  at  the  season  no  eligible  ones  offered 
bottom  of  the  stomach  ;  then  a  themselves ;  and  the  only  two  can- 
great  roll  to  the  right  till  the  boats  didates  were  a  stout  gunner's  wife 
on  tho  davits  were  rushing  through  with  a  strong  Milesian  accent  and 
the  water,  and  it  looked  as  if  a  very  a  very  red  race,  suggestive  of  coun- 
little  more  were  needed  to  turn  her  try  rum,  and  a  young  lady  from 
over  altogether ;  but  she  is  up  again,  Goa  with  bare  feet,  and  a  dirty 
and  makes  a  corresponding  roll  to  petticoat,  which  iv  in  prised  apparent- 
tho  loft,  as  if  preferring  to  capsize  ly  the  whole  of  her  wardrobe,  who 
on  that  side.  This  evidently  must  spoke  only  the  unintelligible  jmtoi* 
be  the  last  roll  ;  but  no,  she  thinks  of  her  native  district,  and  admitted 
better  of  it,  and  conies  up  again  on  under  cxaimriutunt  through  tho  mo- 
her  keel  for  a  bit  ;  and  so  goes  on  dium  of  an  interpreter,  that  this 
repeating  the  process  ail  iniinitiuii  would  be  lier  first  experience  of  sea- 
byway  of  proving  her  stability.  I  voyages.  Fortunately  the  stew- 
could  not  bave  supposed  that  a  two-  ardess  was  efficient,  and  had  no 
thousand  ton  ship  could  he  tossed  other  calls  on  her  time,  there  being 
about  in  this  way.  But  the  Beejapoor  no  other  Indies  on  board  ;  but  I  could 
had  no  cargo  bo  speak  of,  and  a  scarcely  bear  to  leave  Eva  even  for  a 
duck-punt  or  a  Itob  Hoy  canoe  moment,  for  lieronly  pleasure  seemed 
could  hardly  have  danced  about  to  ho  to  hold  my  hand  as  she  lay, 
more.  Happily  there-  were  only  her  eyes  closed,  a  death-like  pallor  on 
half-a-dozen  passengers,  and  room  her  face.  I  could  see  that  the  ship 
for  nearly  two  hundred,  so  that  doctor  bus  alarmed  about  her,  and 
although  the  porta  were  ail  closed,  indeed  there  seemed  cause  for  fear, 
the  air  below  was  tolerably  pure.  Even  the  champagne  which  was 
Had  the  ship  been  crowded  we  go  efficacious  on  the  railway  jour- 
should  have  been  suffocated,  for  ney  seemed  to  fail ;  solid  food  she 
although  it  was  cool  enough  on  could  take  none.  Trying  as  that 
deck,  it  was  stilling   in   the   cabins,  journey    had     been,    how     often    1 
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wished  wc  were  back  in  the  train    who  promised  to  send  him  back  to 
again.     It  really  seemed  as  if  my    India  by  the  next  steamer, 
poor  darling  could    not  last  much        Arrived  at  Suez,  the  air  becom- 
longer;    and   I  felt    like  a   shame-    ing  perceptibly   cooler    as  we    ap- 
stricken  heartless  villain   for   being    proached  ttie  head  of  the  Red  Sea, 
the  cause.     For  nine  days  we  went    a  few  hours'  railway  journey  carried 
on  in  this  fashion.     Sometimes    it    us    into    a    Mediterranean    climate, 
blew   a   little   harder   with  squalls    That  sea  was  in  its  happiest  mood, 
of  rain,  sometimes  a  little  less ;  but    and  as  we  steamed  past  Crete  and 
the  wind  was  always  strong,  and  al-    the  coast  of  Greece,  the  light  nor- 
ways  nearly  dead  ahead.     Not  a  sail    thcrly  breeze  brought  life  into  my 
did  wc  see  in  our  course  except  once ;    poor  wearied  darling.     The  weather 
when  we  passed  the  outward   mail-    was    perfect,   the    steamer  not  too 
steamer  scudding  along   under   sail    crowded,   the  table  good,   and    tho 
at  fifteen  knots  an  hour.     Wc  were    little    red  -  faced  Italian    captain    a 
going  about  five.  At  last,  on  the  tenth    model     of     good-nature,     who,     to 
morning,  both  wind  and  sea  began    oblige    us,  took    the    inner    course 
sensibly  to  abate,  and  by  evening    among  the  islands.     Eva  could  now 
we  were  running  along  in  perfectly    even  join  the  saloon  party  at  meals, 
calm  water  with  the   mountains   of    but  for  the  most   part  sho  would 
Arabia  fifty  miles  off  on  our  beam,    sit  in  an  easy-chair,  wrapped  in  a 
We  had  worked  through  the  mon-    thick  shawl — for  European  breezes 
soon.      The  next    day  we    arrived    struck  chill  after  the  broiling,  wo 
at     Aden,    scarcely    an    hour     too    had    gone    through — watching    the 
soon,   for  without  the  food  which    scenery  as  one  island  and  mountain 
Eva  was    now    able    to    take,    she    after  another  rose  into  view.      To 
could  hardly  have  held  out  much    see  her  hourly  getting  better,  the 
longer.  sense  of  rest  and  freedom  from  the 

The  voyage  up  the  Red  Sea  was  continued  anxiety  of  tho  last  three 
calm,  and  as  Eva  could  now  keep  weeks,  the  delicious  air,  and  the 
tho  deck  both  night  and  day,  tho  beauty  of  the  scenery,  made  this 
heat  was  bearable.  But  the  passage  short  voyage  one  of  the  happiest 
through  the  Indian  Ocean,  added  times  in  my  life, 
to  his  disease,  had  been  too  much  By  the  time  wo  reached  Brindisi, 
for  the  sick  man,  who  found  a  last  Eva  was  able  to  walk  tho  deck, 
resting-place  about  midway  between  and  the  peaceful  aspect  of  tho 
Aden  and  Suez.  His  native  servant  Adriatic  tempted  us  to  continue  tho 
gat  in  the  waist  of  the  ship  for  the  voyage  to  Venice.  It  would  have 
rest  of  the  voyage,  hardly  moving  been  wiser  to  tarry  a  while  in  Italy, 
from  his  blanket  except  to  make  his  before  undertaking  another  long 
frugal  mid-day  meal  of  parched  grain,  land  journey ;  but  Kva  did  not  feel 
with  a  drink  of  water  from  a  jar  he  disposed  for  sight  -  seeing,  and  in 
had  brought  with  him,  and  the  care  my  selfishness  I  perhaps  cxaggcr- 
of  which  had  been  the  only  thing  ated  the  strength  of  tho  desire  sho 
that  divided  his  attention  to  his  expressed  to  be  at  home  :  but  the 
master.  The  latter  had  been  too  result  was  that  wo  travelled  steadily 
weak  at  the  last  to  specify  any  in-  onwards,  only  stopping  for  a  few 
structions  for  the  payment  of  wages  hours  here  and  there,  and,  arriving 
to  the  poor  fellow,  who  wc  found  at  Paris  late  ono  evening,  started  for 
possessed  only  a  few  rupees ;  but  wc  Calais  by  the  morning  train.  §  Tho 
got  up  a  subscription  for  him,  and  Channel  was  as  propitious  a's  tho 
made  him  over  to  the  agent  at  Suez,    Mediterranean  ;     and    as    wc    sped 
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along  in  (he  mail  express  through  place  in  Kent.  But  no!  wo  shool 
Bent,  En  gin  nil  welcomed  us  in  her  throuiili  a  tunnel,  and  here  is  another, 
freshest,  brightest  summer  garb.  Victorian  tint  hie,  which  looks  if 
Was  ever  grass  so  green  before  as  anything  a  trifle  more  comfortable 
clothes  tbe.s  si  roil  ruled  slopes:  And  and  complete.  Close  upon  it  fol- 
then  the  ;<W  '.  No  monotonous  red  lows  a  third,  and  so  the  whole  way 
glare  or  uniform  dull  mist,  but  the  through  the  country.  How  puz- 
•  sunshine  which  lights  up  the  zling  it  must  be  to  decide  where  to 
country  we  are  dashing  through  ib  settle!  Here  we  rush  by  a  perfect 
set  off  by  a  liackgrmmfl  of  lieeey  cluster  of  snug  places,  each  in  apple- 
clouds  in  the  distance  with  golden  pie  order,  each  representing  an  in- 
edges  toward  the  sun  and  dark  come  of  three  thousand  a-year  at  the 
shadows  behind ;  and  see,  over  least.  Where  do  all  these  people 
yonder,  a  summer  shower  is  falling,  get  three  thousand  a-year  from '! 
while  hero  the  landscape  is  dancing  They  can't  all  of  them,  like  myself, 
in  golden  light.  People  talk  about  have  had  bachelor  uncles  to  leave 
the  wonders  of  the  East;  surely  the  thein  that  sum.  Now  wc  come  to 
wonders  of  home  are  greater.  One  villas  on  a  smaller  scale,  but  still 
must  have  been  absent  a  dozen  complete  and  comfortable,  belonging 
years  from  it  to  appreciate  its  evidently  to  well-to-do  people  who 
beauties  ;  nor  does  tho  foretaste  go  up  every  day  to  town.  The  oc- 
obtained  in  passing  through  Italy  cupiers  of  that  terrace  must  bo  able 
and  France  dull  the  sense  of  sur-  to  spend  quite  lifteen  hundred  a- 
priso  and  delight  at  tho  infinite  year.  And  now  the  houses  aro 
freshness  and  beauty  of  England  closer  and  smaller ;  but  still  what 
when  revisited  in  early  summer,  prosperous  occupations  the  people 
Are  those  mon-tn.us  animals  which  must  have  who  occupy  them,  and 
are  feeding  in  that  field  tame  bison,  what  an  interminable  number  of 
or  can  they  lie  English  sheep  ?  And  them  there  must  be,  descending 
see !  what  is  that  wild  beast  in  prosperity  like  the  figures  in  a 
crouching  against  the  bank  below  Dutch  auction,  as  we  get  nearer  to 
the  wood  *  I*  it  a  wolf?  or  is  it  a  London,  still  ever  so  far  off'!  people 
donkey?  So!  it  is  an  English  hare,  with  a  thousand  a-year,  eight  hun- 
which  cocks  up  its  tail  and  gallops  off  dred,  six  hundred,  five  hundred,  four 
leisurely  as  ne  pass  by,  too  much  ac-  hundred,  and  so  on,  till  that  hideous 
customed  to  the  phenomenon  to  hurry  junction  is  reached  where  no  one 
himself  about  express  trains.  Then  would  live  who  had  any  income  at 
tho  trim  country  houses.  Hero  is  all  to  speak  of.  And  now  comes  a 
one,  modem  Klixabelhan,  with  its  change— -a  bird's  eye  view  of  smoke, 
grounds  bordered  by  noble  trees,  its  squalor,  poverty,  and  dirt,  till  at 
sunny  greenhouses  and  shrubberies,  last,  crossing  the  river,  we  arc  lost 
its  garden  ablaze  with  flowers,  and  in  a  maze  of  walls  and  covered 
its  trim  croquet-lawn,  the  very  spot  ways,  and  finally  are  shot  into 
one  would  select  to  spend  a  happy  the  station,  and  find  a  termination 
life  in,  and  serene  old  age.  Surely  of  our  journey  in  the  Grand  Bcl- 
it    is    the    trimmest     and     prettiest  grnvia  Hotel. 
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An  exceptional  life  is  generally  a  bringing  down  the  conditions  of   a 
short  one ;  when  men  live  long,  not  heavenly  life  either  to   May  Fair  op 
only  do  they  tame  down  out  of  those  Bethnal   Green  ?— but     he    did    his 
ardours  and  enthusiasms  which  lead  best,  with  lavish  expenditure  of    all 
to  everything  that  is  strange,  ccccn-  that  he  had  and  was,  and    has   left 
trie,  and    Quixotic,  but  the  routine  us  his  bright  but  broken  essay  at 
of  existence  pulls  them  softly  down  existence  for  our  instruction  and  re- 
from  their  pedestals,  takes  the  glory  proof — a  thing  which  few  of  us  can 
out  of  the  ideals  they  have  cherished,  imitate,  which  is  indeed  an  interrupt 
and  reconciles  them  to  the  ordinary  tion  of  the  peaceful  monotony  which 
course  of    the   world.     The   young  makes  life  possible,  but  which  yet 
man  who  is  perfectly  content  with  stimulates   the   listlessness   of    toat 
t'ic    arrangements  of  society  round  practicable    quiet  as    nothing    else 
him,  who  has  no  desiro  to  overturn  could  do  half  so  we'l. 
anything  or  mend  anything,  is  a  safe        The  book  in  which  this  brief  life 
man,  likely  to  live  all  his  days  out,  and  is  epitomised — wo    cannot    say  even 
provident  of  comfort  in  the  long  level  recorded,    for  much    that    goes    to 
which  he   sees  before  him.     Many,  make  up  the  attraction  of  a  sympa- 
it  is  true,  who  have  been  enthusias-  thetic  record  is  left  out — is  neither 
tic  in  their  youth,  calm  down  with  eloquent    nor    very    wise.      It  is  a 
the  touch  of  years,  and  become  con-  basket  of   fragments ;  and  oven  the 
tent  with  everything  as  soon  as  they  fragments    contain    a    great     many 
themselves  are  established  in    com-  crudities,    scraps   of    immaturo    re- 
fort;  but  it  is  the  young  generally  flection  and  hasty  opinion.     Wo  can 
who  make  those  beautiful,  impossible  see   but     dimly,    through    the    veil 
attempts  for  the  good  of  their  fellow-  of  a  phraseology  which  has  become 
men,  at  which  wo  wonder   and  ad-  common    to  a   class,   the   individual 
mire,  with  a  half-shame  of  our  own  features  of  the   man.      No   attempt 
egotism  which  prevents  us  from  fol-  has  been   made,    indeed,  to   convey 
lowing  their  example,  and  a  half-pride  these  individual  features  to  us.     His 
in  our  superior  wisdom  which  keeps  friends  have  judged,  perhaps  wisely, 
us  from  trying  it     Such  an  excep-  that  the  life  which  had  little  more 
tional  existence  was  that  of  Edward  than  promise  to  make  it  interesting 
Denison.*      He    lived    but    thirty  to  mankind,  did  not  require  nor  call 
years  in  this  world ;  and   therefore  for    fuller   exposition.     A  hope,    an 
nature,  prescient  of  the  near  ending,  caimst  endeavour,  a  warm  and  vigor- 
felt  no  necessity  upon  her  to  u  stay,"  ous  impulse — this  is  what  wo  And  in 
but  let  him  run  his  course,  as  a  run-  the  book.  The  young  hero  was  the  son 
ner  in  a  short   race   is   justified   in  of  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  thus 
doing,  wTith  an  expenditure  of  force  only  nephew  of  the  late  Speaker ;  he 
which    would    be    impossible    were  was  educated  at   Eton  and  Oxford : 
the  effort  a  long  one.     Ho  rushed  at  and  he  lived,  as  we  have  said,  about 
his  goal,  Hinging  himself  headlong  in-    thirty  years;  travelled  mti  *h,  work- 
to  the  race  ;  and  it  is  true  he  did  not    ed    much,    fell    ill    and     died  ;    the 
succeed — what  man  ever  succeeds  in    briefest     uneventful    history  —  just 


*  Li-ttiTi*  and  otli«T  Writing*  of  the  late  Ed  ward  Denison,  M.P.  for  Newark;  edited 
by  Sir  Baldwin  Lcigliton,  Bart.    London  :  Buntlcy  &  Son. 
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enough  to  make  happy  anil  to  break  total  self-abnegation — he  had  duties 
the  hearts  of  some  few  individuals,  to  his  family  and  the  world  which 
to  move  more  lightly  a  lurgcr  syru-  ho  did  not  abandon.  In  short,  the 
pathetic  circle,  but  not  to  after t  whole  enterprise  was  as  legitimate, 
the  world.  Yet  there  is  something  as  excusable,  as  if  it  had  been  an 
to  toueh  the  world  in  the  brief  record.  Alpine  expedition  ;  the  only  differ- 
Atnong  his  travels  Edward  Dcnison  core  being  that  fie  went  not  to  risk 
made  one  which  few  men  of  his  class  lives  but  to  siivo  them— not  to  ex- 
and  generation  have  made.  He  plore  hare  rocks  and  frozen  ice,  but 
went  not  to  the  Himalayas,  or  tho  men — and  that  his  purpose  was  at 
Caucasus,  or  the  Matterhorn,  but  to  once  patri'-.tic  and  Christian,  having 
the  East  End  of  London;  and  find-  the  highest  meaning,  instead  of  hav- 
ing there  a  mass  of  his  fellow-  ing  no  meaning  at  all.  We  will 
creatures  as  hupeless  as  savages,  and  not  promise  the  reader  that  he  will 
less  happy,  with  no  man  caring  for  be  half  so  much  amused  by  this 
their  souls,  but  only  giving  such  a  book  as  he  was  by  Mr.  Whympcr's 
spasmodic  regard  to  their  bodies  as  Alpine  rambles  ;  but  yet  Phil  pot 
injured  body  and  soul  together —  Street,  Commercial  Koad,  is  not  with- 
this  young  gentleman  went  and  out  an  interest  of  its  own. 
lived  among  them  in  modest  silence,  It  is  not  so  very  long  ago  but 
making  no  commotion,  organising  that  most  of  us  can  remember  tho 
no  society,  but  doing  what  one  little  stir  made  in  the  papers  about 
true  man  could  do  to  mend  matters,  a  "  Society  f«  L.T^misiiie;  Charitable 
and  qualifying  himself,  as  he  hoped,  Relief,"  which  was  got  up  under 
to  plead  their  cause  and  explain  the  auspices,  we  think,  of  the  then 
their  circumstances,  «nd  help  to  Bishop  of  London — and  by  means  of 
legislate  for  Ihcm  in  tho  days  to  which  the  young  men  of  fashion 
come.  This  hope  has  not  come  to  who  have  nothing  to  do,  were,  we 
pass.  Ho  has  carried  his  knowledge  were  told,  to  be  converted  into  mis- 
instead  to  the  footstool  of  a  Sore-  sionaries  of  charity,  and  taught  such 
reign  still  better  acquainted  with  a  lesson  at  tho  same  time  as  to  tho 
their  troubles  than  himself  ;  and  let  seriousness  of  life  as  could  not  fail  to 
us  hope  has  had  his  eager  heart  leave  its  influence  upon  their  own 
stilled  by  the  revelations  of  some  butterfly  existence.  For  onco  this 
wonderful  way  in  which  all  their  sanguine  anticipation  of  the  news- 
miseries  shall  be  utilised  or  compen-  papers  came  true — if  in  no  other 
sated — the  only  thought  which  can  case  at  least  in  this  one.  The  East 
give  the  sickened  sou!  any  consola-  End  was  at  that  time  ( 1869)  in  tho 
tion  in  sight  of  all  the  terrible  para-  full  Hood  of  one  of  its  great  crises  of 
doxes  amid  which  we  are  compelled  distress.  Mr.  Dcnison  had  this  so* 
to  live.  of  misery  thus  brought  before  his 
The  central  chapter  in  his  life  was  eyes.  He  saw  how  deep  and  how 
short,  not  lasting  more  than  eight  dense  it  was,  and  at  the  same  time 
months  ;  this  fact,  however,  docs  not  lie  saw  that  tho  young  gentlemen 
detract  from  but  rather  adds  to  its  from  tho  clubs,  with  tho  best  inten- 
importance:  for  there  was  no  foolish-  tions  in  the  world,  and  plenty  of 
ness  of  enthusiasm  about  the  act,  money  in  their  piu.-cs.  were  not  tho 
but  a  serious  resolution  to  see  with  kind  of  agency  likely  to  do  much 
his  own  eyes  and  hear  with  his  own  good  in  it— or  at  least  that,  if  good 
cars,  and  do  with  his  own  hands  was  to  be  done,  the  conditions  of 
whatever  it  might  be  possible  to  do.  the  work  must  he  changed.  "  It  was 
He  was   under  no  religious   vow  of  impassible,    ns   he   describes,   to   do 
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any  adequate  work  without  residing  in  their  fellow-creatures  was  here 
on  the  spot,  the  waste  of  energy  in  at  least  impossible.  This  last  and 
locomotion  being  itself  an  intcrrup-  bitterest  point  is  not  referred  to  in 
tion  to  steady  non  -  intermittent  the  following  letter,  which  how- 
application  such  as  he  had  pre-  ever,  expresses  the  young  writer's 
scribed  for  himself."  Ho  accord-  perception  of  the  ineffectual  char- 
ingly  went,  with  the  courage  which  acter  of  the  public  work : — 
is  so  much  more  unusual  in   this 

kind  of  enterprise  than  in  any  other,  "  If  I  am  not  going  to  be  all  the  win- 
to  the  very  field  of  action,  and  estab-  tei\ in  J°™  !  must  give  up  my  post 
i:«uA,i  uinianu  :«  «««  *t  +u«  „nUw«iw  under  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of 
hshed  himself  in  one  of  the  unlovely  DlrtrMBt    Indecd  f  am  not  BUro  ^t  x 

streets  in  that  terrible  desert  of  un-  should  not  have  done  so  in  any  case.    I 

loveliness,    where   life    puts    on  its  can't  believe  in  those  doles  of  bread  and 

most  sordid  garb.     To  be  sure  there  mwrt,  and  the  time  they  occupy  in  dis- 

was  not  nearly  so  much  real  suffer-  ^S^^^S:^  mo^solid 

mg  involved  as  there  is  in  the  life  j  Bn0uld  visit  as   before    in    that  dte- 

of  the  traveller  who  goes  to  Africa,  triet    on   my  own    4  hook/  and    apply 

or  Asia,  or  even   to  him  who  goes  what  money  I    could   Berapc   together 

fishing  in  Norway,  or  pursuing  big  ™y*clf  ?*  bo*  fro™  ^nds   In  dcalinc 

_     •   .       *u         Lu ™    ««JL   3  thoroughly  and  radically  wltli   a   small 

game  into  other   unknown   parts  of  numb(£  0f  canes  of  aggravated  distress. 

the   earth  ;    but   the  effort  was  lm-  These  bread-and-mcat   doles    are    only 

mensely  greater,  for  neither  excite-  doing  the  work  of  the  poor-rates,  and 

merit,  nor  romance,  nor  novelty  were  a™  absolutely  useless  ;  the  chief  use  of 

to  bo  found  on  the  dread  and  dreary  «&■£&  £  ^  a'cS.acn.Ee 

level  of   the   East  i,nd.     When  we  mlmiKT  „f  persons   belonging   to   the 

add   that  the  hero  of  this  achieve-  upper  dosses  lit.  actual  contact  with  the 

ment  was   in    delicate    health,   and  misery  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  so 

"found  it  impossible  to  keep  toler-  convincing  them  of   the   necessity  of 

ahly  well  in  London,"   the    reader  ■">'*"  "*""»• 

will  see  how  true  was  this  modest  0n0  of  thc  first  regultg  of   Mr 

martyrdom,    which    took    place  in  JkxAmfn    work    wa8    t0    COIWjnc© 

absolute  silence,  with  no  applauding  him  that  thc  cvil  he  had  devotcd 

world  looking  on,  and    nothing  but  himgclf  t0  ,,cl    was  in  a         t  moag_ 

a  steadfast  determination   to  serve  uro  caURcd  b£  tho  injudicious  good 

God    and    man    in    the    way    that  works  0f  others.    The  money  which 

seemed  to  him  most  thorough  and  fa   Fjtl„hnd    M    many  comfortable 

effectual,  to  keep  his  courage  up.  wc„.0£.         ,e  m  so  'read    to  ^ 

It  would  seem  to  have  been  tho  cspcciall'  at  those  times  when  com. 

sense  of    inefficiency  conveyed    to  foJt  ,,c/omes  our  English  God-at 

him  by  his  prelmnnary  work  in  tho  Chri8tma^  for  jnstance,  and  in  tho 

Society   for   the  Relief  of  Jhstress  chil)  d    ths  of  wint      whcn  thou. 

which   moved  Mr.  Donison   to   this  ganda  ^           ns  who  would  shrink 

extreme  step     Every  man  or  woman  from    the   responsibility  of    looking 
who  ever  took    part    in    a    public  ^ tcr  a  fii    ,e  *       famil    8end  , 
movement  of  chanty  must  have  felt  Run]S    of  6m0'        to    80mo    puWic 
the    saine-t  he   sickening   sense  of  charit      .                  of    compoUnding 
inadequacy,   tho  feeling  that    their  with  J(iod  m&    their  consciences- 
work  rather  increased  than  lessened  was  in  his  eyes  tho  very  seed  of 
the  distress  around,   and    tho  still  rism       jfIis    0pjnion8  on  this 
more  miserable   consciousness    that  su,!    t  arc  mogt  dcci8ivc ._ 
the  mass  of  wretchedness  was  also 
a  mass  of  falsehood,  and  that  faith  "Thc  real  truth  is,  sensation  writing 
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and  reckless  aim*  nro   fust  doing  away  trast  were    (hose   dull   and    shut-up 

tie  great  work  of  the  no*   i r-W  in  Btroets— hot,     dusty,     frowsy,     and 

SftSJ;l',i.p,S'.S  ffljSS  £?»-iJ*S>   2*5*25 , " 

into  tho   bail   ulil    wuvs  of    i li. ■  limes  nt  they    do    for     miles     of     featureless 

the  uctl niiiTiLT  "f  the' Pence.       Von  will  brick  and  mortar,  impress  and  appal 

find  all  the  nun  »ho  really  glw  them-  the    mind    more    with    the    terrible, 

ac-Ivcs  rii.,,1  tr.ui.i.-  ui-.nii   (ii«-  fu..rr  are  d             magnitude    of   London   than 

theso-c,;:.,!  ,li;i;u    will,],   ,,,,„■,  t >.y  «"    ''-  'r''»'1 ;    «>"!    ;l11    '<■-    places! 

into  thi'  hnnnts  nf  nns.-ry  ami  vlrc  every  "o  a  young  man   so  trained,  to  one 

accustomed,  as  a  necessity  of  nature, 

,  to  air  anil  verdure   and  beauty,  whftt 

?S,BS"Ei.rlS"Li"S'£  •  Tui„!-„d  «,  h.  ™a.  it 

theory     as    in     onr     poor-law     pnielii-r,  spontaneously,  cieed;,-,  to  |ik'iisiM.im- 

somethiii-.'  nii-ni  be  dune I  self.       While  the  few  of  hia  condi- 

have    been    boaj,    Bad    muddled     and  tion  who  were  left  at  the  other  end 

worried     bl.lv.        Tiling     an-    ,o     bad  rf  (            w;,h          ks  .,„,,  troea  dMe 

XnX;  tSn.  £££    TTlS;  by,  and'  all    that    Art    could    do  to 

ning  ac-riouslv   (■•  believ;  that  nil  lily  make    up    for    the    temporary     want 

aid  to  tlie  poor  la  ■  mistake,   and  that  of    freedom,  gronnod    and   lamented 

the    real    thin-  is   t..   l.;t    tiling    work  themselves,    he    went   cheerfully  ofl 

themse  ■,.■-    straight;    »li<:n-as,    iiv    giv-  ,     ,  ■     ,■,.,,  ,,  i_:_„    ,„  „n   ,k„  „,„„„ 

inS  aim.   v.,u    l.<  ■  ]■    Hum    nn-mnWntl v  '<■'  ln>  lillle   lodgme;    li,  all   the  mean 

crooked,         Hnilil     6vh.jolln.)ii-=i-ri,     pay  surroundings    which     were    so    un- 

tcacher^,   givu   |.ri/fs,   froiiii:    wurkumii'a  familiar,      lie  makes,    we  think,  but 

clube,   help    them    to    help  themselves,  one  moan  on  this  subject,  and  that 

FJSEtfSSgiStiS  "V1""',"";,,  ',iffiT,r"r 

undertaking  as  the  above."  months  were  gone,  and  the  com- 
pulsory deadncss  of  winter  might 
have  made   his  prison  a   little  mora 

In    another     place    ho    declares,  tolerable. 

"Our  object-,.,     self   rector,  and  m                ^^ 

some    others— is    to    put   a   stop   as    tllt.    j llllliuv     .,r,a     „.,;,,„.<.,    of    t,lIs 

much    as    possible    to    all    benevo-  place.      I    can     almost     imagine— diffl- 

lence ;"     and    he    adda,     that     the  cult  na  it  is— the    awful   effect  upon  a 

distress    which  has  become   chronic     >' «"   lmlLl1   "'  "■-;■  _^ ''"-   "-"vtliin.i,' 

-           t,    ..         ,       ,.                   ...  |   -,      ,           |  lull,   tin-   ijjMiim-sl    mill    iil-.-l    1. 1     Mi.ii    mill 

in       Belhnal      Green,      M  Intechaprl,      Illallv  w..rks.  ami  .,r nr!.-L.-  excliKi.ra 

and    btcpney,     "has     been     aggro-  from  the  dgbl  of  i;.„t  and   His  works 

Tated    more   than    all  by  the  whole-  —a  position  in   wliii-h  Ih.   villatxi'r  never 

sale    distribution    of  money  by  way  i8-   ttnl1   freedom   from    which   ought  to 

.<  .ta,  the.  I,,t  thro,  or  too;  £  J^tS^Sr" 
years.          Thus     it     is     evident     it 

was  no  rose-water  philanthropist  The  work  he  did  in  this  strangely- 
who  descended  upon  Mile  End  in  chosen  autumn  refuge  ivas  manifold. 
the  stifling  autumn  weather  in  At  the  very  outset,  the  mere  fact  of 
August  18(17,  when  every  soul  of  his  residence  there  exercised  a  cer- 
tiis  class  had  fled  to  wholesome  tain  passive  iiifiiieoco  upon  the  din- 
moors  and  hills,  out  of  even  the  trict.  He  speaks  of  "the  remedial 
fresheT  and  airier  London  of  Bel-  influence  of  the  mere  presence  o<  a 
gravia.  Instead  of  the  Highlands  gentleman  known  to  bo  on  tho 
or  the  fresh  breadths  of  English  alert"  as  of  itself  an  inestimable 
home  scenery,  or  the  risks  and  de-  advantage  to  the  mass,  not  one  of 
lights  of    Switzerland,  what    a   con-  which,    eicept    here    and     there    a 
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publican  who  had  made  a  little  religion  all  their  lives?"  Act- 
money  out  of  the  general  wretched-  ing  upon  this  idea,  he  took  this 
ness,  was  at  all  above  the  level  of  branch  of  reformation  also  into  his 
that  poverty  which  is  scorned  by  own  young  and  eager  hands  with  a 
health-inspectors  and  hustled  by  confidence  which  we  cannot  blame, 
policemen.  "Just  now,'*  he  says,  and  which  was  extremely  natural, 
44 1  only  teach  a  night-school,  and  do  yet  not  wo  think,  founded  either 
what  in  me  lies  in  looking  after  the  upon  experience  or  reason.  He  do- 
sick,  keeping  an  eyo  upon  nuisances  scribes  his  own  intentions  as  fol- 
and  the  like,  seeing  that  the  local  lows  : — 
authorities  keep  up   to  their  work.  • 

I  go  to-morrow  before  the  board  at  « Then  there  is  to  be— and  this  will 

the   workhouse    to   compel    the    re-  be  my  great  work,  which  if  it  succeeds 


grown 

inspector   to    put    the    Act  against  These  I  propose  to  take  through  a  corn- 
overcrowding    into    force,    with    re-  |>I«tc  course  of  elementary  Bihlc-teach- 

gard  to  some  houses  in  which  there  JnS-    Takin&  th(r  Bible  in  my  hand  as 

Pi  .  i  A        i   .  the   source,  centre,   and  end  of  every- 

have  been  so  many  as  eight  and  ten  thin^     x    'ghall     ^        U|0    who|0 

bodies  occupying  one  room."  scheme  of  religion,  following  the  Bible 

Thus   it   is   clear   that    his    mere  narrative,  and    bringing  in   to   my   as- 

neighbourhood    was    of   use   to   the  {latanee    any  and   every   reinforcement 

noor  community      He  did   however  ?  can  draw  fr0In  what  littlc  l  know  ot 

poor  commiinuy.     up  uiu,  nowever,  hunvm  nature    twm    liatUral   religion, 

more  than  this,  making  an  attempt  an(i  from  8ecular  history.  Perhaps 
at  religious  training  of  the  ignorant  this  may  seem  to  you  a  presumptuous 
and  careless  men  about  him,  of  the  undertaking ;  and  if  I  pretended  to  do 
success  of  which,  or  whether  it  anything  like  justice  to  the  Kubjeetso 
3  ]  i.*  i  i  *  i  *  it  would  be.  It  will  appear  lets  foruiid- 
dropped  entirely  on  his  leaving,  we  Rl)le  if  C(>nsider,  not  so  much  the 
should  have  liked  to  have  heard  feebleness  of  my  light,  as  the  blackness 
some  details.  We  are  not  quite  of  their  darkness  whom  I  shall  ad- 
sure  if  it  was  as  hopeful  as  the  dress." 
effort  to  improve  their  social  condi- 
tion. Mr.  Dcnison,  like  so  many  This  darling  idea  of  the  class  to 
serious  and  able  men  of  the  present  which  Mr.  Dcnison  belonged — the 
generation,  had  a  strong  idea  that  serious  and  liberal-minded  young 
the  clergy  did  not  go  to  work  in  the  reformers,  whose  foi-m  of  patriotism, 
best  way  to  attract  and  engage  the  if  peculiar,  is  a  high  one,  and  thoir 
interest  of  men  of  tho  lower  orders.  Christianity  pure  and  genuine,  if 
"What  is  the  use,"  he  asks,  "of  4i viewy"  and  not  very  orthodox- 
telling  people  to  come  to  church  he  carried  out  with  evident  satis- 
when  they  know  of  no  rational  rca-  faction  and  pleasure,  beginning  with 
son  why  they  should — when,  if  they  an  audience  of  twenty-five,  all  work- 
go,  they  find  themselves  among  pco-  ing-men  and  dock-labourers,  and 
pic  using  forms  of  words  which  keeping  up  a  steady  class  of  about 
have  never  been  explained  to  them ;  ten  men,  who  met  every  week  to 
ceremonies  performed  which  to  them  hear  him.  We  should  be  glad  to 
are  entirely  without  meaning,  have  been  informed  if  ho  continued 
sermons  preached  which  as  often  this  during  all  his  residence  in  Mile 
as  not  have  no  meaning,  or  when  End,  and  if  any  attempt  was  made 
they  have  a  meaning,  intelligible  after  to  keep  it  up.  We  cannot 
only    to  those    \iho    have    studied  profess,  however,  for  our  own  part, 
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much  faith  in  such  attempts.  Ex-  courage,  ns  much  on  the  other  side 
perienre  shows  that  the  men  who  of  the  Atlantic  as  on  thin.  Still 
really  catch  hold  of  and  impress  (he  there  arc  exceptions  ;  and  we  can- 
careless  and  irreligious  masses  are  not  doubt  that  sonic  classes  of  tho 
not  refined  Oxford  men  with  broad  poor  would  find  an  easier  living  in 
ideas  and  -nn  enthusiasm  for  bu-  tho  new  country  thn.ii  in  the  old. 
manity,  but  those  narrowest  preach-  However,  wo  cannot  linger  further 
ere  of  salvation  and  damnation  who  on  this  gentle  and  subdued,  but  moat 
can  appeal  fearlessly  lo  tho  strongest  interesting,  picture  of  the  work  of  a 
instincts  of  the  primitive  soul,  and  young  man,  as  thoroughly  meriting 
who  offer  to  their  disciples  a  choice  the  old  and  somewhat  hackneyed 
between  the  most  solemn  of  ad  ran-  but  noble  title  ->f  Patriot  as  any  Ro- 
tages  and  tho  most  awful  of  penal-  man  of  them  all.  The  courage  which 
ties.  So  man  has  moved  I  he  lower  fnablcd  lum  to  make  such  a  sacri- 
classcs  since  his  time  as  Whitfield  fico,  and  tho  patience  with  which  ho 
moved  them,  who  had  no  broad  conducted  bis  work  are  alike  les- 
views,  nor  knew  nnything  about  a  sons  which  it  would  do  us  all  good 
lay- exposition  of  Christianity.  This  to  learn— all  the  more  that  his  life 
kind  of  impassioned  religion,  speak-  was  no  saintly  stretch  of  self-devo- 
ing  the  most  technical  and  least  com-  tiori,  and  he  was  susceptible  to  tho 
prehensible  of  language,  and  aband-  amhitions,  and  bound  hy  tho  du- 
oning  all  attempt  to  harmonise  itself  ties,  of  ordinary  men.  This  makes 
with  modern  ways  of  thinking,  or  to  it  all  the  more  a  practical  lesson  to 
demonstrate  itself  as  built  upon  solid  men  absorbed  in  the  occupations  of 
reason,  has  always  ban  the  moat  ordinary  life.  In  another  point  of 
acceptable  to  the  uneducated  mind.  view,  however,  the  bunk  is  not  quite 
Mr.  Denison  was  not  only  deter-  so  satisfactory  ;  for  the  reader  who 
mined  to  put  down  benevolence  if  he  has  become  interested  in  tho  man 
could,  but  be  also  opposed  emigra-  and  his  work  cannot  but  pause  to 
tion,  tho  other  panacea  which  is  sup-  ask  what  was  the  effect  upon  the 
posed  likely  to  cure  us  of  our  Poor,  district  of  this  fragment  of  noble 
"All  the  evidence  I  have  ever  seen,"  elforl.  Did  it  repay  the  expondi- 
he  says,  "goes  to  establish  the  fact,  lure?  did  tho  brief  heroism  toll,  as 
that  the  persons  who  thrive  in  tho  it  ought  to  have  told,  upon  those 
new  country  are  just  those  who  have  for  whom  the  sacrifice  was  made  ? 
thriven  in  the  old — those,  that  is,  Has  anything  followed  to  reward 
who  are  endowed  with  a  strong  the  generous  worker,  or  to  encourage 
body,  a  vigorous  mind,  a  rusoluto  those  who  may  follow  his  example? 
will,  and  industrious  habits.  How  or  have  we  but  the  example,  the 
many  such  are  there  now  starving  advice;  the  direction  he  has  left  as? 
in  England?1'  This  is  no  doubt  per-  None  of  these  questions  aro  at  all 
fectly  true ;  and  nothing  can  exceed  answered  in  this  too  reticent  little 
the  misery  of    those   poor,  helpless,  volume. 

hopeless  emigrants,  turned  out  upon  It  is  strange  and  touching  to  place 

an   unfamiliar  shore,  weak,  ignorant,  beside   this    record    of   a  short  and 

and   bewildered,  after  tho  delusions  exceptional    existence  tho  memories 

of   their  start  and  the  weariness   of  of    a  long  and   peaceful   and  active 

their   voyage,   and   finding  that   life  life    contained   in   the  ;  iteeolleetions 

depends   upon  hard  work,  skill,  and  of    Sir  Henry    Holland.'*     The  one 

*  Recollections  of  Post  Life,  bj  Sir  Henry  Holland,  Burt.     London  ;  Longmans 
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book  is  as  unlike  the  other  as  it  is    was  taken  prisoner  in  Spain  when 
possible  to  imagine — the  first  brief,    wandering,  a  true  adventurer,  sketch- 
fragmentary,  a  record  of  half-matured    book  in  hand,  through  its   honejr- 
opinions,  never-executed  plans,  and    comb  of  wars  and   commotions  in 
one  generous  piece  of    exertion  for    1813.     He    was    arrested    again  in 
the  benefit  j>t  the  poorest  class  in    Cracow  in  1846,  being  found  in  the 
England;    the   other  long,  detailed,    company  of    a  Polish  leader.      Ho 
and  distinct,  the  record  of  a  success-    has  been  in   Algeria  with  Marshal 
ful  and  genial  life,  always  prosper-    Bugeaud.     In  short,  wherever  there 
ous,  always  full   of  occupation,  in-    has  been  any  stir  in  the  world  from 
tcrest,  and  amusement,  and  carrying    1812     to     1870,    there    Sir    Henry 
beyond  fourscore    years  the  strong    Holland  has  been.     And  besides  all 
personal  health  and    vigour  which    this,  he  has  been  a  great  physician, 
do  so  much  to  determine  the  course    a  fashionable  doctor,  indispensable 
of  life.     To  have  seen  almost  every    to  the  very  life  of  many  fine  people, 
country  under  heaven  which  there    and     keeping    Mayfair    in     order, 
is  any  special  interest  in   visiting,    Never  could  there  have  been  a  more 
from     Iceland    to    Palestine,    from    active,  a  more  energetic,  a  more  full 
Jamaica  to  Norway;     to  have  been    existence.     What  a   contrast!     He- 
a  witness  of,  or  occasional  actor  in,    twecn  the  leisurely  flow  of  the  old 
all  the  great  historical  events  of  the    man's  book  full  of  that  universal  ex- 
last   sixty  years,  from  the  wars  of    perience,  from  which  it  is  scarcely 
the  Peninsula  to  the  last  civil  war  in    possible  to  keep  back   some  slight 
America ;  to  have  known  everybody    flavour    of    perfectly  amiable    self- 
who  was  worth  knowing,  and  seen    complacency,    and    the    passionate 
everything  that  was  worth   seeing,    brevity  of  the  young  life  cut  short 
through  all  this  long  period,  is  a  good-    almost    before    its    experience    had 
fortune    possessed    by    very    few.    begun,  there    is    such  a    world    of 
Wherever  Sir  Henry  Holland  went,    difference    as  it  is    difficult   to  de- 
he  has  gone  with  the  best  creden-    scribe  in  words.     The  whole  inter- 
tials ;   he  has  been  in  the  very  best    mediate  stage  in  which  we  live  and 
circumstances  for  hearing  and  seeing    have  our  being  comes  in    between 
what    was    most    interesting.     At    them.  There  is  scarcely  anything  we 
Naples     ho     "accompanied     King    can  mention,  we  feel,  but  our  elder 
Joachim   (Murat)    mounted   on   one    friend  will  smile  at    us,   and   say, 
of  the  ro}ral  horses  to  a  review  of    Yes,  I  was  there!      Ho    is    back- 
his  army  when  about  to  depart  on    ground  to  a  whole  century,  whereas 
his  ill-fated  march  against  the  Aus-    the  other    is  but  a    scene    in   the 
trians."      At  Washington   he  lived    drama  which  passes  like  a  shadow, 
"  in  the  house  of  my  excellent  friend    the  curtain  rising  and  falling  again, 
Mr.  Seward,  and  saw  much  of  Prcsi-    the  action   over    almost   before  we 
dent  Lincoln."     WThat  a  gap  between    knew  that  it  had  begun, 
the  two  scenes,  and  how  different  are        Dr.    Holland  received  his  profes- 
the  associations  they  call  up !     It  is    sional     education     chief])'    at  Edin- 
almost  incredible  that  the  same  man,    burgh,  where  he  was  admitted  into 
still   lively,  bright,  and    full  of  in-    the  brilliant  society  reigning  there 
terest  in  everything,  should  convey    in    the  beginning  of    the  century, 
to  us  his  experiences  of  both.     He    and  including    not  only  the    great 
was  a  visitor  at  the  residence  of  the    lights  of  the   ( Edinburgh   Review'. 
English     commandant     at     Torres    but  men   still   greater — with  all   of 
Vedras    when   its    famous    "  lines"    whom  ho  had  the  good  fortune  to 
were  holding  armies    at  bay.     Ho    make     acquaintance.      When      his 
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studies  wore  over  he  went  abroad,  to  be  rich  without  aDDsidering  the 
though  the  Peninsular  war  whs  at  penalties  involved,  is  full  of  the 
its  height,  and  joining  the  army  instinctive  prudence  anil  prescience 
for  some  months,  saw  every  thing  of  one  Jjoni  to  outlive  his  century— 
that  was  to  be  seen  there  ;  then  a  result  which,  at  the  same  time,  its 
he  proceeded  by  the  Italian  coasts  moderation  ami  sctr-d-'nial  no  doubt 
to  .Greece  and  Turkey,  returning  largely  contributed  to  bring  about, 
through  Spain.  With  insatiable  Thus,  instead  of  working  all  his 
curiosity  and  energy  he  worked  bis  faculties  mil.  by  inordinate  labour  in 
way  along,  now  studying  wounds  the  prime  of  life,  the  fortunate  doctor 
and  now  oracles,  and  roaming  from  kept  to  the  Steady  level  of  exertion 
the  groves  of  Delphi  to  the  bull-  which  he  was  capable  of,  and  which 
fights  of  Madrid  without  pause  or  brought  him  in  as  much  as  be 
interval  ;  always  managing  at  the  thought  necessary  ;  and  refreshed 
same  time,  by  friends  or  introdtic-  himself  every  year  by  absolute 
tions  or  pure  luck,  to  find  himself  change  of  scene,  and  a  long  enough 
among  representative  people,  and  breathing-time  to  blow  all  cobwebs- 
more  or  less  behind  the  scenes  in  out  of  his  brain,  and  keep  him 
respect  to  public  affairs.  After  this  vigorous  as  a  hoy.  There  was  extra- 
he  spent  a  year  with  the  Princess  ordinary  prudence  and  good  sense 
of  Wales  as  travelling  physician  ;  a  in  this;  but  let  it  not  be  supposed 
position  which  brought  him  still  by  any  hasty  critic  that  the  men 
more  and  more  among  fine  people,  who  work  themselves  out  according 
In  1816  he  began  the  practice  of  to  the  melancholy  fashion  of  the 
his  profession  in  London — "  with  a  time,  have  but  themselves  to  blame 
fair  augury  of  success  speedily  and  for  the  comparison  lietwoen  their 
completely  fulfilled"  —  and  hence-  haggard  energy  and  the  smooth  and 
forward  the  Doctor's  animated  and  prosperous  activity  of  such  a  man  as 
important  life  ran  through  a  daily  Sir  Henry  Holland.  He  himself 
and  yearly  increasing  circle  of  great  is  perfectly  ready  to  acknowledge 
names.  Here  the  instinctive  pru-  that  he  had  an  admirable  start,  no 
dence  of  a  man  predestined  to  a  long  burdens  or  struggles  to  embarrass 
life  comes  in  with  that  curious  him,  and  the  delightful  support  of 
double  aspect  of  cause  and  result  ancestral  property  to  fall  back  upon ; 
which  is  often  so  visible  in  human  conditions  which  would  tell  mightily 
affairs.  He  tells  us  that  when  ho  in  any  man's  favour,  and  which  nave 
found  his  practice  so  rapidly  aug-  to  this  thoroughly  fortunate  man,  to  ' 
meriting,  he  considered  himself  jus-  begin  with,  that  success  which  suc- 

tified  "  in  iletinin;.'  re  exactly  my  ceeds  better  than  anything  else  in  the 

views  for  the  future."     Accordingly,  world.      Tho   poor   souls,    however, 

he  made  two  most  wise  resolutions  who  buy  their  fortuzic  by  blood  and 

— the  first  was  to  take  two  months  tears,   and  a  struggle  such  as  only 

of  annual  holiday  ;  and   the  second  the     exceptionally     gifted     survive, 

"to  keep  my   practice  within  £5000  have    one    slight     compensation    at 

a-ycar."     Happy  doctor  I  how  many  least.      Prosperity   is   monotonous: 

of   us  would    I".-   delighted   to  have  very  delightful  to  the  possessor,  but 

such   a   restriction   in    our   power  I  not  so  in  teres  ling   to   other   people. 

The  wisdom,  however,  of  thus  put-  The  narrative  of  continued  and  un. 

ting  a  limit  upon  work,  which,  the  broken  success  very  soon  palls  upon 

position  once  attained,  may,  we  pre-  the  reader,  and  to  give  any  story  a 

sume,   be   increased   almost   to  any  real    human   interest,    struggle   and 

extent,  by  a  man  who  makes  haste  sorrow  must  come  in. 
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Dr.  Holland's  life,  however,  was  over,  and  the  sketches  are  very  brief 

as  virtuous  as  it  was  prosperous.     In  and   not   particularly    striking.      It 

the  very  height  of  his  labours,  when  would  have  required,  indeed,  a  very 

his]  professional   engagements  were  great  and  varied  power  to  have  dona 

most  engrossing,  he  tells  us  that  he  justice  to  so  many ;  and  if  we  may 

"  allotted  three  days   each  week  to  venture  to  say  so,  the  best  quality 

Greek  and  Latin  reading,  under  the  they  'have  is  to  remind  us  of  that 

resolution  never  to  let  the  day  pass  admirable  and  delightful  gentleman 

wholly  without  it,  even  though  but  Mr.  Brooke,  whom  George  Eliot  has 

ten  minutes  could  be  kept  free  from  lately  introduced  to  our  knowledge, 

other  business."     These  ten  minutes  Perhaps  the  most  worth    noting  of 

of  leisure  were  for  a  man   of  his  these  sketches  are  the  portraits  of 

occupations  found  chiefly  in  the  in-  two  ladies  to  whom  a  little  more 

tervals  between  one  patient's  house  than  the  usual  space  is  allotted,  and 

and  another ;  and  he  adds,  "  carry-  who  were  women  remarkable  enough 

ing  Latin  and  Greek  books  with  me  in  their  very  different  ways  to  make 

in  my  carriage  till  my  eyes  refused  an  impression  upon  any  looker-on — 

the   latter,    I    have   found    no    dif-  Madame  de  Stael  and  Lady  Holland. 

Acuity  in  passing  at  once  from  the  We  give  these  slight  studies  as  the 

sorrows  of  Iphigenia  and  Dido  to  best    specimens   we    can    select  of 

the  ailments  and  plaints  of  a  sick-  this  comfortable,  garrulous,  pleasant 

room  in  Grosvenor  Square  ;  and  even  book  : — 

ft  genial  connection  in  coming  fresh  «  l  flret  met  hcr  at  a  ^^  dmncp  ^ 

from  Horace,  Catullus,  or  Lucretius,  Bridgewatcr  House ;  whence  the  party 

to  the  men  of  wit  or  learning  with  adjourned  in  the  evening  to  the  open- 

whom   as   patients  I   have   been  so  lnS  tof  the   BrjJisl»   UaHyry,  of   which 

often  associated."     This  is  an  ad-  ^P^.t^Tc  £ciM  hS 

mlrablo    habit,    and   one    which   no  taking  my  arm  during  our  stay  in  the 

doubt  would  enable  men  to  keep  up  crowded  gallery  mode,  mc  a  witness  of 

their  knowledge  of  all  literature  in  the  anxious  interest  to  see  and  hear  her 

a  way  infinitely   valuable  so  far  as  which   prcvail«l  at  the  time.     It  also 

.*     ,.?       .        •!.    i*  •                     i     v   i.  brought    me     immediately    several    in- 

the  literature  itself  is  concerned  ;  but  vitation8  to  meet  her  in  society,  from 

this   too   requires  special   gifts  and  persons  whom  1  had  not  known  before, 

constitution  of  mind.      It  is  one  of  These  things  are  characteristic,  it  must 

the  instinctive  habits  of  a  long  life.  Jo    owned,    of    what    may    be    called 

\r„s.k  *;r»»«  ™.,„u  i«;  .,.*«  ««,i  ««  foibles,  as  well  as  feature*,  of  London 
Much   time    much  leisure,   and  no    lifc      'Timo  ha8  done    lit'tlc  s|nce  to 

troublous  thoughts  to  speak  of  which    alter  them. 

can  intrude  themselves  between  the        "  I  saw  much  afterward  of  Madame 

calm  reader  and  his  Lucretius,  are    dc   StaiU  at  her   own   house  in   Argyll 

indispensable  to  this  kind  of  study.      s.trc.ct»   {x!^°**    liuT?ry  Td  ^u 
«.*  .,  .  -     .        J   ,     circles  which  Hie   gathered  round  her. 

Sir  Henry  gives  us  a  perfect  crowd    and    wherc   Bhc    (U.ehmncd    or  argued 

of  sketches  of  his  distinguished  con-    with  all  who  could  meet  her  with  hcr 

temporaries.     There  is  scarcely  one    own  weapons  and  in  her  own  language. 

name  wanting  from  the  list  which    8ir  J.  Mackintosh  w»w  the  nmst  frequent 

:„  ;.«^.f..«*  ««^,„u  **  «,:«  «  ^i«««  and  expert  of  those  intellectual  com- 
is  important  enough  to  win  a  place    hAUinU\  and  lt  WftH  thc  combat  mott 

in  any  national  portrait  gallery  ;  and  congenial  to  his  own  ta*t«j.  In  some 
it  would  almost  seem  that  not  to  points  there  wiw  a  certain  intellectual 
know  Sir  Henry  Holland  must  have    likeness   between    them ;    such   as   the 

been,  from  1830  downwards,  a  very    J^^ij^^ 
,      '  -  .  i*      J     most  pithy  sliatKj — what  may  be  called 

dear  way  of  arguing  yourself  un-    a  wU  l^  '^^^   ftJMlrt  froil(  that  wlt 

known.      The  list  is  too  long  to  go    of  humour,  to  which  neither  of  them 
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could  lay  much  claim.     Frenuently.  t™,  nothing  In  LoHdon  life  has  y 

I    used    to    sit  al Kith    Murium!   (In  what,  wu  the  habitual  socfe_„     ._ 

StflSl  at  liar  llrcsidc,  to  which  she  clung  loud     iiou-c.     Tin-    I km    season,    an 

,.1.-.. ...i..  >_  .[ju  njTitrj-  ji0],]  0[  [[le  6j,tiug  It  is  called,    abounds    in    good    dinners 

Hit    conversation,     always  nnd   s"nJ    company,    arid  these  dinners 


closely  in  Un'  niniiv  cold  ,,f  tin;  spring  i(  in  called,  nlioimris  in  -nod  dinners 
of  18H.  Hit  eon  versa  t  ion,  always  nnd  good  company,  arid  these  dinners 
earnest   and    eloipicnt,    often    fell    upon     lake  high  rank  among  mir  social  usages  ; 


it  at  Holland  Boose  flic*" 
had  formed  nt  tills  lime  the  scheme  of  ajwl)  there  met  almost  daily,  during  a 
a  wa/k  on  the  t/rnsmlcs,  fashioned  upon  series  of  years,  round  «  Insurious  table, 
the  plan  of  I'Vui 'ion's  ■Tclcma.jiic.1  guests  eminent  in  such  various  ways 
The  outline  of  this  she  put  in  detail  that  their  mure  conjunction  stamped 
before  nur,  seeking  for  such  suggestions  its  character  mi  the  society.  English 
as  1  might  be  able  to  offer.  1  was  ob-  and  foreign  miniaters  and  riiploniati-1-, 
llged  to  confess  my  inability  to  render  men  of  learning  nud  of  BClence,  his- 
any  aid  worth  having:  explaining  lo  toriuns,  poets,  artists,  nnd  wits,  were, 
licr  that  an  intimacy"  with  Turks  and  so  skilfully  commingled  as  to  make  tt 
Turkish  I'ashas  of  the  present  day,  sure  tlint  none  t.iii  a  in  aster- hand  couJd 
such  as  mine  was.  would  furnish  few  have  accomplished  the  result, 
hints  for  the  picture  oi  S;i1jli1mi.  or  of  "The  master-hand  here  was  that  of 
the  Seljuk  chiefs  and  warriors  of  lluit  the  mistress.  Ludy  Holland,  a  remark- 
more  rumiinlie  age.  Her  scheme,  never  able  woman  in  every  way,  well  remem- 
ripened  into  any  reality,  bered  by  all  who  knew  her,  dillieult 
"One  of  the  latest"  occasions  of  my  to  describe  to  those  who  did  not 
meeting  Madame  de  Stae]  was  ut  a  Supreme  in  her  own  inanition  and 
dinner  at  Sir  Samuel  Kniuiliv's,  well  family,  she.  esereised  a  singular  and 
marked  in  un  memory  by  the  intelli-  — - 
genee  being  received,  while  we  were 
yet  at  (able,  of  the  cut , 
armies  Into  Paris.  Her  emotion  was  there  was,  in  renlltv,  inltntion  In  all 
great  and  ardently  expressed,  though  she  did;  nnd  this  intention  was  the 
leaving   It   some  what    riuiiM  fill    whelhcr  maintenance  ,.f  pviver,  which  she  gained 

filcasurc  or  pain  predominated.  Her  and  strenuous!  v  used.  II gl)  not  with- 
ifc  had  borne  this  mingled  character  out  discretion  "in  fixing  lus  limits.  No 
throughout.  In  a  tingle  sentence  she  one  knew  better  when  to  change  )icr 
thus  denotes  her  menial  temperament:  mood,  and  to  soothe  by  kind  and  llat- 
'Calmc  et  inline;  ee  ipa'il  taut  etre,  teriug  words  the  provocation  she  hud 
et  ce  ((lie  ]e  uc  finis  pas.'  Another  trnit  just  given,  nnd  was  very  ant  to  give, 
she  dlscWcs,  speaking  of  h*  rcr/nunt* :  In  this  latter  case,  indeed,  she  "was 
'Jo  n'y  erol-  pus,  nuns,  je  los  er.iins.'  aided  tiy  n  native  generosity  of  mind 
She  measured  herself  well  in  these  which  never  failed  to  show  Itself  in 
self -avowals,  to  which  another  trait,  kindness  where  kindness  was  wanted, 
less  avowed,  might  perhaps  have  been  In  mv  lone  and  iniirnale  knowledge  of 
added.  From  my  own  observation  as  Lady  llolland,  1  never  knew  her  disert 
well  as  that  of  "others,  1  was  led  to  an  old  friend,  whatever  bis  condition 
believe  that  she  would  willingly  have,  might  be.  Many  tilings,  seemingly 
surrendered  soiuelliing  nf  her  i'nlellcc-  wilful  nnd  incongruous  in  her,  might 
tual  faiiie  for  a  link  more  of  personal  be  explained  ihnnmh  lids  happier  '|iin- 
bcauty.  She  was  ever  curiously  de-  Utv  of  mini  bl<  iirtol  with  that  love  of 
monstrative  nf  her  anus.  a.-  the  feature  power  which,  fostered  by  various  cir- 
which  best  sali-licri  Ibis  a-piratioii.  A  cuinstancc.,  pervaded  every  part  of  her 
bit  of  paper  often  in  her  hand,  and  life.  The  influence  she  exercised  was 
sedulously  twisted  during  her  eager  doublle.-s  aided  by  large  general  read- 
con  vcrsati.n.  might  be  a  casual  triek  ing.  of  which  she  made  sedulous  and 
of  habit,  though  there  were  some  who  skilful  use.  Her  management  of  con- 
trive it  a  more  malicious  interpretation,  vernation     at      the     dinner- table— soroc- 

times  arl.iliiiry   and    in    rude    arrest    of 

"I   Bin   not   prone   to  ext"l   the   past  others,    sometimes    courteously    inviting 

at  the    expense   of    the   present,     but   I  the  subject— furnished  a  study  in   itself 

nevertheless  must  state  my  feeling  that  Every    guest     felt    her     presence,     and 
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generally  more   or  less   succumbed   to  scene    of  an   insurrection   against   the 

it      She    was   acute   in   distinguishing  Christian  rule,  breaking  out  just  after 

between  real  and  false  merit,  and  mer-  my  visit  to  this  wonderful  spot  three 

ciless  in  her  treatment   of   the   latter,  years  ago.    By  an  odd  coincidence,  my 

Not  a  woman  of  wit  in  words,  she  had  journey  of   the  next  year  brought  me 

what  might  well  be  called  consummate  to  the  Ked  River  but  a  few  weeks  before 

practical   wit   in    all    her   relations    to  the  insurrection  which   threatened   the 

society.    Once  only,  and  that  very  late  existence  of  this  remote  member  of  oar 

in  life,  she  spoke  to  me  of  the  labour  colonial   empire.     Happening   to   jien- 

she  underwent  in  maintaining  the  posl-  tion   this   to   Mr.    Gladstone,  he  com- 

tion   thus   acquired.     The   information  mented  upon  it  by  the  very  appropriate 

was  not  necessary.    Mv   own   olwcrva-  question,   4  Pray,  Sir  Henry,  may  1  ask 

tion   had   already    made   me   well   but  what   is   your   direction  of   travel  this 

silently  aware  of  it.  vear  ? '    I  had  not  then   fixed   it :   bat 

"  My   personal   relations    to    Holland  it  did  turn  out  to  be  Jamaica !" 
House,    fostered    by     much     previous 

intercourse  in  Italy,  were  of  the  most  AJi_         .           t.          i»i_*»j 

agreeable    kind    from    the    beginning.  And  here  is  another  which  anorOA 

and  the  lapse  of  ttmc  in  no  way  altered  a  pleasant  glimpse  of   the   extraor- 

them.      Despite    Lady    Holland's    im-  dinary  constitutional  energy  of  the 

nerious  rule  in  all  matters  of  society,  cheerful  and  genial  old  man ._ 

I  was  a  guest  almost  at  my  own  bid-  V'"V,;1X"X  «*"  *  6^  "**  v  **     **" 
ding,    and   often   passed   the   night   at 

this  picturesque  old  mansion,  abound-  « \   frequent   source   of    amusement 

ing  in  so  many   recollections    of   men  to  myself  is  my  incapacity  for  walking 

and    times.     My   profession,    doubtless,  B]()wly:   and   the   sort   of   impulsion   I 

served  in  some  degree  to  maintain  this  evcn  now  fwq  (<etat  83)  to  pass  those  im- 

intimacv.      My     polities,    never    much  mediately  before  me  in  the  street,  and 

more  than  neutral,   and  rather  tending  to    take    the    diagonal    instead  of   two 

to  the  other  side,  had  certainly  nothing  Pides  of  a  square  wherever  this  is  the 

to  do  with  it.     The  political  visitors  to  alternative.      I    mentioned    the     latter 

Holland  House  were,  of  course,  almost  circumstance    to   mv    excellent    friend 

exclusively  of  the  Whig  party;  though  Mr.  Richmond,  when  he  was  finishing 

it  was  always  a  matter  of  rejoicing  to  a  cravon  portrait  of  me.     'You  ought? 

Lady  Holland  when  she  could  catch  a  jie  *&&,   i  to  have  told  me  this  l>efore.' 

stray  Tory  to  mingle  with  them.    But  when  I  cease  to  take  the  diagonal,  often 

political  party  was  better  leavened  by  a  dirty  one,   instead  of  the  side  pavc- 

tlie    admixture    of    literary    men    and  ments,    I   shall   consider   that   I    have 

eminent    foreigners,    who,     under    her  jrone  a  8tep  downwards  in  the  path  of 

invitation,    found   place   ut   this  table,  life." 
Lord  Holland  himself  came  to  it  each 

&  Effi  isrAffs  sj^s  .  .*»»«*-.  *•*  **  *»&  •■ 

his  genial  smile,  and  animating  all  by  join   heartily   in    the    hope    that    it 

the  charm  of  his  conversation,  and  by  may   bo   a    long    time    before    this 

a  ilow  and  felicity  of  anecdote  peculiar  downward   step   is    taken.     That    a 

to  himself,  the  eftcct  heightened^  by  his  Hf             prosperous,    so    happy,    go 

own  enjoyment  of  it.    He    sat   always  „          ^ .    ,»       ,  ^      ,        j**7/1    Jr 

ut   a   comer    of    the    dinner-table,   to  well  occupied  and  employed,  should 

which  I  doubt  whether   he   ever  him-  need    to    end   at  all,    is  a  thought 

self  ventured  to  invite  a  guest."  which   is   almost  more  disagreeable 

to  the  imagination    than    it    is    to 

_,.,..                ,  .                .  realise  that  fading  away  into    the 

The    following    anecdote    is    not  nteztud  dimness  of  a  young  soul 

without  a  gentle  touch  of  humour.  newl     ali  hted              ^^  *fnoAm 

Sir  Henry   has  been  giving  an  ac-  t         visionary,   impatient    of   evil, 

count  of  some  of  the  regions    un-  ,ikc  that  o£  Edward  i>eni80n.     We 

known  to  the  ordinary  traveller  into  cannot  b„t  ntvm   to    ^    Btnmga 

which  he  had  wandered  :—  completeness    of    the    contrast    be- 

tween   them.     The    one    making    a 

"The  Gulf  of  Cattero  was  the  chief  rush   through   life,  snatching  as  he 
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passed  some  present  for  his  fellow-  tenderest  age,  and  fighting  on,  stea- 
creatures,  nothing  for  himself;  for  dily,  frugally,  I  ourai:ci>iisly,  with  un- 
wby  should  he  try  to  grasp  any-  hounded  bravery  and  self-control, 
thing  lor  himself  when  destiny  led  into  those  regions  of  wealth,  luxury, 
him  to  worlds  apart  and  different  r  and  notability  which,  though  suc- 
The  other  jogging  briskly  along,  cess  and  prosperity  are  necessary 
with  no  hurry  or  impetuosity,  and  to  the  completeness  of  the  narrative, 
an  endless  roll  of  years  before  him  are  not  so  interesting  to  the  reader, 
ill  which  to  spend  and  to  enjoy  all  The  height  attained  may  not  be 
that  he  gathered  on  his  varied  and  heroic,  but  the  struggle  towards  it 
cheerful  path.  is  heroic  and  exciting  as  any  drania. 
From  this  cheerful  old  man's  story  The  great  success  of  'Chambers's 
of  a  happy  and  prosperous  life  we  Journal,'  most  virtuous  and  respect- 
turn  to  another,  like  it  in  some  able  of  periodicals,  is  indeed  such  a 
particulars,  but  in  others  very  unlike  success  as  any  man  might  be  proud 
— the  recently -published  memoir,  of ;  but  the  sight  of  the  two  lads 
by  the  elder  of  the  two  brothers,  in  Leith  Walk,  with  their  little 
of  William  and  Uobert  Chambers.*  bookstalls,  their  noble,  virtuous  pov- 
This  hook  has  an  interest  of  a  very  erty,  never  imbittcred  by  any  sense 
mnch  deeper  and  more  engrossing  of  wrong,  natural,  cheerful,  open  .to 
kind  than  can  be  called  forth  by  all  good  and  pleasant  influences, 
any  record  of  peaceful  prosperity',  does  the  very  heart  good  to  behold, 
and  yet  both  the  men  therein  chroni-  AH  the  earlier  part  of  the  narrative 
eled  were  prosperous  in  the  fullest  is  most  simply  and  charmingly 
sense  of  the  word,  rich,  respected,  told  ;  and  though  the  story  of  the 
and  respectable,  holding  a  high  and  eider  takes  fully  more  room  in  it 
well-won  place  in  the  estimation  than  that  of  the  younger,  Mr.  Wil- 
of  their  countrymen,  and  well  liarn  Chambers  invariably  subordi- 
known  among  the  men  of  their  nates  his  own  claim  upon  our  attcn- 
generation.  lint  it  is  not  their  period  lion  to  that  of  the  more  "  delicately 
of  honour  and  wealth  which  most  organised,"  more  literary  brother, 
charms  the  reader.  These  advsn-  whose  memoir  he  is  writing.  How 
tages  which  it  is  so  delightful  to  many  of  the  readers  of  this  most 
possess  are  wonderfully  alike,  whos-  interesting  little  book  will  remem- 
ever's  are  the  lucky  hands  they  her  that  brother,  sunning  himself  in 
fall  into.  Tint  the  story  of  the  his  old  age  upon  the  pleasant  Scores 
way  in  which  William  and  H»bert  at  SI.  Andrew-:,  or  dannden  rig  slow  ly 
Chambers  fought  their  way  to  over  the  bright  Links,  one  of  the 
fortune  tit  peculiar  to  themselves,  prettiest  and  brightest  scenes  of 
and  full  of  the  liveliest  interest.  So  Scottish  out-of-door  life  !  The  great 
far  as  art  and  literature  are  con-  white  rollers  of  the  German  Ocean 
corned,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  thundering  in  opoo  the  broad  sands, 
the  henediction  of  the  Gospel  is  yet  with  no  wrath  in  them  or 
most  literally  true,  and  that  it  is  the  menace,  only  a  gentle  protestation  of 
poor,  the  struggling,  and  the  sorrow-  power,  which  thai  great  sunlit  stretch 
ful  who  are  the  blessed.  No  story  of  blue  sea — blue  as  the  Mediterrad- 
could  be  more  absorbing  than  the  can,  and  as  bright — does  its  best  to 
story  of  these  two  boys,  thrown  hide  from  us ;  the  green,  close  turf, 
upon    their    own    exertions    at   the  like  velvet,  under  the  foot;  the  high 

t,  by  William 
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bents,  with  their  whin-bushes,  cast-  evening  of  his  laborious  days  choose 

ing  up  broken  heaps  of  green  and  better  for  himself  than  did  Robert 

yellow  to  shelter  those  miles  of  un-  Chambers,  kindly,  gentle,  genial  old 

dulating  lawn  from  sand  and  sea ;  soul,  when  he  established  himself 

the  brisk  parties  coming  and  going,  upon  the    Scores,   in   the    light  of 

with  here  and    there  a  red-coated  many  a  splendid   sunset,  with  the 

player  to  give  colour  to  the  scene,  broad  stretch  of  waters  before  him 

attended  by  their  little  groups  of  and  the  friendly  town  behind,    to 

cadies  with  sheafs  of  golfing-clubs ;  accomplish  there  his  serene  sunset- 

the  triangular  corner,  bright  as  a  ting  too. 

flower-bed  with  ladies1  dresses,  where       Pardon,   gentle  Southern  reader, 

wives  and  daughters  pursue  a  gentle  for  this  digression  !    The  delights  of 

game  in  emulation  and  encourage-  the  East  Ncuk  of  Fife  might  not 

ment  of  the  heroes  below ;  and  the  perhaps  strike  all  strangers ;  but  we, 

friendly  Club  close  by,  where  every-  who  are  to  the  manner  born,  cannot 

body  knows  everybody,  where  the  be  expected  to  pass  them  over  with- 

droll  language  of  golf  has  its  homo  out  a  momentary  rhapsody.     It  is 

and  metropolis, — never  was  a  pret-  not,     however,     with     old     Robert 

tier  scene.     The  sun  blazes  upon  it  Chambers,   a  patriarch  among    his 

sometimes  all  day  long,  but  .never  many  grandchildren  on  the  sunny 

untempered    by    brisk    sea-breezes,  Scores,    but    with    young    Robert 

salt  and  invigorating;    and  though  Chambers,   a    poor  and    struggling 

it    is    Scotland,    the    soft    summer  boy,  that  we  ought  to  concern  our- 

hazo  of  the  morning,  the  warm  hush  selves  chiefly.      The  two  brothers 

of  noonday,  and  the  glorious  sun-  were  born  with   the  century — Wil- 

sets  which  arrange  themselves  over  liam  in   1800,   Robert  in   1802 — in 

the  Forfar  hills,   do    not    yield   in  modest  and  humble  comfort,  in  the 

beauty  to  any  atmospheric  vicissi-  little  town  of  Peebles,  which  is  here 

tudes  we  know.     To  be  sure,  there  accordingly    placed    before    us,    all 

is  another  side  to  the  picture,  when  fresh  and  quaint  and  old-fashioned, 

the  sea  is  lead,  with  ominous  muddy-  as  it  existed  at  that  period  in  their 

white  edges,  keeping  up  a  hoarse  joint    recollection.       The    quietest 

internal  moaning  that  means  mis-  slumbrous     little     town,     situated 

chief ;  when  the  sky  is  lead,  weigh-  "  among     beautiful    pastoral    hills 

ing  down  upon  links  and  sand,  and  with  a  singularly  pure  atmosphere," 

heart  and  soul ;  when  even  the  red  with  silvery  Tweed  running  by  all 

coats  scarcely  lend  cheerfulness  to  those    years    and    ages,    clear   and 

the  wide  grey  landscape ;  when  the  sweet  over  its  pebbles,  murmuring 

Ladies*  Links  are  bare  and  vacant,  an  accompaniment  to  all  the  gentle, 

with  perhaps  but  one  persevering  pair  drowsy,  homely  life.    "  Paris,  a'thing 

of  strong-minded  maidens  in  grey  or  considered,  is  a  wonderful  place, 

brown,    practising    for    the    grand  said  one  delightful  townsman,  who 

medal  when  the  less  heroic  are  out  had  visited  that  big  Babylon,  "  but 

of  the  way.     Such  is  sometimes  the  still  Peebles  for  pleesure !"     Here  is 

aspect  of  St  Andrews,  no  doubt;  a  sketch  of  the  little  place,  as  dis- 

but  then  we  have  seen  the  Bay  of  tinct  in  colour  and  atmosphere  as  it 

Naples    growl     like    the    German  is  true  to  nature. 
Ocean,  and  grow  into  lead,  and  veil 

itself  in  fogs  and  tempest ;  we  have  ,   "a There  was  an  old  and  a  new  town 

r         •  r  i  1 1     i  in  Peebles*— each  of  them  a  simile  fltrcct. 

seen  \  csuvius  as  snowy  and  bleak  £  rmw  mon .    and  m  vxvn\hc  Ilcw 

as    one    of    the    Grampians.      And  town  had  an  antique  look,  it  may  bo 

never  did  rich  old  Scotsman  in  the  inferred  that  the  old  looked  old  in- 
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deed.    It  was  Indeed  c-hiellv  composed  pecting,  with  her  baby  in  her  arms. 

of  tlmteUr,!  cottages,  oeeiipied  by  weav-  »  if  th„  French  come;  what  will  ye 

ers    :iti-[    hi',  ..u  ,ir'   ;'.■■':■  !■-  -Li    iTiiiHdv.i  ,  ...      ,-     „       n^  .     < , 

Htee    of     hciU,lv  V.,.5.    in    many    !.>-  J" ,  WlUl     ,l""'        ^    ^     Sh°Uld 

stances  eking  out  :i  scanty  suo,i-."tcm.'c  rather   pray    that    they    may  come, 

by  buying  a  cow  on  (hi-  town  common,  You     should     pray    for     judgments, 

Of   cnltivafitu;  a  r»/  of   potatoes  in  the  woman,  judgments  on  a  sinfu'  land. 

sg  ■&?  firms'  tsz  r,"y  "i"  ;,"„J"'"1  ar*  ^ ou-; 

were  to  be    fm,    , ling    on    window'  ihe  "alM  °f   "ls  Wrath   upon  us — It 

solos;  a  smell  of  prat-smoke  pervaded  would    be    for   our    good,"       In   the 

the  place;  the  click  of  tin   shuttle  was  same    town,    however,    where    this 

everywhere  heard   .luring  the  .by;  nnd  (iisejp]p  (lf  the  Old   Light  continued 

&t    to*  &;US^  ^  flourish,  public  aotieeawere  pro- 

and   talked   of    Honafiiirt.c   mi  tin-  stone  claimed  in   the  streets  "by  tuck  of 

scats  beside  their  doors.    The   platters  drum"  by  an  old  man  with  a  heroic 

used    in  those  Humble    dwelling-  were  Btory,    called    Drummer  Will;    and 

^lyesTud^kV^tbr'^/'iul'ie^:  the  "origim,!  of  lluvie  Uellatley  made 

The  house  wns  fjuriiillv    divided   into  son£*    ,i'"lut     the    neighbours,    and 

two   apartments    by    u   couple   of   to/-  sang  them  with  wiM  sweetness ;  Mid 

&*is,  placed  end   to"  end— a  bad  style  of  gaberlun/.ies     like      Edie      Ochiltree, 

bed  prevalent  In  cottage*  all  am  Scot-  fuil   of   B(lng   alld   stnry    came   arid 

laiiil  ;     i-i'-v    ivi-ri     -m    ili.-r   !i-    almost    to  .&    ,     ,.,  ."I        .       -       .. 

stifle  the  "inmates.     Among   tlu,u   hum-  vvent      received    like     friends    in    the 

bin  people,  nil  costume*,    customs,    and  humble  cheerful  houses  where  books 

WW*  of  living  smacked   of   old    times,  were  more  known  than  newspapers, 

Yuu    would  see    a    venerable  patriarch  nnlj    which    were   little   affected    by 

;S'°S,  t„:i.£d*'.,SUnUISd-B-  »» »™; »,«»';,  •'"»-'  T""  ■  •""■ 

quid-blue   coat   of  the   slvle   „f    (,.■>,»  strangest    of    all,     trench     prisoners 

II.,  which   was    prtilmblv    his    niiiii-ki-r-  filled    up   all    the    spare    nooks,    and 

coat,  and  half  a  centurv  old.     His  head-  played     Moliero     in      pure      Parisian 

t!^  ™wom™,1',1]1|inimiVt1  l'1"1'.1, "".""'■  lo  ''be    puzzled    townsfolk*!      Here 

oc'iti  ns't,,"!.'.'  ..:"!','.-.    ,'ui.  j'  ^"-'i,,;1.'!':.  '*   ™m-'  J:li£htful  sketch  of    the 

and  white  mnlc/ict  (caps!,    bound    by    n  quaint  little  place : — 

blink    i-ililiirii.    iii Hi   tl)'1  <.'i"'V  hair  folded 

hack    on    the    forehead,     'then-    wbs    a         "Among    that     considerable     part    Of 

great  deul   of    drugg.-l    and    liuekaback  the  population  who  lived   dowo    closes 

and   serge    in    that   uld     world     ami    eerv  intd    tit   old    Hint/dii'd    riitoii-es.    ncwH  Hr- 

llttlc  cotton.     On 

saw  the  humbler 

seventeenth  century  before  hi*  eye*." 

'     enjoyment,    i 

The  minister  still  wore  a  cocked-  $£J*i  ,lln'd    ' 

._,  „.  ,.      ,         ,-,,        ,  stories,    by   n   kind   ok      cma  c   relative, 

hat  when  the  two  Chumbcrscs  were  ,„,.  „if(.  „,  a  ,,,.,,,„„,    ,rLK,,HmiLI,  wlll, 

children  at    Peebloa,  and   there   ex-  dwelt  In  one  ot  the  atteleiit  doses.    At 

istcd    in    the    place  at  least  one  old  her  humble  fireside,  under   the    caoopy 

Camcronian    prophet   still   mourning  «f    "    M««    eMi'm.i,     where    her    Jiall- 

«,.r     tta    b,«h    ,1     >!,.    Sotann  ^ZVSS^rS^ZfSlS 

League     and     Covenant.         "lore  llnrt  ,,(]„.,-  |.r-vjii[i„g  news  wiw  strangc- 

muckle    pleased    »i"    that  bairn,   wo-  ly    mingled    with    di.iinisillons    on    the 

man,"    cried     this     grim     personage,  Je«lsb  warn.     The  source  of  this  inter- 

rjiTiiinif    no   one    ^uiimier   t'v-<>ninir  to  ''';iiLg    eonversation     Has    a     well-worn 

^ ,'■■■■■■     1"1,      "    ,..'!.■ ';'-'  copy"   of      L'E-trange's     trnnslulion     ot 

the  mother  of  William    and  Robert,     .  .jl,^.,,!,,,^  ■  .,  ^,,.,11  f.dio   ,.f  ,i,,i,-  i7>o. 
1  posseajor  of  Uiu  woi'lt  Wfls 
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Tarn  Fleck,    (a  flichty  chicld,'   as  he  from  that  time  forwards  all  my  spare 

was   considered,  who,    not  particularly  ^me  was   gpont  beside    the    chest 

steady    at  his   legitimate   employment,  It                   *\          -,   .                j  f  ,fc 

struck  out  a  sort  of  profession  of  going  ll  waf  a  J10"?    V™  w  me.     i  lew 

about  in   the  evenings  with  his  Jose-  a  profound  thankfulness  that  such 

phus,   which  he   read  as   the    current  a  convenient  collection    of    human 

*ncws:  the  only  light  that  he  had   for  knowledge  existed,  and  that  here  it 

{^•^i^J^Jj  2 <  *  JK^f  was  spread    out  like  a  convenient 

by  the   flickering   blaze   of  a  piece  of  ,  , .     /   -                  ,„,         ,        ...     M 

parrot-coal.    It  was  his  practice  not  to  tebl°  before  me.     \\  hat  the  gift  of 

read    more  than    from   two    to   three  a  whole  toyshop  was  to  other  chil- 

pages  at  a  time,  interlarded  with   saga-  dren    this     book    was    to    me.       I 

clous  remarks  of   his   own  by  way  of  piungCKi  jnto  it — I  roamed  through 

footnotes,  and  in  this  way  he  sustained  f.  ...»        ,          T  ,       ,,           , ,  ,    ~*> 

an  extraordinary  interest  in  the  narra-  £  hfe  a  ™i  X  harfy  could  bex.Pf- 

tlvc.     Retailing  the  matter  with  great  went  enough  to  read  any  one  article 

equability  in  different  households,  Tain  while  so  many  others  remained  to 

kept  all  at  the  same  point  of  informa-  be   looked    into."     Boys    with    this 

tion,  and  wound  them  up  with  a  cor-  inteilectuai  ardour  are   not  difficult 

responding  anxictv  as   to  the  issue  of  •*'~"^«»*  «uum   «v   hu*  uiub*uw 

some  moving  event  in  Hebrew  annals.  to   educate,    and   the   education    re- 

Although  in  this  way  he  went  through  ceived   by   the    brothers    seems    to 

a  course  of  Josephus  yearly,  the  novelty  have    been    a    very    tolerable   one, 

somehow  never  seemed  to  wear  off.  though,  like  all  self-made  men,  they 

t4<Weel,  Tam,    what's  the  news   the  ,        °7*l       v               *  al  *         *• 

nicht?'     would'  old    Gcordlc    Murrey  lament  the  absence  of  that  routine 

say.  as  Tam  entered  with  his  Josephus  instruction   which   probably    would 

under  his  arm,  and  seated  himself  at  the  not    have    been    half    so    effectual. 

family  fireside.  They  attended  first  the  burgh  school, 

444  Bad  news,  bad  news  '  replied  Tam ;  co^oond;™  to  the  narish  school! 

4  Titus  has  begun  to  besiege  Jerusalem  corresponoing  lo  ino  pansn  scnooi, 

—it's  gaun  to  be  a  terrible  business : '  in  a  country  parish,  where  all  the 

and  then  he  opened  his  budget  of  Intel-  juvenile    population    assembled    to- 

ligcnce,    to   which   all    paid   the  most  gethcr,  girls  and  boys,  the  teacher 

reverential   attention,      the   protracted  bein      utho    author    of         popular 

and  severe  famine  which  was   endured  .       p                 ..,       ..     „         f   *v_ 

by   the    besieged    Jews   was  a  theme  treatise  on  arithmetic;"   and   after- 

which  kept  several  families  in  a  state  of  wards     the      grammar     school     of 

agony  for  a  week ;  and  when  Tam  in  his  Peebles,      a      superior     institution, 

readings  came  te  the  final  conflict  and  wnere  even  William,  who  was  less 

p5%?-£°»$f£A3£3  ■**»*"»  ^  bother   acquired 

horror.      At  such  iieauu  my    brother  *  "ttle  Latin.     Robert  made  further 

and   I   were   delighted  listeners.      All  progress,  and  went  on  with  his  cias- 

honour  to  the  memory  of  Tam  Fleck."  sical  studies  after  the  family,  much 

reduced  in  circumstances,  had  re- 
moved to  Edinburgh,  where  they 
went  in    1813.       Here    they    lived 

Besides  these  sources  of  informa-  "  up   a    stair "    in    West    Nicolson 

tion,  there  was  in  the  house  of  the  Street,  a  locality  in    which    many 

Chamberses  a  copy  of  the  ( Encyclo-  families    belonging    to    their     own 

pscdia  Britannica,'  acquired  at  some  county    and    neighbourhood    lived, 

moment  of  unusual  wealth  by  their  and   where     they     speedily    found 

father.       This  book  was    so    cum-  friends.      In    these    much  -  divided 

brous  that  it  had    been  placed  in  houses  was  to  be  found  great  variety 

a  chest  and    laid    up  in  a  garret  of  human  life,   and  all  of  a  strug- 

"  Roaming  about    there  one   day,"  gling     kind ;    poor    folk    painfully 

says  Robert  Chambers  himself,  u  in  keeping  the  wolf  from  their  doors, 

that  morning  of  intellectual  curiosity,  and  preserving    such    remnants   of 

I  lighted  upon  the  stored  book,  and  appearance  in  the  face  of  the  world 
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as  was  possible.  "  I  can  recollect  thing  besides  maintaining  himself 
some  of  these,"  says  Mr.  William  —surely  one  of  the  greatest  feats  of 
Chambers.  "Widows  of  decayed  frugality  on  record.  His  lodjrinjrs — 
tradesmen,  who  were  moving  heaven  that  is  to  say,  Lied,  eeoking,  and  the 
and  earth  to  (ret  their  sons  into  permission  to  sit  by  his  landlady's 
hospitals,  and  their  daughter.':  taught  kitchen  fire  of  nights— eosl  bin  eigh- 
to  bo  governesst.-..  Teachers  in  the  tcciipenec,  and  lie  managed  to  live 
decline  of  life,  like  poor  Pit-ken,  en-  on  one-and-ninepencc !  "  I  cannot 
deavouring  to  draw  a  subsistence  remember  entertaining  the  slightest 
from  the  fees  of  most  difficult-to-be-  despondency  on  the  subject,"  he 
procured  pupils.  Licensed  preach-  says;  and  thus  this  brave  boy  re- 
ers,  to  whom  fate  had  not  unsigned  lieveil  his  family  of  the  cost  of  his 
a  kirk,  and  who  after  years  of  pin-  maintenance  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
ing  now  made  a  livelihood  by  pro-  It  may  be  supposed  the  lodgings 
paring  young  mtn  for  university  de-  were  not  very  fine.  The  bed  had 
grees.  Genteel  unmarried  women,  often  to  be  shared  with  another,  and 
left  destitute  by  improvident  fathers,  the  kitchen  fire  was  very  small ;  but 
who  contrived  to  maintain  them-  '  boys  whose  hearts  are  stout  enough 
selves  by  colouring  maps,  or  by  sew-  to  live  on  four  shillings  a-week  by 
ing  fine  needlework  fur  the  Keposi-  way  of  saving  an  extra  anxiety  to 
tory.  ....  To  my  father  and  mo-  father  and  mother,  have,  Heaven 
ther,  these  persons  with  their  varied  bless  them !  a  stock  of  internal 
experience  could  furnish  hints  as  to  warmth  to  keep  them  going.  The 
how  petty  difficulties  incidental  to  lad  living  in  this  proud  and  stern 
their  condition  could  be  overcome,  independence  was  worked  at  the 
One  or  two  things  they  seem  to  have  same  lime  to  the  utmost  verge  of  his 
made  their  special  study.  They  powers.  The  bookseller,  his  master, 
knew  the  proper  ways  of  applying  kept  a  circulating  library,  and  was 
for  situations  in  public  offices,  and  also  agent  toe  a  State  lottery.  Thus 
what  expedients  could  be  attempted  the  early  life  of  a  man  associated 
to  elude  the  payment  of  rates  and  with  all  kinds  of  virtuous  instruction 
taxes."  to  the  people  upon  all  manner  of 
This  is  a  curious  Httlc  indication  political  economies,  links  itself  to 
of  a  class  not  high  enough  or  low  one  of  the  ancient  follies  which  fly 
enough  to  secure  general  notice,  with  in  the  face  of  all  laws.  "  Frequent- 
few  picturesque  circmnstauoM  about  ly,"  he  says,  "I  was  sent  on  my 
it,  and  many  sordid  ones,  yet  not  travels  with  as  many  as  three  brai- 
without  the  pathetic  interest  of  much  <lru<l  letters,  sorted  and  tied  up  in 
sorrow,  and  a  hard  struggle  often  the  manner  of  a  postman."  How- 
very  courageously  In  jrne.  The  boys,  ever,  tho  valiant  lad  lost  neither 
however,  disengaged  themselves  heart  nor  hope,  lie  trudged  on  and 
from  the  monotonous  privacy  of  this  on  through  the  windings  of  the  old 
class,  and  plunged  into  the  open  nir  town,  "  up  dozens  of  long  stairs, 
and  visible  effort  of  one  a  Bhade  over  miles  of  thoroughfares,"  with 
lower  by  their  independent  outset  a  buzz  of  youthful  thoughts  in  his 
in  life.  William  became  an  appron-  mind  and  the  determination  of  & 
tice  to  a.  bookseller  at  four  shillings  hero  in  his  soul.  Over  the  doorway 
a-week,  out  of  which,  when  tho  of  an  old  house  he  read  as  he  went 
family  went  to  Joppa  (not  the  Scrip-  and  came  the  record  of  experience 
tural  town,  but  n  dreary  little  place  left  by  some  older  tighter  in  life's 
between  Edinburgh  and  Mussel-  rude  battle,  and  took  cheer  from  tho 
burgh),  he  manuged   to  save  some-  words,  "  Ho  that  tholes  overcomes." 
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"  I  made  up  my  mind,"   he  says,  towards  dreary  little  Joppa  on  the 

"to  thole."     Does  some  benighted  sea-shore,  where  the  Saltpans  fum- 

Southerner     ask    what    the    word  ed,   and  life  was  if  possible  more 

means  ?    Does  it  not  explain  itself  ?  hopeless  than    in    the   West  Port. 

To  thole,  to  bear,  to  endure — words  Here  they  went  to  Inveresk  Church, 

which  carry  within  them  some  in-  or  sometimes  as  far  as  Dalkeith  to 

cipient  thrill  already  of  the  note  of  visit  some  relatives. 

victory. 

We  cannot  pause  to  note  all  the  .,„,,                       ,                 , 

rtn_:ftllo  flvnofinnna,!  Vin  Ko*i  ;«  tViia  "There  wa9   an   immense   charm  la 

curious  experiences  he  had  in  this  thes(J  occaslonal   8abbath-day  walks  to 

laborious     moment ;     but    we    may  Dalkeith,  in   which  I  usually  carried  a 

quote    the    manner    in    which    this  French  New  Testament    in  my  pocket 

bookseller's  apprentice  amused  him-  for  lingual  exercise.    The  sunshine,  the 

self.     "  The  mornings    in   summer,  caln}  that  prevailed,  the  fresh  air,  the 

,         ,.  ,  .          ,        fi  .                        '  singing  of  birds,  the  green  leafy  trees, 

when   light   cast  nothing,  were  my  ancf  the  blossoming  wild-flowers  by  tod 

chief  reliance,"   he  tells    us.     "Fa-  wayside,  all  filled  my  heart  with  riad- 

tigucd  with   trudging  about,   I  was  ncss,  for  they  renewed  my  recollections 

not  naturally   inclined  to  rise,   but  of  the  country.    The .fields  stuck  about 

^«  fi»:«  ««/i  «AmA  niun.  „rt:„*u  t  /%«-«%.  ^'»th  coal-pits,  at  which  the  gin-horses 

on  this  and  some  other  points  I  over-  had  i^e™^    thclr  accustomed  tolL 

ruled  the  will,  and  forced  myself  to  were  not  such  pretty  fields  as  I  had 
get  up  at  five  o'clock  and  have  a  seen  in  Twcedside;  still  they  were  en- 
spell  at  reading.  ....  In  this  way  I  vironcd  with  hedgerows,  and  formed  a 
made  some  progress  in  French,  with  l>}™*ing  contrast  to  the  huro  row*  of 
.,  y.  /?  -  ,.  i  ,'  dingy  buildings  among  which  I  pur- 
the  pronunciation  of  which  I  was  HUC(1J  my  ordinary  employment.  As  a 
already  familiar  from  the  speech  of  boy  I  had  passionately  cultivated  llow- 
the  French  prisoners  of  war  in  era  in  a  little  garden  assigned  to  me, 
Peebles.  T  likewise  dipped  into  and  now  rejoiced  to  see  a  few  growinir, 
several  books  of  solid  worth  such  as  Jffin^ 

kmith  s    \V  ealth  of  >ations,'  Locke  s  sldering  the  neighbourhood  of  the  coal- 

*  Human     Understanding,'     Paley's  pits — had  not  the  freshness  and  bloom 

4  Moral     Philosophy,'     and     Blair's  of  the  primroses  which  I  had  gathered 

'Belles   Lettres,'  fixing  the  leading  i11  #th?llwo«d*  and  dlU?  at  Ne,d^th» 

.    ,          -"^""^m     #IA  *is   •  "    ^"R  but  still    they  were  primroses,   and  as 

facts  and  theories  in  my  memory  by  the  best  within   reach,  I   plucked  and 

a  note-book  for  the  purpose."     The  carried  home  a  handful  as  a  gift  to  my 

boys  also  made  experiments  in  chem-  mother  in  her  dreary  residence  at  the 

istry,  having  found  a  hospitable  old  £*"».  .und  w**  l)le*f  d  to  "ee  hc4r  P?* 

.  •"  i         B     ...    ,,i.       r     .,         j  them  in  a  glass  with  a  little  water,  to 

pair  who  permitted  this  pursuit ;  and  ])rcs(.rvc  aaa  souvenir   of  my  weekly 

constructed  a  cylindrical  electrifying  visit." 
machine,  and  produced    coal-gas  in 
a  blacking-bottle,  with   other  such 

delightful  combinations  of  science  We  have  spent  so  much  time 
and  amusement  Do  the  errand-  upon  this  charming  beginning  that 
boys  who  bring  our  parcels,  the  de-  wo  cannot  dwell  upon  the  won- 
livercrs  of  circulars,  tho  lads  from  dorful  commencement  of  business, 
the  circulating  libraries,  occupy  their  which  is  as  exciting  as  a  ballad. 
leisure  moments  in  this  way  now  ?  How  Robert  set  up  at  sixteen  with 
And  on  Saturday  nights  the  boys  the  little  library  of  the  family  for 
went  off  u  between  nine  and  ten  his  stock-in-trade,  his  own  school- 
o'clock,  in  all  states  of  the  weather,  books  being  added  to  fill  up  a  little 
winter  and  summer,  .  .  .  past  Holy-  more  space — "  tho  whole,  if  ranged 
rood,  across  the  King's  park  by  on  a  shelf,  would  occupy  about 
Muschat's  Cairn,"   a    dreary  walk,  twelve  feet,   with    perhaps    a    foot 


1873.]                            Memoir  of  Robert  Chamber*.  495 

additional  by  including  Horace  and  secured  the  interest  of  Scott,  one  of 
the  other  school-books;''  how  from  the  best,  if  certainly  the  kindest,  of 
the  moment  of  that  beginning  he  judges.  We  are  tempted  to  make 
never  costs  his  family  u  sixpence,  (me  snuil!  personal  contribution  to 
and  soon  was  in  a  position  to  aid  the  record*  of  bis  modest  fame,  in 
them.  How  William,  without  even  the  shape  of  a  ballad,  the  favourite 
this  aid,  on  the  same  shady  side  of  of  our  own  youth,  and  which  we 
Leith  Walk,  set  up  another  book-  remember,  with  all  the  vivacity  of 
stall  as  soon  as  his  apprenticeship  childish  impression,  to  have  found 
was  over,  with  his  pound's  worth  of  in  a  huge,  dusty.  M per- covered  vol- 
books,  which  a  wise  traveller  from  unie  in  some  odd  corner  of  our 
London  allowed  him  to  have  on  nursery,  heaven  knows  how  many 
credit;  how.  to  beguile  the  tedium  years  ago,  and  to  have  crooned  ever 
of  wet  days,  when  nothing  could  he  after  Witt  vague  childish  enjoyment 
sold,  he  began  to  print,  and  then  to  of  its  mixture  of  humour  and  pa- 
write  in  order  to  print;  and  how  at  thos.  'Chambers'  Journal,'  judging 
length,  by  slow  degrees  the  two  by  this  recollection,  must  have  been 
bookstalls  grew  into  a  great  shop,  at  least  si\  times  as  big  then  aw  now ; 
and  the  two  boys  into  well-known  and  here  is  the  ballad  of  young 
men, — we  have  not  spaeo  to  telL  Randal,  our  own  most  early  grateful 
But  it  is  long  since  we  have  read  a  association  with  Robert  Cliambera's 
story  so  simple,  so  unexaggerated,  name: — 
and  so  full  of  interest.  That  the 
struggle  Was  well  rewarded,  and  that 

success  brought  at  once  comfort  and  "  ohn^''1 1"™a  "  bonnl0  '"<'  ,vh™  he  EBed 

honour  in  its  train,  the  reader  learns  a  boanle,  bonnie  l«d  wai  he  when  he  good 

with  pleasure;    but  the  struggle  is  ""?'■„.              ,,.  t     ,               , 

bolter  even  c » .■„«!, ;  «?, J  Ih.  T\"K,JS,'™     b"'a"  ""  "  ■"" 

period  whit- 1 1  Mr.  Chambers  playfully  That  Randal,  the  Laird's  youngest  son,  goed 

and  touchingly  calls  the  Dork  Ages,  *™a  ■ 
will  be,  he  may  lie  certain,  the  linest 

feather  in  bis  cap — the  Golden  Age —  'Twaa  'a  to  aeek    hit  fortnno   in    Ibo  Ma 

of   which   his   relations  will   always  OoaaSe. 

have  reason  to  be  proud.  T°  *«  «»  *«"-*  loo,"  ,n  ttfl  ^  °«- 

Robert  Chambers  was  not  a  great,  Tun!   lit  left   his    fother'B   toner   o'   Bweet 

but  he  wa-  a   most   industrious  and  .     Wiiianslec                                       * 

.     ,.                    ..                      j      ,,  And     [[fill.:1     l*:n      rrii''..[-L    11     I  ■  :'■  IV  ■■  .!;    onii:- 

E mistaking  writer;    and   there   can  [,)„. 
e  little  dimbl  that  his  contributions 
to  the  Journal  which  were  uninter- 
rupted for   a   long   series  of  years.  Da»bbwrti«mtataW,hl.fcttarta 
did     more     than     anything    else     to  ua  brother  al  the  onler  yett,  but  and  hi* 
secure   its    success.       These   cootn-  A   ^!^*-       ioJ        limilookeiowa 
hutions    Were    always    marked    by  tne  casth' wa'. 

good  sense  and   genial  feeling.     His  Apd  nmlr  thin  b'  the  lave  let  tho  tears 

•Memoirs  of  the  Rebellion  of  1746'  *»"»»■ 
is  of  higher  pretensions,  and  is,  we 

think,    by    much    the    best     popular  oh  when  irU]  yon  bo  back  njniinr  bo  kinflly 

history   of   that   single   epoch;    and  didsbeaoeer; 

his  '  Life  of  liur-iia '  is  a  very  honest,  oh  *„i!1n?a™?J ° 

true,    and     good    work;     while     the  Whenever  I  can  win  ennncb  o'  the  Spanish 

'Traditions     of     Edinburgh,'     which  jnffij,   JOO   m   p^rllni    ua3   silks,  my 

was  one  of  his  earUer  productions,  dear. 
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Oh  Randal's  hair  was  coal-black  when  he 

saed  awa' 
Oh  Randal's  cheeks  were  roses  red  when  he 

gaed  awa1 ; 
And  in  his  bonnle  e'e  a  spark  glinted  high. 
Like  the  merrie,  merrie  lark  in  the  morning 

sky. 

Oh  Randal  was  an  alter't  man  when  he  cam1 

name — 
A  sair  alter't  man  was  he  when  he  cam* 

hamo, 
With  a  ribbon  at  his  brcest  and  a  Sir  at  his 

name, 
And  grey,   grey  cheeks— oh,  Randal  came 

name  I 


He  looted  at  the  gate  and  he  rispit  wi1  the 

ring, 
And  doun  came  a  lady  to  pee  him  come  in ; 
And  after  the  lady  came  bairns  fifteen— 
Oh  can  this  mnckle  wife  be  my  true-love 

Jean? 

Whatna  stonr  carle  is  this,  qno'  the  dame. 
Sae  gruff  and  sae  grand  and   sae  feckless 

and  lame  ? 
I  pray  yon,  fair  madam,  are  ye  bonnle  Jeano 

Graeme  ? 
In  truth,  quo'  the  lady,  sweet  air,  the  very 

same. 

lie  turned   him  about  with  a  tear  in  his 

e'e, 
And  a  heart  as  sair  as  heart  could  be ; 
lie  lap  on  his  hone  and  awu'  did  wildly 

flee, 
And  never  mair  came  back  again  to  sweet 

Willansloe. 

Oh  dool  on  the  puirtith  o'  this  countrle, 
And  dooi  on  the  wars  o'  the  Hie  Germanic, 
And  dool  on  the  lore  that  forgetful  can  be, 
For  they  broke  the  bravest  heart  in  the  ha  ill 
co  un  trie." 


Farewell,  brave  lads,  tho  credit 
of  your  class  and  country!  Fare- 
well, prosperous,  and  gentle  and 
kind  old  man!  After  having  done 
so  well  for  himself,  and  receiving  so 
much  pleasant  reward  for  his  exer- 
tions, there  is  but  one  thing  we 
could  have  wished  to  Robert  Cham- 
bers— a  sunnier  spot  to  rest  in  than 
that  gloomy  corner  of  old  St.  Rule's, 
where,  within  sound  of  the  sea,  and 
amid  the  ancient  monuments  he 
loved,  it  was,  we  are  informed,  his 
own  choice  to  lie. 


From  shady  Leith  Walk  and 
sunny  St  Andrews  we  want  more 
than  seven-league  boots  to  reach 
at  one  stride  those  vast  far-distant 
plains,  lost  in  the  mysteries  of  anti- 
quity, yet  novel  and  fresh  as  the 
newest  of  worlds,  to  which  Mr. 
Ralston  introduces  us  in  his  book 
about  Russian  songs.*  Everything 
is  new  to  us  in  these  great  breadths 
of  distant  country,  where  an  un- 
known people,  harmonious,  incom- 
prehensible, sets  its  old  immemorial 
life  to  music,  and  keeps  living  on 
to  the  same  accompaniment,  even 
through  these  modern  days.  The 
ballad  stage  has  altogether  passed  for 
ourselves,  and  nobody  among  us  has 
been  wise  enough  to  imagine  that 
the  primitive  and  uneducated  mind 
is  much  the  same  in  all  ages,  and 
that  even  in  Whitechapel  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  old  heroic  stories 
which  once  English  peasants  loved, 
might  answer  better  than  penny- 
readings  if  there  was  any  minstrel 
to  tell  them.  The  only  possible  point 
of  contact,  however,  which  we  have 
personally  with  that  most  attractive 
and  earliest  school  of  literature,  is 
the  rare  encounter  somewhat  vague 
and  fabulous  of  a  Gaelic-speaking 
sportsman  with  some  old  Allan 
Bane  among  tho  Highland  hills — 
a  doubtful  satisfaction,  since  it  is 
never  quite  clear  to  us  whether  the 
old  piper  is  to  bo  trusted,  or  if  he 
is  merely  sounding  the  depths  of 
gullibility  in  tho  modern  mind.  But 
in  Russia  song  is  the  very  soul  of 
the  people.  It  accompanies  them 
everywhere,  in  the  woods  and  in  the 
fields,  as  well  as  in  the  primitive 
rustic  assemblies  common  to  them 
as  to  all  races,  but  living  and  real 
amongst  that  strange,  half-civilised, 
and  mysterious  people,  while  dead 
or  galvanised  into  merely  ficti- 
tious life  with  us.  Mr.  Ralston 
is  not  one  of  those  travellers  who 
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come  back  from  a  six  weeks'  tour,  pleasure  which  awaits  him  in  Mr. 
briskly  confident  of  everything,  and  Ralston's  book.  The  author  is  ex- 
ready  to  givu  us  an  exhaustive  ac-  tremely  modest  about  his  own  valu- 
count  and  description  of  an  un-  able  labours,  quaintly  declaring  that 
known  race.  He  has  laboured  for  it  is  his  "  chief  aim"  to  render  this 
years  with  conscientious  diligence  treasure  of  poetry  and  primitive  life 
and  painstaking  to  make  himself  "  available  to  such  students  of  my- 
masterof  the  language  and  literature,  thology  and  folk-lore  as  may  hap- 
which  we  believe  no  man  in  England  pen  not  to  raid  Rumion  ;"  but  the 
is  so  well  qualified  to  expound  to  reader  who  is  neither,  will,  or  we 
us;  and  nothing  can  be  man  fresh,  mistake  his  quality,  be  but  too 
more  graphic  and  full  of  interest,  happy  to  iirid  a  volume  so  fresh  and 
than  the  scenes  he  sets  before  us  in  full  of  life  upon  his  table.  For  our 
his  new  work,  so  unlike  anything  own  poor  part  wo  avow  that  my- 
known  to  ua,  and  so  unquestionably  thology  moves  us  little,  but  that  we 
living  and  real.  Russia  has  all  the  find  Svyatiigoi-  and  his  compeers  de- 
attraction  of  almost  virgin  soil;  lighlful  companions;  and  that  even 
and  it  has  h  doublo  attraction  in  more  charming  than  Hvyatagor  are 
its  novelty  from  the  ancientness  of  the  groups  that  listen  to  the  tales  of 
everything  that  is  t-a  fresh  and  his  exploits,  and  the  minstrels  who 
young  to  us.  Though  wo  never  sing  them.  Here,  for  instance,  is  a 
heard  of  them  before,  there  is  no-  sketch  of  the  way  in  which  an  en- 
thing  of  this  vulgar  present  in  terprising  Kussian  collector,  Ituib- 
the  customs,  the  strange  life,  the  nikof  by  name,  collected  various 
wild  and  sweet  music  of  that  vast  Builinas  or  heroic  ballads,  which 
and  heretofore  silent  country.  To-  had  dropped  out  of  the  recollection 
day  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  of  the  cultivated  classes  into  the 
new-discovered  empire;  nor  even  great  peasant  world  which  lies  be- 
our  modern  yesterday  of  the  histori-  low.  This  gentleman  found  some 
cal  past  which  wo  make  so  much  of,  little  difficulty  at  lirst  in  hislabours; 
The  Russian  peasant  makes  no  ac-  finding,  for  instance,  that  at  the 
count  of  the  frivolous  modernising  great  fair  of  Shiingsk,  which  he 
of  our  middle  ages.  tie  stretches  visited  with  this  intention,  the 
back  far  beyond  all  that  to  those  Kaliki  or  blind  minstrels  who  had 
dim  days  when  vniour  and  strength  been  in  the  habit  of  sitting  by  the 
came  from  the  Rust  as  well  as  in-  churchyard  and  singing  songs  to  all 
struction  and  wisdom — to  the  mys-  listeners,  had  been  driven  away  ' 
terious  sources  of  all  knowledge,  the  some  years  previously  by  the  police, 
morning  lands,  whence  spring  all  It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the 
the  prophets,  and,  so  far  as  Russia  lover  of  literature,  who  was  strength- 
is  concerned,  the  heroes  too.  He  ened  by  a  Government  commission, 
mounts  up  to  the  very  sources  of  had  inteit.t  enough  to  procure  the 
mythology,  to  fables  older  than  restitution  of  the  blind  singers,  who, 
Greece,  to  that  high  stiain  of  Ori-  however,  were  only  partially  satis- 
ental  poetry  which  is  the  source  of  factory  to  him,  as  their  songs  were 
all.  And  when  we  remember  that  entirely  religious,  nod  they  knew  no 
this  poetry,  drawn  from  so  high  and  Builfnas.  The  district  was  Old- 
primary  a  fountain,  mixes  still  with  Ritualist,  Puritan,  and  cared  not  for 
all  his  quaint  and  primitive  life,  on  romance;  and  M.  Ruibnikof  had 
this  dead  level  of  the  nineteenth  to  push  his  inquiries  further  than 
century,  the  reader  will  be  able  to  even  Shuugsk,  wherever  that  curi- 
forni   an   idea  of  the  kind  of  novel  ous  compound  of  consonants  may  be. 


498  New  Boohs.  [April 

44  One    fresh    May    morning,    having  he  says,  and  that  by  skilled  minstrels; 

donned  the  dress  of  the  common  peo-  but    their    performances    never    again 

pie,  Ruibnlkof  went  down  to  the  quay  produced  the  strong  impression  which 

at  Petrozavodsk,  and  began  to  look  for  was   made   upon   him   by   the    broken 

a  boat  to  take  him  to  the  other  side  of  voice  of  the   old   singer   to  whom  he 

Lake    Onega.      The   ice    had    scarcely  listened   that   stormy   spring   morning, 

hod   time   to   thaw,  but  boats  had  al-  on  the  desolate  island   amid   the  wild 

ready   begun   to   arrive   from   different  waves  of  Lake  Onega." 
parts   of    the  lake,  laden  with  butter, 

eggs,  and  meal,  and   manned   by   pea-        o~«««  a^^  «^*  ~~~~u  ,,„  *^  ««*„- 

suits  who  gave  their  services  as  rowers  .    SP^f  does  not  Permit  us  to  enter 

in   return   for   a  free   passage.     There  into   all  the  daily   arrangements   of 

was,  however,  only  one  boat  from  that  Russian  life :    the  marriage   songs ; 

part  of  the  shore  to  which  he  wished  the  choruses  for  different  times  of 

to  go.    So  in  it,  although  it  could  offer  th      year__thoso   which   attend   the 

but  small  accommodation,   he  was  ob-  .         J^     .,     £  J ,  v\     ?  .     .,    j 

liged  to  start.     The  boat  left  the  quay  l<>vcr  to  tne  house  of  his  betrothed, 

at   nig  lit,  rowed   by  three  men   and  a  and  the  dead   man   to   his   funeral, 

woman,  but  had  not  got  far  on  its  way  which  Mr.  Ralston  gives  us  so  plen- 

when  a  strong   head-wind   arose;    and  tifully      They  throw  that  quaint  and 

about  six  o  clock  in  the  morning  the  -        i  r/    .  f    .u       i  V     *  i:  u* 

weary  rowers  were  glad  to  take  refuge  far"°ff  hfo  lnt*>  tho  pleasantest  light 

under  the  lee  of  a  desolate  little  island,  The   songs    themselves    might    per- 

about   eight   miles  from  Petrozavodsk,  haps  have  been  improved  by  a  more 

Ruibnlkof    landed    and    walked    to    a  melodious   arrangement  of  the   un- 

small  hut  intended  for   the  benefit  of  _,„i  i-   nc,  „l*T  x0i,rt  iLfl  -i0„~  ~* 

weather-bound   mariners;    but    it    was  equal  lines  which  take  the  place  of 

full  of  peasants,  for  several  other  boats  rhyme    in    Russia.      But    they  are 

had  been  forced  to  take  shelter   from  often    very    sweet    and    quaint    in 

the  storm,  so   he  made  himself  some  themselves,   as    well  as   interesting 

tea  at   a  woodttre  which  was    burning  •     th  .    reveiations.     Many  of  them 
outside,  and  then  lay  down  to  sleep  on  v    /  ,~     J,     "iU 

the  bare  ground.  seem  to  be  sung  chorally  with  an  ac- 

44  Before  long   he   was   awakened  by  companiment  of  dances  or  dramatic 

strange  sounds.     Some  one   was   sing-  movements,   like   the   lyrical  games 

ing    beside    the    lire.      He   had   heard  which  8till  find  refug0  among  chil. 

many  songs,  but  never   such  a  one  as  ,  .  ^         ?    „    «^iLi:,*„« 

that   to   which  he   was   now  listening.  dren    m    °™    own    less    melodious 

4  Lively,    fantastic,     joyous,     it     now  country.       The    most    common    of 

streamed  rapidly  along,  and  now  with  them   is  called   the   Khorovod,   and 

broken  How,  seemed  to  recall  to  mind  js  described  by  Mr.  Ralston  as  fol- 

somcthing  antique,  something  forgotten  iows  . 

bv  our  generation.'     For  a  time  Ruin-  10W8  • 
mkof    remained    betwixt   sleeping   and 

waking,   unwilling   to  move,   4  so  plea-        "  When   a    holiday    arrives,    in    fine 

sant  was  it  to  remain  under  the  Influ-  spring  weather,  even  the  saddcst-look- 

ence    of   an    entirely    new  impression.'  ing  of  Russian  hamlets  assumes  a  lively 

Half-slumhrously  he  could  see  a  group  aspect.     In  front  of  their  wooden  huts 

of    peasants    sitting    a   little   way    on,  the  old    people  sit    *  simply  chattering 

listening   to   a   song   sung   by  a  grey-  in  a  rustic  row,'  the  younger  men  and 

haired  old  man,  with  a  full  white  beard,  women  gather  together  in  groups,  each 

keen  eyes,  and  a  kindly  expression  of  sex  apart  from  the  other,  and  talk  about 

countenance.       When    one    song    was  their  Held*  and  their  flocks,  their  faml- 

ended,    another    began,    which    turned  lies,  und  their  household  affairs.     Across 

out    to  be  one  of   the  Novgorod  Bui-  the   river   they    sec    their   horses,   free 

linos.  from  labour   for  the  .day,   browsing  in 

44  When  the  second  song  came  to  an  the   green  meadows :    above   the  copse 

end  Kuibnikof   got    up  and   made  ac-  rises  the  blue  cupola  of  a  neighbouring 

quaintancc  with  the  singer,   a   peasant  church ;  beyond  tho  log-houses  a  streak 

named      Leant)*      Bogdanovick.        Ho  of   rood   stretches   away  into   the   dis- 

hcord  many  Builinas  sung   afterwards,  tance,  and  loses  itself  among  the  woods 
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Whlcli  dark™   the    plain   anil  (riii^i:   tin'  funics  and  smiiu;s  under  tin'  guidance  of. 

horizon.     Alone    tin;    village  street  and  a  Khorovodnilsa,  or  lender  of  the  dance. 

tho  slope   towards    the   river  stroll   the  Jf  they  tiecunii'  lired   uf  peril  innim;  hy 

girla     lu     their    holiday    array,    merrily  Ihcrnsclve;,      they     Invito      the     villujrc 

■wendhi;     i.iWiii.ls    tin;    open     bjocc    hi  youths  to  juin  ihcm,  singing; — 
■width   Die  Khorovod"   Hie  always  held, 

und  ringing;  U  they  go  :—  "Tho  bright,  falrona  have  met    In  tho  oak 

0  forth     Into  the  greenwood  have  flown  thewhlta 

Fluttering  about  from  hash  to  brrah. 


out  with  them  o  nlgbt- 
nightingala    o 


.ii.I.tLsis. 


ktntosong,  'How    SS    IM    mitlinl 


I   maidens  will    begin 


tlow  shall  we  fiir  ones  begin  new  ciroli  :' 


Bat  (he  young  wires  will  pour  forth  ti 

"(,fl       I.      I,...:.    ..-        ll:-      K!|..r.,v„-1     :■■■■ 

horn"  liberty  In  »  father  .  mmns  composed  of  s;rU  „,„„,..  „„,]  Uict1 

While   n.n'siill  lend  ■  life  of  ease  In  the  sl|e  M|,Q  l,|!1J's   tin;  mule  tmrt  In  liny  of 

home  of  amothrr.*  what  m;ir  In;  ..  .1  j i . ■.  I    the  ] Lt il ■  ■  1  ■ ; ■■■  t-i.  1 1  ;j— 

111m.       ...  .  .  j         .  ■  ..  j  which   Ih'cv  1'i-rf.iriii,   ~onietinies  adopt* 

„  ^|,,'n u"'-'[ V'1^"',"  "":,:,:",i  !i  iiiii"'j  »*•  "<•  ■■"!'.  »>  ..-h-TiM  !„■  i„ 

th'-v  f"Nn  ii  i  n-i-le.  ti.l,.-    Ii.imls,  ninl  In-  L-r,,,Mi,,„  „■  ■    ■ 

gin'uinuui;  Mil.- way  mid  that,  or  round  K00pmK  W 
mid    round.      If   the    lillact    is   11   hirgc  FrL- 

one  n  couple  of  K ..>v,.d<  are  funned,  rh,s      P™UJ 

one  at  each   cud  of  the  st.reel,  mid  the  TWK     scene,     wim     ils     uiu-nvm 

two    bands   more   towarde    euch   other  rest    and    pcaecfulnesa,   the    quaint 

«iiSinjr    a   smig.    which    changes    when  music,    (he   procession  of  the  pretty 

they      1  I'm       ■":■■  h.-r     uiln    tie    Bvzun-  e  1V      .,  _  *,    ..J 

tiunercmemhciTng  chorus;-  J  flBTeB>    the   '  woven   paces  and    the 

moving    hands,      bring     the-    whole 

"     wMM^wmigo;  country  and  mode  of  life  before  us ; 

Willi  my"i,incc  the  wall  and  such  nil   loMitinti  to  our  experi- 

Will  Ipierte,  will  I  plerra.  pace  :g  orie  wujch  it  is  r.lcnan>.f   In 

"Alter  Ibis    they   proceed  with   their  make. 
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THE  MINISTERS,  THE  PARLIAMENT,  AND  THE  COUNTRY. 

Before  our  last  number  was  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  tearing  a 
through  the  press,  Mr.  Gladstone  had  passion  to  tatters  is  scarcely  a  credit- 
begun  to  verify  the  anticipations  able  exhibition.  If  nothing  short 
therein  written  concerning  him.  He  of  success  and  admiration  can  restore 
unfortunately  showed  an  entire  want  his  equanimity,  then  it  is  to  be 
of  self-command  on  the  night  of  the  feared  that  a  calmer  demeanour  is 
22d  February,  when  the  Royal  Parks  at  present  hopeless  :  for  Mr.  Glad- 
Bill  was  under  discussion,  used  petu-  stone  and  his  own  flesh  and  blood 
lant  and  offensive  language,  and  was  do  not  appear  to  be  so  affectionate 
vehement  on  a  wordy  quibble  while  as  they  were  some  twelve  or  four- 
unable  substantially  to  rebut  an  teen  months  since ;  terms  of  cndear- 
accusation.  Such  behaviour,  always  mcnt  and  complimentary  phrases 
lamentable,  is  especially  to  be  re-  are  not  reciprocated  between  them 
gretted  just  now,  when  the  eyes  of  as  of  old ;  and  indeed  there  are  in- 
Europe  and  America  are  bent  on  dications  of  serious  disagreements, 
the  proceedings  in  the  British  Par-  When  a  scat  in  the  House  of  Com- 
liament.  Mr.  Gladstone,  having  mons  happens  to  bo  vacant,  the  con- 
done us  irreparable  injury  in  an  im-  stituency  which  is  called  upon  to 
portant  foreign  negotiation,  should  elect  a  member  no  longer  chooses  a 
at  least  refrain  from  exposing  to  person  pledged  to  vote  for  Mr.  Glad- 
foreigners  that  we  are  as  ill  served  stone,  but  perversely  send  a  recruit 
in  little  matters  as  in  great  And  to  the  ranks  of  Opposition.  Indeed 
it  is  due,  one  would  think,  to  the  there  is  but  too  much  proof  of  dis- 
majority  who  carried  him  to  power,  sension  —  but  too  much  reason  to 
not  to  let  all  the  world  see  how  apprehend  recrimination  and  bitter 
sentimental  and  partial  their  pre-  enmities  in  this  family  once  so 
ferencc  was.  No  doubt  it  is  very  united,  but  now  falling  away  to 
galling,  after  having  been  respected  practices  such  as  thoso  in  which  it 
as  a  lion,  to  have  the  skin  momentari-  is  written  that  dogs  delight 
ly  turned  back  so  as  to  raise  a  sus-  It  is  not  only  in  regard  to  temper 
picion  of  an  inferior  creature  inside ;  that  Mr.  Gladstone  is  unfortunate  ; 
but  such  an  accident  should  suggest  he  seems  to  seize  every  occasion 
a  more  careful  covering  up,  and  not  that  offers  for  justifying  our  oft-cx- 
a  recklessness  as  to  points  and  pressed  opinion  that  he  would  dis- 
stitches.  It  is  most  desirable  that  appoint  expectation.  Surely,  with 
the  Prime  Minister  should,  in  the  grave  troubles  impending,  and  with 
present  state  of  affairs,  assume  a  such  a  trouble  in  chief  as  the  Ame- 
virtue  and  be  somewhat  dignified,  rican  Treaty  is  like  to  prove— surely, 
If  not  able  without  effort  to  bring  in  such  a  position  a  Minister  of  ordi- 
his  tongue  into  subjection,  a  little  nary  forethought,  or  possessing  mo- 
pains  to  effect  that  result  would  not  derate  tact,  would  make  some  conces- 
be  thrown  away.  If,  for  instance,  sion  to  opinion,  would  make  a  little 
he  were  to  expend  some  of  his  voca-  effort  to  soothe  the  ruffled  feeling  of 
bulary  on  effigies  of  the  Opposition  in  the  country.  Well,  an  excellent 
his  study,  or  were  to  fell  a  few  oaks  opportunity  is  afforded  early  in 
before  four  o'clock  so  as  to  reduce  March  of  graciously  bowing  to  the 
the  nervous  irritability,  his  speeches  public  sentiment  in  a  small  matter, 
might    in    dignity    gain    much.     A  the  appointment  of  a  clergyman  to 
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it  benefice.  How  docs  Mr.  (Had-  common  things.  One  sees,  how- 
stone  use  this  opportunity  ?  Ho  is  ever,  that  if  such  people  had  power 
obstinate,  mi  com  promising,  litigi-  to  act  upon  their  far-fetched  opin- 
oua.  Ha  labours,  with  much  in-  ions,  they  would  bo  very  dangerous 
genuity  of  words,  to  prove  himself  and  troublesome.  We  have  known 
in  the  right,  against  the  convictions  one  or  two  clergymen  of  this  tarn  of 
of  men  who  know  him  to  be  sub-  mind,  who,  though  not  bad  people 
stantially  in  the  wrong,  and  who  in  tho  main,  caused  great  dissatis- 
desire  from  him  not  u  mass  of  ver-  faction  in  their  parishes ;  and  we 
biage,  but  some  acknowledgment  of  have  met  in  our  time  with  officers 
the  supremacy  of  tho  lnw.  He  not  in  the  army  who  could  never  con- 
only  does  nut  turn  the  accident  to  strut- an  order  or  regulation  accord- 
good  account,  but  ho  takes  pains  to  ing  to  its  plain  meaning,  and  who 
damage  still  further  bis  already  would  take  a  pleasure  in  acting 
perilous  condition.  Neither  Par-  upon  some  wild  interpretation, 
liament  nor  people  is  likely  to  up-  Spite  of  such  instances  as  these, 
proach  the  Treaty  in  a  more  forgiv-  however,  the  world  contrives  to  roll 
ing  humour  because  we  have  a  Min-  along  and  no  groat  mischief  is  done, 
ister  who  demands  that  hi.-  infalli-  !i  is  different  when  tho  perverse 
bility  shall  be  the  first  article  of  our  person  holds  high  office,  and  can 
creed.  exercise  his  tortuous  mind  upon 
There  is  a  class  of  minds  which  affairs  of  the  highest  importance. 
delights  in  refinements  anil  subtle-  A  ruler  bent  upon  showing  how 
ties,  and  in  drawing  out  of  plain  dexterously  he  can  violate  the  spirit 
and  ordinary  expressions  such  mean-  of  a  law  while  abiding  by  its  letter, 
ings  as  an  ordinary  intelligence  is  a  very  serious  alllictiou  to  a  coun- 
would  never  have  dreamed  of.  A  try  ;  and  such  a  ruler  unfortunately 
specimen  of  this  class  of  minds  is  to  England  is  at  this  moment  troubled 
be  found  in  almost  every  commun-  with.  Tho  quibble  by  which  the 
ity,  and  its  possessor  is  generally  a  rectory  <>!  Kwehnu  was  handed  over 
notable  per&on,  whoso  paradoxes  are  to  a  Master  of  Cambridge  was,  we 
always  mentioned  and  admired  when  are  glad  to  find,  severely  animad- 
plain  reasorv.rs  are  discussing  the  verted  on  in  the  House  of  Corn- 
subject-matters  in  everyday  fashion,  mons.  A  proposal  to  do  such  an 
Such  persons  are  for  the  most  part  act  on  such  an  interpretation  of  the 
harmless,  as  nobody  thinks  of  adopt-  law  would  have  been  diverting  from 
ing  their  ingenious  views  ;  hut  their  the  mouth  of  Touchstone,  the  word- 
clever  perversencss  is  in  itself  amus-  splitting  jester  in  "  As  you  Like  it," 
ing,  and  every  one  desires  to  know  to  whose  mental  rapacity  the  idea 
how  they  regard  a  matter  of  general  was  eminently  fitted,  and  who  could 
interest.  Sir.  Oldbuck,  the  Anti-  but  have  talked  about  doing  it ;  but 
quary,  proving  that  nobody  can  bo  to  have  the  laws  administered  in  the 
legally  imprisoned  for  debt  in  Scot-  spirit  of  Touchstone  is  rathor  more 
land,  though  aware  that  imprison-  than  we  can  bear.  Tho  "  Ewelmo 
ment  for  debt  took  place  every  scandal,"  was,  we  apprehend,  not 
day  in  the  year  under  the  law,  inadea  subject  «t  serious  attack  upon 
is  a  deathless  example  of  the  sort  tho  Ministry,  because  the  "Collier 
of  character  which  wo  speak  of ;  scandal,"  a  connate  fault,  hud  already 
and  nobody  will  deny  that  his  pe-  elicited  a  pretty  clear  expression  of 
culiarities  are  infinitely  entertaining,  the  opinion  of  Parliament  Just 
especially  his  perverse  readings  of  enough  was  said  to  assure  Mr.  Glad- 
n  words,  and  explanations  of  stone  (if  any  warning  can  c      ' 
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him  of  his  imprudence)  that  his  fine-  immaculate  Mr.  Gladstone,  the  pre- 
drawn interpretations  are  not  at  all  cisian  under  whose  guidance  Gor- 
to  our  taste,  that  he  must  read  Acts  ernment  was  to  he  purged  of  every 
of  Parliament  like  a  man  of  this  earthy  taint!  Translate  it  out  of 
world,  or,  failing  to  do  so,  must  heat  the  Parliamentary  tongue  into  the 
once  deprived  of  the  power  to  tamper  vernacular,  and  it  will  be  seen  that, 
with  them.  Mr.  Greene,  in  com-  to  some  apprehensions,  the  same 
menting  on  this  appointment,  used  description  of  character  will  suit  the 
the  following  language ;  he  said  people's  William  of  the  present  day 
that —  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Wild  of  the  past. 

In  truth  these  are,  as  Mrs.  Quickly 

"lie    would  take    a    common-sense  puts  it,   "  very  hitter  words  ;"*  and 

view  of  this  cose,  and  pointed  out  that  the  worst  of  the  matter  is,  that  they 

almost  every  newspaper  in  the  country  8eeme<i  quite  to  embody  the  feeling 

had  condemned   the   right   honourable  -    AU      t»            ^    ru    —            ** 

gentleman's  conduct    Unless  the  Prime  «    th*    House    of    Commons.     Mr. 

Slinister  were  declared  infallible  he  did  Scourneld  remarked  that 

not  see  how  hon.  members  could  accept  u  on,,,  i«™,a  «#  vn^n~A  ^«„i^  «~*  »^ 

his  reading  of  the  Act.    Everybody   n  an f  LSS^ B  ^JSSf^   if L^t™ 

this  country  desired  that  there   should  ^aci^y  t^?i "^L  ^i^SSS 

be  a  high  moral  standard  of  principle;  .^J^IS,  * \^ C,  "'£ Ifijff** 

but     in     his    humble     judgment    her  in  JnterProtinS  *« law  °*  the  land. 

Majesty's   Government  had   descended  Mr.  Hunt  said  that 
to  a  very  low  level  of  morality.    (Hear, 

hear.)    A  friend  of  his  was   staying  at  "It  was  most  unfortunate  that  this 

a  friend's  house  in  the  country  a  few  appointment    should    have    been    Im- 

years  ago,  and,  while  dressing,  a  great  mediately  preceded    by  the    promotion 

noise  attracted  his  attention.    On  look-  of  Sir  Robert  Collier,  which  had  occn- 

iug  out  of  the  window  he  saw  a  kitchen-  pl<*d   the  attention   of   the   House  the 

maid  on  a  horse,  which  was  being  led  other  night;  because  it  seemed  to  show 

round   the   yard.      He    afterwards    in-  that  those  occupying  the  highest  places 

quired   the   meaning   of   this,  when   a  in  the   land  were  utterly  regardless  of 

groom  said,  *  To  tell  you  the  truth,  sir,  the   spirit   and   intention   of   Acts    of 

we  arc  going  to  take  this  horse  to  a  Parliament,    and   did   not   set  by   any 

fair,  and'  we  want  to  be  able  to  say  he  means  a  pood   example  of  the  way  In 

has  carried  a  lady.*     (Much  laughter.)  which  the  law  should  be  administered." 
Now,    this    was    very   like    what    the 

Prime  Minister  had  done;  and  though  Again,  Mr.  Bouvene,  in  a  speech 

he   did    not   charge    him   with   acting  certainly   not  marked  hy    rancour, 

corruptly .he  wish  to  point  out  that  but  rather    hy  regret   used    these 

a  man  with  such  a  mind  ought  not  to    WftPriH . **«w 

be  Premier.     In  conclusion,  the   hon.  *oras* 

member    expressed    a    hope    that    he  "Arc   there   any  extraneous   circum- 

should  never  again  hear  a  government  stances   by   means   of   which   we   may 

charged   with    a   matter    afl'ecting    the  arrive  at  the  meaning  of  the  Act  now 

morality,  honesty,  and   uprightness   of  under  discussion  ?— for  wo  must  bear  In 

a  great  nation.    (Hear)."  mind  that  the  ink  of  it  is  scarcely  dry, 

and  we  have   means   for  discussing    It 

Pretty  language  this  to  address,  whic\1  wiu  "otJ*  in  thc  *oMw»ion  of 

before  the  people's  representatives  ™™b+ere  of  p*rlia™»t  »«J  *<*«  to 
in    Parliament    assembled,    to    the 


*  We  would  beg  thc  *  Spectator'  newspaper  which  did  us  the  honour  of  animad- 
verting on  some  observations  referring  to  Mr.  Gladstone  in  our  last  month's  number 
to  take  note  of  this  speech  of  Mr.  Greene,  which  was  Bpokcn  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  face' 
and  in  presence  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Surely  it  is  useless  to  try  to  attribute  to 
party  prejudice  or  party  malice  reflections  which  the  Premier's  own  perversity  la 
forcing  upon  all  elates  of  the  country. 

t  We  were  glad  to  llnd  Mr.  Bouverle  pointing  out  that  thc  intention  of  the  Act 
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"Now,  let  ns  consider  what  the  rijtlit  Prerogative,  ibrnf-jht  to  be  dead  aDd 
honourable  gentleman  did  In  refer-  oarj,><i.  At  any  rate  it  affords  an- 
ence  to  tills  !i  p|  ii)ln  tin  "it  Instead  ,  ■  ,  ;.,  ,,  iir.mj._tg  „n 
of  taking  the  c"ur.-c  which,  ik  11  M.'iii,  ,,ilLr  "»'-'"'^  "I  'he  1  remier  a  un- 
to me,  would  commend  iuelf  to  unv  mippy  proiiciios,  to  run  counter  to 
one  reading  the  Act,  and  kuowim;  tho  opinions  and  sentiments  of  the 
Ite  history,  lie  wrote   tu  ti  i|iiict.  country  country,    and   proves  that   Ilis    mind 

clergyman     mid    mlwM     to     Mm     a         m  ,   -  instruments  of  gov- 

nietijoil    nf   evading  u  flam  Act   of  far-  j.       i-  L                     ,j    4  ,       , 

llsment.  by  Ln.iuc  u.  (Word  am)  ouali-  eminent   which    we   would    tolerate 

fviiii;  hiui-cK    in    u  roundabout   way    to  10  these  day*  no  more  than  We  Would 

take  llii.i  linn-      (Hear,   hear.]    These  pincers  and  thumb -screws,     Uas  he 

eireimi.-t.uK-s     an;     nioit     ree.reli,il.       I  become  besotted  by  the  possession  of 

do  lament   thru   in-    Prime    Minister  of  ,„,„._ ..     n_     ■      n,;,.v,,r„;,v     shewim. 

thl9cnuntrv  shonW  leive  taken  ,,  ennrie  !H)"<          "r     '     .P-i"'.'"        hhovung 

that  b  open   t»  ipiesUon  in    Oils   way.  itself   more  plainly,  simply  because 

(Hear,   hear.)     I    admit,  ue    1    did    at  there  is  increased  opportunity  for  its 

Hrst,    Ills    high    eonscicntioii-mw,    his  display?     We   know   not:    but  this 

I  - : . .-        ■   i  ■■  ■  I'   h"iviir,  hi-  !l.;.nii!ii.iti"ii  klinw     th-il    few   men    have    ever 

to    d<>    riirljt,   lint     I     line-   noticed   hi-  ,  ,.             '          ...           .. 

BtrtratC     ,lctci,i.i„atiu„    nlwm-i    to    earrv  'i'11"1     irt>m     hlKh     estimation    to   a 

through  Pariiann  nt   Hint  which    nmnil.-  decidedly    low    level    in    so    short   a 

with     Ilia     own     wl-hes.     (Hear,     hear.)  time  as  Mr.  (ihdstonc.      lie  isnipidlv 

He  sees    the    object    which   I,;.;   has  in  fllj|j        ils  w(.  aUvavs  said  ho  would, 

vie  it.  I'll!  hi;  i  "i-    nut    -.■!-■    I  i"    force  illli!  ,  ,  i-i       ■   I    .'    _  ■_ 

Btmiirth   of  „i.|.vii..n.    which     may    be  not  fw  much   in  his  legislation   as  in 

made  against  what  ho    wW to  carry,  genera!  appreciation.      His  character 

It   la   the   business     of    this    House    to  as  a,   most    scrupulous    statesman   it 

point  the  force  ol  thou  objections:  and  m   which    was    thought    to    make 

hope   the  di™,„    .,f   t.-ii^ht   "ill  him    ^  nllJ  Ulli,^,ilable:    now, 

lie  ii  win ■■    to    tin'   viLtht.   linn.  gentle-  ,  -?  .       v  u     -i    .■ 

man  not  to  vim.ii-  in  future  these    vcrv  perhaps,     it    may    bo    held     that    he 

csccplionaHc  eu  ii  rats  iii  order  to  evade  would  borietit,  when  ere  long  ho  will 

the  previsions  of  Acts  of  Parliament."  go    out   of    office,    if,  liko  Sir  Peter 

Tea/.le,  lie   can    leave    his  character 

behind  him! 
Incidentally  to  thin    debate  there        It  is  pleasant  to  turn  from  weak- 

was  discussion   of  a  remark  of  Sir.  ness   and  blunders  to    a  subject  of 

Gladstone's  about    advising   the  ex-  which  we  can   speak  with  approba- 

tinction  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  by  tion.       Military  men   seem  to  agree 

the    Royal    veto.      The    right    hon.  iti  opinion  that  Mr.  Card  well's  plan 

gentleman    repudiated    the    meaning  for  localising  mid  recruiting  the  Army 

imputed  to  him,  but  not  in  such  a  is   a  practical   one,   which,  if  fairly 

way   as    to  satisfy  the    House.       It  carried   out,  may  be    of   Tery  great 

may  have  been   a  mere  flourish,  ut-  benefit.     It  will  at   once    commend 

tcrcd  without  reflection ;  but,  what-  itself  to  the  influential  class   which 

ever   it    meant,    the   remark    grated  Is  conversant  with  the  requirements 

upon    the    feelings    of   an    assembly  and    interests    of    the  militia,  which 

already   alarmed  by    the   revival   of  force   will,    under    the  proposed  ar- 

tteing  within  the  orl'ial tnion'My  ••!   the  present  Parliament,  il  wan  mere  waste  ot 

time  to  endeavour  lo  prove  stich  intention  from  the  words.     We   si  i  on  Id  have  been 

E  leased  to  see  this  more  itrone.lv  incited  on  in  answer  to  Sir  It.  Palmer  and  the 
,ord  advocate  in  ill-  Collier  delate.  Concerning  llie  Act  in  Hint  ease  evaded,  wo 
wrote  last  month ;  '  Hud  it  hecnan  old  hoc,  made  by  a  past  feneration,  wc  should 
hiiv  in,  I  no  oi  h,.|-  Kay  of  ey-Hiie:  nt  it-  intent  inn  hut  thfuic.'l,  its  Kurds.  Um  the 
present  House  of  (.'onimons  r-om.l-  Limnl-  the  Aet  of  lsTl  in  a  relation  in  which  it 
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rangement,  acquire    greater    promi-  tion  of  abolition  as  it  is  prudent  to 

nence  as  an  arm  of  defence,  and  en-  go,  or  as  the  country  will   endure, 

joy  opportunities  hitherto  unknown  We  want  the  aid    of    the    county 

to  it  of  becoming    efficient     It  is  powers  to   set  the  new  scheme  In 

some  drawback  to  this  good  fortune  operation.      It  would    therefore  be 

that  the  militia  barracks  and  depots  highly    injudicious    to    institute    a 

are  to  become  henceforth  the  pro-  change  which  would  destroy  their 

pcrty  of  the  State,  instead  of  being  special  interest  in  the  general  mea- 

county    property ;    because,    if    the  sure,  and  might  not,  after  all,  be  an 

militia  regiments  bo  no  better  cared  improvement. 

for  in  regard  to  barracks  than  the  The  acquisition  of  proper  excrcis- 
regular  forces,  they  will  be  likely  ing-grounds  in  the  vicinity  of  each 
hereafter  to  cast  many  a  regretful  military  centre,  will  be  an  invalua- 
thought  back  on  the  benches  of  ble  help  towards  making  the  troops 
magistrates  in  the  county  towns  when  efficient  Indeed,  the  want  of  such 
they  experience  the  clipping  and  accessories  has  hitherto,  at  many 
procastination  and  indifference  of  stations,  been  a  harassing  bar  to 
the  War  Office  in  matters  concern-  the  endeavours  of  zealous  command- 
ing which  they  used  to  obtain  every  ing  officers.  The  propriety,  there- 
consideration  from  their  county  fore,  of  making  sucn  a  provision  as 
justices.  No  provision  probably  can  this,  does  not  require  to  be  proved, 
be  made  against  this.  The  Govern-  It  only  seems  a  good  fortune  De- 
ment docs  not,  of  course,  intend  that  yond  belief  that  Government  are 
tho  militia  shall  suffer  by  the  ex-  willing  to  ask  the  money  for  it. 
change ;  only  one  cannot  help  seeing  It  will  now  be  for  the  militia,  its 
that  the  next  time  a  Government  disabilities  being  thus  removed,  to 
desires  to  recommend  itself  by  being  show  that  it  can  become  an  effective 
cheap,  regulars  and  militia  will  suffer  force,  able  in  these  days  of  scienti- 
al ike.  If  so,  those  who  know  how  fie  warfare  to  contribute  cconomi- 
the  Army  have  suffered  in  this  re-  cally  to  tho  defence  of  tho  king- 
spect  must  have  many  misgivings  dom. 

for  the  militia.  This,  however,  To  glance  next  at  what  is  pro- 
points  to  a  possible  grievance  rather  posed  to  be  done  for  the  regular 
than  to  a  defect  in  the  proposed  forces,  the  greatest  point  of  all  is 
organisation;  and  the  approxima-  the  expansive  power  which  they 
tion  of  the  militia  to  the  regular  will  obtain  if  tho  formation  of  re- 
forces  is  unquestionably  desirable  if  serves  should  be  successfully  carried 
wo  are  to  have  a  militia  at  all  Mr.  out,  and  the  reserves  should  be 
Holms,  as  no  doubt  our  readers  have  found  to  answer  their  intention, 
observed,  in  his  speech  in  Commit-  To  have  a  sufficiency  of  trained  sol- 
tee  on  the  4th  of  March,  advocated  diers  ready  on  the  country's  sudden 
the  abolition  of  the  militia  as  an  call  to  take  their  places  in  the  ranks, 
obsolete  force,  and  would  have  aug-  while  they  are  inexpensive  as  long 
mented  the  reserves  of  the  regular  as  unemployed,  means  tho  reduction 
Army  instead.  Some  day,  perhaps,  of  the  question  of  defence  to  its 
his  plan  will  come  into  operation  very  simplest  form.  We  have  every 
(for  there  is  nothing  wild  or  mis-  wish  that  it  should  be  tried,  and 
chievous  in  the  idea  that  the  whole  tried  with  such  goodwill  that  no- 
of  our  forces  should  consist  of  regu-  thing  be  wanting  which  can  contri- 
lar  soldiers  and  reserves) ;  but  for  bute  to  its  success.  At  the  same 
the  present  it  would  seem  that  we  time  wo  must  jealously  guard  against 
nre  going  quite  as  far  in  the  direc-  a  fatal  danger  which  may  lie  hid 
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under  this  promising  design— the  on  (he  Continent,  and  thnt  is  proof 
danger,  that  is,  of  having,  iifter  fill,  sufficient  of  its  soundness,  Wfl  reply 
only  paper  reserves,  which  in  tho  that  n  system  which  may  ho  well 
day  of  necessity  will  not  answer  our  adapted  for  Continental  nations, 
expectations.  "We  must  he  quite  may  not  be  so  well  suited  for  Eng- 
certain  that  the  men  who,  hoping  land.  In  this  country  it  would  be 
that  their  military  career  is  over  exceedingly  difficult  (o  compel  the 
when  they  cense  to  serve  wit!)  the  reserve  men  to  fulfil  their  obliga- 
colours,  pass  to  civil  life  and  begin  tions,  if  there  were  among  them  any- 
to  take  root,  will  willingly  return  to  thing  liko  a  disposition  to  evade 
active  service  in  time  of  need.  In  them.  And  it  is  certain  thai  in  this 
case  of  invasion,  where  the  danger  country  influences  might  he  brought 
would  come  Immediatdy  home  to  to  bear  on  the  soldiers  which  could 
every  soul,  there  can  bo  little  doubt  by  no  possibility  be  used  abroad, 
that  the  reserve  would  stand  to  its  Wu  know  that  there  are  in  every 
arms  without  pressure  ;  but  the  town  men  who,  in  the  cause  of 
question  is,  Mow  will  it  be  when  the  peace,  and  in  the  belief  that  they 
alarm  may  be  in  India,  or  in  some  are  performing  a  higher  duty  than 
distant  colony,  or  when  the  quarrel  that  which  they  owe  to  their  coun- 
ruay  he  one  in  which  Great  liritain  try,  will  even  try  to  seduce  a  soldier 
may  not  lie  directly,  or  in  the  first  from  his  profession.  Such  persons 
degree,  interested,  as  tho  Crimean  can  effect  but  little  in  misguiding 
war  ?  And  on  the  practical  answer  men  who  are  with  the  colours  ;  but 
depends  whether  tho  scheme  has  it  may  be  far  otherwise  with  those 
any  value  or  not  It  is  evident  that  who  have  returned  to  civil  life,  and 
in  case  of  the  reserves  not  being  who  may  be  only  too  well  inclined 
available  to  the  full  extent  supposed,  to  listen  to  arguments  against  going 
we  shall  have  been  leaning  on  a  to  war.  Not  much  more  than  a 
rotten  staff,  and  be  really  in  worse  year  ago  we  were  compelled  to  ani- 
plight  than  if  we  had  had  no  belief  imidvert  on  the  conduct  of  persons 
in  our  strength.  It  is  evident,  too,  who  exhorted  tho  working  classes 
that  by  pointing  to  the  numbers  not  to  fight,  if  we  should  go  to  war, 
which  may  have  passed  into  the  as  was  then  probable,  unless  certain 
reserve,  a  Minister,  except  when  we  political  demands  should  be  con- 
arc  in  presence  of  hostilities,  may  ceded.*  Would  such  persons  hesi- 
ahviiys  answer  liie  objections  of  any  fate  to  tamper  with  the  reserves  't 
who  may  doubt  the  reality  of  our  The  advantages  which  regiments 
strength.  He  will  think  it  suffi-  arc  likely  to  derive  from  being  con- 
cienl  to  state  the  number  of  trained  stantly  quartered  in,  and  mainly 
men  whom  he  can  call  from  his  vast  recruited  from,  a  given  district  of 
reserves,  which,  after  all,  will  not  the  kingdom,  must  be  easily  com- 
reassure  those  who  will  still  ask  in  prehended.  For  years  past  tho  rank 
Hotspur's  words — "  But  will  thov  and  file  of  the  Army  has  suffered 
Come  when  you  do  call  for  them  ?  great  moral  wrong.  In  garrison 
It  is  therefore  of  tho  first  import-  towns  and  in  country  districts  it 
anoo  that  we  should  be  at  all  times  has  been  but  too  much  regarded 
assured  of  the  readiness  of  the  re-  as  a  collection  of  fivi-ieim,  good 
serves  to  turn  out  at  the  shortest  enough  as  food  for  powder,  but  al- 
notico.  If  it  bo  said  that  this  sys-  together  without  the  pale,  of  what 
tern  of   reserves  answers  admirably  are  called  decent  people — licentious, 

■Blackwood's  Magazine  tor  December  1870,  Art.   "  Thought*  suggested  by  Hie  War." 
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thriftless,  a  necessary  evil.  Many  paragemcnt,  be  compared  morally 
a  humble  family  has  considered  it-  with  any  industrial  civilians  recruit- 
self  disgraced  by  one  of  its  young  ed  from  the  same  classes  as  them- 
men  enlisting,  or  by  one  of  its  selves;  while  in  the  peculiarity- of 
young  women  marrying  a  soldier,  having  been  subjected  to  discipline, 
No  doubt  such  opinions  have  oper-  they  possess  a  decided  advantage 
atcd  powerfully  in  deterring  men  over  those  civilians.  Yet  the  old 
from  enlisting  ;  indeed  we  find  it  stigma  still  sticks  to  them,  because, 
stated  in  the  recent  Report  of  the  as  wo  have  said,  they  are  mostly 
Inspector-General  of  Recruiting,  that  strangers  where  they  sojourn ;  and 
young  men  have  to  be  sought  the  inhabitants  of  those  places, 
for  and  persuaded  to  enlist,  and  never  through  intimacy  becoming 
that  they  do  not,  of  their  own  mo-  acquainted  with  their  real  charac- 
tion,  offer  to  join  the  Army.  This  ters,  believe  them  to  bo  the  same  as 
undoubtedly  results,  in  some  degree,  the  traditional  reprobates  who  have 
from  the  injurious  opinion  enter-  in  reality  long  since  passed  away, 
tained  of  the  military  profession  The  privileges  and  emoluments  of 
among  the  classes  from  which  tho  the  soldier  are  also  habitually  mis- 
rank  and  file  are  obtained.  Now  understood,  and  believed  to  be  still 
it  is  simply  because  the  soldier  is,  such  as  they  were  in  time  past,  from 
as  a  rule,  a  stranger  in  the  place  tho  same  cause — namely,  from  the 
where  ho  may  be  quartered,  that  civil  population  being  but  very  lit- 
this  erroneous  and  injurious  opinion  tie  acquainted  with  the  soldier — 
of  him  is  held  by  tho  people.  Once  from  their  shunning  him,  in  fact. 
— a  very  long  time  ago — that  opin-  Now  the  system  of  localising  regi- 
ion  was  deserved  ;  indeed  it  was  ments  must  tend  to  make  the  civil 
held  by  some  legislators  that  the  population  and  the  military  ao 
soldicr  ought  to  be  an  outcast.  And  quainted,  and  must,  if  what  we 
even  so  late  as  1840,  a  historian  of  have  said  above  of  the  soldier's  im- 
grcat  repute  could  describe  the  re-  proved  moral  character  be  correct, 
cruits  as  drawn  from  "  the  lowest  tend  to  raise  his  profession  in  their 
ranks  of  society,  chiefly  from  tho  estimation.  Soldiers  are  therefore 
inhabitants  of  great  towns,  and  often  likely  to  benefit  immensely  by  the 
inveigled  into  the  service  in  a  change  of  system.  It  is  thought, 
moment  of  intoxication,  or  induced  too,  by  some  persons,  that  under 
to  enter  it  to  escape  from  crcdi-  the  new  plan,  voluntary  unsolicited 
tors."*  enlistment  may  be  of  common  oe- 
But  the  idea  of  what  a  soldier  currence ;  nay,  that  a  cockade  may 
should  be,  and  the  soldier  himself,  be  sought  for  with  as  much  pains 
have  greatly  changed  since  the  da}'s  and  avidity  as  a  commission.  But 
when  these  things  were  said.  Great  we  cannot  help  thinking  those  who 
efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  entertain  this  hope  over-sanguine, 
respectable  young  men  for  recruits,  The  Report,  already  quoted  above,  of 
and  to  educate  and  elevate  all  who  the  Inspector-General  of  Recruiting, 
enlist.  The  rank  and  file  of  the  gives  ground  for  no  such  hope. t  The 
army  may  now,  without  fear  of  dis-  service,   as  it  now    stands,   cannot 


*  Alison's  History  of  Europe  from  1815,  vii.  250. 

t  "  In  the  course  of  the  year  it  was  couxideivd  desirable  to  ascertain  if  the  requisite 
number  of  voung  men  could  be  procured  without  any  recruiting,  agents,  dimply  by 
opening  registry  office.*  throughout  the  country. 

"  The  question  wus  referred  to  and  answered*  by  all  officers  employed  in  the  Recruit- 
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compete  with  tho  various   civil    em-  and  soon  disappearing  mysteriously 

ployments,  and  a  better   rcmunera-  as  it  came.     All  that   will  he  gone, 

tion    is    necessary   to   make   young  The  regiment  will    be  an  institution 

men  elect  it.     This  fact  frequently  as  much   as  tho  burial   club  or  the 

got  forth  iii  our  pages   may  now  be  Kechnbite  Society:  its  members  will 

learned  from    the    concluding    para-  be    known     to    have    fathers     and 

graph    of    the    Inspector  -  General's  mothers  like  ordinary  mortals:    they 

Report,  which  is  as  follows : —  will  be  seen  to  prosper  and  to  suffer, 
to  know  hopes  anil  fears  in  common 

"However,  the  advantage  of  an  cfB-  with  all  humanity:  their  little  histo- 

eient   Regular   Army,    combined    with  a  ^a*   will    be    familiar   to   tho   whole 

relinhle  Kcmtv..   F--.T    \-~  -.  pr-M    that  vid[,ity.        Thev   must    ceai50    to   be 

aHV   fllllliT    MM   l!.r!!|i'!T    In    hiiIi-I     lliilt    Et  -                 J                  .     J.                  .           .            -_ 

m,v  be-  f.„ind  evn,tn;,Uv   „,,,wrv   t.,  heroes  oxeepl  when  returning  from 

u'raiit,  will  W  wr!ll":-tD  "■>.'(]  j... war  jB  tins  the  wars.     That,   however,   is   mere 

important  ohject  to  be  attained."  matter   of  sentiment   and   fciVlf,  and 
need   not    be    seriously    considered. 

In     thus    arguing,    however,    wo  There  is,   though,   another  probable 

must  not  omit  to  mention  a  prospec-  consequence  of  localising  regiments 

live  boon  now  ofl'ered  to  tho  soldier;  which  lias  been  too  much  obscured 

that  is,  the  preference  which  he,  if  by  the    evident    advantages   of   the 

discharged    with   a    good    character,  scheme.       It     has    been    a    imurini 

will    obtain  from    the    Civil    Service  hitherto,    Unit  in   order  to  preserve 

Commissioners,  when   appointments  discipline,   and  to   keep  the   soldier 

shall    be   made    to    clerkships    and  untainted  by  political  animosities  or 

other     civil     employments.        This,  by    party    feelings  of    any  kind,  he 

when    understood,    will    of     course  should    he   frequently   moved    from 

operate    favourably    on    recruiting;  place  to  place,  and  prevented  from 

but  much  more  will  be  required  tie-  feeling    himself   to  be  part    of   tho 

fore  the  service  can  be  sought  after,  local    population.       That    safeguard 

If  the  soldier,  under  the  new  ar-  has  been  or  will  bo  abandoned,  and 

rangoment,  be  certain  to  gain  in  re-  we  have  not  heard  by  what  means 

puliation,    he    is    equally  certain    to  it  is  proposed    thai   the  uneducated 

lose  in  that  prestige  which  has  been  soldier  shall  bo  kept   the  unfailing, 

creative    of    military    romance.       A  unreasoning    servant    of    the    State 

regiment  composed  of  natives  of  tho  when    all    his  kith  and  kin  may  be 

district  where  it  has  been  for  years,  violently    excited    by   some    passing 

and  from  whoso  ranks  many  of  tho  cause.     It  may  be  possible  to  instil 

ciders    of    the    neighbourhood   have  into    him    a  sense    of  duty  superior 

subsided  into   tradesmen  or  rustics,  to    all    private    inclination ;     but    it 

can   never    in    quiet   times    produce  must   at   least    be  admitted   that  in 

tho   same  sensation,  or  he  regarded  his    new  and    comparatively  settled 

with    the    same    admiration,    as    tho  condition     his     obedience     may    be 

corps  of  strangers   marching   into  a  sorely    tried.      We    know  how,   not 

town    no    one    knew   from    whence,  very  long    ago,    a   parcel  of    stupid 

tng  Department..     These  officers  have  iu  n 

lioud  u(  llieir  posts  the  proposed  measure  « 

cocci!  hy  any  pci'iiniiiry  interests,  ;is  I  hey  wmilil  mil  have  limn  aflcrtert  by  Iho  change. 
In lifnj;  their  ri  purl.-.,  (I icy  show  that  every  niiui  ■iH'eriiiir  to  enlist  lias  done  so  or 
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volunteers  insisted  upon  taking  part,  is  a  pleasant  and  a  politic  fiction 
with  their  uniforms  on  their  backs,  that  the  Mutiny  Act  and  the  power 
in  a  political  demonstration.  When  of  the  Horse  Guards  are  the  real 
troops  of  the  line  come  to  be  subject  controlling  forces  of  the  army.  But 
to  the  same  local  influences  as  vol-  let  any  man  reflect  upon  the  issue 
untecrs,  how  will  they  be  prevented  of  any  question  of  discipline  that 
from  conceiving  that  they  have  the  has  once  got  beyond  regimental 
same  rights  and  duties  as  other  bounds — that  is,  that  has  been  re- 
citizens,  or  from  attempting  to  dis-  ferrcd  to  what  is  called  higher 
tinguish  between  their  military  and  authority,  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
their  civil  duties?  It  is  certain,  mander-in-Ghief  and  of  the  War 
moreover,  that  the  unity  of  the  mili-  Minister.  Has  not  discipline  in 
tary  class  will  suffer  largcty  by  the  such  cases  invariably  suffered  ?  And 
localisation  of  its  constituents.  Re-  yet  within  regiments  discipline  has 
giments  will  know  and  care  as  little  been  maintained  by  the  personal  in- 
about  each  other  as  regiments  of  fluence,  as  we  hold,  of  the  officers, 
militia  do  now.  There  is  danger  of  Officers  of  the  influential  class  will 
tone  disappearing  from  the  service  disappear  now  under  the  system 
at  large,  and  of  the  military  view  of  which  Mr.  Card  well  vaunted  at  Ox- 
a  particular  question  in  Rent  being  ford  as  calculated  to  introduce  offi- 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  military  cers  from  all  classes  into  the  ser- 
view  in  Lancashire.  These  things  vice.  Personal  influence  is  likely 
arc  brought  forward  in  no  spirit  of  to  be  an  exceptional  force  hence- 
contradiction.  They  are  points  in-  forth ;  and  therefore  it  is  more  than 
volving  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  ever  necessary,  this  aid  to  discipline 
and  the  wcllbeing  of  the  whole  being  withdrawn,  to  diminish  by 
community ;  and  they  ought  not  to  every  possible  means  the  soldier's 
be  lost  sight  of  amid  the  enthusiasm  inducements  to  indiscipline.  We 
which  may  bo  aroused  by  a  capti-  confess  we  do  not  see  how  this  is  to 
vating  and  in  many  respects  benefi-  be  done ;  but  we  may  fairly  call 
cial  plan.  On  the  contrary,  they  upon  the  authors  of  the  reformed 
should  receive  the  very  closest  and  system  to  say  how  they  propose  to 
most  anxious  attention  while  we  maintain  the  control  over  the  sol- 
arc  devising  such  a  radical  change  dier's  feelings  and  acts  requisite  to 
in  organisation  and  distribution,  make  him  an  unfailing  support  of 
This  attention  is  rendered  more  order  and  reliable  agent  of  the  com- 
necessary  by  the  weakening  of  dis-  monwealth.  We  do  not  at  all  mean 
ciplinc  likely  to  result  from  the  that  they  cannot  give  a  good  answer 
abolition  of  purchase.  We  have  to  this  demand ;  but  we  do  mean  to 
repeatedly  pointed  out  how,  under  say  that  the  demand  ought  to  receive 
the  old  system,  the  personal  influ-  an  answer  before  any  sweeping 
once  of  the  officers  mainly  operated  change  is  permitted.* 
in  the  preservation  of  discipline.     It  So  considerable  a  change  as  has 


*  We  have  observed  with  surprise  that,  while  there  liavc  been  discussions  and 
suggestions  in  plenty  about  recruiting,  drilling,  brigading,  and  quartering,  bo  little 
has  been  said  about  the  great  essential,  discipline.  The  ]>opular  idea  would  seem  to 
he  that  this  is  a  property  inherent  in  troops  as  the  yellow  colour  in  gold,  and  that 
the  fear  of  its  disappearing  need  not  affect  us.  True'it  is  that  hitherto  the  obedience 
and  loyalty  of  our  anny  have  been  perfect  and  conspicuous ;  but  they  arc  not  inal- 
ienable Qualities — they  arc  ends  which  have  proceeded  from  adequate  means.  80  far 
is  discipline  from  being  a  matter  of  course,  that  it  is  simply  marvellous,  when  the 
Englishman's  hatred  of  compulsion  or  control  is  considered,  how  we  have  maintained 
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been  promised  cannot,  of  course,  be  to  the  cry  which  they  raised  con- 
made  without  great  expense.  To  ccrning  military  expenditure, 
the  expense  we  slmll  certainly  riot  We  will  not  pretend  to  overlook 
object,  provide]  the  design  he  hon-  the  plea  that  the  large  expenditure 
estly  curried  out.  We  will  simply  will  he  required  'luring  the  time  of 
remark  in  passing,  that  one  of  the  transition  only,  and  that  it  is  sure 
cries  on  which  .Mr.  Gladstone1!  Gov-  to  result  in  very  groat  economy 
ernment  obtained  a  Parliamentary  hereafter.  If  the  new  plan  had  no- 
majority  at  Inst  general  election  wns  thing  better  than  this  promise  to 
excessive  Army  expenditure.  That  recommend  it,  we  should  not  have 
Government  is  now  about  to  eatab-  had  a  word  to  say  in  its  favour, 
lish  an  expenditure  greater  than  we  Let  any  roan  think  of  the  increased 
have  ever  before  furnished  for  tho  pay  foreshadowed  by  the  Inspector- 
Army  in  time  of  peace.  Mr.  Card-  Genera]  '"if  Ui!<Tiiitini_\  of  the  expenses 
well,  it  is  true,  has  produced  printed  of  redeeming  officers'  commissions, 
estimates  showing  a  loss  expendi-  of  the  largely-increased  sum  which 
hire  than  that  of  last  year;  hut  he  must  ere  long  bo  paid  to  enable 
at  the  same  time  proposes  to  in-  officers  to  retire,  of  tho  cost  of 
crease  the  national  debt  by  three  maintenance  of  tho  many  new  bar- 
millions  and  a- half!!  This  is  a  racks  which  we  are  to  acquire  at 
strange  way  of  saving.  Wo  look  in  an  expense  of  8]  millions,  and  then 
vain  in  the  said  estimates  for  tho  decide  whether  a  material  reduction 
charges  for  the  increased  Shift',  the  of  cost  can  be  reasonably  hoped 
movement  of  troops,  and  the  re-  for.  We  expect  nothing  of  the 
arrangement  of  commands,  which  tho  kind,  and  say,  as  we  have  often  bo- 
new  system  will  entail.  Heretofore  fore  said,  that  cheap  Army  elneiency 
it  has  been  understood  that  the  is  mere  cant.  Aro  not  Ministers,  to 
printed  Army  estimate!  for  the  year  their  own  confusion,  confirming  by 
contained  an  account  of  all  the  ex-  their  demands  of  this  year  the  truth 
pen scs  which  Parliament  was  to  be  of  our  repeated  assertions?  Tho 
asked  to  vote  on  account  of  the  heavy  expenses  entailed  by  thecheap 
Army  in  that  year.  Mr.  Cardwell's  fTlllHlllHliI  is  already  upon  us; 
estimates  for  1  >>7'2-T-' do  not  contain  the  promised  saving  is  still  in  tho 
such  an  account.  They  exhibit  a  clouds.  For  all  that,  we  do  not 
saving  which  bo  does  not  intend  to  quarrel  with  them  because  they  can- 
make,  add  the  estimate  seems  to  not  make  a  useful  Army  without 
have  been  prepared  by  tho  process  the  necessary  expense ;  but  because 
popularly  known  as  "cooking."  they  raised  a  cry  against  another 
However,  as  we  know  very  well  Government  which  they  accused  of 
that  our  Army  cannot  bo  brought  excessive  expenditure,  while  now 
into,  nor  kept  in,  a  proper  condition  by  their  estimates  they  acknowledge 
without  money,  wo  shall  be  very  a  still  greater  expenditure  to  be 
glad  to  accept  a  good  measure  nt  necessary  to  efficiency. 
Sir.  Cardwell's  hands,  and  to  pay  Besides  tho  abstract  character  of 
the  cost  of  iL  It  will  ho  for  Min-  the  Army  scheme,  tho  time  choBCn 
isters  to  settle  with  Parliament  as  for  effecting  it  deserves  to  he  care- 
to  tho  omissions  from  the  estimates,  fully  considered.  We  aro  not  yet 
and  with  their  own   consciences   as  clear  of  the  misunderstanding  with 


fclnill  ruaUc  ilisi-ii'lini'  uiir  ilr.-l  cu-liU'i-uUmi,  iii-ti.mil  o!  pnsl  |»niin^  it  lout  I  the  others. 
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America,  which,  although  at  present  which  was  signal,  as  it  may  be  hoped 
it  promises  to  be  a  peaceful  dispute,  that  Dissenting  assurance  has  re- 
yet  may  at  any  time  assume  a  more  ceived  a  check  which  will  cause  it 
unpleasant  aspect.  Is  it  wise  to  to  refrain  for  the  present  from  a 
commence  a  process  of  radical  Army  more  open  attack  upon  the  Estab- 
reform  while  such  a  dispute  remains  lished  Church.  That  the  blow,  though 
unsettled?  Some  member  of  the  aimed  at  the  schools,  was  intend- 
House  of  Commons  quoted  lately  a  ed  to  strike  the  Church  through 
saying  of  Mr.  Abraham  Lincoln,  to  the  sides  of  the  schools,  there 
the  effect  that  it  is  unwise  to  "  swop  can  be  no  doubt.  The  prospect  of 
horses "  when  crossing  a  ford.  It  is  ordained  clergymen  having  oppor- 
so  certainly ;  and  we  might  possibly  tunities  of  instructing  the  ignorant 
wait  till  we  are  over  the  ford  to  neglected  children  of  poor  and 
carry  out  our  reform,  maturing  and  callous  parents,  was  so  revolting 
perfecting  the  plan  while  we  are  that  these  humane  Dissenters  would 
crossing.  prefer  to  let  the  ignorance  with  its 

The  great  addition,  sanctioned  for  attendant  evils  continue,  rather  than 
the  artillery,  though  it  docs  not  that  the  ministry  of  the  hated  Church 
belong  to  this  year's  changes,  is  should  be  the  means  of  enlighten- 
nevertheless  a  thing  to  note  in  con-  ing  it.  These  may  be  Liberal  en- 
nection  with  them.  When  carried  deavours,  and  strictly  in  accordance 
into  effect  (for  neither  men  nor  with  modern  Liberalism  ;  but  (to  bor- 
horscs  have  yet  been  nearly  made  row  a  form  of  expression  from  "  She 
up  to  the  complement),  this  will  add  Stoops  to  Conquer")  they  look  very 
materially  to  our  defensive  power,  like  old-fashioned  intolerance  of  the 
Each  battery,  too,  will  henceforth  very  narrowest  and  most  inhuman 
have  its  full  number  of  officers  with  kind.*  We  are  by  no  means  sorry  that 
the  guns  ;  that  is  to  say,  battery-  the  attack  was  made,  as  it  sufficed  to 
officers,  who  may  bo  selected  for  show  the  character  of  the  objections 
Staff  or  £>/a«i-niilitary  appointments  which  Nonconformists  make  against 
will  be  at  once  replaced  instead  of  the  Act,  and  the  impossibility  of 
leaving  blanks,  as  was  the  custom,  supporting  these  objections  before 
Without  a  proportionate  augment*-  an  assembly  that  would  require 
tion  of  this  arm,  the  increase  and  sound,  dispassionate  argument,  and 
brigading  of  cavalry  and  infantry  not  the  outpouring  of  sectarian  envy, 
would  have  been  to  little  purpose.  It  brought  out  also  the  fact,  that  in 
There  remains  a  great  deal  to  be  the  secular  education  of  the  people 
done  in  providing  warlike  and  com-  the  Established  Church  of  England 
missariat  stores  and  store-houses,  is  nobly  doing  its  duty,  and  is  by 
Indeed,  all  the  improvement  has  many  degrees  in  advance  of  any 
yet  to  be  made.  It  is  the  plan  other  body  whatever  which  under- 
alone  that  is  before  us  ;  but  we  must  takes  to  give  instruction.  If,  there- 
hope  that  it  will  bo  honestly  tried,  fore,  the  education  of  the  people  be 
and  not  damaged  in  public  opinion  of  the  importance  which  all  parties 
by  parsimonious  working.  say  that  it  is,  we  hardly  see  how  any 

The     Dissenters'    attack    on    the  can  escape  the  conclusion  that  the 

Education  Act  failed,  as  we  foresaw  Establishment  is  in  this  respect,  if 

that  it  would.     The  country   is  to  in  no  other,  a  national  blessing, 

bo    congratulated    on     this   failure,  One  may  fairly   ask,    if  the  Dis- 


"  "  Hauix'astle  (<untle). — This  may  be  modern  modesty,  but  I  never  saw  anything 
ok  bo  like  old-fashioned  impudence." — Act  ii.  sc.  1. 
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centers'  case  is  so  weak— if  their  seems  to  be  the  pet  study  of  Slinis- 
argumems  arc  such  only  as  cannot  ters  at  jiresent  If,  inslen.il  of  pro- 
plainly  he  presented  to  the  House  IIHIlHllijj  in  the  old  humdrum  way, 
of  Commons,  although  they  are  ex-  Mr.  pteon  bad  devised  some  cun- 
ceedinglv  palatable  in  coiiycnticles  ning  method,  supported  by  gossamer 
and  on  sectarian  platforms ;  if  tho  argument,  for  evading  the  Education 
attack  on  (he  Education  Act  means,  Act  altogether,  perhaps  he  might 
in  plain  language,  nothing  more  have  succeeded  in  spite  of  l'arlia- 
than  an  attempt  to  obstruct  the  vise-  merit  and  people. 
ful  labours  of  the  Church  of  Eng-  Amid  all  the  interesting  topics 
land  in  order  that  Nonconformists  with  ivhicb  the  Ministry  has  to 
may  not  be  mortified  by  the  know-  deal,  there  comes  up  a  fact  of  great 
ledge  of  her  success  in  this  good  significance  us  regards  their  pros- 
cause,  how  could  any  sensible  man  pects,  although  it  may  not  have  an 
imagine  that  tho  attempt  to  alter  immediate  effect  Mr.  Bright,  for- 
the  law  would  prosper  ?  The  an-  merly  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
swer  is  as  ready  as  a  borrower's  cap.  may  be  said  now  to  be  in  opposi- 
The  Dissenters  (■minted,  not  on  the  tion.  The  genuineness  of  a  letter 
force  of  their  arguments,  but  on  the  which  htely  appeared  in  the  'Times,' 
weak,  time-serving  policy  of  the  purporting  to  lie  from  him,  has  not 
Government,  to  make  their  attack  been  disputed.  We  may  therefore 
good.  They  knew  how  far  Ministers  assume  that,  as  Mr.  Bright  cannot 
will  go  to  catch  or  retain  votes,  give  his  confidence  to  any  Govorn- 
They  saw  how,  not  so  long  ago,  the  ment  which  cannot  get  the  work 
Established  Church  in  Ireland  was  of  the  country  done  for  less  than 
extinguished  to  gratify  a  feeling  in  £70,1)00,000  ft-year,  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Roman  Catholics  exactly  similar  to  Government  will  no  longer  enjoy 
that  which  is  now  gnawing  the  his  support  Now,  none  of  us  can 
hearts  of  the  Dissenters.  To  re-  hnre  forgotten  that  of  the  patch- 
move  a  sentimental  grievance  from  work  majority  which  sustained  Mr. 
a  portion  of  the  community,  dises-  Gladstone  in  18(19  Mr.  Bright  led 
tablishn  .1  i)i  in  ii|  di-i'.'i'idiisviimeiit  were  the  largest  section.  Indeed,  Mr. 
ruthlessly  resorted  to.  Why  not,  Bright  might  be  said  to  represent 
then,  chock  or  put  a  stop  to  the  in-  tho  real  power  of  the  Administration 
struction  of  the  people,  in  order  that  much  more  correctly  than  any  other 
no  Nonconformist  supporter  of  tho  Minister ;  and  had  he  not  been  in- 
Government  may  be  pained  by  the  dueed  to  join  (lie  Culiiiict,  it  may 
reflection  that  the  Church  has  been  have  been  that  the  Gladstone  Gov- 
afforded  a  good  opportunity,  and  ernment  could  never  have  eom- 
that  it  is  oipial  lo.  ami  isusiug.it?  monccd  business  at  all.  The  illness 
The  question  is  a  fair  one,  but  it  of  Mr.  bright,  hnving  forced  him  to 
would  have  been  well  to  recollect  retire  from  office,  the  Government 
that  the  Irish  experiment  did  not  has  been  obliged  to  make  tho  best 
succeed  so  well  as  to  induce  Parlia-  figure  that  it  eould  without  his 
ment  to  listen  to  any  more  senti-  assistance.  And,  plainly,  their 
mental  grievances  ;  also  that  Mr.  heavy  estimates  of  this  year  are 
Gladstone's  power  over  the  I.ogisla-  a  consequence  of  tho  cat  being 
ture  is  not  what  it  was.  It  might  away.  Now  if,  in  addition  to  its 
have  occurred  to  the  Nonconform-  other  troubles,  the  Ministry  has  to 
ists,  too,  that  it  is  not  the  constitu-  encounter  the  opposition  of  Mr. 
tional  alteration  of  laws,  but  the  Bright  and  his  followers,  it  would 
specious    violation   of    them,    which  seem  to  be  in  a  parlous  way.     The 
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time  has  come — a  time  long  foreseen  and  may  resume  business  in  his  old 
by  many — when  it  is  necessary  to  line.  He  can  thrive  without  the 
choose  between  openly  neglecting  Government :  it  is  another  question, 
the  defence  and  service  of  the  nation  how  can  the  Government  exist  with 
and  running  counter  to  Mr.  Bright  Mr.  Bright — the  man  "whose  voice," 
Happily  for  us,  the  temporising  Gov-  as  Mr.  Gladstone  said,  "  the  House 
eminent  has  chosen,  as  might  have  loves  to  hear " — in  opposition  ? 
been  expected,  to  avoid  the  danger  Another  fact,  not  without  its  sig- 
which  more  immediately  impended,  nificancc,  is  the  invitation  of  the 
but  in  so  doing  it  has  prepared  a  towns  of  Lancashire  to  Mr.  Disraeli 
bed  of  thorns  for  itself.*  The  misery  The  action  of  Lancashire  at  the  last 
of  such  a  bed  will  be  a  most  right-  general  election  surprised  a  great 
eous  punishment  for  the  specious  many  people,  and  there  are  think- 
lure  of  efficiency  with  economy  with  ing  men  who  to  this  day  believe 
which  the  nation  was  amused.  Mr.  that  some  abnormal  influence,  some 
Bright  is,  no  doubt,  clear  and  con-  spirit  of  contradiction,  possessed  the 
sistent  in  his  views,  and  in  that  re-  cotton  district,  which,  by  a  fancied 
spect  far  superior  to  the  Ministry,  prescription,  must,  as  a  rule,  be  out- 
which  appears  to  have  no  definite  rageously  Radical.  A  little  reflection 
policy  at  all,  except  a  determination  on  what  has  been  going  on  in  other 
to  keep  in  place  as  long  as  it  can.  parts  of  England  since  tho  beginning 
But  ho  mu»t  have  found  himself  of  18G9  may  perhaps  result  in  some 
very  unpleasantly  shackled  by  tho  comprehension  of  Lancashire's  seetn- 
requirements  of  office.  Having  to  ing  caprice.  What  tho  Lancashire 
speak  by  the  book,  instead  of  dealing  towns  did  at  the  general  election, 
out  vague,  random,  and  wholesale  almost  every  town  that  got  the  op- 
assertions,  must  have  been  extremely  portunity  has  done  since.  Wo  may 
irksome.  Now  he  is  free  again  to  infer,  therefore,  that  they  were  only 
make  sweeping  charges  against  a  little  quicker  in  finding  out  the 
whole  classes  of  tho  community,  and  hollowncss  of  the  promises  of  the 
to  insist  upon  the  action  of  Govern-  Gladstone  Administration,  and  that 
ment  being  bounded  by  arbitrary  they  took  the  lead  in  a  reaction 
lines.     Either  Mr.  Bright  which    is    now    becoming    generaL 

n*.    **.      »».  _*  In    fact    the    manufacturing    and 

"  Most  have  liberty  .     i  .     n  ,   ..  *  .1      «  .°* 

Withal,  as  largo  a  charter  as  tho  wind,"  working  population  of  the  kingdom, 

led  by  that  of  the  duchy,  begins  to 

or  his  influence  on  the  people  dwin-  perceive  that,  except  in  fair  words, 

dies  away    to    nothing.     Accuracy,  it  is  never   likely  to  get  anything 

the  test  of  facts  and  figures,  respon-  from   a  soi-dimnt  Liberal    Govern* 

sibility  for  blustering  and  injurious  ment.     It  is  beginning  to  think  for 

denunciations,  are  incompatible  with  itself  instead  of  accepting  facts  and 

success  as  a  demagogue.     It  must  inferences  from  the  mouths  of  agi- 

bc,  therefore,  matter  of  satisfaction  tators,  and  allowing  itself  to  be  used 

to  himself  that  Mr.  Bright  has  shaken  as  a  mere  tool.     It  believes  that  it 

himself  loose  from  his  late  slippery  will  get  more  consideration,   if  less 

colleagues.     He  is  clear  of  most  of  flattery,  from   a  Conservative   than 

the  recent  blunders  and  scandals,  from    a    Radical    Government      It 


*  When  writing  last  month  we  accepted  the  Army  estimate*  oh  a  true  index  of  what 
the  expenditure  of  the  War  Department  was  to  be,  and  were  under  the  impression 
that  Mr.  Hrlght'n  spirit  still  controlled  the  Administration.  It  has  since  appeared 
that  the  wiving  shown  in  the  Army  estimates  b  more  than  counterbalanced  by  expenses 
for  the  Army  which  do  not  apj>ear  there. 
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remembers  that  Lord  Derby's  Re-  If  this  unseaworthy  vessel  was 
form  Act  enfranchised  it,  and  gave  sent  from  homo  to  cross  the  Indian 
it  the  means  which  it  now  possesses  Ocean,  or  rather  to  perish  there,  for 
of  making  its  grievances  and  its  some  reason  other  than  for  the  saving 
wants  known  ;  and  it  clearly  intends  of  expanse,  what  Mi  thatreason  ?  If 
to  have  no  more  dealings  with  those  no  other  reason  can  be  shown,  then, 
who  treat  it  to  such  profusion  of  spite  of  the  attempted  whitewashing 
words,  while  in  act  they  give  no-  of  the  Cmmnission.  Parliament  will, 
thing.  The  public  demonstration  it  is  to  be  hoped  fasten  the  blame 
which  is  to  take  place  in  Pomona  of  the  whole  catastrophe  where  it  is 
Gardens,  Manchester,  will  it  is  to  deserved— namely,  on  the  Govcrn- 
be  hoped,  make  the  whole  country  ment.  The  (Commission,  we  must 
aware  that  a  gmd  change  has  come  remember,  was  mimed  by  Ministers 
over  the  industrial  classes,  and  that  themselves,  and  was  not  likely  to 
the  Conservative  working-man,  in-  consist  of  men  who  would  take  an 
stead  of  being  a  myth,  as  some  timid  unfavourable  view  of  a  Ministerial 
Liberals  try  to  persuade  themselves  act ;  though  this  we  say  without  the 
that  he  is.  is  a  very  considerable  slightest  insinuation  that  the  Com- 
and  a  very  determined  power  in  the  mission,  or  any  member  of  it,  would 
State,  likely  to  carry  the  elections  subscribe  an  opinion  of  whieh  they 
in  most  of  the  large  towns,  and  to  were  or  he  was  not  thoroughly  con- 
give  a  tone  to  legislation  for  some  vinced.  But  every  man  knows  that, 
time  to  come.  if  under  accusation,  he  would  like  to 
It  is  with  regret  that  we  learn  name  the  judge  and  jury;  and  the 
that  the  report  of  the  Megiera  Com-  most  honourable  of  men  may  have 
mission  will  net  bo  discussed  in  the  this  wish,  though  desiring  to  name 
House  of  Commons  until  after  we  only  men  of  unimpeachable  integrity, 
shall  have  gone  to  press.  No  doubt  Again,  as  to  saddling  the  Controller 
the  imputations  and  apportionment  anda  string  of  minor  officials  with  the 
of  blame  therein  made  will  be  nar-  responsibility,  it  is  very  well  known 
rowly  criticised  by  a  House  fully  that  subordinates  in  Government 
alive  to  the  importance  of  render-  Departments,  though  they  may  not 
ing  such  scandals  unlikely  to  occur  receive  express  and  distinct  orders 
again  for  some  time  to  come.  In  on  every  ease,  are  expected  to  deal 
particular  we  trust  that  the  para-  with  every  case  in  the  spirit  of  the 
graph — which  appears  to  have  turn-  Government.  If,  therefore,  the  Go- 
bled  into  the  Report  by  some  acci-  vernment  be  so  parsimonious  that 
dent — absolving  the  economical  subordinates  know  the  proposal  of 
Government  from  nil  blame  in  this  just  and  liberal  measures  to  be  cer- 
mattcr,  will  be  straitly  challenged,  tain  to  fail  of  any  good  effect,  while 
The  Commission  was  required  to  likely  to  bring  disfavour  on  the 
report  upon  the  causes  that  led  to  proposers,  they  can  hardly  be  blam- 
the  shameful  occurrence:  but  they  ed  for  making  the  best  shifts  pos- 
itive thought  it  necessary  to  report  Bible  under  the  circumstances.  The 
on  one  cause  which  did  not  lead  to  blame  really  should  rest  on  those 
it— namely,  false  economy.  Why  who  have  put  proper  action  out  of 
didn't  they   say  that  the  loss  of  the  the  question. 

ship    was    not    due    to    the    cattle  It    would    be    pleasant    if,   after 

plague,  or   the   Purchase  system,  or  glancing   at   so   many  shortcomings 

to  Mr.  Gladstone  (so fond  of  refining)  on  the  part  of  our  rulers,   we  were 

having  rubbed  down  the  iron  plates  able   to   say   something   consolatory 

to  the  thickness  of  an  egg-shell!!  touching   the  matter   which,   before 
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all  others,  is  occupying  tho  national  to  propose  a  fresh  one,  we  have  to 

mind.     But  alas !  lapse  of  time  does  put  our    decision  and    proposal  in 

not  make  tho  blunders  of  the  Amo-  such  a  way  as  may  bo  most  likely 

rican  Treaty  appear  more  tolerable  to  procure*  tho  assent  of  the  United 

than   they  did  at  first     We  have  States.      Secondly,  we  have  to  de- 

the  relief  of  knowing  that  they  will  termine  who,  in  this  grave  conjunc- 

not  lead  to  immediate  war ;  but  be-  turc,  shall  be  allowed  to  treat  with 

yond  this  our  position  remains  as  the  States  on  the    part    of    Great 

untoward  and  humiliating  as  ever  it  Britain.     Shall  we  run  the  risk  of 

was  thought  to   be.       The  utmost  being  pisky-led  again?    or  shall  we 

hope  that  we  hear  expressed  is,  that  choose  guides  not  likely  to  exhaust 

Mr.  Gladstone's  notable  efforts  may  our  strength,  and,  what  is  worse,  to 

be  pronounced  a  failure,  and  that  fray  our  honour  by  imbecile  action  ? 

the  country,  with  all  tho  disadvan-  In  plain  words,  dare  we  trust  Mr. 

tages  of  this  bungling  adhering  to  Gladstone's  Government  to  pursue 

it,  may  commence  again  to  make  a  this  matter  any  further?     Thirdly, 

new  Treaty.      Tho  £10,000  which  supposing  it  to  bo  thought  cxpedi- 

the  former  negotiations  were  to  cost  ent  to  allow  the  Gladstone  Ministry, 

us  may  be  looked  upon  as  worse  under  close  surveillance,  to  conduct 

than  wasted ;   and  our  further  at-  tho  negotiations,  a  choice  must  be 

tempts  must  bo  made  with  all  the  made  of  commissioners  to  represent 

drawbacks  experienced  by   a  com-  us  at  "Washington,  or  wherever  fup- 

mander  who  is  forced  to  fight  at  the  ther  sittings  may  be  appointed  to 

head  of  recently -beaten  troops.     Wo  take  place. 

are  in  the  condition  of  an  unfortun-  With  regard  to  the  first  point, 
ate  west-countryman  who  has  been  there  appears  to  be  reasonable  ground 
pixie-led,  or,  as  they  call  it  in  Corn-  for  hoping  that,  if  skilfully  ap- 
wall,  pisky-led — that  is  to  say,  who,  preached,  tho  United  States'  Gov- 
having  started  from  a  given  point  eminent  may  consent  to  the  abroga- 
at  even  with  the  intention  of  pro-  tion  of  the  Treaty.  The  great  body 
ceeding  to  another  point  not  far  dis-  of  the  American  people  has  not  ro- 
tant,  is  led  about  and  exercised  all  ceived  our  remonstrance  ungracious- 
night  by  elves,  and  at  daybreak  ly.  A  few  well-known  brawlers 
finds  himself,  weary  and  footsore,  at  and  blusterers  liavc  of  course  deliv- 
tho  point  whence  he  set  out  Great  ercd  themselves  of  their  "  prave 
Britain  has  not  often  been  made  to  'orts ;"  but  wo  are  bound  to  ac« 
cut  such  a  ridiculous  figure  before  knowledge  the  liberal  spirit  in  which 
the  worM,  and  it  is  to  be  cordially  our  objections  have,  been  received, 
wished  that  the  piskies  who  have  Although  the  withdrawal  of  claims 
led  us  this  dance  may  get  a  retribu-  for  constructive  damages  has  been 
tion  which  will  cause  them  to  re-  refused,  yet  we  have  the  satisfaction 
member  their  diversion  with  any-  of  finding  in  the  American  press 
thing  but  satisfaction.  Until  after  and  people  many  who  condemn 
EasU-r,  we  presume,  Parliament  will  altogether  the  claims  for  indirect 
not  come  to  a  decision  as  to  how  damages,  and  very  many  more  who, 
the  vexatious  dilliculty  shall  be  though  still  standing  to  the  claims, 
dealt  with  ;  for  there  arc  a  grout  meet  us  with  fair  and  conciliatory 
many  momentous  matters  in  con-  arguments.  In  a  word,  there  does 
nection  with  it  which  require  to  be  not  appear  to  be  any  general  wish 
most  carefully  considered.  First,  in  America  that  the  negotiations  so 
supposing  there  is  no  choico  but  to  inauspiciously  begun  should  not  end 
withdraw  from  the  recent  Treaty  and  in  a  settlement  of  our  long  dispute ; 


1872.]  The  Minhtcis,  the  Parliament,  mid  the  Country.  DID 

only  there  is  a  refusal  ftl  admit  that  But  we  bare  to  decide  whether 
claims  deliberately  and  publicly  ad-  further  correspondence  under  this 
vanced  are  inconsistent  with  the  head  ean,  after  what  has  occurred, 
terms  of  the  Treaty,  or  that  they  be  with  advantage  conducted  by  her 
can  be  abandoned.  Americans  nuiy  Majesty's  present  advisers.  The 
therefore  listen  ti>  our  pica,  that  tl'ie  next  Treaty,  if  it  be  agreed  that 
Treaty  does  not  secure  to  us  the  con-  another  shall  be  made,  must  be  final 
ditions  which  we  were  made  to  be-  and  binding,  ft  hehoves  us,  therc- 
lieve  that  it  secured,  and  that,  as  fore,  to  see  that  we  hare  a  Cabinet 
now  worded,  it  does  not  even  ex-  not  of  Utopian  dreamers,  but  of 
press  what  our  Commissioners  in-  calm,  clear-b ended,  firm  statesmen, 
tended,  if  indeed  the  poor  creatures  able  to  say  plainly  what  they  eon- 
were  conscious  of  any  intention  be-  tend  for,  and  to  insist  that  the  Treaty, 
yond  the  drawing  up  of  a  paper  if  made  at  all,  shall  secure  to  us 
which  they  could  induce  the  .\ineri-  what,  we  require.  It  is  too  much  to 
can  Commissioners  to  sign.  Should  ho|>e  that  Mr.  Gladstone  and  his 
the  Americans  do  this,  and,  as  a  Cabinet  can  transact  so  weighty  a 
consequence  of  each  natinn  ditlering  business  without  again  blumhTing, 
from  the  other  in  interpretation  of  and  this  time  their  blunders  would 
the  Treaty,  allow  the  whole  agree-  be  irretrievable.  To  give  us,  there- 
in ent  to  be  annulled  and  another  to  fore,  the  best  possible  chance  of 
be  framed,  tiion  it  is  highly  pro-  making  an  equal  contract,  we  should 
bablo  that  the  second  attempt  may  displace  those  servants  of  the  Crown 
be  successful.  We  must  not,  of  who  have  been  already  tried  and 
course,  conceal  from  ourselves  that  found  wanting,  and  commit  our 
there  are  many  courses  open  to  work  to  a  new  set  of  heads  and 
America,  by  pursuing  which  she  hands.  The  Gladstone  Cabinet  has 
might  wound  our  honour  and  disas-  earned  its  dismissal.  It  has  brought 
Irously  embitter  the  whole  conlen-  the  country  into  n  most  unfortun- 
tion.  Of  these  the  most  to  be  de-  ate  twndHuc — ■  condition  of  war  it 
predated  is  one  that  has  been  threat-  might  have  been  ;  and  whatever  may 
ened  by  a  portion  of  the  Trrui-alhn-  lie  the  final  issue  of  the  controversy, 
tic  press — namely,  to  lay  the  claims  the  shameful  luiimiliiMWllUHl  of  the 
as  they  now  stand  before  the  arbi-  case  on  our  side  should  entail  due 
trators,  leaving  it  to  Great  Britain  punishment.  The  question  of  which 
to  come  into  court  or  not  as  she  may  Mr.  BiMuiMj  has  given  notice,  and 
choose.  In  case,  then,  of  the  indi-  which  is  in  facta  proposal  to  take 
rect  claims  being  approved  by  the  the  power  nf  deciding  in  this  matter 
court,  we  might  be  accused  of  rcfus-  out  of  tin:  hands  of  M  misters,  seems 
ing  to  fulfil  an  agreement  solemnly  to  point  to  a  change  of  Government, 
entered  into  if  we  should  decline  (as  The  Cabinet  probably  will  not  sub- 
we  certainly  should)  to  pay  theenor-  mit  to  be  controlled  by  Parliament 
mous  damages.  But  as  this  would  in  making  a  Treaty,  and  will  resist 
be  simply  to  bring  about  a  most  the  attempt  to  control  it,  which 
vindictive  war,  it  is  to  bo  hoped  will  give  the  House  of  Commons 
that  neither  it  nor  any  similar  the  opportunity  of  expressing  its 
method  of  fixing  u  sunn  on  ui  may  opinion,  and  of  placing  Ministers  in 
bo  attempted,  but  that  the  whole  %  minority. 

matter  may  again  lie  opened  to  dis-         We  learn,  as  wo  are  about  to  go 

cussion,  in  the  hope   that  a  Treaty  to  press,  that  Mr.  Disraeli   purposes 

precise    and    worthy    of    statesmen  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  of 

may  be  the  result.  Commons  to  our  relations  with  the 
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Government  of  the  United  States  of  the  country  *is  to  be  left  until  the 
America  after  Easter.  It  seems  high  end  of  next  month,  when  the  date 
time  for  Parliament  to  look  into  the  for  putting  in  the  counter-claim  will 
matter ;  for,  as  the1  Times' calculates,  have  passed.  It  is  very  well  to 
our  opportunity  for  sending  in  a  talk  of  the  utmost  caution ;  but 
counter -case  will  have  passed  by  have  Ministers  in  their  hurry  been 
before  we  can  reasonably  expect  a  able  to  use  the  utmost  caution  f 
further  communication  from  Wash-  Again,  supposing  them  to  have  done 
ington.  Mr.  Gladstone's  Govern-  their  best,  are  •  they  able  to  manage 
ment  has  decided  on  sending  off  this  matter,  now  that  it  has  become 
another  note  on  its  own  responsibil-  more  complicated,  any  better  than 
ity,  and  without  taking  Parliament  they  could  at  first  ?  It  is  their  own 
into  confidence.  This  time,  how-  child ;  and  if  with  liberty  to  rear  it 
ever,  our  Government  is  as  rapid  as  they  would,  they  could  make  it 
as  in  sending  the  first  friendly  com-  only  a  show  and  a  disgrace,  how  will 
munication  it  was  dilatory.  What  they  reclaim  it  now  that  it  is  con* 
with  the  difficulties  of  printing  and  firmed  in  crossness  and  intractability? 
of  circulation,  it  was  impossible  to  This  rapid  lapse  of  time  allowed 
object  to  the  American  case  in  less  b}*  the  Treaty  greatly  increases  the 
than  a  month  from  the  receipt  of  perplexity  of  the  affair,  of  which  we 
it  Now,  when  perhaps  it  is  de-  may  truly  say  that  the  longer  we 
sired  to  run  faster  than  Parliament  look  at  it,  the  less  we  like  it  This 
can  follow,  a  week  is  quite  suffi-  is  an  ugly  souvenir  of  the  end  of 
cient  for  framing  a  rejoinder.  1868,  when  so  many  members  were 
This  second  note  cannot  by  possi-  sent  to  Parliament,  charged  to  vote 
bility  be  of  less  moment  than  the  for  Mr.  Gladstone.  This  is  Mr. 
first;  on  tho  contrary,  the  corres-  Gladstone's  voluntary  work, 
pondence,  as  it  does  not  draw  to  a  As  to  the  third  point,  the  Corn- 
settlement,  must  become  more  and  missioncrs  who  shall  bo  employed, 
more  important  with  every  despatch,  if  fortunately  the  opportunity  of 
And  wo  must  say  that  this  feverish  framing  a  new  Treaty  should  be 
ardour  to  write  without  interference,  afforded  us,  the  country  seems  quite 
and  therefore  to  write  in  haste,  to  have  determined  that  the  late 
does  by  no  means  relieve  us  from  Commissioners  shall  not  be  allowed 
an  anxiety  which  is  evidently  shared  to  jeopardise  our  relations  with 
by  the  ( Times,'  whose  leader  of  America  again.  The  language  used 
lyth  March  has  these  words: — u  We  in  Parliament  on  tho  first  two  days 
can  have  no  objection  to  the  intro-  of  the  session,  and  that  of  the  greet 
duction  into  our  reply  of  any  argu-  body  of  the  press  ever  since  the 
ments  which  may  appear  likely  to  American  claims  were  made  known, 
prevent  the  Treaty  from  lapsing,  would  seem  to  put  this  beyond  ft 
provided  only  that  our  Ministers  doubt  We  do  not  know  of  any 
do  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  misled  plea  on  which  tho  employment  of 
by  their  natural  desire  to  prevent  them  a  second  time  could  be  con- 
such  a  failure.  It  is  so  very  easy  tended  for.  The  obstinacy  of  Mr. 
to  pass  from  our  present  unsatis-  Gladstone  may,  of  course,  insist 
factory  position  into  one  still  worse,  that  they  shall  bo  re  -  employed, 
that  we  may  bo  pardoned  for  insist-  because  it  was  his  will  and  pleasure 
ing  on  tho  utmost  caution  in  every  to  appoint  them  in  the  first  in- 
fresh  step  that  may  be  taken/'  This  stance ;  but  the  country,  it  is  to  be 
is  the  pleasant  state  of  feeling  in  hoped,  will  find  means  of  resisting 
which,  if  Ministers  have  their  way,  his  will  this  time.     More  unprofit- 
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• 
able  servants  it  would  be  impossible    tunity.     Though  she  has  not   used 
to  find.  this  opportunity  to  the  greatest  ad- 

Thc  statement  of  the  "Washington    vantage   possible,    yet   she   has    so 
correspondent  of     the  4  New  York    used  it  as  to  show  that  she  can  rise 
Herald,'  to  the  effect  that  the  Ame-    superior  to  base  suspicions  and  iin- 
rican     Cabinet    purposely    loitered    putations,  and  that  she  knows  how 
over  their  reply   to  the    "friendly    to  treat  the  arguments  of  an  oppo- 
communication,"  in  order  that  pub-    nent  with  decency    and    courtesy. 
lie    excitement    in    England    might    Before  such  a  change  in  policy  could 
have  time  to  subside,  contains  good    have  been  manifested,  a  very  great 
ground  for    hope    of   a  greatly-im-    social  change  must  have  taken  place, 
proved  understanding  between   the    A  refining  and  elevating  process  is 
two  countries.      Whether  the  state-    certainly  in  operation,  and  the  glim- 
ment    be    true  or    false,  the  mere    mer  of  reciprocal  good  understand- 
writing    of    it   proves    an  immense    ing  which  comes  to   us  across  the 
advance    in    the    education    of    the    ocean  is  an  earnest  of  a  future  union 
American   mind.      The  idea  would    of    English  -  speaking      peoples  —  a 
appear    to    have    been     at    length    union    of     moment    to    the    whole 
received   even   by  the  believers    in    world.     The  claims  involved  in  this 
the   4Ncw  York  Herald/  that  dis-    dispute  arc   not  what  history    will 
putcs  with  England  are  matters  for    fasten    on   as   its    most   interesting 
attentive  and  dispassionate  conside-    feature.     This  first  articulation  of  a 
ration,  susceptible  of  rational  solu-    sober  national  mind  in  America  is 
tions  without  damage  to  either  side    what  posterity  will  regard  as  the 
— not  pretexts  for  maddening  the    memorable  part  of  the  occurrence, 
people  with  rage,  and  blinding  them        We  lay   down   our    pen    without 
to  every  perception  save  of  the  hate-    the   least   disposition   or  the    least 
fulness  and  arrogance  of  the  English,    cause,  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  to  modify 
The    l  New    York    Herald,'   or    our    the  opinion  which  we  have  so  often 
memory  deceives   us,  tried   the  old    expressed  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  incora- 
alcoholic  treatment  at  the  beginning    petency  in  action  and  of  his  coming 
of   the   difference,  and  found   it  in-    unpopularity.     No  savage  attack  of 
operative.     There  has  never  been  a    opposition,  no  conspiracy,  no  stroke 
dispute  of  such  magnitude  between    of  fate  is  required  to  convince   the 
the  nations  which  was  discussed  in    people   that  he  is   a  failure :   it  is 
such    a   calm   judicial   spirit.      The    simply  necessary  that  they   should 
mind  of  a   solid-thinking  public  is    observe  and  know  him.     Other  men 
at  last  apparent  in  the  States,  over-    have  been  remarkable  for  building 
ruling  the  clamour  of  rowdies,  stump    up  reputations  ;  but  it  is  Mr.  Glad- 
orators,  Jefferson  Bricks,  and  Major    stone's    distinction    that,   having    a 
Chowders,  and  insisting  upon  such    reputation  ready-made,  ho  has  been 
a  treatment  of  public  affairs  as  befits    assiduous  in  his  endeavours  for  the 
a    dignified   people.      Let    but  this    destruction  of  it     To  bo  a  scholar 
control  continue,  as  we  doubt  not  it    and  apt   speaker,  as   we   of    course 
will,  and  America  will  not  be  long    allow  Mr.  Gladstone  to  be,  is  a  very 
in   discovering  wherein  lay  the   ob-    different  thing  from  being  a  capable 
stacle    to    a    proper    understanding    statesman.  When  a  great  opportunity 
throughout  the  long  period  of  envy,    occurs,  like  this  American  complica- 
hatrcd,  malice,  and  all  uncharitable-    tion,  he  makes  the  very  worst  of  it ; 
ness.      We    said    last    month   that    but  when  fortune  throws  no  stum- 
A  merica     had    an    enviable    oppor-    bling-block  in  his  way  he  will  seek 
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for  one,  pat  it  across  his  path,  and  little  protection  besides  the  silver 

trip  himself  up  out  of  very  wanton-  streak  of  sea.  Nay,  did  not  Mr.  Gladr 

ness.    He  is  hko  a  Dutch  toy  with  stono  on  the  first  night  of  this  session 

the  weight  at  the  wrong  end  :    set  rise  to  the  grandeur  of  talking  about 

him  which  way  you  will  he  is  seen  our  traditions  and  of  not  submitting 

presently  with  his  heels  in  the  air.  at   the  point  of    death,  reminding 

The  people  accepted  him  for  his  in-  one  of  that  attitude  of  Mr.  Pickwick 

exhaustible  talking  power,  his  pro-  which    the   bystanders    confidently 

fuse    professions,    and    his  solemn,  supposed  to  be  a  posture  of  defence  t 

imposing  mien ;   all  which   seemed  These  things  show  that  there  is  no 

to  give  promise  that  he  would  prove  fixed  policy  in  Mr.  Gladstone ;  that 

wise  in  council,  discreet  in  design,  he  docs  not  impress,  but  is  impressed 

and  resolute  in  act    But  ho  docs  not  by,    others.     All  this    is    becoming 

allow  a  week  to  pass  without  to  some  more    manifest    every    day.      For- 

cxtent  disabusing  the  public  mind  and  tunately  f  or  us  the  Premier  makes 

exposing  his  shallowness.    As  long  little  attempt  to  conceal  his  defects, 

as  Mr.  Bright  was  in  the  Cabinet  that  but  insists  upon    being  considered 

gentleman's  will  evidently  prevailed,  infallible  in  spite  of  them.    There 

and    parsimony  and  peace  at  any  is  not  the  least  hope  that  he  will 

price  were  the  rules :  now  that  Mr.  "  tak  a   thocht  an'  men';"  on   the 

Bright  has  departed,  some  new  in-  contrary,  he  is  more    likely    to  go 

fiuence  domineers  over    Mr.   Glad-  on  digging  his  political  grave  with 

stone's    convictions,  and    we    have  his  own  hands,   and     making    the 

heavy  estimates,   and  an  admission  country  regret  that  it  ever  trusted 

that  Happy  England  may  require  a  him. 
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FRENCH    HOME    LIFE. 

NO.    VL — LANGUAGE. 

If  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  pray.  Those  three  acts  constitute 
convoked  in  a  universal  pUbucite  the  test — they  indicate  the  old  habit, 
in  order  to  determine  by  their  vote  the  inconscient  choice — they  betray 
what  is  the  most  inveterate  habit  the  origin,  or,  at  all  events,  the  land 
they  each  possess,  the  probabilities  of  education,  of  the  speaker.  We 
arc  that  the  verdict  of  the  majority  may  acquire  other  idioms  than  our 
would  not  be  in  favour  of  tobacco,  own  with  such  completeness  that  we 
or  of  a  particular  shape  of  clothes,  think  in  them  when  we  are  using 
or  of  certain  sorts  of  food,  or  even  of  them  with  other  persons,  but  directly 
going  to  bed;  but  that  the  inhabi-  we  get  into  a  passion,  directly  we 
tants  of  the  four  continents  and  are  alone  with  our  conscience  or 
Australasia  would  pretty  well  agree  with  figures,  we  relapse  into  the  one 
that  the  custom  of  their  mother  dialect  which  is  essentially  our  own, 
tongue  is  deeper  rooted  than  any  and  thereby  indicate  the  source  of 
other.  It  is  true  that  native  Ian-  our  early  teaching.  Preferences 
guages  may  be  utterly  forgotten ;  but,  based  upon  comparison,  if  we  were 
in  that  case,  they  are  replaced  by  free  to  exercise  them,  might  lead  us 
some  other  dialect  of  which  the  use  to  use  other  tongues  for  these  three 
becomes  as  absolute  as  if  it  were  the  acts ;  but  there  is  something  in  us 
original  form  of  speech.  And  even  which  stifles  choice,— we  obey  our 
in  the  exceptional  cases  where  seve-  early  habit*  even  though  we  recog- 
ral  tongues  are  spoken  with  almost  nise  that  our  thought  would  find 
equal  skill,  there  is  always  one  of  better  expression  in  other  words, 
them  which  is  unconsciously  prefer-  An  influence  so  subtle,  so  con- 
red,  which  forms  the  adopted  chan-  stant,  and  so  overpowering,  can 
nel  of  thought ; — there  is  always  one  scarcely  exist  within  and  around  us 
in  which,  though  perhaps  scarcely  without  affecting  something  more  . 
knowing  it,  wo  count,   swear,  and  than  the  mere  words  we  use;    it 
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must  surely  exercise  some  action  on  tually  employ.  Every  one  believes 
our  character  as  well.  The  form  in  that  there  is  analogy  between  tho 
which  our  ideas  are  habitually  couch-  character  of  his  nation  and  of  its 
cd,  must  react,  in  some  degree,  on  language,  that  the  former  originally 
the  ideas  themselves,  so  that  national  formed  the  latter,  and  that  the  one 
differences  of  language  may  possibly  may  in  some  degree  bo  tested  by 
be  admitted  as  one  of  the  indirect  the  other ;  but  we  are  scarcely  ready 
causes  of  the  differences  of  national  yet  to  own,  that  possibly  the  rela- 
character.  This  fact,  however,  if  tion  between  cause  and  effect  is  be- 
fact  it  be,  is  essentially  modern  in  coming  introverted,  and  that  lan- 
its  origin  and  its  result ;  so  long  as  guage  is  beginning  to  fashion  us  as 
languages  were  in  process  of  forma-  it  was  once  fashioned  by  our  fore- 
tion  the  movement  was,  of  course,  fathers. 

the  other  way  ;  character  then  direct-  And  yet,  if  wo  take  the  subject  in 
ed  idiom  and  gave  it  life  and  shape :  its  largest  aspect ;  if  we  consider  the 
it  is  only  since  each  race  has  ac-  influence  of  language,  not  only  in 
quired  a  definitely  completed  form  literature  and  art,  but  in  politics 
of  speech,  in  which  the  education  of  and  history  as  well ;  if  we  acknow- 
its  members  is  conducted,  that  the  ledge,  as  we  can  scarcely  fail  to  do, 
reaction  which  is  here  suggested  can  that  u  language  offers  tho  surest 
have  grown  into  existence;  it  is  means  of  permanent  domination;" 
only  since  dialects  have  attained  if  we  look  at  Russia  forcibly  sup- 
thcir  actual  state  of  relative  perfec-  pressing  the  old  idiom  of  Poland,  at 
tion  that  they  have  been  able  to  re-  Prussia  already  hunting  French  out 
coil  upon  their  makers,  and  to  aid  in  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine ;  if  we  own 
guiding  the  attitude  of  their  thoughts,  that  u  great  writers  are  true  con- 
The  consequences  of  such  a  move-  querors," — we  shall  end  by  recognis- 
meiit  (if  really  it  is  at  work)  must  ing  that  the  fate  of  nations  may  be 
necessarily  be  most  felt  by  popula-  influenced  by  the  language  which 
tions  which  til  Ik  abundantly,  for  its  they  speak  ;  and  having  reached 
power  can  only  spring  from  use  and  that  conviction,  we  shall  find  it 
can  only  augment  by  use.  As  somewhat  easier  to  detect  the  less 
the  French  are  probably  the  great-  visible  and  often  purely  individual 
est  talkers  in  the  universe,  it  is  on  effect  which  the  custom  of  our  daily 
them,  therefore,  that  the  suggested  talk  may  work  out  in  each  of  us. 
recoil  should  be  producing  its  most  AY  hen  Jean  Jacques  Rousseau  said, 
marked  effects.  If  this  theory  be  "  The  tongues  of  the  south  are  the 
true,  the  French  are  no  longer  really  daughters  of  joy,  but  necessity  be- 
masters  of  their  language;  on  tho  got  the  tongues  of  the  north"  he 
contrary,  their  language  is  tending  established  a  distinction  widen  we 
to  become  their  master,  not  mate-  are  half  inclined  to  admit  by  sym- 
rially — but  morally,  not  in  the  forms  pathy,  fantastic  and  exaggerated 
of  phrase  they  use,  but  in  a  partial  though  it  be,  and  which  may  pro- 
and  hitherto  unrecognised  subser-  voke  in  some  of  us  the  instinctive 
vience  of  their  thinking  to  those  sentiment  that  such  wide  difference 
forms.  The  effect,  however,  is  diffi-  of  origin  must  have  ended  by  pro- 
cult  to  seize,  and  still  more  difficult  ducing  forms  of  speech  of  so  differ- 
to  trace  throughout  its  course,  its  ing  a  character  that  they  can  scarcely 
reality  would  generally  be  denied  ;  fail  to  work  different  effects  on  those 
for  people  would  not  like  to  own  who  habitually  employ  them.  Their 
that  their  intelligence  is  somewhat  influence,  thus  far  at  ail  events,  is 
at  the  mercy  of  the  words  they  habi-  vague ;  but  as  wo  have  what  seem 
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to  be  examples  of  it  before  onr  eyes,  Meanwhile  it  adds  fresh  interest  to 
we  may  perhaps  confess  that  the  the  study  nf  moili-in  languages,  and 
power  of  expressing  courtesy  in  renders  it  more  than  ever  useful  to 
graceful  words  disposes  men  to  examine  their  points  of  difference, 
courtesy ;  that  the  creation  of  ah-  French  oifers  a  particularly  easy 
stract  expressions  inclines  their  field  of  inquiry  for  English"  people, 
owners  to  goon  <'m ploying  t!n>ni  in  partly  because  most  of  us  know 
dreamy  speculations;  that  strange  something  about  it,  and  still  more 
neologisms  may  give  birth  toa  spe-  because  its  character  is  sufficiently 
ml  literature.  The  French,  tho  distinct  from  that  of  our  own  tongue 
Germans,  and  th*  Americans  appear  to  render  its  peculiarities  more  strik- 
to  illustrate  thesi'  three  suggestions,  ing  to  us  from  contrast, 
and  to  indicate  that  they  may  not  The  real  attraction  of  the  subject 
be  altogether  false.  does  not  lie,  however,  in  the  divcr- 
The  admission  of  such  a  prin-  genccs  of  grammatical  construction 
ciple,  in  however  restricted  a  degree  which  separate  the  two  languages; 
gives  new  value  to  language  in  its  that  part  of  the  question  was  ex- 
application  to  hone  life.  If  talking  baoBM  fottg am;  and  furthermore, 
really  be  a  cause,  and  not  simply  an  it  sheds  but  little  light  on  the  con- 
effect,  it  is  indoors  that  it  must  dition  of  the  French  people,  as  evi- 
nccessnrily  do  must  work,  for  there  denced  by  their  talk.  The  signs  of 
it  is  in  constant  use.  particularly  national  character  come  out  far  more 
amongst  a  nation  nl  chatterers  like  clearly  in  trifling  details  of  couver- 
the  French.  It  is*  there  that  intiuii-  sation  with  which  grammar  has 
mate  locutions  assume  their  fullest  nothing  to  do — in  habitual  phrases, 
force  and  enter  deepest  into  the  in  proverbs,  similes,  and  cxclama- 
composition  of  daily  exifltance;  it  is  tions,  in  local  sayings,  and  in  new 
there  that  the  familiarity  of  house-  words  which  accident  may  generate 
hold  words  constitutes  for  each  at  first,  hut  which  habit  adopts,  and 
family  customs  add  traditions  of  its  which  grow  into  use  because  they 
own;  it  is  there,  if  anywhere,  that  correspond  to  a  necessity.  Tho 
the  habitual  handling  of  an  adopted  eonjugalion  of  the  verbs,  for  in- 
phrasoology,  passed  onwards  from  stance,  which  establishes  so  vast  a 
tho  mother  to  the  child,  insensibly  demarcation  between  tho  Coiitincn- 
predisposes  towtuds  the  ways  of  tal  lan^u;i;_'es  anil  English,  does  not 
thinking  which  (hat  phraseology  import  to  French  any  peculiarity 
best  expresses.  The  man  who  told  of  its  own.  It  certainly  produces 
the  same  lie  so  often  that  he  finally  a  delicacy  of  shading  of  which  we 
believed  it  to  bo  truth,  was  but  an  have  no  notion  here  ;  but  that  is 
example  of  this  sort  of  action — fre-  no  monopoly  of  France- — a  dozen 
qucnt  repetition  of  the  same  words  other  countries  possess  it  too.  Such 
ended  by  convincing  him.  And  so  of  us  as  know  its  value  may  deplore 
it  doubtless  is  in  other  shapes  with  its  absence  in  our  own  case,  like 
the  whole  mass  of  our  daily  talk ;  that  of  declensions  in  our  nouns  ; 
we  do  not  sec  its  influence,  but  that  but  that  is  no  reason  for  regarding 
influence  is  incessant,  and  in  the  it  as  one  of  the  special  merits  which 
long-run  must  tell  upon  us  all.  are  inherently  proper  to  French. 
Specific  proofs  cannot  he  yet  ad-  The  insufficiency  of  expression,  the 
duced  in  support  of  this  probability,  want  of  the  fiuer  tones  and  colours, 
but  tho  arguments  in  its  favour  are  which  result  from  our  shabby  sys- 
not  altogether  illusory,  and  it  may  tern  of  auxiliary  verbs  are  evident 
some   day    grow    into    a    certainty,  enough;    but  that  is   a  shortcoming 
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peculiar  to  English :  while  the  far  it  may  be  a  hat,  or  a  coal,  or  night, 
more  graceful  and  perfect  modula-  or  a  negro.  It  is  true  that  thu 
tions  which  are  produced  by  directly  context  of  the  unfinished  speech 
varying  every  verb  in  tense  and  may  roughly  or  approximately  sug- 
person,  according  to  the  service  gest  what  species  of  substantive  wc 
needed  from  it,  belong  to  every  were  going  to  name ;  but  even  then 
nation  except  ourselves,  and  con-  there  is  room  for  abundant  doubt  as 
sequently  confer  no  isolated  privi-  to  the  particular  word  left  unex- 
lcgo  on  France.  But  French,  in  pressed.  It  is  useless  to  add  ex- 
common,  however,  to  a  great  degree,  amplcs,  for  all  would  bo  alike ;  this 
with  the  other  Latin  tongues,  pos-  one  suffices ;  and  if  it  be  considered 
sesses  an  immense  advantage  over  honestly,  without  preconceived  con- 
the  Northern  languages  in  another  victions,  it  ought  to  show  us  that 
point  of  grammar — it  puts  the  sub-  amongst  the  qualities  which  consti- 
stantive  before  the  adjective.  To  tute  effective  speaking,  in  strength, 
an  English  ear,  thoroughly  accus-  precision,  and  the  all-necessary  re- 
tained to  the  contrary  practice,  this  suit  of  impressing  the  attention  of 
does  not  at  first  seem  to  involve  our  auditors  with  the  thought  in 
any  kind  of  merit;  but  if  the  prin-  view,  the  designation  of  the  thing 
ciple  be  looked  at  closely,  without  spoken  of  before  its  attributes  are  do- 
prcjudice,  its  superiority  comes  fined  is  one  of  the  most  important 
clearly  into  light.  The  subject,  And  yet  those  strange,  inexpli- 
designated  by  the  substantive,  is  cable  caprices,  those  odd  exceptions, 
the  essential  basis  of  all  descriptive  which  exist  in  languages  as  in  all 
sentences;  the  qualification  of  the  else  round  us,  not  unfrequently  come 
subject— expressed  by  the  adjective  in  to  alter  the  position  of  the  adjec- 
cinployed—  is  but  subsidiary ;  it  tivc  in  French.  Here,  however, 
indicates  the  aspect,  the  character,  there  arc,  with  two  exceptions,  no 
the  nature,  but  not  the  thing  itself,  rules  to  guide  us,  unless  it  bo  in  a 
Surely,  then,  it  is  a  wiser,  truer,  few  special  cases  where  the  very 
more  effective  form  of  phrase  to  meaning  of  the  adjective  depends  on 
state  what  the  subject  is  before  we  the  place  it  occupies.  Vn,  homme 
assign  to  it  its  peculiarities.  The  bra  re  is  brave  in  the  English  sense 
French  do  this ;  we  do  not.  The  of  that  description  ;  vn  brave  horn- 
French  say  tin  eheval  iwir  ;  we  me  is  simply  a  good-natured  fellow  ; 
say  a  black  horse.  The  French  corresponding  differences  of  signifi- 
at  once  fix  our  attention  on  the  cation  result  from  the  substitution 
fact  that  it  is  a  horse,  and  nothing  of  honnCte  homme  for  homme  hon- 
but  a  horse,  that  they  are  talking  nete,  fan  me  growc  for  grtn**c  femme, 
of ;  while  wc  begin  by  mentioning  puurre  homme  for  homme  pauore, 
a  colour,  which  may  belong  to  any-  sage  femme  for  fern  me  aage.  In 
thing  whatever,  and  is  in  no  degree  these  cases,  and  in  one  or  two 
a  necessary  attribute  of  a  horse.  If  others  like  them,  dictionaries  and 
the  Frenchman  stops  after  having  grammars  may  guide  the  hesitating 
said  "  ehcrtil"  his  phrase  is  abso-  foreigner;  but  long  habit  alone  will 
lutely  complete  so  far  as  its  object  teach  him  that,  though  in  speaking 
is  concerned  ;  his  audience  can  make  of  a  black  horse  he  must  describe  it 
no  mistake  as  to  what  he  means  ;  as  un  rherul  non\  it  is  equally  obli- 
but  if  we  suspend  our  voice  after  gatory  to  say  vn  bean  eheral;  that 
saying  "black,"  our  listeners  aro  une  belle  rof>e  and  tun  robe  blanche, 
left  to  guess  what  black  thing  wc  vn  gros  litre  and  un  lie  re  amu*anty 
had  in  view ;  for  aught  they  know,  une  grande  femme  and  une  femme 
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aimable,  and  a  hundred  similarly  be  rather  bothered  if  the  inverse 
contradictory  locutions,  are  all  pure  question  were  submitted  to  him. 
French,  and  cannot  he  otherwise  Even  those  smart  school  children, 
conveyed.  These  cases  are.  however,  who  have  a  put  reply  in  hand  on 
limited  to  adjectives  expressive  of  three  hundred  subjects,  would 
beauty  or  dimension,  which  e.onsti-  doubtless  humiliate  their  teacher  by 
tute  the  two  exceptions  just  alluded  their  ignorance  if  a  curious  visitor 
to;  they  are  not  numerous  enough  bad  the  indiscretion  to  examine 
to  modify  tiie  rule:  and  though  it  them  upon  it.  If,  then,  the  French- 
has  become  a  sort  of  fashion  during  man  can  give  a  reason  for  the  form 
the  last  thirty  years  to  try  to  increase  of  phrase  which  he  employs,  while 
their  number,  though  affected  women  the  Englishman  cannot,  is  there  not 
in  particular  have  a  tendency  to  pile  in  this  simple  fact  an  argument  in 
up  adjective  before  they  pronounce  favour  of  the  Frenchman  ?  I'utting 
the  substantive,  the  instinct  of  the  theory  aside,  and  measuring  the 
nation  has  rejected  the  attempted  matter  solely  by  the  instinct  of 
innovation — the  people  feel  that  the  two  populations,  as  evidenced 
what  they  have  is  good,  and  will  by  their  capacity  or  incapacity  to 
not  change  it ;  and  though  pretty  solve  the  problem,  does  it  not  look 
lips  may  set  them  the  example  of  as  if  nature  and  com  in  on -sense  were 
exclaiming,  "quelle  charmante,  ad-  both  against  us  here ?  Ilcgardedas 
orable,  seduisante  creature!"  they  a  rule  of  art,  no  discussion  of  the 
refuse  to  follow  in  the  new  track,  French  system  seems  possible;  hut 
and  stubbornly  persist  in  aaying  as  the  mass  of  a  nation  know  nothing 
creature  first,  and  giving  its  merits  whatever  about  art,  and  are  guided 
afterwards.  Conceits  of  language  by  habit  alone,  it  is  a  good  mark  in 
do  not  take  root  in  France ;  indeed,  their  favour  to  discover  that  habit 
since  the  Directory  and  ita  "in-  can  be  supported  hy  explanation, 
croyables,"  scarcely  an  attempt  has  It  would  not,  however,  be  quite 
been  made  to  change  cither  phrase-  fair  to  assign  Ibis  faculty  of  e.vpla- 
ology  or  pronunciation.  Spelling  nation  solely  to  the  superior  merit 
has  undergone  tntiin:*  modifications,  of  the  French  form  of  construction 
new  words  have  been  introduced,  in  the  particular  case  before  us.  Our 
but  form  and  sound  have  remained  neighbours  enjoy  another  supcriori- 
virtually  unaltered,  notwithstanding  ty,  and  a  vastly  greater  one.  They 
the  attacks  of  time  and  fancy.  The  possess  and  feel  their  language,  as  a 
objection  to  placing  the  adjective  in  nation,  with  a  perfect ne-aU,  a  corn- 
front  is  necessarily  an  unconscious  pleteness,  and  a  handincss,  which 
one,  just  as  the  opposite  disposition  but  few  of  us  attain  with  English, 
ciists  unremarked  amongst  our-  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  assert  that, 
selves.  No  one  thinks  about  such  taking  us  as  a  whole,  wo  do  not 
points  at  all  until  attention  is  di-  know  how  to  speak.  We  are,  ro- 
rectcd  to  them;  hut  if  an  Inquisi-  la  lively,  a  silent  race  ;  conversation, 
tive  traveller  asks  a  Norman  or  a  even  in  the  educated  classes,  is  not 
Gascon  peasant  why  he  puts  the  regarded,  as  it  is  in  France,  as  a 
su'i  tantive  first,  he  will  be  told,  necessary  element  of  life;  our  chil- 
three  times  out  of  four,  with  a  co-  dren  are  not  brought  up  to  talk; 
pious  laugh,  as  if  the  fun  of  such  a  they  are  not  guided  by  their  mothers 
notion  were  enormous,  "How  can  to  choose  their  words  and  turn  their 
you  know  what  I  am  talking  phrases;  facility  of  expression  is 
about  if  1  don't  tell  you?"  An  not  considered  by  us  to  be  indis- 
English     labourer    would    probably  pcnsable;    many  of  us  are  content 
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to  hold  our  tongues ;  we  are  uncom-  gards  the  mere  roll  of  words,  talks 
municative  by  nature,  and  wc  make  well.  Whether  the  higher  classes, 
no  attempt  to  modify  that  disposi-  as  a  whole,  speak  better  than  they 
tion.  The  French,  on  the  contrary,  do  in  other  countries,  is  a  question 
wield  words  with  never-failing  ease,  difficult  to  decide,  for  the  answer  to 
Their  language  is  a  tool  to  which  ic  depends  almost  entirely  on  the 
they  are  so  accustomed,  that  they  accidents  of  experience,  and  on  per- 
can  turn  it  to  any  use ;  their  fluency  sonal  sympathies  and  likings.  One 
is  inexhaustible,  and  generally  they  witness  may  bo  all  for  France  and 
speak  with  grace  and  with  gram-  another  all  against  her,  each  follow- 
matical  exactness.  Special  cases  are  ing  the  bent  of  his  own  prejudices, 
excluded  on  both  sides  in  this  com-  each  guided  by  his  own  means  of 
pari  son ;  it  applies  solely  to  the  observation  and  by  his  power  of 
ordinary  talk  of  ordinary  people,  forming  an  opinion  on  such  a  sub* 
We  are  not  thinking  of  the  nature  Ject.  But,  without  going  into  this 
of  the  thoughts  expressed,  and  still  thorny  point,  it  may  be  advanced 
less  of  oratory  in  any  of  its  varied  as  a  generally-admitted  truth,  that 
forms.  Parliament,  trie  pulpit,  and  the  better  sort  of  Frenchwomen 
the  bar,  involve  unusual  study  and  speak  with  a  gaiety,  a  dash,  a  facility 
careful  preparation,  and  therefore  of  simile  and  contrast,  and  a  rcadi- 
lie  beyond  the  subject ;  outdoor  ness  of  d  propo$,  which  carry  their 
gossip  and  fireside  chatter  are  the  talking  very  near  to  what  we  under- 
true  tests  of  the  talking  powers  of  stand  by  brilliancy,  and  that  some 
a  people;  it  is  to  them  alone  that  of  them  reach  absolute  perfection, 
we  can  look  for  evidence.  And,  It  is  natural  that  it  should  bo  so; 
furthermore,  we  must  take  the  lower  for  where  the  constant  object  is  to* 
strata  into  our  account,  for  it  is  amuse  and  brighten,  the  means  must 
especially  amongst  the  most  un-  gradually  adapt  themselves  to  tho 
taught  that  the  national  tendency  end :  cause  and  result  become  some- 
will  come  out  with  tho  greatest  dis-  what  identical ;  the  speaker  talks  to 
tinctness.  Viewing  the  subject  in  laugh,  and  laughs  because  she  talks, 
this  broad  light,  it  seems  difficult  Is  not  this  a  cheery  and  an  envi- 
tliat  there  can  be  two  opinions  on  able  attribute  V  Is  it  likely  that  the 
it  France  is  palpably  brimful  of  character  of  a  people  can  remain 
people  who  scarcely  ever  leave  off  permanently  unaffected  by  such  in- 
talking,  and  who,  by  mere  force  of  fluences,  or  that  the  brightness,  the 
exercise,  if  not  by  innate  skill,  ac-  inxousi«nr<\  and  perhaps  even  the 
quire  a  dexterity  and  facility  of  frivolity  of  French  nature,  are  not 
wording  which  no  other  land  can  strengthened  and  augmented  by 
match.  They  may  talk  nonsense  this  charming  chattering  of  the 
all  day  long,  there  may  not  be  one  women  V 

idea  worth  remembering  in  all  they  Unfortunately    they   are   not    all 

say ;  but  they  pour  out  sentences  with  alike ;  though  they  all  talk  volubly, 

an   unceasing   flow,  and   in  a  form  they  are  not  all  amusing.     If  they 

which  proves  that  at  all  events  they  were,  France  would  be  all  over  what 

know  their  language  thoroughly.  it  is  only  here  and  there, — tho  home 

This  capacity  is  certainly  one  of  the  of  the  pleasantest  society  in  Europe, 

most  striking  features  of  French  life ;  But  when  one  has  the  luck  to  stum- 

we  find   it  in   varying  degrees  and  ble  on  a  typo  of    the  higher  sort 

stages  of  development,  wherever  we  it  is  indeed  a  privilege  to  look  and 

turn  our  ears.     From  childhood  to  old  listen,  and  to  feel  the  spell  which 

age  everybody  talks,  and,  so  far  as  re-  women  of  such  a  kind  cast  around 
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thorn.  The  exceptional  capes  in  for  three  minutes,  nnd  then  dashes 
which  Frenchwomen  attain  to  the  ut-  into  the  midst,  pimping  right  and 
mostheight  of  indoor  eloquence  dwell  left,  milking  at  tirst  impossible  mis- 
in  the  memory  of  those  who  have  takes,  which  she  covers  up  by 
met  with  them  :  it  would  be  difficult  dexterous  pleading,  but  ending,  nine 
to  forget  the  deep  indent  which  they  times  out  of  ten,  by  an  appreciation 
produce.  Their  mastery  of  words  so  singularly  correct  that  when  you 
is  wonderful,  and  it  is  accompanied  go  away  you  can't  help  thinking, 
by  such  a  wholesale  scatter  of  odd  "That  woman  Is  positively  miming;; 
comparisons,  unexpected  images,  there  is  no  beating  her."  The  book- 
strange  illustrations,  wild  paradoxes,  learning  of  Frenchwomen  stops, 
and  tempestuous  fancies,  that  the  pretty  generally,  with  their  school 
assemblage  of  all  these  elements  days;  but  that  famous  theory  of 
.seems  momentarily  to  add  fresh  "education  by  contact,'' which  they 
brightness  to  the  air,  and  most  cer-  practise  with  such  consummate  skill, 
tainly  gives  the  novice  listener  a  goes  on  through  their  entire  life- 
new  idea  of  what  words  can  do.  time,  and  is  the  real  source  of  the 
Time  does  not  weaken  this  impres-  elastic  knowledge  which  such  num- 
sion  ;  habit  does  not  wear  it  out:  hers  of  them  make  us  believe  that 
as  it  is  produced  but  rarely,  its  very  they  possess.  This,  however,  would 
scarceness  makes  it  live.  But  even  not  he  possible  if,  in  Buch  special 
if  it  were  universal  Its  realily  would  cases,  they  were  not  good  listeners 
not  be  much  diminished,  for  its  as  well  as  good  discourse)*.  They 
cause  is  so  intense]*  pltaMnt  that  lake  in  new  notions  from  the  mouths 
no  custom  could  lead  us  to  insensi-  of  others,  dress  them  up  inailisguiso 
bility  of  its  charms.  which  few  nan  penetrate,  and  then 
The  men  have  less  of  this  peculiar  parade  them  as  their  individual  pro- 

!)ower;    most   of  them    know   their  perty.     Of  the  many  brilliant  quali- 

anguagc  well,   and,  as  far  as  mere  ties  of  the  race,  there  are  few  which 

machinery  goes,  are  as  productive  as  have  the  worth  of  this  one.     It  sets 

the   women ;  but,   with  rare   excep-  to  work  the  moment  two  people  are 

tions,    they    do    not    handle    forms  together ;  for  two  implies  talking,  and 

so   capriciously   or   so   luxuriantly ;  talking   and   picking   up  new    ideas 

their  imagery  is  less  fantastic,  their  are   synonymous  processes  with  wo- 

i-outrasts   are   less   vivid,    their  out-  men  such  as  these, 

pouring  is  less  torrential.     It  is  the  In   varying   degrees   this   disposi- 

women   who   represent   the    talking  tion  is  general  throughout  the  land — 

i[iia!s(.i<'.s    iif    lb'.-    nation;    it    is   they  the   whole   nation    imitates;    but  the 

who   show   us   practically   what  the  result   depends   on  the  actor's  posi- 

absorption,  assimilation,  and   roprc-  tion   and   skill.     The   lower   classes 

(iuction  of  other  people's   ideas  can  have  no  time  to  give  to  the  sharpen- 

<lo  to  produco  the    appearance    of  ing  of  their  wit  and  tongue.     The 

wide-pie  ill  knowledge  and  of  well-  process  is,  after  all,  a  luxury  ;  for  it 

digested  thought.     Frenchwomen  do  is  scarcely  realisable  without  the  aid 

hot  read,  at  least  not  as  wo  under-  of  sufficient  education,  opportunity, 

etand  reading  hero;    and  yet  many  and    close    attention.      Like    many 

of  them   appear  to  know  something  otherdevelopments  of  human  nature, 

about  everything.     No  subject  comes  it  needs  the  case  and  the  facilities 

amiss  to  the  praetiscd  Parisienne.   If  which  money  alone  creates.     A  far- 

the  conversation  turns  suddenly  to-  mcr's   poultry  girl   may  have  within 

ward  some  fact  or  argument  of  which  her  a  sacred  tire  which  a  faint  breeze 

she  never  heard  before,  she  listens  of  occasion  and   example  would  fan 
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into  tho  first  flicker  which  precedes  osity  to  satisfy.  Take  him  where 
bright  flame;  but  where  is  the  you  please,  all  through  tho  Bocial 
breeze  to  come  from  ?  The  faculty  scale,  the  same  implacable  need 
of  imitation  grows  with  use ;  without  comes  out.  On  the  Paris  Boulevards 
practice  it  remains  dormant,  or  even  or  over  the  dusty  roads  of  Pro- 
dies  away.  Even  supposing,  which  vence,  on  the  wet  coast  of  Brittany 
is  absurd,  that  the  disposition  to  or  in  the  factories  at  Lille,  he%ia, 
talk  cleverly  is  born  in  every  French-  with  rare  exceptions,  everywhere 
man,  it  will  be  choked,  in  all  but  alike.  Climate  or  occupation  make 
the  richer  homes,  by  sheer  want  of  but  little  difference  to  him.  Both 
the  means  of  action.  But  volubility  sexes  and  all  ages  substantially 
and  glibness  do  not  depend  on  the  agree  that  men  and  women  were 
accident  of  birth.     It  is  true  that  born  to  talk. 

they  too  gain  by  following  a  pattern  ;        Let  us  not  judge   him    by  our- 

but  as  that  pattern  can  be  found  all  selves.     It  is  neither  wise  nor  prac- 

over  France,  in  the  cottages  and  the  tical  to  apply  the  habits  and  regula- 

wine-shops  as  much  as  in  chateaux  tions  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  all 

and  in  Paris  drawing-rooms,  they  do  tho  rest  of  the    globe.      They  do 

not  suffer,  as  really  good  talking  does,  marvellously  well  for  us — they  have 

from   tho  want  of  models.     So  wo  helped   us  to  become  very  prospe- 

find  them  everywhere,  pouring  out  rous  and  very  powerful ;  but  maybe 

of    nearly    every   mouth,    men  and  they  would  not  produce  tho  same 

women  aiding  each  other  to  keep  up  results   elsewhere.      After  all,    our 

the  prattle.  islands  (including  Man,  the  Orkneys, 

But  they  do  not  know  it.     They  and  the  other  rocks)  only  represent 

have  no  idea  that  they  arc  alwajrs  about  a   sixteen -hundredth   part  of 

at  it     If  by  chance   some  one   in-  the  surface  of  the  earth ;  and  that 

forms  them  of  the  fact,  they  reply  fact  ought  to  counsel  us  to  be  mod- 

that  they  think  loquacity  eminently  est.     If  we  say  that  the  Frenchman 

natural — indeed    it    looks    to    them  is  wrong  to  chatter  all  day  long,  on 

like  a  duty.     To  a  Frenchman  it  is  the  simple   ground  that  wo  get  on 

an  article  of  faith  that  his  voice  was  better  by  the    use    of  silence,   wo 

given  to  him  to  be  used:  he  never  ought,  logically,  to  apply  tho  same 

can    be   got  to   understand   that   it  argument  to  everything  else  that  we 

may   possibly   be  a   virtue   to  hold  don't  do,  and  to  object  to  tho  habits 

his  tongue.     He  quotes  with  a  smile  of  every  nation  which  docs  not  etn- 

of  contemptuous  pity  tho  proverb  of  ploy    Kidderminster  carpets,   boiled 

the    conquered   Arab,    "Talking   is  mutton,  and  umbrellas.     It  is  true 

silver,  but  silence  is  gold."     To  him  that   such   a  view  of    international 

talking  represents  all   the   precious  obligations   would   oblige    the    Hin- 

rn etuis,  and  diamonds  into  the  bar-  doos  to   eat  cold  beef  and  mashed 

gain.     He    can   imagine  nothing  of  potatoes,    the    Hottentots    to    wear 

higher  value,  or   which   constitutes  braces,  and   the  Japanese  to  adopt 

a  more   irresistible   necessity.     And  hanging, — unless,    by    the    way,  as 

from  a  certain  point  of  view  he  may  they  are  the  more  numerous,  they 

not?  be  so  far  wrong  as  he  appears  were  to  turn  round   upon  us  with 

to   be   at   first   to  us  dumb  people,  an  imperious  order  to  give   up  our 

His  notion  of  life  is  different  from  own    habits    and   adopt    theirs — to 

ours — he   hates   to   be   alone :  com-  feed  ourselves  with  rice,  to  go  ap- 

munion  with  his  fellows  is  the  main  proximately  naked,  and  to  introduce 

object  of  his   existence ;  he  always  bowel  opening  at  the  old   Bailey — 

has  a  theory  to  expound  or  a  curi-  all  which  would  be  disagreeable  to 
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us.  This  argument  which,  possibly,  approving  speaker  to  believe  in 
is  not  altogether  absurd,  should  in-  whal  lie  supposes  to  hi'  the  opinions 
cline  us  to  indulgence  toward  the  he  expresses,  is  a  simple  and  natural 
benight t-il  nations  who  havo  not  the  transition.  That  these  mental  pro- 
privilege  of  living  precisely  accord-  cesses  should  result  in  a  peculiar  dis- 
ing  to  our  prejudices.  It  should  position  to  consider  ones  self  very 
dispose  us  mercifully  to  permit  the  wise  and  decidedly  worth  listening 
Amazon  Indians  to  bora  holes  to,  appears  to  ho  mathematically 
through  their  noses,  and  even,  though  demonstrable.  It  looks,  then,  as  if 
that  is  far  more  difficult,  to  allow  the  self-conceit,  the  impatience  of 
the  French  to  talk  for  eighteen  observation  and  advice,  the  rejection 
hours  a-day.  We  do  not  recognise  of  all  unpleasant  truths,  the  resolute- 
that  chattering  is  a  vast  enjoyment  credulity  of  their  own  fancies  which 
to  them,  that  it  is  one  of  the  main  the  war  brought  so  glaringly  into 
causes  of  their  griicty,  that  il  lights  light  amongst  the  mass  of  French - 
up  their  indoor  life  in  a  way  of  men,  may,  not  unreasonably,  be 
which  wo  have  no  idea,  that  it  partially  explained  by  the  aceiimu- 
cements  home  ties  by  creating  a  lated  effects  of  years  of  idle  talking, 
constant  necessity  for  mutual  pres-  It  would  be  exaggeration  to  assign 
once,  and  that,  in  many  cases,  too  much  importance  in  such  a  cause ; 
it  develops  intelligence,  and  in-  but  that  it  has  had  some  hand  in 
duces  correctness,  ability,  and  bril-  the  demoralisation  of  the  nation 
liancy  in  conversation.  Practice  docs  appear  to  be  very  likely.  For 
alone  gives  skill  ;  and  for  that  rca-  social  purposes,  as  a  provocative  of 
son,  if  for  no  other,  the  habit  of  friendly  association,  as  a  gilder  of 
frequent  speaking  deserves  MKMUT-  home  life,  and  even,  in  certain  casus, 
agement.  as  a  stimulant  of  talent,  and  of  natu- 
And  yet,  with  the  decadence  of  ral  eloquence,  perpetual  talking  is 
France  before  our  eyes,  it  is  iinpos-  defensible ;  but  footed  by  the  other 
sible  to  avoid  asking  whether  all  cITeets  which  il  may  be  presumed  to 
this  talk  may  not.  have  aided  tho  have  produced  in  France,  it  does 
breakdown;  whether  it  has  not  con-  harm  both  morally  and  politically, 
tributed  to  firing  about  tho  crash,  and  il  h  more  than  doubtful  whether 
Whatever  he  its  merits,  whatever  that  harm  is  compensated  by  tho 
be  tho  considerations  which  can  be  advantages  gained  in  other  direc- 
invokert  in  favour  of  it,  has  it  done  tions. 

no  harm?     When  history  begins  to  A   reservation   must,  however,  be 

dissect  this  modern  decline  and  fall,  expressed  before  we  leave  this  part  of 

will  it  take  no  note  of  the  salient  thequestion.    There  are  some  Frcneh- 

feature  of  French  habits?  will  it  ac-  men   who   do    not    talk,    and   some 

quit  the  people's  ready  tongues  of  all  Frenchwomen   too.     Not    that   they 

share    of   responsibility?     That  the  are    exactly   silent  — that   adjective 

incessant   spelling   of  empty   words  never  can  apply  to  them;  hut  rela- 

must  necessarily  stimulate  frivolity  tively,  they  hold  their  tongues.    They 

of  thought,  seems  to  be  a  probable  if  speak  when  they  have  something  to 

not  a  certain  proposition.     That  the  say,  but  they  are  not  always  spcak- 

chcrished  music  of  one's  own  voice  ing;  their  mouth  is  not,  like  most  of 

ends  by  becoming  particularly  agree-  the  mouths  around  them,  a  moulin  d 

able,  is   a  fact  of  which  we  see  ex-  paroltt.     Such  accidental  cases  can, 

amples  even  outside  France.      That  however,   scarcely   be    attributed  to 

the  soothing  vanity  which    springs  the    interference    of    reason;    they 

from    it    should    incline    tho     self-  are  brought  about  by  personal  causes 
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rather  than  by  reflection.    They  may  language  contains  no  such  word  as 
be  attributable  to  indolence,  or  ill-  "  sober."     It  possesses  the  positive 
health,  or  stupidity,  or  bashfulness  expressions  "drunk"  and  "tipsy," 
(the  latter  explanation  must,  how-  which    are    literally    conveyed    by 
ever,  be  rare) ;  but  it  would  not  be  ivre  and  gris  ;  but  our  negative  deno- 
easy  to  find  many  examples  in  which  mination  u  sober"  has  no  existence 
moderate  talking  is  an  evident  con-  across   the   Channel.       tiobre   is   in 
sequence  of  the  employment  of  in-  no  degree  its  counterpart ;  the  mean- 
telligcnce  and  free  election.     Still,  ings  of    the   two  words  are  abso- 
whatever  be  their  origin,  these  ex-  lutely  different.     The  French  one  is 
ccptions  do  exist ;    and,  strange  as  translatable   solely  by  "  temperate'' 
it  may  appear,  there  positively  are  or  "abstemious;      never  can  it  or 
French  people  who  arc  capable  of  any  other  Gallic  syllables  be  made 
sitting  for  a  whole  evening  without  to  signify  the  opposite  condition  to 
opening  their  lips,  unless  it  be  to  intoxication.       The    entire    absence 
yawn  or  drink  title ul.  of   any    word    descriptive    of    that 
If  we  turn  from  the  aspects  of  the  state,  is  in  itself  an  argument  and 
subject  as  a  whole  to  the  details  of  a  declaration.      The  English   drink 
wording  and  of  phrasing  which  make  enough  to  need  a  special  illustrative 
up  familiar  talk,  we  find  in  them  title  for  a  man  who  has  not  drunk ; 
differences  from  our  own  expressions  the   French,   though    the  Parisians 
which,  though  relatively  few  in  num-  did  begin  to  largely  swallow  alcohol 
ber,  suflicc  to  indicate  marked  con-  during  the  two  sieges,  have  never 
trasts  of  form  and  thought,  and  even  yet  felt  the  necessity  of  forming  any 
of  national  habits.    These  differences  such  curious  subjective  appellation, 
merit  examination,  not  only  for  the  consequently  they  have  not  got  if 
sake  of  satisfying  curiosity,  but  be-  Here    is,    surely,    an     evidence    of 
cause,  when  they  are  real,  and  not  character  betrayed  by  language.     A 
merely  external,  they  lead  us  to  in-  second    odd    example    is    the  total 
quire    why    idioms    differ    between  absence,    in   French,   of    any  word 
close  neighbours,  what  is  likely  to  equivalent  to  "  listener."     It  seems 
be  the   influence  on  French  minds  hardly   credible    that,   with    thirty- 
of  certain  particular  locutions  which  seven  million  of  talkers,  no  provi- 
the  French  employ,  and  what  is  the  sion,  other  than  the  cumbrous  para- 
evidence   of    their   condition   which  phrase  ctlui  qui  «Wnfc,  should  have 
results  therefrom.       The   needs   of  been  made  for  auditors.     The  only 
modern  nations  are  growing  so  much  interpretation  of  so  odd  a  blank  lies 
alike,    there   is  everywhere  such  a  in  the  supposition  that  each  French- 
disposition   to   import   each   other's  man   chatters  for  himself,   not  for 
technicalities   when    they   supply  a  others  ;  and  that,  not  caring  whether 
new  necessity,  that  radical  peculia-  he  is  listened  to  or  not,  he  has  never 
ritics  in  single,  words  are  becoming  recognised  that  he  has  no  denomi- 
somewhat  rare.     '*  Pudding,"  "  com-  nation  for  the  person  to  whom  he 
fort,"  "cold cream,"  and  "rail"  have  speaks.     He  has  the  verb  vcouter, 
become  French  within  our  generation,  but  no  corresponding    substantive, 
while  we  have  borrowed  back  etM-r/*,  In   the  same  way  he  can  say  "to 
ennui,  protiyt,  chignon,  and  chaperon.  teach/1     but     he     cannot     express 
Yet  there  are  still  gaps  on  both  sides,  "  teacher."     Another  singularly  sug- 
and  some  of  them  are  of  a  nature  gestive  vacancy  exists    in    all    the 
to  make  both    sides   stop  to  think  dictionaries  opposite  the  eminently 
a  little.     For  instance,  the  French  British    adjective    "dowdy."      3So 
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Frenchwoman  ever  merited  that  verbs, — shrivel,  dabble,  baffle,  jerk, 
epithet.  Call  her  all  the  hard  names  coax,  ride,  trample,  smoulder,  trickle, 
you  like,  "dowdy,"  at  all  events,  scowl,  stare,  and  huddle;  in  adjec- 
will  never  come  into  your  head  or  lives, — bleak,  dreary,  grim,  forlorn, 
hers.  The  notion  it  conveys  is  so  neat,  dutiful,  few,  snug,  and  flimsy; 
foreign  to  her  comprehension,  that  in  substantives,— rustle,  ripple, 
there  is  no  practicable  channel  for  bloom,  gloom,  sneak,  sheen,  andquib- 
comniuni  eating  our  interpretation  ble.  These  examples,  which  are  put 
of  it  to  her.  And  who  ever  saw  down  at  hazard,  will  serve  to  show 
a  "genteel"  Frenchwoman?  And  what  is  the  cSsSI  of  words  in  which 
who  ever  saw  one  "giggle?"  we  excel ;  and  the  evidence  will  be- 
Neither  those  odious  words,  nor  the  come  clearer  still  if  wo  compare 
still  more  odious  ideas  which  they  some  of  them  with  their  French 
convey,  exist  beyond  Dover  Straits,  equivalents.  Feti'i-frou  is  a  pretty 
But  if  France  owns  these  enviable  sound,  but  never  did  it  suggest  the 
privileges,  she  pays  for  thetn  in  the  crisp  echoes  of  moving  silk  as 
utter  want  of  "-gentleman."  She  "rustic"  does;  "mounting  on  a 
has,  however,  the  goodness  to  rccog-  horse"  may  be  a  grammatical  defi- 
uise  her  insutlicicnry,  and  to  absorb  nition,  hut  "riding"  says  the  same 
the  word  from  u-,  tilling  us.  possibly  thing  with  very  different  vigour; 
with  some  truth,  that  she  does  so  "  trickle"  talks  to  us  no  cunningly 
because  a  gentleman  is  so  essentially  of  slow  falling  drops  that  we  can 
modern  an  invention  that  she  has  almost  see  and  hear  them,  but 
had  no  time,  in  the  middle  of  her  rovler  or  dryovt/t-r  roOH  DO  such 
revolutions,  to  compose  her  own  imagination  in  us;  mome  perhaps 
word  for  it.  And  again,  though  does  come  nearly  up  to  "dreary," 
the  change  of  subject  is  rather  and  that  is  a  vast  deal  to  say,  for 
wide,  no  Frenchman  can  under-  the  latter  is  a  word  of  prodigiims 
stand  what  on  earth  wo  mean  by  significance,  but  it  is  the  only  ox- 
tbat  omnipresent,  universal,  elastic  ception  worth  mentioning  in  the 
" stuff,"  which,  with  us,  indicates  list;  rcgarder  or devmiyer iriH  not 
nearly  everything  which  language  do  for  "stare;"  Jlevr  is  indeed  a 
can  convey,  materially,  morally,  and  poor  substitute  for  "bloom  ;"  fit  ire 
intellectually.  We  never  stop  to  line  mine  TKeh'vjn't  nan  scarcely  be 
think  about  it ;  but  if  we  did.  surely  said  to  come  up  to  "  scowl ;"  dt'ltiUtf 
we  should  be  humiliated  at  the  does  not  translate  "  forlorn ;"  oMi»- 
povcrty  of  invention  which  lias  led  tant  el  retpertueitx  dues  not  express 
us  to  assign  such  an  infinite  variety  our  idea  of  "  dutiful"  In  all  these 
nf  signification  to  that  one  wretched  cases,  and  in  many  others  like  them, 
monosyllable.  the  advantage  is  on  our  side.  It 
There  are  not  very  many  more  continues  with  us  in  such  phrases 
words  than  these  which  cannot  as  "  raw  weather,"  "  sandy  hair,"  in 
somehow  be  rendered  out  of  English  ;  which  the  adjectives  arc  used  with 
but  there  is  a  second  category  of  Ihe  happiest  audacity;  and  in  such 
expressions  where  all  the  advantage  words  as  stately,  listless,  lonely, 
lies  on  our  side,  because,  though  somehow,  scramble,  twang,  and 
they  can  be  translated  with  more  or  scribble,  which  are  all  full  of  merit. 
less  exactness,  they  have  a  merit  If  we  want  to  say  "kick"  in  French, 
nnd  precision  in  Anglo-Saxon  which  we  must  resort  to  the  eminently 
their  representatives  in  French  in  oblique  expression,  "give  a  blow  of 
no   degree    possess.      Such    are,   in  the  foot ;"  but  if  we   have   to   inrli- 
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cate  narrowness,  shortness,  flatness,  ciency  by  the  employment  of  mix- 

or  tightness,  we  find,   to  our  con-  tures,   absorptions,   loans,   and  rob- 

sternation,  that  we  cannot  say  them  bery. 

at  all ;  they  are  absolutely  inexpres-  French  is,  on  the  contrary,  s  re* 
sible  in  any  form  whatever.  In  latively  pure  language.  There  haa 
moments  of  such  distress  as  this  one  been  but  one  great  graft  on  the  ori- 
is  tempted  to  regret  that  the  French  ginal  tree.  The  French  have  not 
have  not  adopted  the  German  sys-  gone  about  the  world  as  we  have 
tern  of  converting  verbs  and  adjec-  done — the}'  have  stopped  at  noma; 
tives  into  substantives  when  wanted,  and  the  perfecting  of  their  language 
so  that  we  might  help  ourselves  to  has  been  wrought  out  almost  entirely 
a  new  word  to  fill  the  vacant  place.  by  internal  development  alone  since 
In  quoting  these  examples,  the  the  Romans  introduced  Latin  into 
object  is  not  to  show  what  a  great  Gaul.  This  is  another  reason  why 
language  English  is — we  are  all  of  their  talking,  as  it  now  stands,  should 
us  sufficiently  convinced  of  that  be  indicative  of  their  character.  It 
already — but  to  indicate  the  exact  is  their  own  work  ;  it  has  been  Yir- 
nature  of  the  gaps  in  French.  The  tually  free  from  extraneous  action. 
catalogue  might  be  extended :  with  Until  the  last  few  years,  and  then 
time,  and  patience,  and  much  com-  only  within  the  limits  of  special  tech- 
par  i  son,  it  might  possibly  be  carried  nicalities,  its  neologisms  have  not 
up  to  a  hundred  words ;  but  that  is  been  borrowed — they  have  been 
certainly  a  maximum — it  is  the  ut-  invented  out  of  the  home  stock. 
most  limit  of  our  advantage.  Our  French  consequently  represents  the 
strength  lies  in  such  of  our  words  as  French  far  more  exactly  than 
arc  purely  Anglo-Saxon  (it  will  be  English  represents  the  English.  Its 
noticed  that  Latin  origins  contri-  merits  and  its  defects  are  property 
bute  nothing  to  the  list)  and  it  its  own,  for  some  sixteen  centuries 
takes  the  form  of  tine  shades  of  have  passed  since  a  now  element 
meaning  rather  than  of  monopoly  of  has  been  infused  into  jfL  .  During 
idea.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  that  long  period  it  has  slowly  grown 
words — a  dozen,  perhaps,  in  all —  to  what  it  is,  unaided  from  abroad 
the  French  can  say  all  that  we  can,  excepting  in  the  narrow  frontier  dis- 
only  we  can  say  it  better  in  the  tricts,  where  neighbouring  tongues 
particular  cases  which  have  been  have  influenced  local  forms.  If 
enumerated  here.  We  have  not  then  we  find,  as  certainly  we  do, 
much  reason  to  be  proud  of  that,  that,  on  the  whole,  it  is  a  somewhat 
for  our  language  has  been  made  richer  language  than  our  own,  we 
up  by  public  subscription :  several  ought  to  bo  thereby  disposed  to  re- 
sources have  contributed  to  it ;  we  cognise  that  the  French,  though  m> 
have  received  donations  in  abun-  assisted  from  the  outside  (and  per- 
dance;  we  have  pillaged  where  haps  for  that  very  reason),  have 
foreign  charity  has  ceased  to  supply  developed  their  language  more  than 
us.  And  we  have  done  very  right  we  have  done.  Their  constant  need 
The  object  of  all  language  is  to  be-  and  constant  use  of  it  have,  how* 
come  copious  and  expressive.  Wo  ever,  naturally  contributed  to  this 
have  pursued  that  object;  and  though  result  But  we  do  not  observe  in 
our  descendants  in  the  New  World  French  in  greater  abundance  than 
show  us  every  day  that  additions  to  in  English,  words  of  which  it  haa. 
our  common  stock  can  still  be  made,  an  absolute  monopoly.  As  exam* 
we  have  attained  a  remarkable  suffi-  pies  of  such  words  we  may  mention 
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chef-d'<snt>re,  a  propas,  manure,  for  writing;  but  it  is  probable 
panaclie,  vng>i,\  e-inlimaneM,  chtius-  that  if  nri  unprejudiced  jury  could 
tare,  all  which  are  untransla table,  .be  constituted,  eOttpOBM  of  persons 
But  where  the  wraith  really  lies  is  really  capable  to  decide,  its  verdict 
in  the  large  number  of  (inch- -shaded  would  be  in  favour  of  French  as  a 
significations,  whose  precision  and  medium  of  perfect  ci m versa tion. 
delicacy  are  umipp  roach  able  by  the  In  addition  to  the  examples  which 
corresponding  terms  which  exist  in  have  just  been  given,  (here  are  cer- 
English.  Of  this  class  there  are  tain  other  richnesses  of  French  which 
hundreds  of  examples,  but  they  must  cannot  be  passed  over  without  ob 
be  felt, — they  cannot  bo  described,  serration,  for  their  employment  is 
To  give  a  c&tiiloguc  of  them  would  so  continuous  tbat  they  are  heard 
be  both  wearisome  and  useless;  a  all  day  and  everywhere,  and  form 
few  illustrations  may,  however,  be  almost  an  element  of  life.  The 
found  in  such  verbs  as  iir.caparer,  sweet  little  exclamation  dame  is 
talonner,  effUarer,  s'lmharntr,  titon-  never  out  of  the  women's  mouths; 
ner,  ahtmer  ■  such  adjectives  as  and  though  men  use  it  too,  it  has 
flov,  flaeqite,  vxtiiu-ri,  licrimx,  blatf,  so  feminine  a  character  that  they 
ijuiiuli,  lUpitrrillf,  niiivMfiite ;  such  ought  to  be  forbidden  to  employ  it. 
substantives  as  canrenanet,  trifmt-  It  expresses  such  a  quantity  of  hesi- 
age,  debacle,  Imdaud,  hititt,  ih'lri;  tations,  such  a  mist  of  clastic  doubt, 
malaise, — all  of  which,  and  crowds  such  a  haze  of  incredulous  uncer- 
of  others  like  them,  are  vastly  fuller  tainty,  that  it  i.s  scarcely  possible  to 
of  suggestive  meaning,  as  well  as  of  convey  its  moaning.  "  Iteally  1  have 
scrupulous  exactness,  than  anything  no  idea,"  "it  is  though,"  "let  me 
we  can  pair  with  them.  Indeed  it  think  about  it,"  "I'll  tell  you  pre- 
is  one  of  the  marked  characters  of  sentry,"  and  "  what  do  you  think 
French,  that  its  words,  especially  its  yourself  f  all  rolled  together,  would 
verbs,  arc  nut  only  numerous,  but  supply  no  adequate  equivalent  for 
singularly  happy  in  the  precision  of  this  prodigious  syllable.  It  is  a  lan- 
t heir  sense  ;  and  as  (he  language  is  guage  in  itself,  and  its  universality 
furthermore  most  copiously  supplied  is  not  open  to  the  accusation  which 
with  approximate  synonyms,  the  was  just  now  br'-'iighl  against  the 
result  is,  thai  well-spoken  French  omnipresent  English  "stuff,"  bc- 
attains  a  descriptive  force  of  which  cause  that  mueh-niisajnilied  noun  is 
our  phrase  "word-pain ting"  sup-  supposed  to  be  descriptive  in  every 
plies  few  examples  in  our  own  sense  which  is  assigned  to  it,  while 
tongue.  This  doctrine  will  natu-  dame  is  purely  epienliitory,  and  may 
rally  be  disputed  ;  but  it  should  bo  therefore,  without  inconsistency, 
remembered  that  it  can  only  be  signify  whatever  you  like.  The 
fairly  judged  by  such  of  us  as  pos-  duplication  of  certain  words  is  an- 
sess  an  equal  habit  of  both  Ian-  other  peculiarity  which  should  be 
guages,  and  can  consequently  ac-  noticed.  Jour  becomes  journte, 
curately  weigh  their  comparative  when  the  duration  of  the  daytime 
value.  There  is  no  doubt  that  and  not  the  day  itself  is  to  he  con- 
each  possesses  certain  superiorities,  veyed.  So  it  is  again  with  an  and 
ft  seems,  for  instance,  to  be  very  nnnte,  mtitm  and  mature,  toir  and 
likely  that  even  those  who  would  miTfe.  Si  is  substituted  for  oui, 
give  the  preference  to  French  for  if  an  affirmative  reply  i 
speaking,  might  incline  to  think  given  to  a  question 
that    English    is    a     better    vehicle  doubt,    or   if    a     previoi 
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not  carried  conviction  with  it:   to  chilly  world  outside.    There  is  no 

u  It  is  raining  ?"  the  answer  would  explaining  to  an  Englishman  what 

he  oui ;  to  u  It  is  not  raining,  is  it?"  tutoiement  means  ;  there  is  no  sue- 

it  would  he  si.     New  is  expressed  gesting  to  him  what  a  depth  of  fond* 

hy  nouveau  if  it  refers  to  something  ness  is  contained  in  tu.     When  the 

which  is  commencing,  hy  neu/it  the  subtle   intensity    of    its    sweetness 

something  has  not  heen  used  hefore.  has  penetrated  to  our  heart,  we  stare 

Number  is  called  numero  to  express  with  wonder  at  the  unhappy  people 

a  figure,  nombre  to  express  a  quan-  who  say  you  to  wife  and  child ;  from 

tity.     Before  is  conveyed  by  devant  our  soul  we  pity  them,  and  wonder 

if  it  bo  a  question  of  position,  by  whether  they  really  think  that "  youw 

avant  if  it  be  a  question  of  time,  means  love.     To  real  Englishmen,  to 

Stalk  becomes  queue  if  it  be  a  single  the  insular  thorough  Britisher,  this 

stem,  rafle  if  it  be  a  bunch,  like  will  look  like  folly ;  but  let  him  ask 

grapes  or  currants.     We  have  but  Europe  what  tutoiement  means,  what 

the  one  phrase  "  dozen  ; '  the  French  is  the  inland  sea  of  tenderness  which 

have,    dizaine,   douzaine,  quinzaine,  it  encloses;    let  him   consult  such 

vingtaine,  and  so  on  up  to  centaine.  friends  as  have  lived  in  sufficient 

En  amont  means  up  the  ci  rrcnt  of  a  contact  with  foreign  friendships  to 

stream ;  en  aval  is  down  the  river,  be    able    to    measure    "  you  *'    and 

"More"  is  expressed  by  plus  or  davan-  "thou"   (the  language  hardly  mat 

tage,  according  to  variations  of  sig-  ters,  for  tu  lives  everywhere  outside 

nification  which  it  would  be  a  waste  our  chalk  cliffs) ;    let   him   try  to 

of  space  to  go  into  here.     The  French  realise  the  profound,   the  limitless 

say  se  moucher,  se  ganter,  sechaussery  distinction  which  the  exclusive  use 

all  which  ideas  are  expressed  by  us  towards    those    we    cherish    of    SO 

in    the    most    lumbering    forms  of  marked    a    form    of    speech    must 

speech.     Again,   what    words    have  necessarily  establish, — and  then,  per* 

we  for  verglas, — that  peculiar  state  chance,  he  may  admit  that  "there 

in  which  roads  become   like  glass  is  something  in   it"     Indeed  there 

from    frost;     for    contre-conp,     for  is.     To    gain   the  consciousness  of 

seduisant,    for  famelique,    and    re-  what  tutoiement  means   it  is  worth 

cherche  ?    So  we  might  go  on  for  while  to  live  for  years  abroad — just 

half  an  hour.  as  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  is 

In  terms  of  tenderness  and  aflfec-  well  paid  for  by  the  sight  of  Niagara 

tion  French  is,  however,  singularly  Falls ;  it  is  a  new  sense  which  we 

poor.     It  contains  absolutely  nothing  acquire.     It   compensates    for    that 

which  is   susceptible  of  being  com-  incredible  deficiency  of  French,  the 

pared  to  our  most  admirable  "  dar-  absence  of  distinct  words  for  lore 

ling."     It  has  absurd  denominations  and  like ;  but  the  deficiency  is  evi- 

supposed  to  be  suggestive  of  much  dent  to  all  England,  while  the  com- 

love — but  so  have  we ;  and  there  is  pensation  is  appreciable  only  by  a 

not  much    to    choose  between  the  small  minority  amongst  us. 
ridiculous  inexprcssiveness  of  duck        In    consequence    of    the    general 

and  pet  on  our  side,  or  of   "little  precision   of  its  terms,  French  is  a 

cabbage"  and  "  little  rabbit"  on  the  good  language  for  the  expression  of 

other.     Where  France,  and  indeed  all  distinct    definitions ;     but,    at    the 

Europe,  beats  us,  is  in  that  adorable  same   time,  the  genius  of  the  race 

tutoiement,  that  sweet  use  of  "  thou,"  inclines    it  to  the    employment   of 

which  marks  out  so  sharp  a  line  be-  insinuations.      No     people    are     SO 

tween  those  we  really  love  and  the  able  as    the    French  to    imply  in- 
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directly  what  they  do  not  choose  to 
say  point-blank.  But  that  is  a 
peculiarity  of  their  nature  rather 
than  of  their  language,  Their 
words  arc  for  the  most  part  abso- 
lute ;  but  notwithstanding  that,  their 
talk  is  suggestive  rather  than  de- 
clarative. The  idioms  which  are 
at  their  disposal  enable  them  to 
define  with  singular  exactness,  but 
the  tendency  of  their  character 
leads  certainly  the  other  way,  and 
their  ordinary  disposition  in  con- 
versation is  to  convey  their  mean- 
ing by  implication  and  not  to  give 
it  outright.  Of  course  this  sort  of 
phrasing  is  limited  to  cases  where 
it  docs  not  weaken  tlio  effect 
which  the  speaker  wishes  to  pro- 
duce ;  but  as  those  cases  are  very 
frequent,  it  is  heard  continually. 
And  yet  it  seems  at  first  to  be  out 
of  place  ;  for  it  is  not  easy  to  eon*, 
prehend  why  disliiu'tntss  .should  -o 
often  be  avoided,  and  why  sugges- 
tion should  be  put  forward  in  its 
stead.  The  explanation  evidently 
lies  in  the  love  of  talk,  in  the  dis- 
position to  make  bilking  last,  and 
in  the  consequent  disinclination  to 
employ  short  definitions.  It  needs 
some  skil  t  to  avoid  using  terms 
which  would  use  up  our  ideas  too 
rapidly;    but  the   result  is  reached 


has  brought  back  the  number  to 
what  it  was  before  the  annexation 
of  Nice  and  Savoy).  Plenty  of 
examples  might  be  given  of  the 
difficulty  which  is  here  overcome, 
but  one  will  suffice  to  show  its 
nature.  There  are  eight  main  words 
in  French  which  express  the  various 
forms  of  fear ;  each  has  its  own 
peculiar  sense :  alarms  springs 
from  what  we  learn,  effroi  from 
what  we  Kee,  terreur  from  what  wo 
imagine,  fraytur  from  what  sur- 
prises us,  (povvanta  from  what  we 
take  for  granted,  cruintt  from  what 


we  know,  pour  from  the  opinions 
which    We     entertain,     a/ipriherition 

from  what    we    anticipate.      We!!, 

despite  the  critical  precision  of 
these  varied  meanings,  the  French, 
especially  the  women,  have  a  habit 
of  dancing  round  them  all,  and 
of  using  subterfuges,  shades,  and 
parables,  which  illustrate  the  Konti- 
ment  of  fear  in  all  sorts  of  other 
ways.  This  is  inco;ileslably  a  talent, 
but  it  may  bo  doubted  whether  it 
constitutes  an  advantage.  It  implies 
ability,  or  rather  hanriincss  in  the 
speaker,  but  it  docs  not  show  the 
merit  of  the  language.  It  neces- 
sarily stimulates  the  manufacture 
of  neologisms,  and  it  may  be  that 
the  numerical  abundance  of  French 
words  is  due,  in  some  degree  to  this 
unceasing  cause.  Itcannot,  however, 
be  denied,  that  such  a  disposition 
improves  the  talking  power  of  all 
those  who  act  upon  it ;  for  its  first 
effect  is  to  oblige  them  to  seek  new 
clothes  for  old  ideas,  new  frameB 
for  well-known  pictures.  A  people 
which  is  always  talking,  and  which 
is  perpetually  inventing  fresh  ex- 
pressions, because  its  character 
tempts  it  away  from  those  which 
exist  already,  must  inevitably  attain 
two  principal  results  I  it  must  learn 
to  talk,  and  it  must  extend  its  dic- 
tionary. In  Paris  there  is  a  never- 
ending  fabrication  of  new  words — 
each  year  brings  out  a  dozen  of 
them ;  some  die  away  immediately, 
others  live  and  become  definitely 
adopted.  Most  of  them,  however, 
are  in  their  origin  slang  expressions, 
which  only  acquire  their  naturalisa- 
tion in  daily  talk  after  time  and 
habit  have  slowly  purged  them  of 
their  first  meaning,  and  have  ren- 
dered them  acceptable  to  public 
usage  iu  a  modified  form. 

One  enormous  difference  between 
French  and  English  lies  in  the  odd 
fact,  that  whereas  we  absorb  with 
unhesitating    readiness   all   the   ex- 
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pressive  phrases  wo  can  get  hold  of  miciled  between  the  Rue  de  Riche- 
(we  have  gone  on  doing  so  for  a  lieu  and  the  Madeline,  objects  to  the 
thousand  years),  the  French  do  not  old  phrase  trfo  cfterche  as  being  in* 
bring  into  general  circulation  any  complete,  and  suggests  that  trb 
of  the  local  sayings  which  have  ex-  trouve  should  be  adopted  in  its 
is  ted  in  their  provinces  for  centuries,  place,  he  will  find  a  crowd  of  ap- 
indisputably  good  as  many  of  them  proving  listeners,  who  will  exclaim, 
are.  The  Normandy  cidermakers,  "  How  well  imagined  that  is  I  7W» 
who,  of  course,  are  never  satisfied  ckerche  implied  only  that  the  re- 
with  their  crop  of  apples,  say,  when  suit  was  looked  for,  and  in  no  war 
they  are  asked  what  sort  of  a  year  indicated  that  it  was  attained ;  trw 
it  is  for  them,  "  Pour  une  annte  oH  trouve,  on  the  contrary,  contains  in- 
il  vCy  a  pas  de  pommes  il  y  a  deft  ternal  evidence  that  the  end  is 
pommes  ;  mats  pour  une  annee  oil  il  reached  :  vive  trfa  trouve  /"  So  trh 
y  a  des  pommes,  il  n'y  a  pas  de  trouve  immediately  becomes  French, 
pommes11  The  Provence  olive-  and  travels  by  the  first  train  into 
growers  use  the  same  odd  compari-  the  expectant  and  obedient  country 
son  in  a  still  more  striking  form  ;  districts,  where  it  is  at  once  em* 
their  words  are,  "  Dire  qu'il  tCy  en  a  ployed  because  it  comes  from  Paris. 
pas,  il  y  a;  mais  dire  quyil  y  en  This  may  be  a  small  sign,  bat  It 
a,  il  riy  en  a  pas.11  Well,  these  helps  to  show  that  though  the 
wonderful  expressions,  full  as  they  National  Assembly  may  linger  at 
arc  of  force  and  vigour  and  fantastic  Versailles  it  will  not  manage  to  de- 
truth — and  there  arc  many  others  capitalise  Paris,  in  our  time  at  all 
like  them — are  scarcely  known  out-  events.  Lyons  is  a  big  place,  and 
side  the  frontiers  of  the  districts  so  is  Bordeaux,  but  what  influence 
where  they  were  invented.  They  have  they  on  French  ?  Even  Mar- 
languish  in  country  villages,  un-  seille,  with  its  droll  exaggerations 
known  to  the  sharp  people  who  set  and  its  southern  fancies,  does  no 
new  inventions  going  on  the  asphalt  more  than  furnish  stories  at  which 
outside  Tortoni's  door.  Yet  they  Paris  sometimes  condescends  to 
have  more  figurative  value  than  nine-  smile,  but  to  which  it  does  not  grant 
tenths  of  the  absurd  novelties  which  the  privilege  of  incorporation  into 
crawl  into  circulation  because  they  its  own  special  circulation, 
have  been  edited  at  the  Vaudeville  As  regards  pronunciation,  the  an* 
or  the  Palais  Royal,  and  they  are  cicnt  privilege  of  Touraine  still  ex- 
worth  quite  as  much  as  the  average  ists  in  undiminished  force.  The 
of  the  Yankceisms  which  we  lay  peasants  and  their  children  talk 
hands  on  here  the  moment  they  are  French  there  as  it  is  heard  in  no 
imported.  The  reason  of  their  ex-  other  part  of  France ;  their  enunda- 
clusion  is,  that  Paris  holds  so  in-  tion  and  their  intonation  are  so  pure, 
vcterately  to  its  supposed  rights  as  that  one  listens  to  them  for  the  first 
a  capital,  that  it  refuses  to  endorse  time  with  a  feeling  of  halfincredu- 
what  it  has  not  invented ;  and  as  no-  lous  bewilderment  No  Parisienne 
thing  goes  down  in  France  without  speaks  with  such  delicacy  of  articula- 
its  stamp,  the  whole  mass  of  outside  tion,  or  such  critical  truth  of  accent, 
cleverness  is  thereby  shut  out  from  The  district  in  which  this  rare  ex- 
any  participation  in  the  develop-  ccllencc  is  attained  begins  at  Orleans 
ment  of  French,  excepting  in  so  far  and  ends  at  Tours.  Blois  occupies 
as  purely  local  usages  are  concerned,  its  centre ;  and  it  is  in  and  round 
But  if  any  discontented  mind,  do-  that  dull  old   town  that  the  most 
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absolute  perfection  is  attained.     The  the    borders    of    the    Var,    do  not 

children  who  make  dirt-pies  on  the  penetrate  ten  miles — French  battles 

borders  of  the  Loire,  pronounce  far  with  them,    and   drives   them   back 

better  than  the  actors  at  the  Theatre  discomfited.     The  fact  is  that  France 

Francais.     There  has  never  been  an  is  a  country  of  strong  unity,  utterly 

orator  in   the   Chamber,    or   in  the  unlike   its   neighbours,    and  having 

pulpit    of    Notre    Dame,    who    has  no   small   contempt  for  them ;   so, 

spoken  French  as  they  do  ;  and  yet  when  they  try  to  push  in  the  wedge 

the  little  rascals  have  no  idea  of  it  of  their  insinuating  tongue,  France 

It   is  positively  humiliating  to  chat  rejects   them   resolutely.     Even    on 

with  them,   for  you  cannot  get   rid  those  now  conquered  hillsides  which 

of  the  unpleasant  feeling  that  a  baby  slope  downwards  to  the  Rhino,  Ger- 

of   live   years   old   is   giving  you  a  man  has  been  replaced  by  what  was 

lesson.     Elsewhere  it  is  all  patois,  called  Alsatian — an  odious  form  of 

Railways  may  end  by  levelling  out  speech  it  was,  but  its  speakers  loved 

the  differences  of  speech  in  France,  France  enough  to  fancy  that  they 

as  they  have  already  levelled  dress  were   talking  French.     To-day  they 

and  prices  ;  but,  thus  far,  the  patois  have  to  relapse  to  German,  and  they 

of  each  district  remains  intact,  with  do  not  like  it. 

all  its  essences  and  colours.     In  the  For  foreigners   French   is   not    a 

country  of  the  old  langue  iVoil  there  hard    language    to    pronounce,    ap- 

are  stiil  twelve  paUn\  of  which  the  proximately  at  least.     But  each  na- 

Breton,  the  Normand,  the  Poitevin,  tionality  brings  its  own  accent  into 

and  the  Champenois  arc  the  chief;  it,    the   English   being   perhaps  the 

in    the    provinces    where    once    the  most  copiously   supplied  therewith. 

hnnjtie  *roc.   was   spoken,  we    have  The  oi  oi  of  the  Britisher  is  a  dis- 

the  Provencal,   the  Auvergnat,   the  tinctive  mark,  which  he  finds  it  dif- 

liimousin,  and   others.      Altogether  ficult  to  efface.     He  has  no  suspicion 

there  are  more  than  twenty  of  them,  that  it   exists ;    but   "  V accent  An- 

without  counting  the  local  subdivi-  ghiW  is  so  largely  practised  about 

sions,  which  are  as  numerous  as  the  France,    that    the     French,    at    all 

varied  shapes  of  the  caps  which  the  events,  well  know  its  peculiar  sound, 

village  women  wear.     Some  of  them  and  have  some  trouble  in  comprc- 

are    languages   in    themselves.       No  bending  that  the  English  do  not  hear 

Frenchman,  properly  so  called,  cau  it  themselves   with    the   same   dis- 

under^land  the   private  talk  of  the  tinctness.     But  they  do  not ;    they 

Breton  peasants  when  they  come  in  go  on  talking,  "not  French  of  Paris, 

pilgrimage  to  St.  Anne  d'Auray  ;  or  but  French  of  Stratford  -  on  -  Bow- 

of  the  (lock  labourers  at  Marseille;  Town,"  as  Chaucer  put  it  some  time 

or  of  the  goat-herds  of  the  Valley  ago,    wiih  a  placidity  and   a   confi- 

d'Ossau.  when    they  meet,  beneath  dence  worthy  of  a  better  end.    There 

the    shade  of   the   Pic   du  Midi,  at  must   be,    in   a    good   many  of*  us, 

their    annual     festival     at    Laruns.  something  which    altogether   rebels 

And  yet   these   dialects   are   all   so  against  other  tongues,  for  it  is  only 

local,  they  are  so  pitilessly  shut  in-  amongst  ourselves  that  cases  can  bo 

side  a  circle,  that  they  exercise  no  found    of   persons   who   have   lived 

kind    of    influence,   however   slight,  regularly  for  thirty  years  in  France, 

on  the  French  around  them.     Even  and   who,    at  the  end  of  that  long 

the   Spanish   tendencies  which   leak  period,    say    '"  I fe  people  Franpai* /' 

across  the  Basque  frontier,  and  the  and  are  so  incapable  of  distinguish- 
vile    Italian   which    struggles   along    ing  between  the  sound  of  volcttr  and 

VOL.    CM.  — NO.    DCLXX1X.  2    N 


">:{(»  French  Home  Lij\\  [AI*y 

nhnirti.  that  they  pronounce  both  for  public  purposes,  hut  also  to  a 
alike  as  "  roll  ion  r<y  These  exam-  great  extent  for  social  and  daily 
pies  are  rigorously  true,  and  many  wants.  Even  the  results  of  the  late 
more  like  them  might  he  cited,  war,  far  spreading  as  they  arc,  seem 
Our  great  difficulty  is.  that  we  talk  scarcely  likely  to  a  I  feet  the  empire 
mainly  from  the  middle  of  the  which  the  French  language  has  at- 
mouth,  while  the  French  form  their  taiued  during  the  two  last  centuries, 
sounds  in  front,  close  again>t  the  (ierman  has  not  the  qualities  to 
teeth.  When  we  have  acquired  the  which  the  Continental  world  has 
same  habit,  we  have  got  half-way  grown  accustomed  by  its  long  hand- 
tow  urds  speaking  French;  until  we  ling  of  French.  No  other  tongue  can 
have  acquired  it  our  chance  is  hope-  pretend  to  dispute  the  mastery;  we 
loss.  As,  however,  most  of  us  do  may  consequently  expect  to  see 
not.  particularly  care  whether  we  French  retain  its  ground,  unweak- 
speak  well  or  badly,  it  is  scarcely  to  ened  if  not  unassailed.  Prince 
be,  expected  that  we  shall  take  the  liismark's  resolution  to  recognise  it 
trouble  which  this  implies.  We  no  longer  as  the  accepted  organ  of 
argue  that,  after  all,  French  is  only  diplomacy  will  have  but  Miiall  effect 
one  of  the  two  thousand  languages  now  that  the  upper  classes  of  all 
which  have  grown  up  mucc  Babel  Europe  learn  it  as  the  tirst  condition 
separated  us  into  nations,  and  that  of  their  education.  The  true  interest 
i'.  is  only  under  .special  cireum-  of  its  influence  lies,  however,  inside 
stances  that  it  becomes  essential  to  the  boundaries  of  its  native  land, 
know  it  really  well.  This  consider-  Its  force  beyond  those  limits  may 
ation  appears  to  us  to  be  an  excuse  constitute  a  question  for  the  world 
for  our  indifference.  at  large;  but  its  action  within  the 
To  the  French  themselves  the  frontiers  is  all  that  France  itself 
question  takes  a  ditlerent  form.  To  need  care  for,  and  is  all  that  we 
them  it  seems  that  they  possess  the  have  to  look  at.  The  sketch  which 
great  language  of  humanity,  the  has  been  given  here  of  its  uses  and 
essential  vehicle  of  thought,  the  nat-  peculiarities  will  probably  suffice, 
ural  expres^er  of  grace  and  courtesy  incomplete  and  shadowy  as  it  is,  to 
:ir.d  wit.  They  urge  that  this  view  show  that  it  is  a  language  which, 
has  been  adopted  by  other  countries  ;  by  its  special  nature,  and  by  the 
that  French  has  been  raised,  with  unbroken  continuity  of  its  employ  - 
the  consent  of  Europe,  to  a  sort  of  merit,  can  scarcely  fail  to  produce 
international  position,  for  which  it  distinct  effects  on  those  who  spcal? 
w.is  recognised  to  be  peculiarly  fit-  it.  It  may  be  »o  with  all  other 
led  in  consequence  of  its  own  merits,  tongues;  but  if  it  be  true  of  them, 
sud  of  the  political  and  literary  in-  it  must,  assuredly  be  still  more  true 
rhience  which  it  represented.  His-  of  French.  Its  abundance,  its  pre- 
tory,  '*  the  witness  of  time,  the  cision,  its  graceful  forms,  handled 
messenger  of  antiquity."  certainly  by  a  whole  nation  of  dexterous,  in- 
confirius  this  argument.  It  >hows  ventive  speakers,  constitute  the  best 
us  that  French  has  gradually  reached  talking  in.-trument  we  know  of; 
■t  place  and  obtained  a  power  which  that  is  tolerably  evident.  Hut  how 
no  other  language  has  acquired  >ince  docs  it  react  on  its  proprietor?  what 
L-itin  died  away.  Its  universality  is  its  real  share  in  the  constitution 
and  its  precision  have  combined  to  of  national  character  and  of  home 
render  it  the  adopted  channel  of  life  in  France? 
European  (*'>mmunic;»tion,  not    only         Answers    to    questions    such     as 
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these  can  only  be  suggested  ;  they  people  flow  naturally  from  that  main 
cannot  be  put  forward  with  any  source  ?  If  this  be  granted,  at  all 
certainty,  or  with  any  expectation  events  as  a  probability,  it  becomes 
that  they  will  carry  conviction  to  somewhat  more  easy  to  follow  up 
those  who  hear  them.  The  very  the  developments  of  the  question. 
principle  of  the  possible  effect  of  If  talk  be  recognised  as  a  general 
language  on  those  who  use  it  all  object  and  a  natural  occupation,  if 
day  long  may  be  rejected  by  many  the  longing  for  it  be  the  true  ex- 
persons  as  an  exaggeration  or  even  planation  of  the  marked  social  ten- 
an  absurdity.  And  yet,  in  the  case  dencies  of  the  French,  if  their  cus- 
before  u*j,  it  is  very  difficult  to  toms  are  largely  guided  by  the 
doubt,  after  a  real  examination  of  satisfaction  of  that  longing,  it  would 
French  habits  that  they  are  gravely  seem  to  ensue,  almost  necessarily, 
influenced  by  the  need  of  talk,  and  that  character  as  well  as  customs 
by  the  practices  which  that  need  must  be  operated  on  by  the  same 
provokes.  To  what  other  cause  can  wide-spreading  cause.  But  if  so, 
we  logically  assign  the  marked  dis-  this  further  influence  would  be  pro- 
position of  the  French  to  seek  each  duccd  rather  by  the  nature  and 
other  in  all  the  varying  shapes  which  composition  of  the  talk  than  by  the 
society  can  take  ?  Why  do  they  go  simple  fact  of  its  existence  ;  and 
to  ri//>*,  and  sit.  together  beneath  thus  it  is  that  the  peculiarities  of 
the  trees,  and  establish  public  meet-  language  would  come  into  play,  and 
ing-places,  and  pay  evening  visits,  would  work  out  their  consequence, 
and  make  acquaintance  with  almost  That  consequence  would  seem  to 
ever}'  one  they  meet  ?  The  explana-  assume  several  forms.  The  first  of 
tion  which  most  English  people  will  .these  is  a  disposition  to  be  excessive 
probably"  incline  to  give  is,  that  all  in  the  expression  of  most  of  the 
this  happens  because  they  are  too  ordinary  feelings.  The  French  gen- 
frivolous,  too  incapable  of  sufficing  crally  speak  with  vehemence  ;  they 
singly  for  their  needs,  to  be  able  to  use  strong  phrases  and  copious  epi- 
stop  alone.  That  theory  is  spiteful,  thets ;  they  pile  up  description  and 
hut  untrue.  The  French  are  gene-  imaginative  colouring,  and  so  get 
rally  competent  to  get  through  often  led  away  beyond  the  exactness 
their  time  without  side  aid;  but  which  more  moderation  would  main- 
they  are  so  resolutoly  convinced  tain.  This,  however,  would  not  bo 
that  mankind  was  not  made  for  possible  if  the  words  at  their  dis- 
solitudc,  that  its  destiny  is  to  mix  posal  did  not  lend  themselves  to 
and  talk  and  laugh,  that  they  such  a  service.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
imagine  J.hey  are  discharging  one  of  a  mere  product  of  excitability  of 
the  duties  of  humanity  m  Hocking  nature,  it  is  also,  and  in  a  great  de- 
con  stantly  together.  lint  there  grce,  a  fruit  of  the  language  used, 
would  be  no  use  in  that  if  they  did  which  leads  on  by  its  abundance,  and 
not  talk  :  they  do  not  meet  to  gaze  stimulates  by  its  powers  of  strong 
in  silence  at  each  other  ;  if  such  shading.  Another  and  still  more 
were  the  object  held  out  to  them,  marked  effect  of  French  in  those 
they  would  most  certainly  stay  at  who  speak  it  as  a  native  tongue,  is 
home,  for  they  are  not  gregarious,  to  place  at  their  command  such  in- 
but  communicative.  May  it  not,  numbcrable  and  admirable  means  of 
then,  be  urged  that  it  is  the  thirst  being  polite,  that  it  would  bo  strange 
for  talk  which  induces  all  the  rest,  indeed  if  they  resisted  the  tempta- 
and  that  the  outdoor  habits  of  the  tion.      That  French  manners  have 
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been  in  part  nursed  up  to  what 
they  are  by  the  direct  action  of 
the  language  in  facilitating  the  ex- 
tremes of  courtesy,  is  an  argument 
which  will  generally  be  admitted, 
and  which  would  alone  suffice,  so 
evident  does  it  seem,  to  give  some 
reason  to  the  theory  which  is  advo- 
cated here,  of  the  influence  of  talk 
on  character.  A  third  result,  though 
less  distinctly  traceable,  is  the  foster- 
ing of  gaiety  by  bright  sentences 
and  gunny  words.  French  wit  is  a 
very  different  thing  from  Knglish 
humour ;  it  is  based  on  insinuation, 
suggestion,  and  comparison,  and 
could  have  no  existence,  in  its  spe- 
cial form,  if  language  did  not  aid  it. 
This  is  distinctly  provable  by  the 
difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of 
translating  French  enprit ;  it  cannot 
live  or  be  in  any  other  tongue. 
Whether  the  faculty  of  analysis,  of 
separating  and  grouping  ideas,  of 
assigning  its  exact  measure  to  each 
element  of  a  subject,  is  better  exer- 
cised in  French  than  in  other  idioms, 
is  one  of  those  wide,  open  questions 
which  it  is  scarcely  prudent  to  dis- 
cuss ;  they  lead  too  far.     But  it  may 


be  indicated  as  meriting  some  con- 
sideration ;  for,  to  such  of  us  as  are 
disposed  to  answer  it  in  the  affirma- 
tive, it  would  serve  as  an  additional 
witness  in  support  of  the  hypothe- 
sis which  we  are  suggesting. 

And  even  if  this  hypothesis  be  a 
dream ;  even  if  language  drips  over 
us  without  leaving  a  trace  of  its 
constant  passage;  even  if  it  possesses 
no  kind  of  action,  no  sort  of  influ- 
ence over  nations  who  could  not  live 
without  it ;  even  if  French  qualities 
and  French  defects  are  solely  brought 
about  by  personal  internal  move- 
ments with  which  language  has  no 
connection,  —  even  then  we  can 
scarcely  fail  to  own  that,  reduced  to 
the  role  of  a  passive  instrument  of 
speech,  with  no  power  and  no  autho- 
rity of  its  own,  French  is  a  singularly 
winning  and  attractive  tongue,  which 
is  marvellously  well  dealt  in  by  its 
owners.  None  of  us  would  consent 
to  exchange  Knglish  for  it ;  but 
many  of  us  would  say,  in  imitation 
of  the  Frenchman's  compliment  to 
Kngland,  ik  If  Knglish  were  not  my 
language,  1  should  wish  that  French 
were." 
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CHAPTER    VIII. — A    GLIMPSE    OF    A    SPANISH    CASTLE. 

As  we  sat  at  dinner  by  a  win-  whose    thoughts    were    gentle    and 

dow  of  the  well-filled  ladies'  coffee-  womanly ;   a   holiday  before   us   so 

room  in  the  Belgravia  Hotel,  which  long  that  no  thought  of  its  end  need 

apartment  we  chose  in  preference  to  rise  to  disturb  the  pleasure  of  the 

dining  alone,  on  that  first  summer's  moment, — all   these    things   heaped 

evening,  and  watched  the  carriages  upon  me  in  half-a-dozen  weeks :  as 

go  by  with  their  occupants  bound  to  I  paced  the  street  smoking  my  cigar, 

the  opera  or  other  entertainments,  I  I  felt  how  extraordinary,  and  also 

think   Eva,  notwithstanding  her  fa-  how   utterly   undeserved   had   been 

tigue,  shared  in  my  elation  of  feeling,  this  stroke  of  fortune.     All  this  good 

induced  by  the  bright  summer  wea-  luck,  too,  had  befallen  without  any 

ther  and  the  liveliness  of  the  scene  drawback   attached   in   the  way  of 

both  within   anil  without,   and  she  sacrifice  of  my  military  career.      On 

appeared   in   better   spirits  than   at  the  contrary,  it  would  be  easy  now  to 

any    time    since    we    left  Sirmoori.  exchange  to  a  battery  at  home ;  and 

The  evening  dress  of  many  of  the  sweet  would    bo   garrison  life  in  a 

gentlemen  dining  at  the  other  tables,  crack  troop  even  at  Aldershot,  or  in 

and  the   opera-cloaks  of  their  com-  Ireland,  as  compared  with  duty  in  a 

panions,  showed  that  they  too  were  monotonous   Indian  cantonment.     I 

bound  to  some  place  of  amusement,  smile  now  to  think   of   the   excite- 

and   we   felt  as  if   our  honeymoon  ment  produced  by  this  arrival  at  a 

trip  was  about  to  begin.     Hitherto  noisy  London  caravansera,  and  the 

all  had  been  suffering  on  her  part,  prospects  of  duty  in  the  Long  Valley 

and    anxiety   on    mine:    we   might  /or  the  Phoenix;   but  everything  is 

now  look  forward  to  a  little  unadul-  comparative.     Yet  I  must  add  that 

terated  pleasure  ;  and,  hut  that  she  in  reality  rest  ami  idleness,  or  even 

was  too  tired,  we  should  have  fol-  garrison  life  with  a  turn  of  field-days 

lowed  the  example  ^,ct  all  round,  and  in  the  lovely  spots  just  mentioned, 

then  and  there  gone  oif  to  the  opera  were  the  last  tilings   I  was  actually 

too.      Eva,  however,  was  clearly  un-  looking  forward  to. 

equal  to  more  present  exertion,  and  "With  all  these   feelings  of  exalta- 

retired  to  her  room  immediately  after  tion,  a  sense  of  our  curious  loneliness 

dinner,  while  I  strolled  forth  to  renew  came   over  me.      My   poor   mother 

my  acquaintance  with  the  scenes  1  — the  faithful  guardian  of   infancy, 

had  not  seen  for  so  many  years,  and  the  sympathising  companion  of  boy- 

to  walk  down   the  elation  of  spirits  hood,  the  enthusiastic  admirer  of  lat- 

which  made  rest  impossible.       Ami  er  deeds,  who  thought  me  a  miracle 

truly,    if   ever   a  man    had   apology  of  talent  because  at  Addiscombo   I 

f«»r  exaltation  of  feeling,   I  was  that  achieved  a  moderate  place  in  the  ar- 

* '■■'..     Relieved  from  a  hopeless  state  tillery,    and   regarded   my  first  ap- 

ol'  debt,  with  the  ban  of  exile  attach-  pointment  to  the  Horse  Artillery  as 

ing  to  it;  possessor  of  a  handsome  a  special  testimony  to  my  surpassing 

fortune,  and  the  prettiest  girl  in  the  merits  as  a  soldier,  much  as  if  such 

world  for  a  wife,  whose  sweet  face  a   thing   had   never   happened   to  a 

had  never  for  an  instant  been  clouded  subaltern  before — she,  alas!  was  no 

by   a   shade   of  ill  temper,  and  all  longer  hero  to  partake  of   the  good 
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fortune  which   would  luivr-  «ralilh'i.l 

Ihb  'Mil  mow  Umh  ^  Hid  me,     Nor 

i:,.i  l  .1  :  Ingle  near  relation.  Kvn'it 
sloek  of  that  commodity  in  I'lii^lurid 
w.i..  limited  I"  her  younger  sister  tuid 
[he  hvi)  nuiiih.'ii  AtintH  in  I  In:  emintry  ; 
and  is  wo  had  eovno  almost  hb  fast  as 
tlni  mails,  we  had  not  written  before- 
li;iini  tn  announce  the  specific,  date 
of  arrival.  The  first  Impulse  with 
ifttl  men  returning  to  England] 
mdd  Inwe  i"''1"  to  send  for  their 
fetters,  ,,L|1  '  !lil1  not  expect  any: 
!l,.'  in ii .1  l>>  go  of!'  to  their  clubs,  but 
I  iii'1  e  i  ■  -»  x<a  belong  to  one.  Notex- 
MOttag  to  eoma  home,  my  name  had 
Met  pUI  down  at  the  Union  Jack 
Dtilj  hIihiiI  m'Viti  j  iiiv.i  before,  and 
iOVOttld  mil  come  up  for  ballot  for 
some  tUBO  yet.  In  default  of  this, 
attraction,  I  ben!  my  steps  towards 
Westminster,  and  strolled  into  the 
gnat  ball.  The  portals  at  the  'end 
apparently  lay  Open  to  the  public, 

judging  from  the  numbers  of  comers 
and  goers;  nnd  although  a  police- 
mutt  made  lit  first  a  feint  "f  (topping 
me,  I  was  allowed  tn  proceed  up  in 
what  1  had  no  difficulty  in  recog- 
nising, frniH  .iivi.ll  -known  engraving 
as  the  lobby  of  tlio  House  of  CorfT 
mons.  Although  It  wan  nearly  ten 
o'clock,  the  piece  was  pretty  full  of 
people  pottering  about— much  is  one 
would  expect  to  km  them  outside  a 
court-house  while  wn.it in);  for  a  ver- 
dict in  an  interesting  trial.  Mem- 
bers were  coming  In  and  out,  and, 
i.li. ,i,U  to  pftotography,  it  wan  easy 

tn  distinguish  severu J  <if  (he  ecMj- 
rit.ii- .-:.  Mr.  Morrilicld,  among  others, 
paused  out  towards  some  mysterious 
sidcrnuui  in  eager  conversation  with 
another  member;  and  shortly  after- 
ward. Mr.  Uraham,  large,  "solemn, 
mstorious,  "'id  well-dressed;  but  all 
of  them  looking,  strange  to  e»y, 
much  liln-  ether  human  boings. 

I  noSeod  what  teemed  an  inoon- 
drunn--  future  in  this  elaborately- 
decorated  hull,  a  shabby  stall  in  the 
comer,    whereon  were   displayed   a. 
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plateful  of  conventional  buna,  » 

lmvrholosonie-hnpl.iii!;   pot 
portions  nf  rice-pudding,  nf  Uie  kin 
ill  nil'eetad  by  schoolboys,  diitrih 
ed  in  shabby  tea-cuna,    The  not 
of    supplying    refreshments    li>   \ 
weary  lobby-waiters  was  apj 
a   happy   afterthought,    which 
not  Kii^est.'il  itself  tn  the  archiM 
but   had    been   left    for   snbse, 
enii-  ii|vr:i1i"ii     In    mipply,     the 
tinetion    proper  betweBQ    the   ' 
order    of    beings    for    whose   I 
they  were  furnished,  and  the  haojn 
mortals  to  whom  these  charmed  p 
tals  are  open,  being  properly  (ti 
by  the   quality  of  the  V 

yet,  sorely  then'  Is  I 

face,  that  shnjsry  i-yehrns  a: 
cious  mouth,  of  tlio  tall  iihoi 

nd  man  who,  bannj  fatt  I 

portion  of  pork  pie  and  a  te«-<    , 

pudding,  Bnlshea  liii  a; 

per  « iiii  -i  i-iTi.-ii  ii. 

of  bottled  ale      To  t 

bo   ho  is  worth   the  price  of  a  gl 

of  sherry.      "Ye*,"   said    the  * 

who  served  it,   "that  la  tin  1 

Honourable  Thomas  Sionick. 

of  course,   thin  is   the  member*'  r 

freshmenl    stall,    but   any   jirira 

fiarly  is  allowed   tn  make  use  uf 
ikeiviw."      Well.  th.-n.  fi.t.ni.il  M 
istcrs  am  evidently  just  like  on' 
ary  mortals,  except  that  they  * 
to   be    blessed    with    extraordins 
digestions ;    and    1    wondered    hit 
much  of  the  damage  set  down  tit  It 
wear    and    tear     of     Parliaments 
life  mnat  roallj  be  dm 
members  play  with   t.h.  ii      ;■-.- 
Hot  while  pondering  on  the  in* 
grufty  of  this  shabby    stall  in  t 
splendid   lobby,    and   the   fact   Ui 
the  assembly   which  professoa  to  B 
mihlster  all  the  affairs  of  the  natk 
could  not.  do  better  for  the  S 
ajine   of   its  own   body   than  sup. 
pork-pies   and  currant-buns,   a  l 
i    ■  ■  eri  'i ■■! 

and  liii:  unl'ieliers  Ut  tbfUf  UI 

nionlonsly  Into  an  outer  lull, 
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uOnly  fancy,"  said  some  one  by  "Well,  I  don't  know,"  said  the 

in  e,  "  a  division  on  old  Falconer's  mo-  old  gentleman;  "I  suspect  there  is 

tion,  and  here  is  half-past  ton  ;  I  doubt  not   much   use  beginning  with  this 

if  the  bill  will  come  ou  to-night."  sort  of  work  at  my  time  of  life ;  but 

Just  then  I  noticed  a  gentleman,  clearly  the  world  is  divided  into  two 

who,   having    advanced    confidently  classes — the  men  who  are  in  Parlia-. 

up     the     hall,     was     ignominiously  ment,   and   the  men  who  are   not 

thrust  on  one  side  by  a  burly  police-  But  if  a  few  young  fellows  like  you, 

man,  and   on  his   turning  round,   I  now,  who  know  all  the  ins  and  outs 

recognised    a    personage    who    had  of  army  business,  were  to  get  into 

lately   held   an   exalted   position    in  the  House,  there  would  be  some  use 

India,  next  only  indeed  to  the  Lord  in  it     It's   quite  distressing  to  sec 

High  Commissioner's,  the  dispenser  the  ignorance  thore  is  about  military 

of    unlimited    patronage,    the    con-  affairs.     I  have  no  doubt  there  will 

iirmer  of  sentences  on  evil-doers,  the  be  any  quantity  of  nonsense  talked 

preceded  on  public  occasions  by  four  to-night" 

aides-de-camp.  "  \V hat, then,  is  the  debate  about  V% 

li  Ha !  Captain  West,"  said,  he  on  said  I,  blushing  at  his  chance  allu- 

rccognising    me,    "  have    you  come  sion  to  my  secret  desires, 

homey      (Had  to   meet   you  again.  " The  second  reading  of  the  Army 

You  see,"  said  he,  smiling,  "  Parlia-  Bill,    to  be  sure  (army  bills  are  a 

mentary  oflicials  are  no  respecter  of  standing  dish   nowadays)— that    is, 

persons.     They  act  as  if  they  repre-  if  there  is  time  for  it  to  come  on  to- 

sented    the  authority  of  the  nation,  night." 

and   were    responsible    to    nobody.  Just  then  the  strangers  began  to 

This  is   the   sort  of  thing  wo  must  move  in  again,   and  so   Sir   Philip 

expect  all  round  when  the  days  of  a  passed  on,  while  I,  much   ruminat- 

republie  come  upon  us."  ing,   turned   my   steps    homewards. 

"  So  it  serins,  indeed,"  1  replied ;  Clearly  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost, 

"but  I  suppose  your  Excellency"  (ex-  if  my  castle  in   the  air  is  ever  to 

cuse  my  blunder,  but  1  was  forget-  become  a  reality,  after  all  the  risks, 

ting  we  are  not  still  in  India)  "means  too,  that  have  been  run  on  account 

to  find  a  place  here  before  long  r"  of  it. 


CHAPTER   IX. — OX    BUSINESS. 

Next  morning  wc  felt  inclined  to  ance   with   Messrs.  Patcrson  &   Co. 

dally  an  indefinite  time  over  break-  There  was  a  difficulty  at  first  as  to 

fast  (and   I   am   bound   to   say   the  what  to  do  for  Eva,  who  had  never 

attendance  at  the  Bclgravia  is  com-  been  left  alone  for  so  long  since  wc 

pet  cut  to  work  up  to  any  point  of  were  married ;  but  she  declared  un- 

dilatoriiiess  on  the  part  of  the  visit-  packing  would  be  full    occupation, 

orsi,  the  sense  of  rest  after  the  jour-  and  then  Sybil  and  her  aunts  had 

ney  was  so  great,  and  the  pleasure  to  be  written  to ;  so  it  was  agreed 

of  watching  Eva,   now  beginning  to  she  should  remain  at  the  hotel  while 

look    fresh    and    bright    again,    no  I   went  to  the  city,  and  that  then 

longer    oppressed    and  weary  with  we  would  go  shopping  together  in 

travel.     But  business  must  be  done,  the  afternoon — for  of    course    Eva 

The  first  thing  in  this  way  was  of  also   wanted  a  lot    of    things — and 

course  to  visit  one's  tailor,  the  next  wind  up  by  a  visit  to  the  opera  in 

to  go  to  the  city  and  make  acquaint-  (he  evening. 


649  -■!  '/>",■  B&m 

Ah  roc !  There  is  a  melancholy 
pleasure  in  recalling  the  sweet  anx- 
iety of  these  first  days  of  our  Eng- 
lish honeymoon  !  Affairs  of  state 
have  taken  far  less  trouble  to  settle 
than  the  little  detail*  which  had 
now  to  be  arranged  front  hour  to 
hour  for  my  young  wife's  comfort 
and  our  joint  pleasure.  A  summons 
to  Windsor  h\s  caused  less  escite- 
m.'iil  tfrtu  did  the  anticipation  of 
111!;-;  lirst  visi!  to  the  opera. 

A  visit  to  St.  James's  Street,  where 
the  pressing  requirements  had  t«  fie 
supplied  which  every  man  must 
nwii  who  has  not  had  the  run  of  a 
tailor's  shop  for  a  dozen  years,  and 
a  call  at  a  music- seller's  for  the  opera 
tickets,  made  it  noon  when  I  got  tn 
(i  race  church  Street,  and  I  confess  to 
feeling  some  perturbation  as  I  drew 
near  lo  (lie  lawyer*'  chambers,  and 
to  a  sensation  of  relief  on  seeing  the 
name  of  I'aterson,  Hcrrics,  A  Crouch, 
eompicuous  on  one  of  a  number  of 

Elates.  [,t  the  OrJWttM  tt  a  latre 
lock  of  B*W  oSlces.  I  had  taken 
F S j ■  [.■..■'uli.iii  of  sending  word 
early  in  the  monlng  by  a  meesetv- 

gnr  'of  my  intended  viwil,  and   found 

Mr.    l';n.-i  ■■■..■in,  waiting   to  receive  me  ; 

a  little  elderly  man  with  a  slightly 
Scotch  accent,  a  shrewd  faea,  o 
rather  slow  numricr,  and  a  very  ob- 
vious wig.  After  a  few  minutes 
qtnt  (WW  impiiries  about  Eva'w 
health,  our  voyagi\  »nd  so  fnrth,  we 
fell  ut  once  to  thr  business  in  hand, 
mid  tn?  proceuded  to  explain  various 
particulars  about  tnv  uncle  and  my 

npOMtfam  ti.  hla  roi-iuiic.    The*  had 

hO'.'tl      ft  l.-tli  I  .     I'r.HIl      ll..vlin.»l.      Il      till 

!.'.■'■:    having  bean  arftclM  pupln 

|    '  ll.-       ■'!.    ■  : My  MIL.l.     lellnHrr! 

the  profession  for  some  years,  hut 
ign  op  practice  a>  inheriting  a  for- 
tune of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  in 
Hi  BO)  ;>]■»  from  an  uncle.  Krom 
tills  time  he  retained  an  office  in  the 
clly,  hut,  his  principal  employment 
was  ilabliling  in  shares  anil  seeurir 
lies,  a  prDOMU    which  alibrded   him 


it,  and  bj  v.  hi-  h 
rally  made  a  few  hundreds  a-vear. 
The  increase  in  his  fortune  was,  how- 
ever, mainly  duo  to  the  savings  re- 
sulting from  economical  hahits  ;  ami 
when  he  died  tt  was  considerably 
more  than  double  the  original  *i 
distributed  arnnnj;  ati  immense  ' 
ioty  of  investments.  Thus  had  b 
passed  a  thoroughly  respectable,  a 
it  must  be  added,  useless  life- 
creations  in  the  share  market  b 
diversified  by  Hie  occupation  of  a  . 
**  ig   on   the   Thames,    a   pursuit   I 
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sired  this,  but  was  in  doubt  about  too  late,  for  not  having,  as  the 
the  disposition  of  his  property,  younger  of  the  two,  made  advances 
What,  I  asked,  were  his  general  to  him.  But  as  the  case  stood, 
ideas,  as  to  dividing  it  among  rel-  surely  an  old  friend  had  better 
atives  or  leaving  it  to  one  heir?  claims  than  an  unknown  relative ? 
"Well,  he  said,  he  rather  thought  4I  That  is  a  fair  question,"  said  Mr. 
of  bequeathing  it  among  various  Paterson;  ubut  1  should  not  have 
charities.  About  this  we  had  a  liked  your  uncle  to  think  that  any 
good  deal  of  discussion,  and  I  op-  feeling  about  his  inheritance  might 
posed  the  idea  strongly.  After  some  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  our  in- 
time,  when  pressed  on  the  point,  he  timacy.  And,1'  he  added, ,  with  a 
said  that,  so  far  as  he  knew,  he  had  shrewd  smile,  "  as  perhaps  the  assur- 
no  near  relations  other  than  your-  anco  from  an  old  lawyer  that  ho 
self;  and  he  told  me  for  the  first  has  as  much  money  as  he  wants 
time  who  you  were.  1  then  said  I  may  be  received  with  suspicion,  I 
thought  it  was  the  natural  and  pro-  may  add  that  I  don't  think  your 
per  tiling  to  specify  you  as  his  heir,  uncle  would  have  left  me  his  pro- 
as in  fact  you  would  have  been  if  perty,  even  if  I  had  proposed  it. 
there  had  been  no  will.  lie  did  We  were  very  good  friends,  but  not 
not  at  first  seem  to  like  the  idea ;  quite  so  thick  as  that, 
and  at  last,  when  I  kept  him  to  the  u  Well,  to  resume.  That  day 
point,  by  a<ked  petulantly,  "What  nothing  was  settled  ;  and  the  follow- 
claim  you  had  on  him,  or  what  ing  day,  which  was  a  Saturday,  I 
you  had  done  to  deserve  a  fortune  ?  went  down  again  to  Twickenham 
I  replied  that  your  estrangement  to  stay  over  the  Sunday  with  him. 
from  him  had  been  very  much  his  Your  uncle  was  still  very  ill,  although 
own  doing,  and  that  there  was  no  up  and  dressed  every  day;  and  it 
reason  to  suppose  he  would  not  have  seemed  doubtful  if  he  would  get 
come  to  esteem  you,  if  you  had  be-  over  the  attack.  "We  did  not  speak 
come  better  acquainted.  You  must  about  the  will  till  the  Sunday  even- 
not  suppose,"  added  Mr.  Paterson,  ing,  when  he  broached  the  subject 
drily,  "that  \  was  particularly  pre-  himself.  lie  had  been  thinking  a 
pos>e>sed  in  your  favour,  for"  (bow-  good  deal  about  it,  he  said,  and  con- 
ing slightly  and  smiling)  ""  I  had  not  sidered  that  on  the  whole  it  would 
then  the  pleasure  of  knowing  you;  be  better  to  leave  the"  money  in  his 
but,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  family.  He  felt  doubts,  however, 
money  l<:ft  to  charities  is  often  as  about  you,  knowing  nothing  of  your 
good  as  wasted,  and  1  think,  too,  it  history  since  }rou  went  out  to  India. 
is  more  proper  in  every  way,  and  You  might  be  a  spendthrift  or  worse, 
tends  to  prevent  trouble  and  litiga-  Excuse  my  plain  speaking,  but  I 
tion,  that  people  should  leave  their  want  you  to  understand  exactly 
property  among  their  family."  how  matters  stood.  "Well,  [  said, 
I  ventured,  interrupting,  to  ask  I  suppose  one  can  find  out  all  about 
why  he  did  not  suggest  that  he  him  at  the  Horse  Guards.  1  will 
himself  should  be  successor  to  the  make  inquiries  there,  if  you  wish,  on 
property.  He  had  at  least  as  much  the  understanding  that  if  you  arc 
claim  on  my  uncle's  consideration  answered  satisfactorily,  I  have  your 
as  any  one  else,  certainly  more  than  authority  to  prepare  the  will  in  hia 
I  had.  I  could  not  express  too  favour.  He  agreed  to  this,  and  I 
strongly  my  feeling  that  my  succcs-  took  a  note  of  instructions  regarding 
sion  was  wholly  undeserved,  and  I  some  small  bequests  to  bo  included 
blamed   myself   now,    when   it   was  in  the  draft.     I   came  up   to   town 


BCZI  FU'T-ni.r.'  boiOM  In'  v.  .>■■  All  "' 
bed,  mid  went  straight  to  the  llorne 
Guards,  They  referred  iw  there 
'o  the  ;ii1jniuri(-jrcricral  of  artillery, 
1  il.i.il.  wwtho  tinma  ofthpotHrj.il, 

into     nhow    room      1     MM     itiOWa. 

This  gentleman  appeared  to  fauny  f 

lin'1  ■■ !i!n>ut  Kiipiic  claim  against 

you,  for  he  was  very  curl  at  first, 
and  Bail!  il  wait  no  part  of  Horse 
Guards'  work  to  collect  officers'  debts ; 
but  (  ciplumcd  how  matters  stood, 
and  that  u  rich  relation  desired  to 
make  u  testamentary  disposition  in 
your  favour,  provided  he  should  get 
satisfactory  ansurnnc.es  us  to  yon* 
character,  and  the  officer  eventually 

beiuinie  xery  frank  ami  Bomtnunion* 
KM  Hi  BW  W>t  know  you  per- 
sonally, ho  said,  but  bo  was  able  to 
Kivo  a  wry  good  account  of  yon. 

Tin-  tn-t  iiiiHif  i  .but  you  stood  well 
with  the  authorities 


that   ; 


IftJM     Die    junior    second 


.-siptaiii  [>  that  tlio  rigfet  numer) 
in  the  regiment  sen-inn  with  the 
BnrM  Artillery.  I  eaked  il  be  i  ould 
My  whether  yon  were  married ;  nod 
a  clerk  who  *n  referred  to  produced 
I  bi ■■■  r. ■■■  i ■  i cr  which  replied  in  the 
negative,  1  thought  your  uncle 
■OttU  Ni  (.leased  to  know  this,  be- 
i'.:i ■■in- .  ;■  1 1  bath  did,  to  the  fra- 
ternity of  bachelors;  botyou  seethe 
register  only  dealt  with  things  in 
am*,  ant  with  futurity. 

■'  V,  e!l,  the  long  and  short  of  the 
etory  is,  tlmt  (  look  Hit-  lirst  oppor- 
tunity of  going  down  to  Twicken- 
UII  Ifitb  ihe  draft;  your  luido 
»;i,.  Mtbfiod,  »i'l  the  will  was  pre- 
pared and  duly  executed  a  few  days 
utter.  Your  uncle  got  over  this  at- 
tack, and  might  have  been  alive 
Mow,  but  for  imprudence  in  Ruing 
Hit  puiil-li«liing  0B*  cold  day  In  Ihe 
hegitininir  of  Hatch,  'fhi-  sraaaal 
on  another  stiaek  of  bronchitis 
which  carried  him  off  almost  in  a 
few  hours.  I  was  down  in  Scot- 
land at  the  time,  and  did  not  re- 
ceive hi*  housekeeper's  loiter  till  lie 


c,:—J',n-t  It!. 

wt  i  dead,     ■■■ 

about  your  uncle  at  IMWR  ' 
we    shall    bavc    plenty    of 
tunitioa    for    doing   thai,    but    you 
will  want  to  know  first  abed   the 
will.     Well,    I   fell  it  little   aa«kH 
lust  be  should  have  altered  it, 
be    ma  so    mud)    ii 

of  constantly  chunking  his  invoe 
menu  from  one  thing  to  aiioth« 
that  there  VU  a  likelihood  be  wigl 
begin   to   play   with  bis   will    in  tl 

Mate  way ;  but  perhaps  be  wou 
scarcely    have    done    ibis    without 

consulting  me,  and  in  fact  the.  « 
\v!t:i  found  intact.  There  i* 
of  Ihe  interest  on  live  thousand 
pounds  to  a  cousin  in  ":  lotl  i  wl 
maiden  lady,  whom  be  used  tu  rial 
occasionally  when  he  (real  (B#j 
there;  and'  titer,'  [g  a  be.(|in--t.  "t  j 
thousand  pounds  to  mo 
which  will  repay  mo  for  my  troubl. 
in  the  matter :  und  Hicru  arc  suitable 
legacies  to  bis  three  servants,  i 
the  rest  of  the  property  is  left  a 
solutely  to  yon.  with,  so  far  as  1  n 
hoc,  no  elurge  upon  it,  e'|uitahla  u 
otherwise." 

Mr.  PatersOQ  then  went  into  de- 
tails. The  property  was  being 
scheduled,  and,  so  far  aa  could  he 
told  vet,  the  itri"«ciit  no 
erebly  exceeded  the  sum  previously 
advised,  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred a-year ;  but  a  ftnod  many  of 
the  iaveafxaeciU  were  of  u  si 
gpeealatlN  kind,  vhioh  a 
quire  constant  watching:  nud  they 
were  so  numerous  and  scatteeedi 
that  ii  Mould  take  up  my  whole 
time  to  look  altar  them,  ««  it  did 
my  uncle's,  if  I  went  into  the  b 
nes*  myself,  or  else  involve  a  heavy 
charge  for  agency,  and  very  posa""- 
re-iill  in  losses!  The  house  : 
} n if v  at  Twickenham  was  a  g 
investment,  the  leases  having  long 
terms  to  run  ;  at  any  rato  there  wax 
no  need  to  be  in  n  hurry  about  if" 
vurtuig  it:  but  Mr.  I'litcmon  roeo 
uieudeil  a  gradual   consolidation   of 
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the  scattered  share  investments  into  place,  but  still  I  have  always  been 
a  few  good  securities,  railway  dc-  given  to  understand  that  army  offi- 
bentures,  guaranteed  India  railway  cers  are  disposed  to  be  rather  free 
stock,  and  so  forth.  This  would  with  their  money;  anyhow,  young 
reduce  the  income  somewhat,  but  married  people  are  certainly  given 
would  render  the  property  secure  and  that  way  sometimes,  so  1  would  just 
manageable.  lie  had  taken  upon  venture  to  say  that  people  will 
himself  lo  let  the  house  at  Twickcn-  always  find  it  much  easier  to  expand 
ham  furnished  for  the  summer,  as  in  their  way  of  living  than  to  pull 
he  thought  I  should  prefer  living  in  in,  and  that  it  is  just  as  easy  within 
London  at  first,  or  travelling.  Then  certain  bounds  to  live  on  any  given 
about  the  succession  and  residuary  sum  as  on  double  the  amount.  So 
duties.  To  pay  these  and  the  pro-  far  as  my  experience  goes,  tho  people 
bate  out  of  the  estate  would  cause  on  good  incomes  find  just  as  much 
a  sensible  permanent  reduction  of  difficulty  to  keep  within  their  mean** 
income,  and  although  this  was  the  as  those  who  are  only  moderately 
way  in  which  legatees  usually  settled  well  otF.  In  fact,  if  it  wasn't  the 
the  matter,  lie  would  nevertheless  well-to-do  folks  who  get  into  trouble 
venture  to  sugircst  that  the  amount  about  moncv  matters  us  well  as  the 
of  the  duly  should  be  repaid  to  the  poor,  we  lawyers  should  often  have 
estate  by  a  loan,  which  could  bo  a  slack  time  of  it.  Everything  de- 
easily  raised  at  a  low  rate  on  the  pends  on  the  scale  on  which  you 
security  available,  to  be  paid  off  out  make  a  beginning." 
of  income  in,  say,  four  or  five  years.  In  conversation  of  this  kind  an 
This  would  be  the  prudent  course,  hour  and  a  half  passed  very  quickly, 
"  You  will  find  it  quite  as  easy,"  said  during  which,  notwithstanding  its 
Mr.  Palerson,  "to  live  on  two  thou-  absorbing  interest,  1  could  not  but 
sand  five  hundred  or  three  thousand  be  sensible  of  the  drollery  of  the 
a  year  as  on  the  larger  income ;  and  situation,  in  that  a  poor  beggar  like 
the  increase,  accruing  gradually  as  the  me,  whose  connection  with  the 
charge  is  paid  olf,  will  come  in  very  banking  interest  had  hitherto  been 
suitably  should  your  family  expenses  limited  to  the  anxious  provision  of 
increase  by-and-by."  As  to  the  funds  the  monthly  quotas  on  my  humblo 
for  present-  purposes,  it  would  take  loan,  should  now  be  gravely  discus- 
some  time  to  schedule  the  estate  and  sing  the  comparative  advantages  of 
make  it  over  to  me,  but  in  tho  investing  in  the  London  and  White- 
mean  time  I  could  of  course  draw  hall  or  the  Metropolitan  and  Pro- 
what  was  necessary.  Perhaps  tho  vincial  Bank,  and  other  financial  pro- 
best  plan  would  be  to  open  an  ac-  blems  of  the  like  sort.  But  although 
count  with  Sturrock's,  with  whom  the  office  was  a  large  one  and  full  of 
the  firm  banked.  I  had  already  clerks,  no  one  came  in  to  inter- 
drawn  a  thousand  pounds,  but  there  nipt  us,  and  the  old  gentleman 
was  still  a  balance  of  dividends  at  did  not  seem  to  be  in  any  hurry, 
credit  of  the  current  account  of  the  I  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Roberts, 
estate,  and  of  course  there  would  be  the  managing  clerk — the  two  part- 
no  difficulty  about  expenditure  nd  ners  were  both  absent — and  rc- 
ihtrrim.  "Only,"  said  the  old  turned  to  lunch  at  the  hotel  with 
gentleman,  u  I  hope  you  will  allow  a  very  vivid  sensation  of  regret, 
me  to  take  the  liberty  of  offering  a  amid  all  the  excitement  created  by 
caution  on  this  head.  Of  course  I  this  verification  of  the  first  news  of 
do  not  know  but  what  my  advice  my  good  fortune,  that  my  uncle's 
may  be  quite  superfluous  and  out  of  strange  cynicism  made  it  impossible 
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to  feel  that  affection  for  his  memory 
I  would  fain  have  accorded  to  it, 
and  that  bis  bequest  had  not  come  to 
me  froin  personal  intimacy  and  re- 
gard instead  of  a  cold,  sense  of  family 
duty.  1  confess  also,  nod  not  with- 
out shame,  to  an  uncomfortable  sen- 
sation while  reflecting  that,  until 
;' ■'■  i,.  ■  iran  dafiM  ware  paid,  and 
hi*  control  a*  executor  over  the  es- 
htr  coiiclm led,  ii  hi.;.  111  Mr.  Paler- 
JHHfj  |,i,v.<r  li>  walk  off  to  America 
iviili  tlie  whole  of  my  uncle's  pro- 
perty. 

That  afternoon  Kva  and  I  went 
(shopping,  fur,  having  come  from 
India,  Sat  had  of  course  nothing 
to  wear;  ami  a  ilond  street  mil- 
liner had  accordingly  the  sntisfnc- 
lion  of  Raring  one  or  two  of  her  bon- 
nets and  other  matters  of  ornamental 
apparel  set  oil'  in  ■  mwiet  irhrth 
mini  kfTt  mads  the  young  lady 
who  acted  «s  lay -figure  to  the  estab- 
lishment feel  henceforward  her  own 
complete  Incompetence  for  the  post. 
Wc  then  drove  to  the  1'ark,  and 
i"'ik  stats  in  the  drive  and 
watched  llie  |n-n.-<'-.-i'm  of  carriages. 
V.vn  U;«\  ni.'vi.'.rlH'i'ii  in  l.i>iidniilnjliin.<, 

am  for  an  hour  or  so  while  passing 
through;    arid    BKSOpt   that   she  de- 

.!■  iv. j  Ii  i  ii-lf  :i  itmiiicd  of  tier  bon- 
net, which,  having  been  made  in 
India,  partook  of  last  year's  fashion 
— an  anxiety  quite  needless,  for  any- 
'  I    have  looked   becoming 

00  tw — sh«    (.'ivallv      nijoycd     tin- 

:,  ;-  ii-i-ininiv  to  a  new- 
comer   the    most    striking    one    in 

town.  Simple  pleasures  often  please 
most  Hut  (be  result  of  the  shop- 
pin;;  iiml  walking  cim  Lined  was 
that  she  returned  to  (In  hotel  so 
;.■!,  ■,..  i  i-i.,1  faint  u  (0  bf  unable 
to  hit  up  to  dinner,  and  tbo  opera 
|M|    out    of    the    ipici.lion.      Clearly 

Qm    effects  of   thai  horrid  journey 

had    not    been    overcome    yet,  ami 

much  care  and  net  were  needed  to 

■.    ,-rile   wife  In  her  health. 

1  ought  of  course  to  hate  called  in 


refinement V  He  went  away  bavins; 
engaged  us  to  (line  at  his  b"une  Ik* 
fnllotving  day ;  nnd  bearing  Kia  §t" 
that  she  was  fond  of  music,  tha  d' 
nor  was  fixed  for  sii  o'clock,  in 
Hint  wo  might  all  go  to  Connl  0 
den  afterwards.  Hut  one  little  c. 
plication oo n't    Mr,] 

beginning   to  speak  to  Rn  about  ir, 

■"'I      I    fortune,   which   aho,  i 

think,  took  at  first  to  be  meant  as  a 
compliment  to  her,  whereon  I  inw 
rnpted  him  by  Hying,  "Mr.  l*ar> 
soo.  Kva,  is  managing  some  pro 
perlv     which     li'i".   I>cen    left    to    in 

(ftttlT,  about  which  I  will  speak  t 

foil  by -and -by ;"  and  hi-  l»|  I* 
int  and  stopped  talking  on  tl 
l"|iir,  Iml  !  Could  diaeerti  an  « 
prcssion  of  amused  *urpri*e  on  ti 
face.  n~.  lunch  aw  In  ';iv.  In,u  em 
alt  this  affection  with  so  UttU  e 
Menei  !  Bui  hniaod  tinn  I  ■  I  l 
littlo    opportunity  during   the  jour- 
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ney  to  talk  about  business,  Eva  hav-  "  There  is  nothing,  my  darling  " 

ing  been  too  weak  and  ill  to  take  an  (this  "  after  compliments,"  as  they 

interest  in  such  things ;  and  so  the  say  in  the  preamble  of  an  Eastern 

idea  had  taken  root  to  say  nothing  letter),    "  between  your  wishes  and 

about  it  then,    but  to  keep  the  an-  your  conscience.     I  think  our  purse 

nouncement  for  a  little  surprise  on  will  stand  as  many  opera  tickets  as 

our  arrival.  you  are  likely  to  want,  and  you  can't 

Accordingly,    after  Mr.    Paterson  dress  too  nicely  to  please  your  old 

was  gone,  1   fold   Eva  that  the  pro-  husband  ;  and  as  for  the  presents  for 

perty   he   had   referred  to  had  just  your  sister  and  aunts,  let  us  go  out 

come  to  me  from  an  uncle,  and  was  and  choose  them  this  very  morning." 

very   considerable,    and  in  fact  had  u  But  where  was  the  property  ?" 

quite  made  a  change  in  my  position  Eva  asked ;   u  and  was  there  a  nice 

and   plans   in   life.     This   indeed,   I  house  on  it  ?"      I  explained  that  it 

added,    was   the    pleasant    business  was  not  landed  property,  but  shares 

which   has   brought  us  home.     Eva  and  suchlike  investments,   some  of 

was  naturally  delighted  at  this  news ;  them  more  or  less  risky,  and  which 

she   had   always   fancied,    she  said,  ought  to  be  converted  as  soon  as  pos- 

that  the  business  was  something  to  sible  into  more  substantial  securities; 

do   with   the   Horse   Guards,  which  and,    in  fact,    that   this    conversion 

officers  were  always  talking  about  was  the  principal  business  on  hand. 

41  But  have  you  really  got  as  much  "  Oh !  I  never  shall  be  able  to  un- 

money  as  you  want?     Mamma  told  derstand  all  about  that/'  said  Eva; 

mo   that  all   artillery    officers   were  "but  I  thought  a  property  always 

dreadfully  poor,   and  that  I  should  meant  a  house   and  grounds.     Mr. 

have  to  be  very  careful  and  saving,  Drew  and  Mr.  Bamfylde,  and  all  the 

and   think   about   every  farthing    I  gentlemen  of  property  about  Leath- 

spent  on  dress  and  everything  else,  erby,  all  have  houses  and  grounds, 

and   I  felt  horribly  anxious  yester-  But  I  suppose  you  will  buy  a  house, 

day  after  the  shopping,  when  I  saw  and  grounds  with  a  pretty  garden, 

what   a   lot   of    money   you    paid."  by-and-by,   won't  you  ?     It  will  be 

But  should   I   leave  the  army  V  she  so  nice  to  have  a  pretty  flower-garden 

hoped  not.       She  admired  her  hus-  ail  of  our  own." 

band,  she  was  pleased  to  say,  in  his  A  dissertation  was  thereupon  com- 

unifonn,  and   it  was  so  nice  having  menced,  with  all  the  authority  due 

pretty  chargers  to  ride.  to  my  recently-acquired   knowledge 

I  explained  that  there  would  be  on   the   subject,   regarding  the  loss 

time  enough   to  think  about  leaving  arising  in  the  transfer  of  investments 

the  army,  or  staying  in  it,  a  couple  from  superior  stocks  to  land,by  reason 

of    years    hence,    when    my    leave  of    the   smaller    interest  obtainable 

would   come   to   an    end;   and   that  from  the  latter  species  of  security,  but 

meantime   we   could  look  about  us,  the  pretty  listener  did  not  appear  to 

and  frame  a  scheme  of  life.  follow  me,  and  tried  in  vain  fo  seem 

u()h,  how  charming!"  said  Eva,  interested  in  the  matter,  so  I  put  off 
with  two  of  the  prettiest  hands  in  initiating  her  further  into  the  mys- 
the  world  resting  crossed  on  my  teries  of  my  affairs  till  a  more  con- 
shoulder ;  "then  it  won't  be  wicked  venient  season.  It  would  clearly 
extravagance  to  go  to  the  opera,  and  bo  premature  to  bother  her  little 
to  get  some  proper  dresses,  and  to  head  with  such  matters  at  present 
buy  Syb  and  my  aunts  and  Mary 

Drew  something  nice  to  take  down  uNo   letter  from  your  sister    or 

to  Loatherby  :"  aunts  this  morning?"      I  asked  next 


Ifey    »t  l.M«kf!lSl.         "\\  'I,:'!     .Till    l.-i 
ri:i|,j„  lii-i    ih:.|    thrl     iLm'I    hi  it.-  ■.-" 


will  you  say  1     I'm  afraid  ii'a  nil  tny 
■-.iiii  for  ■  ;  rtt  bai  in;:  n  i  Itten  ' 

"  Nl.I,  h  ntl.eii  '.  Veil  don't  DMAS 
to  nay  that  you've  not  let  them 
Uinnv  nf  dot  arrival !  I  thought 
mat  wrote  Ihe  firs!  morning  we  wm 

here,  while  I  went  into  llii!  city  r" 

"On  JT*8|  I  fully  ititendud  to; 
lint  HiOTi,  yon  know,  I  mi  uotuwk- 
illg,  Mid  ihcn  I  got  so  tired  and  lind 
to  lie  down,  rod  then  yon  came 
buck,  mid  then  wo  wen.  I  out  to- 
gether, you  know,  and  then  I  was 

ho    uimill     in     I  lie    cvi.-niu:;,   ADC    nil 

■.-■..(.i.!:.,    there  really 


..tin   I  in  ver  mount  to  be." 

"  Well,     I    ,-ltoiilit    fear    both     she 

mi'I    y ■    mini,    imtj     i.i  I     n     litt.li> 

hurt,  when  llu-y  burn  that  we  have 
l,.,n    i hi <■.-    ilny*    in    Knglnnd,    itml 

',...-.  a  n sent  them  wen  .i  lino  to 

tell  them  of  it.  However,  the  beat 
i.iiini-  to  do  now,  in  to  telegraph  mid 
ttji  Sybil    to  come  up  and  join  us  at 

Bn  ins  raw  her  tunt  would 
never  allow  her  to  come.  Aunt 
Kmily  never  lot  any  of  the  girls  go 
away  from  honje  wilhnut  ucrotu- 
panying  them.  JJamuia'a  fmdruo- 
!;■■■, i-:  hr.ii  been  fee)  strict  on  thla 
.  i  ■ 

"  Very  good,  Qua,  Let  in  ■  A  dm 
of  your  aunts  to  come  up  too.  Wo 
.In-.olil  bo  delighted  iq  mvo  her,  and 

ivliV  fcliould   HOB  not   enjoy  a  vi.-it  to 

well  ii  :  her  niece  J" 

II     i,  mil. I     hull. ril    In'    t-]i;ii  iihii"    il 

.  i  i  i  ebJ|i  .-..iii.i  comenp,  Brtatid, 
hoi  ih*  ,.ii.i  not  think  either  at  them 
would  go  away  from  home  ju»t  now. 

I  Out  ll'huriil  never  went  anywhere, 
nnd  Aunt  Lmlly  oouU  "r|t  le»*e 
Mary  Drew.     Sim   wo*  typinlly   uer- 

-.1-       |ld     |U    ■,■-,-    Mi- 

,..!■'.  ■  ■ 


wr.— Fart  HI. 

effect  of  flurrying  them, 
tbe  telegram  tu  dul)  &   ,.■, ■.:,■■. 
and   Eva  went   to  her  TOOln    i.>  i.i.i 
her  letter,  resisting  nil  my  propoa-iU) 
that  she  should  uhc  the  dots  Qfl 
venient    writh  ■■  ttbll      i ■:■■■■■■■  ■  •' 
our  siLtiTi^-nnnii. 

That   evening  we  dbia 
1'atorson  at  hi*  house    in    Siickvlll 
Street,    u.    party    of     six    to    I 

open-Box,  ns  he  Mid,    npol 

for   tlie   entail  number  ol 

jowl,  us;  Mr  end  1  ■ 

young  lady,  a  pupil  nf  the  Rcynl    \e, 

demy   of  Music,  who  v 

ward   of  hi?,   and   regn 

very  fine  singer ;  hut  we  had  not  D 

opportunity  nf  hcarm;- 

tng.    Hemes  appeared  a  gpid  d 

younger  ihim  his  partner,  and  it  Vi 
different  sort  of  man,  with  dark  h 
and  beard,  aquiline  nose,  nod  >\ 
active  eyes  mounted  with  gpectei 
M>-.«.    liriii.-,  was  a  tali,  nuri 

woman,    with   a  re.fi 1   i |j 

chuly  face.     Although  the  dinMI  m 
fur    half  a  do/.cn    jut:  ...is.     il     v.... 

hero  served  (or  twenty.    J'hcre  e 

n     nccdhis    profusion 

wines,    and    waiters; 

we  wit  down  soon  after  six,  it  n 

l-aivtj    .jvi-i-    hi    l 

'I'll..  v..iihi-  l.iilh.i  lnil.li  [urtkrd  t 
Mr.  ileni'.'s  became  silent;  n" 
felt  thuriioclily  mi^ry  with  i  _ 
when  a  ilroll  thought  came  . 
my     hwid     Oiat     ponsihly    all 

dc ■Iralion     wm    :l    men     '  ' 

that    Mrs.    Herrion    wan   a    |_ 
accomplice    of    tho    sort    deserih* 
in   a  aeneation   novel,   and  that  tb 

Old    lawyer    bntl   inndc    his    plan*,  t 

atari  (..!■  ■■■•    ■  ■ 

Ur.  PatersDn,  nowerer,  huplty 


etidenily   fascinated  by    ICva's  I 
face  and   winning  manner*.  tV 
apjicar    tfi    find    the  tunu   at 
long,    bud    enjoyed    lii.f    party    I 

niiii  .;■,     ii.T.i"   the  pun  "'  i 

table  willi  great  ' 
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Mrs.  Henries   was  apparently  not  a  that  Cipriani   had   no   voice   left  to 

person     with     too    much     employ-  speak    of,    and    shaking;    her   head 

ment,  or  likely   to   be  soon   bored,  ominously    at    a    certain     doubtful 

However,    wc   pot  to   the   opera  at  shako   of    the    prima    donna.      Mr. 

last.      Mr.  Pater  son  had  secured  a  Paterson,  who   had  done  justice  to 

box  on  the  grand  tier  ;  and  although  his  good  dinner,  after  the  first  half- 

the   piece    happened  to   be   one   of  hour   went  fast  asleep ;   while   Mr. 

Verdi's  feeblest,    Kva's  gratification  Herries,  discovering  an  acquaintance 

at  this  her  first  visit  was  sufficiently  in  the  stalls,  went  down  and  spent 

evident,  albeit  she  was  not  given  to  the  evening  in  an  animated  convcr- 

bc    demon st rati ve   in   public,  and  I  sation  with  him  apparently  on  busi- 

found  sufficient  pleasure  in  admiring  ness.     We  returned  to  the  hotel  in 

her,    and   observing  the   admiration  great  spirits,  but  Eva  was  very  tired 

she  created.      The  young  lady  from  and    unfit    for   exertion    next    day. 

the   Royal    Academy — who,   by  the  These   amusements   must   evidently 

way,  was  very  well  looking  and  set  be  indulged  in  with  caution,  if  tho 

off  the  box  excellently — took  a  keen  recovery  of  her  strength  was  not  to 

professional  interest  in  the  perform-  be  retarded, 
ance,    informing    me    in   confidence 

JO  a 


CHATTEIi    X. — EXTENDS    MY    FAMILY    ACQUAINTANCE. 

As    Kva   had    foretold,    her   aunt  bid  us  good-bye.      "Only  think  that 

did    n<>t   prove   equal  to  the   emcr-  Mrs.  "West  should  have  been  brought 

gency   <>f    answering  by   telegram  ;  up  at  Lcatherby,  a  place  I  know  so 

but  she,  as  well  as  Sybil,  wrote  in  well.     The  fact  is  that  one  of  the 

reply   to  Eva's  letter  by  return  of  members,  Mr.  Sheepshanks,  is  a  very 

post ;    and,    as    she    also    foretold,  old  friend.     A  most  truly  excellent 

Sybil  was  not  to  be  allowed  to  join  man  ho  is,  indeed,    and   owns   half 

us.     Her  aunt  did  not  feel  at  liberty  the  town.     I  wish  you  could  know 

to  trust  her  away  from  home  without  him.      1    would    send   an    introduc- 

themselves,  nor  could  they  cither  of  tion   and    ask   Lim    to   call  and  sec 

them   accept    our   invitation;    Aunt  you,    but  that  1   know  it  would  bo 

Kmily  was  unwell,  and  Aunt  Hono-  of   no   use.       He    never   visits  any- 

ria   could   not   leave    home   just   at  where." 

present  (Aunt  Ilonoria  never  did  I  was  not  impressed  with  any 
leave  home,  Eva  said),  but  would  eager  longing  to  make  the  acquaint- 
not  we  go  down  at  once  and  stay  as  ance  of  the  excellent  Mr.  Sheep- 
long  as  we  could  spare  time  for  ?  shanks,  and  intimated  that  wo  could 
And  as  it  appeared  the  estate  would  bear  the  deprivation  with  resigna- 
not  be  scheduled  for  some  time,  and  tion;  but  we  promised  to  take  tho 
there  was  really  no  urgent  business  opportunity  to  go  over  his  factory, 
to  keep  us  in  town,  we  started  off  which  Mr.  Paterson  said  was  one  of 
a  day  or  two  afterwards,  not,  how-  the  largest  and  most  interesting  in 
ever,  before  we  had  promised  to  the  kingdom.  And  we  started  off 
occupy  Mr.  Paterson1  s  house  on  our  one  fine  morning  by  the  (jlouccster 
return,   instead  of   stopping  at   the  express. 

Hclgravia,  and  also  to  pay  Mrs.  Her-  If  London  was  delightful  in  tho 

ries  a  visit  at  Rusher,  latter  days  of  a  fresh  June,   what 

"This   is  a  small   world   we   live  shall  be  said  of  the  charms  of  tho 

in,"   said  the  old  gentleman,   as  he  country,  which   in  our  brief  hotel 
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life    wc    bad    almost    forgotten    to  walls  and  shelter  of  tall  poplars  a  not 

think  about  ?     Except  in  the  valley  un pleasing  feature  in  the  landscape, 

of  the  Thames  by  Maidenhead,  the  The    town,    it   was    evident,    lived 

country    is   at  first    uninteresting ;  upon  the  mill,  or  as  it  was  always 

nevertheless   the   greenness   of   the  called,  the  factory ;  while  the  spare 

grass,  the  splendid  trees,  the  soft  air,  spendings   of  the  neighbouring  far- 

thc  mere  sensation  of  living  in  such  mers   aforesaid,   and  the   occasional 

a  country  after  so  long  an  exile  from  country    gentlemen    who    were    too 

it,    was   an   ecstasy   in   itself ;   this  lazy  or  good-natured  to  do  all  their 

ride  brought  back  the  sensation  of  shopping  in  Ycwcestcr  or  London, 

delight  given  by  our  first  journey  came  in  as  a  sort  of  bonus  or  extra 

through  Kent     But  it  is  useless  to  dividend  to  the  grocers  and  drapers 

expatiate   on  these   sensations ;   the  of  the  place.      The  town  generally 

long    absence    must  be    undergone  appeared  to  belong  to    Mr.    Shccp- 

from    these    sweet    English    scenes  shanks ;  the  two  trucks  which  stood 

before   the   full   delight   of   visiting  in  the  station  siding  had  a  decayed 

them  can  be  felt.  label    on    each    with     his    address, 

Leatherby  appeared  at  first  sight  which     seemed     to    do    permanent 

to  be  one  of  those  towns ^o  common  duty    on    behalf    of   the    mill:    the 

in  England  which  exist  in  defiance  Fore  Street  was  adorned  by  a  town 

of    all    principles   of  political   econ-  hall,    with    an  inscription   notifying 

omy,  serving  no   apparent   purpose  that  it   had    been  erected    by  John 

but  to  send  a   member   or   two   to  Sheepshanks,  Esquire,  M.I\  for  the 

Parliament,  and  to   furnish  a  liveli-  borough ;  a  tablet  in  the  south  aisle 

hood  to  about  ten  times  the  number  of  the  parish  church  proclaimed  that 

of    small    tradesmen    really    needed  it    had    been    restored    at    the    sole 

for  supplying  the  wants  of  the  pop-  expense  of  the  same  generous  roprc- 

ulation,    and    where   they    live    like  scntative,    who,  by   the  way,  was  a 

fish  in  a  pond  by  preying  on   each  Dissenter  himself,  and  always  went 

other,  the  butcher  selling  dear  meat  to  the  Independent  chapel ;  while  a 

to  the    baker,    and  the   baker   dear  new  church  in  the  lower  part  of  the 

bread     to    the     butcher,     and    tin;  town  had  been  built  entirely  at  his 

plumber  taking    out    his   share    of  cost      The   greater    portion    of  the 

a  livelihood    by    small   jobs  in  bad  lower  town,   moreover,  consisted  of 

workmanship  all  round  ;  while  a  few  neat  terraces  constructed  by  him  for 

farmers   and  small    annuitants  con-  his   operatives   in    the  days  of   the 

tribute     the     surplus     expenditure,  ten-pound  householder.      The  other 

which  forms,  after"  all,  the  ultimate  member  was  a  certain  Lord  Wray- 

m cans  of  supjiort  to  the  whole  com-  mouth,    at  present  holding   a   sub- 

munity.      Tins    was    the    apparent  ordinate  post  in  the   i.iovemment — 

aspect    of    the    sleepy    little    town,  an  elderly  gentleman,  whose  father, 

which    lies,    sheltered    and    stuffy,  the  Earl  of    Stowe,  had  declined  to 

nestled    among   hills   on   the  banks  make  way  for  him  at  a  reasonable 

of    the    Yew,    at   this    part    of   its  aire — who  himself   did   not  own  an 

course     merely    a     shallow     trout-  acre  of  land  in  the  borough,   where 

stream.       Hut     this     first     iiupres-  he  never  appeared  except  at  election 

sion  was  dispelled  at  sight  of   the  times,  and  whose   principal  connec- 

largc  mill  referred  to  by  Mr.  Pater-  tion    with    the    place   appeared    to 

son,  which   rose  up  above  the  bank  consist   in   an   annual    subscription 

of  the  river,  quite  destroying  by  its  of    five-and-twenty    pounds   to    the 

size  the  due  perspective  of  the  hills,  town  races, 

yet   forming,    with    its    ivy -covered  Hut  all  this  information  T  acquired 
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by  degrees,  and  not  during  our  jour-  its  loftier  neighbours  right  and  left 
ney  to  Leatherby.  Sybil  and  Mary  as  if  the  builders  had  forgotten  to 
Drew  met  us  at  the  station,  and  we  pull  it  down  when  renewing  the  rest 
walked  up  the  little  town  to  the  of  the  street  Right  of  the  passage 
house,  sending  our  boxes  by  the  was  the  dining-parlour,  left  of  it 
Three  Butts  omnibus.  Sybil  was  the  drawing-room  :  the  kitchen  and 
very  like  Eva,  not  quite  so  tall,  but  offices  projected  at  the  back  on 
almost  as  pretty,  and  with  the  same  a  lower  level,  and  looking  on  the 
profusion  of  light-brown  wavy  hair;  garden  also  was  the  girl's  school-room, 
very  shy  at  first  and  always  more  or  The  upper  floor  was  more  irregular, 
less  so  when  in  my  company,  but  the  constructor  having  apparently 
jible  to  talk  sometimes,  as  1  could  designed  it  on  the  principle  that 
judge  by  the  peals  of  gentle  laughter  every  room  should  be  approached  by 
to  be  heard  on  sundry  occasions  a  flight  of  steps  up  or  down.  The 
afterwards  when  the  three  girls  were  house  had  been  furnished  in  the 
alone  together.  Of  course  there  was  time  of  Mr.  Barton's  childhood,  and 
an  immense  deal  of  kissing  on  the  the  chairs  and  tables  partook  of  the 
platform  between  them,  the  station-  spindle-like  and  perpendicular  char- 
master  and  local  porter  notwith-  acter  affected  by  upholsterers  fifty 
standing  ;  nor  were  the  civil  greet-  years  ago ;  while  time  had  so  far  left 
ings  to  u  Miss  Eva"  of  those  officials  its  mark  on  them  that  it  was  diffi- 
and  the  stout  fellow  who  combined  cult  to  say  what  had  been  the  origi- 
the  functions  of  driver  and  conductor  nal  colour  of  the  coverings  which 
of  the  omnibus  unpleasing  to  witness ;  matched  the  curtains  of  an  enormous 
nor  those  of  one  or  two  old  acquaint-  four-post  bedstead,  filling  up  the 
ances  whom  we  met  on  our  progress  best  part  of  the  spare  room  now 
up  Church  Street — old  Miss  Barbour,  appropriated  to  Eva,  and  last  per- 
to  wit,  who  acknowledged  to  sixty,  manently  occupied  by  the  late  Mrs. 
but  stood  recorded  in  the  parish  Barton,  who  died  about  ten  years 
register  as  a  ratepayer  for  fifty-five  after  her  son  went  to  India.  The 
years — and  young  Harry  Perkins,  drawing-room  ornaments  were  in 
Mr.  Fergusson's  apprentice,  who  keeping.  Conspicuous  over  the  fire- 
blushed  up  to  the  eyes  as  he  found  place  was  the  portrait  of  a  certain 
all  escape  cut  off,  and  so  came  and  Captain  Bowyard,  who,  after  having 
shook  hands  all  round.  served  for  thirty  years  in  the  late 
The  Miss  Bartons'  house  was  in  East  India  Company's  Marine,  even- 
the  best  and  most  retired  street,  tually  obtained  the  distinction  of  a 
which  terminated  in  the  churchyard,  scat  in  the  Court  of  Directors.  This 
and  hence  derived  its  name.  A  worthy,  who  had  a  high  forehead,  a 
cheerful  gutter  with  a  stream  of  clear  white  wig,  one  epaulette,  and  a  con- 
water  ran  down  beside  each  pave-  siderable  stomach,  and  appeared  a 
ment  in  front,  and  at  the  back  was  sort  of  unintellectual  likeness  of  the 
a  steep  garden  well  furnished  with  late  Marquess  Comwallis  as  repre- 
fruit  and  terminated  by  the  willow-  sented  in  the  Council  Chamber  at 
bordered  stream.  On  the  other  bank  Calcutta^  was  Mr.  Barton's  great 
of  this  was  a  meadow,  beyond  which  uncle,  and  it  was  to  him  that  the 
the  view  was  stopped  by  the  poplars  latter  owed  his  appointment  to  an 
and  higher  walls  of  the  mill,  above  Indian  writership.  Opposite  this 
which  again  rose  the  tops  of  the  portrait  was  a  view  of  the  late 
steep  hills  enclosing  the  valley.  Captain  Bowyard's  house  in  Essex, 
The  house  was  an  old-fashioned  one  bequeathed  by  him  to  Mrs.  Barton, 
of  two  storeys,  which  looked  among  senior,  with  remainder  to  her  daugh- 
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ters,  and  the  rent  of  which,  in-  very  white  hand  turned  up  to  show 
deed,  formed  the  major  part  of  their  a  very  gold  ring  on  the  little  finger, 
proper  income ;  a  design  in  the  Then  there  was  an  oil-painting  of 
Chinese  school  of  art  of  a  very  ugly  Eva's  four  eldest  sisters,  done  by  a 
house  of  a  very  red  bricks  and  a  great  local  artist,  representing  them  all 
many  very  small  bow-windows,  ap-  standing  in  a  line  gazing  into  the 
proached  by  a  circular  gravel  sweep  front,  in  red  frocks,  white  frilled 
surrounding  a  large  grass  plot  with  trousers,  and  sandals, with  beautifully 
a  rose-bush  in  the  centre,  the  flowers  curled  hair,  the  frills  and  buttons  on 
of  which  were  in  course  of  being  in-  the  frocks  especially  being  speaking 
tently  regarded  by  a  gentleman  in  likenesses.  There  were  also  photo- 
white  stockings  and  a  three-cornered  graphic  likenesses  of  all  the  sisters 
hat  escorting  a  lady  with  a  largo  taken  at  different  times,  and  illus-' 
head  of  hair  and  a  very  short  waist  trating  the  advance  in  the  photo- 
These  figures,  supposed  to  represent  graphic  art ;  for  whereas  that  of  Mary 
the  late  Captain  and  Mrs.  Bowyard  the  eldest  sister  was  on  metal,  and 
in  the  prime  of  their  youth  and  of  a  sort  that  the  portrait  could  only 
beauty,  were  accompanied  by  a  small  be  dimly  made  out  by  standing  with 
terrier  standing  out  in  one  sense  your  nose  against  the  wall  about 
very  black  against  the  green  grass,  four  feet  on  one  side  of  the  frame, 
and  in  another  on  its  hind  legs,  his  in  which  position  it  was  pronounced 
head  turned  round  towards  his  mas-  to  be  wonderfully  distinct, — that  of 
tcr  in  opposition  to  the  situation  Eva,  taken  just  before  she  sailed  for 
properly  indicated  for  it  by  the  India,  was  a  coloured  photograph 
direction  of  his  tail,  as  if  inviting  done  in  Gloucester,  and  a  very  pretty 
him  to  a  closer  inspection  of  the  picture  of  her  —  albeit  a  little  stiff, 
rose-bush  in  question — which  study  Various  ornaments  set  off  the 
from  animal  life,  as  Miss  Barton  once  room,  proclaiming  the  connection  of 
took  occasion  to  observe,  gave  the  the  family  with  India :  fans  of  pea- 
whole  scene  a  very  natural  appear-  cock -feathers,  a  Bombay  inlaid  work- 
ance.  These  works  of  art  were  set  box,  a  ditto  chess- table,  a  ditto  card- 
off  by  others  of  a  more  modern  char-  box,  a  Japanese  cabinet,  various 
acter,  indicating  the  course  of  the  little  plaster  figures  of  native  ser- 
family  history  and  the  later  inmates  vants,  ivory  bullock-carts,  and  little 
of  the  household.  A  half -figure  silver  idols  supposed  to  have  some 
portrait  in  oils  of  Eva's  papa  before  connection  with  the  Brahmins, — the 
lie  went  to  India ;  a  smooth  face  with  whole  collection  representing  the  non- 
21  vacuous  smile,  supported  by  a  pro-  edible  or  non-wearable  contents  of 
fusion  of  light  hair  carefully  parted,  consignments  at  various  times  since 
brushed,  and  curled  ;  a  large  satin  the  Misses  Barton  had  the  children 
scarf  folded  twice  round  the  neck,  under  their  care.  They  helped  to 
showing  very  little  shirt-collar,  and  set  off  the  otherwise  faded  appear- 
fastencd  by  a  double  pin  and  chain ;  ance  of  the  room,  which,  however, 
a  large  pillar  of  the  cyclopean  order  did  not  want  for  evidence  of  femi- 
of  architecture  behind,  bearing  a  red  nine  refinement  in  keeping  with 
curtain  not  more  than  sixty  feet  the  character  of  its  inmates.  Miss 
high,  a  part  of  which  had  been  Barton  (Aunt  Emily,  as  the  girls 
drawn  back  to  display  what  appeared  called  her)  was  a  tall  lady  who  look- 
to  be  an  elevation  of  the  Brighton  ed  to  be  about  fifty,  with  features 
pavilion  together  with  a  palm-tree,  showing  the  remains  of  great  beauty, 
emblems  of  his  future  career ; — the  a  thin  figure  with  a  slight  stoop,  a 
foreground  consisting  mainly   of  a  low  sweet  voice,  and  a  gentle  man- 
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ner,  while   a   certain  normal   habit  life,  except,  indeed,  from  Mrs.  Barton, 

of  rubbing  Iu.t  hands  t'Wther  when  wim  write  very  regularly  ;  and  then 

seated    indicated   a    trait    of    char-  she  felt  as  if  they  were  lost  to  her 

acter  which   became  more  plain   on  for  ever,   dearly  as  she  loved  them 

better   acquaintance.       It   could  in-  all  ;   and    now    to  get   Eva   hack   in 

deed  he  seen  at  once  Unit  she  was  this  unexpected  nay,  she  could  not 

i«rii>m    ar,d   ciu>ilr   made    ansio-ia ;  iay  what  a  QlppUMIM  it  >i»       What 

a  languid  niovemcnt  spoke  of  detici-  she   and   Honorin    would    do   when 

ent  energy  ;    while   her  frail    aspect  Sybil  went,  they   could  hnrdly  bear 

and  certain  lines  about  the  face  gavo  to    think  ;     and"   then     before    long 

the  impression  of  one  suffering  from  Mary  Drew  would  be  growing  up  and 

pain  and  ill   health ;    hut   no   com-  leaving     them— very     desolate     the 

plaint   on    that    score  ever    escaped  bouse  would  seem  without  the  young 

Aunt  Emily,  and  her  life  seemed  to  people.      At  the  same  time,  I  could 

be  devoted  to  her  charges,   and  her  readily  understand  then  must  have 

thoughts    mainly    concerned    about  been  great   anxieties  at  Inched  to  the 

them.  charge  of  these  young  girls,  so  pretty, 

Miss   Honorin  appeared  to  be   at  too,  as  they  all  turned  out ;  but  they 

least  fifteen  years  younger  than  her  had  been  thoroughly  good,  and  had 

sister,  and  was  still  very  handsome,  never  given  a  moment's  trouble. 

Time  had  not  yet  silvered  her  dark  "Still,  you  Ban  understand,"  said 

hair ;  and  her  pah1  clear  complexion,  the  gentle  lady,  to  whom,  as  I  judg- 

upright  carriage,  and  firm  quick  step,  ed,  this  burst  of  talking  must  have 

bespoke   a    sound    constitution.       I  been  an  unusual  feat,  "our  position 

could  not  make  her  out  at  first,  or  must  have  been  a  very  anxious  one. 

discover  her  share  in  the  household;  Indeed,  from    the  day  dear   Joseph 

hut  it  was  impossible  to  be  with  the  left  us,  his  silence  caused  us  great 

elder   Miss  Barton  for  more  than  a  anxiety,  although  we  got  accustomed 

few  minute-  without  discovering  the  to  it  in  time  as  the  years  wont  on, 

unselfishness  of  her  disposition,  and  and  ho  never  wrote;  and  we  know 

her  refined   if   somewhat  effeminate  that    civil    servants    holding    these 

nature.   As  soon  as  the  early  lea  with  high     appointments     must    have    a 

the   solid   accompaniments  provided  great  deal  to  occupy  their  time ;  and 

on  our  account  was  despatched,  the  we  used  occasionally  to  hear  about 

girls  went  np-stairs  to  unpack   Kvn's  him  from  nthi-rs  who  hail  friends  in 

things;  anil  Mis«   Honoria  going  out  India,  and  that  he  was  doing  well: 

for  a  solitary  walk  in    the   garden,  still,  during  my  dear  mother's  last 

it  fell  to   her   sister's   share    to   en-  illness,  it.  would  have  been   a   great 

tertain    me    in     the     drawing-room,  comfort  if  he  could  hare  only  writ- 

We   thus    soon   became    better    ac-  ten  once  or  twice ;  and  she  used  to 

quainted,  nnd  1   was   able  to   enter  inquire   so   anxiously  if  Ihero  were 

into  the  warmth  of  her  affection  for  any  letters  whenever  we  heard  that 

her  nieces,   and   to   learn   something  any  ships  had  come   home;   but  no 

of  her  way  of  looking  at  tilings,     I  doubt  he  was  very  busy.     I  believe 

could  hardly  understand,   sho    said,  he    was   a    magistrate   then,    which 

the  delight  it  was  to  her  to  see  Eva  no   doubt   in   India  must  bo  a  very 

again.      One  by  one  the  girls  went  arduous  post;  nnd  when  he  heard  of 

off,  and  then,  although   they  heard  my  dear  mother's  death  he  at  once 

of  their  marrving  and  settling  down  sent  a   handsome   remittance.     And 

in  homes  of   their  own,   they  were  then  when  he  married,  and  hin  dear 

such  bad  correspondents  dear  girls,  wife  began  to  write  to  us,  we  felt  as 

she  got  no  particulars  of  their  future  if   our  brother  was  restored  to  us; 
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and  when  the  children  had  to  be  had  been  found  possible  to  lay  in  a 

sent  home,  and  Maria  (this  was  her  small  stock  of  the  local  curiosities 

sister-in-law)  proposed  they  should  esteemed  by  people  in  this  country, 

bo  sent  to  us,  we  could  not  but  feel  and  these  we  had  supplemented  by 

what  a  providential  thing  his  mar-  some  more  useful  things  in  our  Lon- 

riage  had  been."     Miss  Barton  went  don    shopping,   not    forgetting    the 

on  to  say  that  she  had  doubts  at  needs  of  Hannah  the  housemaid,  and 

first  whether  she  should  be  justi-  her  sister  Maria  the  cook ;  and  surely 

fted   in   accepting  such  a  responsi-  there  are  few  of  the  more  obvious 

bility,  living  so  much   out  of    the  pleasures  of  life  greater  than  is  af- 

world  as  she  and  her  sister  did,  and  forded  by  giving  a  present  where 

Honoria  being  then  very  young  and  relationship  or  intimacy  sanctions  it, 

never  able  to  undertake  much  work  ;  and  no  false  obligation  is  involved, 

but  Mr.    Fergusson   (their   medicai  Then  all  Eva's  wedding  presents  had 

man)  and  Miss  Barbour  both  coun-  to  be  brought  out  and   inspected  : 

selled  her  to  do  so,  and  certainly  such  a  wonderful  display  had  never 

she  had  every  reason  to  be  thankful  been    seen    before  by  any  of    the 

at  the  result     It  had  given  them  a  admiring  group,  not  even  in  the  best 

house  when  they  should  have  found  Yewcester  shops,  they  declared  ;  and 

it  difficult  to  live  respectably  and  as  happily  there  was  no  one  of    the 

became  officers'  children,  for  at  one  party   to    whom    the    display  need 

time  they  had    the  lease  of    their  cause  a  tinge  of  jealousy,  for  Sybil 

house  (the  brick  structure  in  Essex  no  doubt  looked  for  her    turn    to 

already  referred  to)  on  their  hands,  come  in  due  course,  and  Mary  Drew 

and  they   could  never  feel   suffici-  would  be  an  heiress.       Then  when 

cntly  grateful  for  having  had  such  the    things    had    been    sufficiently 

dear  sweet  girls  to  bring  up.  looked   at  and   admired   by  all,  in- 

1    could    heartily  enter   into  and  eluding  Hannah  and  Maria,  and  put 

sympathise  with  Miss  Barton's  feel-  away  again,  Aunt  Emily's  anxiety  on 

ings,  and  was  able  conscientiously  the  score  of  robbers  being  mitigated 

to  reply  in  a  few   suitable  words  by  the  reflection   that  a  gentleman 

about  the  credit  attaching  to  herself  would  be  sleeping  in  the  house  and 

for  the  admirable  result  of  all  her  in  the  same  room  with  the  treasures, 

care;   but  when  she  apologised  for  wo  all  strolled  into  the  garden  and 

her  brother's  neglect  of  his  mother  watched  the   sunset,  and  the  trout 

and  sisters,  on  the  score  of  his  press-  balancing   themselves  in   the  river, 

ing  official  engagements,  I  could  not  and   an  occasional   water-rat  taking 

help  recalling  to  mind  my  father-  his   evening  swim.       I  think  Miss 

in-law,  as  he  used  to  appear  after  a  Barton's  good  opinion  of  mo,  which 

rubber  of  racquets,  smoking  a  num-  I  could  see  stood  high  from  the  first, 

bcr  one  manilla  in  the  gallery,  with  was  a  little  shaken  when  I  asked  if 

his   flannel   shirt    rolled   up   to   his  she  objected  to  the  smell  of  tobacco 

shoulders    while     waiting    for    his  in   the   open   air;  and   I   confess   I 

turn  to  cut  in  again,  as  probably  he  should  have  said  nothing  about  it, 

had  been  accustomed  to  pass  a  con-  but  suffered   in   secret,  if  Eva  had 

siderable  part  of  each  day  for  the  not  betrayed  mo  by  declaring  that 

last  thirty  years.  she  knew  I  was  dying  for  a  cigar, 

Our  conversation  was  interrupted  and  always  smoked  one  in  the  even- 
by  the  return  of  Eva  and  the  girls,  ing — adding  that  her  Papa  Rmoked 
laden  with  the  little  gifts  we  had  in  every  room  of  the  house,  and  that 
brought  down  with  us.  Even  dur-  she  herself  enjoyed  the  smell  of 
ing  our  hurried  stay  at  Bombay  it  tobacco  above  everything.    Thereon 


1872.]                               A   True  Reformer. — 7V(  III.  585 

I  accepted  her  mint's  assurance  that  who  taught  music  in  nil  its  branches, 

it  would   not   ho   disagreeable,    and  including    harmony    and    thorough- 

my  long  face  was  such  a  mine  of  bass,  and  had  quite  a  large  practice 

respectability,   that  it   would    easily  in   the  town.      And  again,   as   Miss 

outweigh  such  small  confessions  of  Barton    went    on    to    describe    tho 

vicious  ways.  mode  of  education  pursued,  and  the 

Then  when  it  grew  dark  we   re-  various    little    points    wherein    she 

turned  to  tho   drawing-room,   and  a  had  Ml   bmmd  to  practise  economy, 

tray  of  wine  and  biscuits  ma  brought  by    way    of   saving    her    brother's 

in,   and   Mary    Drew   sang   a   song,  pocket,   I   could  not  help  calling  to 

and   then  Sybil:    and  then,   at   her  mind   the   light   wines   and   general 

aunt's  request,  Eva,  who  had   been  good  sheet  always  on   stock  at  Rho- 

sitling  on  a  low  stool  by  her  side,  dodendron   Lodge,   and   (he  absence 

fondling  her  bands,  sang  one  of  her  of   anything   like   self-denial  in   the 

old     duets    Yvith     Sybil— something  way    of    lifo    of    the    good-natured 

about  wandering  over  land  and  sea,  man     whoso    only     economy    had 

the  charms  of  my  sweet   Savoy   to  been     practised    in     this    vicarious 

see,  Fa  la  la  la,  fa  la  lee  !    Miss  Bar-  fashion. 

ton  took  occasion,  while  I  remarked  The  songs  over,  Miss  Barton,  not 
on  the  natural  beauty  nf  both  voices,  without  evident  misgivings  whether 
to  say  that  she  had  bestowed  great  such  a  proceeding  would  be  accept- 
nttention  on  the  musical  education  able  to  a  military  man,  especially  (<> 
of  all  her  niuccs  ;  for,  although  no  one  belou::iii;r  to  the  mounted  branch 
musician  herself,  she  thought  music  of  the  service,  rang  for  the  maids  to 
must  be  such  a  very  nice  thing  in  a  come  in  (o  prayers,  which  she  rend 
hot  country.  She  would  have  liked  in  a  gentle  if  somewhat  feeble  voice, 
them  to  have  a  master  from  Vewces-  Thus  ended  our  first  day  at  Leath- 
ter,  but  her  sister-in-law  had  always  crby  :  and  I  was  glad  to  admit  un- 
laid such  stress  on  economy,  and  reservedly,  when  put  to  the  question 
about  tho  difficulty  she  and  Joseph  by  Eva  at  n  later  hour,  that  Aunt 
had  in  paying  their  way,  that  the  out-  Emily  was  a  sweet  dear;  also,  that 
lay  did  not  appear  justifiable;  and  Aunt  Honoris  was  very  handsome 

no  doubt  tho  expenses  of  so  large  a  and    very    kind.       The   character    of 

family  must  have  been  very  heavy,  tho  latter  tady  I  had  not  been  quite 

and  explained   the  irregularity  that  able  to  make  out,  she  took  so  little 

had  sometimes  occurred  in   sending  part  in  all  that  went  on,  while  my 

home  money  for  the  children.     And  efforts  to  open  up  a  little  independ- 

Leatherby   was    very    fortunate    in  ent   conversation   with    her    during 

having  so  accomplished   a   musician  the  music,   had   broken  down   from 

in  the  organist  of  the  palish  church,  want  of  support. 


The  next  day  we  had  a  levee  of  Proves^,  the  three  Miss  Smiths,  Mr?, 

callers,  including   all  the  gentlefolk  and   the   Miss   Frowards,   and   Mr?. 

of  the  town,   who  appeared  to  con-  Crane,  the  only  one  of  the  party  in 

sist   for   the   most   part   of  nmiden  possession  of  a  husband,  and  he  was 

Indies,   and   widows  with   grown-up  in   India.     There  were  also  Mr.  and 

daughters,  an   occasional   gentleman  Mrs.  William  Howies,  who  lived  in  a 

hcing  thrown   In   scantily   here  and  house   surrounded   by  a   garden    in 

there.     Miss  Barbour,  the  two  Miss  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  were  re- 
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nounced,  and  under  coyer  of  the  the  local  bank  one  time  when  her 
ensuing  bustlt>  lie  made  good  his  brother's  remittances  were  more  than 
flight  "What  n  droll  boy  Harry  ordinarily  in  arrears.  He,  too,  always 
Perkins  is  I"  said  Sybil.  "Heisvery  took  lb'.*  steamer  ps-sage  for  her 
clever,"  said  Eva  ;  "  I  am  sure  his  nieces  when  that  periodic  arrange- 
verses  used  to  be  beautiful."  "And  ment  had  to  be  made ;  and  on  more 
so  well  brought  up  as  he  has  been,  than  one  occasion,  when  Miss  Barton's 
too,"  added  her  aunt  His  mother  health  prevented  her  from  going,  bo 
it  appeared,  was  the  widow  of  a  eler-  had  accompanied  the  young  travcl- 
gyman,  and  Harry  her  only  child.  ler  to  Southampton,  and  placed  her 
The  pleaaantcst  visit  of  the  day  in  charge  of  the  matron — usually 
was  from  Mrs.  Fergusson,  the  doctor's  some  friend  of  Mrs.  Barton  returning 
wife,  who  can iv  with  her  two  hand-  to  India — who  was  to  act  ns  eliapcr- 
some  daughters  after  all  the  other  one  during  the  voyage.  Hiss  Bar- 
visitors  had  gone,  and  stayed  a  long  ton,  indeed,  would  hardly  venture 
time.  These  young  ladies  were  on  a  day's  excursion  to  Gloucester 
Eva's  particular  friends,  and  pro-  without  consulting  Mr.  Fergusson  ; 
digies  of  learning,  as  she  had  often  while  not  the  least  of  his  services 
told  me,  who,  when  staying  with  had  been  to  teach  al!  the  girls 
their  uncle  in  London,  always  at-  riding.  Mrs.  Barton,  in  conveying 
tended  the  School  of  Art  at  South  her  husband's  periodic  exhortations 
Kensington,  mid  Professor  Wax-  to  economy,  bad  always  added  his 
kopfs  lectures  at  the  Royal  Institu-  injunctions  that  the  girls  should  go 
tion,  and  spent  hours  every  day  out  to  India  well  educated  in  this 
studying  botany  and  geology,  and  respect;  but  as  Lcatherby  did  not 
all  sorts  of  horrid  things  ;  although,  boast  a  riding  school  or  master  of 
she  added,  it  was  no  wonder,  their  equitation,  it  might  have  been  ditfi- 
nwimma  and  papa  were  both  so  clever  cult  to  carry  out  his  wishes  but  for 
and  scientific.  But  the  admiration  Mr.  Fcrgussim's  good-nature.  Eva's 
was  mutual;  if  Eva  respected  her  graceful  horsemanship  was  due  to 
friends'  accomplishments,  they  loved  the  teaching  recti  ml  while  aceom- 
her  for  her  homily,  and  grace,  and  panying  Mr.  Fergusson — who  rode 
sweet  gentle  manners:  there  was  more  like  a  dragoon  than  a  doe- 
enough  disparity,  in  short  for  mutual  tor — in  his  visits  to  country  pa- 
attachment.  Mr.  Eergusson  himself  ticnts  over  Herefordshire  lanes  and 
looked  in  later  in  the  evening,  a  well-  downs  ;    and    Sybil    was    now    go- 

E  reserved  middle-aged  man,    with  a  ing   through  a  course    in   the   same 

andsome  determined  face,   who  had  useful  art,  the  moving  power  Vicing 

nothing   about  him  of   the    country  a  certain  well-bred  screw  belonging 

doctor  except   the  active  habits  of  to  the  Three  Butts,  arid  known  there 

the    class.       This     gentleman     was  as  the  Fcrgusson  mare,  because  that 

evidently  a  soil   of  family  guardian,  gentleman  was  accustomed  to  use  it 

who,    besides  his  duties  of   medical  when  his  own  horse  wanted  rest ;  an 

adviser  to  the  household,  seemed  to  animal  of  encyclopedic   accomplish- 

fulfil  as  well  the  functions  ordinarily  ments,     which     during    the    winter 

performed    by    the     family    lawyer  months  was  the  accustomed  vehicle 

and  the  parish   clergyman.     It   was  for  exhibiting  tho    prowess    of    the 

he  who  gave  Miss  ISarton  the  need-  rising  I.vatlicrhy  sportsmen,— young 

ful  advice  about    tho  investment  of  Provest  from  Guy's  Hospital,   when 

her  little  property,    and,   as  I  after-  he    camo    home   for    his  Christmas 

wards  learnt,   had  arranged  for  Ihc  holidays — young   t'roward    the  arti- 

ovcrdrawing   cf    her    account    with  cled  attorney,  MM  occasionally  Harry 
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Perkins, — with    Squire    Bamfylde's  more,  forbore    for    several   reasons 

hounds  ;  and  in  the  summer,  when  from  pressing  him  further.     In  truth 

not  wanted  for  jobs  in  harness,  en-  I  had  been  puzzled  from  the  first  to 

joyed  the  recreation  of  carrying  one  understand  Miss  Honoria's  part  in 

of  the  Miss  Bartons  two  or  three  times  the  little  household.      Although  ap- 

a-week.     Mary  Drew,  also,  was  now  parently   in  robust  health,   and  cer- 

in  course  of  acquiring  the  same  ac-  tainly    in     the     enjoyment    of    an 

complishment,  her  father  sending  in  excellent  appetite,  she  took  no  share 

a  shaggy  pony  .from  Thorpe  on  these  in  the  care  or  management  of  the 

occasions  for  her  use.  house,  which  appeared  to   be  shared 

Mr.  Fergusson,  I  thought,  appear-  between  her  sister  and  Mary  Drew, 
cd  a  little  anxious  as  he  looked  at  the  latter  presiding  at  the  breakfast 
Eva,  and  noticed  how  much  paler  and  tea  table,  and  doing  all  the 
and  thinner  she  was  than  she  used  heavy  carving  at  dinner.  She  went 
to  be ;  but  she  explained  how  much  to  church  daily  morning  and  even- 
she  had  gone  through  on  the  jour-  ing,  and  when  not  so  employed  or 
ney  home,  and  that  she  was  now  at  meals,  her  time  seemed  to  bo  spent 
rapidly  getting  strong  again.  We  in  walking  up  and  down  the  path  at 
strolled  together  into  the  garden  the  bottom  of  the  garden.  When 
after  a  while,  and  he  reverted  to  the  in  the  house  she  occupied  herself  in 
subject,  saying  that  he  always  felt  plain  needlework,  and  rarely  spoke 
somewhat  anxious  about  all  the  unless  addressed,  but  she  was  more 
sisters,  for  there  were  none  of  them  often  in  her  own  room  than  sit- 
really  strong ;  but  they  seemed  all  ing  with  the  others.  Withal  she 
to  keep  so  well  in  India,  he  supposed  seemed  quite  rational,  as  well  as 
the  climate  there  must  be  suited  to  thoroughly  amiable.  Both  the  girls 
them.  "  What  a  happiness  this  and  her  sister  accepted  the  state  of 
must  be  to  their  aunt,"  said  he,  "  to  things  as  a  matter  of  course :  and  to 
get  one  of  her  nieces  back  again  \  the  latter  she  appeared  as  much  an 
Each  time  that  she  has  had  to  part  object  of  regard  and  care  as  if  she 
with  one  the  pang  has  seemed  hard-  had  been  the  most  useful  member  of 
er — it  has  been  like  giving  up  a  the  household, 
child  of  her  own ;  and  but  that  re-  Of  course  we  had  to  see  the  local 
signation  is  the  foundation  of  her  sights,  or  rather  I  accompanied  Sy« 
character,  I  really  think  it  would  bil  and  Mary  Drew  on  a  tour  to  see 
have  been  too  much  for  her.  What  them,  for  Miss  Barton  was  not  equal 
she  will  do  when  Miss  Sybil  goes  to  much  walking,  and  seldom  went 
out  to  India,  and  Mary  Drew  goes  further  than  to  the  almshouse  at  the 
homo  for  good,  I  hardly  like  to  end  of  the  street,  where  she  read 
think  ;  but  perhaps  it  is  as  well  in  twice  a-wcek  to  some  old  women, 
other  respects  that  her  charges  should  and  Eva  stayed  at  home  to  keep  her 
bo  coming  to  an  end,  and  that  aunt  company.  Thus  we  went  over 
there  aro  no  more  younger  sisters  the  church  ("I  don't  know  much 
coming  homo,  for  her  strength  is  about  the  architecture  of  it,"  said 
not  what  it  wan  ;  and  Miss  Hon-  Miss  Barton,  "  but  I  believe  it  is 
oria— -"  very   much    admired  as    something 

Ho  paused  here,  feeling  probable  quite    Gothic"),    a    roomy,    ill-kept 

that  it  did  not  become  him  to  speak  structure,  much  damaged  by  restora- 

confidentially  about  any  member  of  tions  a  hundred  years  before ;  the 

the  family  to  one  who  might  be  said  grammar-school,  whore  the  boys  of 

now  to  bolong  to  it ;  whilo  I,  for  my  the  town  appeared  to  receive  an  in- 

part,    although    dosiroua    to    know  forior  education  at  a  very  low  price, 
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and  where  the  initials  were  pointed  nalia  occasioned  by  our  visit  included 
out  to  us  carved  on  one  of  the  forms,  also  the  discontinuance  of  the  even- 
of  one  John  Tolly,  who,  having  ing  readings  in  history — six  pages  of 
gone  up  quite  a  poor  boy  to  try  his  Hume  read  aloud  in  alternate  pages 
fortune  in  London,  eventually  be-  by  the  two  girls,  while  Miss  Barton 
came  Lord  Mayor  thereof ;  also  a  sat  listening  and  gently  rubbing  her 
similar  autograph  wood-engraving  of  hands,  and  Miss  Hbnoria  was  en- 
another  distinguished  townsman  who  gaged  silently  on  some  article  of 
perved  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  fleet  at  plain  work — fearfully  dry  stuff,  Eva 
Trafalgar.  Then  we  climbed  up  the  had  styled  this  same  improving 
hill  above  the  Bamfylde  woods,  to  study,  when  describing  to  me  be- 
look  from  the  celebrated  view  over  forehand  the  mode  of  life  at  Leather- 
the  town,  and  descending  went  some  by.  The  schoolroom  was  used,  how- 
way  along  the  river  to  see  tho  cele-  ever,  by  the  younger  members  of 
brated  view  of  the  hills  from  below,  the  party  to  sit  in  of  a  morning, 
which  Dccdes,  R.A.,  a  connection  of  while  Miss  Honoria  was  at  church 
the  Provosts,  was  reported  to  have  and  Miss  Emily  engaged  on  house- 
said,  when  he  paid  them  a  visit  a  hold  duties ;  and  little  peals  of 
few  years  ago,  reminded  him  of  innocent  laughter  often  issued  from 
the  Trossachs.  And  of  course  we  it*  as  I  wrote  letters  or  read  the 
went  over  the  factory,  as  well  as  papers  in  the  drawing-room,  the 
the  schools  connected  therewith,  silence  of  the  place  otherwise  un- 
and  the  mechanics'  reading-room,  broken,,  save  when  about  eleven 
"  erected  by  John  Sheepshanks,  o'clock  every  day  Mr.  Sheepshanks 
Esquire,  proprietor  of  the  mill,  and  passed  by  on  his  way  to  the  mill, 
M. P.  for  the  borough."  It  was  a  sitting  upright  in  his  one-horse 
very  happy,  quiet  week  this;  and  barouche,  with  a  benevolent  smile 
the  rest,  and  the  society  of  her  aunt  on  his  face  and  a  snuff-box  in  his 
and  the  girls  were  evidently  agreeing  hand  ;  or  when  the  empty  omnibus 
better  with  Eva  than  the  restless  from  the  Three  Butts  would  make 
noisy  life  of  a  big  London  hotel.  A  its  periodic  circuit  of  the  town  in 
general  holiday  was  of  course  pro-  search  of  passengers  for  the  trains, 
claimed  on  such  an  occasion,  which  who  never  appeared.  There  was  one 
meant  that  the  morning  visits  were  black  afternoon  when  the  visits  had 
suspended  of  little  Mr.  Abel,  the  to  be  returned,  but  we  refused  all 
writing  and  arithmetic  master.  Sy-  invitations  except  one  to  tea  with 
bil  appeared  to  have  got  as  far  as  the  Fergussons,  and  another  to  bo 
compound  addition,  an  odious  thing,  mentioned  presently.  "  I  make  no 
she  said ;  but  Mary  Drew,  who  Eva  apology  for  our  simple  habits," 
had  told  me  beforehand  was  awfully  said  the  mistress  of  the  house, 
clever,  was  deep  in  the  mysteries  of  as  we  sat  down  to  the  well  cov- 
decimals,  and  made  light  of  fractions,  ered  table ;  "  for  Eva  knows  our 
Also  were  suspended  the  bi-weekly  ways  so  well  that  the  pretension 
lessons  of  Miss  Jones,  the  French  gov-  of  a  heavy  dinner  would  not  im- 
crness — "  Mademoiselle"  as  she  was  pose  on  you.  We  could  never  have 
called — who,  having  been  English  brought  up  our  family  properly 
governess  for  a  season  at  a  pension  in  if  we  had  not  renounced  all  need- 
Paris,  was  regarded  throughout  Lea-  less  waste  in  eating  and  drinking 
therby  as  an  infallible  authority  on  from  the  first ;  and  Mr.  Fergusson 
French  politics,  and  the  only  person  can  never  be  sure  of  sitting  out  a 
qualified  to  see  through  the  real  de-  meal,  however  simple."  And  in- 
signs  of  the  Commune.     The  satur-  deed  Mr.  Fergusson  was  absent  on 
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this  occasion,  only  coming  in  just  as  was  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
everybody  else  had  finished,  and  the  garden  was  surrounded  on  all 
even  then  a  little  girl  was  reported  sides  by  walls  and  houses, 
to  have  arrived  in  the  surgery  with  There  was  now  a  general  demand 
the  intelligence  that  her  still  smaller  for  music,  and  although  the  summer 
sister  had  "  scalded  of  herself."  air  was  tempting  outside,  the  party 
However,  Robert,  the  eldest  son  repaired  indoors.  The  whole  Fer- 
(house-surgeon  of  St.  Brice's,  but  just  gusson  family  were  musical,  and 
now  at  home  on  leave),  was  deputed  sang  duets,  trios,  and  quartets  in 
to  act  while  his  father  took  supper  excellent  style ;  but  they  were  still 
in  peace.  "I  always  maintain,"  greater  at  instrumental  music,  and 
said  Mr.  Fergusson,  while  drinking  made  up  quite  an  orchestra,  Mrs.  and 
his  third  cup  of  tea,  "  in  opposition  Miss  Fergusson  at  the  piano,  Miss 
to  the  popular  notions  of  the  day,  Kate  at  the  harp,  Robert  first  violin, 
professional  and  otherwise,  that  the  second  ditto  being  taken  by 
wine  is  not  necessary  for  health.  Reginald  the  Cambridge  freshman 
Except  mamma  there,  not  one  of  us  (foundation  exhibitioner  at  Mary 
takes  wine,  and  very  few  of  us  oven  Anne  Hall  from  the  Leatherby 
beer,  and  the  plan  has  agreed  with  grammar-school,  an  honour  carried 
us  all."  And  certainly  when  1  lookfid  off  after  severe  competition  with 
round  the  table  I  could  not  help  the  three  other  perfects  in  the  sixth 
thinking  that  if  Eva  and  Sybil  were  form),  while  Mr.  Fergusson  played 
left  out,  and  perhaps  young  Perkins  the  violoncello.  u  Everlasting  classi- 
the  pupil,  who  had  not  been  brought  cal  music,  and  dry  stuff  of  that  sort," 
up  in  the  house,  we  should  average  said  Sybil,  as  we  walked  home  after- 
eleven  stone  at  the  least.  "  Rut  wards ;  "  Beethoven  six  nights  in 
then,"  continued  Mr.  Fergusson,  the  week,  and  Mendelssohn  the 
44  we   country  doctors  are  not  sup-  seventh." 

posed  to  know  anything  about  these  u  I  hope  we  shall  not  bore  you 

things.     We  regard  each  specimen  awfully,  Captain  West,"  said  Mis« 

of  humanity  as  a  whole,  and  so  are  Kate,  as  the  party  were  engaged  in 

incapacitated  from  forming    sound  tuning  up  their  instruments  prepara- 

opinions.     To  do  that,  you  must  lay  tory  to  the  first  piece ;  "  but  music 

yourself    out    for    some    specialty,  is  the  one  thing  as  to  which  we  always 

Spend  your  life  in  a  consulting  prac-  say,  your  wife  is  not  perfect." 

tice  devoted   to  complaints  of  the  u  Of  course  I  like  classical  music," 

fifth  rib,  or  the  great  toe,  and  you  rejoined  Eva,  thus  attacked;  uand 

are  entitled  to  be  deemed  a  philo-  I  should  like  nothing  better  than  to 

sopher.     A  very  pretty  theory  if  the  play  it  if  it  wasn't  so  horribly  dif- 

ii  f tli  rib  or  the  great  toe  were  a  dis-  ficult" 

tinct  autonomy,  with  behaviour  apart  44As  if  you  could  not  play  that 

from   tho   remainder  of    the  body,  or  anything  else  you  liked,  dear,'* 

but  as   things  go  actually,  hardly  replied  the  other,  u  if  you  only  tried. 

consistent  with  fact."  I  assure  you,  Captain  West,  we  none 

This    remark    was    made    as  wo  of  us  are  fit  to  do  more  than  work 

strolled  through  the  doctor's  garden,  the  bellows,  if  Eva  played  the  organ ; 

his   special  hobby,  where  a  goodly  and  as  for  difficulty,   these  things 

show  of  fruit  was  garnished  with  a  are    nothing    to    her   fantasia    and 

still  more  brilliant  display  of  flowers,  variations  by  Ilerr  Skratzky  ;  but  I 

and    the    tasteful    arrangement    of  needn't  tell  you  what  a  touch  Eva 

creepers    and    evergreens    made    it  has,  all  thrown  away  owing  to  that 

truly  a  run  hi  urbe,  for  the  house  horrid  Mr.  Peddell." 
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And  then  the  music  began,  pointment  to  the  Bengal  medical 
Young  Perkins  was  the  only  mem-  establishment,  followed  by  an  early 
tier  of  the  family  who  could  not  meeting  with  Sybil's  parents,  who 
take  a  part,  and  he  remained  silent  spurn  the  young  unknown  assist- 
throughout  the  evening,  for  at  the  ant  surgeon  with  contumely;  how 
sound  of  his  voice,  on  his  attempting  his  surpassing  merits  would  soon 
some  sniggering  whispers  intended  be  recognised  and  rewarded  by  a 
for  Sybil's  ear,  young  Robert  Fergus-  confidential  post  on  the  Governor- 
son,  who  was  just  coming  to  that  General's  staff;  and  how,  summoned 
celebrated  passage  (movement  in  D)  to  attend  Sybil  in  a  desperate  Indian 
for  the  first  violin,  and  who  being  a  fever  he  succeeds  in  recovering  her 
full  surgeon  naturally  regarded  a  after  she  had  been  given  over  by 
pupil  as  something  to  be  snubbed  three  of  the  most  eminent  local 
on  every  occasion,  looked  round  so  physicians ;  how,  finally,  when 
angrily  that  the  youngster  was  effec-  brought  to  see  his  worth  and  tal- 
tualiy  silenced.  Why  he  did  not  ent,  in  a  transport  of  emotion  she 
pursue  the  natural  course  of  falling  gives  him  her  hand,  the  grateful 
in  love  with  his  master's  daughters  parents  assenting  to  and  blessing 
I  cannot  say ;  but  it  had  been  his  the  union.  And  in  truth  Sybil  wag 
fate  apparently  to  cherish  a  hopeless  pretty  enough  to  turn  any  young 
attachment  to  each  of  the  Miss  fellow's  head. 
Bartons  in  turn,  beginning  with  u  1  have  often  regretted,"  said  Mr. 
Mary  when  she  was  only  six  years  Fergusson  later  in  the  evening,  as 
older  than  himself,  and  so  on  down  we  partook  of  refreshments  prepara- 
to  Sybil,  who  was  now  in  course  tory  to  departure,  u  that  I  did  not 
unconsciously  of  kindling  the  warm-  succeed  in  persuading  Miss  Barton 
est  sentiments  of  his  heart  And  to  employ  Dr.  Phewgew  of  Yewcester 
as  the  young  fellow  sat  in  a  corner,  to  teach  her  nieces  music,  for  old 
his  usually  perky  features  assuming  Peddell,  our  organist,  although  a 
for  the  nonce  a  somewhat  melancholy  worthy  soul,  is  not  much  of  a 
aspect,  it  was  easy  to  fancy  him,  musician,  as  you  will  be  able  to  dis- 
under  the  influence  of  the  music,  cover  on  Sunday;  but  she  did  not 
building  castles  in  the  air  on  a  feel  at  liberty  to  incur  the  expense, 
foundation  of    Beethoven  :     an  ap-  and  so  I  did  not  press  the  point" 

CHAPTER   XII. — LOCAL   POLITICS. 

The  other  visit  wo  paid  was  to  six  years,  and  it  was  understood 
Thorpe,  Mr. — or,  as  the  people  all  would  remain  there  for  another  four 
about  called  him,  Squire — Drew's  or  five  until  she  was  grown  up  ;  her 
place,  that  gentleman  having  ridden  father,  in  the  mean  tune — a  shrewd, 
in  and  given  us  a  pressing  invitation  well-educated,  but  shy  man— occu- 
to  go  out  and  see  his  grounds.  Mr.  pying  himself  mainly  in  hunting, 
Drew  was  a  widower,  who,  finding  shooting,  the  growing  of  turnips, 
the  care  of  a  young  girl  rather  a  and  the  miscellaneous  business  of  a 
difficult  and  troublesome  office,  had  county  magistrate.  As  he  was  re- 
obtained  the  consent  of  Miss  Barton,  puted  to  be  worth  five  thousand 
a  distant  connection  of  his  wife,  to  a-year  and  to  spend  about  one,  it 
take  charge  of  her,  and  Mary  Drew  was  expected  that  his  daughter 
had  accordingly  been  an  inmate  of  would  be  a  great  heiress.  Mean- 
Aunt  Emily's  household  for  the  last  while  a  more  unaffected  good-temper- 
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ed  girl  it  would  be  difficult  to  find —  visible  in  the  way  of  ornament  or 

not  very  pretty,  but  with  the  good  books   of    a    later    date ;    and    the 

looks  of  health,  and  a  bright  intel-  rooms  which  appeared  to  be    ten- 

ligent  face;    while  she    could    not  anted  bespoke  the  ordinary    coun- 

have  lived  so  long  with  Aunt  Emily,  try    gentleman    with    a    taste    for 

as  she  always  called  her,  without  field-sports. 

acquiring  her  habit  of  refined  and  However,  we  were  not  long  in 
gentle  manners.  the  house,  for,  on  our  refusing  the 
We  drove  out  in  the  afternoon  in  refreshments  offered,  the  Squire  led 
an  open  fly  hired  from  the  Three  us  out  to  see  the  grounds.  The  or- 
Butts,  the  unfortunate  Fcrgusson  namentation  of  the  grounds  had  still 
mare  being  ignobly  yoked  for  the  to  be  carried  out,  the  drive  up  to  the 
occasion  to  a  less  high  bred  but  house  being  little  different  from  a 
equally  gummy  companion.  The  common  field — and  there  was  no 
party  consisted  of  Mary  Drew,  flower-garden  to  speak  of,  or  any- 
Sybil,  Eva,  and  myself ;  Aunt  Emily  thing  which  offered  the  opportunity 
excused  herself  from  the  exertion,  for  complimenting  the  proprietor; 
and  Aunt  Honoria  could  not  come,  while  it  was  curious  to  observe 
as  the  excursion  would  have  inter-  Mary  Drew  walking  like  a  stranger 
fered  with  afternoon  service.  The  about  her  fathers  grounds,  or  look- 
road  lay  up  the  narrow  valley  of  ing  at  the  rooms  of  a  house  in 
the  Yew,  with  hills  clothed  in  splen-  which  she  could  not  remember  ever 
did  woods  on  either  side.  We  having  slept.  Almost  immediately 
passed  one  or  two  pretty  country  behind  the  house  wo  came  on  the 
seats,  Mr.  Shecpshanks's  modest  villa  coverts,  plentifully  tenanted  by 
among  them,  lying  low  down  on  pheasants  with  their  young  broods, 
the  Yew  bank,  before  we  came  and  their  feeding- troughs  guarded 
to  Squire  Drew's,  situated  at  the  by  chained  dogs ;  and  then  we 
head  of  a  little  valley  which  ran  passed  through  some  fields  farmed 
down  at  right  angles  to  the  main  by  the  Squire  himself.  The  most 
one,  on  the  border-land  between  the  striking  thing  at  first  about  the  ■ 
woods  and  the  moors  above,  cleverly  estate  was  the  dilapidated  condition 
placed  so  as  to  command  the  smallest  of  the  labourers'  thatched  cottages ; 
possible  view — a  white-plastered,  and  I  took  occasion  to  observe  that 
comfortable,  ugly  house,  under  the  they  looked  to  be  more  picturesque 
porch  of  which  the  Squire,  stooping  than  comfortable.  Thev  cost  a  lot 
slightly,  as  was  his  wont,  and  with  of  money  to  keep  up,  nowever,  did 
his  spectacles  on,  stood  waiting  to  those  cottages,  said  Mr.  Drew.  I 
receive  us.  The  interior  of  the  thereon  inquired  how  wages  stood 
house  corresponded  with  the  appear-  in  these  parts,  and  was  told  that 
ance  of  the  outside,  and  was  prob-  they  were  fairly  satisfactory — gene- 
ably  just  as  the  late  Mrs.  Drew  had  rally  about  nine  or  ten  shillings  a- 
left  it  A  drawing-room  evidently  week,  and  seldom  so  high  as  eleven 
disused,  and  the  anteroom,  gave  shillings.  "You  see,  if  we  take  a 
evidence  of  a  taste  in  art,  and  the  man  on  in  the  spring  we  promise 
things  we  saw  had  been  collected  by  him  a  bonus  of  ten  or  fifteen  shil- 
the  Squire  when  travelling  abroad  lings  after  the  harvest,  and  that 
twenty  years  before.  But  his  art  keeps  the  hands  with  you  right 
education  had  become  stereotyped  through  the  season.  Otherwise  they 
at  this  point,  or  the  love  of  money  would  be  off  all  over  the  country 
had  intervened  to  stop  the  process  in  mowing  and  reaping  times.  But 
of  collecting,  for  there  was  nothing  rates  are  high,   very  high ;  in  the 
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winter,  especially,  if  it  comes  a  frost,  brought    down    from    the     house, 

the  Stampton  Union  is  crowded."  Trout-salad,  chicken  and  tongue,  syl- 

The  conversation  which  then  labub,  late  strawberries  and  cream, 
followed,  about  the  poor-rates  and  with  cakes  and  tartines,  formed  our 
the  general  difficulty  farmers  and  repast  Tea  and  coffee  were  pre- 
landlords  found  in  paying  their  pared  by  Mary  Drew,  while  various 
way,  was,  however,  interrupted  as  wines  and  some  wonderful  Yew cester- 
we  reached  the  edge  of  the  culti-  shire  cider  were  provided  for  those 
vated  table-land  and  entered  on  the  who  preferred  stronger  drink.'  Some 
wooded  side  of  the  hill  overlooking  of  this  last-named  fluid,  I  was  in- 
the  main  valley  and  river.  Here  formed,  had  been  drunk  at  the 
the  narrow  path  and  the  beauty  of  Stampton  Conservative  banquet  two 
the  scene  were  alike  sufficient  to  years  before,  and  was  pronounced 
extinguish  any  desire  for  a  discussion  by  the  local  paper  to  be  equal 
on  the  dismal  science;  and  when  to  superior  champagne;  and,  apart 
we  reached  a  small  plateau  whereon  from  comparisons,  it  was  certainly 
stood  a  summer-house,  the  view  was  a  most  excellent  beverage,  although 
beautiful  enough  to  attract  the  af-  possibly  suggestive  of  gout  Our 
tention  of  the  most  indifferent  The  little  feast,  in  such  scenery,  on  a 
woods  extended  straight  down  to  the  lovely  summer  evening,  could  not 
river  about  two  hundred  feet  below  fail  to  go  off  well ;  and  the  pleasure 
us,  the  red  bank  and  white  shingle  of  the  picnic  was  much  enhanced 
bed  of  which  set  off  the  bright  by  the  timely  arrival  of  Mr.  Fergus- 
green  of  the  strips  of  meadow-land,  son  and  his  second  daughter.  He 
dotted  with  noble  elms,  which  bor-  had  taken  advantage  of  a  profes- 
dered  the  little  stream  on  one  side  sional  visit  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
or  the  other,  as  it  meandered  to  and  drive  her  out ;  and,  putting  up  his 
fro ;  while  opposite  us,  and  rising  to  horse  and  gig  at  the  little  farm  be- 
the  same  height,  were  hills  also  low,  he  and  the  young  lady  climbed 
wooded,  and  in  the  full  splendour  of  up  the  wood ;  and  the  party  being 
summer  foliage.  A  few  cows  feed-  simultaneously  completed  by  the  ad- 
ing  in  the  meadows,  a  fly-fisher  dition  of  a  neighbouring  squire  who 
pursuing  his  sport,  a  cart  slowly  joined  us  at  this  rendezvous,  we  sat 
crossing  the  bridge  over  the  stream  down  on  the  benches  of  the  summer- 
below,  the  smoke  from  a  cottage,  house  to  our  meal, 
were,  %ave  the  birds  singing  in  the  This  concluded,  the  young  ladies 
trees,  the  only  objects  in  movement;  set  about  collecting  wild-flowers; 
the  scene  was  redolent  of  the  quiet  while  Mr.  Drew,  producing  some 
sweetness  of  sylvan  beauty  only  to  very  tolerable  cigars — the  wreck  of 
be  found  in  England;  while  the  his  property,  apparently,  after  the 
surroundings  were  suggestive  of  that  poor-rates  had  been  paid — the  men, 
happy  state  of  life  where  pheasants  more  lazily  disposed,  arranged  them- 
aro  abundant  and  wages  stand  at  selves  for  a  quiet  smoke  on  the 
nine  shillings  a-week.  grassy  bank. 

But  such  reflections  hardly  found  "  Well,"  said  I,  "  when  that  re- 
time for  expression  in  view  of  the  distribution  of  property  takes  place 
cheerful  bustle  of  the  immediate  among  our  citizens  whieh  the  pro- 
foreground.  A  gamekeeper  had  phets  foretell,  I  think  this  is  the 
already  lighted  a  wood-fire  beside  particular  bit  which  I  should  like 
the  summer-house,  and  was  engaged  to  have  registered  in  my  name, 
in  spreading  on  the  table  the  con-  With  a  neat  little  four-roomed  cot- 
tents  of  a  hamper  which  a  lad  had  tage  on  this  plateau,  a  fly-rod,  and 
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the  run  of  these  woods  in  October,  brought  up  in  sound  principles,  and 

a  republic  under  those   conditions  ought  to  know  better,   go  over  to 

would  not  be  such  a  bad  thing  after  the  enemy's  camp,    what  can  you 

all."  expect  from  those  who  have  never 

"  Ah !    those    days    are    coming,  been  taught  what  is  right,  and  who 

and  sooner  than  people  think,"  said  have  nothing  to  lose  by  change  and 

Fergusson,  with  a  sigh:  "the  only  revolution?" 

difference  is  that  there  will  be  no  This  was  evidently  meant  for  a 

property  left  to  divide."     And  the  hit  at  his  brother  squire,   a  stout 

prosperous  doctor,  as  he  said  this,  hale  man  about  twice  Drew's  weight, 

took  a  melancholy  pull  at  his  ha-  who,  as  he  smiled  good-humouredly 

vannah,  as  if  he  would  at  least  finish  at  the  attack,  looked  the  very  per- 

tliat  before  the  evil  time  arrived.  Bonification  of  substantial  prosperity. 

"At    any    rate,"    added    Drew,  uYes,"    added  Fergusson;    "but 

"  there  will  be  such  a  lot  of  people  our  friend  here  has  merely  followed 

to  cut  in  for  shares,   that  no  one  the    bad    example    set  him.     Tt  is 

will  be  left  with  a  bit  of  land  bigger  Strickland's  defection  that  has  bro- 

than  what  wo  arc  now  sitting  on."  ken  up  the  county  and  made  politi- 

And  the  Squire  threw  a  glance  over  cal  consistency  a  byword." 

the  visible  portion  of  his  property  Then  it  was  explained  to  me  how 

up  and  down  the  valley,  as  though  Mr.  Strickland,  the  greatest  landed 

taking  a  farewell  view  of  it  before  proprietor,  and  the  head  of  the  old- 

thc  preliminary  staking  out  of  lots  est  family  in  the  county,  who  had 

commenced.  represented  it  for  thirty  years  in  the 

"  Yes,"  continued  Fergusson,  "  we  Conservative  interest^  had  lately 
are  going  ahead  at  a  tremendous  changed  sides  and  voted  for  the  dis- 
rate. The  Irish  Church  destroyed ;  establishment  of  the  Irish  Church 
university  tests  abolished ;  purchase  and  the  abolition  of  university 
done  away  in  the  army ;  the  House  tests,  and  how  it  was  understood 
of  Lords  tottering;  and  now  the  Mr.  Merrifield  was  going  to  raise 
Land  Reform  League  and  Repub-  him  to  the  peerage  as  a  reward  for 
liean  Society  are  beginning  their  his  tergiversation, 
machinations,  and  they  won't  be  "But  I  thought,"  said  Drew, 
easily  satisfied."  "you  at  least,  Captain  West,  as  a 

"Yes,    indeed,"    chimed    in    the  military  man,  would  be  a  Conser- 

Squire,  "  Mr.  Merrifield  has  found  it  vative.     Is  it  possible,"  ho  added, 

very  easy  to  set  the  stone  a-rolling,  with  a  shrewd  smile,   "  that  these 

but  it  will  puzzle  him  or  anybody  levelling    doctrines  *can    have    per- 

else  to  stop  it"  meated  the  army  ?  Surely,  now,  you 

Then  both  speakers  relapsed  into  can't  approve  of    the    abolition  of 

silence,  puffing  their  cigars  moodily,  purchase?" 

as    if    awaiting  in  despair  the  im-  "Well,  considering  that  we  have 

pending  final  crash  of  the  avalanche,  got  along  for  the  last  hundred  years 

ik  I  infer  from    these    remarks,"  in  my  regiment  without  purchase,  I 

said  I,  after  a  pause,  "that  I  have  don't  suppose  its  abolition  is  likely 

the  honour  of  being  in  the  society  to  have  a  very  disastrous  effect  upon 

of    two   Tories.     This  is  quite    an  us.     But  I  claim  to  be  a  Conservm- 

agrceable  surprise,  for  I  had  been  tive  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term, 

led  to  suppose  that  the  genus  was  at  least  if  I  understand  what  the  name 

extinct."  means.    It  is  only,  I  suppose,  an  out 

"It  will  very  soon  be  so,"  said  and  out  Tory  of  the  most  bigoted 

Drew.     "  When  men  who  have  been  school  who  would  want  to  conserve 
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everything  good  or  bad.     A  reason-  shanks  to  back  him,  and  the  tenants 

able  Conservative,  it  may  be  assumed,  of   all    those    neat  cottages  in   the 

only  wants  to  preserve  what  is  good,  lower  town  sure  to  vote  for  him  ?" 

and  is  ready  to  improve  what  is  bad.  "  Well,    I    don't     know    exactly 

I  am  quite  prepared  to  be  judged  by  about  Lord  Wraymoutb,  because  he 

that  canon."  has  been   our  member  for  so  long;, 

u I  fear  it  is  only  too  true,'1  said  and  we  are  all  creatures  of  habit; 

Fergusson,  "  that  Captain  West  is  but  Lord  Wraymouth  may  be  called 

but  a  Radical  in  disguise.     Another  up  to  the  House  of  Lords  any  day,  for 

poor  erring  brother,  Morton,  come  old  Lord  Stowe  must  be  close  upon 

to  join  your  sheepfold."  ninety,  and  we  certainly   shouldn't 

But  our  discussion  was  interrupt-  allow  a  new  man  to  be  brought  in 

ed  at  this  point  by  the  return  of  the  without  a   struggle.       Besides,    the 

young  ladies  laden  with  ferns  and  present  state  of  things  can't  last  for 

flowers  ;  and  the  shaggy  pony  also  ever.      Mr.  Sheepshanks   is    an  old 

having  arrived  for  Eva  to  ride  upon,  man   himself,   and  his  grandson  is 

with   a  shawl  for  a   habit,  we   re-  a  young  boy  at  school,   and  there 

turned  towards  the  house.  might  be  time  before  he   could  fill 

41  He  is  a   shrewd  fellow,  is  our  Mr.  Sheepshanks' s  place  to  establish 

host,"  said   Fergusson,  as  we  were  the     Conservative,    interests    on    a 

wending    our    way   in    Indian     file  strong  basis." 

along  the  narrow  path  from  the  "  But  is  not  all  this  rather  a  look- 
summer-house — uand,  as  you  may  ing  ahead  into  the  days  of  the  re- 
have  inferred  from  his  conversation,  public,  when  there  will  be  no  squires 
a  man  of  sound  political  opinions,  left  to  stand  for  counties  or  bor- 
He  ought  to  be  in  Parliament,  and  oughs  either,  and  the  possession  of 
I  hope  we  shall  get  him  in  some  property  of  any  sort  will  be  a  disqua- 
day."  lification  for  becoming  a  representa- 

44  Why,    I    thought    your    party  tive  of  the  people  ?" 

were    at    a    complete     discount    in  "  True,"  said  the  doctor,  laughing, 

these    regions.      Surely    Leatherby  "  there  is  no  saying  how  soon  these 

is  Liberal  to  the  backbone  ?     They  evil  days  may  be  upon  us,  and  the 

tell  mc   that  the   last  election   was  prospect  gives  me  the  only  sleepless 

not  even  contested."  nights  I  ever  have  had  ;  but  it  is  to 

"No  mere  it  was,  but  then  you  be  hoped  the  Conservative  party 
may  put  that  down  to  personal  con-  will  give  a  kick  or  two  before  it  is 
siderations.  Mr.  Sheepshanks  is  finally  trampled  out." 
everything  to  the  town,  and  many  u  Well,  but  I  suppose  you  hardly 
people  would  stand  by  him  who  expect,  amid  your  gloomy  forebod- 
belong  to  the  opposite  side — cer-  ings,  that  the  principle  of  hereditary 
tainly  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  legislators  will  last  as  long  as  the  re- 
vote  against  him  myself ;  and  al-  spected  Mr.  Sheepshanks.  Does  not 
though  Lord  Wraymouth  doesn't  the  prospect  of  Lord  Wraymouth 
do  much  for  the  place  directly,  still  coming  down  as  the  Earl  of  Stowe, 
he  is  in  the  Government,  and  has  with  money  in  both  pockets,  to 
helped  on  a  good  many  of  the  claim  the  suffrage  of  his  old  friends 
townsfolk.  But  now  all  that  sort  for  a  continuance  of  his  seat  in  the 
of  thing  has  come  to  an  end  with  Lower  House,  disturb  your  slumbers 
these  competitive  examinations,  sometimes?  However,  at  any  rate, 
and  I  expect  at  the  next  election  you  have  one  consolation.  What- 
he  will  have  to  fight  for  his  seat."  ever    happens,    the    inhabitants    of 

" What!    even    with   Mr.  Sheep-  these  meadow-lands    are  like  to  go 
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on  suffering  from  the  rheumatics  if  many  of  my  patients  know  that  I 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  and  I  have  any  political  opinions,  and  I 
should  think  not  even  a  political  am  sure  I  very  often  know  nothing 
millennium  will  clear  the  low-lying  about  theirs.  You  must  not  sirp- 
lanes  of  Leatherby  from  occasional  pose  that  I  speak  as  openly  to  every- 
typhus.  That  must  be  an  abiding  body  as  I  have  done  to  you,  but  I 
consolation  to  gentlemen  of  your  have  known  your  wife  and  her  sis- 
profession,  doctor.  Wo  poor  soldiers  ter  so  many  years,  and  they  are 
may  have  our  occupation  stopped  so  intimate  with  my  girls,  that  I 
any  day,  but  your  fraternity  will  be  feel  that  I  am  speaking  as  to  an  old 
allowed  to  go  on  killing  people  to  friend.  And,  oddly  enough,  I  took 
the  end  of  the  chapter."  it  for  granted  that  you  must  be  on 

44  Yes,  but  then  by  that  time  the  the  right  side.     But  in  fact  we  have 

citizen  will  expect   to  be  attended  had  no  politics  here  since  I  have 

for  nothing,  or  else  there  will  be  a  been  settled  in    the    place,   and  I 

general  participation  of  profits,  the  don't  suppose  we  shall  have  as  long 

result  being  a    very    unfair    day's  as  Mr.  Sheepshanks  lives." 
wages  for  a  fair  day's  work,  which        At  this  point  we  reached  the  top 

won't  leave  life  worth  having,  or,  at  of  the  woods,  and  were  able  to  join 

any  rate,  worth  taking."  in   the  general   conversation  as  we 

44  If  it's  not  an  improper  question,  returned  to  the  house ;  and  declining 
I  should  like  to  ask  how  far  you  the  Squire's  offer  of  further  refresh- 
carry  politics  into  your  professional  ments,  Mr.  Fergusson  and  his  daugh- 
practice,  Mr.  Fergusson  ?  Do  you  ter  mounted  the  gig,  and  the  rest  of 
attend  only  those  patients  whose  us  took  our  seats  in  the  fly,  and 
principles  are  of  the  right  sort,  or  were  drawn  back  to  Leatherby  in 
do  you  sink  these  little  differences  the  summer  twilight,  by  the  Fer- 
in  the  faco  of  illness  ?"  gusson  mare   and  her  stable  com* 

44  Weil,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  doubt  panion. 


1872.]  Church  Rtform.  567 


CHURCH  REFORM* 

44 It 'hath   been1  the  wisdom  of  the  servative  spirit  of  the  English  mind, 

Church  of  England,  ever  since  the  first  md  especially  of  the  mind  ecclesias- 

compihng   of    her    public   Liturgy,   to  ..    i     r  t  »         x      x     al  •  ±T^ 

keep   the  mean  between   the  two   ex-  *«">  **d  ™?  ™"  .to  th®  conviction 

tremes  of  too  much  stiflhess  in  refusing,  entertained  by  divines  of  all  parties 

and  too  much  easiness  in  admitting,  that  all  attempts  at  alteration  would 

any  variation  from  it     For  as,  on  the  prove   unsatisfactory,    as   they  had 

one  6ide,  common  experience  showeth  £A#~„-,      *k:«  «»«»,  k«  «  ««««  ^^,,u**.,i 

that  where  a  change  hath  been  made  of  °<*ore,— this  may  be  a  very  doubtful 

tilings  advisedly  established  (no  evident  question.      The  fact  remains.      The 

necessity   so   requiring),  sundry  ineon-  English   Book   of    Common   Prayer 

veniences  have  thereupon  ensued,  and  has  continued  to  this  day,  with  the 

Sr^v^XhTe"  SftnEdS  ««*«<>*,<*  the  « -formal 
be  remedied  by  such  change;  so,  on  changes  in  the  names  of  the  sove- 
thc  other  hand,  the  particular  forms  of  reign  and  the  royal  family,  identical 
divine  worship,  and  the  rites  and  cere-  with  the  sealed  book  of  1662.  Dur- 
monies  appointed  to  be  used  therein  ing  the  two  intervening  centuries 
being  things  m  their  own  nature  indif-  ,±°  „OA  x^A  mMA*  «*  «  «u„„~v  u:„ 
ferc^t  and9  alterable,  and  so  acknow-  (to,  use  the  words  of  a  church  his- 
ledsred,  it  is  but  reasonable  that,  upon  torian  who  cannot  be  charged  with 
weighty  and  important  considerations,  latitudinarian  or  revolutionary  ten- 
according  to  the  various  exigencies  of  dencies),   "The  kingdom  has  been 

SS£t££  SS3X  Zt  gSSr.-g  »««««  «&  *«*<* in  every  specie. 
those  that  are  in  place  of  authority  of  improvement,  and  a  correspond- 
should  from  time  to  time  seem  either  ing  alteration  in  the  laws  on  every 
necessary  or  expedient."  subject  has  taken  place.  During 
It  is  surely  not  a  little  singular  this  period  nothing  has  been  reme- 
that  a  manual  put  forth  with  died  in  the  Church."* 
such  a  preface  above  two  hundred  Some  of  the  causes  of  this  long- 
years  ago,  and  which  has  been  in  continued  and  passive  acquiescence 
constant  use  ever  since,  should  are  readily  noted.  The  earnest 
nevertheless  have  remained  up  to  minds  who  were  most  dissatisfied, 
this  day  unchanged  in  word  or  syl-  on  doctrinal  grounds,  with  the  for- 
lable.  When  the  excellent  Bishop  mularies  of  public  worship  as  finally 
Sanderson  (if  it  was  he)  drew  up  settled  by  the  conference  at  the 
that  preface  to  the  Book  of  Common  Savoy,  found  their  own  remedy  in 
Prayer,  after  its  last  review  at  the  Nonconformity.  Forced  by  that 
Savoy  Conference  —  not  without  Act  of  Uniformity,  which  was  framed 
some  marked  expressions  of  com-  purposely  against  them  by  a  hostile 
placcncy  on  the  part  of  himself  and  and  triumphant  majority,  either  to 
liis  colleagues,  as  having  thoroughly  declare  their  "  unfeigned  assent  and 
overthrown  the  Presbyterian  cham-  consent "  to  die  whole  contents  of  the 
pions  in  that  encounter — he  could  book — for  the  authorities  would  not 
hardly  have  calculated  upon  their  be  satisfied  with  a  mere  promise  to 
work  lasting  so  long.  How  far  this  accept  and  use  it — a  body  of  more 
remarkable  instance  of  permanence  than  two  thousand  men,  ministers 
is  due  to  the  inherent  excellence  of  of  the  Church  of  England  as  then 
the  work  itself,  how  far  to  the  con-  existing,  though  most  of  them  had 

*  Bp.  Short 
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received  only  Presbyterian  ordina-  sed  Church  principles  it  was  a  period 
tion  (that  is,  not  from  the  hands  of  of  apathy.      It  is  not  necessary  to 
bishops),  withdrew  or  were  ejected  adopt  the  one-sided   statements  of 
from  their  benefices  or  other  recog-  Lord  Macaulay,   and    still    less    to 
nised  positions.     Of  the  charity  and  countenance  the  virulent  slander  of 
the  policy  of  that  Act  itself    (for  Mr.    Goldwin   Smith  when    he    de- 
which,    it    must   be    remembered,  scribes  the  chief  supporters  of  the 
Parliament    and    not    the    Church  Established  Church  as   "  profligate 
is    responsible)    we    are    not    now  intriguers,  practical  atheists,  and  po- 
going  to  speak.      It  has  been  char-  litical  sharpers ;"   but  the    chill  of 
acterisod  by  one  of  the  ablest  of  worldliness  and  indolence  had  fol- 
our  modern  prelates  as  having  been  lowed  the  fever-heat  of  the  Reforma- 
"  disastrous  in  its  consequences  as  tion,  and  such  zeal  as  there  was  left 
it  was    cruel  in  its    intentions ;"  *  in  the  body  showed  itself  far  more 
by  another  as  having  been  "  devised  in  the  persecution  of  the  hated  sec- 
for  the  express  purpose  of  driving  tarics  than  in  any  desire  for  inter- 
out  of    the  Church  many  persons  nal  reform.      The  pictures  of  the 
whom  we  should  be  glad  nowadays  Church  in  those  days,  which  cynical 
to  retain  and  employ  as  its  minis-  historians  have  drawn  for  us,   by 
ters : "  t    and  these  judgments  are  piecing  together  fragments  of  con- 
hardly    too    severe.       The    result,  temporary  notices  which  were  often 
so    far    as    the  book    of    Common  confessedly  satirical,  do  more  credit 
Prayer  was  concerned,  was  a  quiet  to  their  ingenuity  than  their  fidelity, 
resting    in    what    had    been    done.  But  it  seems   equally   certain  that 
Within  the  now  circumscribed  fold  on  the  other  side  we  have  often  had 
of    orthodoxy,    not    a    tongue    was  presented  to  us  views  of  the *'  good 
moved  against  the  established  ritual,  old  Church    of     England,"    which 
Baxter,    Calamy,   Bates,   and    their  never  had  any  existing  original,  and 
fellows,  who  had  made  their  vain  which  are  only  the  reflex  of  the  warm 
appeal  at  the  last  Conference,  had  imagination  of  the  excellent  writers, 
no  claim  to  be  heard  again  after  they  Probably  the  golden  age  of  churches 
had  separated  themselves  from  the  as  of  nations  was  never  seen  but  by 
body  of  the  Church :  while  those  of  the  eye  of  poet  or  prophet ;  but  at 
the  Puritan  party  who  had  conform-  least  we  must  not  look  for  it  in 
cd  unwillingly,  and  somewhat  against  England    in    the    seventeenth    and 
their  conscience,  remained  silent  for  eighteenth    centuries.       When  was 
very  shame.     There  fell  a  deadncss  that  ideal  past,  when  congregations 
upon  the  Church  of  England  after  of  earnest  worshippers  crowded  Our 
this  forcible   disruption :    a   disrup-  churches,  listened  reverently  to  or- 
tion  which,  while   it  no   doubt  re-  thodox  preachers,   and  followed  in- 
moved  some  incongruous  and  imprac-  telligently    the    order    of    Common 
ticable  elements,  still  carried  away  Prayer  ?   Let  us  only  remember  what 
with  it  an  immense  amount  of  vig-  education  was  in  those  days,  and 
our  and  earnest  spiritual  life  which,  then  take  down  the  sermons  of  Ham- 
nude  r  happier    management,   might  mond  or  Bevcridge.  or  even   those 
have  been  retained  and  assimilated,  of  "silver-tongued     Smith,  preach- 
There  were  some  great  divines,  no  ed  to  his  rural  congregation  at  Hus- 
doubt,  and  many  saintly  lives  among  band's  Bosworth,  and  ask  ourselves 
the  members  of  the  Church  during  honestly,  how  many  of  their  hearers 
the    Hanoverian    reigns;    but  with  could  have    gained  'any  edification 
the  great  mass  of  those  who  profes-  therefrom  ?      Here    and    there,   no 

*  Bp.  Thirlwall.  f  Bp.  of  London's  Charge,  Dec.  1862. 
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doubt,  remarkable  men   made,   each  mist's  principle  was,  not  to  limit  or 

in  their  place,   remarkable   parishes,  quench  the  spirit   by  any  bonds  of 

as   they   would    now.     Courtly   arid  formality  :    the   Ch  urch- of -England - 

gracious      gentlemen      like     George  man's   boast   was,  "  not   to  meddle 

Herbert,  in  whom  the  real  humility  with      them     that     are      given     to 

of  the  Christian  only  threw  an  ad-  change." 

ditional  charm  oyer   his  aristocratic  IfcafMBOdieB  proposed  by  amateur 

refinement,  could   by  perianal  intlu-  liturgical    reformers   have   in   many 

enee  and  attraction,  a,-;  much  as  by  cases  contributed  to  make  tbo  very 

anything  else,  draw  together  many  name  of  such  reform  distasteful  to 

■f  (Jiipr  ,-ii.  .  .  i.  i  -..I.  .  I.,  r  mi-inkr  •  f  il.i-i  It-it-  li  Kojli 
day  prayers  ;  men  of  a  coarser  stamp,  ard  Baxter,  at  the  Savoy  i  'onferencc, 
but  equul  earnestness-  and  zeal,  like  was  not  content  with  the  exceptions 
good  Bishop  Wilson,  could  exercise  taken  by  his  colleagues  to  the  Lit- 
a  discipline  nhiiosl  primitive  in  its  nrpy  as  it  stood,  or  with  the  addi- 
njture  over  an  attached  people ;  and,  tions  which  they  proposed,  but  drew 
in  many  quiet  corners,  some  of  those  up  and  presented  to  the  Commia- 
unknown  benefactors  of  the  world  sioncrs  a  new  form  of  Public  Prayer, 
who  are  content  ti>  do  good  and  be  which  he  styled  "  The  Reformed 
forgotten,  kept  up  among  their  con-  Liturgy,"  and  whirl*,  with  a  curious 
gragations  not  only  orthodox  Church  self- complacency ,  be  thought  might 
principles,  but  devout  Christian  be  accepted  as  i  substitute  for  the 
practice.  But  the  great  mass  of  the  time- honoured  words  of  the  existing 
people  remained,  M  they  had  been  office.  The  claim  which  he  and 
in  thodnys  before  the  lie  formation,  others  set  up  for  the  right  of  the 
in  a  state  of  semi-heathenism.  Their  minister  at  public  worship  to  use 
religion  was  Utile  better  than  super-  extemporary  prayer  is  at  least  intcl- 
stition.  They  probably  attended  liable  enough ;  but  that  any  man 
the  church  service?  somewhat  more  should  have  seriously  supposed  that 
regularly  than  they  do  now;  they  his  own  printed  compilation  of  de- 
listened,  or  did  not  listen,  to  words  volinns  should  be  adopted  as  the 
which  were  not  much  more  in-  ritual-book  of  the  ancient  Church 
telligiblc  to  them  now  in  their  of  England  is  only  to  be  accounted 
own  "  Tulgar  tonirue"  than  they  had  for  by  bearing  in  mind  the  unae- 
been  in  the  medieval  Latin.  They  countable  vagaries  of  spiritual  con- 
continued  to  regard  the  whole  ser-  ceiL  The  "  Revised  Prayer -Book'' 
vice  as  the  priest's  business  rather  put  forth  in  1S52,  and  "The  Prayer- 
than  their  own,  and  were  not  critical  Hook  Remodelled"  of  I860 — "  ad- 
iu  matter-  which  hv,  n  ■■;  they  thought,  apted  to  the  Men  and  Circumstances 
beyond  their  province.  Noncou-  of  the  present  Times"— wore  eer. 
formity,  on  the  other  hand,  was  tainly  not  happ3'  specimens  of  the 
active  and  restless.  Those  who  pro-  taste  or  the  discretion  of  modern 
fessed  it  were,  in  the  very  nature  of  liturgical  reformers.  The  latter,  wo 
things,  earnest  men,  most  of  them  remember,  by  way  of  improvement 
sufferers  for  conscience'  sake;  they  upon  the  old-fashioned  rubric,  di- 
were  fanatics,  many  of  them,  and  rected  the  minister  in  attorney's 
thcirreligion  had  Tioire /eat  in  It,  per-  English  to  "lay  his  hand  on  the 
haps,  than  love  ;  but  it  is  no  dispar-  shoulder  of  the  baptised  party;" 
agement  to  tin  Established  Church  spoke  of  the  Ten  Commandments, 
to  say  of  them  that,  in  proportion  by  way  of  making  them  more  intel- 
to  their  numbers,  there  was  far  less  ligible  to  the  unlearned,  as  the 
coldness  and  indifference  about  "  Decalogue ;"'  discarded  (in  order, 
spiritual    things.      The    Nonconfor-  we     must     suppose,    to    meet     the 
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"circumstances  of  the  times")  the  mit   the  notion   of  any  change   in 

grand  old  marriage  vow,  "  for  better,  the    letter    of     the     Prayer-Bcok. 

for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  in  The    same    feeling  —  conscientious, 

sickness  and   in   health,  till   death  no  doubt,  on   their  parts — has  led 

us  do  part ;"  changed   "  this   man  the  compilers  of  the  new  Lectionary 

and  this  woman"   into   "  these  our  into  what,  amongst  many  undoubted 

friends  ;"  *    struck    out    altogether  improvements,  we  cannot  help  think- 

the    prayer    of    humble   confession  ing  a  most  unhappy  mistake.     They 

before    the    administration    of    the  felt  that  the  Morning   Service  was 

Communion,    'softened    down     the  too  long ;  and  the  only  course  which 

words   "  miserable  sinners"  in   the  seemed  open  to  them  in  the  way  of 

General  Confession,  and  erased  them  remedy  was  to  shorten  the  Scripture 

wholly    from    the    Litany.      While  lessons.     On  the  theory  of  a  Daily 

permitting  the  words  of  administra-  Service,  and   that  service  being  re- 

tion  in  the  Communion  office  to  be  gularly  attended  —  a  theory  which 

used    to    "as    many   as    can    con-  every    one    knows    to    be    wholly 

veniently    kneel    or    stand    before  visionary — this  abbreviation  is  wise 

the  Table  at  one  time,"  it  insisted  and  good.     But  when  it  practically 

on  the  bishop  putting  a  long  ques-  comes  to  this,  that  on  the   Sunday 

tion    to    each    candidate    for    Con-  mornings  a  congregation  of  unlearned 

firmation     individually.       The     au-  worshippers    have  frequently   some 

thors  of  this  improved  edition  pru-  twenty  verses  only — often   lesst — 

dently   remained   anonymous.     But  out  of  one  of  the  Gospels  read  to 

the  suggestions  of  some  of  those  who  them,  instead  of  a  whole  chapter  as 

ought  to  have  spoken  with  authority  in  the  old  calendar,  the  loss  is  griev- 

on  such  a  question  have  not  always  ous  indeed.      Long    prayers  might 

been   much   happier.     A   bishop  of  be  wearisome,  and  to  many  unintel- 

Lincoln,    in    his    charge    for    1858,  ligible;  long  sermons  might  bo  still 

admitting  that  the  Morning  Service  more    wearisome    to    one    class    of 

was  "perhaps  sometimes  over  long,"  hearers,  and  still  more  unintelligible* 

could  hit  upon  no  better  expedient  to  another  ;  but  surely  no  man,  wise 

in    order    to    its    possible    abridg-  or  simple,  who  ever  entered  within 

ment  than  this, — "that  in  country  a  church-door  with  but  a  moderate 

parishes  the  singing  should  be  di-  comprehension    of    what    he    went 

minished"  !      So    helplessly  bound  there  for,  ever  complained  of  weari- 

was    a    man,    otherwise    able    and  ness    of    the   grand   words    of    the 

sensible,    in    the    trammels   of    uni-  Evangelists. 

formity,    that    he   would    have    re-        The  main  difficulty  which  stands 

trenched  that  portion  of  the  service  in  the  way  of  any  alteration  in  the 

which  to  the  unlearned  especially  is  present  order  of  Common  Prayer  is, 

a  favourite   form   of   devotion,   and  that  there  arc  two  distinct  classes  of 

which  is  felt  by  all  as  a  wholesome  its  reformers.     Those  who  met  so 

relaxation  from  the  graver  duty  of  lately  in  St.  James's  Hall  were  men 

continuous  prayer,  rather  than  ad-  representing   almost   all    shades    of 

*  u  It  is  the  form  of  words  with  which  a  pauper  is  married  out  of  the  union,  and  the 
very  same  form  of  words  is  used  when,  with  all  the  solemnity  and  prodigal  magnifi- 
cence of  imperial  state,  under  the  roof  of  the  royal  chapel  of  St.  George  at  Windsor, 
the  heir  to  the  crown  of  this  country  weds  the  woman  of  his  choice.  I  said  the 
'woman'  of  his  choice:  for,  thank  Heaven,  the  Prayer- Book  makes  no  distinction 
of  rank.  Be  the  bride  who  6hc  may — a  princess  in  diamonds  or  a  beggar-last*  in 
tatters — she  is  all  the  same  a  *  woman  — a  good  English  *  woman ' — no  4  lady.'  " — Mr. 
Bcresford  Hope,  "Social  Influence  of  the  Prayer- Book ."  Kidgway,  18GJJ. 

t  In  twenty-six  of  the  daily  lessons  the  average  is  under  ten. 


lets.]                                            Church  &form.                                                571 

doctrinal  opinion,  and  their  views  ceed  not  from  one  of  that  "High 
upon  the  subject  of  reform  may  Church"  parly  with  whom  "  the 
on  the  whole  be  fairly  expressed  Prayer-Book,  the  whole  Prayer- 
in  the  words  used  by  one  of  the  Hook,  and  nothing  but  the  Prayer- 
speakers— Mr.  Rylc ;  they  demand  Book"  is  a  kind  of  watchword  of 
"more  liberty,  more  elasticity  in  orthodoxy,  but  from  one  to  whose 
the  Prayer-Book  services,"  which  mind  some  expressions  contained  in 
have  been  hitherto  "  too  long,  too  that  volume — for  instance,  in  the 
complicated,  and  not  adapted  to  Baptismal  service  —  do  not  alto- 
thc  busy  hard-working  men  of  the  pettier  commend  themselves.  But 
present  day."  Mr.  Rylc,  who  may  there  is  another  party  within  the 
be  taken  as  a  fair  representative,  as  pale  of  the  Church  who  openly 
ho  is  certainly  a  very  able  one,  of  demand,  on  doctrinal  grounds, 
the  views  commonly  known  as  what  they  would  call  the  expurga- 
"  evangelical,"  declares  distinctly  t'on  of  all  which  to  their  minds 
that  he  does  not  desire  what  is  fiavours  of  the  old  taint  of  Home, 
sometimes  understood  as  "Liturgi-  There  exists  a  Society  for  "pro- 
cal  Revision ;"  that  is,  he  does  not  tnoting  such  a  Revision  of  the 
wish  to  see  any  doctrinal  changes  Hook  of  Common  Prayer  as  will 
made  in  the  Prayer-Book.  These  strengthen  its  Protestant  and  Scrip- 
are  his  words: —  tural  character,"  by  changes  (as 
their  schedule  goes  on  to  set  forth) 
"There  are,  doubtless,  many  words  hi  tho  Communion  service,  and  in 
and  expression**  in  the  Prayer-  Bo  ok  the  offices  for  Baptism  and  Ordina- 
nhi.-lilMi.-JiiU  likeio-waltm-d.     Th.-y  tim,         "What    i'ivv    demand    is    not 


ii.      What    thev  demand    in 

:,S!;r».v:ir::;,a  i:::i:;,i.'a;  >'«.■■  >.^ <***■«>  *  •»«»., •*■ 

partly  from  inlii.-r-.-Fi I  ii1*<:urirv  of  m..-iin-  orevianon,  and  >, i!i |-1  lin-iition  With 
ii«,  and  partly  tram  tlie  unfair  hand-  which  Mr.  Ryle  and  his  friends 
lius;    at   prejmlii-i'.l,    niil.-jiruc'd,   or  un-    would    bo   content,    and    which    the 


word,  and  c^t^ZZt  'C  l\*«»<* '»  "ttU  ™f™S  ^?se' 

H.-L-  i-  ii,.   -11,1,1,-!  ,■ ,  .,f  ii, |S  <»>*■  »  reconstruction  of   fho  services 

i.- :,,-,:  .,,.-.       A    ]j.,...ii  (  ,.r,iri,;-i,.,i    i..,-  of  the  Church  of   KuL-lnml  upon  a  dif- 

Litnrtficiil    Revision   would   include    Kit-  fcrent— and    a     narrower — platform, 

imli-l*  and  S-:i.l-Mn~,  il.-=  well  ,„  Evmi-  Their  chairman,  at  one  of  their  last 

Sa.XnS'^  ^'T\T:U  meetings     declared    boldly   that   he 

do  more  [Win  ilian  !>,«ni,  ii  it  did  nny-  foresaw    the    possible    result  of    the 

thing  at  all.    In  short,  1  would  niii„T  Hiccess   of    such  a    movement,  and 

•  bear   the    ills    I    know,    than    flee    to  waa  prepared  to  risk  it  in  what  he 

other,  winch  I   know  not  of     Lo;>Ui.i«  (.()nsi(]m,i     tilt    mtl-.rcs(s    of    t^th. 

■■■iliiilv  nl    Ii.-:-   .mi, ■l.ii. .ii   ,.|    the  •  Inirch  ,,  ,-      ,      ,  ,    ,,  .„    ,  ,       .,; 

,.i   l-:ii:.-l.,„.'. -.!...:.,.  :i.  i.,--.  ,-  I  -l.onld        No  doubt   there  will    he  a  terrible 

like  to  see  would  lie  n  Commissi.. o  (or  struggle,     which     may     end     in     the 

reconstruct  im;.    rcvii-iiiL'.    or    iiddim;    to  entire     disruption     of     the    Church; 

our  LiUiru-y      \\  itUoul  u  -i/ccial  miracle,  ullt   ,Ve    mllst  ,]u   om  beat.      £  con. 

^^^^^SM  Emulate    the    mcc(iuS    ,,„    the   pro- 

from  its  finnds  (if,  ind, rd.lt  .vercii.ne  ^pect     before     us.'  t       1U   WO     not 

forth    again    alive)    completely   mined  concerned,     in     these    pages,    with 

and  spoiled."-  questions   of    doctrine.       It    is    the 
legitimate    boast   of    tho  Church  of 

These  words  carry  with  them  all  England  that  she  is  comprehensive, 

the  greater  weight,  because  they  pro-  as    a    national    church    should    be. 
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Any  changes  made  on  distinctly  doc-  office  in  not  precisely  the  sense 
trinal  grounds  would  drive  more  which  its  first  compilers  would 
good  men  out  of  the  Church  than  attach  to  it ;  nor  do  we  anathe- 
they  would  ever  draw  into  it  We  matise  the  4t  High  Church"  priest  as 
may  so  reconstruct  the  Prayer -Book,  a  Romanist  in  disguise,  because 
as  Lord  Lyttelton  says,  "  that  it  when  in  the  prayer  for  the  Church 
shall  become  the  shibboleth  of  a  militant  he  has  to  give  thanks  for 
party,  and  not  the  vox  totius  the  faithful  departed,  he  pauses  for  a 
Eccletim."  The  question  is  not,  moment,  and  breathes  also  a  silent 
whether,  if  we  had  now  to  draw  up  aspiration  for  the  repose  of  their 
forms  of  public  worship  ab  initio,  souls.  We  rather  rejoice  that  men 
we  should  draw  them  exactly  in  the  of  such  different  modes  of  thought 
words  chosen  or  adopted  by  the  should  be  found  doing  the  Church's 
compilers  of  the  Prayer-Book ;  whe-  work  in  their  several  ways,  and 
ther  men  of  this  or  that  school  of  uniting  at  least  to  fight  its  battle 
thought  within  the  Church  could  not  against  the  flood-tide  of  modern 
draw  up  forms  which  would  embody  scepticism  and  infidelity.  The 
more  satisfactorily  their  own  parti-  Church  can  spare  neither  the  one 
cular  views ;  but  whether,  having  nor  the  other.  We  do  not  believe  that 
such  forms  already  in  use,  in  the  either  the  one  or  the  other,  in  remain- 
general  tone  and  spirit  of  which  ing  officers  in  her  service,  are  ac- 
almost  all  agree,  the  intrinsic  beauty  tuated  by  motives  of  self-interest : 
and  fitness  of  which  nearly  all  and  we  incline  to  honour  the  men 
combine  to  praise,  and  whose  few  who,  rather  than  break  the  bond 
antiquated  or  questionable  formulas  of  unity,  make  up  their  minds  to 
all  moderate  men  agree  to  interpret  swallow — even  though  it  require  a 
in  some  general  sense  which  if  not  strong  gulp  —  some  of  their  own 
strictly  logical  is  largely  charitable,  conscientious  scruples.  When  Nel- 
we  snail  or  shall  not  be  con-  son  saw  a  great  opportunity  of  serv- 
tcnt  to  retain  these  as  they  are.  It  ing  his  country  before  him,  he  in- 
is  not  wise  to  sacrifice  this  common  terpreted  the  strict  letter  of  duty 
heritage  of  the  Church  of  England  very  liberally  indeed.  With  his 
in  the  hope  of  satisfying  a  few  scru-  glass  to  his  blind  eye,  he  "  could 
pulous  consciences,  with  the  cer-  not  see"  the  signal  of  recall.  No 
tainty  of  offending  and  alienating  one  thinks  him  the  less  loyal  to  the 
many  more.  The  existing  forms  of  discipline  of  the  service  in  which 
expression,  unpalatable  as  they  may  he  was  commissioned,  because  he 
be  to  some  good  men,  have  at  least  saw  a  larger  duty  overriding  the 
this  to  bo  said  in  their  defence—  less.  It  is  not  always  we  should 
they  are  ancient  They  are  not,  to  agree  with  the  Dean  of  West- 
tho  men  of  the  present  generation,  minster ;  but  we  go  with  him 
whatever  they  may  have  been  to  thoroughly  in  the  words  which  he 
the  generation  in  which  they  were  spoke  the  other  day  in  St  James's 
composed,  the  expression  of  any  Hall : — 
party  triumph,  the  assertions  of  a 

dominant   majority,   the   shibboleth  ..  T             .     . ,    T     .  .          _.       . 

,.,.     .     f       JJ     *  j  _  — v "Large  and  wide  I  wish  our  Church 

applied  to  test  suspected  members;  to  be:*iartfc  and  wide   it   ia  already: 

they  are  the  cold  crystallisation  of  but  I  cannot  conceive  anything  more 

processes  from  which  all  heat  has  ineffective  and  more  stupid  than  would 

evaporated  ages  ago.     We  are  not  *»  a  church  consisting  only  of  liberal 

Amnnir  those  who  would  cast  stones  churchmen,  or  a  church  counting  only 

among  tnosc  *  no  would  casi  swnes  of  congervatfro  churchmen,  or  a  church 

at  the  "evangelical'    minister,  wno  conuUtlng  only  of  evangelical  church- 
uses   the  words  of    the  Baptismal  men,  or  a  church  consisting  only  of 
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high  -  cliurcliTiien.         Let     ns    Include  such  a  comprehension  twelve  years 

them  nil  j—    an(j  eTe|1  pronounced   a   [Jiver- 

If    indeed    it    were    possible,   by  sity   of    denomin aliens   a   necessity 

some  few  modifications  in  the  word-  of   human   nature— possibly  oven  a 

ing  of  equivocal  phrases  in  the  Lit-  imntrtmiHil  provision  for  its  needs.t 

urgy,  to  bring  back  to  the  national  And  this  is  a  feeling  which  is  not 

Church    any  large  number   of    eon-  likely  to  have  grown  weaker  since, 
scientious      NoneomformJgta — which         It   stems,  then,   thit  there  would 

at   one   time    seems   to    have    been  be  little  really  to  gain,  and  possibly 

possible — it    might   be  worth  while  a  pood  deal  to  lose,  by  any  revision 

to    make    such    alteration,    even   at  of  the  Prayer-Hook  maoa  in  the  intcr- 

tbe    expense     of     alienating     some  ests  of  party,  or  which  would  evoke 

few     uncompromising      Churchmen,  the    spirit    of    controversy.     If    all 

Those  who  will  make  no   sacrifices  Churchmen  were  moderate  anil   pa. 

of   this  kind  for  the   sake  of   unity  tient,    and    could    make    allowances 

may  be   very   zealous    and    learned  for  other  aspects  of  truth  than  (hat 

controversialists,    but  they   aro   not  in  which    it   appears    to   their   own 

the  most  valuable  members   of   the  minds,  it  would  be  very  possible  to 

Church.     But  the  truth,   is  that  no  get  rid   by  consent  of  some  verbal 

such     large     comprehension     seems  stumbling  -blocks,     on     the     chari- 

possible    now    to    hope    for,  as   the  table  ground  that  they  are  such  to 

result   of   any   such   moderate   con-  weaker  minds.    But,  as  men  are,  they 

cessions.     A  change,   the  causes  of  will  find  it  easier  to  agree  to  make 

which  we  cannot  here  discuss,   but  no  change  in   such  matters,  than  to 

a     change     certainly    not     for     the  agree  as  to  the  changes  to  be  made, 
better,    has    eouie    over    the    spirit         Some   struggles  have  been    made 

of      Nonconformity.       It     has     not  during  be  ■TManl  generation  against 

only    become    far     move    powerful,  the  mere  fiirmal  b<~>nds  of  conformity, 

but  it  stands  upon  a  very  different  even  within  the  Church  itself.     We 

basis,    and     professes    quite     other  are   not  speaking  now  of  capricious 

objects,   from  those  of   the  Noncoii-  mutilations  of  tho  regular  order  of 

formists     in      1A73,     when     Baxter  public   service  and  interpolations  of 

thought   that   a   few   comparatively  long    extemporary   prayers    on    tho 

unimportant   changes   in   the   ritual  part  of  individual.-,  nude  principally 

would  bring  in   the  whole  body  of  in   remote    country  parishes,    which 

Independents     and    Presbyterians.*  have  been  winked  at  by  bishops  and 

It  is  otherwise   now.      Koine  tenia-  congregations.     Home  years  ago,  be- 

tive    efforts    in   the   way   of    union  fore  rubrics  had  conic  up  again  into 

have  proceeded  from  tho  side  of  the  fashion,  a    stranger    could  never  be 

Church,  more  especially  towards  the  sure,  upon  entering  h  country  church 

Wosleyans;     but    even    from    that  among   the  Welsh   mountains  or  in 

comparatively     friendly     body,     we  tho    Devonshire    coombs,    how    far 

have  heard  of  nothing  like  a  general  his    pocket   Common    Prayer-  Book 

response.    Mr.  Binney — no  unworthy  would    prove    a    safe    and    reliable 

authority— speaking   on  the   part  of  guide.      The   elasticity,   in   many  of 

the    Independents,   saw   no   hope   of  these    cases,   was    as    great   as   the 

*  The  making  tin:  use  of  tin:  Mir[i!ic«,  n f  Hie  croes  iu  bltntinai,  anil  of  cerium  rtontH 

In  th'1  liuri-.il  •'  i --.  !■■-■.  .ij-li!>i!:i! ;   .i.l  mi  Hi  in:  [■f-I'ViiTian  mini-tin-,  on  ,,.l  .-crijitiijii  anil 

i (■..!■  I  riily,  %vi1:i.jiil  r1''' i  nil  Mill  i" II.  ■«  i  In.'  I  lit  ■.  icm-.'l]  I.-  ill  >'■  'lllliiiinj.  .11  t.  >  I  ■'■  n.'rivi'il 

utanduig,  ami  iidmiLtins:  [nireiits  n-  pjitmi-orw.     [This  but  law  now  liecn  allowed  by 
■Convocation.  ] 

trice   'LIl'IUs   and  SlituluWii  of    Church  I, if':  in   An-^inliii.'  I>y  Hcv.  T.  Buincy; 
London,  1S0O. 
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most  liberal  Church  reformer  could  will  have  no  reason  to  complain 
desire :  though,  to  be  sure,  the  liberty  that  Church  services  proceed  in  one 
taken  might  not  always  be  exactly  dull  unvarying  round,  which  allows 
in  his  own  favourite  direction.  The  no  scope  for  the  idiosyncrasies  of 
great  question  of  gown  or  surplice  minister  or  congregation.  Setting 
was  decided,  not  by  the  shade  of  aside  all  questions  of  vestments,  in- 
occlesiastical  opinion  on  the  part  of  cense,  and  genuflections,  he  will  find 
the  wearer,  but  by  the  fact  of  his  there  musical  and  other  interpola- 
living  in  the  parish,  or,  what  was  tions  which,  whether  improvements 
then  quite  as  probable,  some  five  or  or  no,  are  at  any  rate  very  distinct 
six  miles  off.  In  the  former  case  variations.  One  of  the  officials  of 
he  wore  his  gown  ;  in  the  latter,  the  that  church,  at  the  late  u  Reforma- 
churchwardens  not  providing  the  tion"  meeting  at  St  James1  Hall, 
black  garment  (which  is,  in  point  of  with  much  naivete  and  not  without 
fact,  nothing  more  than  the  ancient  some  truth,  reminded  an  audience 
clerical  private  dress)  he  went  who  were  apparently  clamorous  for 
through  the  whole  service  in  the  "  greater  liberty  and  elasticity"  in 
parish  surplice.  Lessons  were  the  services,  that  "  within  two  miles 
changed,  litanies  omitted,  extempore  and  a  half  of  that  hall"  they  would 
prayers  and  colloquial  remarks  in-  find  nearly  all  the  reforms  they 
serted,  at  the  discretion  or  indiscre-  wished  for  actually  carried  out,  and 
tion  of  the  officiating  clergyman,  even,  as  he  observed,  "added  to." 
without  any  fear  of  complaint  from  But  it  is  not  only  in  one  special 
14  aggrieved  parishioners."  But  the  direction  that  the  Church  has  shown 
variations  from  established  usage  to  an  inclination  of  late  years  to  step 
which  we  now  particularly  refer  are  out  of  the  beaten  track  of  uniformity, 
of  a  deliberate  and  specific  character.  A  bishop  of  London  has  been  seen 
In  large  towns,  the  Communion  preaching  in  Covont  Garden  Market ; 
office  and  the  Litany  have  in  many  a  bishop  of  Oxford  has  addressed 
instances  been  separated  from  the  crowds  of  mechanics  in  the  work- 
Morning  Prayer,  and  used  at  distinct  shops  of  Manchester ;  a  bishop  of 
services  at  other  hours — the  former  Peterborough,  in  the  Corn  Exchange 
frequently  in  the  early  morning,  or  at  Northampton — in  that  place  al- 
late  in  the  afternoon,  according  as  most  in  very  truth  a  missionary  to 
the  views  of  the  incumbent  are  to  the  heathen — has  commanded  by  his 
he  identified  as  "high"  or  "low:"  earnest  eloquence  the  attention  of 
whether  ho  adopts  in  the  first  case  radical  shoemakers  who  openly  boast 
what  he  believes  to  be  the  primitive  themselves  as  secularists.  Clergy 
usage,  or  in  the  latter  strives  to  and  laymen,  of  what  is  known  as 
accommodate  the  privileges  of  the  the  "evangelical"  type,  have  been 
Church  to  the  needs  and  the  con-  preaching  on  the  stage  of  theatres; 
venience  of  the  lower  ranks  of  his  while,  in  the  well-known  London 
congregation  ;  both  practices,  in  the  Mission,  men  of  quite  another  school 
eyes  of  those  who  wear  no  ecclcsias-  of  thought  went  out  in  solemn  proces- 
tical  spectacles,  and  are  so  ignorant  sion  and  celebrated  the  "  Stations 
in  such  matters  as  to  regard  them  of  the  Cross,"  and  sang  hymns  on 
merely  by  the  light  of  common-sense,  the  Passion  in  the  streets  of  St.  Giles', 
are  alike  innocent  and  commendable,  and  were  not  only  not  insulted,  but 
as  helping  to  enlarge  the  area  of  de-  listened  to  with  a  curious  respect 
votional  exercises,  and  to  multiply  The  Miserere — a  metrical  Litany, 
opportunities  which,  after  all,  are  sung  kneeling — has  been  introduced 
not  too  readily  embraced.  Anv  cas-  in  what  are  known  as  "  Mission  Ser- 
ual  visitor  to  St  Alban's,  Holborn,  vices "  in  Lent,  apparently  with  the 
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best  effect  nn  tlio  devotion  of  crowd-  layman  does  not  foil  constrained  to 
ed  and  earnest  congregations.*  The  give  move  thiin  a  general  adhesion 
Church,  like  all  large  and  time-in-  to  the  prayers,  the  creeds,  and  the 
trusted  bodies,  is  slow  to  move,  no  teaching  of  the  Church,  and  may 
doubt;  but  it  is  impossible  to  look  make,  without  much  forcing  of  his 
at  l.iese  several  efforts,  so  various  conscience,  very  largo  reservations 
in  their  character,  so  unanimous  of  private  opinion  an  to  certain  forms 
in  their  motive,  confined  to  no  one  of  expression  or  even  dogmatic  as- 
party  and  no  one  direction,  and  yet  serlionson  what  he  h olds  to  be  minor 
uotilcud  that  sho  abides  by  the  points.  To  take  one  strong  instance : 
principle  that  her  "  strength  is  to  sit  the  having  lo  pronounce  officially 
still."  Church  Reform  had  begun  what  are  called  the  "damnatory " 
in  many  nays — vague,  spasmodic,  clauses  of  the  Athanasian  creed  is 
tentative,  as  the  movements  of  limbs  a  very  different  thing  from  merely 
which  have  been  long  cramped  and  having  to  listen  to  them  with  the 
bound— hut  it  hnd  begun  in  earnest  power  of  mental  silence  as  to  their 
beforo  the  Ritual  Commission  was  awful  conclusions,  t  The  corn- 
appointed,  before  Convocation  re-  plaint  of  the  laity,  when  thoy  do 
reived  its  "  Letters  of  linsincss,"  or  complain — and  they  are  wonderfully 
the  "Church  Reform  Union"  pro-  long- Buttering  in  such  matters — is 
pounded  its  resolutions  in  St.  James's  rather  as  to  the  length  of  some  of 
Hall.  the  services,  and  what  they  consider 
The  point  of  difficulty  has  always  the  needless  repetitions  which  they 
been,  by  what  authority  could  any  contain,  than  as  to  any  doctrinal 
changes  in  the  Book  of  Common  difficulties.  These  last  are  felt  much 
I'rayer  be  made,  so  as  to  give  them  more  strongly,  where  they  are  felt 
any  <  liar;!  <■  of  joti.tiI  a<rept;ince  by  at  all,  by  individuals  among  the 
the  great  body  of  Churchmen  ?  One  clergy,  and  the  demand  for  this 
of  the  earliest  ami  most  earnest  of  kind  of  reform  comes  from  them 
our  Modern  Church  Reformers  felt  almost  exclusively.  We  believe  that 
this  very  strongly.  "  The  difficulty,"  the  country  woubl  trust  the  clergy 
said  Dr.  Arnold,  "will  always  he  for  any  moderate  measure  of  revision  ; 
practically,  who  is  to  reform  it  ?  For  and  that  if  such  a  measure  could  be 
theclergy  havea  horror  of  the  House  passed  by  them  with  anything  like 
of  Commons,  and  the  Parliament  an  unanimous  voice,  Parliament 
and  the  country  will  never  trust  the  would  probably  accept  it,  and  would 
matter  to  the  clergy."  t  In  this  latter  even  he  glad  to  rest  any  responsi- 
view,  Dr.  Arnold  was  probably  wrong,  liility  for  such  changes  upon  the 
The  active  interest  taken  in  such  Church  itself.  With  regard  to  the 
ijuestions  by  the  laity  has  always  other  difficulty,  no  doubt  Dr.  Arnold 
been  less  than  their  importance  do-  was  right.  If  the-  clergy  in  his  day 
serves.  This  may  be  partly  account-  had  '•  a  horror  of  the  House  of  Corn- 
ed for  by  the  fact,  that  while  a  cler-  mons" — which  is  rather  a  strong  way 
gyman  is  bound  to  declare  his  "  un-  of  putting  it,  but  Arnold  was  a  man 
feigned  assent  and  consent  "  to  every  of  vigorous  speech,  and  the  passage, 
sentence    in    the    Pntyer-Uook,    the  it  must  be  remembered,  occurs  in  a 

"So  In  the  little  town  of  Wilton,  In  this  last  March. 

+  Utter  to  Tucker,  t.Ifp,  Ac.,  1.  81. 

I  We  knew  a  lavmim  lit  wu-  i-i.-rt iiiiily  many  yeari  ns'A  an  old-fin-hiurici]  Tory  anil 

:  iin.r.ii  i'i'"i  .-,■  i'.n.i  ■■  ■  1 1  ■.  i  ■  ■  1 1 !  i  .us  (  Iniiilimiu],  -uln..  v.  ]  1 1  'i  i  - 1 1  t  1 1 1  ■  ■  | 'raver  fur  the  High 
t-'ourt  'if  I'arliunii'ni  war.  read  wliilr  u  Wtu^  ilnveriiuii'iit  mis  in  nitii.-ii,  got  up  and 
ducted  the  knec.j  of  hi.-.  moi-iTS,  and  did  not  k n ■  ■  I  down  a^-juti  until  tlie  prayer  wu.-. 
over.     Ito  probality  Ih'umht  the  1  Louse,  under  tilth  rigiiiti,  wax  past  praying  for. 
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private  letter — they  have  certainly 
no  reason  to  place  any  greater  con- 
fidence in  it  now,  considering  its 
present  composition,  upon  any  eccle- 
siastical questions.  An  alteration 
in  the  public  services  and  ritual  of 
the  Church  of  England  which  should 
be  forced  upon  the  Church  by  the 
sole  authority  of  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion or  an  Act  of  Parliament,  would 
unquestionably  be  repudiated  by  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  its  ordain- 
ed ministers,  and  of  the  earnest  and 
thoughtful  amongst  its  lay  members. 
Such  a  step  would  be  an  intolerable 
tyranny,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  at- 
tempted. No  honest  Nonconformist 
would  so  abuse  his  position  in  the 
House  as  to  vote  in  favour  of  a  pro- 
ceeding so  subversive  of  his  own 
professions  and  principles. 

But  in  the  recent  revival  of  the 
full  powers  of  Convocation  there 
ought  to  bo  a  very  hopeful  prospect 
for  all  moderate  Church  reformers. 
"When  it  was  once  more,  in  lHf>3, 
permitted  to  meet  in  actual  debate 
after  a  silence  of  so  many  years,  its 
renewed  vitality  was  regarded  by 
many  with  suspicion  and  dislike,  and 
by  many  with  contempt  and  ridicule. 
Lord  Stanhope  thought  that  "  by  the 
revival  of  its  active  powers  the  ene- 
mies of  religion  will  often  bo  grati- 
fied with  the  unseemly  sight  of  con- 
flicting divines."  *  Its  best  friends 
were  timid  and  doubtful  as  to  the 
results.  The  Bishop  of  (Jloucostcr, 
in  I860,  thought  it  "could  not  sit 
more  than  three  days  without  get- 
ting into  a  storm."  The  4  Times,* 
from  its  eminence  of  indifferentism, 
launched  what  it  considered  very 
safe  sneers  at  "that  eccentric  and 
nebulous  affair  called  the  Convoca- 
tion of  the  province  of  Canterbury," 
which  "  by  its  actions  betrayed  the 
rottenness  of  its  condition,  and  its 
almost  farcical  character."  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, to  whose  good  Churchmanship 
this  revival    is    unquestionably  in 


great  measure  due,  probably  found 
himself  laughed  at  by  many  of  his 
colleagues  for  so  Quixotic  an  idea. 
He  certainly  felt  great  doubts  of 
the  success  of  his  own  experiment, 
and  kept  his  new-made  ecclesiastical 
monster  in  very  tight  leading-strings. 
Only  the  briefest  sittings  were  al- 
lowed by  the  president,  the  arch- 
bishop, in  the  fear  lest  too  great  ac- 
tivity might  be  the  signal  for  their 
suppression  ;  and  what  there  was  of 
vagueness  and  weakness  in  its  early 
movements  may  be  easily  accounted 
for  on  this  ground;  there  was  a 
natural  eagerness  to  do  a  great  deal, 
whereas  there  was  really  time  to  do 
nothing.  Even  when  this  ecclesi- 
astical body  behaved  so  very  much 
better  than  had  been  expected  of  it, 
that  it  appeared  to  cautious  poli- 
ticians that  more  liberty  of  action 
might  be  safely  given,  there  were 
technical  difficulties— quite  beyond 
the  comprehension  of  an  unlearned 
and  practical  public — which  stood 
unhappily  in  the  way  of  carrying 
into  effect  even  the  slightest  and 
apparently  most  innocent  measures 
which  were  formally  passed  during 
its  brief  session.  The  very  awkward 
division  of  Convocation  into  two 
separate  and  independent  bodies  of 
York  and  Canterbury — a  kind  of 
two-headed  Parliament — made  any 
united  action  complicated  and  tedi- 
ous, even  with  the  best  understand- 
ing on  both  sides.  When  this  pre- 
liminary difficulty  had  been  over- 
come, obstacles  arose  in  another 
quarter.  A  special  service  for  har- 
vest thanksgivings,  very  much  re- 
quired, was  drawn  up  with  much 
pains  and  care,  and  issued  by  Con- 
vocation in  1803,  and  an  appeal 
made  to  the  Crown  for  authority  to 
use  it  The  Crown  lawyers  gave  a 
very  cautious  opinion.  The  Lord 
Chancellor,  upon  being  referred  to, 
44  thought  it  so  doubtful  whether 
the  Crown  had  authority  to  make 
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such  an  order/'  that  he  advised  it  cal  legislation  in  such  matters  was 

not  to  be  done  ;  and  the  office  which  an    event   in   the    history    of    the 

had  been   composed — a  very  excel-  Church. 

lent  one — still  remains,   as    to    its        The  sanction  by  Convocation  of 

use  in  the  Church,  in  a  state  of  bus-  the  new  Lectionary  soon  followed, 

pension   between  legality  and    ille-  Here,  again,  there  was,   if  not  ex- 

gality.     Of  the  alterations  made  by  actly  a  collision,  a  want  of  cordial 

Convocation  in  certain  of  the  eccles-  action  between  the  ecclesiastical  and 

iastical  canons,  that  which  gave  per-  the  civil  authorities.     The  Table  of 

mission    for   parents    to    stand    as  Lessons  itself  was  the  work  of  a 

sponsors    for    their    children     has  Royal  Commission ;  its  framers  had 

never  passed  into  formal  law,  owing  been  selected  by  the  Minister,  not  by 

to  technical  difficulties  of  a  similar  the  Church, though  undoubtedly  they 

kind.      But,     in     the     thirty-sixth  were  a  body  to  whom  such  selection 

canon,   in    the  case  of    clergy    ap-  might  safely  be  trusted.     The  Table, 

pointed  to  any  ecclesiastical  living,  as  recommended  in  the  Third  Re- 

a   much  more  general  form  of  ad-  port  of  the  Ritual  Commissioners, 

hesion  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Book  was  formally  adopted  by  Convoca- 

of  Common  Prayer  has  been  sub-  tion,  though  Mr.  Austin  Bruce,  on 

stituted  by  Convocation  in  place  of  the  part  of  the   Government,   had 

that  "  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  declined  to  accede  to  the  request  of 

to  all   and   everything  therein  con-  Convocation  that  the  Report  should 

tained,"  which  was   required  under  be  ulaid  before"  their  House,  and 

the    old    Act   of    Uniformity,    and  would  do  no    more    than   promise 

which    pressed    heavily    on    some  that    "any    representations    which 

tender    consciences.*    This    altera-  might  be  made  upon  it  by  Convo- 

tion  had  been  recommended  by  the  cation  should    receive    the    careful 

Royal  Commission  of    1869.      The  attention  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 

address  to  the  Crown   "  to  grant  a  ment" 

royal    licence    to   make,   promulge,        But  the  proceedings  of  Convoca- 

and    execute1'    this    new    form    of  tion  assumed  a  new  shape  and  a  far 

the    canon    (with    some    necessary  higher  importance  when  in  February 

alterations  in  those  which  followed),  last,  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 

passed  both  Houses  of  the  Convo-  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and 

cation  of  Canterbury  in  1865 ;  the  York,   each  in  their    province,   an- 

licence  was  granted,  the  new  canons  nounced  to  the  assembled  members 

were     "  solemnly     published     and  that  they  had  received  "  the  Royal 

signed,"   and  have  become  the  law  Licence  and  Letters    of   Business, 

of  the  Church.     Even  if  the  relief  commanding  the  House  to  proceed 

thus  afforded  may  appear  to  be  of  to     the     consideration    of     certain 

a  somewhat  limited  and  technical  weighty  matters."     It  is  unnecessary 

nature,  this  first  step  in  any  practi-  here  to  discuss  the  question  which 

*  Under  the  old  36th  canon,  the  form  of  subscription  upon  presentation  to  an 
ecclesiastical  l>"ivticc  ran  thus: — 

44 1,  A.  B.,  d<;  here  declare  my  unfeigned  assent  and  consent  to  all  and  everything 
contained  and  prescribed  in  and  by  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  Ac  Ac." 

Under  the  altered  canon  it  runs  as  follows : — 

"  I,  A.  B.,  d®  solemnly  make  the  following  declaration:  I  assent  to  the  Thirty- 
nine  Articles  of  Religion,  and  to  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  of  Ordering  of 
Bishops,  Priests,  and  Deacons.  I  believe  the  doctrine  of  the  United  Church  of 
England  and  Treland  as  therein  set  forth  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God,  and 
in  public  prayer  and  administration  of  the  Sacraments  I  will  use  the  form  in  the 
said  book  prescribed  and  none  other,  except  so  far  as  shall  be  ordered  by  lawful 
authority. 


578                                           Church  Reform.                                        [May 

was  at  once  raised  by  some  of  the  nesday,    Good   Friday,    and    Ascension 

more  learned  of  the  body,  zealous  on  Ra>Vlth?  J"80"*1*11  °'  tt*c  minls^, 

i    u  i*     e  j.\.  -          •     l       •  -i  the    Exhortation,    the    Tenite.    one    or 

behalf  of  their  ancient  privileges,--  morc  p8aim8|  (onc,  at  least,  being  al- 

whether,  having  once  received  their  ways  retained,  or  one  portion   of   the 

%%  writ   of   summons,"    this    "  royal  119th  Psalm),  one  lesson  (not  being  a 


pray  _     __    .__.     ...       .  .._      

rightly    worded" — a    weakness     to  Grace  of  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'    That 

which  royal  missives  seem  especiallv  *"    »H    churches    and    chapels,     whe- 

Kable)  were  at  least  admitted  to  be  ^ X^*Zv&*  £ £«*& 

a   very   different  thing ;    they  gave  c€L&[ons  emplov  such  prayers  taken  from 

authority  directly  from   the   Crown  the  Prayer-Book  and  such  lections  from 

to  deal  with  the  Book  of  Common  the    Holy    Scriptures   as   to   him  may 

Prayer ;    and   the   Convocations    of  seein  bef> .  provided   always  that  such 

,    ,r       '                    A                            j    i  service  shall  be   allowed  by  the   Ordi- 

both   provinces  at    once  proceeded  narv      That    it  |s    (ieHlrabJlc    that  m 

to   deal   with   it  accordingly.     The  doiibts  should  be  removed  as  to  whether 

Fourth  Report  of   the  Ritual   Com-  sermons  must  of  necessity  be  preceded 

mission   had   recommended    certain  py   the   divine   service    appointed    for 

,,!,„„„„  •    il„  „„k„:,«,      ^k:«K  unA  tlic  day.    But  that  no  prayer  be  used 

changes  in  the  rubrics^—which  had  wlth  ^ch  scrmon<  cxce|)t  \hG  Biddl 

indeed  been  suggested  by   a   Com-  prayer,  or  such  prayer  as  shall  be  taken 

mittee  of  Convocation  so   early   as  from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

185-4.      Thcso   were   chiefly   in   the  "OM    On    Sundays    and     holidays, 

way  of  allowing  a  shorter  form  of  when  thc  or.d*\  of  morning  and  even- 

,  .\                       ?            ,.                    ,  ing  prayer  is  duly  said  at  some  other 

daily    service    for    ordinary    week-  h*ur^  jt  rtinI1  boJ  lttwful  for  tbe  mIn. 

days,    and   a  new  form  of  Evening  ister    of   any   cathedral,    collegiate    or 

Prayer,  differently  arranged,    to  be  parochhil  church,  or  of  any  chapel,  to 

used  on    Sundays   wherever    (as   is  uf  IW  an  additional  service  any  form 

•  u *   «„o«  ;«   «i./^«4.  «n  i««™«  *™««\  °£  praver  which    may    be    taken   from 

the  case  in  almost  all  largo  towns)  ^^ok  of   Common   Prayer,  except 

a  third  service  is  held,  to  avoid  the  fr()m  the  office  for  thc  celebration  of 

repetition   of  the   present    fonn   of  thc    Holy    Communion,    with    psalms 

afternoon  prayers,  often  by  the  same  a»<l   hymns,    if  such   service   shall    bo 

mim.ter.nd  very  much  the  same  •»«?$  ^  T^rMo  that   all 

rongregation.      These  recommenda-  doubts  should  bo  removed  which  have 

tions  were   in    the    main    adopted,  arisen  as  to  the  lawfulness  of  using  in 

after  considerable  discussion  and  a  any  church  the   Morninir   Prayer,  I4t- 

confcrcncc  between  the  represent-  a»>%  and  Communion  otnee    each  as  a 

. .           -  -.r     i          i  n     x    i      —         i  separate  service,   and  that  it  bo  lawful 

tivcs  of  \ork  and  Canterbury,  and  to*  U3C  lhc  Mon\inff  Prav(Ti  the  Litany, 

ttie   joint    resolutions    of    the   two  and  the  order  for  thc  administration  of 

bodies   were   finally  issued    in    the  the  Lord's  Supper  or  Holy  Communion 

following  shape : together,    or    as    separate    services   In 

6              '  varying  order,  at  the  discretion  of  tho 

-That    it    is     desirable    (A)    that   a  {"^Ww    Under    thC   dlrectlon    °f    ** 

shortened  form  of  daily  service  taken  «(1)./That   it   is   desirable  that   tho 

from  the  morning  and  evening  prayer  fnrillK  nf 
be    allowed  on    we  " 
churches  and  chap 
cathedral    and    eollej 

addition  to,  thc  ordinary  morning  and  I'^ig^" 
evening  service,  provided  such  shorten- 
ed form  be  first  approved  by  the  Church, 

iu  her  Convocations.     That  such  shor-  .     «.,,    -         ,    ,           .,                   . 

u-ned    service  be    formed  bv  omitting  A   Bill   founded  on  these  rcsolu- 

<  except  on  Christmas  Day,  "Ash   Wed-  tions,  introduced  by  the  Archbishop 
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of  Canterbury,  hus  already  passed  well  that  the  first  Btcps  in  a  dirce- 
th rough  Committee  in  the  Lords,  tion  so  new,  and  upon  ground  so 
and  will,  it  may  he  hoped,  go  difficult,  should  have  been  taken 
through  the  other  House  without  with  caution.  Still,  it  is  hardly  to 
material  alteration.  be  supposed  that  these  liturgica'l  ro- 
Certainly  this  is  but  a  very  nio-  forms  arc  lo  be  final ;  and  we  cannot 
dest  measure  of  liturgical  reform,  but  hope  tlu.it,  before  the  next  ses- 
It  leaves  very  many  urgent  demands,  sion  of  Convocation,  some  furthc; 
made  from  different  n,narters,  un-  rearrangement  of  the  Prayer-Itook 
answered  nnd  unsalisliod.  The  services  may  be  agreed  upon,  such 
length  of  the  Sunday  mom-jag  ser-  a*  will  tmmtj  111  Willi  iltl  persons 
vice  remains  unrelieved,  except  without  (.(lending  too  much  those 
when  the  clergyman  may  choose  to  feelings  of  conservatism  which  in 
make  the  Communion  oliice  a  sepa-  such  matters  especially  ought  to  he 
rate  service,  held  a  la  different  Injur;  very  carefully  respected.  No  change 
a  remedy  plainly  unsuitable  in  most  should  be  attempted  which  would  not 
country  districts,  und  iin-nnvenienl  command  a  very  general  ^.--eiit.  ;in.l 
where  an  incumbent  works  single-  the  aim  in  each  case  should  be  rather 
handed.  The  repetitions  of  the  to  supply  an  acknowledged  want, 
Lord's  Prayer,  of  the  prayer  for  the  than  to  redress  a  doubtful  grievance. 
Queen,  and  of  the  collect  for  the  day.  The  recent  proceedings  in  the  Synod 
will  still  bo  the  rule  and  not  the  of  the  disestablishi'd  rhureh  of  Ire- 
oxcoption.  The  long  Ash  Wcdnes-  land  are  an  example  we  do  not  wish 
day  service  will  continue  to  trouble  to  see  followed.  There  is  one  strong 
the  grandsons,  as  it  troubled  the  reason  for  carrying  out  any  reforms 
sons,  of  the  excellent  nobleman,  who  which  may  commend  themselves  lo 
onco  complained  of  it  lo  the  '  Times ;'  the  culm  judgment  of  the  Church  as 
and  we  shall  still  be  made,  on  that  speedily  as  may  be,  once  for  all.  It 
day,  to  express  a  wish  l..r  (lie  re-to-  could  not  U-  endured  that  the  Eng- 
ration  of  that  "godly  discipline"  of  lish  Prayer-Hook  should  be,  like  Ox- 
putting  people  "  to  open  shame,"  ford  Examination  Statutes,  kept  in 
which,  however  united  to  primitive  such  a  perpeiual  state  of  flux  that 
times,  we  feel  to  be  as  undesirable  the  enactments  of  one  year  become 
as  it  is  impossible  in  our  own.  And,  obsolete  the  next, 
on  the  other  hand,  wo  must  con-  Some  rearrangement  of  the  rev- 
tinue  to  uso  the  same  unchanged  enues  of  tho  Church,  at  present,  so 
forms  of  prayer  to  welcome  the  joy-  unequally  distributed,  appears  also 
ous  tidings  of  Christmas  and  the  very  desirable  in  the  best  interests 
solemn  memories  of  Good  Friday  :  of  the  Church  itself.  Wo  are  no 
days  upon  which  every  earnest  advocates  for  tho  equalisation  of 
worshipper  would  surely  desire  a  livings,  or  the  cutting  down  dean- 
spocial  nnd  appropriate  service  at  cries  and  bishoprics.  There  should 
least  as  much  as  fer  a  harvest  thanks-  be  prizes  in  the  Church,  taking  it  as 
giving.  No  authority  is  given  for  a  profession,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
the  collection  of  the  alms  of  the  professions.  A  pauper  clergy  would 
congregation  at  an  evening  service,  be  in  tho  eyes  of  all  sensible  men 
though  this  in  many  places  secures  an  enormous  evil.  And  if  it  be 
the  largest  attendance,  and  the  oiler-  said  that  such  prizes  do  by  no  means, 
tory  has  boon  found  upon  experiment  as  a  rule,  fall  to  tho  lot  of  tho  most 
to  be  one  of  the  must  successful  as  efficient  and  meritorious,  it  may  be 
it  is  certainly  tho  most,  [primitive  replied  with  great  truth  ihnt  cases 
form  of  raising  money  for  the  needs  of  mere  patronage  and  nepotism  are 
of    the  church.      Hut   it  may   be  as  growing  daily  fewer,  and  tho  public 
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and  private  conscience  is  much  more  irreverent  lay  critics,  and  mostly 
awake  to  responsibility  in  the  mat-  very  dull  ones.  Indeed  this  cry  of 
tor  of  spiritual  appointments.  Nor  "  dull  sermons"  grew  so  loud  at  one 
is  merit  the  only  element  of  success  time,  that  a  well-known  Oxford 
in  secular  professions.  But  the  preacher  published  a  sermon  on  the 
parochial  system  of  endowments  has  subject,  and  took  those  very  two 
become  a  great  anomaly.  There  are  words  for  his  title-page.  The  House 
agricultural  villages  with  populations  of  Commons  has  just  been  asked  to 
of  500  or  600,  in  which  the  rector  patronise  the  very  queerest  remedy 
receives  a  thousand  a -year;  and  for  this  ecclesiastical  evil  Mr.  Cow- 
town  districts,  with  their  population  per  Temple  has  brought  in  a  Bill  to 
of  50,000,  where  the  endowment  is  admit  into  the  pulpits  of  the  Church 
€150.  The  towns  have  grown  up  any  layman — not  necessarily  a  mem- 
since  the  days  when  men  endowed  ber  of  the  Church— who  may  have, 
the  Church  with  the  tithes  of  their  or  fancy  that  he  has,  a  gift  of 
manors  ;  while  in  the  agricultural  preaching.  Now  wo  are  very  far 
districts,  if  the  population  has  not  from  saying  that  all  sermons  preach- 
fallen  away  to  any  very  great  ex-  ed  by  orthodox  parsons  are  models 
tent,  the  value  of  land  has  consider-  of  eloquence  or  even  of  good  sense, 
ably  risen.  Surely  he  would  be  no  "VVe  too  "  have  been  in  Arcadia," 
profane  meddler  with  sacred  things,  and  have  heard  dull  sermons  in  its 
but  a  veritable  l>enef actor  to  the  country  churches  —  and,  for  that 
Church,  who  could  secure  some  matter,  in  town  churches  as  well — 
redistribution  of  these  unequal  these  last  all  the  duller  for  being  more 
revenues.  The  dioceses  of  the  pretentious.  We  by  no  means 
bishops  have  been  rearranged,  and  think  that  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
their  incomes  readjusted  ;  there  and  perhaps  some  twelve  months' 
seems  no  valid  reason  why  the  training  at  a  theological  college 
parochial  landmarks  and  endow-  convert  a  young  man  at  once  into  a 
nients  should  enjoy  an  immuta-  divine  and  an  orator ;  or  tliat  every 
bility  which  has  been  denied  to  minister  of  riper  years,  excellent 
episcopal.  There  might  be  some  man  as  he  may  be  in  many  ways, 
difficulty  as  concerns  the  rights  of  is  equal  to  the  composition  of  two 
private  patrons,  but  greater  obsta-  original  essays  every  week,  or  even 
eles  have  been  overcome  of  late  to  the  judicious  compilation  of  such 
years  by  Acts  of  Parliament.  A  discourses  from  his  theological  li- 
measure  founded  upon  the  principle  brary.  If  there  is  one  point  more 
of  the  Endowed  Schools  Act,  under  than  another,  so  far  as  our  own 
which  local  benefactions  may  under  private  comfort  ami  cditication  in 
certain  circumstances  be  diverted  church-going  is  concerned,  on  which 
into  channels  of  greater  usefulness —  we  should  like  to  bind  the  clergy 
appropriating,  for  instance,  a  certain  down  to  the  strict  letter  of  the 
portion  of  the  income  of  rural  par-  rubric,  it  would  be  the  omission 
ishes  with  small  population  to  the  of  that  supererogatory  sermon  in 
endowment  of  the  neighbouring  the  afternoon  service.  Very  many 
town — would  seem  to  be  entirely  in  among  themselves  would  be  heartily 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  religious  thankful  for  the  relief;  but  all  who 
endowments,  and  ought  to  he  thank-  know  anything  of  the  intellectual 
fully  accepted  by  the  Church.  calibre  and  the  tastes  of  those  who 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  of  late  form  the  bulk  of  an  ordinary  congre- 
years,  justly  or  unjustly,  about  the  gation— to  say  nothing  here  of  their 
exceeding  weariness  of  preachers,  spiritual  needs — will  confess  that 
There  were  too  many  sermons,  said  such    retrenchment    of    the    pulpit 
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duties  would  hie  a  step  backwards  but  the  comparative  woodenness  of 
so  far  as  the  influence  and  useful-  the  majority  of  amateurs — who 
ness  of  the  Church  is  concerned,  fancied  themselves  good  performers 
The  majority  of  a  preacher's  audi-  all  the  same— is  vory  notable.  The 
ence  relish  his  platitudes  and  com-  French  con  inlanders  in  the  late  war 
monplace.  Provided  he  be  not  seem  to  have  made  mistakes;  but 
dull  and  dead  in  manner,  his  mat  no  becrtfMKfn  goiicmls  took  the 
ter  need  be  of  no  very  high  intel-  field  from  among  the  civilians, 
lectual  quality  in  order  to  win  the  Unquestionably  there  are  laymen 
attention,  ami  satisfy  the  expect*-  who  would  preach  admirable  scr- 
tions,  of  the  most  respectable  pew-  mons,  whom  one  would  walk  miles 
holders.  The  clever  gentlemen  to  hear.  If  Sir  Roundell  Palmer  or 
who  write  articles  for  the  news-  Lord  Hath erly — or,  in  order  to  throw 
papers  and  reviews  stem  to  think  the  Church  pulpits  open  as  liberally 
that  all  sermons  arc  preached,  or  as  even  the  promoters  of  this  Bill 
ought  to  be  preached,  to  them,  could  wish,  we  will  say  Mr.  Forster 
They  quite  ignore  the  multitude.  — would  embody  their  high-toned 
Dull  sermons!  are  they  the  only  principles  occasionally  in  tho  form  of 
utterances  that  arc  dull  ?  Are  there  a  sermon,  and  set  them  forth  with 
no  dull  speeches  tiisii lo  in  the  Houses  all  their  powers  of  lucid  argument, 
of  Parliament,  at  public  dinners,  at  we  should  have  little  doubt  of  their 
national  festivals  ?  No  dull  papers  commanding  the  attention  of  their 
read  at  literary  and  other  societies  congregations.  But  we  doubt  exceed- 
— no  dull  novels  printed  and  pub-  ingly  whether  these  gentlemen,  or 
lished,  and  road  and  digested  by  the  any  like  thorn,  could  be  induced  to 
reading  public  without  a  suspicion  stump  tho  country,  even  during  the 
of  their  dulness?  "I  don't  deny  Parliamentary  vacation,  as  preachers, 
the  women  are  fools,"  says  the  ex-  Our  visions  of  the  lay-preachers  who 
ccllent  Mrs.  Poyser — "God  Al-  would  be  called  into  life  by  such  a 
mighty  made  'em  to  match  the  measure  as  this,  are  of  a  very  diffcr- 
men."  Wo  admit  that  there  are  en t  character.  The  laymen  who  will 
dull  sermons — very  dull  ;  but  tho  volunteer  for  such  service  will  not 
adaptations  of  Providence  seem,  in  always  be  those  of  the  highest  ability 
this  case  also,  discernible.  and  the  most  profound  good  sense; 
However,  the  complaint  as  to  nor  have  tho  parsons  a  monopoly 
sermons  has,  long  been  twofold  ;  of  self  -com  placenl  mediocrity.  A 
that  they  are  too  many,  and  too  bi>hop's  license  will  no  more  confer 
dull.  The  remedy  Mr.  Cowpcr  the  gift  of  eloquence  on  the  wearers 
Temple,  suggests  is  to  throw  the  of  black  neckcloths  Ihan  of  white 
trade  open,  as  one  may  say.  This  ones.  Most  of  us  know  some  well- 
proceeding  will  not  make,  nor  we  meaning  laymen  who  preach  now, 
suppose  is  it  intended  to  make,  whenever  they  can  get  an  audience, 
the  sermons  fewer  in  number;  will  and  who,  moreover,  insist  upon  being 
it  make  thum  better  in  quality?  attended  to,  which  is  more  than  the 
There  is  an  eld  Latin  proverb  which  parson  ventures  to  do  ;  and  we  can 
has  been  held  to  contain  some  wis-  imagine  how  these  gentlemen  would 
•lorn — "  Cuiquc  in  suil  arte  creden-  hold  forth,  if  they  got  into  a  place 
duin  est."  Professional  preaching  in  which  no  one  could  interrupt  or 
may  vary  very  much  in  quality;  contradict  them.  Even  lay  genius 
hut  we  should  feci  more  comfortable  is  apt  to  grow  wearisome  when  it 
ourselves  in  ''sitting  under"  it,  as  takes  to  sermonising.  "Charles," 
a  rule.  We  have  seen  professional  said  Coleridge  once  lo  his  friend 
actors  who  have  been  utter  sticks;  Lamb,   "I    think   you   never   heard 
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me   preach  ?"    u  P-p-preach  !"    stut-  of  Church  teaching  is,  on  the  whole, 

tered   out    Lamb  (who    would    not  undeniably  the  most  liberal  and  the 

have  made  a  very  reverent  lay-sub-  least  exclusive.      But  we  very  much 

stitute)  :  "  by. I  n-n-ncver  heard  doubt  the  wisdom  of   some  advice 

you  do  anything  else."  And  a  which  has  lately  been  given  from 
good  many  candidates  for  the  pulpit  more  than  one  quarter  to  the  mo- 
would  display  the  volubility  with-  dern  preacher,  that  he  should  handfe 
out  the  genius  of  the  author  of  '  Lay  freely  the  social  and  political  ques- 
Sermons.'  The  special  crotchets  tions  of  the  day,  especially  those 
and  vagaries  of  preachers,  even  with  upon  which  men  are  strongly  di- 
all  the  restraints  of  Church  disci-  vidod.  No  doubt  the  ecclesiastical 
pline,  tend  occasionally  to  anything  orator  who  should  discuss  in  his 
but  the  edification  of  their  hearers  :  pulpit  such  themes  as  u  the  relations 
and  Mr.  Gladstone  is  surely  right  of  labour  and  capital,'*  u  pauperism,1' 
when  he  cautions  us  as  to  the  risk  political  economy,  and  the  like,  would 
of  u allowing  persons  to  assume  the  soon  draw  crowded  congregations; 
office  of  teachers  in  the  Church  but  it  would  too  often  be  at  the  great 
who  are  in  no  way  subject  to  her  cost  of  being  claimed  as  a  leader  by 
laws  and  discipline.'1  one  party,  and  denounced,  according 
A  good  deal  might  bo  done,  no  to  the  colour  of  his  views,  as  a  com- 
doubt,  to  make  sermons  more  in-  munist  or  a  reactionist  by  the  other, 
teresting,  and  therefore  more  useful,  There  are  those  who  would  claim  tho 
than  they  are.  There  is  a  natural  Great  Founder  of  Christianity  as  the 
but  unfortunate  tendency  in  the  first  social  reformer,  even  as  there 
young  preacher  to  follow  in  tho  old  were  those  who  would  have  made 
groove, — to  repeat  the  stock  phrases  him  a  patriot  king.  Men  of  all 
of  tho  pulpit,  and  to  fall  into  the  shades  of  belief,  or  of  no  belief  at  all, 
conventional  forms  of  thought  and  have  in  all  times  been  glad  to  claim 
expression  as  well  as  the  conven-  religion  as  their  ally.  Tho  wildest 
tional  manner  of  delivery.  It  is  theories  of  communism,  tho  most 
given  to  few  men,  in  the  clerical  or  uncompromising  tenets  of  passive 
tho  secular  world,  to  be  really  ori-  obedience  and  tho  divine  right  of 
ginal.  The  young  divine  feels  him-  kings,  have  all  been  rested  by  their 
self  only  safe  when  ho  follows  his  advocates  upon  warrant  of  Scrip- 
recognised  guides  ;  and  the  habits  ture.  Such  themes  will  bo  tempting 
of  thought  and  expression  formed  enough  to  active  minds.  Kobert- 
on  his  first  entrance  upon  his  work  son  of  Brighton— a  name  never  to 
are  apt  to  cling  to  him  ever  after-  be  mentioned  without  honour — fell 
wards.  We  want  our  sermons  to  into  the  snare.  During  some  of  the 
bo  more  modern  in  their  cast  of  earlier  years  of  his  ministry  there, 
thought  They  should  suit  this  ho  preached  on  subjects  of  the  day, 
nineteenth  century,  as  those  of  the  and  won  a  class  popularity  at  the 
groat  preachers  of  earlier  times  met  expense  of  his  general  usefulness, 
the  needs  and  awoke  the  feelings  of  "When  at  a  later  date  he  preached 
men  in  their  own  day.  The  mass  his  election  sermon,  in  which  he 
of  sermons  appeal  to  too  narrow  a  denounced  not  only  bribery,  but 
circle  of  ideas.  Tho  fault  is  less  class  interests  and  party  politics, 
general  perhaps  in  the  Church  than  and  declared  it  "  better  that  a  man 
in  any  of  the  Nonconformist  pulpits  should  support  the  wrong  cause  con- 
with  some  few  very  remarkable  ex-  scientiously  than  the  right  one  in- 
ceptions ;  and  this  because  the  spirit  sincerely"* — even    those    who    lis- 

*  Sermons,  Fourth  Series,  p.  140. 
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tencd  with  an  incredulous  smile  statemout  in  that  Creed  as  to  the 
must  have  felt  that  those  wore  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  hut  what  ho 
words  not  of  the  orator,  but  of  the  objected  to  was  the  anathematising 
evangelist.  The  preacher  of  the  all  who  might  not  UCOft  those  par- 
Gospel  shoidd  stand  in  ii  higher  and  tieulur  definitions;  and  this  would 
purer  atmosphere,  above  the  strifes  probably  tie  the  feeling  of  the 
of  men.  He  deals  with  truths  majority  of  those  who  ask  for  its 
which  are  fixed  and  unalterable,  disuse,  though  the  fact  ought  not 
not  with  the  shifting  "pinions  of  to  he  concealed  that  thero  arc 
tho  day  or  the  generation— honest  those  among  the  protesters  who  ob- 
and  earnest  enough,  it  may  be,  but  joct  to  the  dogma  itself,  and  not 
in  their  Tory  nature  made  up  of  right  merely  to  the  condemnation  pro- 
and  wrong,  of  truth  and  falsehood,  nnunced  against  recusants.  Tho 
The  social  and  political  (jnesiioiis.  of  discussion  of  any  question  of  doc- 
the  day  arc  serious  questions  ;  but  trine  would  be  entirely  out  of  place 
for  those  who  look  to  the  preacher  in  these  pages.  Hut,  assuming  that 
to  resolve  them,  lie  can  but  answer  the  statements  in  this  Creed  are 
in  the  words  of  the  Great  Teacher,  in  themselves  undeniable,  and  that 
"Who  made  me  a  judge  or  a  divider  such,  has  always  been  and  ought 
over  your"  to  be  the  teaching  of  the  Catholic 
It  is  confessed  by  most  of  the  Church,  the  question  still  remain*, 
moderate  advocated  of  liturgical  re-  whether  it  is  necessary,  and  whether 
form,  that  doctrinal  changes  are  de-  it  is  desirable,  to  call  upon  the  con- 
manded  by  comparatively  few,  and  gregation  to  pronounce  publicly,  in 
that  there  would  ho  great  risk  of  the  strongest  language,  a  condemna- 
dismembering  the  Church  in  any  tion  of  all  who  dissent,  it  may  be, 
attempt  to  make  ihem.  Such  is  not  from  tho  general  doctrine  of 
the  view  of  tho  "Church  Reform  that  Creed,  but  from  the  particular 
Union,"  under  whose  auspices  the  terminology,  technical  and  philo- 
!ate  meeting  in  St.  James's  Mali  was  soplilcal  us  language  must  bo  when 
held.  But  thero  is  one  formula  in  it  undertakes  to  define  what,  how- 
the  Prayer- Hook  against  the  con-  over  understood,  is  a  mystery.  Vari- 
tinued  use  of  wliidi  earnest  protests  ous  propositions  have  been  made  for 
are  made — not  now  for  the  first  the  relief  of  tender  consciences  on 
time— from  very  many  both  of  the  the  one  side,  with  as  little  violence 
laity  and  clergy,  and  which  is  the  as  possible  to  those  on  the  other; 
only  point  involving  any  quwtion  flf  to  add,  by  way  of  rubric,  an  e.x- 
doctrinc  which  the  St.  James's  Hall  plinatory  note,  of  which  more  than 
reformers  put  forth  as  a  grievance  ono  form  has  been  suggested,  declar- 
to  be  redressed.  It  is  the  ('reed  ing  that  the  anathema  is  to  be  under- 
called  wrongly  that  of  St  Athanadus  stood  only  in  a  certain  sense;  to 
— or  rather,  certain  clauses  of  the  adopt  a  new  and  corrected  transla- 
sarae,  known  as  the  "damnatory'1  tion,  which  it  is  believed  would  have 
clauses.  The  objection  to  their  much  the  same  effect;  to  omit  alto- 
public  use  does  not,  in  fact,  involve  gather  the  clauses  in  which  it  is  con- 
so  much  a  question  of  doctrine  at  tained ;  to  use  the  Creed  on  Trinity 
all,  as  a  question  of  charity.  The  Sunday  only;  to  leave  its  use  op- 
words  objected  to  aro  not  really  a  tional  with  the  officiating  minister, 
portion  of  a  creed,  but  an  anathema.  Of  these,  the  last,  which  seems  to 
More  than  one  of  the  speakers  at  many  so  easy,  and  requires  only  the 
the  St.  James's  imcting  delated  that,  little  change  of  the  word  " >hntt" 
for  himself,   he  accepted  the  whole  into  "may"  in  the  preceding  rubric, 
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appears  to  us  the  most  dangerous  of  It  is  said  that  before  Convocation 
all  to  the  peace,  and  therefore  to  can  be  held  to  express  the  deliberate 
the  best  interests,  of  the  Church.  It  voice  of  the  Church  of  England,  or 
would  lead  infallibly,  as  Canon  claim  any  rightful  authority  for  its 
Miller  put  it  in  his  excellent  speech,  decisions,  it  must  reform  its  own 
quoting  the  words  of  "a  very  constitution.  As  at  present  con- 
straightforward  layman,  a  man  of  stituted,  while  the  Upper  House  in 
vigorous  mind/'  to  a  division,  in  the  each  province  consists  of  the  bishops, 
public  opinion  and  estimation,  "  be-  the  Lower  contains,  in  the  province 
twecri  the  damning  and  the  non-  of  Canterbury,  only  forty-two  repre- 
damning  clergy."  Of  the  other  pro-  sentatives  of  the  parochial  clergy, 
posed  remedies,  a  creed  which  re-  and  in  that  of  York  only  thirty-one 
quires  omissions  cannot  be  a  catholic  — the  rest  being  cither  deans  and 
creed  at  all ;  and  a  note  of  explana-  archdeacons,  who  are  ex  officio  mem- 
tion  or  modification  (unless  it  is  to  bers,  or  proctors  chosen  by  the  ca- 
be  recited  publicly  with  the  creed)  thedral  chapters.  This  is  certainly 
is  what  any  individual  member  of  true,  and  a  scheme  for  a  reformed 
the  congregation  can  make  mentally  representation  is  at  this  moment 
for  himself,  and  much  more  to  his  under  consideration,  by  which  the 
own  personal  satisfaction.  The  pro-  number  of  proctors  for  the  parochial 
posal  made  by  the  reformers  of  St  clergy  would  be  more  than  doubled.* 
James's  Hall  is  to  discontinue  the  But  most  of  those  who  look  at  the 
public  recital  of  this  Creed,  but  to  re-  question  impartially  will  be  inclined 
tain  it  in  the  Prayer- Book  as  ua  most  to  admit  that  the  various  shades  of 
venerable  and  valuable  document."  opinion  are  fairly  enough  represented 
The  one  objection  to  this  course  is  the  under  the  present  system ;  the  dig- 
shock  which  it  seems  clear  would  nified  members,  whose  preponderat- 
thus  be  given  to  men  whom — to  ing  numbers  are  objected  to,  being 
take  Canon  Liddon  as  a  striking  men  of  more  than  the  average  ability, 
example — all  parties  agree  to  hold  not  confined  to  any  particular  school 
in  the  highest  honour,  and  whose  of  thought — men  who,  if  they  were 
possible  separation  from  the  Church  not  deans  or  archdeacons  or  canons, 
would  bo  an  irreparable  evil.  But  would  probably  be  chosen  as  repre- 
surely  these  excellent  men  will  con-  sentatives  by  the  clergy  of  their  own 
sider  that  the  Church  of  England,  diocese,  and  who  do  express  practi- 
through  its  Convocation,  has  as  much  cally,  though  not  professedly,  the 
right  to  rearrange  its  services  now  opinions  of  the'  wisest  and  most 
as  ever  it  had,  and  that  the  discon-  moderate  of  their  body.  Universal 
tinuance  in  public  worship— which  suffrage  is  not  such  an  infallible 
by  no  means  implies  the  rejection  recipe  for  getting  the  best  men  even 
— of  a  metrical  creed  (which  indeed  in  clerical  elections.  The  question  of 
may  with  almost  as  great  propriety  lay  representation  is  a  very  different 
be  called  a  doctrinal  hymn),  the  and  a  very  difficult  question.  Cer- 
whole  tone  of  which  is  controvcr-  tainly  it  can  no  longer  be  said  that 
sial,  cannot  be  considered  as  un-  the  House  of  Commons  is  the  lay 
faithfulness  to  a  doctrine  which  is  convocation  of  the  Church,  and  some 
fully  asserted  in  other  parts  of  her  substitute  seems  to  be  required, 
services.  This,   too,   is  a  question  which   is 

*  It  appears  quite  within  the  power  of  the  archbishop,  under  the  present  constitu- 
tion, to  summon  the  whole  of  the  clergy,  which  in  fact  the  royal  writ  authorises  him 
to  do.  The  representation  of  the  whole  body  by  their  "procurator*"  is  a  mere 
question  of  convenience. 
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under  consideration  in   Iho    present  harm   than    good,    hy    raising    dis- 

sossion.     The   Convocation  of  York  sensions  in  some  paiidie.s,  is  matter 

are  inclined  to  admit  lay  reprcsenta-  of  great  doubt.     The  parish  clergy- 

tives  to   Kit   and   vote   jointly   with  man  is  certainly  somewhat  too  much 

their  own  clerical  body.     Canterbury  of  an  autocrat  in  such  matters  at 

prefers  that  the  laity  should  form  a  present ;  hut  this  kind  of  mild  des- 

third   "House"  of  themselves,  out-  pot  ism   may    bo    but   ill   exchanged 

side   the   present   upper    and   lower  for  a  form  of  government  which  may 

clerical  Houses,  and  that  nil  matters  km  a  parish  in  a  constant  stale  if 

'"  concern  inn  faith,  d:.n: trine,  anil  wor-  ecclesiastical  ferment.      It  seems  tliu 

ship"  decided   in  the  clerical  Synod,  more     inexcusable    in     any    parish 

should  be  aftei  wards  submitted  to  the  priest   to  irritate  the   feeling  of  his 

lay  House  for  iU  assent.     But  mean-  parishioners  against,  him  by  obstin- 

while,   it  must  be   admitted  that   a  ately  insisting  upon  carrying  out  bin 

really  able  and  conscientious  clergy-  nun  opinions   or   tastes   in    matters 

man,  such  as  we  may  fairlv   assume  wliieli  in  theiiiselves  are  confessedly 

to  be  in  moat  cases  soot  up  as  proc-  indifferent ;  because  it  is  clear  to  any 

tor  for  his  diocese,  does  carry  with  one   who  knows  the  temper  of   the 

him   into  Convocation,  in  wonderful  I'n^lisii  laity,  that  a  man  of  honesty, 

measure,  the  assent  and  consent  of  a  tact,  and  moderate   forbearance,  may 

very  large  circle  of  laity.     We  hove  carry  them  with  him  almost  where 

said  here  already   that   the  interest  he  will. 

felt  by  laymen  generally  on  Church  The  same  objection— the  risk  of 
questions  is  far  less  than  it  should  fomenting  party  fends  and  parochial 
be;  but  the  fact  has  at  least  one  jealousies — may  be  ur^ed  against  a 
consolatory  side  from  which  it  is  Bill  which  has  already  passed  its 
possible  to  look  at  it, — that  when  second  reading  in  the  House  of 
the  laity  know  and  can  trust  their  Commons."  It  proposes  to  give 
clergy,  they  do  so  trust  them  in  a  very  power  to  the  bishop  to  license  a 
remarkable  derive,  honourable  alike  chapel  hi  any  parish  where  the 
to  both  parties.  They  think  the.  clergy  population  exceeds  2000,  without 
have  studied  such  questions  more  the  consent  of  the  incumbent.  The 
carefully  th*n  they  have  themselves. ;  Bill  lies  a  double  aim.  It  would 
and  if  they  only  give  [hem  credit  in  emancipate  an  "evangelical"  min- 
tbe  first  instance  for  honesty,  they  ority  from  the  bondage  of  a  "  ritual- 
will  give  them  full  credit  also,  us  they  islio"  rector,  or  tieA  tevt-i,  by  en- 
will  their  lawyer  or  their  physician,  aiding  them  to  set  up  a  minister  of 
for  knowledge  and  judgment  in  their  own  ;  and  it  would  provide  for 
their     business.         Amongst    other  the   extension   of  church   privileges 

Eojects  of  Church   Reform,  a   Bill  and  church  accommodation  in  large 

s    been    introduced    into    Parlia-  parishes  where   the   incumbent  was 

ment  for   the   formation   of   "  Paro-  unable    to   overtake   his   work,  and 

ehial   Councils,"  who  are  to   advise  yet  jealous  of  any  interference  with 

and  to  a  certain  extent  control  the  his   freehold.       In   this   latter   case 

clergyman  in  matters  of  Church  order  the  proposed  measure  would  remedy 

and  ritual — not  of  doctrine;  and  this  a  grievance  existing  happily  in  but 

subject  has  also  engaged  the  atten-  few  places,  but,  where  it  does  exist, 

tion  of  a  Committee  of  Convocation,  destructive  of  the   interests   of   the 

Whether  such  a  scheme  can  ever  be  Church.       But    in     the    former,    it 

made  to  work  so  as  not  to  do  more  would   have  a   dangerous   tendency 

*  Mr.  Salt's  "  Puulic  Worship  Facilities'  Bill. 
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to  encourage  those  unhappy   paro-  the  widening  rather  than  contracting 

chial  feuds  which  are  a  scandal  to  the  basis  of  the  national    Church, 

the    Church    already,    and    would  the  recognition   of    variety    in    the 

throw  upon   the  diocesan    the    in-  views  and  opinions  of  its  clergy,  the 

vidious  choice  of  appearing  either  fuller  admission  of  the  rights,  the 

as  the  protector    of   the    obstinate  larger  enlistment  of  the  sympathies, 

parson    against  "aggrieved  parish-  of  the  laity.       Some  of    them  are 

loners,"  or  as  the  ally  of  a  discon-  obviously  tentative    and    ill-consid- 

tented  faction  against  the  conscien-  ered,  and  are  very  unlikely  to  pass 

tious  victim    of    their    persecution,  into    law    in    their  present    shape. 

Once  let   a    petition    of    the    kind  But,  crude  and  impracticable  as  any 

which  is  contemplated  by  this  Bill  of  them  may  be,  the  fact  of  their 

be  made  to  the  bishop,  and  he  will  being  brought  forward  at  all  is  a 

no  longer  be  regarded  as  the  mode-  surer  token  of  the  vitality   of  the 

rator  between  the  contending  parties,  Church   of   England  than  the  dead 

but  the  partisan  of  the  one  or  the  calm    of     indifferent     acquiescence 

other.      At  present  the  case   of  a  which   has    lasted    so    long.      The 

clergyman    and  his  parishioners  is  bishops    had  warning   given    them 

much  that  of    husband    and  wife,  long  ago,  from    no    friendly  voice, 

They  have  their  disagreements ;  but  to  "  set  their  house  in  order."      The 

knowing    that    they    must    get    on  Church    (and    when     we   say    the 

together,  or  else  cause  an  unseemly  Church,  we  mean   emphatically  its 

disruption  and  scandal,  they  do  get  laymen  as    well  as    its  clergy)    is 

on  together,   in  most  cases,   fairly  taking  up    the  warning    in    a  dif- 

well.       But    if  we    were    to    offer  ferent  sense  from  what  its  enemies 

facilities    for     immediate     divorce,  have    either    desired    or   expected, 

parochial  or  domestic,    upon   every  There  are  changes  impending  of  one 

complaint    of    "  incompatibility    of  kind  or  other.       If  the  Church  of 

temper,"   we    should    bo    tempting  England,  as  an  establishment,  is  to 

the  rupture  which  all  sensible  people  fall,  it  will  not  be  from  the  attacks 

do  their  best  to  avoid.  of  the  Nonconformists,  strong  and 

Such  are  the  principal  movements  active    as    they    are.       It  will    be 

in  the  direction  of  Church  Reform,  through  the  fault  of  two  very  dif- 

which  have    succeeded    each  other  ferent  sections  of  its  own  members, 

with  a  rapidity    very    startling  to  — those  who  are  too  apathetic,   or 

some  conservative  minds    amongst  too  confident  in  the  vitality  of  its 

the  clergy.       Proceeding    in    most  mere   existence,  to  take  any  mea- 

cascs  from  quarters  quite  independ-  sures  for  its  support — or  those  who 

ent  of  each  other,  their  promoters  are  so  jealous  of  change  as  to  forget 

may  all  alike  be  credited  with  the  that  change  is  one  of  the  conditions 

best  intentions  towards  the  Church,  of  vigorous  life. 
They  have  all  the  same  tendency — 


The  Maid  of  Sker.—Part  X, 


THE    MAID    OF    8KER— FART    X. 


Mr  other  reason  for  setting  down  to  let  me  teach  her.  It  was  not 
some  short  account  of  that  evening  that  all  these  had  left  the  place  for 
was  to  give  you  a  little  peace,  and'  an;  mischief.  In  an  ancient  house- 
sense  of  gratitude  to  the  Lord,  for  hold  such  a  loss  is  not  allowable. 
our  many  quiet  sunsets,  and  the  All  meant  to  come  back  again, 
tranquillity  of  our  shores.  Tt  really  when  it  suited  their  opportunities, 
seems  as  if  no  other  land  was  blent  and  end i  [ji-rrcivrd  ilntl  the  house  was 
as  ours  is,  with  quiet  orderly  folk  sure  to  go  to  the  dogs  in  the  absence 
inside  it,  and  good  rulers  over  it,  of  themselves  and  one  another, 
and  around  it  not  too  much  of  sun  Heavisidc  had  found  Nanette  (in 
or  moon,  or  anything,  unless  it  may  spite  of  my  best  prognostics)  over- 
bo  fog  sometimes.  And  this  love  gel  her  seventh  occasion  of  producing 
of  our  country  seems  ever  lo  be  small  Crappos,  and  his  natural  dis- 
strongest,  whether  at  departing  for  appointment  with  her  led  to  such 
the  wars  with  turbulent  nations,  or  words  that  be  shouldered  his  bundle 
upon  returning  home,  as  soon  as  we  and  made  off  for  Spithead,  in  com- 
havo  conquered  them.  But  now  for  pany  with  Jerry,  who  was  compelled 
3.  long  timo,  I  shall  have  very  little  to  forsake  his  creditors.  And  as  for 
peace  to  dwell  upon.  the  cook,  I  did  hoar,  though  unable 

At  Narnton  Court  I  found  no  to  believe  it.  tfeaJ  she  was  in  trouble 
solace  for  tny  warmth  of  feeling,  about  a  young  fellow  scarcely  worthy 
Polly  had  been  sent  out  of  the  way,  to  turn  her  jack, 
on  purpose,  because  I  was  coming;  In  other  respects  I  found  ihat 
which  was  a  iiicisi  uiihiimlsomi' tiling  nothing  of  much  importance  had 
on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Cockhanterbury.  occurred  since  I  was  there  in  the 
For  the  very  expectation  which  bad  summer-time.  Sir  Philip  continued 
buoyed  me  up  at  a  flattish  period,  to  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  the  Squire 
and  induced  mo  to  do  without  three  to  watch  the  sunsets;  neither  had 
quids  of  cross-cut  ncgrohead,  was  the  latter  been  persuaded  to  absolve 
my  simple  and  humble  looking  for-  his  brother.  The  Captain  had  been 
ward  to  my  Polly.  I  knew  that  I  at  home  one  or  two  days,  inquiring 
was  a  fool,  of  course ;  but  still  I  into  my  discovery  of  the  buried 
could  not  help  it;  and  I  had  got  on  dolls.  He  did  not  attach  so  much 
so  well  among  young  women  always,  importance  to  this  matter  as  bis 
that  I  found  it  very  bard  to  miss  father  had  done,  but  said  that  it 
the  chance  I  cared  for.  I  feared  made  a  mysterious  question  even 
that  my  age  was  beginning  to  tell ;  more  mysterious.  And  failing,  as  a 
for  often,  since  I  had  been  ashore,  blunt  sailor  would,  to  make  either 
my  rheumatics  had  come  back  again,  head  or  tail  of  it,  and  being  disgusted 
Neither  was  that  my  only  grief  and  with  bis  brother  for  refusing  to  see 
source  of  trouble  at  this  time;  but  him,  he  vowed  to  remain  in  the 
many  other  matters  quite  as  grave  house  no  longer,  but  set  off  for 
combined  against  me.  lleaviside  I'omeroy  Castle  again,  where  ho  had 
was  not  there  to  talk,  and  make  formed  a  close  friendship  with  the 
mo  hug  my  singleness:  nor  even  eldest  son  of  the  owner.  His  lady- 
Jerry  Toms,  nor  the  cook,  who  used  love,  the  fair  Isabel,  was  not   living 
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there  now,  but  might  very  easily  be  happened  with  Captain  Bampfylde 

met  with ;    for  on  coming  of    ago  so  beset,  and  longing  to  think  that 

three    years    ago,   she    had    taken  ho  ought  to  act  as  everybody  told 

possession  of   her  domain,  "  Carey  him :  but  he  begged  for  a  night  to 

Park,"  a  magnificent  place  adjoining  think  over  it ;  and  in  the  morning 

the  Pomeroy  property.     It  was  said  he  received  his  appointment  to  the 

that  the  Earl  had  done  his  best  to  Bellona.      Even    Sir    Philip    could 

catch  the  young  heiress  for  his  son,  not  deny  that  the  hand  and  the  will 

and  therefore  had  made  a  pretext  of  of  the  Almighty  must  herein  be  re- 

the  old  charge  against  the  Captain,  cognized.     And  there  was  a  chance 

for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop  to  of   a  brush  with  Spain,  about  the 

communication  with  him.     But  his  Nootka  Sound,  just  then ;  and  if  any- 

son,  Lord  Mohun,  upon  finding  how  thing  makes  a  sailor's  fortune,  it  is 

Ihe  young  lady's  heart  was  settled,  a  fight  with  these  fine  old  Dons.     A 

withdrew   his   suit  (like  a  man  of  Frenchman  is  sure  to  be  captured, 

honour),  and  all  the  more  promptly,  but  not  half  so  sure  as  a  Spaniard ; 

perhaps,  because  he  had  made  up  his  and  the  hidalgoes  do  turn  out  good 

mind  to  another  lady  before  Miss  gold,  with  good  manners  behind  it 

Oarey  came  to  them.  Many    ships    have    I    boarded,  but 

It  was  said  that  the  Captain  with  brightest  alacrity  always  a 
might  now  have  persuaded  the  good  fat  old  Spaniard, 
beautiful  heiress  to  marry  him,  and  Therefore  the  Captain  brushed 
finish  their  long  affection,  if  he  away  any  little  weakness,  and  set 
could  hiive  thoroughly  made  up  his  out  for  Spithead  bravely  in  a 
mind  that  honour  would  bear  him  bachelor  condition.  And  after  try- 
out  in  it  For  her  confidence  was  ing  to  collect  what  news  there  was 
so  perfect  in  him,  that  she  left  it  to  at  Narnton,  and  finding  that  1  must 
his  own  judgment,  herself  perhaps  not  think  of  meeting  my  dear  Polly, 
longing  to  put  an  end  to  their  weari-  I  quietly  drew  my  travelling-money, 
some  uncertainty.  Sir  Philip  heard  and  set  forth  to  join  him. 
of  it,  and  came  down,  to  implore  Only  every  one  will  reproach  me, 
them  thus  to  settle  themselves,  and  have  right  to  do  so,  if  I  fail  to 
And  Captain  Bampfylde  was  so  tell  the  latest  tidings  of  that  Parson 
hard  set  by  the  nature  of  the  case,  Chowne.  People  seemed  to  like 
that  ho  might  have  been  enticed  this  man,  because  they  never  could 
away  from  what  his  conscience  told  make  him  out,  and  nearly  all  the 
him.  This  was  that  the  solemn  world  is  pleased  to  hear  of  the  rest 
oath  which  he  had  taken  in  the  being  vanquished.  It  seems  that  a 
church,  with  Isabel  beside  him,  to  wholly  new  bishop  arose,  by  reason 
purge  himself  of  all  foul  charges  (ere  of  the  other  dying,  and  this  gentle- 
ho  made  another  guilty,  if  himself  man  swore  on  the  Bible  to  havo 
were  guilty),  could  not  thus  be  laid  things  in  order.  When  he  heard  of 
aside  without  a  loss  of  honour.  Sir  Chowne,  and  his  high  defiance  of  all 
Philip  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  former  bishops,  ho  said,  "  Fie,  fie ! 
world  to  counsel  dishonest  actions ;  this  must  not  be ;  I  will  very  soon 
but  being  an  old  man,  and  reluctant  put  this  to  rights."  To  follow  up 
that  his  race  should  all  expire,  he  this  resolution  he  appointed  Tivcr- 
looked  upon  that  sacrament  as  no  ton,  and  the  old  church  of  St  Peter, 
more  than  a  piece  of  sacrilege,  or  a  for  Chowne  to  bring  his  young 
hasty  pledge  of  which  the  Lord  people  up  to  a  noble  confirmation  ; 
would  never  take  advantage.  also  for  a  visitation  of  the  clergy  all 

Nobody  knows  what  might  havo  around ;  such  as  they  havo  now  and 
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then,  to  stop  the  spread  of  king's  men    shouldering     blunderbusses  ; 

evil.  himself   sate  inside  with  his  crosior 

His  holiness  the  Bishop  was  sur-  and  mitre,  nnd  lawn  sleeves,  and  nil 

prised  to  receive  this  answer:   "  My  tho  rest  of   it.     Now  this  was  juat 

dear   Lord, — "My    meet   is   at   Cal-  the  ve:  v  thing  (]»■  ivfractory  Parson 

verly  on  the  day  you  speak  of.     We  expected ;    therefore  he  rode  round 

always  find  a  fox  hard  by ;   and  if  overnight    and    bade   every   fanner 

he  should  make  for  Stoodlcigh  cov-  in   the  nciL'hbnurliood    send   all   his 

erts,  1  may  come  down  the  bolhum  hands   with   pickaxes   and   shovels, 

road  in  time  to  meet  your  Lordship,  by  four  o'clock   the  next  morning  ■ 

At  any  rate,  1   shall  dine   at   'The  also   he  gathered   all   his  own   men 

Angel,'    somewhere    between    three  there,   as   well   as   tho   unclad   folk 

and  five  o'clock,  nnd  hope  to  find  who  were  entirely  at    his    orders, 

you  there,  and  have  a  pleasant  even-  Then   he  sent   for  Parson  Jack,  as 

ing   with    you. — Yours   very   truly,  being     the     strongest     inau     about 

R.  S.  Ckowne.  there,   and  imparted    his  intention 

"  P.S.  —  You     need     not     bring  to   him,   and   placed    him    over   tho 

cards."  workmen. 

The  whole  of  this  was  written  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  IMiop's 
with  Cumherlanil  lead,  on  the  buck  stale-carriage  was  descried  moving 
of  a  paper,  showing;  how  to  treat  up  the  Tiverliiii  Highroad,  with  a 
hounds  in  distemper;  and  the  noble  and  imposing  aspect  Before. 
Bishop  was  displeased  about  it,  and  he  arrived  at  (in.*  cross-road  leading 
declined  his  society ;  especially » h*  olF  to  Nympton  Bectory,  his  Lord- 
had  invitation  to  Hie  mml  Tidtonibe  ship  was  surprised  to  sec  a  great 
Rectory.  And  there  he  was  treated  collection  of  people  standing  on  a 
so  hospitably  by  a  very  handsome  hill  almve  the  road,  nnd  all  salut- 
family,  that  he  put  up  his  glass  of  ing  him  with  the  deepest  respect, 
a  noble  wine,  and  saw  tho  sun  set  "Not  so  bad  after  all,"  he  exclaim- 
through  it,  and  vowed  that  his  ed ;  "  brother  Ohowne  has  brought 
Magna  Charta,  or  Habeas  Corpus,  or  his  men  into  good  order,  which  is 
Writ  of  Error — I  never  can  remem-  the  noblest  use  uf  the  Church.  Ah  I 
.  ber  which — but  :it  any  rate  that  his  they  don't  soo  a  bishop  every  day, 
royal  orders  should  fall  out  of  his  and  they  know  when  a  thing  is 
apron-pocket,  if  he  failed  to  execute  worth  louUinjr  at,  fur  (heir  faces  nro 
them.  black   with   astonishment.       Holloa, 

In  this  state  of  mind  he  received  Boh!  what's  that?" 
a  letter  from  Parson  Clmwne  him-  "Up  with  the  glass,  your  Lord- 
self,  full  of  respect,  and  most  clever-  ship,"  (he  coachman  shouted  back  ; 
ly  turned,  as  well  as  describing  tho  "or  it  will  be  all  over  with  you. 
Parson's  grief  ;ii  being  unable  to  We  are  in  a  rare  slough,  and  no 
bring  to  his  holiness  any  one  fit  to  mistake." 

lay  hands  upon.  The  standard  set  And  so  they  were.  His  Lord- 
before  them  had  been  ibefore  laying  ship  had  no  time  to  slam  the  win- 
on  of  hands)  to  say  the  Lord's  dows  up,  before  the  coach  lay  wal- 
I'raycr  backwards ;  and  there  was  lowing  in  a  bog  of  nighty  blackness, 
not  one  of  them  up  to  it.  This  an-  In  it  poured,  and  lillcd  the  coach, 
gercd  the  Bishop  ic>  such  a  degree,  anil  nearly  smothered  his  Lordship, 
that  he  ordered  out  his  heavy  coach  who  was  dragged  out  at  last  with 
with  tho  six  long-iailid  Mark  horses,  the  greatest  trouble,  as  black  as  if 
and  the  coachman  with  cocked-hat  ho  were  dipped  in  pitch.  For  the 
and  flowing  wig,  and  four  great  foot-  Parson  had  done  a  most  'shameful 
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tiing,  and  too  bad  for  even  him  to  position,  and  more  capable  of  main- 
think  of.      He   had    taken    up  his  taining  it. 

private    road,    and    dug    out    the  We  were  cruising  off  the  south 

ground  some  six  feet  deep,  and  then  coast  of    Ireland,  under   orders  to 

(by  means  of    carts  and   barrows)  search  all  ships  that  might  be  likely 

transferred  to  it  the  contents  of  a  to  carry  arms ;    but    as   a   frigate 

quagmire,   which    lay    handy,    and  would  have  done  for  that  service, 

spread  the  surface  again  with  road-  as  well  as,  or  better  than,  a  74,  we 

dirt,  so  that  it  look  as  sound  as  a  knew  that  our  true  commission  was 

rock.     Having  seen  with  a  telescope  to  shake  together  and  fall  into  dis- 

from  his  window  the  grand  success  cipline,    and    bring    other    seamen 

of  his  engineering,  he  sent  down  a  into  the  same,  if  we  could  get  any 

groom   in   smart  livery,   to  present  to    join   us.     Having  a  light  wind 

his  compliments  to  the  traveller  who  and  plenty  of  sea-room,  we  resolved 

had  happened  to  lose  his  way,  and  to  enjoy  ourselves  that  day ;   and  a 

fall  into  a  moor-hole,  and  was  there  very  delightful  party   it  was,  eape- 

anything  he  could   do  to  mitigate  dally  after  I  was  called  on  to  spin 

that  misfortune  ?    But  the  Bishop  a  few  of  the  many  true  yarns  which 

sputtered  out  through  his  chattering  make  mo  such  a  general  favourite, 

teeth  that  he  hoped  to  hear  no  more  After  filling  our  glasses  and  drink- 

of  him,  and  that  none  but  a  Devon-  ing  the  health  of  his  Majesty,  and 

shire  man  was  fit  to  oversee  Devon-  of  the  Navy  at  large,  and  especially 

shire  parsons.     And  this  made  the  of  our  Captain,  we  began  to  talk  of 

fifth  bishop  conquered  by  Chowne.  the  state  of  affairs  and  the  time  at 

To  return   to  our  noble  selves —  which  the  war  might  be  expected 

that  is  to  say,  to  the  better  people  to  declare  itself.     That  it  must  come 

dealt  with  in  our  history.     At  the  to  a  great  war  with    France,   not 

close  of  this  year  1790,  to  wit,  upon  even   a  fool  could  doubt,  although 

Christmas-day  of  that  excellent  year  he   might   desire  to  doubt  it,   ever 

of  grace,  no  less  than  three  of  us  since  the  destruction  of  the  Bastile 

dined   together   (of  course,   with  a  in  July  1789.     And  throughout  all 

good  many  others  also)  in  the  Cap-  the  year  and  a  half  since  that,   a 

tain's  cabin  of  the  Bellona,  74-gun  wild  and   desperate  multitude  had 

ship  of  the  British  navy,  carrying  done    nothing  but  abolish  all    the 

also  six  carronades.      These  three  safeguards    of    their    country,   and 

were,  Captain  Drake  Bampfylde,  of  every    restraint     upon    the    vilest 

course,     the    Honourable     Rodney  rabble.      Our  wisest    plan  was    to 

Bluett,  now  our  second  lieutenant,  begin    at    once,   before    this    cruel 

and  the  Master  of  the  ship,  whose  monster  should   learn    the    use  of 

name  was  something  like   "  David  its  fangs,  and  the  strength  of  its 

Llewellyn."     This    latter  was  now  spring;   but  as  usual,  Great  Britain 

remarkable  for  the  dignity  of    his  was  too  slow  to  seize   the  cudgel, 

appearance  and  the  gravity  of   his  which  might  happily  have  saved  a 

deportment;   and  although  he  was  million    lives.      However,   we  were 

only  ranked  after  the  youngest  of  preparing  quietly  for  the  inevitable 

the  lieutenants,  and  just  before  chits  conflict,  as  even  our  presence  that 

of    reefers  (called  by   some  people  day  in    the  cabin   of    the  Bellona 

u  midshipmen"),   and   though   upon  might  indicate, 

any  but  Testive  occasions  you  might  "  Master,  we  are  sadly  short  of 

not  have  spied  him  at  the  Captain's  hands/'    said    Captain    Bampfylde, 

table,  you  could  scarcely  have  found  addressing  me ;    "  I   shall    have    a 

any  officer  more  satisfied  with  his  poor  report  to  make  unless  we  do 
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something.      Do  you  think  that  wo  appoint  any   officer   ho   pleased,   he 

could  get  on  without  you,  if  I  sent  knew  the  true  wisdom   of  shunning 

you  on  a  cruise  for  a  week  or   so  f"  offence  by  (living  some  pood  reason. 

"  I  think  3'ou  might,  sir,"  I  Therefore  he  went  on  again : — 
answered  humbly  ;  "  if  it  does  not  "There  is  not  one  of  us,  I  dare- 
come  on  to  blow,  and  if  you  keep  say,  who  would  not  enjoy  this  little 
well  away  from  land.  I  have  change.  But  I  think  that  Llewellyn 
trained  Mr.  Sebright  with  bo  much  is  our  man,  simply  for  this-reason. 
skill  that  you  may  always  rely  upon  The  part  to  bo  beaten  up  first  is  the 
him,  except  in  any  difficulty."  Welsh  const,  from  St.  David's  Head 

Nobly  I  spoke,  and  the   Captain's  to  Penarth.     I  have  heard  of  many 

reply  was   not  vi-ry   far   behind  mo.  good   seamen    there,   and   especially 

"If  we  carried   750    men,"   ho   ex-  at  Llanelly.      I  think   that   none   of 
claimed,     with     generous     candour,'   our  officers  can  speak  Welsh,  except 

•*  we  could  not  hope  to  hare  more  Master   David.      Even    you,    Bluett, 

than   one   Mastt  r   liavid  l.k-wcllyii ;  tlmu^li  cnmini;  from  Wales,  ore  not 

so  diffident,  so  truthful,  eo  entirely  up  to  the  lingo." 

free  from  jealousy.      Gentlemen,  is  This  settled  it  in  the  best-natured 

it  not  so  ?"  manner   and    all   congratulated   me, 

All  the  officers  assented  with  a  and  wished  mo  good  speed  in  get- 
pleasant  smile  to  me,  and  then  to  ting  hold  of  old  salts,  if  possible,  or 
one  another,  so  that  1  hardly  knew  else  fresh  young  ones.  Not  to  bo 
what  to  say  exci.pt  that  1  could  not  too  long  about  it,  somewhere  about 
deserve  it  Epiphany  Day,  in    the    year    iTBl, 

"  Our   tender   the   Scalark    is    to  1     stretched     away   for    the     coast 

meet  us   in   the   Cove   of   Cork   on  of     Wales,    being    in    command    of 

New  Year's  Day."  continued  Captain  the   Scalark,    a    rattling   cutter     of 

Bampfylde;  "and  utter  shipping  all  100  tons,   with    two    6-pound    bow- 

our   stores,    she  will  be   for  a  fort-  chasers,  and  a  score  of   picked  men 

night  at   my   disposal.       Now    you  under    me,      ]    have   no   time   now 

know  as  well  as  I  do,  that  our  com-  to    describe    emotions   even   of   the 

plement   for   war   lime   is   650  men  loftiest   order,   such    as    patriotism, 

and    boys,   and    that    our     present  modesty,  generosity,  self-abasement, 

strength  is  morif  than  300  short  of  and  many  others  which   I  indulged 

that       War   may   be   declared   any  inv  when   I   cast   anchor  off  Porth- 

day  almost,  and   a  pretty  figure  wc  cawl,    and     they    thought     that     I 

should   cut   against  a    French   liner  meant  to  bombard  them.     I  ordered 

of   80  guns     Therefore,    unless   the  a  boat  ashore  at  once,  to  reassure  tho 

Scalark     should    bring    us   a    very  natives  when  I  had  given  a  waft  of 

large  draft,  which   I  do   not  expect,  my  flag,  and  fired   a  gun   to   salute 

iny  resolve  is   to   man   and   victual  it.     But  being  now  in  such  a   posi- 

her,  for  a   fortnight's  cruise,   under  tion,   and  the    parish   to  its  utmost 

some  one   who    is   a  good  hand   at  corners  nttfau  "<•  Uw  subject,  ashore 

recruiting.      Would    you    like    tho  I  durst  not    trust   myself;    because 

berth.  Master  Llewellyn '/"  without  rupture  of  ancient  tics,  and 

"Sir,  I  know  not  anything  which  a    low    impression     loft    behind,     I 

I  should  like  better."  could   not   have   got    aboard    sober 

Our    Captain    perceived  that   the  again.       And    after    that,    could    1 

junior     lieutenants      looked     rather  knock   down    any  of    my  crew   for 

glum  at  being  to  passed  over,  from  being  tipsy  t      Nevertheless,    I   had 

Master      Rodney  downwards ;     and  Bardie,    and     Bunny,    and     Mother 

though  he  had  the  perfaet  right  to  Jones  with  her  children,  and  Master 
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Berkrolles,  and  Charles  Morgan,  I  really  must  guard  against  any 
and  Betsy  Matthews,  and  Moxy  nasty  misconstruction.  Whatever 
Thomas,  all  brought  in  a  boat  to  had  been  done  to  me  on  the  part  of 
visit  me,  besides  a  few  others  who  Parson  Chowne  was  by  this  time  so 
came  without  leave.  They  all  wholly  gone  out  of  my  heart,  and 
seemed  to  be  very  well  and  happy,  mind  and  everything  any  man  can 
and  I  entertained  them  beautifully.  feel  with,  that  nothing  was  fur- 
That  same  afternoon  we  made  a  ther  from  my  intention  than  to  go 
hit  enough  to  encourage  anybody,  into  that  matter  again.  I  knew 
We  impressed  not  only  my  foe  the  that  in  spite  of  all  the  deforence 
tailor,  but  also  Uezckiah !  That  paid  mo  now  on  every  side  (and  too 
is  to  say,  it  was  not  quite  what  much  for  my  comfort),  Chowne 
might  be  called  impresssment ;  be-  would  turn  me  inside  out,  ten  thou- 
cause,  with  no  war  raging  yet,  we  sand  times  worse  than  Stew  could, 
could  not  resort  to  violence;  but  This  I  like  to  see  done,  when  any- 
wo  made  them  both  so  entirely  thing  wrong  can  bo  found  inside 
drunk,  that  wo  were  compelled,  for  a  man.  But  a  thoroughly  honest 
their  own  sake,  to  weigh  anchor,  fellow  should  stick  on  his  honesty, 
while  having  their  bodies  on  board,  and  refuse  it. 

T  had  a  stern  fellow  of  noble  mind  So  when  Providence,  in  a  dream, 
to  back  me  up  at  all  hazard,  and  laid  before  me  the  great  mercy,  and 
Rocing  what  a  sneak  Uezckiah  was,  I  might,  say  miracle,  of  impress- 
he  gave  him  six  dozen  out  of  hand,  ing  the  naked  people,  and  bringing 
with  my  official  sanction.  The  them  under  our  good  chaplain,  to  bo 
Horologist  to  the  Royal  family  trained  from  the  error  of  their  ways 
took  his  allotment  worse  than  and  live,  I  felt  a  sort  of  delicacy 
almost  any  man  I  ever  saw ;  how-  as  to  trespassing  thus  upon  Parson 
ever,  for  old  acquaintance'  sake  I  Chowne1  s  old  freehold, 
would  not  have  him  salted.  In  These  naked  folk  belonged  to 
spite  of  this,  the  effect  was  such  him,  and  though  ho  did  not  culti- 
that  it  brought  him  round  to  the  vate  them  us  another  man  might 
Knglish  Church,  and  cured  him  of  have  done,  it  was  not  difficult  to 
all  French  doctrine.  And  as  ho  believe  that  ho  found  fine  qualities 
gradually  began  to  lose  fat,  and  to  in  them.  And  to  take  them  from 
dwell  upon  gunnery,  we  found  his  under  his  very  nose  might  seem  liko 
oiliness  most  useful  to  prevent  cor-  a  narrow  vexation.  However,  times 
rosion.  Having  worked  this  coast  there  are  when  duty  ovcrridos  all 
to  our  utmost  power,  and  gathered  delicacy  ;  the  Bellona  was  still  short 
a  good  deal  of  human  stulF  (some  of  her  number  by  a  hundred  hands 
useful  and  some  useless),  pretty  or  more:  and  with  this  reflection  I 
near  three  score  in  all,  and  put  cast  away  all  further  hesitation, 
upon  short  rations,  we  thought  that  We  left  the  Scalark  off  Hed- 
wc  might  as  well  finish  our  job  by  don's  Mouth,  a  wild  and  desolate 
slanting  across  to  Devonshire.  Be-  part  of  the  coast,  for  my  object  was 
cause  for  the  most  part  you  there  to  pounce  unawares  on  the  Parson's 
may  find  more  body  but  less  mind  savage  colony.  For  what  we  wero 
than  ours,  which  is  the  proper  state  going  to  do  was  not  altogether  law- 
of  things  for  the  substance  of  our  ful  just  at  present,  although  it  very 
Navy.  Therefore  we  drafted  off  to  soon  would  bo.  Aly  force  consisted 
Cork  all  our  noble  Welshmen,  and  of  no  loss  than  fifteen  jolly  well- 
made  sail  for  Devonshire.  seasoned  tars,  all  thoroughly  armed. 
Now,  before  telling  what  we  did,  all   up  for  a  spree,  and  ready  to  do 
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any  mortal  thing  at  a  word  or  a  I  doubt .  whether  we    should  have 
signal  from  me.    If  wc  could  only  dared   to  invade  their  burrows    at 
surprise  the  wild  men,  I  had  no  fear  such  a  period, 
as  to  our  retreat,  because  the  feeling  However,  I  thought  that  nothing 
of.  the  country  would  be  strongly  could  be  more  suitable  for  our  enter- 
in  our  favour  as  the  abaters  of  a  prise.     Of    course,   they  would   all 
nuisance   long   pronounced   unbear-  overgorge  themselves,  and  than  their 
able.  habit  of  drinking  water,  which  alone 
For  five  or  it  may  have  been  six  would  establish  their  barbarism,  was 
leagues  we  marched  across  the  moors  sure  to  throw  them   into  deep  Un- 
as straight  as  possible  by  compass,  troubled  sleep  till  sunrise.     As  soon 
except  when  a  quagmire  or  a  ridge  as  one  could  strike  a  line  from  the 
of  rugged  stone  prevented  us.     We  pointers  to  the  Pole-star  (which  is  a 
forded  several  beautiful  streams  of  crooked  one,  by  the  by),  and  as  soon 
the  brightest  crystal  water,  so  full  as  it  was  dark  enough  for  a  man  to 
of   trout  that  I  longed  to    have   a  count  the  Pleiads,  I  called  my  men 
turn    at  my   old    calling;    and  we  with  a  long  low  whistle,   and  ad- 
came  in  view  of  Nympton   steeple  vanced  in  double  file.    The  savages 
just  as  the  sun  was  setting.     I  re-  lay  as  deeply  sleeping  as  if  their 
mcmbered  the  lie  of  the  land  quite  consciences  were    perfect,   whereas 
well,    ever    since   that    night  when  they  could  have  had  none  at  ail. 
the  fire  happened ;    so  I  halted  my  We  entered  their  principal  cuddy, 
men  in  a  little  wood,  and  left  them  or  shanty,  or  shieling,  or  wigwam, 
to  eat  their    suppers,  while  I  slung  or  what  you  will  (for  it  was  none  of 
my  spy-glass,  and  proceeded  to  re-  these  exactly,  but  a  mixture  of  them 
connoitre    the    enemy.     Lying    flat  all),  and   to   our   surprise   not  one 
upon  the  crest  of  a  hummocky  ridge  awoke,  or  was  civilised  enough  to 
of  moorland,  I  brought  my  glass  to  snore.     Higgledy-piggledy  they  lay 
bear  through  the  heather  first  upon  in  troughs  scooped  out  of  the  sido 
the    great    Parson's    house,    which  of  the  hill,  or  made  by  themselves, 
stood   on   a   hill  to  the  left  of   me,'  of  clay  and  straw  (called   "cob,"  I 
and  then   on  the  barbarous  settle-  believe,  in  Devonshire),   with  some 
ment.     The  Rectory  looked  as  snug  rotten  thatch  above  them,  and  the 
and  quiet  as  the  house  of  the  very  sides  of  their  den  made  of  brush- 
best  man    could  be ;    with   a   deal  wood.  -  Some    of    the    elders    had 
more  of  comfort  than  most  of  these  sheepskins     over    them,     but    the 
contrive    to     gather    around    them,  greater  part  trusted  to  one  another 
The  dens  of  the  tribe  that  objected  to  for  warmth,  and  to  their  hairiness, 
raiment  were  quite  out  of  sight  from  '      All   this  we  saw  by  a  blue-light 
his  windows  ;  nor  were  they  allowed  which  T  ordered  to  be  kindled — for 
to  present  themselves  to  Mrs.  Chowne,  at  first  it  was  as  dark  as  pitch — and 
unless   she  had   done    anything   to  a  -stranger  or  a    sadder  sight  has 
vex  him.     Shaping  my  glass   upon  rarely  been  seen  in  England.     Poor 
these  wretches,  I  saw  that  they  were  creatures  I  they  were  all  so  cowed  by 
in  high  festival.     Of  course  I  could  the  brilliant  light   and  the    armed 
not  tell  the  reason,   but  it  turned  men   standing  in  their  filthy  hovel, 
out    afterwards    that    the    Parson's  that  they  offered  no  resistance,  but 
hounds  were  off  their  feed  through  stared  at  us  in  a  piteous  manner, 
a  sudden  attack   of  distemper,  and  as  if  we  were  come  to  kill  them, 
therefore  a  cartload  of  carrion  had  Escape  was  impossible,  save  for  the 
been  taken  down  to  the  settlement,  children,  and  most  of  them  thought 
It  was  lucky  that  I  knew  it  not,  for  (as  we  found  out  afterwards)  that 
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Chowne  was  tired  of  thorn  and  had  them  to  Heddon's  Mouth,  We 
ordered  their  destruction.  durst  not  halt  for  a  rest  until  there 
"  Choose  all  tho  males  from  ten  were  three  leagues  between  us  and 
years  to  thirty,1'  I  shouted  to  my  Nympton  Moor;  then  hurrying  on 
men,  who  were  almost  as  scared  at  the  break  of  day,  we  found  the 
as  the  savages :  "  don't  touch  the  Sealark  at  anchor ;  and  she  sent 
females,  or  I'll  cut  you  down.  Set  us  a  boat,  at  our  signal, 
another  blue  -  light  burning :  we  Scarcely  were  wo  on  board  of  the 
don't  want  any  cripples."  boat,  and  pushing  off  with  our  cap- 
Not  to  be  too  long  with  it,  I  only  ture,  when  the  clash  of  a  horse  8 
found  three  men  worth  impressing;  hoofs  upon  rock  rang  through  the 
the  others  were  so  badly  built,  or  murmuring  of  the  waves.  We 
even  actually  deformed,  and  of  ap-  turned  and  gazed  with  one  accord, 
pearance  so  repulsive  that  wo  could  for  the  boat  lay  broadside  on  to 
not  bear  to  think  of  turning  them  shore,  through  the  kicking  of  the 
into  messmates.  naked  men  when  they  felt  salt 
"  Now  for  the  boys !"  I  cried ;  water  under  them,  and  our  quitting 
"  we  want  boys  even  more  than  good  stroke  to  attend  to  them.  At 
men  almost;"  but  I  found  that  all  furious  speed  a  horseman  dashed 
the  children  save  one  had  slipped  out  of  the  craggy  glen,  and  leaped 
through  the  sailors'  legs  adroitly,  the  pool  where  the  brook  is  barred 
while  we  were  dealing  with  the  up  and  vanishes.  Down  the  shingle, 
men.  Wo  could  not  have  caught  and  shelves  of  wrack,  he  drove  nig 
them  in  the  dark ;  and  more  than  horse  into  the  sea,  until  there  was 
this,  the  best-sized  of  them  had  no  firmness  under  him.  He  almost 
popped,  like  snakes,  into  burrow-  laid  hold  of  our  boat — not  quite; 
holes,  or  like  a  fox  into  his  earth.  for  I  struck  with  an  oar  at  the 
But  the  one  who  stood  his  ground,  horse,  and  scared  him,  shouting  to 
and  faced  us,  was  a  noble-looking  all  of  my  crew  to  pull, 
boy,  in  spite  of  dirt  and  nakedness,  Finding  himself  just  a  little  too 
with  long  thick  tangles  of  .golden  late,  Chowno  gave  a  turn  to  his 
hair,  and  a  forehead  like  a  man's  horse's  head,  and  tho  lather  and 
almost  He  looked  up  at  me  in  a  foam  of  the  spirited  animal  made 
bold  steady  manner,  wholly  unlike  a  white  curdle  in  the  calm  blue 
their  savage  stare,  and  it  struck  me  sea.  The  horso  sprang  gladly  up 
that  here  was  the  little  fellow  whom  the  shingle  crest — for  the  shore  is 
I  had  saved  eight  or  nine  years  ago  very  steep  there — and  he  shook 
from  the  horse  of  Parson  Jack,  himself  and  scattered  brine;  and 
But  though  he  appeared  to  bo  there  were  three  other  horses  behind 
twelve  years  old,  I  could  not  make  him.  On  one  of  these  sate  Parson 
out  what  he  said,  except  "  Yes,  Jack,  and  two  huntsmen  on  the 
yes;"  and  "mo  como  with  oo."  other  twain,  and  the  faces  of  these 
Such  was  his  state  of  education  !  were  as  red  as  fire  with  hurry  and 

I  hoisted  him  on  a  strong  man's  indignation, 

back,  for  the  long  march  had  made  Only  Chowne's  wicked  face  was 

me  feel  my  years,  and  perceiving  no  white,  and  settled  with  calm  fury ; 

call  to  molest  tho  residue,  or  injure  and  his  style  of  address  to  us,  just 

their    home — such    as    it    was — we  as  if  we  were  nothing  but  dogs  of 

simply  handcuffed    the   three    best  his  kennel. 

fellows,   and    borrowed    threo    pig-  u  Ho,  you  scoundrels  I"  he  shouted 

whips    of    their    own   (made  right  out;  uhold  oars,  and  let  mo  parley 

down  ingeniously)  so    as  to  drive  you." 
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had  washed  him  in  the  brook  ;  and 
his  hair  in  drying  was  full  of  gold. 
"Who  are  you  ?"  he  shouted, 
"Nothing  for  me,  rogues;  hut  controlling  himself,  us  his  habit 
much  for  yourselves,  I  will  give  was,  when  outbreak  became  useless, 
you  five  pounds  for  that  child  in  For  the  dignity  of  my  demeanour, 
the  stern.  1  want  him  for  knife-  and  the  nobility  of  my  uniform, 
cleaning."  also  the  snowiness  of  my  hair,  com- 

"  Would  youi-  Worship  think  fifty  bintd  to  defeat  the  unerring  quick- 
too  much  for  him  V  We  put  him  at  ness  of  his  rapid  und  yet  cold  eyes. 
fifty,  your  Worship."  And   so   I  replied,  with  an  elegant 

"Fifty,  you  robbers!   Well,   then,     bow — 
fifty.     Ten   times  his  value   to  any         "  Your  Reverence,  it  so  happen? 
-  ■      But  I  have  a  fancy  for  him."       that  my  name  is  '  Old  Davy  Llew- 

WonM    vnnr  Worshm  ininil   snv-      pllvn  M' 


"Would  your  Worship  mind  say-    ellyn.' 


After   a   most   successful    cruise,  ccpt  Hezckiah,  and   the   three  wild 

we    returned    to   our   Bellona,    and  men. 

were  received  as  behoves  success,  Unfortunate  Master  Perkins  could 
with  ever  so  many  rounds  of  cheers,  not  enter  into  the  spirit  of  our  ex- 
it was  true  that  we  had  sent  before  ertions  for  his  benefit ;  because  his 
us,  and  now  brought  in,  an  awkward  mind  was  unsettled  with  knowing 
lot;  but  it  is  beautiful  to  see  how  the  hardship  both  of  his  back  and 
in  a  large  ship's  company,  and  under  front  For  his  back  was  covered 
a  good  commander,  mere  coaster  fel-  with  raw  places  sitting  amiss  to  the 
lows  become  true  seamen,  and  even  fit  of  his  clothes-,  while  the  forward 
land- lubbers  learn  bow  to  walk.  Cap-  part  of  his  body  became  too  hollow 
tain  Drake  Bampfyldc  did  me  the  to  yield  him  comfort  But,  strange 
honour  of  asking  my  advice,  as  soon  to  say,  his  wrath  wan  kindled  not 
as  his  own  opinion  was  settled  ;  ami  against  us  for  these  misfortunes,  but 
I  said  no  more  than  "Bay  of  Biscay,"  against  his  wife  Hcpzibah,  because 
which  was  his  own  opinion.  Here  the  she  bud  not  predicted  them.  And 
very  utmost  of  a  noble  sea  awaited  for  the  greater  part  of  a  week,  the 
us,  and  none  of  our  landsmen  bad  poor  fellow  lay  in  a  perfect  craze 
any  heart  for  fat,  or  even  for  loan  upon  the  orlop-deck,  while  the  ship 
stuff.  We  let  them  go  on  for  a  day,  was  rolling  heavily.  Nothing  could 
perpetually  groaning,  and  after  that  persuade  him  but  that  he  was  the 
we  provided  for  each  a  gallon  of  salt  prophet  Jonah  in  the  belly  of  the 
water,  and  gave  it  them  through  the  whale,  and  he  took  the  stowage  of 
ship's  trumpet,  until  they  entirely  our  cables  for  the  whale's  intestines, 
ceased  from  noise.  You  could  hear  him  even  from  the 

These  prudent  measures   brought  main-deck   screaming   at  the  top  of 

them  into  such  a  wholesome  stato  of  his  voice,   "  Wallow  not,    0   whale ! 

mind,  that  really  a  child  might  lead  0  whale!  Lord,  Thy  servant  repent- 

them  ;   as   by  otic   of   the   prophets  eth,  only  let  not  this  whale  wallow 

mentioned,  when   1   read  my  Bible,  so."     Ho   that   in    spite   of    alt   his 

All  of  our  new  hands  I  mean,  tx-  tricks,   hypocrisy,   pride,  and  glut- 
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tony,  I  could  not  help  taking  com-  even  out  of  a  porthole  After  a  few 
passion  upon  him,  and  having  a  days  we  fell  in  with  pelting  showers 
hammock  rigged  tenderly  for  him,  of  hail  and  sleet,  with  a  bitter  gale 
so  that  his  empty  and  helpless  body  from  the  north-north-west  I  saw 
fell  into  a  deep  sleep  as  long  as  the  the  beauty  of  this  occasion  to  show 
prophet  himself  could  have  had  it.  mankind  their  need  of  clothes ;  there- 
For  I  never  could  show  myself  at  fore  I  roused  up  these  three  poor 
Bridgend,  if  through  my  means  fellows,  and  had  them  thrown  into 
Hezekiah  found  the  sea  his  church-  a  salting-tub  full  of  ice-feold  water. 
yard.  On  the  other  hand,  the  three  This  made  their  teeth  chatter  brave- 
wild  men  took  their  visitation  from  ly,  and  then  we  started  them  up  the 
a  wholly  different  point  of  view,  rigging,  with  a  taste  of  ropoVend 
They  had  never  heard  either  of  God  after  them.  They  ran  up  the  rat- 
or  the  devil,  and  could  not  believe  tlins  faster  than  even  our  very  best 
themselves  even  worth  the  inter-  hands  could  follow  them,  because 
ferenco  of  either  Power.  For  they  of  the  power  still  left  in  their  feet, 
did  not  believe  that  their  souls  were  through  never  having  owned  a  shoe- 
immortal  (as  I  suppose  they  must  maker ;  but  in  the  maintop  they 
have  been),  nor  were  they  even  pulled  up,  and  the  wind  went  shiv- 
aware  of  possessing  anything  more  ering  through  them, 
than  a  body  apiece.  My  own  idea  Meanwhile  I  was  sedately  mount- 
of  treatment  was,  that  to  bring  them  ing  (as  my  rank  required  now)  with 
into  self-respect,  we  should  flog  the  a  very  old  pilot's  coat,  well  worn  out, 
whole  three  very  soundly,  and  hand-  hanging  over  my  left  arm. 
somely  pickle  them  afterwards  :  nor  "  Here,  Jackl  "  I  cried  to  the  bkp- 
coiild  J  see  any  finer  method  of  gest  one ;  "  take  this,  and  throw  it 
curing  them  of  their  hairiness.  But  over  you,  to  keep  your  poor  bones 
Captain  Bampfyldc,  who  showed  the  warm." 

strangest  interest  in  these  savages,  The  sheaves  of  the  blocks  were 
would  on  no  account  have  them  white  with  snow  (which  they  always 
flogged  until  they  gave  occasion,  seem  to  bo  first  to  take),  and  so 
He  said  that  their  ideas  of  justice  were  the  cleats  and  the  weathersido 
might  be  thrown  into  a  crooked  line,  of  topmast  and  top-gallant-mast, 
if  the  cat-and-nine-tails  were  promis-  When  you  sec  this,  you  may  mako 
cuously  administered.  Whereas  I  up  your  mind  to  have  every  rope 
knew  that  the  only  way  to  make  a  frosted  ere  morning.  Therefor© 
man  dwell  upon  justice  is  to  give  Jack  Cannibal  looked  at  the  coat, 
him  a  taste  of  the  opposite.  He  and  around  it,  as  a  monkey  does. 
values  the  right  after  this,  because  "Put  it  on,"  I  cried;  upoor  fel- 
he  thinks  there  is  none  of  it  left  low !  put  it  on  to  cover  you." 
upon  earth.  He  nodded  and  laughed,  as  if  I 
So  for  the  present  these  three  were  making  some  joke  which  ho 
"Jack  Cannibals,"  as  our  tars  en-  ought  to  understand,  and  then  he 
titled  them,  sate  apart  and  messed  threw  the  warm  coat  round  his  body 
apart — and  a  precious  mess  it  was  of  (now  quite  blue  from  cold),  but  with- 
it.  They  soon  got  over  the  t4  Marly  out  any  perception  of  sleeves,  or 
.Alary,"  as  the  Crappos  call  it ;  and  skirts,  or  anything  else,  except,  as  it 
we  taught  them  how  to  chew  to-  were,  like  a  bit  of  thatching.  And 
bacco,  which  they  did,  and  swal-  after  that  he  helped  us  to  civilise  the 
lowed  it.  Only  their  fear  of  the  rest;  so  that  in  course  of  time  we 
waves  was  such  that  they  could  not  had  them  in  decency  far  superior 
look  over  the  side  of  the  ship,  or  to  tho  average  show  of  Scotchmen. 
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And   in  about   the  same   course   of  you!     And  you  beat  us  because!  we 

time,    Cannibal   Jack,    I   do   assure,  take  not  a  great  ship,  but  some  liltle 

you,    became   a  very  pood    seaman,  thing   lying   about    in  a  ship,  from 

and    a    wonderfujly    honest    fellow,  our  enemies." 

without  any  lies   in  him.     And  yet  "  Will    you      never      see     things 

he  said  things  better  than  the  finest  aright,    Dick  ?     Wo    are    not    your 

lies   that  could   be  told,  all   coming  enemies,  wc  are  your   friends ;  and 

out  of  his  oddnees,  and  his  manner  to  steal  things  from  us  is  robbery." 

of  taking  tameneKs.     And  if  a  roar-  "  You  call   it    friends  to  steal    us 

ing  sound  of   laughter   came  to  the  from    our    place,    and    people,    and 

ears   of   an  officer    (such   as    never  warm  dry  sands,  and  put  us  on  this 

could   bo   allowed    in   the  discipline  strange    great    wetness,    where     no 

of  war-time),  the  officer  always  lifted  mushroom*  prow,  and  all  we  try  to 

lip,  to  have  a  smile    according!*,  and  eat    goes    into   it.     And    then    you 

said  to   himself,  u  I  should    like    to  beat  us  and  drive  us  up   trees  such 

know  what   Cannibal  Jack  has  said  as  we  never  saw  before,  and   force 

to  them."  us  to  hide  in  lliose  dreadTuI   things!" 

The  two  other    naked  ones,  Dick  Here  ho  pointed   to  his    breeches 

and    Joe — as    we    christened    them  with  a  gMt  'if  Bttoh  hopeless  misery, 

out  of  abucket  of  tar,  without  mean-  that  I    felt  it  would   bo  an  unkind 

ing  any  harm  to  them — never  could  thing  to  press  him  with  further  ar- 

he  entirely  cured  of  their  hereditary  gurncnt.      However,    the    boy    was 

shortcomings.     We  taught   them  at  enough  to  make  up  for  a  far  worse 

last    to  wear   clothes,  by  keeping  a  lot   than   these   were.     We    soaped 

sharp  leather  strap    always    handy,  him  most  powerfully,  to  begin  with, 

against  which  their  only  protection  even  up  to   the  skin  of  bis  eyelids, 

was  a  good  wateh-corit,  or  a  piece  of  and  lie  made  m  more  objection  than 

sail-cloth  ;  so  that  after  a  groat  deal  a  Christum  child  miu;ht  have  offered, 

of  pleasantry,  we  set  the  ship-tailor  And  after  we  hud   scraped   him   dry 

to  work  for  them.     But  no  possible  with  the  rough  side  of  a  spencer,  ho 

amount  of   strap,  nor    even    cat-and  cauio   out   bright,  !  do  assure  you, 

nine-tails  administered  by  our  boat-  and  was  such  a    model  figure   that 

swain's  mate  (a  most  noble  hand  at  we  said   to  one  another  that  he  had 

wielding     it),    could     prevail     upon  some   right  to   go   naked.     For   his 

them  to  abandon  their  desire  for  the  skin  was  now  as  fair  and  soft  as  the 

property  of  their  messmates.     They  opening   out   of   a   water-lily,  while 

even    had   the    arrogance,    as    their  his   golden     curl*    spread   out,    liko 

.  English  grew  more  Huent,  to  attempt  (lowers   of    the    frogbit     Also    his 

to  reason  it  out  with  us.  shoulders  so  nicely  turned,  and  the 

"  Father  David,"  said  Cannibal  slope  of  his  sides  so  clever,  with 
.  Dick,  for  they  had  agreed  that  now  arms  and  le^-s  of  such  elegant  mould, 
I  was  their  patron,  even  as  Chowne  being  thick  and  thin  in  the  proper 
had  been;  "you  take  the  Crappo  places,  and  as  straight  as  a  well- 
ship,  the  enemy  you  call  it,  and  grown  parsnip ;  then,  again,  his 
then  you  leave  them  al!  their  goods,  ankles  clear,  and  feet  of  a  character 
not  touch  one  of  anything,  and  never  beheld  after  any  shotmnking. 
hand  back  the  ship  to  him."  Our     common    fellows    made    so 

"Dick,  none   but  a  savage  would  much    of   this   superior   tittle   chap, 

talk  such    rubbish.     We    keep    the  that   I   was   compelled   to  interfere, 

ship,  and  all   it  holds,  and   put  the  and  show  my  resolution  :    and   this 

men  in  prison.''  required  to  be  done  with  some  small 

"There   for  you   now,  there  for  sense  of  how  to  do  it;  otherwise 
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the  boy  might  take  the  turn  of  sour  "  Davy,  you  might  fairly  do   it, 

grapes  with  them,  and    be   bullied  when   I   come  off   deck,   like    this, 

even  more  than  he  had  been  petted  Send    him    in,    ere    I    snooze,    old 

hitherto.     Moreover,   all    the  other  fellow." 

boys  in  the  ship  were  longing  to  This  I  did ;  and  when  the  boy  en- 
fight  with  him,  which  (as  he  was  tcred,  shyly  putting  one  hand  to  hi* 
the  smallest  of  all,  and  not  brought  forelocks  (as  I  had  instructed  him), 
up  in  a  Christian  manner)  would  a  beam  of  the  newly-risen  sun  broke 
have  afforded  him  no  fair  play  for  in  through  a  bull's  eye,  and  made 
his  nice  short  nose,  or  his  soft  blue  a  golden  frame  for  him.  In  the 
eyes.  The  little  dear  was  as  brave  middle  of  this  he  looked  so  inno- 
as  a  lion,  and  ready  to  fight  any  cent  and  so  comely,  and  at  the  same 
one  of  thorn ;  and  he  used  to  stand  time  so  well  bred,  that  Master  Rod- 
up  to  my  elbow,  suing  for  permis-  ney's  sleepy  eyes  fell  open  with 
sion.  And  now  ho  began  to  talk  so  wonder  at  him.  This  was  my  doing, 
well,  that  it  was  very  hard  upon  him  of  course,  entirely.  "  Soap  and  dis- 
not  to  be  allowed  to  fight  a  bit,  cipline"  is  my  signal  to  the  next 
according  to  the  natural  issue  of  all  generation ;  and  nothing  else  can 
honest  converse.  However,  I  would  counteract  all  the  heresies  around 
not  be  persuaded,  loving  his  pretty  us.  Therefore  this  little  boy's 
face  as  I  did ;  and  I  fear  that  he  checks  were  brighter  than  any  rose, 
had  unhappy  times,  through  the  from  towelling;  and  his  beautiful 
wickedness  of  the  other  boys.  I  lav-  eyes  without  speck  of  dirt;  and  the 
ing  a  stronger  sense  of  mistake  than  top  of  his  head  as  sweet  and  curly 
afforded  me  any  happiness — in  the  as  a  feathering  hyacinth, 
thick  of  my  rank  and  comforts —  When  I  perceive  that  I  have  had 
J  could  not  find  any  ease — until  the  luck  to  make  an  impression,  my 
everything,  looked  at  anyhow,  and  rule  is  to  say  nothing  at  all,  but 
from  all  bearings  contemplated,  lay  appear  to  be  unaware  of  it  This 
before  our  captain.  He  thought,  rule  is  founded  on  common-sense; 
enough  to  look  wise;  and  then,  he  and  it  took  me  so  long  to  find  it 
said  that  really  I  was  fit  to  see  to  out,  that  it  ought  to  be  worth  some- 
such  little  things  myself.  lie  had  thing.  Otherwise,  what  offence  one 
heard  of  a  small  boy  covered  over  gives!  And  not  only  that,  but 
with  a  great  deal  of  yellow  hair;  consider  how  seldom  the  man  who 
this  should  have  been  fetched  off  succeeds  deserves  it  Any  modest 
long  ago ;  and  what  was  the  barber  man,  like  me,  upon  any  moderate 
kept  for  V  Thus  it  always  does  be-  success,  is  bound  to  examine  him- 
fall  me,  to  be  thrown  back,  without  self,  and  feel  less  confidence  than 
guidance,  on  my  own  resources,  he  used  to  have.  His  success  is 
And  even  Lieutenant  Bluett,  with  enough  to  prove,  according  to  the 
whom  1  next  went  to  hold  counsel,  ways  of  the  world,  that  he  never 
was  more  inclined  to  stretch  and  can  have  deserved  it 
gape,  after  a  heavy  spell  on  deck,  This  remembrance  led  me  now  to 
than  to  bring  his  mind  to  bear  upon  abstain  from  even  patting  u  Harry  " 
this  child's  adventures.  (as  we  had  named  this  little  fellow) 

"  Send  the  poor  little  beggar  in,"  on   his    golden   head  at  all,    lest  I 

he  said,  "and  let  me  look  at  him,  should  manifest  undue  pride  in    a 

if  I  can  keep  my  eyes  open.     Llew-  creature  of  my  creation.     For  such 

ellyn,  you  always  did  love  savages.'1  he  was,  beyond  all  mistake ;  and  it 

44  Lieutenant,  you  would  not  like  would   have  given   me  pleasure  to 

me  to  account  you  in  the  number."  back  him  for  a  crown   against  any 
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boy  in  our  fleet,  or  any  three  in  the  day,  perhaps,  of   poor  Utile  Harry's 

whole  French  navy  ;  taking  ago,  of  unlncky  career,  when    I   first   com- 

course,  and  size,  ink)  consideration.  mended   him    to   the   notice   of    the 

"  What   a    fine    little    fellow  !"  Honourable  Rodney, 

said     Rodney    Bluett ;    "  why,    ho  For  this  latter  was  now  not  only 

ought  to  be  a  mipshipman.     I   had  a  general   favourite  in   the  ship,  but 

no  idea  your  savages  could  turn  out  also  a  great  power  ;  befog  our  second 

such  young  ones.     I  must  sec  what  luff,  and  twice  as  active  as  our  first 

I   can   do   for   him,   Davy.     Only  I  was.     He   took   the   boy   under   his 

can't  think  of  anything  now."  special  care,  md  taught  him  all  sorts 

Perceiving  that  I  was  likely  to  do  of  ennobling  things — how  to  read,  and 
more  harm  than  good  by  pressing  write,  and  spell,  and  clean  boots, 
the  matter  just  then,  1  took  little  and  wait  at  breakfast.  So  that  I  felt 
Harry  away  with  me,  and  found  many  qualms  sometimes,  quite  apart 
him  quite  full  of  the  young  lieu-  from  all  narrow  methods  of  regard- 
tenant's  brave  appearance  and  kindly  ing  anything,  and  .springing  from 
smile.  In  a  word,  tiny  were  pleased  the  simple  fear  that  the  child  might 
with  one  another  so  heartily,  and  be  spoiled  for  hi.-  station  in  life,  and 
ao  lastingly,  that  it  was  the  luckiest  fail  to  become  a  good  seaman. 


At  length,  when  all  sailors'  hearts  It  must  have  been  either  the  end 
were  sick  with  vain  hopes  of  some  of  February,  or  the  early  part  of 
enterprise,  France  did  a  truly  bold  March,  in  the  year  of  grace  1TD3, 
thing  by  declaring  war  against  Great  when  wo  hoard  of  this  grand  and 
Britain.  Those  people  before  this  momentous  alt'air.  And  I  remember 
had  given  occasion  for  the  strongest  the  date  by  this,  that  the  onions 
scandal,  by  taking  their  King  and  were  sprouted,  and  we  were  corn- 
Queen  in  a  dastardly  manner,  and  polled  to  make  shift  with  shallots, 
cutting  their  heads  off.  Indigna-  For  calling  at  Falmouth  to  victual  a. 
tion  and  hot  hatred  ran  throughout  little,  we  sent  three  boats  ashore, 
England  and  Wales,  at  the  news  ;  and  I  of  course  was  in  command  of 
but  our  Government  did  no  more  one.  And  though  we  spread  abroad 
than  politely  request  that  the  Lon-  and  ransacked  all  the  Cornish  gar- 
don  agent  of  these  cut-throats  should  doners'  hoards,  and  gave  thetu  n 
withdraw.  taste  of    boat-hooks,   because  they 

Nevertheless  I  cannot  be  wrong  had  no  proper  things,  not  an  onion 
—as  my  pension  comes  from  Govern-  could  we  find,  except  with  a  crooked 
inont — in  saying  that  to  my  mind  thumb  to  it  Nor  were  the  young 
the  Hritish  Government,  at  this  ones  yet  fit  to  pull;  and  this  Uses 
noble  crisis,  behaved  in  a  most  for-  the  dato  to  a  week  or  so. 
bearing,  prurient.  Christian,  gene-  And  now  wo  found  that  the 
rous,  glorious,  and  magnanimous  whole  of  us  were  to  bo  turned 
manner.  They  waited  for  war  to  over,  while  the  Bellona  was  refit- 
be  proclaimed  by  France,  before  ting,  to  the  74-gunship  Defence, 
they  accepted  it.  And  then  they  with  orders  for  the  West  Indies  at 
proved  themselves  as  wholly  un-  once— as  was  generally  believed — 
ready  as  they  ought  to  be.  What  to  protect  our  shipping  and  corn- 
finer  state  of  feeling  can  be  shown  mercc  there, 
by  any  country  t  For  although   the   war  had   been 

vol.   cxi. — NO.  DCT.iril.  2  R  . 
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so  very  long  looked  forward  to,  our  Polly,   and  a  hankering  to  let  her 

Government  was  not  ready  yet,  but  see  me  (which,  however,  must  not 

had   to    send  squadrons   right  and  now  be  gratified  on  cither  side),  and 

left,  to  see  to  our  foreign  interests ;  of  course  a  man  feels,  when  this  is 

while    Portsmouth,    Chatham,   and  the  case,  that  another  man  must  be 

even   London,  had  very  few  ships  like  him.      However,   the    rules  of 

to  defend  them.     Our  charity  never  the  service  forbade  me  to  put  any 

begins  at  home;  as  poor  Bardie's  questions  on  private    affairs  to  an 

did  in  her  copy-book.     However,  it  officer  thus  set  over  me ;  and  as  for 

chanced  to  turn  out  all  right,  be-  observing  him,  that  was  below  mo, 

canse  the  other  side  was  quite  as  even  if   time    had    availed    for    it 

much  abroad  as  we  were.  Heaviside  also   had  shown  such  ill 

Some  of  our  men  were  inclined  to  feeling  and  even  downright  ingrati- 
grumble,  at  having  barely  a  spree  tude  toward  me,  simply  because  my 
ashore,  when  they  longed  for  a  turn  position  and  rank  had  compelled  me 
at  home  again.  But  the  Admiralty  to  teach  him  his  distance,  which  he 
settled  that,  by  not  paying  their  was  somehow  too  stupid  to  learn 
back-wages ;  which  is  the  surest  (especially  since  his  rash  elevation, 
way  of  all  for  keeping  a  fellow  well  and  appointment  as  our  chief  boat- 
up  to  his  work.  His  temptation  for  swain,  which  made  it  the  more  in- 
running  is  gone,  because  he  has  no  cumbent  upon  me  to  preserve  a  firm 
cash  to  run  with ;  neither  do  his  attitude) ;  this  fellow,  I  say,  was  so 
people  want  him  while  in  that  con-  utterly  wanting  in  that  deference 
diiion.  This  he  knows  well,  and  which  the  Master  of  a  linc-of-battle 
it  makes  him  think ;  and  nine  times  ship  not  only  has  a  right  to  expect 
out  of  ten  he  resolves  to  double  what  but  is  even  bound  to  exact,  that  I 
b  due  to  him,  and  really  pocket  it  could  not  now  approach  him  with 
when  again  due,  and  almost  be  ad-  inquiries  about  our  Captain.  And 
mired  by  his  own  wife.  this  became  tenfold  more  painful,  as 

Therefore  most  part  of  us  tumbled  soon  as  I  saw  that  he  knew  some- 
over  from  the  Bellona  into  the  Do-  thing. 

fence,  after  some  liberty  ashore —  What  French  sailors  could  have 

which,  for  a  godly  man  like  me,  was  a    chance  with  a    fleet    under    Sir 

nothing  more  than  a  trial.     Captain  John   Jarvis  ?      I   cannot  tell   how 

Drake    Bampfylde    worked    harder  many  islands  we  took,  for  we  could 

than   even  Parson  Chowne's  horses  not  stop  to  count  them.     We  caught 

were  said  to  do ;  and  as  for  me just  the  tail  of  the  hurricane  of  the 

but  I  will  not  say,  for  it  now  be-  12th  and  13th  of  August,  which 
conies  unbecoming.  Enough  that  over  will  bo  remembered  as  the  most 
the  Defence  cleared  outward  of  the  terrible  ever  known.  None  of  us 
No-man  buoy,  the  very  day  threo  had  the  luck  to  see  the  pine  bulk- 
weeks  from  the  date  of  the  Bellona  head  blown  through  the  palm-tree, 
standing  inwards.  We  had  the  or  the  whole  of  a  sugar-estate  set 
wind  at  E.N.E.,  as  it  always  is  in  down  on  the  -other  side  of  the  moun- 
spring-timc.  tain  ;  but  a  sailor  asks  credit  for  his 

Now   it  may  seem  out  of  place,  stories,  because  he  has  given  it :  and 

and   even  very   rude  on  my   part ;  otherwise  no  tales  can  go  on. 

but  1  could  not  altogether  help  a  I  need  not  dwell  on  our  victories 

strong  desire  to  know  how  our  Cap-  here,  except  for  the  sake  of  Harry 

tain  this  time  managed  in  the  mat-  Savage,  as  we  had  dubbed  the  poor 

tcr  of  the  female  sex.     I  had  my  Nympton   boy,    for  want  of   legiti- 

own  feelings    towards    poor  young  mate  surname.    In  one  little  skir- 
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mish  ashore  some  where,  I  think  in  Any  man  bat  myself  would  have 
San  Domingo,  this  lilile  fellow,  by  given  him  over,  or  left  all  the  rest 
genuine  courage  and  unusual  nimble-  to  help  him,  especially  after  his  ut- 
ness,  saved  the  life  of  his  friend  and  terly  republican  want  of  deference, 
protector,  our  Lieutenant  Bluett  To  me,  however,  such  want  of  sym- 
For  while  the  Lieutenant  was  eu-  pathy  was  almost  impossible,  so 
gaged,  sword  to  sword,  with  one  that  I  swan  with  all  speed  lo  Hea- 
vile  republican,  another  of  yet  more  visidc,  where  lie  lay  Healing  grandly, 
rampant  natu  re  made  at  him,  as  it  "  Look  there  !"  I  shouted  ;  "  all 
were  flankwisc,  and  must  have  given  up  with  you,  Ben,  unless  you  capit- 
littn  a  bitter  stab,  if  Harry  had  not  ulate."  And  with  these  words,  I. 
with  a  sudden  jump  grappled  the  pointed  out  the  fin  of  the  shark  ad- 
rogue  by  the  leg  so  tightly,  that  vaneing.  Royal  sharks  wo  always 
down  he  came  on  his  face  with  a  called  them,  being  the  largest  sharks 
curse,  so  far  as  (heir  language  enables  in  the  world,  in  and  around  Port 
them.  And  wo  were  so  enraged,  I  Royal.  Heavisidc  had  hi*  fat  legs 
assure  you,  at.  the  duplicity  of  this  foremost,  and  the  royal  shark  stop- 
fellow,  that  we  burrowed  a  dirk  from  pod  to  look  at  them. 
a  little  middy,  and  gave  it  to  Harry  "  Will  you,  or  will  you  not  f 
(o  stick  him  with.  But  this  our  I  asked,  while  prewiring  with  some 
young  savage  refused  to  do,  and  difficulty  a  proper  position  behind 
turned  quite  pale  at  the  thought  of  him — for  even  a  royal  shark  could 
it,  so  that  we  placed  that  Equality  have  wanted  nothing  moro  after 
man   at   the   mercy   of   the   French  Heaviside. 

Royalists,  who  we're  acting  with  us  "Ob,  Davy,  Davy,  I  will,"  he 
at  that  period  :  ami  these  made  very  answered  ;  "only,  only  save  me." 
short  work  with  him,  as  justice  do-  The  look  which  he  gave  was  now 
inanded  with  a  ringleader  of  pesti-  enough  to  make  me  sink  small  ques- 
lential  principles.  tions,  especially  as  the  poor  fellow 
Also  in  a  manner  whieh  true  managed,  being  a  first-rate  swimmer, 
modesty  forbids  to  dwell  upon —  to  offer  mo  almost  foremost  to  the 
because  neither  of  us  had  clothes  jaws  of  the  shark  just  opening, 
on  —  I  saved  the  life,  before  very  Therefore,  as  this  latter  creature 
long,  of  our  new  boatswain  Heavi-  rolled  on  bis  side  to  make  ut  us, 
side.  This  worthy  fellow  was  swim-  what  did  1  do  but  a  thing  which 
ming  along  in  bis  usual  independent  none  except  a  great  fisherman  could 
style,  after  kicking  his  good  wife's  have  done?  To  wit,  1  plucked 
shackles  olf,  when  1  having  taken  from  its  strings  the  boatswain's 
the  inside  of  him,  as  his  superior  heavy  periwig  (which  had  olten 
officer,  discovered  a  shark  of  unusual  vescd  me,  on  account  of  its  prcten- 
size  desirous  tu  swallow  our  boat-  sion),  and  clapping  it  on  a  piece  of 
swain.  That  this  ^inuld  never  come  sugar-™ ne.  which  lav  filiating  handy, 
to  pass  was  my  resolve  immediately,  down  the  wide  jaws  of  the  shark  I 
although  1  could  not  quite  wee  how  thrust  it,  to  improve  his  appetite. 
to  be  in  time  to  stop  it.  For  Heavi-  Faithless  people  may  doubt  my 
side,  with  his  usual  conceit,  and  do-  word,  when  solemnly  I  declare  to 
siro  to  show  himself  oil',  was  Moating  them  that  this  great  monster  of  the 
on  his  back,  with  arms  laid  square,  waters  coughed  and  sneezed  like  a 
and  beard  on  breast,  and  lees  spread  Christian.  And  we  found  him  roll- 
out like  rolling-pins.  And  the  shark  ing  dead  llio  next  morning,  with 
at  twenty  knots  an  hour  split  the  this  obstruction  in  his  throat  Thus 
blue  water  towards  him.  by   much   caution    and   presence  of 
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mind,    I   saved   our    boatswain    not        For    from    what    Heaviside    told 
only  from  the  jaws*  of  a  shark,  but    me,  it  seems  that  the  Captain  and 
from  a  far  more  fatal   error,  arro-    his  fair   Isabel,  before  our  present 
gance    and    downright    contumacy,    cruise  began,  had  resolved  that  no 
which  had  made  him  refuse  to  touch    one  should  ever  be  able  legally  to 
his  hat  to  his  superior  officer.     Now    sever  them.     But  one  special  term 
I    need    not    have    mentioned    this    of  the  compact  was  that  the  outer 
little  affair,  except  that  it  bears  upon    world  should  have  no  acquaintance 
my  story,  inasmuch  as  it  reconciled    with  things  that  happened  between 
Master  and  boatswain,  and  enabled    them.      In   other  words,  that  they 
j  them  both  to  work  together  for  the    should  leave  their  excellent  friends 
benefit  of  their   Captain.      Among    and  relatives  all  in  the  dark  about 
poor  Heaviside7 s  many  weak  quali-    this  matter,  as  well  as  save  the  poor 
ties,  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  was    Captain's  oath,  by  quitting  each  other 
a  resolute  curiosity.      This  compel-    immediately.      It  is  to  the  utmost 
led  him  to  open  a  great  part  of  the    extent  beyond  my  own  experience  to 
breadth  of  his  nature  to  the  legiti-    deny,  that  this  is  the  wisest  of  all 
mate,    or    otherwise,   affairs   of    his    arrangements  (if  there  can  be  any- 
fellow-creatures,  thing  wise)  after  the  deed  of  wedlock ; 
And  being  an  orthodox  champion    for  what  can  equal  severance  in  the 
of  wedlock   (from   the  moment  he    saving  of  disagreement  ?    However, 
left  his  wife  and  children,  without    they  had  not  the  wisdom  as  yet  to 
any  power    to    draw   on    him),    he    look  at  it  in  this  light,  and  the  one 
helped  all  the  rest  of  the  world  in    wept,  and   the   other   sighed,  when 
this  way,  as  a  host  recommends  his    they  parted  at  the  churchyard  gate  ; 
hot  pickles.  for  the  Defence  must  sail  at  1  p.m. 
Therefore  he  had  been  chosen,  by    The  lady  had  been  content  to  come 
very    bad    taste    upon    somebody's    and  dwell  in  a  very  dirty  village  of 
part,  and  an   utter   forgetfulness  of    the   name  of   Oosport  so  that   the 
me,  to  be  up  at  our  Captain's  snap    licence  might  be  forthcoming  from 
of  a  wedding,  and  to  say  "Amen"  to    proper  people,  when  paid  for.      Be- 
it.    What   could   be   worse   than   a    cause,  of  course,  in  her  own  county, 
huddle  of   this   kind,  and   a   broad    nothing  could  have  been  done  with- 
scattering  afterwards  ?     If  they  had    out  ten  thousand  people  to  talk  of 
only   invited    me,    both    sense    and    it.      And   thus   they   were   spliced, 
honesty  would  have  been  there ;  as    without    hoisting    flag  ;     for    ever 
well  as  a  man  not  to  be  upset  by    spliced,    both    in   soul   and    in   law 
things,  however  female.  (which  takes  the  lead  of  the  other 
That  was   their  own   concern,  of    one),  and   yet   in  body   severed  al- 
course  ;    and    it   misbecame  me   to    ways,  till    there   should    come   fair 
think  of   it ;   and  I  saw,  upon  fur-    repute. 

ther  consideration,  that  my  sturdy  A  common  man  of  my  rank  in 
honesty  might  not  quite  have  suited  life,  and  having  no  more  than  com- 
them.  For  women  are  able,  with  mon- sense,  must  often  find  himself 
the  help  of  men,  to  work  themselves  all  abroad  with  wonder  about  his 
up  to  anything.  You  may  call  them  superiors.  They  seem  to  look  at 
the  shot,  and  men  the  powder ;  or  things  as  if  everything  and  every 
you  may  take  quite  another  view,  person  were  looking  back  at  them 
and  regard  them  as  the  powder,  with  again,  instead  of  trusting  to  the 
a  superior  man  at  the  touch-hole.  Lord  to  oversee  the  whole  of  it 
Anyhow,  off  they  go;  and  who  shall  If  1  had  been  of  tho  proper  age, 
ask  the  reason  ?  and  a  lovely  rich  maid  in  love  with 
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me,    would    1    have    stopped    even  and   both    of    these    confessed   the 

twice  to  think  what  tho  world  might  wisdom     of      the     Captain's     argu- 

Siy  about  us?      Ile.-.iii-.iilc.'s  opinion  ini-nts, 

was  that  the  lady  wished  to  hide  Now  on  tho  Both  of  April,  1794,. 
nothing  whatever,  hut  proclaim  lie-  at  about  the  hour  of  Rundown,  our 
fore  all  people  where  ami  when,  and  anchor  was  scarcely  beginning  to 
whom  she  wedded,  und  hose  proud  bite  in  Cuwsand  Hay,  when  the 
she  was  of  him,  But  the  Captain,  Large  of  tho  old  Port-Admiral  was 
in  his  kind  reg;ii'l  and  tenderness  alongside  of  us.  We  had  long  boon 
for  her  feelings,  durst  not  expose  foregathering  what  wo  would  do  as 
her  to  the  pain  and  sense  of  wrong  soon  as  we  got  ashore  again  ;  but 
which  might  ensue  upon  his  name  now  we  could  only  shake  heads  and 
coming  forward  thu-,  with  the  coun-  fear  that  the  whole  would  he  disap- 
ty  thinking  as  a  did.  and  himself  poinlmenL  And  thus  it  proved,  and 
not  there  to  vindicate.  And  of  even  worse  for  many  of  our  corn- 
course  he  knew  with  what  vigour  pany,  inasmuch  as  our  orders  were 
and  skill  vile  Pardon  Chowne  would  to  make  sail  at  once  for  St.  Helens, 
set  to  at  once  to  blacken  his  char-  and  there  to  join  the  Channel  Heel 
acter  and  to  make  his  bride  a  most  under  Admiral  Lord  Howe.  There- 
unhappy  one.  Therefore  Sir  Philip  fore  we  carried  on  again  with  a  gale 
Bampfylde  and  the  ancient  Earl  of  from  south-west  to  favour  us,  and  on 
Pomcroy  were  the  only  persons  pre-  the  1st  of  May  wo  brought  up  in 
sent    of    their  rank    and  kindred ;  tho  midst  of  a  large  society. 


A  finer  sight  was  never  seen  than  mate's  administration,  that  never 
we  had  now  around  ns ;  for  all  the  a  man  of  patriotic  sentiments  en- 
convoy  was  come  together,  as  well  croached  on  him.  We  ul!  deter- 
as  the  British  lleet  empowered  to  mined  to  Ball  once  more,  and  lot 
protect  them.  1  stood  in  our  fore-  the  Frcneh  see  what  our  nature  was 
top  and  counted  13:2  large  sail,  (although  lliev  might  hope  to  find 
nearly  50  of  which  were  men-of-  it  spoiled,  by  our  being  away  from 
war,  and  all  the  rest  goodly  mer-  home  so  much) ;  especially  wnen  we 
chantmen.  A  Bight  like  this  not  heard  that  they  had  350  sail  or 
only  strengthens  a  liriton's  faith  in  more  of  merchantmen  coming  home 
Providence,  but  puts  him  into  a  all  very  rich,  and  fattened  up  for 
quiet  pride  concerning  his  King  and  capture.  What  we  wanted,  there- 
country,  fore,  was  to  see  our  own  s;ond  traders 

Wo   had   scarcely    swung   to   our  free  from  any  chance  of  piracy,  and 

moorings  ere  we  bad  signal  from  the  at  the  same  time  to  stop  those  French 

Admiral,  "  Not  a  man  to  be  allowed  from   wicked    importations.      If    in 

ashore.    Water  ami  victual  all  night,  both  points  we  might  succeed,   and 

and  be  ready  to  weigh  again  at  day-  give  battle  ■fierww is,  our  gratitude 

bieak."    Of  course  we  did  so,  though  to  the  Lord  would  almost  enual  our 

a   hard   thing    upon   us;    and   new  own  glory.     And  we  heard  that  the 

hands  desired  to  grumble,  until  Cap-  mob  in  Pari*  would  starve,  failing  of 

tain  Bampfylde  rigged  the  gratings,  all  this  American  fleet. 

Hcavisidc  now  was   known  to  have  On    the    2d    of     May    the    wind 

such  a  swing  of  arm,    with  a  tliek  fetched  back  to  its  proper  place  at 

to  it,  never  being  satisfied  with  his  that  time  of  year,   north-north-east. 
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with  snow-clouds  always  ready  to  fidenco  towards  me,  that  when  we 
endorse  it ;  and  thus  we  slipped  cast  anchor  in  Plymouth  Sound 
from  our  moorings  and  went  quietly  (being  detached  for  refitment  there, 
down  Channel.  Concerning  the  rest,  together  with  eight  other  ships  of 
we  have  no  cause  to  plead  for  man's  the  line),  1  took  it  entirely  upon  my- 
indulgence.  The  Lord  continued  to  self  to  sec  them  safe  home  and  to 
baffle  us,  and  would  not  give  us  any  answer  for  them.  Our  ship  had 
help  to  close  quarters  with  the  been  knocked  about  so  much,  that 
enemy.  We  fought  three  days  of  she  needed  a  thorough  good  over- 
rolling  battle,  ending  on  the  1st  of  hauling,  and  many  of  us  had  a 
June,  after  two  days  of  fog  inter-  month's  leave  of  absence,  while  car- 
rupting,  and  not  a  breath  of  sleep  penters,  caulkers,  and  riggers  were 
four  nights.  Every  one  says  that  working.  And  these  three  savages 
we  fought  very  well,  having  every-  outwent  all  of  us  in  longing  to  see 
thing  so  much  against  us,  and  the  their  homes  again.  So  it  struck  me 
French  fleet  far  superior,  carrying  that  I  might  both  satisfy  them  and 
also  a  representative  of  the  human  also  gratify  myself  a  little  by  tak- 
racc,  large  and  fat  and  fluent,  of  the  ing  them  under  my  escort  as  far  as 
name  of  John  Bone  Andrews,  who  their  native  mud-holes,  and  then 
wrote  a  noble  account  of  this  action,  for  a  week  perhaps  enjoying  good 
although  before  it  began  his  feelings  young  Polly's  society.  Captain 
led  him  to  seek  security  in  a  hole  Bampfyldo  not  only  agreed  to  this, 
far  below  the  water-line.  but  said   that  he  should  not  care 

But  one  of  the  strangest  things  ever  twopence   if  he   never   saw  two   of 

seen,  and  thoroughly  worth  consid-  their  number  again.     He  meant,  of 

ering,  was  the  behaviour  of  our  two  course,  Dick  and  Joe,  whoso  habits 

savages  under  heavy  fire.  Two,  I  say,  of  larceny  never  could  be  thrashed 

although  we  had  three,  because  Can-  out ;    whereas   Cannibal    Jack   was 

nibal  Jack  behaved  most  steadily,  now  become  as   honest  a  hand  as 

and  like  a  thorough  Christian.     But  myself  almost,  and  a  valuable  fore- 

the  two  others  most  strongly  proved  topman.     Having  pledged  my  word 

their  want  of  civilisation  and  gross  to  bring  this  one  back  safe,  and  the 

ignorance  of  war,  inasmuch  as  no  others    as  well   (if   they  chose    to 

sooner  did  they  see  the  opening  of  come),  I  set  forth  afoot  for  a  cruise 

bloodshed  round  them,   than    mad  across  Devon,    than   which,   in   the 

they  became — as  mad,  I  assure  you,  summer,    with    plenty    of    money, 

as  any  March  hares,  the  brace  of  what  can   be  more  delightful  ?      I 

them.     In  the  thick  of  our  combat  would    gladly    have    taken    young 

with   the  Towerful,    up  and   down  Harry   Savage,    now   a  fine  lad  of 

the  deck  these  fellows  danced  in  the  fifteen  years,   so  far  as  one  might 

most  conspicuous  places,  as  if  invit-  guess  it ;  but  Jack  declared  that  he 

ing  every  shot,  and  cracking  their  must  not  come,  for  somo  reason  not 

knuckles  and  jabbering.     I  was  for  to  be  told  to  me. 

lashing  them  to  the  mainmast,  but  Now  it  was  the  flush  of  summer, 

Captain  Bampfyldc  would  not  allow  very  nearly  twelve  years  from  the 

it ;   he  said  that  their  spirited  con-  time    1   first    began   with.      Sunny 

duct  might  encourage  and  cheer  the  hedges  spread  their  overlap  of  roses 

rest  of    us.      And    indeed    it  was  over  us,  while  the  glad  leaves  danced 

strange   to   see  how  the   shot  flew  in   time   with    light    and    shade  to 

around  without  striking  them.  foster  them.     Every  bank  of  every 

Now  these  poor  fellows  showed  lane  was  hold  at  home  with  flowers 

so  much  attachment  and  strong  con-  nourished  by  some  flitting  rill  that 
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made  a  tinkle  fur  thorn.  And  of  surprise,  but  now  as  great  ambas- 
through  every  gate  almost,  whenever  sadors.  And  the  least  that  we  nil 
there  was  &  man  to  look,  the  spread  expected  was  a  true  outburst  of 
of  feathered  grasses  ran,  like  water  wild  welcoming.  Cannibal  Jack 
with  the  wind  on  it.  had  announced  his  intention  to  con- 
Even  a  sailor  may  see  such  things,  vert  his  relatives,  while  Dink  and 
and  his  heurt  rejoice  and  he  glad  Joe  only  shook  their  heads,  and 
in  them,  and  his  perilous  life  for  a  seemed  to  doubt  the  advantage  of 
while  have  rest  without  any  thought  it  But  we  need  not  have  thought 
of  anything.  Ho  that  so,  neither  of  the  matter  twine,  for,  strange  to 
Dick  nor  Joe  ever  made  glance  at  say,  not  one  of  the  savages  would 
anything  except  the  hen-roosts  near  for  a  moment  acknowledge  us.  All 
the  road,  or  the  haunt  of  a  young  the  barbarous  tribe  stood  aloof  and 
rabbit  in  the  hedge,  or  the  nesting  scowled  at  their  old  members  with 
of  a  partridge,  I  kept  the  poor  fel-  utter  abhorrence  and  contempt,  ai 
lows  from  doing  harm,  by  precept  if  nt  some  vast  degeneracy.  Even 
and  example  too  ;  yet  we  had  a  Jack's  wife,  or  the  woman  who 
roast  fowl  every  night,  except  when  might  in  humanity  have  been  called 
it  was  a  boiled  one.  And  finding  so,  stood  moping  and  mowing  at 
myself  in  my  sixty -fourth  year,  him  afar,  as  if  his  clothes  made  a 
what  could  1  do  but  put  up  with  it  ?  sheep  of  him,  while  tic  with  iimana- 
It  must  he  threescore  miles,  ment  regarded  her  as  if  she  were 
I  think,  even  according  to  the  only  a  chimpanzee.  Whereupon 
shortest  cut,  from  Plymouth  (o  all  of  them  sot  up  a  yell  and  rushed 
Nympton  -  on  -  the  -  Moors,  and  we  with  such  pelting  of  mud  at  us,  that 
wandered  out  of  the  way,  of  course,  we  thought  ourselves  lucky  to  make 
especially  after  guinea-fowls,  which  our  escape  without  any  further  mis- 
are    most    deluding    creatures,    but  chief. 

roast   even    better   than   their   eggs  After   hauling    out   of    action    in 

boil.    Also,   we  got  into  cherry   or-  this    most    inglorious    manner,    we 

chords   of   a  very    noble   breed  ;  so  brought  up  to  refit  and  revictual  at 

that  we  spent  a  whole  day  and  two  the   nearest   pnbBftjKMM,    a   lonely 

nights,  without   any   power  to   say  hut  where  four  roads  met,  and  the 

farewell.     And  though  the  farmer's  sign  hung  from  an   ancient  gibbet 

wife   put   up   both   hands   to  us  at  Hero  we  were  treated  very   kindly, 

the  window,  slip  sent  out  the  maid  and  for  very  little  money,  so  that  1 

tosaythatwe  need  not  be  frightened,  was   quite   astonished   after  all  our 

if  we  were  real  sailors.     After  giving  feeding.     And  I  happened  to  say  to 

this  girl  a  kiss  (to  let  her  know  what  the  landlady  that  I  was  surprised  to 

our  profession  was),  I  sent  in  word  lind  honesty  within  a  league  of  Par- 

that  here  was    the    Master  of  his  son  Chowne. 

Majesty's  atrip  Defence,  which  had  "  Oh,  sir,  do  you  know  that  dread- 
defended  the  British  Empire,  in  the  ful  man?"  she  answered,  with  her 
late  great  victory.  That  night  they  apron  up;  "or  would  you  like  to 
made  all  of  us  drunk,  except  me.  see  him,  sir  V" 

Upon  these  sweet  little  incidents  "  Madam,"  said  I  with  that  bow 
I  must  venture  to  dwell  no  longer,  of  mine  which  takes  the  women 
while  having  so  much  of  my  yarn  captive,  "  I  should  like  to  see  him 
in  the  slack,  and  none  hut  myself  wonderfully  ;  only  without  his  see- 
to  tauten  it.      Enough  lh.it  we  came  ing  mo." 

in   about   ten   days   to  the  genuine  "Of  course,  of  course.     All   peo- 

naked  colony,  without  any  meaning  pie  say  that,  because  of  the  evil  eye 
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he  hath.     This  house  doth  belong  husband  has  shown  arrogance.    Can 

to  him.     He  bo  coming  for  the  rent  you  show  cause  why  ho  should  not 

again  at  two  o'clock,  and  he  never  have  it  ?" 

faileth.       Every    farthing    will    be  "  Yes,  your  Reverence,  here  it  is. 

ready  now,  through  your  honour's  And    God    knows    how    wo    have 

generosity  ;  and  if  so  be  you  steps  scraped  for  it." 

in  here,   when  you    hear  me  give  With  the  glow  of  triumph  which 

three  knuckles  at  the  door,  you  may  a  man's  face  hardly  ever  shows,  but 

see  him  and  welcome  for  nothing ;  a  woman's  cannot  be  denied  of,  sho 

only  you  must  not  speak  for  ever  spread  before  him  all  his  rent  upon 

so."  an  ancient  tray,  and  every  piece  of 

The  landlady  showed  me  a  little  it  was  copper.  Thirty-six  shillings 
cellar,  opening  from  our  sitting-  she  had  to  pay,  and  twenty-four 
room,  and  having  a  ■  narrow  half-  times  thirty-six  was  there  for  his 
boarded  hatchway  bearing  upon  her  Reverence  to  count.  The  hostess 
sanded  parlour,  where  she  designed  looked  at  him,  with  a  chuckle,  brow- 
to  receive  the  Parson.  And  then  ing  now  under  her  apron-strings, 
she  was  half  afraid  lest  I  might  and  ready  to  rise  to  her  ample 
make  a  noise  and  so  betray  her.  breast,  and  thence  to  her  mouth,  if 
But  almost  before  I  had  time  to  expedient  But  she  mistook  her 
assure  her  of  my  perfect  secrecy,  the  customer. 

dash  of  horse's  hoofs  was  heard,  and  u  Woman,"   said  Chowne,   in   his 

the  sound  of  a  man's  voice  shouting,  deep  low  voice,  which  had  no  anger 

"Well   done!"  said  1  to  myself;  in  it;  "I  am   tired  of  signing  war- 

44  good  Parson,  years   have   not  dc-  rants." 

creased  thee."  u  Warrants,  your  Worship  !     For 

His  strong  step  rang  on  the  lime-  what,  if  you  please  V" 
ash  floor,  and  his  silver  spurs  made  "  Warrants  for  thieves  who  aro 
a  jingle,  and  lo,  there  he  stood  in  foisting  sham  Irish  halfpennies  on 
the  sanded  parlour,  as  noble  a  the  public.  I  see  no  less  than  seven 
Chowne  as  ever.  There  was  not  of  them  in  this  sterling  stuff  of 
the  sign  of  a  spot  of  weakness  or  yours.  Three  months  at  the  tread- 
relenting  about  him ;  on  his  shaven  mill  now  for  yourself  and  your  hus- 
faco  no  bloom  of  grayness,  nor  in  band.  Say  no  more-  You  have 
his  coal-black  hair  one  streak.  As  tried  a  trick.  Tiverton  jail  for  you 
vigorous,  springy,  and  strenuous  both  to-morrow." 
seemed  he,  as  when  he  leaped  on  And  there,  if  you  wanted  either 
board  and  thrashed  me,  nearly  twelve  of  them,  you  must  go  to  find  them, 
years  agone,  as  1  do  believe.  only  two  days  afterward,  according 

"Woman,  where  is  my  money?"  to  what  I  was  told  of  it.  No 
he  cried,  with  the  old  pale  frown  Welsh  gentleman  would  have  dream- 
overcoming  him  ;  u  twice  I  have  ed  of  behaving  to  his  tenants  thus, 
given  you  time.  You  know  what  for  trying  a  little  joke  with  him ; 
I  always  do  thereafter."  but  Chowne  had   no   sense  of  any 

44  Yes,    sir,     I    know  what    your  joke,  unless  himself  began  it 
Reverence   doth.       Your   Reverence  Our    three    cannibals     had    been 
never  calleth  law,  but  tiketh  horse-  trembling  at  the  sound  of  tho  Par- 
whip  to  the  mans  of  us."  son's  voice,  believing  that  he  would 

44  Your    memory   is    correct,"   he  drive   them   back,    and  feeling  that 

answered ;   4l  my  usual  course  is  to  they  had  no  power  to  withstand  hia 

that   effect.      1    have    brought   my  orders.     But  luckily  wo   had  made 

heaviest  whip   this   time,   for  your  such  a  smoke — all  our  savages  having 
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taken  to  the  use  t>[  lubaccn  jiloriously  little  (as  seems  only  natural),  what 

— that  when  the  I'-i-nu  [ml  his  f>  ■_■)  ■  <  1  :l  Messed  reflection  for  a  man  of  duo 

in,   as  he   must   ill   everywhere,   he  sentiments   towards   the   Lord,   that 

drew  it  back  in   double-quick   time,  this   water   is  dropping  from  heaven 

for  he  hated  the  weed  as  old  Nick  upon   liiui,  instead  of  rushing  up  to 

does.      And    then    after  calling  his  swallow    him   into   that   outrageous 

groom  as  a  witness  In  Lhe  Irisli  coin-  sea.  ! 

ago,  ho  made  him  tio  the  whole  of  Accordingly  so  wo  contrivod  this 

the  rent-money  in   his  pocket-hand-  affair.     Mr.   Jack  Wildman  was   in- 

kerchicf,  and  off  he   set  at  a  good  troduecd,    under    my    skilful    naval 

round  gallop  to  make  out  the  war-  tactics,  into   tho  most  accomplished 

rant      You    may    depend    upon    it  circle   on   tho   quarter-deck   of    our 

that  we  four  were  very  soon  off  as  head-cook.     And  he  louked  so  very 

well,   and  in  the   opposite  direction,  gently    wild,    and    blushed    in    his 

after  subscribing  a  guinea  anions  us  clothes    so    beautifully,   that    there 

to    comfort  the    poor  woman,   who  was  not  a  maiden  all  over  lhe  place 

was   Bobbing  her  heart  out  at  her  but   longed    to   glance,   unbeknown, 

mistake,   and    at    the    prospect  (as  at  him.     So  that   it   seemed  a  most 

seemed   to  me)    of    being   oooflaed,  lucky   thing   that    Polly   was    down 

in  more  senses  than  one.  within  the  with  the   small-pox,  at  a  place  called 

walls  of  a  prison.     For  some  time  I  Muddiford  ;     wherein    she    had    an 

found  myself  much  at  a  loss  about  uncle.      Meanwhile   Cannibals   Dick 

harbouring  my  convoy ;  for  though  and  Joe  lived  in  the  boat,  as  hap- 

I  could  trust  Jin  k  Wildman  — as   I  pily   as  if  they  had  been  born  in  it, 

now   began   to  call   him — anywhere  and  iterated  their  time  to  the  sliiy- 

and    with    anything,   this    was    not  itig  and  cooking  of  Sir  Philip's  hares 

the   ease   with   (he  othor   two,   who  and    rabbits.     It   was   in   vain   that 

could   never   be   kept  from    picking  the   gamekeepers   did   their  best   to 

up     smalt    things    that    took    their  eatch    them.      Dick   and   Joe   could 

fancy.     We  were  shaping  a  course  catch  hares,  as  thoy  boasted  to  me, 

for  Naroton  Court,  where  I  intend-  almost  under   the  watchers'   noses; 

ed  to  sling  my  own  hammock,  and  so  noble  was  the  result  of  uniting 

Jack's   as  well,   if   agreeable;  hut  I  civilised    cunning    with    savage    in- 

durst    not   offer    to    introduce   Dick  genuity. 

and   Joe,    for   the    cause   aforesaid.  1  can   well   believe   that  no  other 

Moreover,  they  had  nut  yet  acquired  man,    either    of   my    rank    or    age, 

tho  manners  of  good  society,  which  would   have   ventured   on    the   step 

were  no   little  insisted  upon  in  Sir  which    now    I    did    resolve     upon. 

Philip  Itampfylde's  kitchen.     There-  This  was  no  less  than  to  pay  a  visit 

fore   I   thought  myself  very  clover,  to  my  poor  little  I'olly,  and  risk  all 

when  a  settlement   of  this  question  probabilities  <>!  being  disfigured  by 

suddenly  occurred  to  me.  small-pox.     For   several  times  it  had 

This   was   no   less   than   to   settle  crossed  my  mind  that  although  she 

thcin   both  under  my  old  ferry  boat,  was  among  relatives,  they  were  not 

if    still    to  be  found   an  two   years  like  a  fattier  or  mother  to  her,  and 

back,  shored  up   and   turned  into  a  perhaps    she   might   bo   but  poorly 

residence.     Their   rations   might   be  tended,  ami  even  in  need  of  money 

sent  down   to   them,  arid  what  hap-  perhaps.      For  her  very  own  aunt, 

pier  home  could  they  wish  for,  with  our  Mrs.  Coe.khanterlmry,  would  not 

the   finest  air  ih  the   world  around  go  nigh  her,   and  almost  shuddered 

them,  as   well  as  beautiful  scenery,  when    her     name     was    mentioned. 

And  if  it  should  happen  to  leak  a  Now  it  seemed  to  be  only  fair  and 
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honest    to  let  Sir  Philip  know  my  of  the  plague  is  past,  when  every 

intention,  so  that  he  might  (if    he  bit  of   strengthening  stuff  that  can 

should  sec  fit)  forbid  me  to  return  be  thought  of,  or  fancied  by,   the 

to  his  mansion,  bringing  the  risk  of  feeble  one  may  turn  the  scale,  and 

infection.      But    the    General    only  one  cheering  glance  or  one  smiling 

shook  his  head,  and  smiled  at  that  word  is  as  good  as  a  beam  of   the 

idea.     u  If  it  bo  the  will  of  God,  we  morning.     Then  after  a  long  walk, 

shall  have  it,  of  course,"  he  said ;  I  made  my  swim,  and  a  change  of 

44  and    people   run    into   it    all    the  clothes,  exactly  as  the  General  had 

more  by  being  over-timorous.     And  commanded  mo. 
I    have    often  thought  it  sinful  to        In   a  fortnight  afterwards  where 

mistrust    the    Lord    so.      However,  was  I?     Why,  under  the  boat,  in 

you  had  better  keep  smoking  a  pipe,  a  burning  madness,  without  a  soul 

and    not  stay  more  than  five  min-  to  come  nigh  me,  except  Jack  Wild- 

utcs ;  and  perhaps  you  might  just  man  and  Sir  Philip.     These  two,  with 

as  well  change  your  clothes  before  the  most  noble  courage,  visited  me 

you  come  back,  and  sink  the  others  through  my  sad  attack  of  small-pox, 

to  air  for  a  week  in  the  river."     I  as  I  was  told  thereafter,  although  at 

was  grieved  to  see  him  so  entirely  the  time  I  knew  no  one.     And  at  a 

place  his  faith   in   Providence,   for  distance  around  the  boat,  a  ring  of 

that    kind    of   feeling    (when    thus  brushwood   was  kept  burning,   day 

overdone)    ends    in    what    we    cull  and  night,  to  clear  the  air,  and  warn 

44  fatalism,"  such  as  the  very  Turks  the  unwary  from  entering.     Every- 

have.     So  that  I  was  pleiscd  when  body    gave    me     up    for    a    living 

ho  called  me  back  and  said,  uTako  Christian    any  more,  and  my  coffin 

a  swim  yourself,  Llewellyn.     I  hear  was  ordered  at  a  handsomo    figure 

that  you  can  swim  five  miles.     Don't  (as  a  death  upon  Nam  ton  premises), 

attempt  that,  but  swim  two,  if  you  ay,  and  made  also,  like  that  of  the 

like.     Swim  back  to  us  from  Barn-  greatest  man  that  I  ever  did  meet 

staple  bridge,  and  I  will  have  a  boat  with.     Not  only  this,  but  two  Non- 

to    meet    you    with    a    wholesome  conformist  preachers  found  out  (as 

wardrobe."  they    always    do)   that  in   a  weak 

Thus  was  the  whole  of  it  arranged,  period  of  my  life,  when  dissatisfied 

and    carried  out  most  cleverly.      I  with  my  pension,  I  had  been  washed 

took  poor  Polly  a  bunch  of  grapes,  away    by   my    poor   wife    into   the 

from  one  of   the  Narnton  vineries,  scuppers  of  Dissent     Therefore  they 

as  well  as  a   number  of  nice  little  prepared  two  sermons  on  this  judg- 

things,   such    as    only  a  sailor    can  ment  of  the  Lord,  and  called  me  a 

think  of.     And  truly  I  went  not  a  scapegoat ;    while   goodness   knows 

day    too    soon,   for  I  found  her  in  what  care    they  took  ncvor  to  lay 

that  weak  condition,  after  the  fury  hands  on  me. 
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At  the  last  sit  (in;;  of  the  I'rench  He  knew,  when  ha  gave  utterance 
Chamber  before  tin-  lister  holidays,  to  them,  that  Europe  as  well  as 
M.  Thiers  made  a  speech  ;  it  was  France  was  listening  outside  the 
not  a  long  one,  but  it  was  impor-  door;  we  may  therefore  reasonably 
tant,  for  its  avowed  object  was  to  take  his  oration  ii.-i  a  pT'onrairnne  and 
tell  France  where  she  is.  It  was  a  text,  and  try  to  rauko  an  opinion 
received,  some  part  of  it  at  least,  for  ourselves  upon  it 
with  much  ill-tempor  by  the  so-called  The  first  point,  in  order  and  in 
majority  on  the  ItifLl,  whose  objects  importance,  id  the  reconstruction  of 
and  preferences  it  shocked  and  (lis-  Finances,  which  hits  been  effected 
appointed.  It  was  eagerly  applaud-  with  a  rapidity  and  success  most 
cd  by  the  Left,  wh.-i-  hope*  it  dis-  strikingly  indicative  of  the  mur- 
tinctly  flattered.  It  declared  that  vellous  elasticity  and  solid  wealth 
reorganisation  of  finances  and  of  the  of  France.  This  observation  does 
army  is  tho  first  duty  of  the  Gov-  not  apply  to  the  means  employed, 
eminent;  it  implied,  with  tolerable  about  which  opinions  may  largely 
distinctness,  that  no  economies  can  differ,  but  to  the  result  achieved, 
be  looked  for  in  the  Budget;  it  and  to  tho  case  with  which,  thus 
expatiated,  with  manifest  delight  far,  the  country  is  evidently  support- 
and  pride,  on  "the  new  birth  of  ing  its  tremendous  burden.  Tho 
our  glorious  army,  always  faithful  total  cost  of  the  war,  which  has 
to  its  duty,  always  faithful  to  the  gone  on  growing,  seems  likely  to 
law;"  it  renewed  the  promise  that  amount,  directly  and  indirectly,  to 
£6,000,000  shall  be  devoted  every  somewhere  about  A":H'.O.iX)0,000,  of 
year  to  the  repayment  of  the  war  which  £  1211,000,000  have  already 
debt;  it  asserted  positively  (hat  been  raised  by  permanent  loans, 
order  will  be  main  tainted  by  "the  £53,000,000  have  been  borrow- 
army  of  the  law ;"  it  suggested  that  ed  from  the  Bank  of  France, 
France  possesses  nllianccs  abroad;  about  £1:10,(100,01111  stand  over  for 
it  affirmed  that  "she  wants  peace,  future  payment,  while  the  balance 
and  does  not  think  of  war;"  it  of  £48,000,000  is  chargeable,  in 
proclaimed  "  the  incorrigibility  and  various  ways,  to  the  budgets  of  the 
the  powerlessness  of  parties."  It  next  few  years.  The  increase  of 
was  this  last  phase  c;pi_vhlly  which  annual  expenditure  which  all  this 
raised  the  indignation  of  the  Right,  represents,  in  interest,  sinking  fund, 
Many  of  the  great  questions  of  the  and  outlay,  amounts  to  about 
moment  were  thus  touched  upon—  £28,000,000,  so  that  France  has 
finances,  military  organisation;--,  in-  now  to  furnish  a  revenue  of  about 
ternal  tranquillity,  foreign  friend-  £115,000,000.  The  latter  figures 
ships,  maintenance  of  the  present  are  not  unite  exact,  for  the  discus- 
Government  against  "  parties" — all  sion  of  the  Budget  of  1872  is  not 
had  their  turn,  ali  were  explained  yet  terminated,  but  they  give  a  suffl- 
as  M.  Thiers  wishes  thein  to  bo  ciently  approximate  idea  of  the 
understood.  The  speech  was  not  position.  It  should  also  be  observed 
a  national  manifesto,  it  was  an  ox-  that  nearly  £4,000,000  of  new  tales 
pression  of  individual  views;  but  are  still  unvoted  by  the  Chamber,  in 
those  views  belong  to  the  author-  consequence  of  its  unwillingness  to 
ised   representative  of    the    nation.  adopt  the  duties  on  raw  materials 
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which  the  Government  wishes  to  of  any  inventivity  of  his.  Ho  has 
impose,  and  that  the  gap  to  that  rendered  the  recovery  more  easy  by 
extent  has  been  filled  up  by  tern-  inspiring  the  nation  with  the  hope 
porary  arrangements.  The  interest  that  he  would  keep  things  straight 
of  all  these  great  figures  does  not,  enough  to  allow  traffic  to  go  on 
however,  lie  so  much  in  the  selec-  safely.  But  that  sort  of  action  is 
tion  of  new  taxes,  or  in  the  more  or  merely  negative ;  the  positive  effect 
less  clever  schemes  adopted  in  order  has  been  brought  about  by  in- 
to bahfficc  the  account,  as  in  the  herent  forces  to  which  the  President 
fact  that  these  enormous  imposts  are  has  in  no  degree  contributed,  which 
being  levied  without  affecting  the  would  have  asserted  themselves 
trade  and  the  recovery  of  the  coun-  with  equal  vigour  under  any  other 
try,  and  without  even  any  sign  of  chief,  and  which  are  totally  in- 
distress  or  difficulty.  Some  of  the  dependent  of  the  principles  of 
new  taxes  are  producing  consider-  financial  organisation  which  he 
ably  more  than  the  sums  which  they  supports  with  such  excitable  per- 
were  estimated  to  bring  in,  and  not  tinacity.  We  all  know  how  bit- 
one  of  them  appears  to  be  pressing  »terly  those  principles  have  been 
with  undue  weight  on  the  classes  of  attacked ;  and  that  a  large  number 
the  population  which  it  affects.  These  of  competent  judges,  both  in  and 
facts  will  cause  no  surprise  to  those  out  of  France,  are  of  opinion  that 
who  have  studied  the  immense  re-  many  of  the  schemes  which  M. 
sources  which  France  possesses  ;  but  Thiers  advocates  arc  thoroughly 
to  the  mass  of  us  it  does  seem  won-  unsound,  and,  if  applied,  will  do 
derful  that  she  is  able  to  carry  more  harm  than  good.  The  time 
such  a  load  without  a  symptom  of  for  really  testing  them  has  not 
fatigue.  Of  course  there  are  certain  yet  arrived ;  but  meantime  the 
categories  of  trade  which  have  suf-  President  assumes  the  privilege  of 
fered.  The  retail  shops  in  Paris  con-  pointing  joyously  to  the  rally  of 
stitute,  however,  the  most  evident  home  and  foreign  trade,  and  of 
example  of  that  result ;  and  it  may  exclaiming  to  those  who  arc  polite 
be  fairly  urged,  in  their  case,  that  enough  to  believe  him,  "This  is 
the  Commune  is  more  to  blame  my  work !"  If,  however,  he  does 
than  the  war.  The  great  industries  deserve  any  other  praise  in  the 
are  thriving;  wine,  silk,  coal,  and  matter  than  that  of  inspiring  con- 
iron  are  in  active  demand  ;  there  fidence  in  the  preservation  of  order, 
arc  abundant  foreign  orders  for  the  that  praise  is  still  more  duo  to  his 
various  special  products  which  late  Finance  Minister  than  to  him- 
France  habitually  exports;  and  self.  M.  Pouycr  Qucrtier,  who 
though  there  is  a  diminution  of  quitted  office  the  other  day,  did 
home  expenditure  in  luxuries,  that  more  than  any  man  in  Franco  to 
can  scarcely  be  considered  otherwise  bring  the  Treasury  into  form,  and  to 
than  as  an  advantage,  after  the  wild  clear  away  the  difficulties  of  the 
extravagance  of  the  fifteen  years  position.  He  gets  no  thanks  for  it 
which  closed  in  1870.  now,  and  it  is  precisely  for  that 
But  it  does  not  seem  quite  reason  that  it  is  fair  and  honest  to 
evident  that  M.  Thiers  is  justified  recall  the  services  which  he  ren- 
in taking  to  himself,  or  to  his  dered.  When  he  entered  on  his 
Administration,  the  sole  merit  of  Ministry  a  year  ajro,  he  found 
this  situation.  It  is  a  consequence  £40,000  in  the  till  ;  that  sum 
of  the  solidity  and  productive  represented  the  entire  assets  at  his 
power  of  the  country,  rather  than  disposal.     In  twelve  months  he  has 
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Eaid  £80,000,00(1  to  Germany,  and  sibly,  it  may  bo  a  Taut  error  for 
as  provided  amply  for  all  current  Franco  to  have  any  army  at  all, 
needs  besides.  It  suits  the  ab-  othor  than  for  tho  guardianship  of 
sorbing  temper  of  the  President  to  home  order  (for  which  200,000  men 
take  the  credit  of  it,  but  tho  work  would  suffice  most  amply), 
was  done  by  31.  Pouycr  Querlier,  M.  Thiers  informs  us  in  his 
and  admirably  well  done  too.  The  speech  that  "Franco  wants  peace, 
reorganisation  nf  all  the  services  is  and  does  not  think'  of  war;"  but 
now  almost  terminated — it  will  there  are  ,i  pood  many  people,  espe- 
sonn  be  quite  complete;  it  has  been  cially  at  iicrlin,  who  do  not  believe 
effected  with  singular  success  and  one  word  of  this  comforting  assur- 
spoed.  The  promise  made  at  Bor-  ance;  who,  on  the  contrary,  are 
deaux  has  been  kept,  but  let  us  thoroughly  convinced  that,  directly 
allot  the  credit  of  its  realisation  to  Franco  supposes  that  she  is  ready, 
the  right  persons  in  the  right  pro-  she  will  attack  Germany  once  more, 
portions.  But  France  cannot  be  ready  forsome 
Where  M.  Thiers  may  really  years.  The  Army  Organisation  Hill 
claim  nearly  all  the  merit  for  him-  is  not  yet  voted  by  the  Chamber; 
self  is  in  the  i-ei.vnsl.itu  I  ion  of  the  the  principle  of  universal  service 
army;  that  has  li.cn  his  labour  of  is  not  yet  adopted;  the  materiel 
love— it  is  there  that  he  has  em-  necessary  for  1,500,(1110  men  has  to 
ployed  his  utmost  skilL  It  was,  be  got  together;  tho  new  fortirlca- 
indced,  not  an  easy  task.  Half  his  lions  round  Paris  have  to  be  con- 
soldiers  had  come  back  sullenly  structed.  For  these  reasons  it  is 
from  captivity,  and  the  other  half  scarcely  likely  tli.it  the  return  match 
were  growling  discontentedly  about  will  be  proposed  by  France  till 
their  real  or  imaginary  wrongs,  about  18T7  at  the  very  soonest, 
.  when  he  had  suddenly  to  group  especially  as  she  will  need  money 
them  into  new  regiments,  and  to  as  well  as  men,  and  must  wait  a 
lead  them  into  the  dissolving  little  before  she  can  dispose  of  any 
influences  of  a  civil  war.  And  yet,  surplus  cash.  All  this  while,  how- 
a  short  time  afterwards,  France  had  ever,  Prussia  will  be  taking  notes; 
an  army,— a  real,  well-organised,  the  military  attache  at  her  embassy 
not  badly-disciplined  army,  in  the  in  Paris  will  be  reporting  twice  a- 
sense  which  Europe  now  attaches  to  week  ;  she  will  know,  with  singular 
that  word.  Whether  it  be  a  good  precision,  the  exact  date  at  which 
thing  for  France  is  another  question;  France  will  pass  from  tho  present 
but  considered  in  itself  alone,  as  an  state  of  incubation  into  a  condition 
effort  of  admitiistration  and  strong  which  will  render  her  really  difficult 
will,  under  circumstances  of  enor-  to  crush.  Before  then,  the  three 
mous  difficulty,  it  is  impossible  not  milliards  which  arc  still  outstanding 
to  recognise  that  it  does  honour  to  will  be  paid  ;  Prussia  will  no  longer 
the  man  by  whom  it  was  planned  have  the  sli^htc-t  reason  forgiving 
and  executed.  The  French  army  her  enemy  further  time,  and  will, 
is  now  as  powerful  as  it  was  before  probably,  suddenly  put  in  one  of 
tho  war;  it  includes  450,000  men;  those  startling  notes  which  shake 
its  interior  condition  is  improving  up  Europe.  She  will  say  to  Franco — 
every  day.  All  this  would  be  very  at  least  it  will  be  very  strange  if  she 
well  if  it  did  not.  cost  £18,000,000,  docs  not — "You  arc  forming  an 
and  if  there  were  no  one  to  object  army  of  1,500,000  men,  with  300l> 
to  it.  But  there  are  considerations  cannon  :  your  object  is  to  attack  me. 
which   seem   Ui    indicate    that,    pos-  Thus  far  you  have  got  only  600,000 
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men,  while  I  have  1,200,000;  I  he  has  not  much  time  before  him. 
have  screwed  out  of  you  all  you  and  that  if  he  is  destined  to  lead 
owed  me  in  our  last  account,  and  the  red  trousers  into  Konigsberg, 
have  no  kind  of  motive  for  waiting  and  then  to  write  the  *  History  of 
till  you  are  ready ;  I  therefore  give  the  Second  War '  (which  may  be  the 
you  notice  that  if  your  army  is  not  crowning  ambition  of  his  life,  for 
instantly  reduced  to  200,000  men  it  would  simultaneously  realise  his 
I  shall  declare  war,  and  this  time  I  old  dream  of  military  glory  and  his 
will  not  spare  you."  Sympathy  for  hope  to  permanently  retain  the  title 
France  might  make  us  extremely  of  "  the  National  Historian "),  he 
sorry  to  see  this  happen,  but,  in  must  get  on  promptly  with  prelim- 
reason,  we  could  lay  no  blame  on  inary  arrangements.  Such  a  mo- 
Germany.  It  has  been  pretended  tivo  cannot  be  imputed  to  him 
that  Prince  Bismark  has  already  seriously,  but  it  does  look  as  if  he 
communicated  to  M.  Thiers  an  ulti-  means  fighting,  and  nothing  else ; 
matum  of  this  kind.  The  statement  no  other  interpretation  can  be  as- 
was,  however,  entirely  premature ;  signed  to  the  warlike  preparations 
and,  notwithstanding  the  irritation  which  he  is  now  pushing  on  with 
which  is  known  to  exist  in  Berlin,  all  his  might. 

there  is  no  probability  of  any  such  He  talks  to  us  of  alliances ;  he 
step  being  taken  now.  hints  that  France  docs  not  stand 
But  the  excessive  likelihood  of  alone  in  Europe  ;  and  seems  thereby 
some  future  action  such  as  this  on  to  signify  that  he  expects  he  will 
the  German  side  makes  it  more  than  discover  somewhere  a  co-operation 
doubtful  whether  France  would  not  in  the  self-evident  projects  of  re- 
show  more  wisdom  if  she  waited  for  venge  which  he  publicly  declares 
events,  instead  of  trying  to  create  he  does  not  cherish  ;  but  to  us  who 
them  for  herself.  Accidents  of  are  not  in  the  secret  of  his  dip- 
various  kinds  may  happen  :  the  lomacy  these  fancies  have  no  sense, 
unity  of  Germany,  which  has  been  We  know  that  England  will  not 
so  suddenly  provoked  by  the  struggle  land  troops  at  Havre  to  help  France 
against  a  common  foe,  may  not  be  to  take  back  the  Rhine ;  we  see  no 
durable,  for  there  are  secret  hates  reason  to  suppose  that  Italy  will 
between  .South  and  North  which  risk  her  newly-acquired  unity  in 
might  have  burst  out  already  if  order  to  testify  her  gratitude  to  the 
France  had  not  been  mad  enough  to  nation  which  she  has  never  forgiven 
temporarily  choke  them  off  by  the  dis-  for  winning  Solferino  for  her  thir- 
traction  of  a  fight  between  Gallia  and  teen  years  ago ;  we  cannot  see  why 
Germania  ;  revolutionary  movements  Austria,  who  has  enough  of  her  own 
may  occur.  The  interest  of  Franco  to  do,  should  bo  desirous  to  run 
appears,  therefore,  to  us  onlookers,  to  new  dangers  now  on  the  chance 
lie  in  the  adoption  of  silent  patience ;  that  they  may  turn  out  luckily  for 
in  the  organisation  of  her  army  on  herself  and  France ;  and  as  for 
a  much  smaller  effective  footing,  but  Russia,  common-sense  seems  to  in- 
with  a  shorter  period  of  service,  so  dicate  that  her  object  can  only  bo  to 
as  to  save  money  without  diminish-  work  with  Prussia  in  the  hope  that 
ing  the  reserves  of  trained  men,  and  Eastern  Europe  may  some  day  be 
especially,  so  as  to  give  her  frightful  split  up  between  them.  Whether, 
neighbour  no  right  to  interfere.  She  in  this  last  event,  England  would 
should  follow  the  example  of  Prussia  intervene  once  more  to  save  Con- 
after  Jena.  But  M.  Thiers  feels  stantinople,  is  a  question  which  we 
perhaps  that  he  is  an  old  man,  that  must  leave  to  our  Cabinets  of  the 
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future;  but  that  eventuality  is,  ac-  lie;  two  years  ago  it  meant  the 
cording  to  present  prospects,  the  Empire;  two  years  hence  it.  may 
only  one  which  would  supply  an  mean  something  else, — but  it  will 
ally  to  France.  It  may  be  that  M.  imply  always  the  Government  which 
Thiers  let  fall  the  phrase,  "it  is  is.  The  born  duty  of  the  French 
false  that  France  is  isolated,  that  army,  as  it  is  understood  by  the 
she  has  no  alliances,"  solely  to  rulers  of  the  land,  is  to  keep  them 
flatter  the  vanity  of  the  country,  in  their  place,  and  to  do  battle 
and  to  inspire  the  pleasant  notion  against  everybody  who  tries  to 
that  he  is  on  the  road  to  the  appar-  turn  them  out ;  it  can  have  no 
ently  unattainable  result  of  getting  opinion  of  its  own,  otherwise  it 
some  one  to  espouse  his  cause.  But  would  not  be  "  faithful.1'  As  things 
if  the  French  are  susceptible  of  go  in  France,  this  is  a  sensible  and 
being  influenced  by  considerations  even  necessary  interpretation,  for  no 
of  that  kind,  we,  at  all  events,  are  Government  could  exist  at  all  there 
outside  their  pale :  we  try  to  judge  if  the  army  did  not  support  it :  it  is 
by  likelihood  and  reason,  unswayed  not  therefore  in  a  spirit  of  criticism 
by  any  sentiments  or  preferences,  ex-  or  disapprobation  that  the  true  signi- 
ccpting  that  instinctive  sympathy  fication  of  the  word  "  law "  is  in- 
for  France  which  is  at  the  bottom  dicated  here,  but  solely  to  render 
of  most  English  hearts,  and  which,  clear  what  M.  Thiers  meant  when 
perhaps,  enables  us  to  better  see  her  he  talked  of  the  fidelity  of  the  army 
dangers.  Our  view  appears  to  us  to  which  he  has  formed.  If  another 
be  friendly,  just,  and  wise.  We  well  revolution  should  give  that  army  an- 
know  that  France  will  not  listen  to  other  master,  we  shall  hear  from  the 
it  for  one  instant,  and  that  she  will  new-comer  exactly  similar  declara- 
go  on  arming,  notwithstanding  our  tions.  Meanwhile,  it  seems  eminent- 
advice  to  do  nothing  of  the  kind  ;  ly  unlikely  that  the  army  will  either 
but  our  view  is  our  own  property,  ever  make  a  revolution  itself,  or  that 
and  France,  though  she  may  reject  it  will  ever  fail  to  put  one  down.  It 
it,  has  no  right  to  complain  of  our  is  true  that  its  attitude  depends 
entertaining  it  We  freely  grant  somewhat  upon  its  chiefs, — that  a 
that  M.  Thiers  is  an  admirable  regiment  may  follow  its  colonel  in 
military  organiser ;  but  we  believe  revolt ;  that  reservation  £oes  not, 
that  he  is  altogether  wrong  to  or-  however,  lead  to  much  in  France, 
ganise  at  all  at  present,  beyond  the  where  military  pronunciamentos  do 
limits  which  strict  necessity  and  not  enter  into  national  habits.  It 
strict  economy  impose.  may  confidently  be  expected  that  so 
That  this  army,  "faithful  to  its  long  as  the  Government  remains 
duty,  faithful  to  the  law,"  will  moderate,  so  long  as  the  control  of 
steadily  maintain  internal  order,  is  the  army  continues  in  the  hands  of 
probably  quite  true ;  but  it  must  be  prudent  Ministers,  no  insurrection 
remembered  that  fidelity  to  the  "the  would  have  the  faintest  chance  of 
law"  means  fidelity  to  the  Govern-  success:  but  if  constitutional  changes 
ment,  and  nothing  else.  "  Law "  should  bring  a  violent  Cabinet  into 
and  "Thiers"  are,  in  this  case,  power,  we  may  see  the  army  pur- 
synonymous.  "  Law  "  is  not  in  posely  disorganised  so  as  to  leave  free 
France  an  abstract  essence,  a  power  scope  for  the  action  of  the  Socialists ; 
above  all  Ministerial  changes,  as  we  and  then,  at  the  very  moment  when 
most  bappy  islanders  understand  the  it  would  be  most  needed,  there 
word:  it  means,  just  now,  the  Pre-  would  be  no  "army  of  the  law  "at 
sident  and   the  Provisional  Repub-  alL     This    hypothesis    is    unfortu- 
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natcly  not  so  exaggerated  as  it  may  certain  that  Germany  will  stand 
seem.  patiently  aside  during  the  next  few 
The  impossibility  of  any  reduc-  years,  so  as  to  give  France  full  time 
tions  in  the  Budget,  which  M.  to  work  out  her  actual  plans,  it 
Thiers  announces  as  if  it  were  a  would  be  unpatriotic  to  object  to 
point  beyond  discussion,  has  a  close  the  project  of  revenge,  which,  in 
and  necessary  connection  with  the  that  case,  might  be  pursued  with  a 
scheme  of  Army  Reorganisation,  sufficient  probability  of  ultimate 
On  looking  through  the  elements  of  realisation  to  justify  the  huge  ex- 
expenditure,  the  largest  figure  which  pense  in  view.  But  as  the  argu- 
strikes  the  eye,  after  the  interest  on  ments  seem  to  point  the  other  way 
the  debt,  is  the  sum  of  £18,000,000  —  as  the  considerations  which  have 
for  the  Army.  Almost  all  the  other  already  been  invoked  appear  to  in- 
public  services  have  been  cut  down,  dicato  that  France  will  not  get  all 
The  Navy  estimates,  for  instance,  the  time  she  wants,  and  that  her 
have  been  reduced  by  £1,200,000  ;  prospects  of  crushing  Prussia  de- 
and  Public  ^orks,  though  they  are  pend  far  more  on  the  hazard  of 
more  than  ever  necessary,  receive  European  complications  than  on  her 
£2,300,000  less  than  their  former  own  independent  efforts — it  is  indeed 
share  ;  but  the  Minister  of  War  gets  to  be  regretted  that  no  one  has  tho 
£3,000,000  more  than  the  Empire  courage  to  stand  up  in  the  Assembly 
gave  him.  The  report  on  the  Bud-  and  to  speak  out  against  the  Army 
get  of  1872,  which  was  laid  before  plan  as  being  throughly  unsound 
the  Chamber  in  December  by  M.  in  principle,  and  as  being  the  sole 
Pouyer  Quertier,  explained  in  detail  cause  of  the  **  impossibility  of  reduc- 
tho  numerous  diminutions  which  tions"  which  M.  Thiers  proclaims 
have  been  effected,  and  it  lpoks  as  with  so  much  conviction.  It  would 
if  they  were  really  carried  to  tho  require  pluck  to  do  it,  for  the  advo- 
furthest  limit  on  every  hand  but  cato  of  such  ideas  would  be  shrieked 
this  one  chapter  of  war  expenditure,  at  with  that  marvellous  force  of 
Even  the  reduced  subventions  to  howling  of  which  the  Versailles 
theatres  and  races,  which  have  ex-  Chamber  possesses  the  monopoly ; 
cited  some  attention  during  tho  last  but  the  proposal  to  postpone  re- 
few  weeks,  may  be  considered  as  venge,  and  simultaneously  to  save 
legitimate  and  necessary,  in  con  si-  £10,000,000  every  year,  would  be 
deration  of  the  material  interests  so  wise,  that  its  author  would  earn 
which  they  affect.  The  Army  Bud-  outside  France,  by  that  one  sugges- 
get  constitutes  the  one  item  of  ut-  tion,  the  reputation  of  a  patriot 
tcrly  unproductive  outlay ;  and  it  and  a  politician.  Of  course  it  would 
is  easy  to  understand  that,  if  it  be  be  rejected  by  an  immense  majority, 
maintained  in  its  present  form,  no  but  that  is  no  reason  for  not  making 
more  economies  can  bo  squeezed  the  attempt  It  will  not  be  risked, 
out ;  for  paring  has  gone  on  ruthless-  however,  for  no  deputy  will  face  the 
ly  in  every  other  direction,  even  to  momentary  unpopularity  which  such 
discharging  the  old  soldiers  who  an  act  would  provoke  in  France, 
were  doorkeepers  at  the  Elysce.  We  must  expect  to  sec  the 
But  no  one  dares  to  touch  the  £18,000,000  become  a  permanent 
Army,  no  one  dares  to  publicly  ex-  element  of  the  Budget,  and  the 
pose  the  future  danger  and  the  pre-  theory  of  "  no  reductions"  pass  in- 
sent  inutility  of  attempting  to  con-  to  an  accepted  rule, 
stitute  a  force  with  which  war  may  It  is  satisfactory  to  find  a  partial 
be   begun  again.     If  it  were  quite  set-oft  against  this  grave  orror    in 
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the  resoluti"ti  to  maintain  the  (rink-  which  have  been  no  abundantly 
ing  fum.l  of  £S,000,000.  Tint  proposed  during  the  last  sis  months 
sum  is  to  he  employed,  at  first,  ex-  are  finally  set  aside  as  impracticable. 
clusively  to  pay  off  the  advance  of  But  though  (he  shape  of  the  ar- 
the  Banl  of  Franco;  and  a  good  rangement  is  no  longer  doubtful,  the 
deal  has  been  said  and  written  date  of  its  realisation  is  entirely  un- 
against  the  policy  of  adding  so  large  certain  ;  nothing  can  be  fixed  about 
an  amount  to  the  annual  taxation  it  until  Germany  has  accepted  the 
in  order  to  refund  it  loan  which  now  principle  of  an  anticipated  payment, 
costs  only  one  per  cent  per  annum.  At  first  sight  it  seems  incredible 
Regarded  in  that  light,  the  opera-  that  a  creditor  should  refuse  to  take 
tion  does  look  unnecessary.  But  as  his  money  before  the  date  at  which 
it  is  impossible  to  admit  that  the  it  is  nominally  due  ;  but  in  this  case 
State  can  permanently  remain  in  there  are  circumstances  of  so  pecu- 
debt  for  £ ,'50,00 0,000  to  the  Bank—  liar  a  nature,  that  Germany  may 
as  the  advance,  if  not  pai'l  "it;  i'io--t  perhaps  decline  to  receive  a  shil- 
at  some  time  or  other  be-  replaced  ling  now.  By  the  Berlin  Treaty  of 
by  rentes  at  0J  or  6  per  cent — as  12th  October  last,  she  has  the  right 
the  credit  of  the  French  Treasury  to  hold  six  departments  until  she 
will  be  largely  strengthened  by  the  is  paid  in  full :  she  receives  inter- 
resolute  adoption  of  a  yearly  amor-  est,  meanwhile,  at  5  per  cent  per 
titttment~n&  it  is  just  and  praeli-  annum,  and  she  is  to  have  the 
cal  to  impose  on  the  immediate  pre-  money  on  1st  March  18T4.  If  she 
sent  the  nblijratwn  of  clearing  off,  were  quite  sure  that  France  means 
in  part,  the  con  sequel  ices  of  the  war,  to  rigorously  keep  the  peace,  she 
instead  of  leaving  them  to  be  borne  would  have  no  motive  for  refusing 
in  full  by  coming  generations,— it  an  offer  of  the  £120,000,000  at 
may  be  uieed.  with  reason,  that  the  once,  or  at  any  period  during  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  sinking  next  two  years;  but  acceptance  of 
fund  are  far  stronger  than  those  the  cash  means  evacuation  of  the 
which  enn  be  invoked  against  it,  six  departments  which  are  held  in 
and  that  M.  Thiers  is  entirely  right  guarantee,  and  that  is  where  the 
in  his  refusal  to  abandon  it.  It  is,  difficulty  arises.  No  one  can  pre- 
however,  an  enormous  weight  to  Bume  to  say  what  Prince  Bismark 
carry;  and  the  day  may  come  when  may  decide  to  do;  but  it  is  quite 
the  virtuous  intentions  which  now  possible  that  he  may  prefer  to  oxer- 
exist  will  fade  away  under  the  pres-  cise  his  right  of  occupation  until 
sure  of  necessity.  1874,  for  the  sake  of  the  strategical 
So  far  as  money  questions  are  advantages  which  the  German  army 
conccrncil.M.Tiuccs's  speech  stopped  would  enjoy  on  French  ground  if 
short  at  the  points  which  have  been  any  difficulty  arose.  Not,  that 
mentioned  here.  It  made  no  allu-  France  can,  anyhow,  be  in  a  position 
sion  to  the  arrangements  which  he  to  go  to  war  within  two  years,  but 
has  in  view  for  the  payment  of  the  she  might  show  signs  which  would 

£120,000. I  which  are  stili  due  to  tempt   her    prudent   adversaries   to 

Germany.     It  is,  however,  tolcrahly  stop  where  they  are.     On  the  other 

well  known  that  the  amount  will   be  baud,  as  Germany  notoriously  wants 

raised  in  the  ordinary  form — that  is  the  money,  she  may  elect  to  take  it 

to  say,  by  an  issue  of  new  rentes,  and  go  home,  subject  to  coming  back 

with   perhaps  a  temporary  advance  again  if   France  grows  too  provoca- 

of  part  of   it  on   Exchequer   bills ;  tiva.     The  matter  may  be  solved  to- 

and    that   all    the   special   schemes  morrow,  but  thus  far  it  is   in   sus- 
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pcnsc,  and  nobody  but  the  great  on  condition  of  the  payment  of 
Chancellor  himself  can  fix  the  mo-  £26,000,000  (the  balance  of  the  two 
ment  at  which  it  will  assume  a  final  first  milliards)  during  the  six  fol- 
forin.  lowing  months.  If  Germany  agrees 
Regarded  as  a  purely  French  ques-  to  go  away  as  soon  as  France  can 
tion,  the  liberation  of  the  territory  find  the  money,  or  can  secure  its 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  very  first  production  at  future  epochs,  the 
to  deal  with,  and  yet  there  exists  last  material  traces  of  the  war  will 
a  singular  indifference  about  it  disappear ;  but  it  would  be  prema- 
among  the  public.  Directly  the  ture,  for  the  reasons  already  given, 
spiked  helmets  disappeared  from  St.  to  count  upon  this  result  as  proxi- 
Denis,  the  Parisians  seemed  to  ut-  mate  or  certain.  No  one  knows 
terly  forget  that  they  had  only  what  the  opinion  of  Prince  Bismark 
moved  a  little  further  off,  and  still  may  be  upon  it ;  we  can  only  wait 
glistened  on  French  ground.  The  till  the  Sphinx  has  spoken, 
country,  as  a  whole,  has  never  real-  Other  grave  subjects  were  omitted 
iscd  the  humiliation  which  the  pro-  in  M.  Thiers's  speech.  It  said  no- 
longed  occupation  of  the  eastern  thing  about  the  denunciation  of  tho 
districts  should  provoke  in  all  Commercial  Treaties,  or  the  religious 
French  hearts.  The  national  sub-  question,  or  the  causes  which  nave 
scription,  which  was  opened  with  so  contributed  to  place  Franco  where 
much  pomp,  in  order  to  "purge  the  she  is  to-day.  It  may  have  been  an 
soil  of  the  presence  of  tho  foe,"  has  act  of  prudence  in  the  President  to 
been  an  ignominious  failure.  Even  avoid  such  awkward  points  ;  but  as 
the  strong  commercial  and  military  we  are  not  obliged  to  imitate  his 
reasons  which  combine  to  render  it  reserve,  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
essential  to  get  the  Germans  out  of  should  not  consider  them  as  wo  pass 
the  Reims  district,  where  so  many  on. 

railways  meet,  have  not  sufficed  to  The  eight  Customs  Treaties  which 
bring  about  a  negotiation  for  the  eva-  France  accepted  between  1860  and 
cuation  of  even  that  one  section  of  1868  were  all  made  for  ten  years 
the  six  departments.  M.  Thiers  may  absolutely,  with  the  right  on  both 
have  had  good  reason  for  saying  no-  sides  of  terminating  them  by  one 
thing  on  the  subject  at  the  last  sitting  year's  notice  at  the  expiration 
of  the  Chamber  before  Easter,  but  he  of  those  ten  years.  The  English 
will  necessarily  have  to  speak  upon  Treaty,  which  was  the  first  in  order, 
it  before  long,  and  we  may  presume  ran  out  in  1870;  tho  Belgian  Con- 
that  he  will  suggest  a  series  of  pay-  tract,  which  dates  from  1861,  has 
meats  on  account,  with  proportion-  expired  also; — the  French  Govcrn- 
ate  evacuation  of  the  mortgaged  ment  had  therefore  tho  legal  right 
territory.  The  opinion  of  European  to  denounce  them  both,  and  has 
bankers  is,  that,  when  the  loan  is  just  used  that  right :  they  will,  con- 
issued,  the  £120,000,000  cannot  bo  scquently,  reach  their  end  in  the 
called  up  in  full  within  a  shorter  spring  of  1873.  But  the  bargains 
period  than  three  years ;  but  the  made  with  Switzerland,  Austria,  and 
final  payment  could  be  guaranteed  Portugal  will  not  attain  their  ten 
so  as  to  obtain  the  immediate  depar-  years'  limit  until  1877  and  1878; 
ture  of  tho  occupying  forces,  just  while  "  the  favoured-nations  clause, 
as  was  done  at  Berlin  in  October  which  was  admitted  last  year  into 
last  for  the  six  other  departments  tho  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Germany, 
which  were  evacuated  at  that  date,  insures  the  benefit  of  the  existing 
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duties  to  the  latter  country  for  the  bond  of  union  between  the  two 
same  minimum  of  time.  The  ru>  countries,  should  be  mproaching  the 
suit  is,  that  Belgium  and  England  term  of  its  existence, 
will  be  the  only  countries  iiomedi-  The  religious  question  assumes 
ately  affected  by  the  new  turiif  which  two  totally  distinct  shapes  :  the 
may  be  adopted,  and  that  they  will  situation  of  the  Pope  in  Koine,  and 
find  it  difficult  twelve  months  the  movement  of  opinion  inside 
hence  to  compete  fur  French  orders  France,  arc  both  included  in  it. 
with  the  rivals  whose  Treaties  arc  The  former  Subject  hit)  :il ready1  been 
still  in  force.  It  has  been  suggest-  brought  before  the  Chamber  on  a 
ed  that  the  two  excluded  nations  petition  from  the  Hishops,  but  in 
should  try  to  get  their  goods  in  by  tho  present  state  of  tilings,  no  dis- 
forwarding  them  IIumii^Ii  the  frou-  cussion  of  it  could  have  done  tho 
tiers,  where  the  old  duties  will  eon-  slightest  good.  No  diplomatic  in- 
tinue  to  apply;  but  this  sort  of  tcrvention  in  favour  of  the  Holy 
smuggling  would  be  almost  impos-  See  could  produce  results,  unless 
sible  to  carry  on;  certificates  of  on-  it  were  followed  up  by  the  throat 
gin  would  be  required,  nod  fraud  of  action  in  another  form.  This 
would  be  energetically  suppressed,  is  not  a  moment  when,  politically 
Wo  may  thereto ic  anticipate  that  or  materially,  France  can  indulge 
our  exports  to  France  will  be  con-  in  menaces;  so  tho  Government 
siderably  diminished  from  next  most  properly  declared  that  a  de- 
March,  unless,  indeed,  the*  new  bate  on  the  Roman  question  would 
duties  which  will  lie  imposed  upon  be  inopportune  and  humiliating: 
us  should  be  so  light  that  they  will  and  Monsignor  liupanloup  wisely 
not  in  reality  stop  our  trade.  That,  bowed  bis  head  before  the  necessity 
however,  can  scat. el y  He  expected,  of  postponement.  Time  may  modify 
for  the  avowed  object  of  M.  Thiers  existing  facts.  Hostilo  troops  have 
is  to  acquire  what  be  calls  "tho  guarded  the  outlets  of  tho  Vatican 
liberty  of  tariffs,"  in  order  to  extract  on  a  good  many  occasions  already  ; 
from  the  Customs  a  largos  return  Topes  have  had  to  Hy  or  go  to 
than  the  £5,000,000  which  they  prison;  the  prospects  of  the  tem- 
now  produce.  He  lias  declared  that  poral  power  have  often  been  blacker 
his  object  is  purely  fiscal,  and  in  no  than  they  are  now;  and  yet  his- 
degree  protectionist  ;  that  he  wants  tory  is  there  to  prove  that,  in  some 
to  bring  in  money,  not  to  shield  strange  way,  the  Church  has  always 
home  manufactures :  but,  some-  hold  her  ground.  So  it  may  he  once 
how,  nobody  quite  believes  him;  more;  and  it  is  in  the  conviction 
and  the  notion  that  his  real  dream  that  "  Cod  will  take  care  of  His 
is  to  bar  the  door  to  foreign  com-  own"  that  the  more  ardent  of  tho 
petition  is  as  prevalent  in  France  French  Catholics  are  wailing  for  a 
as  it  is  in  England,  The  debate  change  which  will  enable  France  to 
which  is  coming  on  in  the  Chamber  again  assert  her  claim  to  be  oonsid- 
will  tell  us  where  the  truth  lies,  erud  as  the  natural  defender  of  tho 
Till  then  we  can  only  regret  that  we  Holy  See.  Human  foresight  can, 
should  be  the  object  of  a  partial  however,  detect  no  present  proha, 
measure,  which,  from  the-  circuni-  bilitios  of  any  such  result.  So 
stances  which  attend  it.  is  not  likely  long  as  tho  French  were  divided 
to  be  beneiicial  to  the  French  Trea-  into  two  main  classes,  the  pious 
sury ;  and  that  a  Treaty  which  for  and  tho  indifferent,  tbo  former 
twelve  years  has   served  as  a  real  were  able,  by  energetic  movement, 
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to  exercise  a  large  control  over  Republicans  would  be  horrified  at 
the  policy  of  the  country ;  but  such  a  notion,  for  many  of  them 
a  third  category  has  sprung  up  of  continue  to  believe  in  God,  though 
late,  with  the  declared  object  of  they  repudiate  a  king;  but  toe 
destroying  all  religion.  Its  influ-  Moderates  constitute  so  feeble  a 
ence  has  grown  prodigiously,  and  minority  numerically,  that  they  will 
the  issue  now  seems  to  be  no  longer  lose  all  power  if  a  Republic  should 
between  indifference  and  Popery,  be  finally  adopted.  The  Catholics 
but  between  resolute  destructive  in-  are,  however,  trying  to  put  their 
fidelity  and  Christianity  in  any  backs  together  in  order  to  improve 
form.  The  Communists  had  the  their  prospects  of  resistance;  and 
cunningness  to  leave  the  Protes-  they  derive  some  help  from  the 
tants  alorte;  their  material  attacks  attacks  to  which  they  are  exposed. 
were  directed  solely  against  the  The  revolt  of  the  three  priests 
Catholics.  Their  representatives  in  (Michaud  in  Paris,  Junqua  and 
the  French  press  are  continuing  Mouls  at  Bordeaux),  who  have  set 
the  same  apparent  attitude ;  but  all  up  a  little  opposition  of  their  own  to 
that  is  a  mask  put  on  until  they  the  new  dogma  of  Infallibility,  may 
think  that  they  have  grown  strong  be  mentioned  as  having  served  the 
enough  to  war  against  all  religion,  very  cause  which  those  gentleman 
The  more  advanced  amongst  these  desired  to  oppose ;  for,  in  reality, 
demolishcrs  have  already  indicated  it  is  without  importance,  excepting 
their  final  object  That  amiable  in  so"  far  as  it  may  have  served 
citizen,  M.  Mottu,  for  instance,  has  to  cement  the  tnie  Roman  feeling 
been  good  enough  to  publicly  declare  amongst  the  Catholics.  The  ques- 
that  he  is  "  the  personal  enemy  of  tion  is  narrowing  itself  to  one  point 
Jesus  Christ ;"  and  the  others  take  — God  or  no  God  :  the  end  depends, 
the  same  view,  only  they  are  afraid  so  far  as  our  insufficient  reason  on- 
to own  it  just  at  present.  It  looks,  ablcs  us  to  judge,  on  the  political 
however,  as  if  their  time  would  future  of  the  country.  And  yet 
come — as  if  the  forcible  suppression  reason  is  useless  in  such  cases.  Men 
of  faith  in  any  form,  is  a  result  to  be  in  general,  and  Frenchmen  in  par- 
anticipated  in  France.  We  should  ticular,  have  decreed  a  good  many 
make  a  vast  mistake  if  we  supposed  times  already  that  they  see  no  use 
that  Popery  alone  is  to  be  cleared  in  God,  and  they  will  not  have  Him ; 
out,  and  if  we  consequently  allowed  but  those  men  get  shot  or  hung, 
our  Protestant  proclivities  to  lead  or  guillotined,  and  then  God  comes 
us  into  any  sympathy  with  the  back  again.  So  it  will  doubtless  be 
movement  If  the  Reds  ever  reach  this  time  again  in  France,  and  so 
the  top,  there  will  be  an  end  of  it  will  perhaps  be  at  Rome,  not- 
Churches ;  marriage,  paternity,  and  withstanding  all  the  seeming  pro- 
prayer  will  be  suppressed  by  law,  as  babilities  the  other  way. 
being  contrary  to  good  morals  and  The  causes  which  nave  contribu- 
te the  dignity  of  man.  We  saw  all  ted  to  place  France  where  she  is 
this  in  1702 :  we  shall  see  it  all  have  never  been  considered  in  the 
again  if  the  Conservatives  allow  French  press ;  they  are  but  rarely 
themselves,  as  seems  most  probable,  alluded  to  in  private  talk ;  and  it 
to  be  beaten  now.  Monarchy  and  is  easy  to  understand  that  M.  Thiers 
religion,  Republic  and  materialism,  has  no  desire  to  discuss  them  pub- 
are  growing  to  be  somewhat  syn-  licly.  It  is  extremely  handy  and 
onymous  expressions.   The  moderate  agreeable    to    call    everybody   bat 
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yourself  a  "traitor,"  and  to  heap  adoption  of  the  new  Array  Bill  which 
abuse  on  the  departed  Emperor ;  the  Imperial  Government  brought 
but  in  logic  anil  in  fact,  there  do  forward  after  Sadowa  had  rendered 
seetn  to  have  been  other  reasons  success  impossible;  France  was  ut- 
than  treason  and  incapacity  for  the  terly  unfit  to  fight  The  Emperor 
strange  events  of  the  last  two  years,  committed  the  monstrous  folly  of 
If  the  causes  of  these  events  had  declaring  war.  knowing.  as  ho  well 
disappeared,  if  it  were  impossible  did,  that  Germany  outnumbered 
that  they  could  occur  again,  they  him  by  at  least  two  to  one;  but  at 
would  then  belong  to  history  alone,  all  events  he  had  begged  the  Cham- 
and  could  not  be  ivjpirded  ;is  form-  her  to  give,  him  men,  and  the  Chant- 
ing part  of  the  present  situation,  ber  had  refused.  The  utterly  in- 
But  as,  on  the  contrary,  the  greater  sufficient  plan  of  the  Garde  Mobile 
part  of  them  continue  to  exist  in  was  onlv  adopted  because  it  w»s 
undiminished  force,  as  we  may  see  evident  that  no  larger  measure  would 
a  good  many  of  them  at  work  here-  be  carried.  The  debates  of  1S67 
after,  it  is  useful  to  try  to  put  a  show  how  the  then  Ministers  vain- 
name  upon  them,  so  that  we,  at  all  ly  implored  the  Corps  Lee/islatif  to 
events,  may  have  muiu-  id  en  wind  it  is  reorganise  the  army  on  a  large  foot- 
that  has  laid  France  so  low.  ing.  The  Opposition  proclaimed  that 
Materially,  Prussia  won  because  the  Emperor  wanted  to  increase  his 
she  had  most  men,  ami  becau.se  force  for  dynastic  purposes;  that 
they  were  well  commanded  and  there  was  no  possibility  of  danger; 
well  organised.  That,  however,  is  that  if  ever  danger  came,  the  entire 
the  small  side  of  the  question;  its  nation  would  rise  to  meet  it;  that 
real  interest  lies  in  the  reasons  of  every  Frenchman  would  become  a 
the  inferiority  of  France.  That  in-  soldier, — and  more  ranting  nonsense 
feriority,  so  far  as  we  can  trace  it,  of  the  same  sort.  The  majority 
resulted  from  its  vanity ;  from  its  shrank  from  facing  the  unpopu- 
spirit  of  opposition  to  every  Govern-  larity  to  which  a  vote  of  compulsory 
ment,  whatever  be  ils  name  or  ob-  service  would  have  exposed  it; 
ject;  from  its  odious  system  of  udu-  the  Chamber  left  France  utterly 
cation.  Other  subsidiary  motives  unprepared.  The  teaching  of  the 
lie  hidden  beneath  these  three;  but  I'niversity  had  stimulated  tho 
these  three  contain  the:  main  ele-  disposition  towards  this  vanity 
ments  of  the  truth,  and  they  all  and  this  love  of  opposition.  The 
subsist  to-day  as  vigorously  a.-,  before  narrowness  of  that  teaching,  its 
the  war.  France  supposed  herself  tendency  towards  abstractions,  the 
to  be  invincible.  The  nation,  as  utter  want  in  it  of  any  kind  of 
a  whole,  conscientiously  believed  conviction,  moral,  political,  or  rcli- 
in  the  promenade  d  llerliit.  When  gious,  had  worked  their  way  into 
news  of  failure  came  it  was  indig-  the  upper  classes,  and  had  destroyed 
nantly  denied,  not  only  at  the  be-  in  them  the  power  of  producing  un- 
ginning,  but  down  to  the  very  end,  selfish,  active  citizens.  So  long  as 
Every  General  was  to  lie  a  '■. saviour,"  the  University  continues  to  bo  in- 
ui.til  he  was  declared  a  "traitor;"  trusted  with  the  duty  of  making 
there  were  no  middle  tenns — for  Frenchmen,  so  long  will  Frenchmen 
vanity  counted  upon  success,  and  be  excitable,  and  preposterously  con- 
would  only  explain  its  absence  by  fident  in  attack,  disheartened  and 
imputing  dishonesty  to  those  who  recriminating  in  defeat.  Its  mono- 
wereunabletoattain  it.   Butthenon-  poly   of    teaching   did   not   produce 
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one  real  man  during  all  those  vast  for  the  other  subjects  mentioned, 
events.  Gambetta  was  the  only  one  exciting  as  they  are,  and  wild  as 
who  reached  the  surface ;  no  one  else  are  the  scenes  which  they  in  their 
appeared  either  to  aid  him  or  to  re-  turn  provoke  in  that  riotous  As- 
place  him.  The  reform  of  character  sembly,  do  not  carry  French  dep- 
must  begin  at  school.  If  boys  acquire  uties  to  the  pitch  of  furious  emo- 
no  convictions,  if  they  are  pushed  on  tion  which  is  produced  by  any 
towards  speculative  study  and  away  authoritative  expression  of  opinion 
from  practical  applications ;  if  vanity  as  to  the  permanence  or  the  sup- 
and  the  love  of  contradicting  every-  pression  of  the  Republic.  That, 
body  in  power,  from  an  usher  to  an  after  all,  is  the  great  homo  ques- 
empcror,  are  to  remain  unchecked, —  tion ;  that  underlies  all  the  rest,  and 
it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  grow  makes  all  else  turn  pale.  Budget, 
into  the  sort  of  men  who  alone  can  Army,  Peace  or  War,  Alliances,  or 
restore  their  country  to  the  place  Tariffs,  are  all  baby-play  compared 
which  she  has  lost.  They  must  to  the  prospects  of  Monarchy  or  of 
abandon  their  disposition  to  believe  Republic.  It  was  to  prepare  the 
in  nothing  that  is  disagreeable ;  they  way  for  a  new  monarchy  that  the 
must  compare  themselves  with  other  Right  voted  M.  Thiers  to  his  prc- 
peoplc ;  they  must  act  on  the  les-  sent  place ;  it  is  to  prevent  a  mon- 
sons  of  experience ;  they  must  asso-  archy  from  being  established  that 
ciatc  their  efforts  for  a  common  end,  the  Left  is  working  to  keep  him  in 
instead  of  devoting  them  to  indi-  it.  It  was  therefore  natural  enough 
vidual  ambitions.  But^  thus  far,*  that  the  Right,  where  the  "par- 
they  are  doing  nothing  of  the  kind,  ties  "  are  at  present  supposed  to  sit, 
Both  boys  and  men  arc  diligently  should  object  to  the  appellations  of 
pursuing  the  road  which  they  fol-  "incorrigible"  and  " powerless,"  and 
lowed  before  the  war,  just  as  if  no-  should  shout  at  an  attack  which  was 
thing  at  all  had  happened  to  in-  directed  against  them  alone  by  the 
spire  them  with  doubt  as  to  the  President  whom  they  elected;  and 
soundness  of  their  system.  Ideas  that  the  Left,  which,  theoretically, 
of  this  sort  arc  unpleasant,  so  the  contains  no  u  parties,"  because  it 
French  scarcely  ever  make  any  allu-  supports  the  Government  which  in, 
sion  to  them.  A  remodelling  of  should  clap  its  hands  with  satisfac- 
tho  entire  scheme  of  secondary  edu-  tion  when  M.  Thiers  informed  them 
cation  would  damage  so  many  in-  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  "parties" 
terests  and  upset  so  many  habits,  opposite  will  effect  nothing.  M. 
that  no  action  in  it  is  probable  at  Thiers  is  probably  quite  right  in  his 
present ;  and  yet  it  seems  to  be  in-  appreciation,  so  far  as  immediate 
dispensable,  if  the  next  generation  is  results  are  concerned  ;  but  the  cor- 
to  be  raised  to  a  higher  level  of  rectness  of  his  judgment  in  the  mat- 
principles  and  of  conduct  ter  does  not  comfort  the  wounded 
We  may  now  revert  to  the  last  Right,  which  originally  expected, 
point  of  M.  Thiers's  speech — the  al-  with  apparent  reason,  that  the  Pro- 
lusion to  "incorrigible  and  power-  sident  would  govern  with  and  by 
less  parties."  That  phrase  contains  them,  and  did  not  expect  that  he 
the  essence  of  the  political  situation,  would  adopt  the  amazing  principle 
M.  Thiers  pronounced  it  with  a  sort  of  working  with  no  side,  but  with 
of  unction,  as  if  it  came  from  the  all  sides — with  no  majority,  but 
bottom  of  his  heart  It  raised  the  with  scratch  supporters  who  vary 
Right  to  anger  and  the  Left  to  joy ;  every  day.     He   may  be  right  to 
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maintain  the  "Provisoire,"  but  ho  from  Bordeaux  ;  it  exhausted  all  its 
could  easily  do  that  without  con-  cohesive  power  as  soon  as  it  had 
stantly  offending  the  men  to  whom  spasmn'litalty  appointed  M.  Thiers 
he  owes  his  place,  and  who  certainly  to  he  head  of  the  Executive,  That 
did  not  put  him  in  it  to  bo  bullied  one  effort  was  made  because  it  was 
by  him  when  lit  got  there.  Now  that  indispensable  to  adopt  some  form  of 
he  no  longer  jiiirtiriil.irh' vt'iiiitsthein,  momentary  government  in  order  (a 
he  calls  them  ■'  parlies,"  incorrigible  obtain  peace  ;  but  directly  that  wan 
and  useless — and  they  do  not  like  done,  the  "parties"  began  opera- 
it.  With  us  the  won!  "  parly"  bears  tions  for  their  own  account,  each  in 
a  very  different  interpretation  from  its  own  direction,  each  struggling 
that  which  attaches  (o  it  in  France,  to  prevent  the  other  from  sueceed- 
With  us  it  hislorioally  belongs  to  all  ing.  One  after  another  their  chanced 
sides,  whether  in  or  out ;  in  France  faded.  The  Legitimists  might  possi- 
it  is  solely  applicable  to  people  who  My  have  tarried  their  Fifth  Henry, 
do  not  agree  with  the  form  of  govern-  if  they  had  dared  to  proclaim  him 
ment  which  may  happen  at  the  mo-  King  at  Bordeaux  ;  the  Orleanists 
ment  to  have  reached  the  top.  Be-  never  held  tho  same  opportunity, 
publicans,  whalever  be  their  shade,  but  they  have  muddled  away  what- 
have  temporarily  ceased  to  be  a  ever  force  they  had  by  hesitation 
"party,"  because  they  are  in  office:  and  inaction;  the  Imperialist!'  have 
that  designation  now  applies  to  kept  quiet  because  they  could  do 
Legitimists,  Orleanists,  and  Impe-  nothing  else,  limiting  their  subter- 
rialists  alone;  iridic  the  Thierists  rancan  efforts  to  upsetting  the  other 
and  the  whole  Left  are  supposed  to  two.  The  Republicans,  on  tho  con- 
represent  "  the  voice  of  France."  trary,  though  they  form  only  a 
This  arrangement  is  not  precisely  minority  in  the  present  Chamber, 
logical,  but  it  is  so  singularly  agree-  have  stifled  their  mutual  hates  and 
able  and  convenient  to  those  who  jcaloti-ies  (which  are  vigorous),  in  or- 
profit  by  it,  that  wo  naturally  find  der  to  stand  together  for  the  common 
it  vigorously  maintained  by  all  the  end  of  excluding  monarchy  in  every 
regimes  whiih  successively  get  up-  form.  Kuch  unity  as  they  possess, 
permosL  Even  the  Paris  Com-  can  never  be  attained  on  tho  other 
mune  called  the  Versaillais  a  "par-  side;  because,  if  neither  Orleanists, 
ty,"  as  if  the  word  were  an  insult  Legitimists,  nor  Imperialists  can  force 
and  a  disgrace  to  those  to  whom  it  their  way  to  place,  their  next  desire, 
is  addressed.  It  is  useful  to  insist  of  course,  is  to  prevent  their  neigh- 
on  tho  real  French  meaning  of  the  hours  from  doing  it  either.  So,  in 
appellation;  for  otherwise  it  might  fact,  they  help  to  keep  op  the  Re- 
not  be  quite  easy  to  comprehend  public  which  they  all  detest,  in  or- 
that  M.  Thiers' s  observation  to  the  der  that  a  monarchical  restoration 
Bight  was,  in  reality,  "My  Royalist  may  assume  no  other  form  than  their 
friends,  you  are  out  of  office,  and  I  own.  This  is  somewhat  like  the 
intend  to  keep  you  out."  conduct  of  our  old  friend  "the  dog 

If  they  could  (urn  him  out  in-  in  the  manger." 
stead,  they  would  do  it  without  It  looks  us  if  they  would  discover 
much  hesitation;  but  legislative  some  day  that  they  have  gone  on 
assemblies  cannot  act  without  a  too  long  with  this  "I  can't,  you 
majority,  and  there  is  no  majority  shan't,"  policy.  As  tho  Assembly  is 
at  Versailles  There  never  has  been  now  constituted,  it  notoriously  con- 
one  since  the  Chamber   came  away  tains  a  larger  number  of  Monarchists 
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(of  all  shades)  than  of  Republicans,  rivals,   would  forthwith  proceed  to 

The  latter  category — it  has  just  been  suppress  each  other  ?    Thus  far  they 

shown  that  "  party "  is  not  now  the  hold  together,    in  a  sort    of    way, 

word  to  use  when  speaking  of  the  because  they  are  not  the  masters, 

Left — has    somewhat    increased  its  because  their  situation  is  avowedly 

members  during  the  last  few  months,  and  essentially  provisional ;  but  the 

by  the  desertion  from  the  other  side  moment  they  got  a  regularly-estab- 

of   certain  deputies,  who  either  do  lished  constitutional  right  to  power, 

not  much  care  what  form  of  govern-  they    would     inevitably    begin    to 

ment  France  has,  or  who  have  ar-  quarrel   between  themselves    as    to 

rived  at  the  sensible  conviction  that,  the  precise  form  in  which  that  power 

though  the  Chamber  contains  three  should    be     exercised.       Socialism, 

distinct  elements,   out  of    which   a  Communism,    Moderatism,    and    all 

strong    monarchical  party  could  be  the  other  sects,  would  struggle  for 

formed,   those    elements  will  never  the  mastery,  and  would  prove  their 

unite;    and    that  it  is    consequent-  mutual     enmity    by    calling    each 

ly  useless   to  wait    any  longer  for  other  "parties.       Out  of  all  this  a 

present  movement  in  that  direction,  reaction  might   arise,   and,    though 

But,    notwithstanding  this,  the  He-  it  is  quite  useless  to  refer  to  pre- 

publicans  are  still  in  a  minority,  and  cedents  or  historical  experience  in 

could  not  carry  a  vote  proclaiming  a  country  where  surprises  are  more 

the  Republic  as  the  definite  form  of  probable    than    any   seeming    cer- 

constitution.     New   elections,    gene-  taintics,   it  does  not  look  unlikely 

ral   or   partial,  will,   however,   take  that  a  master  would  then  have  a 

place   at   some   time   or   other,    and  chance  of  getting  in. 

the  result  of    these    elections  may  At  the   same  time   it  cannot  be 

perhaps   be  to  send  up  so  large  a  denied  that,    if    the  Republic  were 

reinforcement  to  the  Left  side  of  the  able    to     assume     a      respectable, 

House,  that  it  may  suddenly  be  able  serious   form,    if    it   were   not   dis- 

to  impose  its  will  on  the  other  sec-  credited  and  disgraced  by  its  own 

tions.      It  is  because  the  Left  bo-  chiefs,    if    it  proceeded  wisely  and 

lieves  that  this  supposition  is  well  sedately  to  soothe  down  the  country 

grounded,   that  it  is  making  such  and    to   foster   confidence,  it  could 

desparatc  efforts   to  obtain    a    dis-  have  as  fair  a  prospect  of  durability 

solution.      It  counts  on  the  cxten-  as  any  other  system   which    could 

sion  of  Socialist  opinions  which  is  be    applied.     Abstractly,    there    is 

reported  to  have  taken  place  in  the  no  kind   of   reason   why  a   Repub- 

provinces,   especially  in   the   south,  lie    should   not  succeed.     The  diffi- 

to  win  many  seats  which  are   now  culty  is   to   prevent  its    serving,  as 

occupied  by  Royalists ;  and  the  gene-  it    has    always    hitherto    done,    as 

ral  impression  amongst  country  re-  an     occasion     for    insane     experi- 

sidents     is,    that    this     expectation  ments    in    social  questions,  and   for 

would  be  realised.     If  so,  the  Re-  the  assertion  of  personal  ambitions, 

public    would    bo    immediately  de-  The  theory  of  a  Republic  is  attrac- 

clared  for  the  fifth  or  sixth  time  to  tive ;     it    pretends    to    realise     the 

be  definitive,  imperishable,  one  and  dream   of    a  vast  nation  governing 

indivisible.     And   this  might  be,  in  itself     by    its    collective    wisdom, 

the  long-run,   the  very  best  thing  of  equality  of  rights  and  duties,  of 

that  could  happen  for  the  Monarch-  the   noble  virtues   which    republics 

ists;  for  who  can  doubt  that  the  alone    are    supposed    to    stimulate, 

Republicans,  having  suppressed  their  and    of    the    nigh-souled    thoughts 
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and  practices  which  liberty  and  had  their  turn  a  year  ago,  hut  they 
fraternity  are  said  hy  their  prornot-  did  not  know  it,  and  did  not  use  it. 
ers  to  necessarily  entail.  But,  in  The  country  had  then  no  time  to 
fact,  bo  far  as  we  hate  gone  yet,  think,  and,  an  a  whole,  it  went  for 
results  run  the  other  way.  French  representatives  of  pence  and  order. 
Republics  do  not  brhig  about  these  During  thi>  last,  twelve  months,  how- 
splendid  cun sequences ;  they  cause  ever,  there  has  been  a  considerable 
a  good  deal  of  disorder  and  sonio  change  in  public  opinion :  the 
killing,  and  they  have  always  ended  musses,  especially  in  the  rural  dis- 
thus  far  in  »  tyrant  Of  course  it  tricts,  still  want  tranquillity,  hut 
is  quite  possible  that  this  time  we  they  have  discovered  Bit  they  can 
may  look  on  at  a  success,  at  a  period  have  it  under  a  nominal  Republic, 
of  abnegation  :md  Self-sacriBcBj  when  They  have  learned  that  it  is  not  a 
everybody  acts  for  Franco  and  speeial  gift  of  a  Royalty  or  an  Em- 
forgets  himself— at  a  Chamber  (lis-  pire,  and  they  cannot  therefore  be 
cussing  wise  measures  with  the  cvpcctcd  to  vote  nest  time  against 
calm  of  Conscript  Fathers — at  M.  Republicans  because  they  are  sup- 
Thiers  voluntarily  descending  from  posed  to  represent  disorder.  That 
the  throne  of  "  1'rovisoire  the  First"  they  will  do  so  at  some  future  period 
— at  Gambctta  imitating  Oaribaldi,  is  very  likely,  but  that  will  only  be 
and  going  to  lite  at  St.  Helena.  iE  the  Republicans  deserve  it.  The 
All  this  is  possible,  and  if  it  were  to  Socialist  propaganda,  which  is  being 
happen,  the  Republic  might  be  really  actively  pushed  on  in  the  towns, 
founded;  hut  is  it  likely?  Are  and  even  in  (he  country  districts, 
we  not  rather  justified  in  suspecting  furnishes  another  reason  for  antici- 
that  it  will  wind  up  with  another  paling  not  only  that  the  present 
Monarch;  composition  of  the  Chamber  will  be 
Meanwhile  it  cannot  he  protended,  seriously  modified  by  new  elections 
even  by  the  most  eager  partisans  of  but  that  many  of  the  new  deputies 
any  one  of  the  three  Pretenders,  that  will  lie  Kcrl  enough  to  propose  niea- 
the  slightest  possibility  exists  of  a  sures  of  so  violent  a  nature  that  they 
Restoration  of  any  kind  before  a  will  thereby  upset  their  own  Repub- 
Republic  bus  been  seriously  tried,  lie,  and  will  so  reopen  the  door  which 
Accidents  may  occur,  unexpected  is  temporarily  closed  to  Monarchy, 
circumstances  may  smooth  away  ei-  But  how  and  when  will  the  new 
isting  difficulties,  hut,  as  the  facts  elections  take  place.  A  good  deal 
stand  now,  neither  the  Comte  do  depends  upon  the  answer  which 
Chambord,  nor  the  Comte  do  Paris,  time  may  give  to  that  grave  qucs- 
nor  the  ex-Emperor,  have  a  chance  tion.  If  the  Right  can  hold  its 
of  immediate  power.  On  the  con-  own,  they  will  be  staved  off  indo- 
trary,  all  seems  to  point  to  the  main-  finitely,  perhaps  even  until  the 
tenance  of  the  actual  system  until  Chamber  has  lived  through  its  five 
the  Chamber  shall  have  become  years  of  maximum  existence.  If 
Repuhlicun  enough  to  vote  for  a  per-  the  Left  can  impose  its  will,  they 
manent  Republic.  In  other  words,  will  come  off  at  once,  or,  at  all 
no  change  whatever  can  be  looked  events,  at  the  rate  of  one-fifth  (a 
for  until  after  the  next  elections;  hundred  and  fifty  deputies)  each 
and  thoso  ek-cri'iiis.  seem  likely  logo  year,  _Until  this  fundamental  diffi- 
against  the  -Monarchists,  and  to  con-  culty  has  been  dealt  with,  no  change 
vert  the  present  temporary  Republic  can  reasonably  be  expected ;  because, 
into  a  definitive  one.    The  "parties"  as   has   been    previously   explained, 
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there  is  at  present  no  majority  in  will  bring  about  the  inevitable  re- 

tho  Chamber  in  favour  of  any  one  of  action  which  is  the  product  of  all 

the  proposed   solutions.     The  read-  excesses,  and  then  we  may  expect  to 

ers  of   the  *  Times'  already  under-  see  another  monarch.     It  must  not, 

stand  the  position  of  this  clement  however,     be    imagined     that     the 

of  the  subject,  and  indeed  of  every  future  will  necessarily  develop  itself 

other  point  connected  with  the  po-  after  this  wise ;  it  may  take  a  variety 

litical  situation  of  Franco ;    for  the  of  other  forms  which  no  one  can 

letters  of  the  Paris  correspondent  of  now  foretell ;  but  this  one  seems  to- 

that  journal  have,  for  months  past,  day,  subject  to  what  to-morrow  may 

contained    the    most    masterly  and  bring  forth,    to   be    more  probable 

truthful  pictures  of  the  position.     It  than  any  other.     This  brings  us  to 

may  indeed   bo   said,  especially  by  the   curious   question,  who  will  be 

those  who  have  been  able  to  study  the  monarch  ? 

those  letters  on  the  spot,  and  to  Answers  to  wild  queries  such  as 
recognise  that  their  critical  exact-  these  can  only  be  based  on  specula- 
ness  is  equal  to  the  statesmanlike  tion.  There  arc  apparent  probabili- 
elevation  of  their  views,  that  they  tics  which  may  seem  to  indicate  one 
contain  the  entire  political  history  result  as  being  more  likely  than  an- 
of  the  country  day  by  day.  But  other;  but  the  causes  of  these  pro- 
there  arc  people  who  do  not  see  the  babilities  may  disappear ;  new  con- 
1  Times,1  and  who,  therefore,  need  ditions  may  arise ;  the  Republic  it- 
cxplanntions  which  can  only  be  self  may  last,  though  that  would  be 
given  here  in  a  far  less  striking  in  absolute  contradiction  to  what 
form.  For  that  motive  it  is  neccs-  past  experience,  and  the  genius  of 
sary  to  insist  on  the  importance  of  the  French  nation,  and  the  com- 
the  decision  which  may  be  adopted  putation  of  future  chances,  seem  to 
with  reference  to  the  new  elections ;  promise.  Still,  we  can  only  take 
not  that  postponement  would  have  things  as  they  are ;  we  can  only 
much  influence  on  their  result,  for  make  what  sailors  call  a  "doad- 
the  Royalists  are  far  more  likely  than  reckoning,"  based  on  wind  and 
the  Republicans  to  grow  weakened  drift  and  current,  with  no  cer- 
and  worn  out  by  waiting,  but  that  tain  element^  to  guide  our  calcu- 
the  period  at  which  the  present  form  lation.  It  is  only  by  the  balance 
of  government  will  cease  to  be  pro-  of  probabilities  that  we  can  arrive 
visional  depends  solely,  so  far  as  at  any  opinion  whatever;  it  is  by 
human  foresight  can  predict  events,  that  fluctuating  light  alone  that  we 
on  the  renewal  of  the  Chamber.  can  direct  our  expectations.  But 
If  these  views  should  turn  out  to  though  we  are  almost  groping  in 
be  correct,  France  has  beforo  her  the  dark,  we  carry  a  certain  sum  of 
three  periods  of  a  distinct  nature,  knowledge  with  us:  we  know  that 
The  first,  which  is  the  actual  if  France  does  accept  another  mon- 
"  Provisoirc,"  will  cease  as  soon  as  arch,  he  can  only  be  the  repre- 
new  elections  have  created  a  Re-  sentative  of  Orleanist,  or  Legitimist, 
publican  majority  in  the  Chamber,  or  Imperialist  pretensions.  We 
The  second  will  show  us  a  definite-  know—  so  far,  at  least,  as  anything 
ly  -  constituted  Republic,  which  can  be  laid  down  as  sure — that  no 
will  be  rapidly  torn  to  pieces  by  its  new  man  will  have  a  chance, 
own  supporters,  and  may  end  in  Franco  will  not  imitate  Greece  and 
another  Commune  far  more  subver-  Spain,  and  go  begging  for  a  king 
sive  than  its  predecessor.    The  third  all    over    Europe.      It    is    neither 
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Hohenzallern,  dot  Shot,  nor  Den-  indeed,  he  tMfcstoi  in  favour  of  the 
mark  which  will  supply  a  eandi-  chief  of  his  house,  and  publicly  de- 
date.  It  will  not  be  some  new  dares  that  he  will  not  accept  the 
Frenchman,  who  will  scramble  to  crown  whik>  the  Count  dc  Chambord 
the  throne  over  the  heads  of  his  is  alive.  Thus  far  he  has  made  no 
present  fellow-subjects  ;  for  if  that  sign  in  thitt  direction,  and  it  is  easy 
were  to  be  the  solution,  it  would  to  understand  tb:it  his  uncles  use  all 
have  dawned  already,  and  «c  should  their  influence  with  him  to  prevent 
be  able  to  suspect  the  coming  man.  his  taking:  a  step  which  would  vir- 
Thiers,  M'Mahon,  or  Gambetta  arc  tually  be  a  repudiation  of  their  own 
not  what  France  will  take;  and  father's  elevation  to  the  throne  forty- 
there  is  no  .>nc  vise.  We  relapse,  two  years  ago.  The  Count  de  Paris 
then,  forcedly,  if  the  Republic  seems  therefore  to  be  condemned 
should  break  down,  into  the  three  to  support  the  consequences  of  a 
pre-reigning  families.  What  are  false  posilion  which  ha  did  not  cre- 
their  respective  prospects?  ate,  and  to  either  stand  aside  until 

The  Count  dc  I'hambord   posses-  be  shall   become   the  direct  boir  of 

ses  an  advantage  which  in  our  eyes  all  the  Bourbons,  or  to  accept  the 

is  a   great  one,   and  which  even  in  verdict  of  universal  suffrage,   which 

France    is   not   without   some   little  is   the   negation   of  Legitimacy  and 

value  ;  he  represents  ■  principle,  and  the  invention  of  a  Napoleon, 

he.  stands   to  it.      But   whatever  be  The    ex-Emperor    can    appeal    to 

the   moral   merit  of  his   position,   it  nothing   bid   the   recollection  of  the 

cannot  be  pretended  that  it  enables  order  which  existed  and  of  the  large 

him  to   exercise  the   slightest  infill-  profits   which  were  made  while   he 

ence  over  the  mass  of  the  population,  was  master,  and  to  the  promise  that 

The  people,  as  a  whole,  either  mis-  he   "will  do   better  next  time."     A 

trust  him  or  do  not  cure  about  him.  good  many  people  fancy  that  these 

He  seems  to  them  to  impersonate  an  two  arguments  will  suffice,  someday, 

old-fashioned  epoch  of  their  history  to  bring  him  back  again.      Perhaps 

— to  correspond  to  no  modern  wants  they  will ;    but  a  good  many  other 

— torepreMtit  no  actual  necessities,  people   assert   that   it  would  be  an 

Personally   lie   is   almost  unknown,  incfliicenblc    disgrace    for  Franco   to 

He  has  not,  like  the  I  Mentis  Princes,  accept  him,  and  that  if  ever  he  re- 

the  reputation  of  a  gallant  soldier;  turned,    he   would    be   assassinated 

he  has   not,  like  the  late  Emperor,  within   a   week.      "The    Napoleonic 

the  right  to  say  that  he  has  already  Legend  "  has  been  terribly  disligured 

given    France    material    prosperity,  by  the  German   War;    "the  heir  of 

His  name  awakens  no  sentiment  in  victory,  the  man  of  fate,"  has  indeed 

this  generation,  for  Divine  Right  has  lost  his  prestige  of  twenty  years  ago, 

become  an  ancient  dream  to  a  raee  and   it   is   difficult   to  conceive  how 

which  cares  only  for  practical  satis-  he  is  to  regain  the  moral  ascendancy 

factions.  without   which    men   cannot   reign, 

The  Count  de  Paris,  while  his  To  the  old  hates  which  date  from 
cousin  lives,  must  rest  his  claim  on  the  coup  tl'rtiit  are  added  the  intense 
popular  preference  alone ;  he  can  in-  disgusts,  the  mortal  rancours,  which 
voko  no  other  argument  in  favour  the  defeat  of  Franco  has  raised, 
of  his  pretensions.  Louis  Philippe  There  may  be,  indeed  there  is,  in- 
was  content  to  reign  on  that  one  justice  in  the  bitter  loathing  which 
condition  ;  bis  grandson  cannot  the  very  name  of  Buonaparte  pro- 
escape  from  its  inheritance ;  unless,  vokes   to.day   in    so   many   hearts ; 
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there  is  exaggeration  in  the  blame ;  Thiers ;  and  as  it  is  impossible  to 

there  is  folly  in  the  imputation  to  determine  what  another  might  have 

one  single  man  of  the  errors  which  effected  in  his  stead,  it  is  fair  to  own 

a  whole  nation  shared;  but  what-  that    he    has    not   managed  badly, 

over  be  the  arguments  on  the  other  His  faults  are  palpable ;  his  queru- 

side,  the  feeling  against  the  Emperor  lous,  aggressive  vanity  offends  even 

is  indisputable  and  almost  universal,  his  best  friends  ;  his  obstinate  Pro- 

And  yet  that  feeling,  violent  as  it  tectionism  alienates  the  goodwill  of 

is,   may   suddenly    disappear ;    one  England,  and  leads  him  to  the  de- 

of  those  incomprehensible  reactions  nunciation  of  the  commercial  trea- 

which  occur  in  popular  opinion  may  ties ;  he  governs  in  defiance  of  all 

spring  up  in  France,  and  the  pro-  known    principles    of    relationship 

script  of  to-day  may  be  the  elected  between    President    and   Chamber ; 

sovereign  of  to-morrow.*   It  rs  im-  his  all-absorbing  ambition  to  be  at 

possible  to  imagine  how   so  appa-  last  looked  upon  as  a  real  general, 

rently  impossible  a  result  is  to  be  prompts  him  to  brag  madly  about 

brought  about,  but  still  there  floats  "his"  army,  and  thereby  arouse  the 

in  the  air  an  indefinable  vague  im-  bitterest  mistrust  of  Germany  ; — but, 

pression  that  the  empire  will  come  with  all  these  mistakes,  and  many 

back.     How,  or  when,  or  why,  no  others  too,  ho  has  done  great  thing* 

one  can  suggest ;  but,  at  the  bottom  for  France.     Ho  took  her  in  hand 

of  their  hearts,  the  mass  of  French-  when  she  was  very  ill,  and  though 

men,  despite  their  rage,  hide  a  secret  he  has  not  found  remedies  for  her 

fancy  that  that  will  be  the  end.    If  organic  diseases,  he  has,  at  all  events, 

the  failure  of  the  Republic  should  diminished    some   of    their    gravest 

force  France  to  select  another  form  symptoms,  and  has  cured  the  greater 

of  government,   it  is  perhaps  more  part  of  the  subsidiary  complications 

probable  that  the  Filysec  will  lodge  which   sprang  up  during  the  acute 

Napoleon  than  either  of  his  rivals ;  period   through  which   the  country 

but    he    would    indeed    be    a  cun-  has  had  to   pass.      His  name  will 

ning  man  who  could  now  predict  occupy  a  place  in  history  ;  and  when 

the  means  by  which   ho  is  to  get  the  littleness  and  the  petty  struggles 

there.  of  to-day  have  faded  in  the  distance, 

Meanwhile,   pending   the  solution  posterity    will    probably  accord    to 

of  these  complicated  questions,  the  him   the   title  of  an  able  governor 

place  is  occupied    by   M.   Adolphe  and  a  great  citizen. 
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Thought  of  the  Gladstone  Minis-  lence.  The  incident  has  been  piti- 
try  has  recalled  an  old  epigram  and  lessly  commented  on  in  the  'Satur- 
the  lady  of  whom  it  was  said  that  day  Itevicw,'  and  we  will  not  chafe 
there  was  no  living  with  her  or  witli-  the  sore ;  but  we  fear  greatly  that 
out  her.  Although  (ho  business  of  as  the  unnatural  schism  increases 
the  country  is  becoming  day  by  day  between  Mr,  <  iladslone  mid  his  own 
more  embarrafrseil  for  lack  of  wise  flesh  and  blood,  scandals  may  occur 
management,  we  cannot  convenient-  calculated  to  bring  all  authority  into 
ly  dispense  with  the  authors  of  our  contempt.  Where  consanguinity  is 
difficulties.  The  sentence  of  the  so  extensive  it  is  impossible  that  a 
nation  seems  to  have  been  deter-  family  buck -basket  can  suffice  for  the 
mined  on,  hut  the  pronouncing  of  tribe,  so  some  of  the  washing  must 
the  judgment  is  deferred.  It  is  not  be  put  out,  to  the  great  detriment 
for  Ministers'  sakes,  nor  because  of  public  decency.  Thus  it  ia  im. 
they  are  indispensable  to  our  well-  possible  to  throw  a  screen  over  the 
being  that  they  remain  Ministers,  dirty  linen ;  yet  wo  would  fain,  if 
but  because  they  have  involved  us  we  cannot  make  the  Minister  re- 
in such  a  labyrinth  of  blunders  that  met  himself,  sec  his  office  protected 
nobody  at  the  present  moment  can  from  the  open  outrage  of  the  mob. 
see  a  way  out,  and  the  inevitable.  It  may  be  Dial  Ibis  last  attention  of 
perplexities  may  more  justly  fall  to  Mr.  Guedalla  and  his  rout  will 
them  than  to  others.  The  contin-  awaken  Mr.  Gladstone  to  ■  sense  of 
ued  possession  of  office  will  hardly  the  pollution  which  one  contracts 
be  represented  ay  a  mark  of  confl-  by  descending  into  the  gutter.  For 
donee  by  their  most  bigoted  adhe-  aught  wo  know,  the  illusion  that 
rent.  Opinion  has  ripened  very  this  is  a  decent  or  a  profitable  feat 
rapidly  of  late.  Section  after  section  may  already  be  clearing  away  from 
of  the  community  lias  been  obliged  the  Premier's  eves,  and  wo  can  ima- 
to  relinquish  its  belief  in  our  pre-  gine  him  addressing,  in  Trinculo's 
tcntious  rulers  ;  and  there  can  be  vein,  some  onu  of  his  more  favoured 
but  few  who  have  not  come  round  satellites,  "  Bealos,  1  do  smell  all 
to  our  opinion  thai  Mr.  Gladstone  is  ammonia,  at  which  my  nose  is  in 
a  failure.  The  evidence  by  which  great  indignation."  And  then  to 
this  is  proveil  is,  however,  by  no  think  that  this  is  only  the  beginning 
means  agreeable  to  us.  If  we  think  of  the  family  jars — that  hundreds 
the  Minister  may  have  only  his  well-  of  ambitious  souls,  Bred  by  having 
earned  reward,  we  eannot  but  grieve  heard  Mr.  Guedalla  receive  the  thanks 
to  see  the  offhc  subjected  to  degra-  of  the  committee,  will  seek  to  win 
dation  through  the  indiscretion  of  similar  honour  by  similar  means, 
the  holder.  When  we  heard  of  the  To  think  of  what  Mr.  Gladstone,  the 
insults  which  had  been  aimed  at  Mr.  fastidious  scholar,  the  man  of  reflne- 
Gladstone  by  the  delegates  forming  ment,  the  "clear  spirit"  to  whom 
the  committee  for  conducting  the  admiration  is  as  the  breath  of  his 
opposition  to  the  Government  Parks  nostrils,  may  have  to  suffer  in  sight, 
Bill  we  felt  humiliated  by  ibe  know-  in  hearing,  in  sentiments,  when  the 
ledge  that  the  First  Minister  of  the  lawless  and  the  vile,  with  whom  he 
Crown  could  have  laid  himself  open  has  east  in  his  lot,  shall  be  prompt 
to  such  coarse   and   cowardly  inso-  to   afflict   him  I     We    are   "  wae   to 
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think    upon    yon"   indignities,    e'en  only  as  an  expositor,  but  as  a  person 

for  his  sake.     0  Plebs,  difficult  but  able  to  act  as  discreetly,  firmly,  and 

not   inscrutable    Plebs  I    from   how  promptly  as   he  can  speak   forcibly 

many  chilled  hearts  has  thy  fickle-  and   agreeably.      Neither   is    it  the 

ness  wrung  tears  of  blood !    On  how  hearers  only  who  are  apt  to  make 

many  devoted  suitors  hast  thou,  after  this   mistake.     The    eloquent    man 

accepting  their  gushing  compliments  himself,  soon  persuaded  of  his  abili- 

and    professions,    turned    in    fierce  ties,    may   think    that    they   would 

wrath   and  in  demonstrative  vulgar  lead  him  to  success   in  any  line  to 

scorn  !      How    many  who    thought  which  he  may  choose  to  direct  them, 

they  had   penetrated   too   near  thy  From    this   cause   come  mismanage- 

heart,  hast  thou,  not  altogether  un-  ment,  vacillation,  timid  action,  com- 

disccrning  or  unrighteous,  made  wise  plications,    quarrels  ;  for   from    this 

and  miserable  in  a  moment  by  thy  cause   it  is   that   mere   talking-men 

sudden  caprice !  are  allowed   to  lay  hands  upon  the 

helms  of  States.      A  statesman,  pro- 

-Thou  many-hejulorf,  monger  thine,  »)erly  so  called,  is,  in  a  free  country, 

T.    Oh,  w  ho  would  wish  .to  bv ,  thy  king?"  *      /            ,,             '       n.   .      .  .      ,    .J* 

°  made  greatly  more  efficient  by  being 

or  thy  William  V  able  to  speak  well ;  but  talking  is 
In  presence  of  the  blunders,  in-  not  his  primary  qualification.  We 
consistencies,  divisions,  confusions,  repeat,  then,  that  we  think  his  gift 
and  neglects  with  which  we  are  of  speaking  has  been  a  curse  to  Mr. 
afllictcd  inwardly  in  our  domestic  Gladstone.  Let  a  reader,  who  may 
affairs,  and  outwardly  in  our  foreign  think  otherwise  just  consider  whe- 
relations,  it  is  sad  to  reflect  on  what  thcr,  if  Mr.  Gladstone  had  been 
Mr.  Gladstone  might  have  been  to  us  without  this  gift,  it  was  possible  for 
if  he  had  understood  his  vocation,  any  person  to  have  imagined  him 
It  is  written  of  the  great  Cardinal  de  eligible  for  the  business  of  a  states- 
Richelieu  that  he  cared  for  no  man's  man — of  a  leading  statesman !  Sure- 
opinion  as  to  his  ability  in  state-  ly  not ;  for  Mr.  Gladstone,  his  book- 
craft,  knowing  full  well  how  he  ex-  learning  notwithstanding,  is  more 
celled  therein ;  but  that  he  listened  unacquainted  than  the  generality  of 
nervously  to  criticisms  on  his  poems,  us  with  the  people  whom  he  aspires 
having  a  great  desire  to  excel  in  to  govern.  He  has  lived  always  in 
that  art  also,  but  being  doubtful  a  world  of  his  own,  whorein  such 
of  his  achievements.  In  like  man-  things  are  only  recognised  as  are 
ner,  Mr.  Gladstone,  if  he  had  been  agreeable  to  his  own  theories,  and 
content  to  remain  a  student  and  con-  where  things  which  are  abomina- 
fesscdly  (as  he  is  in  reality;  i/nper-  tions  to  him,  arc  as  though  they 
it  us  rtruttij  might  have  had  a  mind  were  not  He  regards  the  world  in 
at  ease  as  to  his  power  and  attain-  which  we  live  quite  differently  from 
ments  ;  but  he  would  fain  be  a  the  great  majority  of  its  inhabitants  ; 
statesman  ;  and  hence  the  irritations  and  consequently,  he  is  for  ever 
and  mortifications  by  which  he  is  running  counter  to  their  ideas  and 
daily  exercised.  Incontinence  of  wishes,  and  incurring  their  censure 
speech  has  been  his  curse.  There  and  dislike.  Mr.  Gladstone  is  in  a 
seems  to  be  a  proncness  in  human  falso  position,  and  unfortunately  it 
nature  greatly  to  overate  the  j>ower  is  in  this  false  position  that  he  gen- 
of  talking  glibly  on  all  manner  of  erally  comes  under  our  observation, 
subjects ;  a  pronencss,  that  is,  to  We  have  every  wish  to  do  justice 
accept  the  talker  not  only  for  what  to  his  talents,  his  industry,  and  to 
he  is,  but  for  what  he  is  not ;  not  a  desire  which  he  is  said  to  feel  of 
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regenerating;  the  world  after  some  present  rulers.  We  hove  not  yet 
pattern  or  other  (and  n  mighty  <.pieer  a.rri\  nl  at  positions  pouring  in  from 
world  his  rifarimenta  would  be);  all  sides  against  Her  Majesty's  ad- 
but  as  a  Minister,  and  a  most  unsne-  risers,  nor  at  a  genera!  excitement; 
cessful  and  misguided  one,  we  must  but  the  people  will  certainly  not 
do  justice  to  him  also.  To  see  him,  continue  silent  once  tbe  Alabama 
Actteon-like,  beset  by  the  bounds  to  entanglement  shall  be  seen  to  ap- 
whom  he  has  made  himself  cheap,  proacli  solution.  Wo  doubt  whe- 
is  most  painful  to  us,  not  with  stand-  ther  the  'Times, '  notwithstanding 
ing  that  it  fulfils  our  expectation;  its  tall  talk,  would  relish  an  appeal 
anil  we  would  gladly  join,  as  wo  to  the  constituencies;  on  our  side, 
think  would  every  true  Conserva-  we  could  throiv  ourselves  upon  tbe 
tivo,  in  shielding  ihe  Minister  from  country  with  the  greatest  confidence, 
these  indignities,  and  in  legislating  How,  then,  can  the  Opposition  bo 
for  the  repression  of  their  authors,  exceptionally  weak*  It  is  the 
if  only  the  Minister  would  show  Government  who,  with  all  their 
proper  respect  for  himself  and  his  following  in  tbe  House,  arc  really 
office,  and  treat  the  dn'gs  of  society  weak  and  halting,  and  whoso  reten- 
as  they  deserve  to  bo  treated.  tion  of  power  becomes  daily  more 
It  can  be  no  comfort  to  Mr.  Glad-  and  more  precarious.  That  the 
stone,  amid  his  perplexities,  to  hear  Administration  has  been  wrecked 
that  his  native  county,  which  he  by  its  own  incapacity  and  folly, 
slumped  to  su'h  little  purpose  three  rather  than  by  attacks  of  the  Con- 
j'.nd  a  half  years  since,  has  opened  servafivo  party,  we  aro  ready  to  ad- 
her  anus  cordially  to  his  rival.  The  mit;  but  we  assert  that  its  self-de- 
1  Times,'  always  install  to  detract  struction  was  a  thing  easy  to  fore- 
front an  achievement  of  Mr.  Dis-  see,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
raeli's,  has  commented  crabbedly  on  highly  inexpedient  to  waste  powder 
this  honour  done  to  the  "chief  of  and  Knot  upon  *it  when  the  end 
the  weakest  Opposition  which  the  could  be  better  iittaincd  by  giving  it 
country  has  know  n  fir  many  years"  plenty  of  rope.  We  do  not,  how- 
— the  meaning  of  this  disparaging  ever  see  how  this  policy  can  be 
language  appearing  to  be,  that  what-  thought  to  indicate  weakness,  unless, 
ever  eccentricity  Lancashire  may  as  perhaps  the  'Times'  believes, 
indulge  in,  none  need  expect  to  see  continued  noise  and  demonstration 
a.  Conservative  majority  in  the  are  necessary  to  real  strength.  No 
House  of  Commons.  At  the  pre-  Opposition  was  ever  more  forbearing 
sent  moment  it  would  no  doubt  ba  than  the  present  Opposition  has 
difficult  for  Mr.  Disraeli  to  lead  a.  been — that  is  true;  out  it  is  also 
majority  of  the  House,  except  on  true  that  to  no  Opposition  did  the 
some  question  of  extraordinary  in-  popular  mind  ever  in  so  short  a 
tcrest ;  but  the  '  Times,'  when  in  time,  and  with  such  hearty  will, 
another  mood,  would  tell  ua  that  return.  The  weakness  of  which  the 
Parliamentary  majorities  aro  mere  'Times'  iB  so  contemptuous,  is  a 
nought  unless  supported  by  the  weakness  which  it  would  be  do- 
goodwill  of  the  people,  the  only  lighted  to  secure  for  its  untoward 
true  source  of  power.  Viewed  by  clients,  who  lead  it  into  such  a  wil- 
the  light  of  this  maxim,  Mr.  Dis-  derness  of  inconsistency  and  tax  its 
raeli's  reception  in  Manchester  is  of  ingenuity  so  much — one  day  drawing 
very  great  sigiiilicaiice  indeed.  It  fmm  it  the  ^rarest  apprehensions  as 
is  one  of  a.  vast  number  of  indica-  to  the  perils  into  which  the  nation 
tions  that  the  country  is  tired  of  its  is  being  led,  and  the  next  extract- 
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ing  an  opinion  that  any  other  Min-  canic  disturbance,  a  man's  habita- 
isters  than  the  present  are  not  to  be  tion  is  seen  with  all  its  joints  ob- 
thought  of.     If  the  'Times'  wants  lique,  its  props  and  pillars  at  a  dan- 
evidence  as  to  which  party  is  really  gerous  angle  with  the  vertical,  its 
weak,  wo  would  simply  refer  it  to  centre  of    gravity   overhanging    its 
its  own  leaders,  where  proofs  of  a  base,  and  its  fall  prevented  only  by 
ruinous  policy  being    pursued   are  the    hold    of   the    uprights  in  the 
but  feebly   counteracted  by  trans-  ground.      If,    in    such    a    state  of 
parent  attempts  at  "  bolstering  up,"  things,  there  be  persons  who  first 
or  by  pointless  sneers  at  the  Oppo-  bring  up  shores  and  braces  to  pre- 
sition.  vent  the  wreck  from  going  furtner, 
Again,  the  *  Times'  decrees  itself  and  who  then,  by  a  judicious  appli- 
a  triumph,  because,  except  in  regard  cation  of  counter-force,  succeed  in 
to  sanitary  matters  (not  an  unim-  restoring  equilibrium  in  the  edifice, 
portant  subject  by  the  way)  it  can  no  intelligence  can  be  so  dull  (unless 
detect    promise    of    nothing    sensa-  there  chance  to  be  a  special  corre- 
tional    in    the    Conservative    pro-  spondent   of    the    *  Times'    at    the 
gramme  as  announced  by  Mr.  Dis-  place)  as  not  to  recognise  the  value 
raeli.     This  is  nesting  season,  and  of    the  service   so  rendered.     Now 
the  l  Times,'  early  afield,  seems  to  it  is  precisely  similar  service  which 
have  stumbled  upon  a  palpable  dis-  the  Conservative  party  renders  to 
covcry.     Let    those    who    trust    in  the    State.     Wild    forces    breaking 
the  l  Times '  make  much  of  the  un-  loose,  or  set  loose  by  reckless  hands, 
usual    ingenuity.     But    those    who  rudely  undermine  or  press  upon  the 
know    what    Conservatism    means,  edifice,  which,   strained  out  of  the 
know  that  we  do  not  deal  in  earth-  perpendicular,   maintains   its  integ- 
quakes    and    volcanoes;     that    our  rity   by   only  the   hold   which  for- 
vocation  is  to  control  and  guide  the  tunately  its  foundations  have  in  the 
furious  powers,  not  to  rouse  them  soil.     The    Conservative    party  are 
and  let  them  loose  regardless  of  the  they    who,    knowing    the    dangers 
wreck  and  ruin  they  may  cause,  so  that  lie  hid  in  popular  excitement 
they  but  serve  our  temporary,  fac-  and  emeutes,  prevent  these  if  they 
tious  ends.     We  do  not  promise  a  can ;  who,  if  prevention  be  impos- 
pyrotechnic  demolition  of  a  Church,  sible,  adjust  and  steady  the  fabric 
or  a  raid  upon  property,  or  a  grand  once  more  after  it  has  been  bent 
international    muddle    which    shall  and    shaken.       Conservative    work 
excite  apprehension  to  the  highest  during  the  last  three  years  has  been 
pitch.     We    have    nothing  of    this  to  prevent  the  mad  destruction  of  a 
thrilling  character ;  wo  do  not  even  Protestant  Church ;  to  stave  off  an- 
advertise    cheap   efficiency,    conver-  archy   in   Ireland;    to    uphold    the 
sion  to  the  opinions  of  Mr.    Brad-  rights  and  the  honour  of  England 
laugh,   or  a  possible    precipitation,  against  the  aggressions  of  foreign 
"  for  many  good  reasons,"  of  our  en-  powers ;  to  maintain  the  Royal  Fa- 
lightened  supporters  on  the  railings  mily  on  the  throne;  to  keep  down 
of  Hyde  Park.     Our  policy,   as   is  communism;     and     to     hold     the 
well  known,  is  not,  and  never  has  empire    together.      Prevention    has 
been,  sensational.     And  yet  we  have  been,    to    a    great    extent,    impos- 
a    very  clear,   intelligible    duty    to  sible,    so    violent    was  the    assault 
perform.     In  those  countries  where  upon .  everything    established ;    but 
houses  are  for  the  most  part  built  now  that  the  people  is  calm  again, 
of  wood,  it  frequently  happens  that  and  beginning  to  survey  the  wreck 
through  some  atmospheric  or  vol-  with  some  feeling  of  astonishment 
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and  remorse,  it  will  lie  the  duty  of  considering  him 

the  Conservative;    to  euro  the  mis-  *'-'nijtive    "r    v"' 

chiefs  which  a  Libera!  Government  ™wras   fcTv 

could  create  but  could  not  control,  is.    {Cheers.1 

In  the  name  of  all  that   is   reason-  are  accused 
ahle,  will    it    n!>t    he    a    programme 
large  enough,  and    distinct    enough, 

if  the  Conservatives  set  themselves  L.,., 

to  salve  the  wounds  which  Mr.  Iliad-  -rum U  meun!  n   policy  which  ft 

Stone's  Governriietit   has   indicted  on  or   menace  every  institution  and  every 

the    Commonwealth  ?       Nay,    'twere  i»lcre*t,    i'Vltj   thiss    ami   every   mllijig 

immortal  honour  to  him  who  should  ^,!rlr:;^1,,ll!",1'-V„l{   ^V  ha?e    "policy 

be   able   only  to    unravel    that    last  Wii!i  dl-iinet   end-,   and    the.e  Mich  i« 

idiotical  web,  the  American  Treaty  ;  most   deeply  interest   Hie  £reat  body  of 

and  if  to  the  back  of  this  an   ellee-  u"'    ""'ion.  l"-'   a   Uiroiuin.K   pmnTaiouie 

.„„!  check  c.n  „.  p,c,,  ...  II™.  £  J.S''""^"^  'SS^iTa 

Rule,  to  Irish    lawlessness,  to    l.ng-  ,,,„,   „Wl„h^   i,,.,,.   ,.,r  elsewhere,   I 'shall 

llsh      Republicanism,    to      Cotmmm-  ntwuvs    he    prepared   tn   tissert    and    to 

ism,  and    to    ilTcligion,  is    there  not  'imlh-nic.      (Cheers.)      Gentlemen,    Die 

goodly  work  toward?     Prolamine,  P"'-'™""'."   '■;<   "»-'  <'»>-.'  "■<•-"*  P»n.v 

blunders  of  the  Ka. Ileal  A'luiirustra- 

tion  if  the  list  be  not  (oo  much  for  . 

patience  : —prerogative,      law-break-  ,    further  on  in  his  speech  the  right 

ing,  fatal  inconipctency  in    the    Ad-  hon-    K^itferaan    commented    in     a. 

miralty,  toleration    of    the    seditious  sl™1"    that  will    now  ho   responded 

and    worthless,  fatuous    mismanage-  to  by  the  country,  on  the  policy  and 

inent  of  foreign  aft  airs,  mid  the  long  act*  of  t!ic  present  Administration, 

tale  of   troubles    to  which  wo  have  wlucn  »°  doubt  has  a  programme  ;— 

at  length  become  alive— and  read  in 

the  alleviation  Of   these  the  appoint-         "Ucnllemen,    I   cannot,    pretend    that 

,d  work  of  the  C„n,„T,tir  P.,..v  ^Mg£A»£  "| 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  that  hvar)  At  home,  ut  u  period  of  im- 
party,  though  it  would  be  ready  to  mcn»e  prosperity,  with  a  people  con- 
take  office  at  the  country's  call,  and  tented  :,n<!  naturally  leynl,  wo  And  to 
with  proper  assurance  of  support,  '"."'  ""'"I "'*;•'  H"~  "'"*'  <-x1rayi,..a„t  do,... 
,       r      '    ...     ,.           ,,.                    !'  trim  •    |iro[',--i,d,    ■ml     III'1    f  uii.liuii.  I  ':■ 

makes   no  bid    for  ofhee  as    the  re-  ,„-„„.;,,',.,  „,  ,„,,.  „„,.,  v.bllJ.,i,|,.  i(1.,ii„- 

muneratton    for    any    service   which  turn-   inn. neaicd,  mid   that  too  by  per- 

it     may    perfortn.        In    oflico    or    in  Bonn  of   some   authority.     (Hear,  bear.) 

opposition     its    endeavours    will     he  gentlemen,   this   sPolline;   inron.j.-L. .„,.y 

it...  -„..,.— nan. ,.|y.  1..  n.nul    .r  .„..  ',  .  ,  ;   ,",      -,  '    '_   ,'// 

dtfy   the    very    serious   evils    which  A.lmmisir.nion   »Us  f...rnieil.    It  is  the, 

are  at    this  moment   threatening    us  lir-t     hi- In  nee    In    my  knowledge   of   a 

from  various  quarters.      Mr.  Disraeli  Kriti-li    Adiniiiistmtioii    i,ii,;;  avowedly 

said  at  Manchester  something  worthy  fanned  on  n  principle  of  violence.  ... 

of  repetition  on  this  head.     It  was  ,^Ji  'u'/Jt  "it  'r' hey "hi' s  "ore  the 

this: —  prosperity  of   Ireland   end   the  content- 
ment  of    Irishmen    was    a    policy    of 

"Our  opponent*   assure   M    that   the  aacrilcfiu  and  confiscation.     (Cheers.)" 
Conservative    par         have    110     political 

program  roe    (chcon) ;     and,    therefore,         ..     ,.  ,      ,     ,    .  , 

tliev  must  look  vutli  iiineh    siLiisiiiHiod  "e    #«>"    P"*  »  short    sketch   of 

to  one  whom  yoa  honour  to- night  by  the   history   of    Fenianisru,  and    in 
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connection  therewith  eulogised  the  possible  to  the  sad  entanglements 

zeal    and    ability  of    the  lamented  and  difficulties    in  which    we  find 

Lord  Mayo,  taking  the  opportunity  ourselves  at  present     We  cannot; 

to  remind  his  hearers  that  the  con-  however,    omit    an     expression    of 

stituencies  were  appealed  to,  to  vote  satisfaction  at  Mr.  Disraeli's  remarks 

against  the  Government  which  had  upon  the  Dissenters'  attack  on  the 

made  so  unfit    an  appointment  as  Education  Act,  and  the  well-deserved 

that    of    Lord    Mayo  to  the  Vice-  praise  which  he  bestowed  on   the 

royalty  of  India!     The  Fenian  con-  educational  efforts  of  the  clergy  and 

spiracy,  was,  we  know,  put  down  by  members  of  the  Established  Church, 

Lord  Derby's  Government ;  and  we  as  his  observations  on    this    head 

now  learn  from    Mr.    Disraeli   that  harmonise  entirely  with    what    we 

the  policy  which   that  Government  wrote    on    the    same    subject    last 

would  have  pursued  toward  Ireland  month.     Neither  can  we  pass  over 

was  a  policy  which   should  largely  two  remarkable  statements  worthy 

develop  Ireland's  material  resources,  the  very  best  attention  of  a  country 

There  were  also  one  or   two  other  desirous  of  remaining  in  a  condition 

subjects    of    a    different  character  of  honourable  peace.     One  is  that 

which    the    Conservative    Govern-  the  Crimean  War  would  certainly 

ment  would    have  endeavoured    to  never  have  happened  if  Lord  Derby 

settle  for  Ireland  if  it  had  remained  had  remained  in  office  in  1852;  the 

in  oilice: —  other  is,  that  if  our  Ministers  had 

held    to    the  declaration  which   in 

"But,"  continued  Mr.  Disraeli,  "we  the  first  instance  they  instructed  Mr. 

were  destined  to  quit  it,  and  we  quitted  ()do    Kussell     to     make    to    Prince 

it  without  a  murmur.    (Cheer*  )     The  Bismark   at   the  end  of   1870,    the 

policy  of  our  successors   was  dilierent.     r>..  „.: /1 *  j 

'l'heir  speciflc  was  to  despoil  Churches  Ru»»n  Government  was  prepared 

and  to  plunder   landlords  (hear,  hear) ;  to     withdraw     from      the     position 

and  what  hart  been  the  result?     iSodi-  which   it   had   rashly   taken.      The 

tion   rampant  (hear,  hear),  treason   thin-  Crimean  War   and    our   humiliation 

ly    veiled    (cheers)     and     whenever    a  cij?nteen  Ill0nths  ago  are  things  past 

vacant v  occur*  in  the  representation,  a  "    .               .      "    ft        *    ,  .* .  !*•■• 

candidate   is   returned   pledged    to  the  P™ymg  against  now ;  but  it  is  not 

disruption  of  the  realm.    (Hear,  hear.)  too  late  to  learn  a  lesson  as  to  the 

Her  Slujcsty's  new  Minister*  proceeded  results  which  bungling  and  coward- 

in  their  career  like  a  body  of  men  under  \y  governments  are   pretty  sure  to 

the  influence  of    some  delirious    drug,     k  •.;„     lia     *A     „:„      1  *:.jLi      i 

Not  satiated   with   the   spoliation    and  br.lnS    ™    t°— ▼«•,    national     cal*- 

anarehy  of  Ireland,   they  began  to  at-  mity     #aml       national       dishonour. 

tick  every  institution   and  every  inte-  There  is  yet  one  other  topic  in  Mr. 

reht,   every    chum   and    culling.. hi- .the  Disraeli's    address    which    we    are 

country.    (Hear,  hear.)"  Mn  to  mcntioil$  because  the  reading 

of  his  remarks  thereon  gratified  us 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  follow  much.      He   thought,   in    the    first 

the    right     honourable     gentleman  instance,  that  Ministers  were  right 

through   his  comprehensive  speech,  in  sending  a  Commission  to  Wash- 

which    left    unnoticed    hardly  any  ington  to  negotiate  the  Treaty.     He 

topic  which  is  at  present  of  interest  now   thinks    that    the  despatch  of 

He  made  it  apparent  that  the  policy  the   Commission    was     a     mistake, 

of  the  Conservative  party,  in  or  out  concurring  with   Lord   Derby,  who 

of  office,  is  the  very  reverse  of  tho  condemned  that  proceeding  on  the 

policy  of  the  Government;  and  that  day  of  tho  opening  of  Parliament 

the  aim  of  that  party  is  to  bring  As  we,  from  the  first,  regarded  the 

about  a  state  of  things  as  unlike  as  same  proceeding  as  most  ill-advised, 
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it  is  of  course  agreeable  to  us  to  is  wonderfully  ready  to  acknow- 
find  that  statesmen  of  such  mark  as  ledge  obligation  and  to  applaud. 
Lord  Derby  and  Mr.  Disraeli  both  But  the  remission  of  the  twopence 
entertnin  the  same '  opinion  of  it  this  Easter  has  not  been  signalized 
that  we  do.  It  was  right  to  wish  by  exuberant  B atitude  or  by  a 
that  the  Americans  might  draw  blotting  out  of  the  old  score;  rather 
towards  a  settlement  of  the  dif-  the  reception  of  Ihe  boon  was  un- 
ferance  as  cordially  and  kindly  as  gracious,  and  there  was  an  evident 
this  country  did ;  but  it  was  weak  desire  to  examine  the  horse's  month, 
and  childish  in  the  highest  degree  This  is  referable,  probably,  to  the 
to  put  aside  nil  proper  reserve,  and  manner  in  which  it  seemed  good  lo 
throw  ourselves  on  their  breasts,  on  Mr.  Gladstone  anil  Mr.  Lowe  to  afflict 
the  presumption  that  they  were  us  with  the  aggravated  Income-tax 
certain  to  reciprocate  the  gushing  last  year.  Because  the  House  would 
impulse.  As  yet,  we  fear,  there  is  not  away  with  the  "ex  Ivee  hieel- 
liko  to  be  no  gushing  in  that  part  of  turn  "  abortion,  it  was  punished  by 
the  world,  except  of  tobacco  juice,  Income-tax ;  at  least  that  was  the 
which  is  not  what  Mr.  Gladstone's  way  in  which  Ministers  managed  to 
soul  is  athirst  for ;  but  it  is  no  have  the  infliction  of  the  tax  re- 
light thing  that  our  remonstrances,  gnrded.  This  appearance  of  chas- 
in  regard  (o  this  i[iH-ti>>n  "f  damages,  tisement  it  was  which  rankled  this 
have  been  received  with  patience  year  in  the  minds  of  the  people  and 
and  soberly  considered.  of  their  representatives,  and  led  to 

We   have    risen   from   perusal  of  the  sulky  acceptance  of  the  rcinis- 

Mr.  Disraeli's   Manchester   speeches  skin.     Though  submitted  to  for  the 

with    a    strong   wish    that   he    may  moment,   this  discipline,   like  many 

some   day   have   an   opportunity  of  another    mistake    of    the   Ministry, 

putting  his  principles  into  practice,  h,is  borne  bitter  fruit  after  a  lapse 

fortified  by  a  large  majority  of  the  of    time.       The    lightening    of    the 

House   of     Commons    at   his   back,  burden  did  not   produce  a  gay,   un- 

Hitherto  wo  hare  scon  him  always  reflecting  gratitude,  with  an  oblivion 

restricted   to   defensive   warfare   by  of  all   bygones,  but  a  carping  sus- 

reason  of  the  overwhelming  slrength  picion  that  there  had  been  no  need 

of  his   adversaries.      After  so  much  of  an  increase  last  year.      Thus  it  is 

constancy  as   he   has   displayed,    it  that  we   see  the   influence  of   Min- 

would   be  but  a  reasonable  gift  of  isters  continually  decreased  by  their 

the  gods  if  they  should   grant   him  injudicious  proceedings.       Lucky  it 

the    chun.ee     of    carrying    out    un-  is  for  Mr.  Lowe  that  the  prosperity 

shackled   the   plans   which  may  bo  of  the  country  has   enabled  him  to 

formed  in  his  niind.      His  rival  has  reduce  the  Income-tax  without  ask- 

had   his   chance,    and   failed  miser-  tag  an  equivalent. 
ably:    now   we   should   like   to   see         We  have  been  informed  now  what 

what  sort  of  a  Government  we  may  theestimatosfortheyearare.andhom 

get    from    the    Conservative    party  the  money  is  to  be  raised ;  but  wo 

"going  free."  are  not  at  all  enlightened  as  to  how 

The  resentment   this  year  of  the  certain   expenses  announced   by  the 

House    of    Commons     apainst     the  Minister  fur   War  are  to  be  provid- 

pranks    of    Mr.     Lowe    in    1871   is  ed  for.       Drill-grounds    and   militia 

somen-! nit    remarkable.       Generally  barracks    will    he    o!<tained    by    a 

speaking   that   body,    when   it    get3  special    loan;    but    whence    are   to 

from   the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-  come  the  cost  of  the  increased  staff, 

quer  treatment   which    contents  it,  the  movements  of  the  troops  into 
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their  new  quarters,  and  the  trans-  this  point  will  be  investigated  dur- 
port  and  supply  establishments  ing  the  passage  of  the  Estimates, 
which  the  new  arrangement  will  and  that  Mr.  Cardwell,  whose  plans 
necessitate  ?  Where,  too,  are  we  to  for  reorganisation  were  very  well  re- 
find  provision  made  for  the  pro-  ceived,  will  be  able  to  show  that 
motions  in  the  Royal  Artillery  and  they  are  as  sincere  as  they  are 
Royal  Engineers  promised  by  Mr.  plausible. 

Cardwell?      The    proper  place  for  It  is    most    desirable    also   that* 

these  provisions  to  appear  in  would  while  the  Army  Estimates  are  under 

be,  of  course,  the  Army  Estimates,  consideration,  due  attention  should 

But  these  Estimates  show  the  num-  be      given      to     a     Constitutional 

bers  of  each  grade  of  officers  in  the  point  raised  by  Mr.  Disraeli  in  his 

Ordnance  Corps   to  be   for  1872-3  speech     at     Manchester.       In     our 

the  same  as  for  1871-2.     If  the  re-  anxiety    to    fill    the    ranks  of   the 

quired  sum  has  been  inserted  in  a  Army  readily,  and  to  reduce  the  ex* 

lump,  or  in  some  mysterious  manner  pense  of  it,  we  would  seem  to  have 

so  as  to  be  included  in  the  gross  of  paid  too   little   attention    to  things 

the  Estimate,  but  not  shown  in  de-  which  in  old  days  would  have  been 

tail,    then   the  Estimates  have    not  of  the  first  consideration.      Mr.  Dis- 

becn  fairly  prepared  for  submission  raeli  said, — 
to  Parliament.     If,   for  example,  it 

bo  intended  to  introduce  a  certain  "it  was  a  first  principle  not  to  con- 
number  of  substantive  majors  into  ccntratc  in  the  island  any  overwhelm- 
theso  corps,  the  rank  and  the  num-  inK  number  of  troops,  und  a  considerable 

bcr  of  officers  who  arc  to  enjoy  that  l^^^&^iVlu1!!  «SL£?^ 
.  ,  .,  ,  ,  .  *.J  ,  Care  was  taken  that  the  troops  gene- 
rank  should  be  shown  in  the  de-  ralIy  Bil0Ulcl  be  officered  by  a  class  of 
tails  of  each  corps  with  the  cost  men  deeply  interested  in  the  property 
against  the  name.  But  nothing  of  and  the  liberties  of  England.  (Hear.) 
the  sort  is  to  be  found  in  the  docu-  So,  extreme  was  the  jealousy,  that  tiio 

_ .  T„  i4.  ^rta„;ui«  4i.«*  \f„  n~~A  relations  between  that  once  Constitu- 
te en  t.      Is  it  possible  that  Mr  Card-  tlonal  forec>  lnc  mm^  Qnd  ^  8ovc. 

well  does  not  propose  to  make  the  reign  were  rigidly  guarded,  and  it  was 

promotions  this  year  at  all,  but  has  carefully  placed  under  local  influences, 

only   put  forward   the    promise    of  All  this  U  changed.    We  have  a  stand- 

them  to  make  his  statement  more  *"*   XSSL^  ^S   X^LT?!^ 

.  •   . .           ,  ,               ..  ,.j    ..           ,  and    brigaded,    and    encamped    perma- 

palatable,  and  to  commit  Parliament  nently  in  England,  and  fed  by  a  con- 
to  an  increased  expense  next  year  siderable  and  constantly  increasing  re- 
while   boasting  of  a  saving   in   the  serve.    It  will  in  due  time  be  officered 

present  year  V    There  is  something  }>>\a  <***  ot  men  eminently  scientific, 

r                 *•*«.          v     a  *u*          a  but  with  no  relations  necessarily  with 

very  unsatisfactory  about  this  mat-  8odct  .  whllc  tnc  Mllltla  te  withdrawn 

tcr.      The   Estimates  for   the  year  from  all   local   influences,   and  placed 

and    the    Minister's   speech   contra-  under  the  immediate  command  of  thq 

diet  one  another,  and  some  persons  Secretary  of  War.     (Hear,  hear.)    Thus, 

„„^„k*„/iKr   u„l    -«oo/^    ♦**   ««»«  in  the  nineteenth  ccnturv,   we  have  a 

undoubtedly  have    reason   to  com-  larff(J  Btandlnff           established  in  Eng- 

plam.  If  it  be  intended  to  lay  upon  ]andi  contrary  to  all  the  traditions  of 
the  country  additional  expense,  that  the  land,  and  that  by  a  Liberal  Govern- 
expense  ought  to  have  been  shown  *»cnt  and  with  the  warm  acclamations 
in  its  proper  place  in  the  Army  Es-  of  thc  LIbcral  P"1?-" 
timates  ;  if  no  such  expense  be  con- 
templated this  year,  then  the  ex-  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  change 
pectations  of  very  many  officers  have  which  we  propose  to  make  in  re- 
been  raised  only  to  be  bitterly  dis-  spect  of  the  regular  troops  and  the 
appointed.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Militia,  however  much  it  may  have 
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been  pressed  upon  us  by  the  neces-  presumed  to  resell,  it  could  not,  one 
sities  of  recruiting  and  of  finance,  would  t Mink,  reach  the  commissions 
will  throw  an  imprcro'lenled  mil-  then  i  selves,  winch  it  is  now  the  in - 
ilary  power  into  the  hands  of  the  tention  of  Mr.  Card  well  to  take  from 
Minister ;  who,  if  secure  of  a  ma-  them.  The  Government  has,  it  ap- 
jority  in  the  House  of  Common?,  pears,  fortified  itself  to  do  this  ini- 
might  use  such  power  to  the  grenl  quity  by  a  legal  opinion ;  but  it  will, 
prejudice  of  our  liberties.  For  ages  we  trust,  require  more  than  a  legal 
past  no  Minister  has  attempted  to  opinion  to  induce  the  Legislature  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind,  because  suffer  such  wanton  wrong  to  be  per- 
thc  means  were  not  nt  his  disposal,  petrated.  The  officers  alluded  to 
But  if  we  restore  to  htm  the  means,  are  already  lieutenants  in  the 
who  is  to  assure  us  that  ho  will  Army.  To  reduce  them  to  be  pro- 
not  use  them  ?  No  man  pulls  hjiiioiiors,  with  the  hope  of  even- 
down an  embankment  under  the  luully  Incoming  ensigns,  will  be  to 
idea  that  the  writers  which  it  has  degrade  them.  These  officers, 
restrained  for  two  or  three  hundred  surely,  being  already  commissioned, 
years  have  forgotten  in  that  time  may  be  allowed  to  escape  (so  far  as 
how  to  inundate.  Grave  ques-  their  commissions  are  in  question) 
tioDs  *likc  this  do  not,  it  is  true,  the  retrospective  action  of  the  war- 
present  themselves  as  soon  as  an  rant  for  ri-guktiug  promotion  in  the 
important  change  of  policy  is  pro-  FootrGuards.  Any  regulation  con- 
posed,  but  we  are  the  more  be-  ccrning  their  pay  they  arc  bound 
holden  to  those  statesmen  whose  by  the  terms  of  appointment  to  sub- 
watchful  prevision  discovers  the  mit  to  ;  but  it  can  be  no  conceiv- 
remote  as  well  as  the  immediate  able  gain  to  any  one  that  they 
effects.  It  is  plain  that  tho  ro-  should  be  deprived  of  their  rank, 
organisation  of  the  forces  i-i  a  bnsi-  while  to  them  such  deprivation  will 
ness  which  should  lie  very  eauti-  bo  a  grievous  disappointment  and 
ously  proceeded  with.  injustice.  The  obstinacy  with  which 
A  matter  of  detail  belonging  to  former  unjust  and  illegal  acts  have 
the  reorganisation  has  caused  the  been  persisted  in  by  the  present 
Government  oneo  more  to  appear  Government  leaves  little  ground  for 
captious  and  inconsiderate  for  a  hoping  that  this  harsh  measure  will 
very  inadequate  object  Some  be  abandoned  ;  we  trust,  however, 
twenty  lieuten;inls  mid  ensigns  of  that  I'ai'lianieut  may  sec  fit  to  insist 
the  Guards  who  accepted  their  on  the  ouniuissions  being  held  in- 
commissions  last   October  "  subject  violate. 

to   any    changes   which   may   here-  The   reappearance   of   Mr.    Bright 

after  be  made  in  the  Regulations  of  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  not 

the   Service   in    respoct   to    pay   or  upon    the   Government   benches,    is 

otherwise,"     find     now    that     these  an    interesting    event.       The    right 

commissions  are   to   be  taken   from  hon.  gentleman,   who  is,  we  believe, 

them,    that    they    will    hold    for   a  thoroughly   sincere   and   consistent, 

time       probationary      appointments  cannot  oven  appear  to  sanction   an 

only,   and  that   after  going  through  amount  of  public  expenditure  which 

a    course   of    instruction    at    Sand-  we   have  it  on   his  own  word  that 

hurst    they    will    bo    commissioned  ho   does   not   approve.      Wo   fancy, 

as     ensigns.        The    proviso    under  too,   thai  lie  hits  sagacity  enough  to 

which     they    took     service    in    tho  keep  bin  from  embarking  in  a  eink- 

Army  said  no  word  concerning  rank;  ing  ship.     It  would  verilv  be  eourt- 

and  whatever  else  it  may  have  been  ing  failure  if    Sir.   Bright,  who  is 
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by  good  fortune  clear  of  the  great  keeping  clear  of  all  exciting  sub- 
American  entanglement,  and  of  the  jecta  and  occasions;  for  Mr.  Bright 
financial  and  administrative  blun-  would  scarely  like  to  preach  a 
ders  of  last  year,  should  accept  re-  crusade  against  his  late  colleagues, 
sponsibility  for  these,  as  well  as  for  and  they  are  the  only  persons  who 
an  expenditure  of  over  TO  millions,  could  now  be  assailed  from  the 
by  casting  in  his  lot  with  the  floun-  stump  with  any  success, 
dering  Administration.  On  the  Since  we  made  the  remarks  at 
other  hand,  though  he  is  free  from  the  beginning  of  this  paper  concern- 
the  failures  of  the  Cabinet,  yet  for-  ing  Mr.  Gucdalla's  offensive  beha- 
tune  has  not  provided  a  very  good  viour  to  the  Prime  Minister,  we 
opening  for  Mr.  Bright  just  now.  learn  with  regret  that  the  rabble's 
The  people,  we  should  say,  are  as  threats  have  prevailed  with  Mr. 
little  in  the  mood  to  respond  to  in-  Gladstone,  who  now  intends  to 
flammatory  addresses,  or  to  father  leave  the  four  principal  Royal 
all  the  ills  which  can  be  found  in  Parks  of  London  at  the  service  of 
the  world  upon  the  aristocracy,  as  mobs,  subject  only  to  some  few  re- 
they  well  can  be.  Mr.  Fowler's  gulations  intended  to  prevent  riyal 
abortive  attempt  in  the  House  of  mobs  from  blustering  in  the  same 
Commons  to  procure  a  condem-  park  at  the  same  time.  If  seems 
nation  of  the  law  of  Entail  and  never  to  have  occurred  to  the  Mi- 
strict  settlement  of  land,  showed  nistcr  that  if  he  would  be  quit  of 
that  the  country  is  at  present  not  at  the  annoyances  of  these  so-called 
all  disposed  to  make  raids  upon  delegates  he  has  only  one  course  to 
classes.  The  result  of  the  discus-  pursue — i.e.,  resolutely  to  resist  this, 
sion  on  the  Land  question  was  a  fair  as  we  are  instructed  to  resist  other 
and  dispassionate  one,  both  in  and  evil  influences,  which,  if  resisted, 
out  of  Parliament,  and  the  law  and  will  fice.  There  is  no  such  thing 
the  landlords  were  acquitted  of  all  as  subordinating  these  delegates  by 
blame  in  respect  of  such  obstacles  any  other  means,  nor  as  satisfying 
as  may  exist  to  prevent  cultivation  them  by  any  means.  Their  recent 
from  reaching  its  highest  degree  of  success  in  bullying  the  Government 
improvement.  Not  long  ago  it  is  not  likely  to  make  them  less 
would  have  been  easy  to  excite  a  exacting,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  may 
rage  against  landlords  or  any  other  lay  his  account  with  hearing  more  of 
holders  of  property ;  but  that  can-  them  before  long.  How  much  he 
not  bo  done  now,  thanks,  perhaps,  will  bear  before  he  will  withstand 
to  Mr.  Bright  and  the  Gladstone  the  canaille  it  is 'difficult  to  calcu- 
Government,  who  have  disgusted  late,  as  he  evidently  rather  likes  to 
everybody  with  demagogue-ism.  be  despised  and  insulted  by  persons 
The  people  seem  quite  able  to  of  this  class ;  but  be  his  capacity 
think  and  act  for  themselves,  and  for  suffering  what  it  may,  the  dele- 
not  to  require  the  aid  of  a  middle-  gates  are  sure  to  try  it  beyond  what 
man  or  agitator  who  is  to  give  it  will  bear,  and  then  the  struggle 
them  ideas,  and  to  make  his  must  come.  The  Government  will 
profit  out  of  their  requirements,  fight  on  none  the  more  favourable 
Altogether  we  should  think  that  field  or  terms  for  haying  retreated 
no  plan  could  bo  more  convenient  so  many  times :  they  had  much  bet- 
for  Mr.  Bright  than  that  which  he  tcr  have  turned  and  faced  their  tor- 
has  been  compelled  to  adopt,  namely,  mentors  at  the  first  Had  the  least 
that  of  remaining  an  invalid  M.P.,  firmness  been  shown  concerning  this 
showing    himself    occasionally,    but  Bill    for    the    regulation    of    Royal 
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Parka  and  Gardens,  Ministers  might  satisfy  any  who  may  call  in  ques- 
have  carried  their  measure,  with  the  tion  the  rights  of  the  Establish- 
ed ol  the  Conservative  party,  by  a  ment  we  are  quite  unable  to  per- 
very  large  majority.  But  the  Hill  ceive.  The  churchyards  ami  glohe- 
which  they  nt  first  introduced  has  lands  of  the  Church  of  England 
been,  by  one  disgraceful  concession  have  all  been  acquire'!  by  purchase 
after  another,  transformed  out  of  or  gift,  aro  the  property — the  birth- 
knowledge  ;  and  it  is  now  in  effect  right  —  of  the  members  of  the 
the  Bill,  not  of  the.  Government,  but  Church,  and  tho  roctor  or  incunv 
of  the  mob,  which  by  intimidating  bent,  has  been  appointed  to  exercise 
Ministers  has  virtually  moulded  the  the  owners'  rights  under  certain  re- 
Bill.  We  are  curious  to  see  what  gulutions.  Why  should  tho  pro- 
Mr.  Huedalla's  nest  demand  upon  peilv  of  the  Establishment  be  tho 
Mr.  Gladstone  may  be.  only  property  acquired  for  sacred 
Mr.  Disraeli's  hint  that  petitions  uses  which  the  law  will  refuse  to 
should  be  presented  against  the  secure  to  its  owners  ?  The  church- 
Burials  Bill,  has  been  acted  upon  in  yards,  should  the  i!urirds  Bill  pass 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom;  but  into  act,  will'  bo  outlawed,  if  that 
we  hope  to  see  tho  opposition  expression  be  applicable  to  land, 
strengthened  by  the  petitions  of  a  Up  to  this  point  tho  Dissenters' 
great  many  more  i ■•mstiliiencies.  It  action  has  been  confined  to  the 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  legalising  of  certain  acts  done  by 
this  Bill  should  not  become  law.  themselves  or  their  ministers,  so 
Such  a  law  would  in  fact  ho  an  act  that  they  might,  if  they  chose, 
of  Disestablishment.  It  would  de-  wholly  withdraw  from,  or  dispense 
prive  tin-  mi'iinibcitt  of  that  control  with,  the  use  of  Church  property; 
over  the  Church  precincts  which  but  this  is  the  first  attempt  at  in- 
has  hitherto  been  his  right;  and  it  trusion.  They  either  accepted  the 
would  convert  the  immediate  neigh-  offices  and  provisions  of  the  Church 
bourhood  of  the  Church  itself  into  according  to  tho  Church's  rule  and 
a  piece  of  common  land  at  every-  practice,  or  (hey  surrendered  alto- 
body'n  disposal,  whether  lils  intents  gelher  their  rights  in  the  Church, 
might  be  "wicked  or  charitable."  Wo  Now  they  not  only  claim  to  use 
should  like  very  much  to  know  what  ecclesiastical  property,  but  they 
any  of  tho  Dissenting  bodies  would  claim  to  use  it  each  man  according 
say  if  it  were  proposed  to  seize  upon  to  his  own  idea  of  propriety.  The 
the  ground  immediately  surrounding  seizure  contemplated  is  perhaps  the 
their  places  of  worship,  and  to  give  most  wild  and  indecent  design  that 
the  public  a  right  of  entrance  there-  has  ever  been  seriously  entertained, 
to,  so  that  under  any  pretence  what-  None  would  leave  the  most  barren 
ever  the  ways  might  be  impeded,  or  bit  of  common  so  utterly  unprotcct- 
tha  worship  disturbed,  or  the  rights  ed,  so  entirely  no  man's  charge,  as 
of  tho  Dissenting  body  interfered  it  is  proposed  to  mrike  those  cnclos- 
pwith.  They  would  say,  probably,  ures,  where  for  generations  the  dead 
that  their  body  owned  these  pre.  have  been  allowed  to  repose  in 
cincts,  which  it  had  acquired  by  solemn  tranquillity.  It  would  not 
purchase  or  by  gift,  and  that  none  bo  difficult  to  foresee,  even  if  their 
could,  without  violation  of  the  first  designs  had  not  been  publicly 
principlesof  right,  take  from  them  the  avowed,  that  if  tho  Dissenters  sue- 
usual  proprietors'  powers  which  they  ceed  in  intruding  into  the  church- 
exercise  through  their  trustees,  yard,  they  will  not  be  long  before 
Why   a   similar   answer  should  not  they  force  their  way  into  the  church, 
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at  which  stage  of  their  proceedings  assembling  of  the  present  Parlia- 
the  Church  of -England  must  virtu-  ment  That  was  three  and  a  quar- 
ally,  if  not  nominally,  cease  to  exist :  tcr  years  ago,  in  which  period  Mr. 
for  it  is  impossible  that,  after  such  Gladstone  and  his  colleagues,  not- 
humiliation,  its  ministry  can  be  withstanding  their  grand  programme, 
maintained  according  to  the  present  have  contrived  to  transfer  the  ma- 
standard,  or  that  its  membeK  can  jority  to  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
any  longer  regard  it  a^s  under  the  The  occasion  of  the  defeat  was 
protection  of  .the  State.  A  parish  eminently  one  on  which  a  Minister 
church  to  be  at  the  service  of  any  of  any  weight  and  ability  would 
teacher  of  any  kind  of  doctrine,  like  have  induced  his  nominal  support- 
a  county  hall  or  the  long  room  in  a  crs  to  follow  him,  as  the  object 
tavern!  Surely  we  cannot  be  com-  was  to  cushion  a  troublesome  re- 
ing  to  this.  solution ;  and  party  discipline,  if  it 
The  month  of  April,  always  try-  is  to  bo  of  any  use  at  all,  should  be 
ing  to  patients  of  low  vitality,  has  able  to  keep  the  way  clear  for  busi- 
not  been  without  its  effect  on  our  ncss  of  Ministers'  own  choosing, 
failing  and  misguided  Administra-  There  is  much  reason  to  suppose 
tion.  The  Ballot  Bill — the  corpse  that  the  Government  whip  did  not 
which  Mr.  Gladstone  passionately  or  would  not  know  to  what  a  degree 
embraced — does  not  appear  to  have  his  strength  had  departed.  He 
gained  any  more  heat  than  might  issued  his  notices,  and  evidently 
have  been  expected  from  lying  in  thought  that  he  "  would  shake  him- 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  bosom,  self  as  at  other  times."  But  he  was 
but  continues  to  be  what  Mr.  Manta-  miserably  disappointed.  The  once 
lini  called  "  a  demn'd  moist,  clammy  abject  supporters  of  the  Government 
body,"  very  offensive  to  most  people,  set  whip  and  rein  at  defiance.  There 
and  very  troublesome  to  tho  silly  was  a  muster  of  418  members,  but 
people  who  have  made  the  attempt  Ministers,  voting  in  a  minority  of 
to  resuscitate  it  It  has  given  rise  159,  were  beaten  by  a  majority  of 
to  sundry  divisions,  which  have  not  259.  Thus,  the  unreasoning  pledges 
been  flattering  to  the  influence  or  of  personal  support  on  which  Mr. 
the  tactics  of  the  Government  An  Gladstone's  Government  has  existed 
uneasy  consciousness  that  they  have  for  some  time  past  have  at  last  been 
entirely  lost  the  oven  ostensible  scattered  to  the  winds ;  the  late  bond- 
confidence  of  the  House  of  Com-  men  know  the  luxury  of  exercising 
mons,  must  have  frequently  risen  a  free  will  once  more ;  and,  the  fetters 
in  Ministerial  minds  of  late.  If  having  been  broken,  a  broad  hint 
it  was  derivable  from  the  petty  is  given  to  the  holders  of  office  to 
skirmishes  over  the  details  of  the  prepare  for  a  change. 
Ballot  Bill,  with  what  overwhelm-  It  will  startle  some  of  our  readers 
ing  force  must  it  have  appeared  on  to  be  informed  of  the  fact  that  the 
the  morning  of  the  17th  April,  when  amount  of  money  raised  in  these 
Sir  Massey  Lopes' s  resolution  for  kingdoms  yearly  by  local  rates  equals 
the  transference  of  certain  charges  the  amount  raised  by  the  votes  of 
from  the  local  rates  to  the  Imperial  the  House  of  Commons,  if  we  leave 
taxes  was  preferred,  by  a  majority  out  of  the  latter  amount  the  interest 
of  100,  to  an  amendment  which  of  the  national  debt  Tho  product 
Ministers  supported !  This  majority  of  the  rates,  and  the  product  of  the 
exactly  equals  that  which  was  at  Imperial  duties  and  taxes  (after  set' 
the  back  of  Mr.  Gladstone  for  any  ting  aside  tho  interest),  are  each 
purpose    at    tho   time    of   the  first  equal  to  about  £40,000,000  sterling 
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per   knnuiD.     The    laten,  ~  i.e.,   tho  tratcs  had  some  control  over  the  police  > 

local  taxes,— arc  raised  to  provide  for  '""■  l,lt  W!1-'  n(l1  so  in  fact.     They   had 

Z.T; '!"  Poli"i'  ^'"f  ■  s""£.;pC':P?S«",s,nk',1,;s 

tion    <ii    .lii-!n.'r.    care    of     Luiialiis.  |1!lr|    ,,.,    ,„.,»■,,■   ,,,    tciu..\r    I, in,    ami   h''. 

Sanitary   expenses,  Kducation,  High-  could    snap    hi*    lingers    at    lli'r    whole 

ways,  ic.      Now,  there  is  this  great  bench.       Tin;      muL.-i4i.rnlc-      had     come 

difference  in   the  manners  of  wising  *}'-''1  ;'■"'" r"1   ',l,',r   i1Ik'  "'"n™*,  1""  »» 

these   nearly   equal    amounts :    Tha!  ^^e££^KIJF,%£?J& 

Which  goes    into    the    Imperial    trea-  euiilr.  .liars    were    the liovcrnment    in 

Bury    is    raised    hy    law    after    tho  spectora,    than    whom    there   wore   no 

closes-l     ParliamiiliiarY,     and     indeed  """v  !U,|lllfi,rv  da*-*  ■  ■[  men.     Tlicy  had 

national     senitinv     I,',   insure   ton t   il  ""'■v  l"  K1>'   lllt"   ,l,ilf   c«>ist nljlr   nn'Jn! 

nation. ii,    ...mrinj      I.   insure   that   it  „   ,.,        .    r.,.,t|;    ,v|l(;[]    |U|.    ,|(>me  ,.,„.. 

13  necessary,  and  that  it  Khali  he  d.vhml  u„  rim-emmi-ni  -rant  -lnuihl 
fairly  imposed  and  proper!  v  .implied  ;  In'  sluH-'-'d  iinluss  llicv  wnt  provided, 
but  about  that  which  finds  it*  way  ^Ulh  ■  threat,  of  bsbmb,  resulted  in 
into  the  county  chests  there  is  a  •'•""I'""'"'';.  l-f'"-''  "■'■  <'>'mty  could 
universal  iterance,  and  nobody  is  Ju,  the  X  J^'  now  i"I!!"' "!-£" rllr 
bound  to  nilord  iufurniuiioii  concern-  ]ii,|,erial  |.u.,"i-.'s  to  a  still  ereatcr  ex- 
ing  it.  Again,  though  tho  local  Unit  Hum  banwity.  TIh-y  were  now 
taxes  ,iie  made  applicable  to  pur-  f<l"'™)  to  distribute  notices  to  re- 
poses for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  i;^  Y'^  i'!'V  ndbwcTltoe 
community,  one  class  of  property,—  would  !„■  p,,,„\  erou'ud  for  i ii, ■'■■,■  a- i"„^ 
namely,— real  property,  bears  the  the  gtai.  (Hear,  hear.)  Last  Tear 
whole  burden  of  it  Thirdly,  the  ll'-'  l,i1'1  '' • 'i",r,-'«-&'  «n  opinion  that  it 
State,  although  it  contributes  in  "lll[ll'J  '"'  l'Vl'"r'  if  th,.-  ilovcrmrivnt 
„  *,*l„  ii  7  .  ,,  took  tin-  rutin-  ..-(in tr.il  .i  tie  im  cr. 
a  very  small  proportion  to  these  He  MLI,  „r  U|1.  „,  „,,mil(T,  now_  if 
local  rate-,  vii  interferes  verv  ull.^Llu-r  nmlrr  the  Cuvi-ntinnit  tin- 
often  and  very  materially  with  the  potieo  would  he  more  efficient,  ami 
amount  and  the  application  of  them.  *ould  *°*  IUOTC  harmoinoiiBly." 
Tho  object,  then,  of  Sir  Massey 
Lope;-      ri.< solution  is  to  shift  part  of 

tho  burden  of  the   rates   from   real  Ministers,  then,  had  the  power  of 

property,    which    at    present    bears  greatly    increasing,    and   almost    cn- 

nearly  all,  to  real  and  personal  pro-  tircly   directing,    the  expenditure  of 

perty  jointly,  by  causing  part  of  it  these   local    rates;    but    the    county 

to  be   supplied  out  of  the  Imperial  authorities  had  to  And   the  money, 

taxes ;  to   invite   frequent   examio*-  anil    were    the   only  bodies    respon- 

tions    of    these    rates     by    bringing  sible.     It    was    clear   that   rcsponsi- 

them    under   the    notice   of    Parlia-  k'h'ty  ought   to  some   extent    to   be 

ment ;  and    to  make  whatever  Min-  shifted  ;     but     then,     if     Ministers 

istcr  of  tho  frown  mav  find  it  his  should    he   made  responsible,   while 

duty  to  interfere  with    the  services  the    money    should    still    be   left    in 

to    which    these   rates   are    applied,  charge  of  tho  county  justices,  there 

feel    his  responsibility,   through   the  waa    t,IL'    opposite    danger    that    tho 

necessity  of  his   having  to  ask  Par-  latter,    holding    the    purse,    but   not 

liament  for  part  of  the  means.     The  being     immediately    answerable    for 

manner  of  the  Minister's  accustomed  t!|e      expenditure,      might      become 

interference  may  tie  understood  from  reckless   ami    extravagant.     But  wo 

Sir    Massey   Lopes'a    remarks    con-  will    let    Sir    Jla-scv    hopes   say  for 

ceming  tho  county  police : —  himself  how  (his  difficulty  has  been 
foreseen   and    provided  for    in   bis 

"He  hud  been  told  that  the  magia-  scheme; — 
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"It  might  be  said  that  if  the  Impe-  ment  or  meaning — was  very  feebly 
rial  Government  acceded  to  his  pro-  supported.  Mr.  Stansfeld  and  Mr. 
posal,  there  would  be  no  security  ft0\.rhpn  Rnokp  hut  nrodneed  no  f«_ 
against  wanton  and  reckless  expenditure  Uoscnen  spoKe,  out  produced  no  ia- 
on  tlie  part  of  those  local  bodies.  There  vourablo  effect  whatever— perhaps, 
was  a  good  deaj  in  that  objection,  but  by  exposing  the  feebleness  of  their 
inasmuch  as  he  was  asking  not  for  the  case,  only  confirmed  wavering  Liber- 
whole,  but  only  one  half  of  these  charges,  alg   in   their  revolt     Be  this  M  it 

the  local  bodies  would  still  have  the  same  ,.    .,  ^.^.  <. m  . 

inducement  as  at  present  to    combine  ™av»   a  revolt  the™  certainly  was ; 

economy  with  efficiency.    (Hear,  hear.)  the  first  open   and    general   falling 

But  there  was  another  side  to  that  argu-  away  of  those  much-tried  men  who 

ment    Did  not  the  ratepayers  want  some  were   SCnt  to  Westminster  "  to  vote 

f^^^lXr^rll^  *>'  Mr.  Gladstone »  Rebellion  M 
ment  (hear,  hear);  or  rather  did  they  not  w«  wcl1  Knew,  had  been  smoulder- 
want  some  security  against  the  arbitrary  ing  for  some  time,  notwithstanding 
recommendations  and  requirements  of  the  outward  show  of  allegiance  ;  but 
that  innumerable  army  of  inspectors  the  prer0gative  blunder  of  last  year, 
and  sub-inspectors  who  were  prowling  .,  ^  „.  P  .  .  •*_  ±u~  tr-~ ~_T  a:  J 
about  the  country  seeking  whom  they  the  Colher  ""quijy,  the  Meg»ra  dis- 
might  devour?  (Laughter.)  He  did  not  aster,  and  the  American  complioa- 
say  anything  against  those  gentlemen  tion,  were  too  much.  The  effect  of 
individually,  but  they  all  knew  that  they  them  is  to  be  read  in  the  division  on 
must  be  fussy  and  active,  and  always  do-  4V, A  u  t  ™«i  p0*„a  n«0Aliifmn  »  A 
ing  or  suggesting  something.  (Hear,  th°  Local1  **}**.  R^lution,  a 
licar,  and  a 'laugh.)  But  if  those  charges  matter  purely  of  disci  pline—for  we 
were  divided  between  the  local  bodies  fancy  Mr.  Gladstone's  desire  was 
and  the  central  Government,  the  former  simply  to  evade  the  question  ;  there 
would  hayc  some  guarantee  that  the  lat-  was  a  general  refusal  to  fight  his 
tor  would  not  hastily  or  Inconsiderately  u  Ai.,  B  ,  M4k  __i,„„j.  ^Jz^„iu*~ 
impose  fresh  burdens  upon  them.  Ho  battle  and  "the  weakest  opposition 
was  as  great  an  advocate  as  any  man  in  that  the  country  has  ever  known 
the  House  of  local  self-government,  which  triumphed  by  a  majority  of  100. 
he  regarded jis  the !  essence  of  good  govern-  Now  that  there  has  been  an  open 
ment  and  the  palladium  of  our  liberties ;  .„_♦„-«  „  iu*i«  ^«^fQ^«  nt  iL.i  «Ai 
and  he  believed  that  the  calamities  which  ruPture/  *  llt«©  warfare  of  that  not 
had  befallen  France  originated  in  undue  VCI7  civilised  kind  peculiar  to  ad- 
centralisation.  But  he  asks  what  real  vanced  Radicals  may  be  expected 
control  had  the  ratepayers  over  any  por-  to  enliven  the  debates.  Possibly  a 
tion  of  Uie^pendUure  to  which  he  had  miserable  threatened  existence  of  a 
referred  ?  What  fractional  phantom  of  -  „  „™i,„  ««,u:**^«^  k„  m^.:^;m. 
local  control  over  the  rates  now  existed  few  weekjS  embittered  by  rocriinina- 
was  exercised  not  by  the  ratepayer*  but  tions  and  revilings,  is  all  that  re- 
by  the  magistrates,  who,  after  all,  were  mains  now  for  the  Government  on 
only  instruments  of  the  legislature,  and  this  side  of  signal  defeat  and  general 
were  obliged  to  levy  rates  for  matters  rmuiPTnrifttion 
which  did  not  depend  upon  their  judg-  condemnation. 
incut,"                                              b         But    it    is    not    Mr.   Gladstone's 

coming  defeat  which  appears  to  us 

An   amendment,   so  ambiguously  to  be  the  most  important  thing  sig- 

worded    and    so    indefinite  that  it  nified  by  the  notable  division  in  the 

was  generally  ascribed  to  the  Prime  House  of  Commons.     We  have  long 

Minister,  was  moved  by  Sir  Thomas  felt  assured  that  the  Ministry  roost 

A  eland,   and    adopted    by  the    Go-  break  down ;  and  we  have  made  no 

vernment.      Although     Mr.      Glad-  secret  of  our  belief.     Its  failure  was 

stone's    paternity  was    denied,    the  a  necessity  independent  of  the  ac- 

argument  of  this  amendment— if  it  tion  of  opposition  ;    the  Cabinet  had 

can  be  said  to  have  had  any  argu-  in  it  the  seeds  of  mortal  disease  at 
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its  first  construction.  No,  it  is  not  that  the  youth  should  spend  a  whole 
the  humiliation  of  the  Government  day  uninterruptedly  with  his  en- 
which  is  the  most  interesting  mat-  slaver.  After  that  the  difficulty 
ter  shown  in  this  debate;  it  is  the  vanished,  and  (he  heir  was  perfectly 
calm,  judicial  frame  of  mind  to  tractable.  In  like  manner  a  little 
which  the  country  is  returning;  it  uninterrupted  intini.vy  with  Messrs. 
is  the  disappearance  of  the  spirit  Bright  and  Gladstone  lias  more  ef- 
of  Yvild,  impatient  injustice  and  of  fcctnally  cured  the  people  of  their 
class  persecution  ;  it  is  the  recogni-  hallucinations  than  all  the  argu- 
tion  by  Parliament  that  the  land-  merits  and  protestations  in  thoworld. 
holders  of  Knpland  are  entitled  They  know  now  what  govern  merit 
to  some  consideration  from  the  by  these  pretenders  means.  They 
State,  that  forms  the  really  grali-  have  smarted  pretty  severely  for 
tying  feature  of  this  victory.  This  their  silly  fancy ;  and  are  now,  with 
is  the  supplement  to  the  disposal  of  some  remorse,  turning  their  eyes 
Mr.  Fowler's  proposal  concerning  en-  back  on  those  old  prides  and  friends 
tails  and  succession  to  real  property,  from  whom  the;'  allowed  themselves 
Tn  the  latter  ease,  an  attack  upon  to  be  so  cunningly  seduced, 
the  landed  interest  was  easily  re-  We  observe  that  the  new  Liccns- 
pellirt;  in  the  case  before  us,  a  most  ing  Bill  is  before  Parliament.  Its 
substantial  relief  has  been  secured  reception  by  the  country  will  hardly 
for  tho  landed  interest.  It  seems  be  known  before  our  day  of  publi- 
to  us  but  a  very  abort  time  ago  that  cation,  but  one  may  without  rash- 
Mr.  Bright  was  eliciting  the  wild-  nesri  predict  that  the  war  which  it 
est  cheers,  and  filling  the  air  with  will  rekindle  between  the  fanatics 
greasy  caps,  by  announcing  that  our  on  one  side  and  the  brewing  and 
utterly  corrupt  aristocracy  and  squir-  publican  interost  on  the  other  is 
archy  were  not  weighted  halt  beav-  likely  to  embitter  the  last  days  of 
ily  enough,  and  that  more  burdens  the  Government.  To  cure  all  the 
must  be  thrown  upon  the  land,  so  grievances  and  stop  all  the  clamour 
as  to  relievo  the  manufacturing  and  under  tho  sun  aro  not  such  easy 
trading  interests;  or,  as  ho  put  it,  achievements  as  Mr.  Gladstone 
for  the  benefit  of  the  working  classes,  thought  the.ni  three  years  ago,  when. 
What  in  the  world  has  brought  like  Absalom,  he  stood  in  the  gate 
round  opinion  in  such  a  remarkable  and  said,  "  Oh  that  I  were  made 
manner,  it  is  hard  to  determine.  Judge  in  tho  land,  that  every  man 
Our  suspicion  is  that  disappoint-  which  hath  any  suit  or  cause  might 
ment  and  disgust  .it  the  doings  of  come  unto  me  and  I  would  do  him 
our  present  rulers  have  had  a  good  justice.'1  Mr.  Gladstone  has  been 
deal  to  do  in  reconvtrting  our  people  ni:ule  judge  in  the  land ;  he  has  de- 
to  their  old  feelings  and  to  a  just  strnyed,  and  perplexed,  aud  disturb- 
consideration.  We  once  knew  of  a,  ed;  and  he  has  shaken  tho  Empire 
whole  family  being  thrown  into  con-  to  its  centro  ;  that  is  the  sum  of  Mr. 
sternation  by  a  passion  conceived  Gladstone's  work.  But  there  is 
by  its  heir  for  a  silly  doll  with  another  matter  near  the  hearts  of  us 
bright  eyes.  All  sorts  of  desper-  all,  concerning  which  we  must  say  a 
ate  remedies  were  suggested — ex-  few  words  before  we  close  this  paper, 
patriation  of  the  whole  family,  dis-  Consideration  of  it  has  been  defer- 
inheritancc,  maternal  renunciation,  red  until  we  were  about  to  go  to 
if  threats,  entreaties,  and  tears  press,  in  the  hope  that  at  the  Inst 
should  fail.  But  the  head  of  the  there  might  be  some  definite  in- 
Iiouhc,  little  discomposed,  arranged  formation    on  which    to    comment 
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Of  course  wo  allude  to  the  American  by  which  we  are  bound  to  present 

complication.  our  Counter-case  by  the  15th  April ; 

It  is  instructive  to  observe  how  and,  second,  the  risk  of  vitiating 
political,  like  other  sins,  find  the  our  position,  and  becoming  in  spite 
sinners  out.  Since  our  last  publi-  of  our  protest  subject  to  the  judg- 
cation  wo  read  the  comments  of  an  ment  of  tho  arbitrators  by  present- 
American  paper  on  the  prospects  of  ing  a  Counter-case  while  the  claim 
the  Alabama  difficulty,  among  which  for  indirect  damage  is  still  main- 
reference  was  made  to  the  conduct  tainod  by  our  opponents.  That  can- 
of  our  Government  in  regard  to  tho  not  now  be  helped,  and  our  Goyern- 
Russian  demands  of  1870.  The  ment  has  chosen,  as  we  all  know,  to 
Americans  were  reminded  that  the  go  into  court,  reserving,  or  attempt- 
first  English  utterance,  by  the  mouth  ing  to  reserve,  our  right  of  yet  with- 
of  Mr.  Odo  Russell,  was  fierce  and  drawing  from  the  arbitration  if  the 
uncompromising,  but  that  it  soon  claims  for  indirect  damage  shall  be 
softened  down,  like  Bottom's  roar,  persisted  in.  Thus  we  have  submitted 
to  the  gentleness  of  any  sucking  ourselves  to  the  judgment  of  the  arbi- 
dovc  ;  and  England  in  the  end  con-  trators,  and  in  so  doing  have  incurred 
ceded  all  that  Russia  asked,  or  rather  great  risk  of  having  to  receive  judg- 
insisted  on  salving  her  honour  with  ment  whether  tho  claims  for  Indi- 
an empty  declaration  about  the  in-  rect  damages  shall  be  withdrawn  or 
violability  of  treaties.  Tho  moral  not.  Run  into  a  corner  as  we  were, 
which  was  drawn  was,  that  however  it  was  not  easy,  we  admit,  to  choose 
strongly  and  decidedly  tho  Glad-  tho  best  course.  The  Ministry, 
stone  Government  might  refuse  to  clinging  to  tho  hope  that  America 
go  into  court  while  the  indirect  may  yet  concede  what  we  require, 
claims  remained  on  the  record,  or  that  tho  go-by  may  in  some  way 
America  had  only  to  be  firm,  and  or  other  be  given  by  tho  Arbitrators 
our  Cabinet  would  be  sure  to  give  to  the  claims  for  indirect  damages, 
way.  Thus  the  former  base  con-  allow  proceedings  under  the  Treaty 
duct  of  Government  is  seriously  so  far  to  take  their  course.  Tho 
damaging  our  chances  of  accommo-  craven  feeling  of  the  Government 
dation  in  this  grave  conjuncture,  is  obvious  enough.  Fear  of  opinion 
These  are  the  "  consequential  da-  at  home,  which,  as  the  *  Times' says, 
mages  "  of  showing  the  white  feather  would  not  leave  them  in  office  for  a 
on  the  Black  Sea  question.  There  week  if  they  were  to  go  directly 
is  a  stream  of  mud  following  tho  counter  to  it,  prevents  their  giving 
Gladstone  Ministry  through  its  up  everything  as  they  evidently 
whole  career,  and  growing  ever  would  if  they  dared :  on  the  other 
wider;  every  fresh  act  is  tainted  hand,  there  is  a  mortal  dread  of 
not  only  by  its  own  sediment,  but  offending  the  American  Cabinet 
by  the  grounds  and  slime  of  former  "  You  see  how  wo  are  situated," 
misadventures.  they  seem  to  say  ;  "  we  would  give 

Another  month   has   now  passed  you  up  the  indirect  claims  or  any- 

away,  and  we  do  not  seem    to    be  thing    else   rather    than    have    our 

getting  nearer  to  the  end  of  our  dis-  Treaty  come  to  nought,  only  we  dare 

pute  with  America.     Precious  time  not:  please    don't  be   angry  if    we 

lost  when  the  American  Case  was  defer  a  little,  a  very  little,  to  tho 

first  received    in    England   has   re-  wishes  of  our  own  tiresome  people." 

suited  in  our  having  to  choose  be-  The  terms  of  Earl  Russell's  notice 

tween  two  evils — viz.,  first,  non-com-  of   motion   for  the  22d  April  (now 

pliance  with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  postponed  to  the  29th)  make  it  clear 
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that  the  timid,  faltering  proceed-  and  want  of  decided  action  in  our 
ings  of  the  Government  excite  grave  Cabinet.  Tho  country. knows  well 
apprehension  'if  ultimate dtBBM  to  what  it  wants;  hut  it  cannot  get 
this  country.  The  lhike  of  Rich-  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  to  do  its 
inond,  on  being  informed  of  the  behest  "but  with  proviso  and  ex- 
course  taken,  at  once  expressed  eeption ;"  it  cannot  get  them  to  do 
alarm  lest  the  Arbitrators  should  go  it  heartily  and  boldly, 
on  and  decide  behind  our  backs;  Meanwhile,  if  the  action  or  in- 
and  the  Duke  was  followed  by  Lord  action  of  our  own  Government  he 
Westbury,  \vb'>  ^tittt'tL  our  danper  to  likely  to  wreolt  us,  wo  receive  every 
be  as  follows : —  now  and  then  a  gleam  of  hope  from 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Many 
"Tho  difficult)-  in  this:  the  reference  an  upright  mind  in  the  United  States 
eo  u  tern  pin  te,  si  certain  procedure    Hmk  is    of    opinion    that    tho    advantage 

|"'   a"  •?"*"    :    ' ;1 "  '■'";,r  •£■•  t"i:  given  to  that  country  by  our  wretch- 

Sr^  theWr^X"uS.wS'   If  *d  (^'tmissioners  has' been  pushed 

therefore,  w.>  m,w  present  i-ur  eoimter-  too  far.     America  has  shown  plainly 

raise,    the    AmiTieiin    Covunmieul    miry  enough  what  we  have  left  it   in   her 

.it    once    come    in    with    Ir   ciiuter-  power   to   demand  ;  but  iho  question 

,,..-■:   :i„d  then  the   P;;1;"^    -;1;1"";  f„r  },<■,•  now  is  whether,  because  she 


plated    before    hh 

completed;     the    issue    will    be     raised,  possesses  a  giant  s  strength.  (;.  e.,  uiu 

and    the    arbitrator*    may   then    be    re-  power  pivoti  bv  the  hr>(rh  of  aTreaty), 

nuirai,    aa   bring    aelaed    o(    tie-    wh.-le  it  is  expedient   for  her  to  use  it  like 

ai"w5er  $  er'  tit' w  11  T  '  'l  "  *  «*?■  ^'c,sa'd  *"  m??ths  "^ 
it  i?  a  thin.-  -nv.lv  t-  !■■■  teiireil  mvl  lll!"  Ainrnca  bad  an  enviable  oppor- 
inueh  to  be  l-ili]-i1..1  a-iiin-t  Wi.eri  t unity,  and  the  idea  that  such  an 
you  protest  ;.-/,iii!-!  tin- juri-illi'lum  i't  si  opportunity  is  being  lost  S«ems  to 
judge,  ami  (1,,  n,,t  i-i-mit  him  l..  .lutlm  )laTe  p,.L,son(cr]  itself  to  very  many 
lmiiM-lf  will-  .1,.  hil;  .■;1.'i',  mi  :iri-.li.-  ,  ■'  ■  ,  ,..,  -  -.  .:  ,  J 
lion,  it  18d,.,i  i iiv.-Hi.-nt,  :"!,.]  v  Aini-ri'-i'Minnds.  I  bis.de:.,  lirst  pro- 
lie  pregnant  wii.li  the  most  evil  n>u-.;-  pounded  If.  tln-ni  by  then-  press,  and 
ijuenees,  to  hike  m.v  itap  St  tbtl  kbi  in  tho  letters  of  inHucntial  men, 
until  the  qui  ii.» n  of  "the  intent  ,.f  Juris-  hns  at  length  been  embodied  in  a 
diction  is  llually  deckled  (bear,  hear)."  reBO]ution  submitted  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  at  Washington, 
The  Mari-piM  of  Salisbury  feared  which  resrihiliun.  referred  to  a  com- 
that  the  Government  had  lost  their  mittee,  seems  to  be  finding  some  fa- 
last  chance  of  protesting  against  vour.  We  have  also  telegraphic 
these  indirect  claims,  while  ho  reports  of  the  Cabinet  being  less  ob- 
dreaded  that  a  judgment  might  bo  stinate  than  at  tirst.  Policy  would 
given  on  indirect  and  direct  claims  no  doubt  for  every  reason  dictate 
together,  so  sis  to  make  it  impossible  withdrawal  of  the  claims  objected  to, 
to  (isstingu  -b  between  the  awards  ;  were  it  not  for  the  belief,  which  wo 
and  Lord  Jlenman  was  certain  that  have  before  alluded  to,  in  the  incon- 
no  officer  in  our  courts  would  have  stancy  and  ultimate  submission  of 
drawn  up  such  an  order  of  reference  tho  Gladstone  Government.  It  is 
as  this  Treii  i  hud  given  us  a  sample  certain  that  America  will  never  get 
of.  End  how  tho  matter  may,  there  these  consequential  damages,  even 
is  no  doubt  that  we  are  at  present  though  they  should  be  awarded ; 
in  a  position  of  great  peril,  and  that  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  by 
that  position  is  due  primarily,  of  persisting  in  the  demand  for  them 
course,  to  the  bungled  Treaty,  but  she  may  lose  the  whole  damages, 
immediately   to   the    procrastination  destroy   all  chance   of    establishing 
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the  settlement  of  differences  by  ar-  has  dragged  us  into  has  a    silver 

bitration    in#  this    generation,    and  lining.     Our  knowledge  of  the  im- 

bring  back  a  worse  practice  of  bick-  portant  change  that  has  taken  place 

cring,    recriminating,    and   quarrel-  in     the     generation     of    American 

ing,  than  that  which  the  treaty  was  opinion  might    have    been  long  in 

intended  to  put  an  end  to.  reaching  us  if  the  present  misunder- 

Most  opportune  and  most  satis-  standing  had  not  occurred,  and  by 

factory    is    this    disposition   in   the  occurring   brought  it    to    light    A 

Americans  to  do  us  justice,  and  to  right  understanding  between    Eng- 

act  according  to  the  spirit    rather  land  and   America  is  of  far  more 

than   the  letter  of    the  treaty.     If  importance  than  the  settlement  of 

only  a  quarrel  can  be  avoided  now,  any    particular    dispute.      It    must 

there  is  every  hope  of  a  future  good  add   enormously  to  the    power    of 

understanding     between     the    two  both  countries;   and  if  all  be  true 

countries.      Unless  hostile  feelings  that  has  been  told  us  regarding  the 

should  be  again   provoked  by  this  instincts    and    tendencies    of   race, 

question  of  damages,  the  time  may  there  may  be  in  the  birth  even  now 

never  recur  in  which  any  and  every  a  racial   influence   which  will,  once 

act  or  saying  of  Great  Britain  can  more  in  its  history,  subjugate  the 

bo  the  theme  of  each  loafer  on  a  world. 

stump  wherewith  to  inflame  the  Before  concluding,  we  have  the 
public  mind  beyond  the  reach  of  pleasure  of  noting  that  the  Prime 
reason.  It  is  not  a  little  remark-  Minister  has  announced  the  inten- 
able  that  the  long-delayed  uprising  tion  of  Government  to  reconsider 
of  America  against  the  dishonest  the  amount  that  shall  be  offered 
cliques  known  as  "  rings,"  and  the  by  the  country  to  Lady  Maya 
appearance  of  a  public  opinion  over-  Wc  will  not  inquire  how  much  the 
ruling  the  howl  of  the  mob  as  re-  beatings  in  the  Commons  on  the  17th 
garded  England,  were  simultaneous,  and  18th  April  had  to  do  with  this 
From  this  may  be  adduced  evidence  compliance  with  the  desire  of  the 
of  the  growth  of  a  national  mind  nation,  but  rejoice  that  the  point 
influenced  by  thinkers,  and  strong  has  been  conceded  without  the  pain- 
enough  and  courageous  enough  to  ful  course  of  bringing  the  matter 
control  ignorant  force.  Such  a  into  debate — the  point  of  rocon- 
growth,  if  it  has  begun,  is  warrant  sideration,  that  is ;  for  we  have  yet 
for  its  own  continuance,  for  it  is  to  learn  to  what  extent  the  liber- 
sure  to  bring  back  into  the  field  ality  of  the  Government  may  cany 
of  politics  able  and  influential  men  them.  The  pension  originally  pro- 
who  have  been  driven  from  the  posed  to  bo  awarded  to  the  widow 
work  of  statesmen  by  utter  disgust  of  the  late  lamented  Viceroy  of 
at  the  quality  of  the  classes  in  pos-  India  is  considered  by  all  sides 
session  of  power.  Every  accession  inadequate  to  the  occasion,  and 
of  this  kind  must  strengthen  the  therefore  unworthy  of  a  country 
rule  of  mind,  and  many  such  acces-  like  (treat  Britain.  It  is  fortun- 
sions  would  make  rowdy  dictation  ately  a  most  rare  occurrence  that  a 
to  Government  impossible.  Grieved  person  of  exalted  rank  falls  in  so 
then  as  we  are  that  we  must  again  sudden  and  shocking  a  manner, 
go  to  press  while  the  anxiety  of  while  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
the  country  about  relations  with  There  need  be  no  rule  for  the 
America  remains  unrelieved,  we  amounts  of  pensions  to  be  granted 
observe  with  satisfaction  that  the  in  such  cases ;  it  is  matter  more  of 
dark  cloud  which  our  government  sentiment  than   of  mere  obligation, 
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and  public   sentiment  will   not  now  be;  but  their  readiness  to  servo  her 

be  satisfied  units*  a  liWal   pension  is  probably  due  to  the  fnet  that  she 

from  the  English  Treasury  be  added  has  hitherto  known  bow  to  apprcei- 

to    that    which    haB    been    already  ate   their   service.     We   cati   all'ord, 

voted  from   die  Treasury  of  India,  without  doubt,   to  deal    liberally  in 

He  would   be  a  discerning  man  that  this  instance,  and  we  can  nu[  ufibrd 

could  explain  to  us  the  secret  springs  to  make  an  offering  unworthy  of  the 

of  Mr.  Gladstone's  concessions,  and  nation. 

of  his  inexorable  decrees.  The  do-  And  apropos  of  the  above  men- 
cision  not  to  augment  the  pension  tion  of  beatings,  we  observe  that 
was,  like  ho  ninny  strange  resolves  the  Ministry  has  bad  another  warn- 
of  the  Ministry,  tonic  to  for  no  dis-  ing  in  the  defeat  of  an  amend- 
coverable  purpose,  and  to  the  dis-  inent  to  a  clause  of  the  Ballot  Hill, 
appointmej.it  and  chagrin  of  the  which  amendment  it  supported  with 
whole  community.  It  came  with  all  its  power.  We  may  learn  from 
a  peculiarly  bad  grace  from  the  pre-  the  terms  of  ibis  amendment,  and 
sent  Ministers,  and  might  have  from  its  fate,  what  a  complicated 
tempted  people  to  say  that  the  bad  atiiiir  secret  voting  would  be,  and 
feelings  which  caused  Lord  Mayo  how  alien  the  whole  thing  is  to  the 
to  be  slandered,  at  the  time  of  his  spirit  of  our  people.  The  promoters 
appointment,  by  the  Government  of  the  liill  would  allow  a  voter  to 
party — the  feelings,  namely,  which  lie  to  any  extent  as  to  how  ho  had 
created  the  cruel  and  unfounded  voted  ;  but  would  make  him  afelon 
reports  of  his  unfitness  for  the  up-  if  he  took  the  only  nioniin  in  his  power 
pointment  to  which  he  had  been  of  proving  that  be  has  acted  truly  ac- 
gazetted — were  being  continued  now  cording  to  his  opinions.  On  the  other 
that  he  is  in  his  untimely  grave,  hand,  if  secrecy  be  permissive  only, 
after  having  so  nobly  and  so  entirely  the  men  who  rrsort  to  it  u  ill  be  always 
refuted  all  aspersions  on  his  capa-  understood  to  have  voted  in  im 
city.  Mr.  Gladstone  and  his  col-  manner  which  they  dare  not  avow, 
leagues,  in  determining  the  amount.  The  |>liin  will  not  work  with  us. 
should  think  of  this,  and  reflect  that  Many  in  the  length  and  breadth 
the  Ministerial  party  owe  a  repara-  of  the  land  will  ask,  as  Mr.  Oa- 
tion  to  Lord  Mayo;  and  that,  there-  borne  did,  whether,  after  such  a. 
fore,  any  disposition  on  their  part  to  defeat,  Government  think  it  worth 
reduce themurknf  honourhclow what  their  while  to  proceed  farther  with 
the  country  is  willing  to  award,  shows  this  uncalled-for  measure.  "Thick 
with  a  very  bud  grace.  The  'Times,1  and  thin"  support  it  is  evident  that 
commenting  on  the  omission  of  the  the  Government  can  no  longer  corn- 
Government  to  make  becoming  pro-  mand ;  and  now  that  honourable 
vision,  used  these  words:  "  It  is  members  have  recovered  the  right  to 
not  too  late  even  now  for  the  Go-  vote  as  they  tbink  proper,  it  is  so 
vernment  to  repair  their  error  ;  hut  likely  that  the  corpse-reviving  pro- 
if  they  fail  to  do  so,  it  will  be  the  cess  may  be  summarily  put  a  stop 
duty  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  to,  that  there  is  wanton  waste  in 
do  justice  to  the  public  sentiment,"  occupying  the  time  of  the  House 
Should  the  Ministerial  award  be  with  it.  We  assume,  perhaps  too 
still  too  small,  wo  trust  that  the  hastily,  that  prerogative  will  not  be 
IIouso  will  do  justice  as  here  sug-  called  in  when  the  Bill  is  i'»  er- 
gestcd.  England,  it  is  true,  has  tremia ;  but  even  that  danger  we 
always  able  and  devoted  sons  ready  think  we  may  defy,  now  that  the 
for  her  work,   whatever  that  may  House  of  Commons  will  no  longer 
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endorso  with  closed  eyes  any  act  of  office  until  the  country  invites  thorn, 
the  Minister.  They  will  "  work  and  wait,"  as  Lord- 
Moreover,  we  have  the  gratifica-  Derby  advised.  The  schism  in  the 
tion  of  learning,  before  we  lay  down  Radical  ranks  is  not  likely  to  be 
the  pen,  that  petitions  in  great  healed ;  or,  if  it  is  healed,  it  will 
number  against  the  Burials  Bill  be  the  first  instance  of  a  reconcilia- 
have  been  addressed  to  the  Lower  tion  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  career.  As 
House.  It  is  likely  that  before  long  as  the  Government  party  is 
what  we  write  can  be  in  the  hands  divided  it  will  be  comparatively 
of  our  readers,  further  interesting  harmless,  and  the  virtual  direction 
events  may  have  occurred,  for  the  may  be  with  the  Opposition.  When 
political  plot  seems  to  be  thicken-  the  session  opened  not  much  more 
ing.  Happen  what  may,  we  do  not  than  two  months  since,  although 
desire  that  an  opportunity  of  re-  there  were  many  charges  hanging 
signing  should  be  afforded  the  Go-  over  Ministers,  and  the  fears  and 
vernment  until  the  constituencies  complaints  of  the  country  were  many 
shall  have  demanded  its  dismissal,  and  loudjy  expressed,  the  Parlia- 
Now  that  he  is  in  office,  the  country  mentary  party  was  still  well  in  hand. 
should  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  The  first  symptom  of  revolt  appeared 
Mr.  Gladstone's  value,  or  want  of  in  the  Collier  debate,  and  now,  just 
value;  so  that,  once  done  with,  ho  after  the  Easter  recess,  occurs  a 
may  never,  by  the  offer  to  commit  general  rebellion.  Should  this  pace 
any  destruction  whatever,  be  able  continue,  of  course  the  end  must  bo 
to  persuade  the  people  to  try  him  at  hand;  but  it  would  seem  con- 
again.  The  Conservative  party  has  venient  that  the  expenses  and  sup- 
now  a  commanding  position,  and  plies  of  the  year  should  be  voted 
can  prevent  violent  attacks  on  now  without  interruption — and  an 
things  established.  Such  being  the  immediate  displacement  of  the  Ad* 
case,  they  can  very  well  defer  seeking  ministration  is  not  desired. 
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Nothing  loss  than  steadfast  faith,  defend  himself,  General  Sir  Philip 
and  an  ancient  British  constitution,  Iiur»|if vlilc.  with  his  largo  and  quiet 
can  haro  enabled  me  to  survive  this  miml  inrliiiMiriL'  nil  intrusion,  opened 
highly- dappled  period.  It  wns  not  out  a  little  of  his  goodness  to  Jack 
in  my  body  only,  or  legs,  or  parts  I  Wildman.  There  are  men  of  the 
think  nothing  of,  but  in  my  brain  highest  station,  and  of  noble  intct- 
that  I  felt  it  most,  when  I  had  the  lect,  who  do  this,  and  cannot  help 
sense  to  feel  it.  And  having  a  brain  it,  when  tbey  meet  a  fellow-man 
which  has  no  right  to  claim  exemp-  with  something  in  hira  like  them, 
tion  from  proper  work,  becauso  of  There  is  no  vanity  in  it,  nor  oven 
being  under  average,  I  happened  to  desire  to  conciliate;  only  a  little 
take  a  long  time  to  rcc'ivcr  from  so  touch  of  something  understood  he- 
many  spots  striking  inwards.  An  tweenthem.  Andnowbeinirhrought 
empty-headed  man  might  have  so  together  perhaps  hy  their  com- 
laughcd  at  the  little  drills  into  his  mon  kindliness,  and  with  the  door 
brain-pan ;  but  with  me  (as  with  of  death  wide  open,  as  it  were, 
a  good  bee-hive  early  in  October)  before  them,  the  well-born  and 
there  could  not  be  the  prick  of  a  highly- nurtured  baronet,  and  tho 
brad-awl  but  went  into  honey.  And  lowly,  neglected,  ami  ignorant  savage, 
KO  m}'  brain  was  in  a  buzz  for  at  found  (perhaps  all  the  more  clearly 
loast  a  twelvemonth  afterwards.  from   contrast)  something   harmoni- 

Thercfore   f   now  must  tell   what  oua    in    each    other.     At   any    rato 

happened,  rather  as  it  is  told  to  me,  they  bad  a  good  deal  of  talk  hy  the 

than  as  myself  remember  it.     Only  side  of  tho  lonely  river,  where  oven 

you  must  not  expect  such  truth,  as  tho  lighters  kept  aloof,  and  hugged 

1  always  give,  while  competent  to   the    utmost   the   opposite   shore. 

After    tho    master    of     tho    ship  And    tho     General,    finding    much 

Defence   had    proved   so   unable   to  amusement    in    poor    Jack's    queer 
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simplicity,    and     strange     remarks  mean,  Jack.    Do  you  mean  my  rod, 

upon  men  and  things,  would  often  the  Captain  ?" 

relax    without    losing    any    of    his  "Him!   no,   no.     I  know  better 

accustomed  dignity.     So  while  they  than  that.      It  is    plain  where  he 

were  speaking    of    death  one  day,  must  go  to." 

Jack  looked  at  Sir  Philip  with  an  "  Your  Captain !  you  disloyal  f el- 
air  of  deep  compassion  and  feeling,  low.  Why,  you  ought  to  be  lashed 
and  told  him  with  tearful  eyes  how  to  the  triangles.  But  who  is  it  you 
heartily  he  was  grieved  at  one  thing,  are  thinking  of  ?" 
Being  pressed  as  to  what  it  was,  he  "  I  know,  I  know,"  said  Jack, 
answered  that  it  was  Sir  Philip's  nodding  his  head ;  and  no  more 
wealth.  could    Sir  Philip   get  out  of    him. 

"Because,"  said  he,  "I  am  sad  And  whenever    he  tried    to    begin 

when  I  think  that  you  must  go  to  again,  Jack  Wildman  was  more  than 

hell,  sir."  a  match  for  him,  by  feigning  not  to 

14 1  go  to  hell !"    Sir  Philip  ex-  understand,  or  by  some  other  of  the 

claimed,  with  a  good  deal  of  rather  many  tricks  which  nature  supplies, 

unpleasant  surprise  ;    "  why  should  for  self-defence,  to  the  savage  against 

I  do  that,  Jack?    I  never  thought  the  civilised.     If  I  had  been  well, 

that    you    entertained    so    bad    an  1  must  have  shelled  this  poor  Jack's 

opinion  of  me."  meaning  out  of  him  ;  whereas,  on  the 

44  Your  Honour,"  said  Jack,  having  other  hand,   but  for  my  illness  be 

picked  up  some  of  my  correct  ex-  might  never  have  spoken.    So  it  came 

pressions,  u  it  is  not  me ;  it  is  God  to  pass  that  he  was  sent,  entirely  at 

Almighty.     I  was  told  afore  ever  I  Sir  Philip's  cost,  and  with  a  hand- 

leartied  to  read,  or  ever  heard  of  read-  some  gratuity,  to  rejoin  our  Captain 

ing,  how  it  was.    And  so  it  is  in  the  in  Plymouth  Sound,  and  to  carry 

Bible  now.     Poor  men  go  to  heaven,  back   Cannibals  Dick  and  Joe,  who 

rich  men  go  to  hell.     It  must  be  so  had  scoured  away  at  great   speed 

to  be  fair  for  both."  upon    hearing  of   my  sudden  mia- 

The  General  had  too  much  sense  fortune, 

to  attempt  to   prove  tho  opposite,  Now  I  will  tell  you  a  very  strange 

and  would  have  thought  no  more  tiling,  and  quite  out  of  my  experi- 

about  it,  if  Jack  had  dropped  tho  ence;   even  after  small-pox,  which 

subject      But    to  do    this    at    the  enlarged  and  filled  me  with  charity, 

proper  moment  requires  great  civil-  as  well  as  what  I  had  scarcely  room 

isation ;    while  on  the  other  hand  for— increase  of  humility.     This  is. 

Jack    sought    comfort,  needless    to  that  though  Captain  Bampfylde  had 

men  of  refinement  some  little  spare  time  at  Plymouth, 

44  Your  Honour  must  go  there,"  he  had  such  command  of  himself 

he    said,   with  a  nod  of   his  head  that  he  never  went  near  his  beloved 

which  was  meant  to  settle  it ;  u  but  Isabel       Nothing    could    have    so 

there  is  one  of  your  race,  or  family  "  checked    a  man  of  heartiness  and 

—or  whatever  word    of    that  sort  bravery,  except  tho  strongest  power 

he  employed,  for  he  scarce   could  of  honour,  and  a  long  time  of  chas- 

have    come   to    any  knowledge    of  tisement     There  was  a  lovely  young 

things  hereditary — "  who  will  go  to  woman,    and    here    a    fine    though 

heaven."  middle-aged    man,    her   husband; 

44  Many  are  gone  there  already —  they  loved  one  another  with  heart 

too    many,"    answered    Sir    Philip,  and  soul,  and  they  never  met,  but 

devoutly;  "but  tell  me  whom  you  through  a  telescope!     It  may  have 
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been  right,  or  it  may  have  been  nobody,  was  the  Honourable  Rodney 
*rong—  I  should  have  thought  it  Bluett,  now  first  lieutenant  of  the 
wrong,  perhaps,  if  the  ease  hail  been  Defence.  By  this  time  every  one 
ray  own — but  they  pledged  their  must  desire  to  know  why  Captain 
honour  and  kept  it.  Drake  Ramp-  Bampfylde  was  not  there,  as  ho 
fyldc  (like  his  fatheri  bud  a  strength  might  have  been,  and  might  have, 
of  trust  in  Providence.  But  this  made  himself  famous,  but  for  his 
trust  has  no  landed  security,  now  usual  ill  fortune.  This  had  carried 
that  the  Lord  has  found  tho  world  him  to  the  East  Indies,  before  the 
so  clever,  that  He  need  not  interfere  liefi.in.-e  bad  finished  refitting;  and 
with  it  there,  wkh  none  of  his  old  hands 
The  74-gun  ship  Defence  was  near  him,  bo  commanded  a  line- 
known  to  be  the  fastest  sailor  in  of-battlo  ship,  under  Commodore 
the  British  Navy  ;  not  from  her  Rainier  ;  and  after  some  hard  work, 
build  alone,  or  balance,  but  from  and  very  fine  fighting,  drove  tho 
my  careful  trim  of  her  sails,  and  brave  Dutchmen  out  of  the  castle 
knowledge  of  how  to  handle  her.  of  Trincomalee,  in  August  1795, 
Hours  and  hour:  1  spent  aloft,  which  we  came  to  hoar  of  after- 
among  lifts,   and   braces,   and  clue-  wards. 

garnets,  marking  the  draw  of  every  Thus  it  was  that  everybody 
sail,  and  righting  all  useless  belly-  seemed  to  be  scattered  everywhere, 
ing.  So  that  I  could  now  have  None  of  us  happened  to  hold  to- 
warranted  her  the  (irst  of  our  Navy  gelher,  except  those  three  poor  sav- 
to  break  the  line,  if  rigged  accord-  ages  ;  and  they,  by  a  sort  of  instinct, 
ing  to  my  directions,  and  with  me  managed  to  get  over  accidents.  For 
for  her  master.  However  (while  I  they  stuck,  with  that  fidelity  which 
lay  docked  like  this,  careened  I  is  lost  by  education,  to  Rodney 
might  say,  and  unlikely  ever  to  Bluett,  as  soon  as  ever  poor  Father 
carry  a  keel  again.),  the  Defence  Davy  failed  them.  But  this  is  a 
without  my  knowledge  even,  being  llwllllinil.il  subject,  and  must  soon 
new-masted,     sailed      to     join     the  be  done  with. 

Channel  Fleet,  wtth  lleaviside  act-  Let  me,  then,  not  dwell  upon  this 
ing  as  her  master;  and  as  might  visitation  of  the  Lord  for  a  moment 
have  been  expecttd,  fell  to  leeward  longer  than  the  claims  of  nation  and 
one  knot  in  three.  And  even  worse  nf  kin  combine  to  make  it  needful. 
than  this  befell  her ;  for  in  the  second  Nor  did  it  seem  to  matter  much  for 
of  those  two  miserable  actions  un-  a  long  time  what  became  of  me. 
der  Hot  ham  in  the  year  1735,  when  The  very  first  thing  I  remember, 
even  Nelson  could 'do  nothing,  the  after  months  of  wandering,  has 
Defence  having  now  another  cap-  something  lo  do  with  the  hush  of 
tain  as  well  as  a  stupid  master,  waves,  and  the  soft  breath  of  heaven 
actually  backed  her  inizzcn -topsail,  spread  over  me.  Also  kind  young 
in  the  roar  of  the  enemy,  when  the  voices  seemed  to  bo  murmuring 
signal  was  to  fill  and  stand  on,  around  me,  with  a  dear  regard  and 
However,  as  even  that  famous  ship  love,  and  sense  of  pretty  watchful- 
the  Agamemnon  did  nothing  that  nesfi ;  and  the  sound  of  my  native 
day,  through  getting  no  opportu-  tongue  as  soft  in  the  wool  of  a  nest 
nity,  we  must  forgive  poor  Ileavi-  to  my  bosom, 
side,  especially  as  he  was  not  cap-  Because  I  was  lying  in  a  ham- 
tain.  But  the  one  who  ground  his  mock,  plunp,  by  Colonel  Lougher's 
teeth  the  hardest,  and  could  forgive  orders,  betwist  the  very  same  moor- 
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ing  posts  (at  about  half-tide  in  New-  to  be  up  to  real  sense  again,  the 
ton  Bay)  which  truly  enabled  the  kindness  of  every  one  around  me 
sons  of  Devon  to  make  such  a  safe  made  me  fit  for  nothing.*  In  the 
job  of  stealing  his  rocks.  Not  only  weakness  of  expecting  all  to  take 
the  Colonel  but  Lady  Bluett,  who  advantage  of  me  (as  is  done  in 
generally  led  his  judgment,  felt  by  health  and  spirits),  all  the  weakness 
this  time  the  pleasure  of  owing  true  I  could  find  was  in  my  friends  and 
gratitude  to  somebody.  My  fatherly  neighbours  always  labouring  to  en- 
care  of  the  young  lieutenant  had  courage  me.  This  to  my  mind 
turned  him  out  so  nobly.  proves  almost  the  wrongness  of  ex- 
It  misbecomes  me  to  speak  of  pecting  people  to  be  worse  than  we 
this  ;  and  it  misbecame  me  to  speak  are. 

at  all,  with   the   sea-breezo  flowing  That  winter  was  the  most  severe, 

over  me,  the  first  words  of  know-  all  over  Western  Europe,  known  for 

ledge   that  I   had   spoken  for  how  five-and-fifty  years.      I  well  remem- 

long  I  know  not.      Nothing  can  be  ber  the   dreadful  winter   a.d.    1740, 

too    high,   or  too    low,   for  human  when  the  Severn  was  frozen  with  a 

nature  at  both  ends ;    but  I  ought  yard  of  ice,  and  the  whole  of  the 

to  have  known  better   than  to   do  Bristol    Channel    blocked  with  ice- 

the  thing  I  did.  bergs  like  great  hay-ricks.      Twelve 

"Give  me  a  pipe,"  was  all  I  said;  people  were  frozen  to  death  in   our 

and  then  I  turned  away,  and  cared  parish,  and  seven  were  killed  through 

not  whether  I  got  my  pipe,  or  whe-  the  ice  on  the  sea.      The  winter  of 

ther    the    rising    tide    extinguished  1795  was   nothing  to  be  compared 

me.  to  that ;    nevertheless    it    was    very 

44  Hero  is  your  pipe,  sir,"  came  in  furious,   and  killed  more    than  we 

a  beautiful  voice  from   down  below  could  spare  of  our  very  oldest  in- 

mc  ;  uand  wo  have  the  tinder  ready,  habitants. 

Bunny,  let  me  do  it  now."  And    but    for    the    extraordinary 

That  pipe  must   have   saved  my  kindness   of   Colonel   Lougher,   that 

life.      Everybody  said  so.      It  came  winter   must   have   killed  not    only 

and  went  in  curls  of  comfort  through  me  in  my  weak  and  worn-out  con- 

the  hollow  dying  places  of  my  head  dition,    but  also   the   poor    maid  of 

that  had  not  even  blood  enough  to  Sker,  if  left  to  encounter  the  cold 

call  for  it ;    and  then  it  never  left  in  that  iceberg.     For,  truly  speaking, 

my    soul    uneasy    about    anything,  the  poor  old  house  was  nothing  else 

Hammock   and  all  must  have  gone  through  that  winter.      The  snow  in 

afloat,    with   the  rapid   rise  of    the  swirling  sheets  of  storm  first  wrapped 

spring,  except  for  Colonel  Lougher' s  it  up  to  the  window-sills ;  and  then 

foresight.  in  a  single  night  overleaped  gables, 

Who  was  it  that  watched  me  so,  roofs,  and  chimney-tops.     Moxy  and 

and  would  have  waited  by  my  side,  Watkin   passed  a  month  of    bitter 

until    the    waves    were    over    her  \  cold  and  darkness,  but  were  lucky 

Who  was  it  that  kept  on  listening,  enough    to    have    some  sheep  who 

to  let  me  know,  while  I  could  not  kept  them  warm  outside,  and  warmed 

speak  V      Who  was  it  that  gave  a  their  insides  afterwards.     And  after 

little  bit  of  a  sigh,  every  now   and  that  the   thaw   came.     But  all  this 

then,    and    then    breathed    hard   to  time  there  was  nobody  in  my  little 

smother  it?     Who  was  it,  or  who  cottage  at  Newton  but  poor  Roger 

could    it   be,    in     the    whole    wide  Berkrollcs,   and  how  he  kept  soul 

world,  but  Bardic  ?  and  body  together  is  known  to  none 

Not  only  this,  but  when  I  began  save  himself  and  Heaven.     For  Colo- 
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nel  Lonelier  and  Lady  Bluett,  at  brother  of  tbc  Colonel,  a  gentleman 
the  very  beginning  of  the  frost,  sent  who  had  bought  my  fish,  and  felt 
down  my  old  friend,  Cruiupy  the  my  spiritual  needs.  To  him  I  lis- 
butler,  to  report  upon  my  condition,  tened  (for  well  be  read),  especially 
and  to  give  his  candid  opinion  what  a  psalm  to  which  I  could  for  ever 
was  the  beat  thing  to  do  with  me.  listen,  full  of  noble  navigation, 
After  that  long  struggle  now  (thanks  deeper  even  than  our  soundings  in 
to  a  fine  constitution  and  the  death  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
of  the  only  doctor  anywhere  on  our  Every  night  we  used  to  wonder 
side  of  Bridgend),  1  had  begun  to  where  Lieutenant  Bluett  was,  know- 
look  up  a  little  and  to  know  the  time  inj;  as  we  did  from  my  descriptions 
of  day.  Crumpy  felt  my  pulse,  and  (when  the  hob  was  hot)  what  it  is 
nodded,  and  then  prescribed  the  to  ho  at  sea  with  all  the  rigging 
only  medicine  which  his  own  expc-  freezing.  When  the  blocks  aro 
rience  in  life  had  ever  verified.  Port  clogged  with  ice,  and  make  rayste- 
wine,  he  said,  was  the  only  thing  to  rious  groaning*,  and  the  shrouds 
put  me  on  my  legs  again.  And  this  have  grown  a  board  its  cold  as  their 
he  laid  before  the  Colonel  with  such  own  name  is,  and  the  deck  begins 
absence  of  all  doubt,  that  on  the  to  slip ;  and  all  the  watch,  with 
very  same  afternoon  a  low  and  slow  ropes  to  handle,  spit  upon  tleir 
carriage  was  sent  for  me,  and  I  found  palms,  and  strike  them  (dancing 
myself  laid  in  a  very  snug  room,  with  their  toes  the  while),  one  man 
with  the  firelight  ':■  t.  ,;  .  •  ■■■  i.i  ,  ■.'..-,  !•  -,.":■-■  (■■ 
reflection  of  the  key  of  the  wine-  sparks  come  out.  Bo  it  is,  I  can 
cellar.  Also  here  was  Bardic  IllUing,  assure  you,  who  have  never  been  at 
light  as  a  gnat  in  spring-time,  and  sea,  when  the  barbs  of  icy  spray 
Bunny  to  be  had  whenever  anybody  by  a  l'r-c/.iu-_r  wind  are.  driven,  like  a 
wanted  her.  Only  her  scantling  volley  of  langrel  -  shot  raking  the 
and  her  tonnage  unfitted  her  for  ship  from  stem  to  stern,  shrivelling 
frigate -service.  blue  cheeks  and   rod  nose,-',  shatter- 

What  had  a  poor  old  fellow  liku  ing  quids  from  the  chattering  teeth, 

me— as   in  weak  moments    I   called  Many  a  time  in  these  bitter  nights, 

myself — ever  done,  or  even  suffered,  with  the  roar  of  cast  wind  through 

to    deserve    to    find    the  world   an  the  fir-trees,  and  the  rattle  of  doors 

Inn    of   good    Samaritans?     I    felt  in  the   snow-drift,  I  felt  ashamed  of 

that  it  was  all  of  pure  unreasonable  my  cozy  berth,   and  could  not  hug 

kindness ;   the  very   thing   which   a  my  comfort,    from    thinking   of  my 

man  of  spirit  cannot   bear  to  put   up  ancient  messmates  turned  to  huddled 

with.     I  have  felt  (his  often,  when  icicles. 

our  Parson  discoursed  about  ourgra-  But  all  was  ordained  for  the  best, 

cious   Lord,  and  all  the   things    Ho  no  doubt  :  for  supposing  that  I  had 

did  for  us.     A  man  of  proper  self-  .  been  at  sea  through  the  year  1705, 

respect  would  like   to   liave   had    a  or   even    17flfl,  what   single   general 

voice  in  it.  action  was  there  worthy  of  my  prc- 

This,  however  fas  He/.ckiah  told  sence?  It  might  havo  been  otho- 
ns  in  the  cockpit,  after  we  had  wise  with  me  there,  and  in  a  lead- 
pickled  him),  might  be  safely  attri-  ing  position.  However,  even  of  this 
buted  to  the  force  of  unrogeneracy ;  I  cannot  by  any  means  be  certain, 
white  a  man  who  is  down  in  hick,  for  seamen  quit*  as  brave  and  skil- 
and  constitution  also,  trusts  to  any  ful  were  afloat  at  that  very  time, 
stout  mortal  for  a  loan  of  orthodoxy.  However,  beyond  a  few  frigate  ac- 
And  so  did  I  to  our  Rector  Lougher,  tions,    and  matters   far   away  from 
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home,  at  the  Cape,  or  in  the  East  call   him  a  noble  specimen  of  jour 

Indies,  I  did  not  hear  of  anything  fellow-countrymen." 

that  I  need  have  longed  much  to  "Yes,    to    be    sure,"    answered 

partake  in.     So  that  I  did  not  re-  Anthony    Stew :    "  but    my    noble 

pent  of  accepting  a  harbour-appoint-  fellow-countrymen  say  that  I  am  an 

ment    at    Plymouth,    which    (upon  Irishman." 

my  partial  recovery)  was  obtained  "No  doubt  whatever  about  that, 

for  mo    by  Sir  Philip    Bampfylde,  your  Worship,"  was  the  proper  thing 

an  old  friend  of  the  Port- Admiral  for  me  to  reply ;  but  the  condition 

there.  of  my  head  forbade  me  almost  to 

For  that  good  Sir  Philip  was  a  shake  it.  If  it  had  pleased  the 
little  uneasy,  after  shipping  me  off  Lord  to  give  me  only  a  dozen  holes 
last  autumn,  lest  he  might  have  be-  and  scars — which  could  not  matter 
haved  with  any  want  of  gratitude  at  my  time  of  life — there  would  not 
towards  me.  Of  course  he  had  done  by  any  means  have  arisen,  as  all 
nothing  of  the  kind ;  for  in  truth  I  the  old  women  of  Newton  said,  this 
had  raved  for  my  country  so — as  I  sad  pressure  on  the  brain-pan,  and 
came  to  learn  long  afterwards — that  difficulty  of  coping  even  with  a  man 
when  all  the  risk  of  infection  was  of  Anthony  Stew's  kind.  But,  alas! 
over,  the  doctor  from  Barnstaple  instead  of  opening  out,  the  subtle 
said  that  my  only  chance  of  recover-  plague  struck  inwards,  leaving  not 
ing  reason  lay  in  the  air  of  my  a  sign  outside,  but  a  delicate  trans- 
native  land.     But  at  any  rate  this  parency. 

kind  baronet  thought  himself  bound  This  visit  from  Sir  Philip  did  not 

to  come  and  look  after  me,  in  the  end  without  a  queer  affair,  whereof 

spring  of  the  year  when  the  buds  I    had    no    notice  then,   being    set 

were  awake,  and  the  iron  was  gone  down  by  all  the  village  as  only  fit 

from   the  soul  of  the  earth  again,  to  poke  about  among  the  sand-hills, 

He  had  often  promised  that  fine  old  and  then  to  die.     But  no  one  could 

tyrant    Anthony    Stew    to    revisit  take  the  church-clock  from  me,  till 

him ;    so  now  he  resolved    to   kill  the  bell  should  be  tolling  for  mo ; 

two  birds  with  one  stone,   as  the  and  as  a  matter  of  duty  I  drew  some 

saying  is.  long  arrears  of  salary. 

I    had    returned    to    my  cottage  It   seems  that    Sir  Philip  drove 

now,  but  being  still  very  frail  and  down   one  day  from   Pen  Coed   to 

stupid,  in   spite  of  port  wine  every  look  after  me,  and  having  done  this 

day,  I  could  not  keep  the  tears  from  with    his    usual    kindness,    spread 

starting,  when  this  good  and  great  word    through   the    children    (who 

landowner  bent  his  silver  head  be-  throughout  our  land  abounded)  that 

neath  my  humble  lintel,  and  forbade  really  none  of  his  money  remained 

me  in  his  calm  majestic  manner  to  for  any  more  sticks  of  peppermint, 

think  for  a  moment  of  dousing  my  It  was  high  time  for  them  to  think, 

pipe.     And  even  Justice  Stew,  who  he  said,  after  ever  so  much   educa- 

of  course  took  good  care  to  come  tion,  of  earning  from  sevenpence  to 

after  him,   did  not  use  an  uncivil  tenpence  a- week,  for  the  good  of  the 

word,  when  he  saw  what  Sir  Philip  babies  they  carried.     All   the  chil- 

thought  of  me.  dren    gathered    round  him  at  this 

"Sir,"  said    the  General    to    the  fine  idea,  really  not  believing  quite 

Squire,   after  shaking  hands    most  that  the  purse  of  such  a  gentleman 

kindly  with    me,    "this  is   a  man  could   have  nothing   more  to   say. 

whom  I  truly  respect.     There  seems  And  the  girls  bearing  babes  wore 

to  be  but  one  opinion  about  him.     I  concave  in  the  back,  while  the  boys 
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in  the  same  predicament  stuck  out  minds  me  of  Devonshire.     But  thoy 

clumsily   where    their    spines    wore  ought  to  plant  some  trees  here." 

setting.  The  driver  replied  that  there  was 

"  Drive  mo  away,"  said  Sir  Philip  some    danger    in     driving     through 

to   the   groom  ;   "drive  me   straight  8te  warren,  unless  one  knew   the 

away  anywhere:   these  Welsh  chi!-  ground   thoroughly,    on   account   of 

dren  are  so  clever,   I   shall  have  no  ihe    number    of    rabbit-holes ;    and 

chance  with  them."  the   baronet,   with   that  true  regard 

"  Indeed,  your  Honour,  thoy  is,"  which    a    gentleman    feels   for    the 

said  the  groom   with  a  grin,  as  be-  horse  of  a  friend,  eutCSllM  his  order 

hoved  a  Welshman.     "  Would  your  immediately.     "  But,"  he  continued, 

Honour  like  to  go  down  by  the  sea,  "  I  am  so  thirsty  that  I   scarcely 

and    seo   our  beautiful    water-rocks,  know    what  to  do.     My  friend  Lle- 

and  our  old  armshent  places  f  wellyn's  hospitality  is  so  overpowcr- 

"To   be   sure,"    said    Sir    Philip;  ing.     The   taste   of    rum   is    almost 

"  tho   very    tiling.     Wo    have    four  unknown   to   me ;   but   I   could   not 

hours'  time  to  dinner  yet;  and  I  fear  refuse  when  he  pressed  me  so.     It 

I    have   worn   out    poor    Llewellyn,  has  made  me  confoundedly  thirsty, 

Now  follow  the  coastline  if  you  are  Lewis." 

sure  that  your  master  would  like  it,  "Your      Honour,"     said      Lewis, 

Lewis,  with    this   young  horse,  and  "just  round   that  corner,  in  a  little 

our  weight  behind."  break   of  the  roeks,  there  is  one  of 

"Your      Honour,      nothing     ever  the    finest    springs    in    Glamorgan, 

comes    amiss   to    this   young   horse  '  Ffynnon    Wen '    wo    call    it,     the 

here.     'TJs  tire   I  should  like  to  see  water  does  he  sparkling  so." 

him,    for   a   change,   as   we  do  say.  The    groom,    having    no    cup    to 

And  master  do  always  tell  me  keep  fetch  the  water,  stood   by   the  horse 

salt-water  on  his  legs  whenever.*1  in   the   little   pant  or  combe  ;  while 

"Right!"   cried  Sir    Philip,    who  old  Sir  Philip  went    down  to    the 

loved    the   spree,    being   as    full    of  shore,  to  drink  as  our  lirst  forefather 

spirits   still,    when    tho  air  took  his  drank,    and    Gideon's    men    in    the 

trouble   out   of  him,    as   the  young  Bible.     Whethcrho  lapped  ordipped, 

horse  in  the  shafts  was.  I   know  not   (probably  the  latter,  at 

So    they    drove    away    over    the  bis  time  of  life),  anyhow  he  assuaged 

sands  towards  Skcr,  which  it  is  easy  his  thirst — which   rum  of  my  quali- 

enongh   to   do   with   a   good   Btrong  ty  could   not  have  caused  in  a  really 

horse   and  a   light  car  behind   him.  sound  oonatitbtfoa,   after  taking  no 

And  by  this  time  the  neighbourhood  more   than   a   thimbleful— and  then 

had  quite  forgotten  all  its  (head  of  for   a   moment   he   sate   on   a  rock, 

sand-storms.      In  about  half  an  hour  soothed   by   the   purling    water,    to 

they   found   themselves  in   a   pretty  rest  and  to  look  around  him.     Tho 

place  of  grass  and  furze  known   as  place  has  no  great  beauty,  as  of  a 

the  Lock's  Common,  which  fares  the  seaside    spring   in    Devonshire,    but 

sea  over  some   low  cliffs,  and  at  the  more  of  choor  and  life  about  it  than 

western  end  coves  down  to  iL     This  their    ferny    grottoes.      The    bright 

is    some    half     a    mile    from    Skcr  water  breaks  from  an  elbow  of  rock, 

House,  and  a  ragged  dry  "all  makes  in    many    veins     all     uniting,     and 

the    parish    boundary,    severing    it  without   any   cliff  above  them;  and 

from  Sker-land.  then,  after  rushing  a  very  few  yards 

"Drive  on,"  cried  Sir  Philip;  "I  through  set  stone  and  loose  shingle, 

enjoy   all   this:      I    call    this   really  loses    its    self-will    upon    the     soft 

beautiful,   and    this   tine   sward    re-  sand,    and    spreads   a   way    over    a 
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hundred  yards  of  vague  wetness  and  it  was  her  sensitive  point  that  she 

shallow  shining.  could  not  tell  any  one  who  she  was ; 

The  mild  sun  of  April  was  glanc-  and  her  pride  (which  was  manifold) 

ing  on   this,   and   the  tide  just  ad-  always  led  her  to  draw  hack  from 

vancing  to  see  to  it,  when  the  shadow  questions. 

of  a  slim  figure  fell  on  the  stones  On  the  other  hand  the  old  roan's 

before   Sir  Philip.     So  quietly  had  gaze  of  strong  surprise  and  deep  in- 

she  slipped  along,  and  appeared  from  tcrcst  faded  into  mere  admiration  at 

the  rocks  so  suddenly,  that  neither  the  sound  of  our  fine  language, 

old  man  nor  young  maiden  thought  "  Fair  young  Cambrian,    I    have 

of  the  other  until  their  eyes  met.  asked  you  rudely,  and  you  are  dis- 

"  What,   why,   who  ?"    cried    the  pleased  with   me.     Lift  your  curls, 

General,   with   something  as    much  my  little  dear,  and  let  me  see  your 

like  a  start  as  good  conscience  and  face  a  while.     I  remember  one  just 

long  service  had  left  in  him  :   "  who  like  it     There,  you  are  put  out  again ! 

are  you  ?    Who  are  you,  my  dear  ?"  So    it    was  with    the  one  I  mean, 

For  his  eyes  were  fixed  on  a  fair  when  anything  happened  hastily." 

young  damsel  of  some  fifteen  sum-  The  beautiful  girl  Hung  back  her 

mors,  standing  upright,  with  a  pad  hair,  and  knelt  to  stoop  her  pitcher 

on  her  head,  and  on  the  pad  a  red  in   the  gurgling  runnel ;   and   then 

pitcher.     Over  her    shoulders,    and  she  looked  at  his  silver  locks,  and 

down  to  her  waist,  fell  dark-brown  was  sorry  for  her  impatience, 

curls  abundantly,   full  of   gleaming  "  Sir,  I  beg  you  to  forgive  me,  if 

gold  where  the  sun  stole  through  the  I  have  been  rude  to  you.     I  am  the 

rocks  to  dwell  in  them.     Her  dress  maid  from  the  old  house  yonder.     I 

was  nothing  but  blue  Welsh  flannel,  am  often  sent  for  this  water,  because 

gathered  at  the  waist  and  tucked  in  it  sparkles  much  more  than  our  own 

front,  and  her  beautifully  tinted  legs  does.     If    you    please,    I    must    go 

and  azure-veined  feet  shone  under  it.  home,  sir." 

"Who  are  you,  my   pretty   crea-  She    filled    the  red  pitcher,   and 

turc  ?"     Sir  Philip  Bampfylde  asked  tucked  the  blue  skirt,  as  girls  alone 

again,   while  she  opened  her    grey  can  manage  it ;  and  Sir  Philip  Bamp- 

eyes  wide  at  him.  fyldc  sighed  at  thinking  of  his  age 

44  Y  Fcrch  o'r  Seer,  Syr,"  she  and  loneliness,  while  with  an  old- 
answered  shyly,  and  with  the  strong  fashioned  gentleman's  grace  he 
guttural  tone  which  she  knew  was  lifted  the  pitcher  and  asked  no  more 
unpleasant    to    English    ears.      For  upon  whose  head  ho  laid  it 


CHAPTER   LVIII. — MORE    II A  ST  E,    LESS  SPEED. 

To  do  what  is  thoroughly  becom-  of  course  humble,  but  nevertheless 

ing  and  graceful  is  my  main  desire,  well-grounded,  self-respect 

That  any  man  should  praise  himself,  This   delicacy    alone    forbids    mo 

and   insist  upon    his  own    exploits  even   to  allude  to  that  urgent  and 

and   services  to   his  native  land,  or  universal  call  for  my  very  humblo 

even  should  let  people  guess  at  his  services    which     launched    me    on 

valour,  by  any  manner  of  side-wind,  the  briny  waves    once    more,    and 

— such   a   course  would  simply  de-  in    time   for   a  share   in   the  glori- 

prive  me  of  the  only  thing  a  poor  ous  battle  fought  off  Cape  St  Vin- 

battercd   sailor  has  left  to   support  cent     Upon   that  great  St   Valen- 

him  against  his  pension;   J    mean  tine's  Day   of  1797,    I  was  Master 
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of  the  Excellent,  under  Captain  of  thosu  sad  mutinies  which  dis- 
Collingwood  ;  Mid  every  boy  in  the  [Traced  our  fleets  so  terribly  r  That 
parish  knows  hcjw  we  captured  the  deep  respect  for  authority  which 
Saint  Isidore,  and  really  took  the  (like  the  yolk  of  a  nest  egg)  lies 
Saint  Nicholas,  though  other  people  calmly  inside  me.  waiting  to  be 
got  the  credit,  and  nearly  took  a  sate  upon :  as  well  as  my  inborn 
four-decked  shij.  uf  |:;u  (rims,  whose  sense  of  Nature's  resistless  detcrmi- 
namc  whs  the  Saint  Miss  Trinder,  nation  to  end  by  turning  me  into 
and  who  managed  to  sneak  away,  a  gentleman  (indications  of  which 
when  by  all  lights  wo  had  gut  must  have  long  ago  been  perceived 
her.  by  every  reader),  not  to  mention 
However,  let  us  be  content  with  any  common  sense  of  duty  in  the 
things  beyond  contradiction  ;  the  abstract  and  wages  in  the  pocket- 
foremost  of  which  is,  that  no  ship  the.se  cnriMiteriilions  must  have  led 
ever  was  carried  into  action  in  a  mc  to  lay  a  pistol  to  the  head  of  al- 
more  masterly  style  than  the  Ex-  most  every  man  I  could  find.  Hnw- 
cellent  upon  that  occasion.  And  ever,  from  such  a  course  of  action 
the  weight  of  this  falls  on  the  mas-  grace  and  mercy  preserved  me :  and 
ter,  far  more  thun  the  Captain,  I  do  perhaps  it  was  quite  as  well.  For 
assure  you.  So  highly  were  my  I  am  not  sure  that  I  could  have 
skill  and  coolness  commended  in  stopped  any  one  of  the  four  mutinies 
the  despatches,  that  if  I  could  have  entirely  •  although  I  can  answer  for 
borne  to  be  reduced  lieh>w  inferior  it,  that  never  would  had  manners 
men,  I  might  have  died  .1  real  Cap-  take  the  lead  in  any  ship,  while  I 
tain  in  the  British  Navy.  For  (as  was  Master,  It  is  the  shilly-shally- 
happened  to  the  now  Captain  Bow-  ing  that  produces  all  the  mischief, 
en,  when  Master  of  the  Queen  If  all  our  Captains  had  behaved 
Charlotte)  I  was  offered  a  licuten-  like  Captain  Peard  and  his  first 
ant's  commission,  and  doubted  about  lieutenant,  in  the  St.  George  off 
accepting  it.  Had  I  been  twenty  Cadis,  at  the  first  spread  of  dis- 
years  younger,  of  course,  I  roust  affection,  it  is  my  opinion  that  a 
have  jumped  at  (he  offer;  but  at  great  disgrace  and  danger  would 
my  time  of  life,  and  with  all  my  have  been  crushed  in  the  bud.  But 
knowledge,  it  would  have  been  what  could  be  expected  when  our 
too  painful  to  be  ordered  about  by  Government  showed  the  like  weak- 
some  young  dancer;  therefore  I  ness  t  Twice  they  went  hankering 
declined;  at  the  same  time  think-  after  peace,  and  even  sent  ambossa- 
ing  it  fair  to  suggest,  for  the  sake  dors  I  Who  can  ram  shot  homo 
of  the  many  true  Britons  now  de-  with  pleasure  while  things  of  this 
pendent  upon  me,  that  a  small  pe-  kind  arc  encouraged  f  To  fight  it 
cuniary  remittance  would  meet  with  out  is  the  true  Christianity,  ordered 
my  consideration.  That  faculty  of  by  the  Church  itself, 
mine,  however,  was  not  called  to  tho  And  this  we  did,  and  are  doing 
encounter  :  I  never  heard  more  still,  as  Roger  Berkrolles  prophesied  ; 
about  it,  and  had  to  bo  satisfied  and  the  only  regret  I  have  about  it 
with  glory.  B>it  if  a  man  is  under-  is  that  a  stiffness  in  my  knees  en- 
valued  often,  aiid  puts  up  with  it,  ables  the  other  boarders  to  take  a 
he  generally  finds  that  fortune  treats  mean  advantage  of  their  youth,  and 
him  with  respect  in  other  more  scri-  jump  into  the  chains  or  port-holes 
ous  aspects.  Fur  instance,  what  of  a  ship  (when  by  my  tactics  con- 
would  hare  happi'iied  if  I'mvidcnca  quered),  so  as  to  get  a  false  le'ad  of 
had  ordained  to  send  me  into  either         -     However,  no  small  consolation 
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was  to  be  gained  by  reflecting  how  one  true  compass  for  a  man  to  steer 

much  more   prize-money  would  ac-  by — whereas  I  never  did  find  a  man 

crue  to  me  than  to  any  of  these  for-  — outside  my  own  Sunday  clothes, 

ward    fellows,  so    that    ono  might  — whose  conscience  would  not  back 

with  an    unmoved  leg  contemplate  him  up  in  whatever  he  had  a  mind 

their  precipitancy.  for. 

Even  a  sorer  grievance  was  the  My  own  had  always  worked  like 
breaking  up  and  dispersion  of  our  a  power  plainly  exposed  to  every 
noble  and  gallant  ship's  company,  one;  thereby  gaining  strength  and 
so  long  accustomed  to  one  another  revolving  as  fast  as  a  mountain 
and  to  sharp  discipline  in  the  De-  windmill,  when  the  corn  is  falling 
fence.  Where  was  Captain  Bamp-  away  to  chaff.  This,  however,  was 
fylde  ?  where  was  Lieutenant  Rodney  not  required  in  the  present  instance ; 
Bluett?  What  was  become  of  our  for  Hepzibah  (like  a  good  woman) 
three  tine  savages  ?  Even  Heaviside  fell  from  one  extreme  into  the  op- 
and  Hezekiah  were  in  my  thoughts  posite.  From  bitter  reviling  to 
continually,  and  out  of  my  know-  praise  and  gratitude  was  but  a  turn 
ledge  entirely.  As  to  the  latter  of  the  tongue  to  her;  especially 
worthy  gunsmith,  "  Artillerist  to  when  I  happened  to  whisper  into 
the  King  and  Queen,  and  all  the  the  ear  of  Griffith  that  the  whole 
Royal  Family, "  I  can  only  at  pre-  of  my  stipend  for  Newton  Church 
sent  say  that  when  I  had  been  last  at  clock  would  now,  according  to  my 
home,  and  before  my  acceptance  of  views  of  justice,  be  handed  to  Heze- 
that  brief  appointment  in  the  Ply-  kiah's  wife,  inasmuch  as  the  worthy 
mouth  dockyard — in  short,  when  first  gunsmith  had  rejoined  the  Church 
I  recovered  strength,  after  that  long  of  England.  And  I  said  what  a 
illness,  to  cope  with  the  walk  both  dreadful  blow  this  would  be  to  all 
to  and  fro — I  found  occasion  to  go  the  Nicodemites,  when  the  gun- 
to  Bridgend,  with  my  uniform  on  officer  returned  with  money  enough 
for  the  sako  of  the  town.  I  had  to  build  a  chapel :  however,  I  felt 
not  turned  the  corner  of  the  bridge  that  it  served  them  right,  because 
a  good  half-hour,  before  that  import-  they  had  lately  begun  to  sneer  at 
ant  fact  was  known  from  the  river-  his  good  wife's  wonderful  propho- 
bank  to  the  churchyard.  And  cies.  In  a  word,  I  had  promised 
Griffith  of  the  "Cat  and  Snuffers,"  to  find  Hezekiah;  and,  both  while 
set  up  such  a  Welsh  hurrah  [as  in  harbour  and  now  when  afloat, 
good  as  tho  screech  of  a  wild-cat  I  tried  to  get  tidings  not  only 
trapped]  that  it  wont  up  the  hill  to  of  him,  but  also  of  the  Newton 
Newcastle.  In  a  word,  Hepzibah  tailor,  and  Heaviside,  and  the  three 
heard  of  me,  and  ran  down  the  hill,  wild  men,  as  well  as  young  Harry 
like  a  roaring  lion,  demanding  her  Savage,  Lieutenant  Bluett,  and  Cap- 
Hezekiah  !  tain  Bampyfyldc.     For  all  of  these 

What    ensued    is  painful   to  me  being  at  sea  and  in  war-time,  who 

even  now  to  speak  of.     For  though  could  say  what  had  befallen  them? 

my    conscience    was    refitting,   and  Whereas  I  knew  all  about  most  of 

ready   to   knock  about  again   after  our  people  now  living  ashore  in  tho 

carrying  too  much  sail,  I  could  not  middle  of  peace.     However,  of  course 

find    it  in   my   heart  to    give    the  one  must  expect  old  shipmates  to 

mother  of  a  rapid  family   nothing  be  parted ;   and   with   all   the  vast 

but  lies  to  feed  upon.     Many  men  force  now  afloat  under  the  British 

of  noble  nature  dwell  upon  nothing  flag,  it  would  almost  bo  a  wonder 

but  conscience ;  as  if  that  were  the  if  any  of  us  should  haul  our  wind 
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within  hailing  distance  of  the  others  If  it  were  not  hence,   I  know  not 

during  our  cruise  in  this  world.  whence  it  wns  that  Nelson  had  such 

Nevertheless  it  did  so  happen,  as  power  over  every  man  of  us.     To 

T  plainly  will  set  forth,  so  far  as  I  know  what  he  meant,   to  pronounce 

remember.     Through  the  rest  of  tbe  it,    and     to    perceive    what     others 

year  '97  and  the  early  part  of   the  meant,  these  three   powers  enabled 

following  year  I  was  knocking  about  him  to  make  all  the  rest  mean  what 

off  and   on   near   tbe  Straits,  being  he   cid.     At   any  rate   such   is   my 

appointed  to  another  ship  while  tbe  opinion;    although    I  would  not  fly 

Excellent   was   refitting,   and   after-  in  the  face  of  better  scholars   than 

wards    to   the    Goliath,    a   fine   74,  myself,  who  declared  that  hero  was 

under  Captain  Foley.  witchcraft.      What    else    coidd    ac- 

In  the  month  of  May  1708,  all  count  for  the  manner  in  which  all 

our  Mediterranean  lire!,  except  three  Nelson's    equals    in   rank    at    once 

ships    of    the    line,    lay  blockading  acknowledged  him  as  the  foremost, 

Cadiz.     Our  Adm-ral,   the   Earl   St.  and  felt  no  juiikmsy  toward*  him? 

Vincent,  formerly  Sir  John   Jorvis,  Even    Admiral     Earl    St    Vincent, 

had   orders   also   to  watch    Toulon,  great  commander  as  he  was,  is  said 

where  a  great  fleet  was  assembling,  to  have  often  deferred  to  the  judg- 

And   our  information  was  so  scant  ment  of  the  younger  officer.     As  for 

and  contradictory,  that  our  Admiral  the  men,  they  alt  looked  upon  it  as 

sent  but  three  ships  of  the  line  and  worth  a  gold  watch  to  sail  under 

a  frigate  or  two  to  see  what  those  him.     Therefore  we   officers   of   the 

crafty  Frenchmen   might   be   up   to.  in-shore    squadron,    under    Captain 

But  this  searching  squadron   hud  a  Trowbridge,  could  scarcely  keep  our 

commander  whose    name  was    Ho-  crews  from  the    most  tremendous 

ratio  Nelson.  and  uproarious  cheers  when  we  got 

This  was  not  by  any  means  the  orders  to  make  sail  for  the  Mtditer- 
man  to  let  frog-eaters  clo  exactly  as  rancan,  and  place  ourselves  under 
they  pleased  with  us.  *■  1  believe  in  the  command  .if  Nelson.  We  could 
the  King  of  England;  I  have  faith  not  allow  any  cheering,  because  the 
in  discipline;  I  sbhor  all  French-  Dons  ashore  were  not  to  know  a 
men  worse  than  the  very  devil."  word  ahont  our  departure,  lest  they 
Such  was  his  creed ;  and  at  any  should  inform  the  Crappos,  under 
moment  bo  would  give  bis  life  for  whose  orders  they  now  were  acting, 
it.  It  is  something  for  a  man  to  And  a  British  cheer  has  such  a  ring 
know  what  he  means,  and  be  able  over  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and  leaps 
to  put  it  clearly ;  and  this  alone  from  wave  to  wave  so,  that  I  have 
fetches  to  his  sidy  more  than  half  heard  it  a  league  nway  when  roused 
of  the  argucrs  who  cannot  make  up  well  to  windward.  So  our  fine 
their  minds  up.  But  it  is  a  much  fellows  had  leave  to  cheer  to  their 
rarer  gift,  and  not  often  combined  hearts'  content  when  we  got  our 
with  the  other,  for  a  man  to  enter  offing ;  and  partly  under  my  con- 
into,  and  bo  able  to  follow  up,  ways  duct  (for  I  led  the  way  in  the 
and  turns,  and  ins  and  outs,  of  the  Goliath),  nine  seventy- fours  got 
natures  of  all  other  men.  If  this  is  away  to  sen  in  the  night  of  the 
done  by  practised  subtlety, it  arouses  24th  of  May,  and  nine  liners  from 
hatred,  and  can  get  no  further.  But  England  replaced  them,  without  a 
if  it  bo  a  gift  of  nature  exercised  single  Jack  Spaniard  ever  suspect- 
unwittingly,  and  with  kind  love  of  ing  any  movement  Every  one 
manliness,  all  who  arc  worth  bring-  knows  what  a  time  wo  had  of  it, 
ing  over  arc  brcmglit  over  by  it  after  joining  our  Admiral ;  how  wo 
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dashed  away  helter-skelter,  from  one  (when  he  found   that  our  Govcm- 

end  of  the  world  to  the  other  al-  ment  would  not  hear  of  it,  but  was 

most,     in     a     thorough    wild-goose  nearly  certain   of  a  mighty  landing 

chase,    because    the    Board  of  Ad-  upon  Ireland),  eff  he  set  for  Egypt, 

miralty,    with   their   usual   manage-  carrying  on  with  every  blcssea  sail 

ment,  sent  thirteen  ships  of  the  line  that  would  or  even  would  not  draw, 

especially   on    a    searching    scurry  We  came  to  that  coast  at  a  racing 

without    one    frigate    to    scout  for  speed,  and  you  should  have  seen  his 

them !     We  were  obliged  to  sail,  of  vexation  when  there  was  no  French 

course,  within  signalling  distance  of  ship    in    the  roadstead.      "  I   have 

each  other,  and  so  that  line  of  battle  made  a  false  cast,  Troubridge,"  he 

might    be    formed    without    delay,  cried ;    "  I  shall  write  to  be  super- 

upon  appearance  of  the  enemy.     For  seded.     My  want  of  judgment  may 

we   now  had  a  man  whose   signal  prove  fatal   to  my  King  and  coun- 

was  "  Go  at  'em  when  you  see  'em."  try." 

Also,  as  always  comes  to  pass  when  For  our  Government  had  sent 
the  sons  of  Beelzebub  are  abroad,  a  him  word,  through  the  Earl  St  Vin- 
thick  hazo  lay  both  day  and  night  cent,  that  the  great  expedition  from 
upon  tho  face  of  the  water.  So  that,  Toulon  would  sail  for  England  or 
while  sailing  in  close  order,  upon  Ireland ;  and  he  at  his  peril  had 
the  night  of  the  shortest  day,  wo  taken  upon  him  to  reject  such  non- 
are  said  to  have  crossed  the  wake  of  sense.  But  now  (as  happens  by 
the  Frenchmen,  almost  ere  it  grew  Nature's  justice  to  all  very  sanguine 
white  again,  without  even  sniffing  men)  he  was  ready  to  smite  the 
their  roasted  frogs.  Possibly  this  breast  that  had  suggested  pure  truth 
is  true,  in  spite  of  all  the  great  Nel-  to  him.  Thus  being  baffled  we 
son's  vigilance ;  for  I  went  to  my  made  all  sail,  and  after  a  chase  of 
hammock  quite  early  that  night,  six  hundred  leagues,  and  continually 
having  suffered  much  from  a  hollow  beating  to  windward,  were  forced 
eye-tooth  ever  since  I  lost  sight  of  to  bear  up  on  St.  Swithin's  Day  and 
poor  Polly.  make  for  the  coast  of  Sicily.  And 
Admiral  Nelson  made  no  mistake,  it  shows  the  value  of  good  old 
He  had  in  the  highest  degree  what  hands,  and  thoroughly  sound  ex- 
is  called  in  human  nature  "  genius,"  periencc,  that  I,  the  oldest  man  per- 
and  in  dogs  and  horses  "instinct"  haps  in  the  fleet,  could  alone  guide 
That  is  to  say,  ho  knew  how  to  the  fleet  into  Syracuse.  Here  our 
sniff  out  the  road  to  almost  any-  fierce  excitement  bubbled  while  we 
thing.       Trusting     to    this    tenfold  took  in  water. 


CHAPTER    LIX. — IN  A     ROCKY    BOWER. 

I    never    hear    of    human    impa-  fleet  betwixt  the  shoals  of  Syracuse, 

tience  without  sagely  reflecting  upon  more  than  sixteen  years  had  passed, 

the  rapid  flight  of  time,  when  age  and  scarce  left  time  to  count  them, 
draws    on,   and    business   thickens,        Therefore    it  was  but  a  natural 

and  all  the  glory  of  this  world  must  thing  that  the  two    little  maidens 

soon  be  left  behind  us.     From  the  with  whom    I    began    should    now 

date  of  my  great  catch  of  fish  and  be  grown  up,  and  creating  a  stir  in 

landing  of  Bardie  at  Pool  Tavan,  to  the    minds    of    young  men   of   the 

the  day  of  my  guiding  the  British  neighbourhood.     Early  in  this   pre- 
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sent  month  of  July,  that  north-west  made    her    a  favourite  everywhere, 

breeze,  which  was  bathing  our  fleet  And    any   grandfather    might    well 

off  the  coast  <i(  Anatolia,  was  piny-  have    been   proud   to   see   how   sbo 

ing  among  the  rocks  of   Sker  with  carried  her  dress  oft' 

the  curls  and  skirts  and  ribbons  of  The    younger     maid     sale    right 

these   two  fair  young  damsels.     Or  above   her,  quite   as   if   nature   had 

rather  with  the  ribbons  of  one,  for  ordered  it  so  ;  and  drew  her  skirt  of 

Bunny  alone  woiv  si  reamers,  where-  homespun    camlet   over   her   dainty 

in   her   heart   delighted;    while   the  feel,  MomUM  the  p] nee  was  wet  and 

maid  of  Sker  was  dressed  u  plainly  chilly.     And  anybody  looking  niust 

as  if  she  had  been  her  servant.     Not  have    said    (hat    she   was    born    to 

that  her  inborn   love  of   brightness  grace.      The   clear   outlines   of   oval 

ever   had   abandoned   her,   but   that  face  and  delicate  sti'ength   of   fore- 

her   vanities   were    put    down   very  bead   were   moulded   as   by    Nature 

sternly  by  Master  Berkroilcs  when-  only  can  such  dainty  work  be  done, 

ever  she  came  hack  from   Candle-  Gentle  pride    and    quiet  moods  of 

ston  ;    and   but   for   her   lessons   in  lonely  meditation  had  deepened  and 

music    there — which    were    beyond  subdued   the  radiance   of   the  large 

Roger's    compass— be    would    have  grey  eyes,  and  changed  the  dancing 

raised  his  voice  against  her  visits  to  mirth  of  childhood  into  soft  intelli- 

the    good    Colonel.       For     the    old  gence.     And   it  must   have   been   a 

man's  heart  was  entirely  fixed  upon  fine  affair,  with  the  sunshine  glanc- 

the   graceful  maiden,  and   his  chief  ing  on  the  breezy  sea,  to  take  a  look 

anxiety  was  to  keep  her  out  of  the  at  the  lights  and  shadows  of  so  clear 

way  of   harm,      lie   knew   that   the  a  countenance. 

Colonel  loved  nothing  better  (as  be-  Bunny,  like  a  frigate  riding, 
hoved  his  lineage)  than  true  and  doused  her  head  and  all  her  out- 
free  hospitality  ;  and  lie  feared  that  works  forward  of  the  hends  ;  and 
the  simple  an-d  nameless  girl  might  then  hung  II uttering  and  doubtful, 
set  her  affections  on  some  grand  just  as  if  she  had  missed  stays, 
guest,  who  would  scorn  her  derelict  "It  is  not  your  engagement,  my 
origin.  Now  she  led  Bunny  into  a  dear  Bunny,"  began  Delushy,  as  if 
cave,  or  rather  a  snug  little  cove  of  she  were  ten  years  the  senior  officer  ; 
rock,  which  she  always  called  her  ''you  must  not  suppose  for  a  mo- 
cradle,  and  where  she  had  spent  merit  that  I  object  to  your  engage- 
many  lonely  hours,  in  singing  pure  menL  It  is  time,  of  course,  for  you 
Welsh  melodies  of  the  sweetest  sad-  to  think,  among  so  many  suitors,  of 
ness,  feeling  a  love  of  the  desert  some  one  to  put  up  with,  especially 
places  from  her  own  desertion,  after  what  you  told  me  about  hav- 
Then  down  she  sate  in  her  chair  of  ing  toothache.  And  Watkin  is 
utone,  with  limpets  ami  barnacles  thoroughly  good  and  kind,  and  able 
studding  it;  while  Bunny  in  the  to  read  quite  respectably.  But 
established  manner  bounced  down  what  1  blame  you  for  is  this,  that 
on  a  pebble  and  gazed  at  her.  you  have  not  been  straightforward, 
My  son's  daughter  was  a  solid  Bunny.  Why  have  you  kept  me 
girl,  very  well  built  as  our  family  in  the  dark  about  this  one  of  your 
is,  and  raking  must  handsomely  for©  many  '  sweetheart ings,'  as  you  al- 
and aft.  Her  fine  black  eyes,  and  ways  call  them  V 
abiding  colour,  and  the  modesty  in-  "  And  lor  .sure,  miss,  then  I  never 
herited  from  her  grandfather,  and  did  no  such  thing  ;  unless  it  was  that 
some  reflcctioii  perhaps  of  his  fame,  I  thought  you  was  wanting  him." 
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u  I !      You    surely    cannot  have  ''  and  I  think  sometimes  that  we 

thought    of    it !.     I    want    Watkin  have  no  right  to  expect  so  much  as 

Thomas !"  that  of  things.     It  is  not  what  they 

44  Well,   miss,   you    need  not  fly  often  do ;  and  so  they  lose  the  habit 

out    like    that.      All    the    girls    in  of  it" 

Newton  was  after  him.     And  if  it  "I  do  not  quite  understand/'  said 

wasn't  you  as  wanted  him,  it  might  Bunny. 

bo  him  as  wanted  you,  which  comes  "  And  T  don't  half  understand," 

to  the  same  thing  always."  said  Bardie : — "  but— oh  my  dear, 

44  I  don't  quite  think  that  it  does,  what  shall  I  do  ?    He  is  coming  this 

dear  Bunny,  though  you  may  have  way,  I  am  sure.     And  I  would  not 

made  it  do  so.     Now  look  up  and  have  you  know  anything  of  it — and 

kiss  me,  dear :  you  know  that  I  love  of  course  you  must  feel  that  it  is  all 

you  very  much,   though   I  have  a  nonsense.     And  I  did  not  mean  any 

way  of  saying  things.     And  then  I  harm    about   *  courting ;'   only  you 

am  longing  to  beg  pardon  when  I  ought  to  bo  out  of  the  way,  and  yet 

have  vexed  any  one.     It  comes  of  at  the  same  time  in  it." 

my  *  noble  birth,'  I   suppose,  which  Our    Bunny  was    such    a    slow- 

thc  girls  of  Newton  laugh    about  witted  girl,  and  at  the  same  time  so 

How   I   wish  that  I  were  but  the  particular  (inheriting  slowness  from 

child  of  the  poorest  good  man  in  her    good    mother,   and    conscience 

the  parish !     But  now  I  am  tired  of  from  third  generation),  that   really 

thinking  of    it       What  good   ever  she  could  make  no  hand  at  meeting 

comes  of  it?    And  what  can  one  such  a  crisis.     For  now  she  began 

poor  atom  matter  ?"  to    perceive    gold-lace,  which  alone 

44  You  are  not  a  poor  atom ;  you  discomfits  the  women-race,  and  sets 

are  the  best,  and  the  cleverest  and  their  minds  ^going  upon  what  they 

most  learnedest,  and  most  beautiful-  love.      And   so  she  did  very  little 

lest  lady  as  ever  was  seen  in  the  else  but  stare, 

whole  of  the  land."  u  I    did    think   you  would    have 

After  or  rather  in  the  middle  of  helped  me,  Bunny,"  Delushy  cried, 

which  words,  our  Bunny,  with  her  with  aggricvement     44 1  wanted  to 

usual  vigour  and  true  national  ar-  hear  your  own  affairs,   of    course : 

dour,  leaped  into  the  arms  of  Dc-  but  I  would  not  have  brought  you 

lushy,  so  that  they  had  a  good  cry    here " 

together.    44  You  will  wait,  of  course,  u  Young  ladies,  well  met!"  cried 

for  your  Granny  to  come,  before  you  as  solid  a  voice  as  the  chops  of  the 

settle  anything."  Channel    had    ever    tautened :     u  I 

44  Will    I,    indeed?"      cried    that  knew  that  you  were  here,  and  bo  I 

wicked  Bunny,  and  lucky  for  her  came  down  to  look  after  you." 

that  1  was  not  there :  u  I  shall  do  u  Sure  then,  sir,  and  I  do  think 

nothing  of  the  sort.     If  he  chooses  that  it  is  very  kind  of  you.     We 

to    be    always    away    at    sea,   con-  was    just   a  wan  ting    looking    after. 

qucring  the  French  for    ever,   and  Oh  what  a  fish  I   do   see  in   that 

never  coming  homo  when  he  can  pool !      Please  only  you  now  both 

help  it,  he  must  make  up  his  mind  to    keep    back.       I   shall    be   back 

to  be  surprised  when  ho  happens  to  again,  now  just,  sir."     With   these 

come  home  again.     For  sure  then,  words  away  flew  Bunny,  as  if  her 

that  is  right  enough."  life  were  set  on  it. 

44  Well,  it  does  seem  almost  rea-        "  What  a    fine    creature,    to    be 

sonable,"  answered  the  young  lady :  sure !"    said     Commander    Bluett, 
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thoughtfully;   "she   reminds  mo  so  not   to   be   called  'Delushy,'   much, 

much  of  hor  grandfather.     There  is  in  that  way." 

something  so  strongly  alike  between  "  Very  well,  fhen  ;  much  in  an- 
them, in  their  reckkss  outspoken  other  way.  Delushy,  Delushy,  de- 
honour,  as  well  as  iri  the  turn  of  the  licious  Delushy,  what  makes  you  so 
nose  they  have."  unkind   to  mcf      To-morrow    I    go 

"Let  us  follnw  and  admire  her  A  awny,  and   perhaps   we   shall  never 

little  more,"    cried    Delushy:     "she  meet  again,  Delushy:  and  then  how 

deserves  it,  rm  you  say;  and  per-  you  would  reproach  yourself.   Don't 

haps — well  perhaps  she  likes  it."  you  think  you  would  now  [" 

Young  Rodney  looked  at  her  a  "When  never  and  then  come  to- 
little  while,  dud  then  at  the  ground  gethcr — yes.  I  suppose  all  sailors 
a  little  while  ;  because  he  was  a  stu-  talk  so." 

pid  fellow   an   concerns   young  wo-  "  If   1  cannot  even  talk  to  please 

men.     He  thought   this  one  such  a  you,  there  is  nothing   more  to  say. 

perfect  wonder,  us  may  well  be  said  I  think  that  the  bards  have  turned 

of   all   of   them.      Then   those   two  your  head  with  their  harping,  and 

fenced  about  a  little,  out  of  shot  of  their   flddle-s (rings,  and   ballads  (in 

each  other's  eyes.  very  bad  Welsh,  no    doubt)  about 

There  was  no  doubt  between  '  the  charming  maid  of  Sker ;'  and 
them  as  to  the  meaning  of  each  ho  on.  When  you  are  old  enough 
other.  But  they  both  seemed  to  to  know  better,  and  the  young  con- 
think  it  wise  to  have  a  little  bit  of  coit  wears  out  of  you,  you  may  be 
vexing  before  doing  auy  more.  And  sorry.  Miss  Andalusia,  for  your 
thus  they  looked  at  one  anothor  as  wonderful  cleverness." 
if  there  was  nothing  between  them.  Ho  made  her  a  bow  with  his 
And  all  the  time,  how  they  were  handsome  hat,  and  her  warm  young 
longing!  heart  was  chilled  by  it.      Surely  he 

"I    must   have   yes   or   no:"   for  ought   to  have  shaken  hands.     She 

Rodney  could  not  outlast  the  young  tried  to  keep  hor  own  meaning  at 

lady:  "yes  or  no;   yon  know  what  home,  and   bid   him  farewell  with  a 

I  mean.     I  am  almost  always  at  sea ;  curtsy,  while   he   tried   not   to  look 

and   to-morrow  I  start  to  join  Nel-  back   again  ;  but  fortune   or   nature 

son.     With  him   there   is   no   play-  was   too   much  for  them,  and  their 

work.     I  hope  to  satisfy  him,  though  eyes  met  wistfully. 

I  know  what  ho  is  to  satisfy.     But  These  things   are  out  of   my  line 

I  hope  to  do  it"  so  much,  that   I  cannot   pretend   to 

"Of    course   you   will,"    Delushy  say  now  for   a  moment  what   these 
answered.        "  You     seem     to     give  very  young   people  did ;  and  every  - 
great     satisfaction ;     almost     every-  body  else    having   done    the   same, 
where,  I  am  sure."  with   more    or    less    unwisdom,  a*- 
"Do   I   give   it,  you   proud   crea-  cording  to  constitution,  may  admire 
ture,  where  t  long  to  give  it  most?"  the  power  of  charity  which  restrains 
"How  can  I   pretend  to  say,  with-  me   from  describing    them.     My  fa- 
out  being  told  in  what  latitude  even  vourito   writer    of    Scripture   is    SL 
— as    I   think   your   expression  is —  Paul,  who   was    afraid   of    nobody, 
this  amiable  desire  lies  ?"  and  who  spent   bis  time  in  making 
"As   if  you    did    not   know,    De-  sails   when    the   thorn    in   tile  flesh 
lushy  ?"  permitted     him.      And     this     great 
"As    if     I     did     know.    Captain  writer  describes  the  quick  manners 
Bluett!     And  another   tiling — I  am  of  maidens   far   better   than   I  can. 
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Wherefore  I   keep  myself  up  aloft  hearts  full  of  one  another,  and  their 

until  they  have  had  a  good  spell  of  minds  made  up  to  face  the  world 

it  together,  whatever    might  come  of 

"I  have  no  opinion,  now.     What  it.       For    as    yet    they    could    see 

can  you  expect  of  me?    Rodney,  I  nothing  clearly  through  the  warm 

must  stop  and  think  for  nearly  a  haze  of    loving,  being  wrapped   up 

quarter  of  a  century  before  I  have  in  an   atmosphere  which  generally 

an  opinion."  leads  to  a  hurricane.     But  to  them, 

44 Then  stay,  just  so;  and  let  me  for  a  few  short  minutes,  earth  and 

admire  you,  till  I  have  to  swim  with  sea  and  sky  were  all  one  universal 

you."  heaven. 

u Kodney,  you  are  reckless.     Here  "It  will  not  do,"  cried  the  maid 

comes   the   tide ;    and  you  know  I  of    Sker,  suddenly  awaking  with  a 

have  got  my  very  best  Candleston  short  deep  sigh,  and  drawing  back 

side-lace  boots  on !"  her  delicate  hand  from   the  broad 

"  Then  come  out  of   this   rocky  palm   of    young  Rodney :     "  it  will 

bower,    which   suits    your    fate  so,  never,  never  do.     We  must  both  be 

darling ;  and  let  us  talk  most  sens-  mad  to  think  of  it." 

ibly."  "  Who  could  fail  to  be  mad,"  he 

44  By  all  means  if  you  think  we  answered,  "  if  you  set  the  example?" 

can.      There,  you  need    not    touch  "Now,    don't    be    so    dreadfully 

me,  Rodney;— I  can  get  out  very  stupid^  Rodney.      What    I    say   is 

well   indeed.     I  know   these-  rocks  most  serious.     Of  course  you  know 

better  than  you  do  perhaps.     Now  the  world  better  than  I  do,  as  you 

sit  on   this  rock  where   old  David  told  me    yesterday,  after  sailing  a 

first   hooked  me,  as   I   have  heard  dozen   times  round  it     But  I  am 

that  old  chatterbox   tell  fifty  times,  thinking  of   other   things.     Not  of 

as  if  he  had  done  some  great  great  what    the    world   will    say,  but  of 

thing."  what  1  myself  must  feel.     And  the 

44  He   did  indeed  a  grand  grand  first  of  these  things  is  that  I  cannot 

thing.     No  wonder  that  he  is  proud  bo    cruelly   ungrateful.      It    would 

of  it     And  he  has  so  much  to  be  be   the  deepest    ingratitude  to  the 

proud  of  that  you  may  take  it  for  Colonel  if  I  went  on  with  it" 

your  highest  compliment.     Perhaps  u  Went  on  with  it!    What  a  way 

there  is  no  other  man  in  the  Service  to  speak !     As  if  you  could  be  off 

— or  I  might  say  in  all  the  civilised  with  it  when    you    pleased  t     And 

world "     But  it  hurts  me  to  tell  my  good   uncle  loves  you  like  his 

what  this  excellent  officer  said  or  own    daughter;     and    so   does   my 

even  thought  of  me.     He  was  such  mother.    Now  what  can  you  mean  ?*' 

a  first-rate  judge  by  this  time  that  u  As  if  you  did  not  know  indeed ! 

I  must  leave  his  opinion  blank.  Now,  Rodney,  do  talk  sensibly.     I 

Over  the  sea  they  began  to  look,  ought    to    know,  if    any  one  does, 

in   a  discontented  quietude  ?  as  the  what  your  uncle  and  your  mother 

manner  of  young  mortals  is  before  are.        And     1     know    that     they 

they  begin  to  know  better,  and  with  would  rather  see  your  death  in  the 

great  ideas  moving  them.     Bunny,  Gazette    than  your    marriage  with 

with    the    very  kindest    discretion,  an  unknown,  nameless  nobody  like 

had   run   away  entirely,  and   might  me,  sir." 

now  be  seen  at  the  far  end  of  the  "Well,  of  course,  wo  must  take 

sands,  and  springing  up  the  rocks,  the  chance  of  that,"  said   Captain 

on   her  way  to   Newton.     So  those  Bluett,  carelessly.       "The  Colonel 

two  sate    side    by  side,  with  their  is  the  best  soul  in   the  world,  and 
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my  dear  mother  a  mist  excellent  hands,  both  hands — that's  the  way. 
creature,  whenever  she  listens  to  Now  just  feel  my  great  clumsy 
reason.  But  as  to  my  asking  their  things,  and  then  see  how  lovely 
permission — it  is  the  last  tiling  [  yours  are — as  clear  as  wax-tapers, 
should  dream  of.  I  am  old  enough  and  just  touched  with  rose,  and 
to  know  my  own  mind,  and  to  get  every  nail  with  a  fairy  gift,  and 
my  own  living,  I  should  hope,  as  pointed  Iil;e  nn  almond.  A  'name- 
well  as  that  of  my  family.  And  if  loss  nobody'  indeed  !  What  namo- 
I  am  only  in  time  with  Nelson,  of  ton  nobody  ever  had  such  nails? 
course  wa  shall  do  wonders."  By  way  of  contrast  examine  mine." 

For  a  minute  or  two  the  poor  "  Oh  but  you  bite  yours  shock- 
young  maid  had  not  a  word  to  say  ingly,  Rodney.  I  am  sure  that  you 
to  him.  Sho  longed  to  throw  her  do,  though  1  never  saw  you.  You 
arms  around  him,  when  he  spoke  so  must  he  cured  of  that  dreadful  trick" 
proudly,  and  to  indulge  her  own  "That  shall  be  your  first  job, 
pride  in  him,  as  against  all  the  world  Delushy,  when  you  are  Mrs.  Hod- 
besidc.  But  having  been  brought  ney.  Now  for  another  great  sign  of 
up  in  so  much  trouble,  she  had  birth.  Do  you  sec  any  peak  to  my 
learned    to   check   herself.     So   that  upper  lip " 

she  did  nothing  n»«  than  wait  for  "No,  I  can't  say  I  do.  But  how 
him  to  go  on  again.  And  this  ho  foolish  you  are !  I  ought  to  bo  cry- 
did  with  sparkling  eyes  and  (he  ing,  and  you  make  mc  laugh !" 
confidence  of  a  young  British  tar.  "Then  just  let  me  show  you  the 
"  There  is  another  thing,  my  peak  to  yours.  Honour  bright- — 
beauty,  which  they  are  bound  to  and  no  mean  iid  van  luges— that  is  to 
consider,  as  well  as  all  the  prize-  say  if  I  can  help  it  Oh,  here's  that 
money  I  shall  earn.  And  that  is  blessed  Moxy  coming!  May  the 
that  they  have  notmdy  exi'ept  them-  Frenchmen  rob  her  henroost  I  Now 
selves  to  thank  for  it  They  must  just  one  promise,  darling,  darling; 
have  known  what  wU  sura  to  hap-  just  one  little  promise.  To-morrow 
pen,  if  they  chose  to  have  you  there  1  go  to  most  desperate  battles,  and 
whenever  I  was  home  from  sea.  lucky  to  come  home  with  one  arm 
And  my  mother  is  so  clever  too —  and  one  leg.  Therefore,  promise  a 
to  my  mind  it  is  plain  enough  that  solemn  promise  to  have  no  one  in 
they  meant  me  to  do  what  I  have  the  world  but  mc." 
done."  "  I  think,"  said  the  maid,  with 
"  And  pray  what  is  that?"  her  lips  to  his  oar,  in  the  true  old 
"  As  if  you  did  not  know  !  Como  coaxing  fashion,  "that  I  may  very 
now,  you  must  pay  the  penalty  of  well  promise  that  But  I  will  pro- 
asking  for  a  compliment  Talk  mise  another  thing  too.  And  that 
about  breeding  anil  good  birth,  and  is,  not  to  have  even  you,  until  your 
that  stuff  1  Why,  look  at  your  dear  mother  and  good  uncle  como 
hands  and  then  look  at  mine.  Put  to  me  and  ask  me.  And  that  can 
your    fingers    between    mine — both  never  never  be." 


The  first  day  of  August  in  the  year  on  that  day  our  glorious  navy,  under 

of  our  Lord  1 71)8  ;.  ;i  <l:iv  In  !,<■  ],,rir-  [hi;    iniiii'.ital      Nelson.    uJniioislcrt.il 

remembered  by  every  Briton  with  a  to   the    Frenchmen,    under    Admiral 

piece  of   constitution   in   him.      For  Brewer,  us  pure  and  perfect  a  luther- 

vol.  CI  I. — NO.  Ccliix.  2  x 
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ing  as  is  to  bo  found  in  all  history,  though    wo    brought    the    evening 

This  I  never  should  venture  to  put  breeze    in    very   briskly  with    us, 

upon  my  own  authority  (especially  there  was  hardly  swell   enough  in 

after  the    prominent  part  assigned  the  bay  to  make  them   play  their 

therein  by  Providence  to  a  humble  hawsers.      Many  fine  things  have  I 

individual  who  came  from  Newton-  seen,    and   therefore    know    pretty 

Nottage),  for  with  history  I  have  no  well  how  to  look  at  them,  which  a 

patience  at  all,   because  it    always  man  never  can  do  upon  the  first  or 

contradicts  the  very  things  I  have  even  the  second  occasion.      But  it 

seen  and  "known:  but  I  am  bound  was  worth  any  man's  while  to  live 

to    believe    a    man    of    such    high  to  the  age  of  threescore  years  and 

principles    and     deep     reading    as  eight,   with    a    sound    mind    in    a 

Master  Roger  Bcrkrolles.      And  he  sound  body,    and    eyes    almost    as 

tells  me  that  I  have  helped  to  pro-  good  as  ever,  if  there  were  nothing 

duce    the    greatest     of     all    great  for  it  more  than  to  see  what  I  saw 

victories.  at    this    moment.     .Six-and-twenty 

Be  that  one  way  or  the  other,  I  ships  of  the  line,  thirteen  bearing 
can  tell  you  every  word  concerning  the  tricolor,  and  riding  cleared  for 
how  we  managed  it;  and  you  need  action,  the  other  thirteen  with  the 
not  for  one  moment  think  me  red  cross  flying,  the  cross  of  St. 
capable  of  prejudice.  Quite  the  George  on  the  ground  of  white, 
contrary,  I  assure  you.  There  could  and  tossing  the  blue  water  from 
not  have  been  in  the  British  fleet  their  stems  under  pressure  of  can- 
any  man  more  determined  to  do  vass.  Onward  rushed  our  British 
justice  to  all  Crappos  than  a  ships,  as  if  every  one  of  them  was 
thoroughly  ancient  navigator,  now  alive,  and  driven  out  of  all  patience 
Master  of  the  Goliath.  by  the  wicked  escapes  of  the  enemy. 

We  knew  exactly  what  to  do,  Twelve  hundred  leagues  of  chase 
every  Captain,  every  Master,  every  had  they  cost  us,  ingratitude  to- 
quarter-master  ;  even  the  powder-  wards  God  every  night,  and  love 
monkics  had  their  proper  work  laid  of  the  devil  at  morning,  with  dread 
out  for  them.  The  spirit  of  Nelson  of  our  country  forever  prevailing, 
ran  through  us  all;  and  our  hearts  and  mistrust  of  our  own  good 
caught  fire  from  his  heart  From  selves.  And  now  at  last  we  had 
the  moment  of  our  first  glimpse  at  got  them  tight;  and  mean  we  did 
the  Frenchmen  spread  out  in  that  to  keep  them.  Captain  Foley  came 
tempting  manner,  beautifully  moored  up  to  me  as  I  stood  on  the  ratlines 
and  riding  in  a  long  line  head  and  to  hear  the  report  of  the  men  in  the 
stern,  every  old  seaman  among  us  starboard  fore-chains;  and  his  fine 
began  to  count  on  his  fingers  prize-  open  face  was  clouded.  "  Master," 
money.  They  thought  that  wo  he  said,  "how  much  more  of  this? 
would  not  fight  that  night,  for  the  Damn  your  soundings.  Can't  you 
sun  was  low  when  we  found  them ;  see  that  the  Zealous  is  drawing 
and  with  their  perpetual  conceit,  ahead  of  us  ?  Hood  has  nobody  in 
they  were  hard  at  work  taking  the  chains.  If  you  can't  take  the 
water  in.  T  shall  never  forget  how  ship  into  action,  I  will.  Stand  by 
beautiful  these  ships  looked,  and  there  to  set  top-gallant  sails." 
how  peaceful.  A  French  ship  These  had  been  taken  in,  scarce 
always  sits  the  water  with  an  five  minutes  agone,  as  prudence 
elegant  quickness,  like  a  French-  demanded,  for  none  of  us  had  any 
woman  at  the  looking-glass.      And  chart  of  the  bay ;  and  even  I  knew 
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little    about    it,    except    flint   there  taken  hysurprisciiml  outmanoeuvred, 

was  a  great  shoal  of  rod;   betwixt  And     the     manner    in    which    tho 

Aboukir  island  and  the  van  ship  of  British  fleet   advanced  was    enough 

the  enemy.     And  but  for  my  warn-  to  strike  them   en!d  by  its  majesty 

ing,    we   might    have    followed    the  and  its   awfulness.      For  in  perfect 

two  French  brigs  appointed  to  decoy  silonco   wo    were    gliding   over   the 

us  in   that  direction.     Now,  having  dark  -  blue    sea,    with    the    stately 

filled    top-gallant-sails,    wo    rapidly  height   of   the   white    sfiils   shining, 

headed    our   rival    the    Zealous,    in  and  the  sky  behind  us  full  of  solemn 

spite  of  all  that  she  could  do;  and  yellow   sunset.     Kvcn   we»  so   sure 

we  had  the  honour  of  receiving  the  of    conquest,    and    so    nerved   with 

first  shot  of  the  enemy.      For  now  stern  delight,  could  not  gazo  on  the 

we  were  rushing  in,  sttui  on,  having  things    around     up,    and    the   work 

formed   lino  of   battle,  towards  the  before    us,   without   for   a   moment 

van  of  the  anchored  French  in  en.  wondering     whether     the    Lord    in 

Now  as  to  what  foil  .nod.  anil  the  heaven  looked  down  at  us. 

brilliant    idea    which     occurred    to  At  any  rate  we  obeyed  to  the  letter 

somebody  to  turn  the  enemy's  lino  the  orders  both  of  our  Admiral  and 

and   tako  them  on   the   larboard  or  of  a  man  scarcely  less  remarkable, 

inner    side    (on    which    they    were  "Let  not  tho  sun  go  down  on  your 

quite  unprepared  for  attack)  no  two  wrath,"  are   the  very  words  of  St 

authorities  are  quite  agreed,  simply  Paul,  I  believe;  and  wo  never  fired 

because  they  all  are  nrciitc.     Sontf  a  thot  until  there  was  no  sun  left  to 

attribute   this   gTand   manoeuvre   to  look  at  it     I  stood  by  the  man  at 

our  great  Admiral  Nelson,  others  to  the  wheel  myself,  and  laid  my  own 

Captain   Hood  of  the   Zealous,   and  hand  to  it :    for  it  was  a  matter  of 

others  to  our  Captain  Foley.      This  very  fine  steerage,  to  run  in  ahead 

latter  is  nearest  the  mark  ;  but  from  of  the  French  line,  ware  soundings, 

whom     did    Captain    Foley    obtain  and  then  bear  up  on  their  larboard 

the  hint?      Modesty  forbids  me  to  bow,    to    deliver    a   thorough    good 

say   what   Welshman    it    was   who  raking     broadside.          I     remember 

devised   this   noble   and   most  doci-  looking  over  my  left  shoulder  after 

ttivc  stratigem,  while  patriotic  duty  we   bore    up   our    helm   a-woathcr, 

compels    me    to   say  that   it  was  a  while    crossing     the    bows    of    the 

Welshman,   and    more   than  that  a  Carrier   (as   the   foremost    enemy's 

Glamorganshire     man,     born     in    a  ship   was     called),    and    there   WM 

favoured  part  of  the  quiet  villnge  of  the  last  limb  of    the    sun   like  the 

N — N — .    Enough,  unless  1  add  that  hoof  of  a  horRe  disappearing.     Arid 

internal  evidence  will  convince  any  my  own   head  nearly  went  with  it, 

unprejudiced  person  that  none  but  as  the  wind  of  a  rrumd-sliot knocked 

an  ancient  fisherman,  and  thorough-  me    over.        "  Bear    up,    bear     up, 

going  long-shoreman,  could  by  any  lads,"    cried    Captain    Foley,     "our 

possibility  have  smelled  out  his  way  time   has   come    at   last,    my   boys, 

so  cleverly.  Well     done,    Llewellyn  I       A    liner 

Our  great  Admiral  Kaw,  with  his  sample  of  conning  the  steerage  was 

usual   insight  into  Frenchmen,   that  never  seen.     Let  go  the  bent  bower, 

if  they  remained  at  anchor  we  were  Pass  the  word.     Heady  at  quarters 

sure   to   man   their   capstans.      For  all   of   you.     Now   she   bears   clear 

Crappos    fight  well  enough   with  a  fore  and  aft.     Damn  their  eyes,  lot 

rush,    but   unsteadily    when    at    a  them  have  it." 

standstill,  and  worst  of    all   when  Out  rang  the  whole  of  our  lar- 
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board  battery,  almost  like  a  single  feet  has  long  been  my  wish,  and  the 
gun ;  a  finer  thing  was  never  seen ;  tenor  of    my  life    leads  up  to  it 
and  before  the  ring  passed  into  a  Nevertheless,   who    am    I   to  deny 
roar,  the  yell  of  Frenchmen  came  that  I  was  not  ready  for  the  final 
through    the    smoke.       Masts    and  finish  at  that  very  moment?    And 
spars  flew  right  and  left  with  the  now,  at  this  time  of  writing,  I  find 
bones  of  men  among  them,  and  the  myself  ready  to  wait  a  bit  longer, 
sea  began  to  hiss  and  heave,  and  What  I  mean  was  a  chain-shot  sail- 
the  ships  to  reel  and  tremble,  and  ing    along,   rather   slowly  as    they 
the  roar  ef  a  mad  volcano  rose,  and  always  do ;  and  yet  so  fast  that  I 
nothing  kept  cither  shape  or  tenor,  could  not  either  duck  or  jump  at 
except  the  faces  of  brave  men.  sight  of  it,  although  there  was  light 
Every  ship  in  our  fleet  was  pre-  enough  now  for  anything;  with  the 
pared  to  anchor  by  the  stern,  so  as  French  Admiral  on   fire.     Happen- 
to  spring  our  broadsides  aright ;  but  ing    to  be  well   satisfied  with  my 
the  anchor  of  the  Goliath  did  not  state  of  mind  at  that  moment  (not 
bite  so  soon  as  it  should  have  done,  from  congratulation,  so  much  as  from 
so  that  we  ran  past  the  Carrier,  and  my  inside  conscience),  I  now  was 
brought  up  on  the  larboard  quarter  beginning  to  fill  a  pipe,  and  to  dwell 
of  the    second  French  74,   with  a  upon  further  manocvures.     For  one 
frigate  and  a  brig  of  war  to  employ  of  the  foremost  points  of  all,  after 
a  few  of  our  starboard  guns.     By  thoroughly  drubbing  the  enemy,  is 
this   time  the  rapid   darkness  fell,  to  keep  a  fine  self-control,  and  be 
and  we  fought  by  the  light  of  our  ready  to  go  on  with  it 
own  guns.      And  now  the  skill  of  No  sooner  had  I  filled  this  pipe, 
our  Admiral   and    his    great  ideas  and-  taken  a   piece  of  wadding  to 
were    manifest,    for    every    French  light  it,  which  was  burning  handy 
ship  had  two  English  upon  it,  and  (in  spite  of    all  my  orders),   than 
some  of  them  even  three  at  a  time,  away  went  a  piece  of  me ;  and  down 
In  a  word,  we  began  with  the  head  went  I,  as  dead  as  a  Dutch  herring, 
of  their  line,  and  crushed  it,  and  so  At  least  so  everybody  thought,  who 
on    joint    by   joint,    ere    even    the  had  time  to  think  about  it;    and 
centre  and  much  more  the  tail  could  "  the  Master's  dead"  ran  along  the 
fetch  their  way  up  to  take  part  in  deck,  so  far  as  time  was  to  tell  of 
it.       Our  antagonist  was  the  first  it     I  must  have  lain  numb  for  an 
that  struck,  being  the  second  of  the  hour,  I  doubt,  with  the  roar  of  the 
Frenchman's  lino,  and  by  name  the  guns,  and  the  shaking  of  bulk-heads, 
Conqucr-ant.       But    she    found    in  like  a  shiver,  jarring  me,  and  a  pool 
Captuin  Foley  and  David  Llewellyn  of  blood  curdling  into  me,  and  an- 
an  ant  a  little  too  clever  to  conquer,  other    poor    fellow    cast    into    the 
"Wo  were  a  good  deal  knocked  about,  scuppers  and  clutching  at  me  in  his 
with  most  of  our  main  rigging  shot  groaning,  when    the   heavens   took 
away,   and  all    our    masts    heavily  fire  in  one  red  blaze,  and  a  thunder- 
wounded.       Nevertheless  we  drew  ing  roar,  that  might  rouse  the  dead, 
ahead,   to    double    upon    the  third  drowned  all   the   rolling  battle-din. 
French  ship,  of  the  wonderful  name  I  saw  the  white  looks  of  our  crew 
of  Sparticipatc.  all  aghast,  and  their  bodies  scared 
From  this  ship  I  received  a  shot,  out  of  death's  manufacture,  by  this 
which,   but  for  the   mercy   of  the  triumph    of    mortality ;     and    the 
Lord,  must  have  made  a  perfect  end  elbows  of   big  fellows  holding  the 
of  me.     That  my  end  may  be  per-  linstock  fell  quivering  back  to  their 
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shaken  ribs.  For  the  whole  sky  on  one  elbow  and  look  at  it.  And 
was  blotched  wit.1i  the  corpses  of  E  do  admire  yon  thai  anybody  who 
men,  like  the  stones  of  a  crater  cast  happened  to  be  out  of  sight  of  it, 
upwards;  and  thy  sheet  of  the  fire  lost  a  finer  chance  than  ever  he  can 
behind  them  showed  their  knees,  have  another  prospect  of.  For  a 
and  their  bellie-,  and  streaming  himdruil-and-twi-nly-^iiii  ship  had 
hair.  Then  with  a  hisa,  like  eho-  blown  op,  with  an  Admiral  and 
trie  hail,  from  a  mile's  height  all  II ear- Admiral,  not  to  mention  a 
came  down  again,  corpses  first  (being  Commodore,  and  at  least  TOO  corn- 
softer  things),  and  timbers  nut,  and  plement.  And  when  the  concus- 
then  the  great  spat-s  that  had  streaked  sionwas  over,  there  fell  the  silence 
the  sky  like  rockets.  of  death  upon  all  men.  Not  a  gun 
The  violence  of  this  mutter  so  was  fired,  nor  an  order  given,  ex- 
attracted  my  attention  that  I  was  copt  to  man  the  boats  in  hopes  ui 
enabled  to  rally  my  wits,   and  loan  saving  some  poor  fellows. 


Nevertheless    our    Britons    were  wronged,  and  perhaps  even  vote  me 

forced    to   renew    the    battle   after-  down  as  of  no  value,  for  failing  to 

wards;    because   those    Frenchmen  give  them  the  end  of  this  battle  so 

had   not  the  manners  to  surrender,  brilliantly  as  the  beginning.     I  defy 

as   they   should    have   done.      And  my    old    rival,    the    Newton    tailor 

they   even   compelled    us   to   batter  (although    a     much     younger    man 

their  ships   so  seriously  and   sadly,  perhaps   than  myself,  and  with  my 

that  when  we  took   possession  some  help  a  pretty  good  seaman),  to  take 

were    scarcely    worth    the    trouble,  up  the   tucks  of  this  battle  as  well 

To    make   us    blow   up   their    poor  as    I  have   done,  — though    not  well 

Admiral  was  a  distressing   thing  to  done.     Even    if   a    tailor   can    come 

begin    with  ;    but    when    that   was  up  and  fight  (which  he  did,  for  the 

done,  to  go  on  with  the  battle  was  honour    of   Cambria),  none    of    his 

as   bad   as  the  dog   in  the  manger,  customers  can  expect  any  more  than 

What  good  could  it  do  them  to  rob  French-chalk  flourishes  when  a  piece 

a    poor    British   sailor   of    half   his  of  description  is  down  in  hi3  books, 

prize-money  ?  And  such  conduct  be-  However,  let  him  cut  his  cloth.     He 

comes  at  least  twice  a?,  ungenerous  is  still  at  sea,  or  else  under  it;  and 

when   they  actually   have   wounded  if  be  ever  does  come  homo,  and  sit 

him!  down  to  his  shop-board—  as  his  wife 

Sly  wound  was  sore,  and  so  was  says  he  is  sure  to  do — his  very  first 

1.  on  the  following   day,   I   can  tell  order   shall    be    for  a  church -going  _ 

you  ;  for  not  beinj;  now  such  a  very  coat,  with  a  doubled-up  sleeve  to  it. 
young  man,  I  found  it  a  precious        For  the  Frenchmen  took  my  left 

hard   thing   to  renew  the   power  of  arm  away  in   a  thoroughly  lubberly 

blood  that  was  gone  from  me.     And  manner.     If  they  had  done  it  with 

after  the  terrible   scene  that  awoke  a  good  unninA,  like  my  old  wound 

me  from  the  first  trance  of  carnage,  of   forty   years'    standing,    I   would 

I  was  thrown  by  the  mercy  of  Pro-  at   once   have   set   it   down   to   the 

vidence  into  pure  insensibility.     This  credit  of  their  nation.     But  when  I 

I  am  bound  to  declare  ;  because  the  came  to  dwell  over  the  subject  (as 

public   might  otherwise  think  itself  for  weeks  my  duty  was),  more  and 
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more  clear  to  mo  it  became,  that  as  well  as  clear  the  honour  of  a 

instead  of    honour  they  had    now  gallant  naval  officer,  by  coming  on 

incurred  a  lasting  national  disgrace,  board  of  the  Leader,  to  receive  the 

The  fellows  who  charged  that  gun  deposition  of  a  dying  man.     In  ten 

had  been  afraid  of  the  recoil  of  it  minutes'  time  our  good  skipper  stood 

Half  a  charge  of  powder  makes  the  in  the  cockpit  of  the  Leader,  while 

vilest  fracture  to    deal  with — how-  Captain    Bluett    wrote    down    the 

ever,  there  I  was  by  the  heels,  and  confession  of  a  desperately -wounded 

now  for  nobler  people.     Only  while  seaman,  who  was  clearing  his  con- 

my  wound  is  green  you  must  not  bo  science  of  perilous  wrong  before  he 

too  hard  on  me.  should  face  his  Creator.     The  poor 

The  Goliath  was  ordered  to  chaso  fellow  sate  on  a  pallet  propped  up 

down  the  bay,  on  the  morning  after  by  the  bulkhead  and  a  pillow ;  that 

the  battle,  together  with  the  Theseus  is  to  say,    if    a  man  can   sit  who 

and  a  frigate  called  the  Leader.    This  has  no  legs  left  him.     A  round-shot 

frigate  was  commanded  by  the  Hon-  had  caught  him  in  the  tuck  of  both 

ourablc  Rodney  Bluett,  now  a  post-  thighs,  and  the  surgeon  could  now  do 

captain,  and  who  had  done  wonders  no  more  for  him.     Indeed  ho  was 

in  the  height  of  last  night's  combat  only  enabled   to   speak,  or  to  gasp 

Ho    had    brought  up  in   the  most  out  his  last  syllables,  by  gulps  of 

brazen-faced  manner,   without  any  raw  brandy  which  he  was  taking, 

sense  of  his  metal,  close  below  the  with  great  draughts  of  water  between 

starboard   bow   of  the  great  three-  them.      On   the  other  side  of    his 

decker  Orient  and    the  quarter  of  dying  bed  stood  Cannibals  Dick  and 

the  Franklin,  and   thence  he  fired  Joe,    howling,    and    nodding    their 

away  at  both,  while  all  their  shot  heads  from  time  to  time,  whenever 

flew  over  him.     And  this  was  after-  he  lifted  his  glazing  eyes  to  them 

wards  said  to  have  been  the  cleverest  for  confirmation.      For  it  was   my 

thing  done  by  all  of  us,  except  the  honest  and  highly-respected  friend; 

fine    helm    and    calm   handling    of  the  poor  Jack  AVildman,  who  now  lay 

II. M.  ship  Goliath.  in  this  sad  condition,  upon  the  very 

The  two  ships,  in  chase  of  which  brink    of    another  world.      And    I 

we  were  despatched,  ran  ashore  and  cannot  do  better  than  give  his  own 

surrendered,  as  I  was  told  afterwards  words,  as  put  into  shape  by  two 

(for  of  course  I  was  down  in  my  clear-witted    men,    Captains     Foley 

berth  at  the  time,  with  the  surgeon  and  Rodney  Bluett     Only  for  the 

looking  after  mej ;  and  thus  out  of  reader  s  sake  I  omit  a  groat  deal  of 

thirteen  French  sail  of  the  line,  we  groaning. 

took  or  destroyed  eleven.     And  as  "  This  is  the  solemn  and  dying 

we  bore  up  after  taking  possession,  delivery  of    me,    known    as   '  Jack 

the  Leader  ran  under  our  counter  Wildman,'  A.B.    seaman    of    II.M. 

and  hailed  us,  "  Have  you  a  Jus-  frigate  Leader,  now  off  the  coast  of 

tice  of  the  Peace  on  board  ?"     Our  Egypt,  and  dying  through  a  hurt 

Captain  replied  that  he  was  himself  in    battle  with    the   Frenchmen.     I 

a  member  of  the  quorum,  but  could  cannot    tell     my  name,    or  age,  or 

not  attend  to  such  business  now  as  where    I    was    born,    or    anything 

making  of  wills  and  so  on.      Here-  about   myself;     and    it    does    not 

upon  Captain  Bluett  came  forward,  matter,  as  I  have  nothing  to  leave 

and  with  a  polite  wave  of  his  hat  behind  me.     Dick  and  Joe  are  to 

called  out  that  Captain  Foley  would  have  my  clothes,   and    my  pay   if 

lay  him  under  a  special  obligation,  there  is  any ;   and  the  woman  that 


1872.]                              The  Maid  of  Skcr.—Part   XL  fit)!) 

used  to  bo  my  wife  is  to  have  my  mid  hid  in  a  copse  till  the  evening, 

medals   for   good    behaviour   in   tho  At  dusk  we  set  out  again,  and  came 

three    battles   I   have   partaken   of.  to   a   great   Bad   rich   house  by  the 

My   money>  would    bo   no   good    to  side  of  a  river.     The  lower  portholes 

her.  because  they   never  use  it ;  but  seemed   full    of  lights,    and   on   the 

tho  women  are  fond  of  ornaments.  flat  place  in   front  of  them   a  band 

"  I   was  one  of  a  race  of  naked  of    music — such    as  now    I  love — 

people,   living  in  holes  of  the  earth  was  phviriL',  and  people,  were  daac- 

at    a    place   we  did   not   know   the  ing.     I    had    never    heard    such    a 

name  of.    I  now  know  that  it  was  thing  before ;  and    my  father  had 

Nympton    in   Devon  .hiiv,    which    is  nil  ho  could   do  to  keep  me   in   the 

in   England,    they  tell  me.     No  one  black   trees   out   of   sight   of   them, 

had    any    right    to    come  near  us,  And  among  tho  thick  of  the  going 

except  the  great  man  who  hud  given  about   we   saw  our  master  Chouane 

us  land,   and  Defended  us  from  all  in  his  hunting-dress, 

enemies.  "This  must  have  been  what  j_'reiit 

"His  name  was   Parson  Chouane,  people   call   a    'masked   ball,'   I  am 

I   believe,  but   J    do  not  know  how  sure  of  it ;   since  I   saw  one,  when, 

to   spell  it.     He  never  told  us  of  a  in    tho   Bellona,    there    were    many 

thing   like   God  ;    hut  1  heard  of  it  women  somewhere.     But  at  the  end 

every   day   in    the   navy    whenever  of  the  great  li^ht  place,  looking  out 

my    betters    were    angry.      Also    I  over   tho   water,    there   was  a  quiet 

learned  to  read  wotuhrful  writing;  shady   place  for  tired   people  to  rost 

but   T.  can   speak    the  truth  all  the  a    bit.      When    the    whole    of    the 

same.  music   was   crashing   like   a   battle, 

"  Ever   since   I   began    to   he  put  and   people   going   round   like  great 

into  clothes,  and  taught  to  kill  other  flies  in  a  web,   my  father  led  mo 

people   I  have  longed   to  tell   of  an  down  by  tho  river-side,  and  sent  me 

evil    thing    which     happened     one*  up    HOH    dark   narrow    steps,    and 

among  us.     How   long  ago  1  cannot  pointed   to   two   little   babies.     Tho 

tell,  for  we  never  count  time  as  you  whole  of  the  business  was  all  about 

do,    but   it   must   have   been    many  these,  and  the  festival  was  to  make 

years   back,    for   I    had   no  hair  on  much   of    them.     The   nurse   for   a 

my     body    except    my    head.     We  moment  had  set   thorn  upright,  while 

had    a    man    then    who    took    lead  she  just   spoke   to   a   younp;  sailor- 

among  us,  so  far  as  there  was  any  man ;  and  crawling,   as  all    of    us 

lead;    and   I  think  tliat  he   thought  can,     I    brought    down    these     two 

himself  my  father,  because  he  gave  babies   to   my  father  ;  and  one  was 

me  the  most  victuals.     At  any  rate  heavy,  and  the  other  light, 

we  had  no  other  man  to  come   near  " My  father  lad  BMMery  got  hold 

him     in     any     cunningness.       Our  of  them,  and  the  nurse  had  not  yet 

master   Chouane   came  down   some-  missed    them,    when    on    the   dark 

times,  and   took  a  pride  in  watching  shore  by  the  river-side,  perhaps  Bve 

him,   and   liked  him   so   much   that  fathoms   under   the    gaiety,    Parson 

he  laughed  at  him,  which   ho  never  Chouane  earae  up   to  my  father,  and 

did  to  the  rest  of  us.  whispered,  and  gave  orders.     I  know 

"This  man,  my   father  as   I  may  not   what   they   said,    for   I  had  no 

call  him,  took  me  all  over  the  great  sense   of  tongues   then,  nor  desired 

brown    moors    one    night    in   some  it ;   for   we   knew   what  we  wanted 

very  hot  weather.      In  the  morning  hy  signs,   and  sounds,  and  saved  a 

we  came  to  a  grent  heap  of  homes,  world  of  trouble  so.     Only  I  thought 
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that  our  master  was  angry  at  having  chief   and  well-known  friend,   now 

the    girl-child    brought    away.     He  Commodore  Sir    Drake    Bampfylde 

wanted  only  the  boy  perhaps,  who  (being  knighted  for  service  in  India), 

was  sleepy  and  knew  nothing.     But  and  how  all  his  life  he  had  lain  under 

the  girl-child    shook  her    hand    at  a  cloud  by  reason  of  -this  very  matter, 

him,  and  said,  'E  bad  man,  Bardie  not  another  word  did  our  Captain 

knows  'a.'  need  from  him,  but  took  up  his  pen 

44 1— every  one  of  us — was  amazed  again. 

— so  very  small Oh,  sir,  I  can  44 1    ought    to    have    told,"    said 

tell  you  no  more,  I  think."  the  dying  man,    slowly  ;    44  only    I 

44  Indeed  then,  but  you  must,  my  could  not  bring  myself.     But  now 

friend,"   cried   Captain  Foley,  with  you  will  know,   you  will  all  know 

spirit    enough    to   set  a  dead  man  now.     My  father  is  dead ;  but  Dick 

talking ;    44  finish    this    story,     you  and  Joe  can  swear  ^iat  thf  boy  is 

thief  of  the  world,  before  you  cheat  the  baby.     He  had  beautiful  clothes 

the  hangman.     Two  lovely  childer  on,  they  shone  in  the  boat ;  but  the 

stolen  away  from  a  first-rate  family  girl-child  had  on  no  more  than  a 

to  give  a  ball   of    that  kind — and  smock,    that    they    might   see    her 

devil  a  bit  you  repent  of  it !"  dancing.     Our  master  did  not  stay 

Poor  dying  Jack    looked    up    at  with  us  a  minute,  but  pushed  us  all 

him,   and   then  at  the  place  where  into  a  boat  on  the  tide,  cut  the  rope, 

his  legs  should  have  been,  and  he  and  was  back    with    the    dancers, 

seemed  ashamed  for  the    want    of  My  father  had  learned  just  enough 

them.     Then   he    played    with    the  of  a  boat  to  keep  her  straight  in  the 

sheet  for  a  twitch  or  two,  as  if  proud  tideway,  and  1  had  to  lie  down  over 

of    his    anns    still  remaining ;   and  the    babies,    to    keep    their    white 

checked   back    the  agony  tempting  clothes    from    notice.       We    went 

him   now   to  bite  it  with  his  great  so  fast  that  I    was    quite    scared, 

white  teeth.  having  never  been  afloat  before,  so 

44  Ask  the  rest  of  us,    Captain,"  there  must  have  been  a  strong  ebb 

he  said ;  4i  Joe,  you  know  it ;  Dick,  under    us.     And    the    boat,    which 

you  know  it,  now  that  I  am  telling  was  white,  must  have  been  a  very 

you.     The  boy  was  brought  up  with  light  one,  for  she  heeled  with  every 

us,  and  you  call  him  Harry  Savage,  motion.     At  last  we  came  to  a  great 

I  knew  the  great  house  when  1  saw  broad  water,  which  perhaps  was  the 

it  again.     And  I  longed  to  tell  the  river's  mouth,  with  the  sea  beyond 

good  old  man   there ;   but  for   the  it     My  father  got  frightened  per- 

sake  of  our  people.     Chouane  would  haps  ;  and  I  know  that  I  had  been 

have    destroyed    them    all.     I    was  frightened  long  ago.     By  a  turn  of 

tempted  after   they   pelted  mo    so,  the  eddy,  wo  scrambled  ashore,  and 

and  the  old  man  was  so  good  to  me ;  carried  the  boy-baby  with  us ;  but 

but  something  always  stopped  me,  the  boat  broke  away  with  a  lurch  as 

and   I  wanted  poor  Harry  to  go  to  we  jumped,  for  we  had  not  the  sense 

Heaven Oh,   a  little  drink  of  to  bring  out  the  rope.     In  half  a 

water !"  minute  she  was  off  to  sea,  and  the 

Captain  Foley  was  partly  inclined  girl-baby    lay    fast    asleep    in    her 

to  take  a  great  deal  of  poor  Jack's  stern.     And  now  after  such  a  long 

confession    for    no    more  than    the  voyage  in  the  dark,  we  were  scared 

raving  of  a  light-headed  man  ;   but  so  that  we  both  ran  for  our  lives, 

Rodney  Bluett  conjured  him  to  take  and  were  safe  before  daybreak  at 

down  every  word  of  it     And  when  Nympton. 

his  }foung  o  fficer  spoke  of  his  former  "My  father  before  we  got  home 
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stripped  off  the  little  boy's  clothes,  serving  on  board  of  the  Vanguard, 
and  buried  them  in  a  hind;  moor-  1  know  nothing  of  the  buried  images 
hole  full  of  slime,  with  a  great  found  by  Father  David.  My  father 
white  stone  in  the  midst  of  it.  And  had  nothing  to  do  with  that.  It  may 
tho  child  himself  was  turned  over  have  been  another  of  Chotiane's 
naked  to  herd  with  the  other  chil-  plans.  I  know  no  more  of  any- 
dren  (for  none  of  our  women  look  thing.  There,  let  me  die,  1  have 
after  them),  and  nobody  km  iv  or  (old  all  I  know.  1  can  write  my 
cared  to  know  who  lu-  was,  or  whence  nickname.  I  never  had  any  other — 
he  came,  except  my  poor  father,  and  Jark  WHdman." 
our  master — and  T  myself,  many  At  tho  end  of  this  followed  tbe 
years  afterwards.  Hut  now  1  know  proper  things,  and  the  forms  tho  law 
well,  and  I  cannot  have  quiet  to  die,  is  made  of,  with  first  of  all  the  sign- 
without  telling  somebody.  The  boy-  manual  of  our  noble  Captain  Foley, 
baby  I  was  compelled  to  ste'd  was  who  must  have  been  an  Irishman, 
Sir  Philip  Bampfylde's  grandson,  to  lend  us  into  the  battlo  of  the 
and  the  baby-girl  hia  grand-daugh-  Nile,  while  in  the  commission  of 
ter.  I  never  heard  what  became  of  tho  Peace.  And  after  him  Captain 
her.  She  must  have  been  drowned,  Bluett  signed,  and  two  or  three 
or  starved,  most  likely.  But  as  for  warrant-officers  gifted  with  a  writ- 
the  boy,  he  kept  i;j>  his  life  ;  and  ins  elbow;  and  then  a  pair  of  bare- 
the  man  who  took  in  mo.st  in  hand,  bone  crosses,  meaning  Cannibals 
of  the  name  of  ■  Father  David,'  Dick  and  Joe,  who  could  not  speak, 
gave  the  names  to  all  of  us,  and  and  ranch  less  write,  in  the  depth  of 
the  little   one  'Hairy    Savage,'  now  their  emotions. 


Now  if  I  had  been  sewn  up  well  ing, — none  tbe  more  for  all  that 
in  a  hammock,  and  cast  overboard  could  we  grant  him  tho  downright 
(as  tho  surgeon  advised),  who,  I  power,  now  loudly  called  for,  to  put 
should  like  to  know,  would  have  two  and  two  together, 
been  left  capable  of  going  to  the  Happily  for  all  parties,  poor  Hrae- 
bottom  of  these  strtiriL'e  prmTedinsis  ?  ki:ih  was  nut  required  to  make  any 
Hczekiah  was  alive,  of  course,  and  further  fool  of  himself.  The  stump 
prepared  to  swesr  to  anything,  of  my  arm  was  in  a  fine  condition, 
especially  after  a  round-shot  must  when  ordered  home  with  the  prizes; 
have  killed  him,  but  for  his  groasi-  and  as  soon  as  1  felt  tho  old  Bay  of 
ncss.  And  clever  enough  M  doubt  Biscay,  over  I  knocked  the  doctor, 
he  was,  and  suspicious,  and  busy-  He  fitted  me  with  a  hook  after  I  his, 
minded,  and  expecting  to  have  all  in  consistency  with  an  old  fisher- 
Wales  under  his  thumb,  because  be  man  ;  and  now  I  have  such  a  whole 
was  somewhere  about  on  the  skirts  boxful  of  tools  to  screw  on,  that 
of  the  great  battle  1  led  them  into,  they  beat  any  hand  I  ever  had  in 
But  granting  him  skill,  and  that  the  world— if  my  neighbors  would 
narrow  knowledge  of  the  world  only  not  borrow  them, 
which  I  call  "cunning;"  granting  Tush — I  am  railing  at  myself 
hiin  also  a  restless  desire  to  get  to  again!  Always  running  down,  and 
the  bottom  of  everything,  and  a  holding  up  myself  to  ridicule,  out  of 
sniffing  sense  like  a  turnspit-dog's,  pure  contrariety,  just  because  every 
of  tbeshank-end  en.i  bonehe  is  roast-  one  else  overvalues  me.      There  are 
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better  men  in  the  world  than  my-  with  only  one  arm  and  a  quarter,  I 
self ;  there  are  wiser  ;  there  are  seemed  to  be  better  fitted  to  handle 
braver ;— I  will  not  be  argued  down  events  than  this  young  Captain  was. 
about  it— there  are  some  (I  am  sure)  His  ability  was  of  no  common  order, 
as  honest,  in  their  way ;  and  a  few  as  he  had  proved  by  running  his 
almost  as  truthful.  However,  I  frigate  under  the  very  chains  of  the 
never  yet  did  come  across  any  other  thundering  big  Frenchman,  so  that 
man  half  so  modest  This  I  am  they  could  not  be  down  on  him. 
forced  to  allude  to  now,  in  departure  And  yet  he  could  not  see  half  the 
from  my  usual  practice,  because  this  bearings  of  Jack  Wildman's  evi- 
quality  and  nothing  else  had  pre-  dence.  We  had  a  long  talk,  with 
vented  me  from  dwelling  upon,  and  some  hot  rum -and -water,  for  the 
far  more  from  following  up,  some  evenings  already  were  chilly;  and 
shrewd  thoughts  which  had  occurred  my  natural  candour  carried  me  al- 
to me,  loosely,  I  own,  and  in  a  ran-  most  into  too  much  of  it  And  the 
dom  manner, — still  they  had  occur-  Honourable  Rodney  gazed  with  a 
red  to  me  once  or  twice,  and  had  flush  of  colour  at  me,  when  I  gave 
been  dismissed.  Why  so  ?  Simply  him  my  opinions,  like  a  raking 
because  I  trusted  other  men's  judg-  broadside. 

ment,  and  public  impression,  instead  "  You  may  bo  right,"   ho  said  ; 

of    my   own   superior    instinct,  and  "  you  were  always   so  wonderful  at 

knowledge  of  weather  and  tideways,  a  long  shot,  Llewellyn.     But  really 

How  bitterly  it  repented  me  now  it  does  seem  impossible." 

of  this  ill-founded  diffidence,  when,  "Captain,"    I    answered;    "how 

as  we  lay  in  the  Chops  of  the  Chan-  many  things  seem  so,  yet  come  to 

ncl  about  the  end  of  October,  with  pass  continually !" 

a  nasty  head-wind  baffling  us,  Cap-  "I    cannot    gainsay  you,   Lcwel- 

tain   Rodney  Bluett  came  on  board  lyn,  after  all  my  experience  of  the 

of   us   from   the   Leader!     He   ask-  world.      1   would    give    my   life  to 

ed  if  the  doctor  could  report  the  find  it  true.     But  how  are  we  to 

Master  as  strong  enough  to  support  establish  it  ?" 

an  interview ;  whereupon  our  worthy  "  Leave  mo  alone  for  that,  Cap- 
bone-joiner  laughed,  and  showed  tain  Bluett;  if  it  can  be  done  it 
him  into  me  where  I  sate  at  the  shall  be  done.  The  idea  is  entirely 
latter  end  of  a  fine  aitch-bone  of  my  own,  remember.  It  had  never 
beef.  And  then  Captain  Rodney  occurred  to  you,  had  it  ?" 
produced  his  papers,  and  told  me  "  Certainly  not,"  he  replied,  with 
the  whole  of  his  story.  I  was  deep-  his  usual  downright  honesty ;  u  my 
ly  moved  by  Jack  Wildman's  death,  reason  for  coming  to  you  with  that 
though  edified  much  by  the  manner  poor  fellow's  dying  testimony  was 
of  it,  and  some  of  his  last  observa-  chiefly  to  cheer  you  up  with  the 
tions.  For  a  naked  heathen  to  proofs  of  our  old  Captain's  inno- 
turn  so  soon  into  a  trousered  Chris-  cence,  and  to  show  you  the  turn  of 
tian,  and  still  more  a  good  fore-top-  luck  for  young  Harry,  who  has  long 
man,  was  an  evidence  of  unusual  been  so  shamefully  treated.  And 
grace,  even  under  such  doctrine  as  now  I  have  another  thing  to  tell  you 
mine  was.  Captain  Bluett  spoke  about  him ;  that  is  if  you  have  not 
much  of  this,  although  his  religious  heard  it" 

convictions  were  not  by  any  moans  u  No,    I  have    heard    nothing  at 

so  intense  as  mine,  while  my  sinews  all.     1  did  not  even  know  what  had 

were    under    treatment ;    but   even  become  of  him,  until  you  read  Jack's 
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confession.     "With  Nelson   on  board  self  to  n  man  of  warlike  character, 

the  Vanguard  !''  My  first   opinion,   especially   during 

"That  waK  my  doing,"  said  the  the  indignant  period,  was  that  no- 
Honouroblo  Rodney:  "  I  recom-  thing  could  be  wiser,  or  more  spirit- 
mended  him  io  volunteer,  and  he  ed,  or  more  striking  than  to  inarch 
was  accepted  immediately,  with  the  straight  up  to  Parson  Chownu  and 
character  I  gave  him.  But  it  is  his  confront  him  with  nil  this  evidence, 
own  doing,  and  proud  I  am  of  it,  taken  down  by  a  magistrate,  and 
that  he  is  nc>i\-  junior  lieutenant  of  dare  him  to  deny  it ;  and  then  hale 
Admiral  Lord  Nelson's  own  ship  him  off  to  prison,  and  (if  the  law 
the  Vanguard.  Just  before  Nel-  permitted)  hang  him.  That  this 
son  received  Ins  wound,  and  while  was  too  good  for  him,  every  one 
powder  was  being  handed  tip,  there  who  has  read  my  words  must  ac- 
came  a  shell  hissing  among  Ihem,  knowledge:  the  best  thing  more- 
and  hungwilh  :i  sputtering  fuse  in  over,  that  could  befall  him;  for  his 
the  coil  of  a  cable,  and  the  men  fell  body  »»  nod,  though  his  sonl  was 
down  to  escape  it.  But  young  Harry  bad  ;  and  be  might  have  some  hopes 
with  wonderful  quickness  [taped  [as  to  redeem  the  latter  at  the  expense 
he  did,  to  save  me  in  San  Domingo),  of  the  former.  And  if  ho  had  not, 
and  sent  the  fuse  over  the  side  with  through  life,  looked  forward  to  hang- 
a  dash.  Then  iNclson  came  up,  for  ing  as  his  latter  end  and  salvation, 
iho  firing  was  hoi.  and  of  course  hu  it  is  ijuilo  impossible  Io  account  for 
must  be  in  the  thick  of  it,  and  he  the  boencn  he  ■Hotrod  himself, 
saw  in  a  moment  what  Harry  had  However,  on  second  thoughts  I 
done,  and  he.  took  down  his  name  perceived  that  the  really  weighty 
for  promotion,  being  just  what  him-  concern  before  us,  and  what  we  were 
self  would  have  loved  to  do.  It  bound  to  think  first  of,  was  to  re- 
will  have  to  lie  confirmed,  of  course ;  store  such  a  fine  old  family  to  its 
but  of  that  there  can  he  no  question,  health  and  happiness.  To  reinstate, 
after  all  that  we  have  done;  and  before  he  died,  that  noble  and  most 
when  it  turns  out  who  he  is."  kind-hearted   man,    full  of  religious 

"1   am   heartily  glad   of  it,-   Cap-  feeling  also,  and   of  confidence  that 

tain,"  I  cried  ;   "  the  hoy  was  worthy  the  Lord  having  made  a  good  man 

of  any   rank.     Wortb  goes   a  little  would  look  after  him — which  is  the 

way  ;    birth   a   long   way.     But    all  very  spirit  of  King  David,  when  his 

these    things    have   to   bo    lawfully  self-respect   returns — in   a  word,  to 

proven."  replace  in  the  world's  esteem,  and 

"Oh,  you  old   tillage -lawyer;  as  (what    matters    far    more)   in  truo 

we  used  to  call  you,  at  Old  Newton,  family  love,  that  fine  and  puro  old 

And  you  deserved  it,  you  rogue,  you  gentleman,    the    much -troubled    Sir 

did.     You   may  have  lost  your  left  Philip  Bampfvlde, — this,  I  say,  was 

hand;  but  your   right  has  not  lost  the  very  tiist  duty  of  it  fellow  nursed 

its    cunning,"       He     spoke    in    the  by  a  general  and  a  baronet  through 

purest    play    and    jest;    and    with  the  small-pox;  while  it  was  also  a 

mutual   esteem   we  parted.     Unly  I  feat  well  worthy  of  the  master  of  n 

stipulated  for  a  good  talk  with  him  line-of-b:ittle    -hip,    which    was    not 

about  our  measures  when  1   should  last  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile.     And 

have   determined   them  ;    or   at   the  scarcely  second  even  to  this  was  the 

latest  on  reaching  port.  duty  and  joy   of  restoring   to  their 

The   boldest   counsel   is  often  the  proper  rank  in  life  two  horribly  in- 
best,  and  naturally  recommends  it-  jii red  and  innocent  creatures,  one  of 
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whom  was  our  own  Bardie.  There-  The  good  Colonel  sat  at  the  head 
fore,  upon  the  whole,  it  seemed  best  of  this  table,  after  the  ladies'  with- 
to  go  to  work  very  warily.  drawal,  with  that  modest  and  grace- 
So  it  came  to  pass  that  J  followed  ful  kindliness,  which  is  the  sure 
my  usual  practice  of  wholly  forget-  mark  of  true  blood.  Around  him 
ting  myself ;  and  receiving  from  the  were  a  few  choice  old  friends,  such 
Honourable  Rodney  Bluett  that  as  only  good  men  have;  friends, 
most  important  document,  I  sewed  who  would  scout  the  evidence  of 
it  up  in  the  watered-silk  bag  with  their  own  eyes  against  him.  Ac- 
my  caul  and  other  muniments,  and  cording  to  our  fine  old  fashion, 
set  out  for  Nam  ton  Court,  where  I  these  were  drinking  healths  all 
found  both  Polly,  and  the  cook,  and  round,  not  with  undue  love  of  rare 
the  other  comforts.  But  nothing  port,  so  much  as  with  truth  and 
would  do  for  our  Captain  RoMney —  sincerity. 

all  young  men  are  so  inconsiderate  Rodney  made  a  sign  to  Crumpy 

— except  to  be  off  at  racing  speed  (who  had  been  shaking  him  by  both 

for  Candlcston  Court,  and  his  sweet-  hands,    until    the    tears    prevented 

heart    Delushy,   and  the    excellent  him),  just  to  please  to  keep  all  quiet 

Colonel's  old  port  wine.     And  as  he  touching  his  arrival ;  and  to  let  him 

was  so  brisk,  I  will  take  him  first,  have  a  slice  or  two  of  the  haunch  of 

with  your  good  leave,  if  ever  words  venison  put  to  grill,  if  there  was  any 

of  mine  can  keep  up  with  him.     But  left  of  it,  and  give  it  him  all  on  a 

of  course  you  will  understand   that  plate :  together  with  a  twelve-pound 

I  tell  what  came  of  my  knowledge  loaf  of  farmhouse  bread,  such  as  is 

afterwards.  not    to  bo  had    outside    of    Great 

With  all   the  speed  of  men  and  Britain.     This  was   done  in  about 

horses,  young  Rodney  Bluett  made  five   minutes   (for   even   Mrs.    Cook 

otF  for  home,  and  when  ho  got  there  respected  Crumpy) ;  and  being  scrv- 

his  luck  was  such  as  to  find  Delushy  ed    up,    with    a    quart    of    ale,    in 

in  the  house.     It  happened  to  be  her  Crumpy's  own  head  privacy,  it  had 

visiting-time,   according   to   the  old  such  a  good  effect  that  the  Captain 

arrangement,   and  this  crafty  sailor  was  ready  to  face  anybody, 

found  it  out  from  the  fine  old  wo-  Old  Crumpy  was  a  most   crafty 

man  at  the  lodge.     So  what  did  he  old  fellow — which  was  one  reason 

do  but  discharge  hid  carriage,  and  why  I  liked  him,  as  a  contrast  to 

leave  all  his  kit  with   her,  and  go  my  frankness — and  he  managed  it 

on,  with  the  spright  foot  of  a  mari-  all,  and  kept  such  a  look-out,  that 

ner,  to  the  ancient  house  which  he  no  one  suspected  him  of  any  more 

knew   so  well.     Then  this  tall  and  than  an  honoured  old  chum  in  his 

bold  young  Captain  entered  by  the  stronghold.       Captain    Bluett    also 

butler's  door,  the  trick  of  which  was  knew    exactly    what    his    bearings 

well  known  to  him,  and  in  a  room  were,   and  from  a    loftier  point  of 

out  of  the  lobby  he  stood,  without  view    than    would    ever    occur    to 

his    own    mother    knowing    it      It  Crumpy.     A  man  who  had  carried 

was  the  fall  of  autumnal  night,  when  a  50-gun  ship  right  under  the  lower 

everything  is   so   rich  and  mellow,  port-holes  of  a  120-gun  enemy,  and 

when    the    waning    daylight    ebbs,  without  any  orders  to  that  effect, 

like  a  great   spring-tide    exhausted,  and  only  from  want  of  some  easier 

into  the  quickening  flow  of  star-light  business,  he  (I  think)  may  bo  trust- 

And  the  plates  were  being  cleared  ed  to  get  on  in  almost  anything, 

away  after  a  snug  dinner-party.  This  was    the  very  thing — I   do 
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believe — occurring    to    the  mind  of  in   the   end ;  and    I    don't.     I   have 

somebody  sitting,  as  nearly  as  might  the  very  holiest  and  purest  respect 

be  now,  upon  a  very  beautiful  sofa,  for    my   dear    brother's    judgment. 

The    loveliest   work    that    you   can  Evory  one  knows  what  bis  mind  is, 

imagine   lay  between    her    lingers  ;  and  every  one  values   his  judgment, 

and  she  was  doing  her  very  best  to  And    no    stranger,    of    course,    can 

carry  it   on    consistently.     But    on  enter  into  him.   his  views,  and    his 

her  lap  lay  a  London  jiaper.  full  of  largeness,    and    intellect,    as    1    do, 

the    highest    authority  ;  and    there  when     1    agreo    with    him.     There, 

any  young   eyes    mi^tit.    discover    a  you  have  made  me  quite  warm,  my 

regular  pit-pat  of  tears.  dear;  I  am   so  compelled   to   vindi- 

"  My  dear,  my  dear,"  said    Lady  cute  him." 
Bluett,    being   not    so    very    much        "  I  am  so  sorry— I  did  not  mean 

better  herself,  although  improved  liy  --  yon  know  what  1  am,  Auntie." 
spectacles  ;  "it  is  a  dreadful,  dread-         "My  dear,  I  know  what  you  are, 

fill   thing   to    think   of    those    poor  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  love  you 

Frenchmen    killed,    so    many   at    a  so.      Now  go  and  wash  your  pretty 

time,  and    all  .  in    their    sins,     1   do  eyes,    and    read   that  again    to   mo, 

hope   they  had  time   to   think,  over  and  to  the  Colonel.     Many  mothers 

so    little,   of    their    latter    end.      It  woul  I  be  proud  perhaps.     I  feel  no 

makes  me  feel  quite  ill  to  think   of  prini twtnteVttj  because  my  ton  could 

such  a  dreadful  carnage,  and  to  know  not  help  doing  it." 
that  my  own   son  was   foremost  in         There   was    something    else    this 

it.      Do    you    think,  my  dear,   that  excellent  lady's  son  could  not  help 

your   delicate   throat,  would   he  any  iloinp.       He    caught    the    beautiful 

worse  in   the  morning,  if  you  were  maid  of  Skcr  in  her  pure  white  dresa 

to  read  it  onee  more  to  me  ?    Tho  in  a  nook  of  the  passage,  and  with 

people   in  tho  papers  are  so  clever ;  tears  of  prido  for  him  rolling  from 

and  there  was  something  1   did  not  her   dark    grey  eves,  arid   he   could 

quite    catch    about    poor    Rodney's  not    help — hut    all    lovers,   I  trow, 

recklessness.      How    like    his    dear  know  how  much  to  expect  of  htm. 
father,  to  be   sure  I     I    see   him   in         "  Thank   you,   Rodney,"   Delushy 

every  word  of  it."  cried;    "to  a  certain   extent,    I   am 

"Auntie,  the  first  time  I  read  it  grateful.     But  if  you  please,  no  more 

was   best.     Tho   second    and    third  of  it.     And  you  need   not   suppose 

time,  I  cried  worse  und  worse  ;  and  that  I  was    crying   about,  about, — 

the    fourth    time,   yon    know   what  about  anything." 
you  said  of  me.    And  I  know  that        "Of    course    not,    you    darling. 

I    deserved    it,   Auntie,   for   having  How  long  have  I  lived,  not  to  know 

such    foolish   weak    eyes   like  that,  that  girls  cry  about  nothing?  nine 

You    know  what   I    told   you  about  times   out  of   ten   at   least.     Pearly 

Captain  Rodney,  anil   hedged  you  to  tears,  now  prove  your  substance." 
let   me   come   here   no   more.     And         "Rodney,  will  you  let  me  alone? 

you   know  what   you    said  — that  it  I   am  not  a  French   decker  of   300 

was  a  child's  fancy  ;  and  if  it  were  guns,  for  you  to  do  just  what  you 

not,  it  should  take  its  course,     The  like  with.     And  I  don't  believe  any 

Colonel    was    wiser.       Oh,     Auntie,  one  knows  you  are  hero.     Yes,  yes, 

Auntie  !      why    don't    you    always  yes  '.     Ever  so  many  darlings,  if  you 

barken  him  ?"  like — and   '  with  my   whole  heart  I 

'■  For    a    very   good    reason,    my  do  love  you,'  as  darling  Mosy  says, 

dear  child — he  always  proves  wrong  But  one  tiling,  this  moment,  I  insist 
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upon — no,  not  in  your  ear,  nor  yet  the  family,"   ho  began,   while   she 

through  your  hair,   you    conceited  trembled  a  little,  and  looked  at  him 

curly  creature ;  but  at  the  distance  with  astonishment ;  "  allow  me  the 

of  a  yard  I  pronounce  that  you  shall  favour  of  presenting  to  you  a  lady 

come  to  your  mother."  who  will  do  me  the  honour  of  be- 

44  Oh,  what  a  shame!"     And  with  coming    my   wife,    very   shortly    I 

that  unfilial   view   of    the   subject,  hope." 

ho  rendered  himself,  after  all  those  The  Colonel  drew  back  with    a 

mortal  perils,  into  the  arms  of  his  frown  on  his  face.     Lady  Bluett  on 

mother.     With  her  usual  quickness  the  other  hand  ran  up. 

Dclushy  fled,  but  came  back  to  the  u  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?" 

drawing-room     very    sedately,    and  she  cried.     "And  not  a  word  of  it 

with  a  rose-coloured  change  of  dress,  to  your  own  mother !     Oh,    Anda- 

in  about  half  an  hour  afterwards.  lusia,  how  shocking  of  you  !" 

44  How  do  you  do,  Captain  Rod-  44 1  think,  sir,"  said  the  Colonel, 

ney  Bluett?"  looking  straight  at  the  youth, 4i that 

44  Madam,  I  hope  that  I  see  you  you    might    have    chosen   a    better 

wclL"  moment  to  defy  your  uncle,  than  in 

Lady  Bluett  was  amazed  at  the  the  presence  of  his  oldest  friends, 

coolness  of  them,  and  in  her  heart  dis-  It  is  not  like  a  gentleman,  sir.     It 

appointed ;  although  she  was  trying  cuts  mo  to  the  heart  to  say  such  a 

to  argue  it  down,  and  to  say  to  her-  thing  to  the  son  of  my  own  sister, 

self,   "  How  wise   of   them  !"      She  But,  sir,  it  is  not  like  a  gentleman." 

knew  how   the    Colonel  loved  this  The  old  friends  nodded  to  one  an- 

young  maid,  yet  never  could  bear  to  other  in  approval  of  this  sentiment ; 

think  of  his  nephew  taking  to  wife  and    turned    to    withdraw   from     a 

a  mere  waif  of  the  sea.     The  lady  family  scene. 

had  faith  in  herself  that  she  might  44  Wait,  if  you  please,"  cried  Rod- 
in the  end  overcome  this  prejudice,  ney  Bluett.  44  Colonel  Lougher,  I 
But  of  course  if  the  young  ones  had  should  deserve  your  reproach,  if 
ceased  to  care  for  it,  she  could  only  I  had  done  anything  of  the  kind. 
say  that  young  people  were  not  of  My  intention  is  not  to  defy  you, 
the  stuff  that  young  peoplo  used  to  sir ;  but  to  please  you  and  gratify 
be.  you.  my  dear  uncle,  as  your  lifelong 

While  she  revolved  these  things  kindness  to  me  and  to  this  joung 

in  her  tender,  warm,  and  motherly  lady  deserves.     And  I  have  chosen 

bosom,    the    gentlemen    came   from  to  do  it  before  old  friends,  that  your 

the  dining-room,  to  pay  their  com-  pleasure  may  be  increased  by  their 

pliments  to  the  ladies,  and  to  have  congratulations.      Instead  of  being 

their  tea  and  all  that,  according  to  ashamed,  sir,  of  the  origin  of  your 

the  recent  stylo  of  it.     They  bowed  future  niece — or  you  my  dear  mother 

very  decently,  as  thoy  came  in,  not  of  your  daughter,  you  may  well  be 

being  topers  by  any  means  :  and  the  proud  of  it     She  belongs  to  one  of 

lady  of  the  house  arose  and  curtsied  the  oldest  families  in   the  west  of 

to    them    most    gracefully.     Then  England.     She  is  the  grandchild  of 

Rodney,  who  had  found  occasion  ere  Sir  Philip   Bampfylde    of    Narnton 

this  to  salute  Colonel  Lougher  and  Court,    near    Barnstaple.      And     I 

his  visitors,  led  forward  tho  maid,  think    I    have    heard    my    mother 

and  presented  her  to  them,  with  a  speak  of  him  as  an  old  friend  of 

very  excellent  naval  bow.  my  father." 

44 My  dear   uncle,  and  friends  of  *4To  be  sure,  to  be  sure!"    ex- 
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claimed  Lady  Bluett,  ere  the  Colonel  right  i(  this  emitter  requires  at  once 

could  recover  himself :   "  the  Bluetts  to  he  spread  abroad.      At  any  rate, 

are  an  old  west-Country  family  ;  hut  my  dear  hoy,  1  owe  you  an  apology, 

the  Bampfyldes  cvc7i  older.      Come  Rodney,   I   beg  your  pardon  for  tho 

to  me,   my  pretty   darling.      There,  very  harsh  womi  I  used  to  you." 

don't  cry  so;  or  if  you  must,  come  With   these   words   he   stood   up, 

in  here,  and  I  will  help  you.     Rod-  and  bowed  to  his  nephew ;  who  did 

ney,    my   dear,   yon   have  delighted  the  same  to  him  in  silence,  and  then 

us,    and    you    have    done    it    most  they   shook   hands   warmly.      After 

cleverly.     But  excuse  my  saying  that  which   the   young   Captain    told  his 

an  officer  in   the   army  would  have  story,   to  which  they  all  listened  in 

known  a  little  better  what  ladies  are,  silence — five   being    justices   of    the 

than  to  have  thrown  them  into  this  shire,  and  ono  the  lord  lieutenant — 

excitement,   even  in   the   presence  of  all  accustomed  l«  examine  evidenco. 

valued     friends.       Come    here,    my  "  It     seems    very     likely,"     said 

precious.      Tho    gentlemen    will   ex-  Colonel  Longher,  u  flbey  waited  for 

cuse  us  for  a  little  while."  his  opinion.      "  That  David  Llowel- 

"Let  me  kiss  Colonel  I. (Higher  lyn  is  a  most  shrewd  fellow.  But 
first,"  whispered  Delushy;  all  fright-  he  ought  to  have  said  more  about 
enod,  crying,  and  quivering  as  she  the  boat  There  is  one  thing,  how- 
was,  she  could  not  forget  her  jrrati-  ever,  to  be  done  at  once — to  collect 
tude.  So  she  bowed  her  white  con lirma live  evidence." 
forehead,  and  drooped  her  dark  "There  is  another  thing  to  be 
lashes  under  the  old  man's  benevo-  done  at  once,"  cried  Rodney  Bluett, 
lent  gaze.  warmly — "  to   pull   Chowne's   nose. 

"  Sit  down,  my  dear  friends,''  said  And   despite  his  cloth,  I  will   do  it 

Colonel    Loughev,    as    soon    as    the  roundly. 

ladies    had    left    the   room.       "  My  "  My     young    friend,"     said    the 

good    nephew's    tactics    have    been  Lord    Lieutenant  ;    "  prove   it   first, 

rather   blunt,    and   of    the   Aboukir  And  then,  I  think,   there  are  some 

order.      However,  he  rtiay  be  quite  people  who  would  pardon  you." 
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HAUD    IMMEMOR.— THACKERAY    IN   AMERICA. 

[The  following  American  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Thackeray  was 
written  long  ago — its  date  being  May  1864,  the  darkest  hour  of  the  Civil 
"War.  The  sad  associations  of  those  days  of  sorrow  and  other  circum- 
stances prevented  it  from  being  sooner  given  to  the  world  ;  and  in  the 
eight*  years  which  have  intervened,  love  and  veneration  for  the  great 
novelist  have  gone  on  in  growth.  This  Memorial  is  now  published  with 
the  full  consent  of  the  author.*] 


Mr.  Thackeray  (who  that  has 
heard  him,  with  sweetness  of  voice 
unequalled,  speak  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Addison,  and  Mr.  Congreve,  and 
Mr.  Fielding,  and  Mr.  Atterbury ; 
who  that  has  read  *  Henry  Esmond,' 
or  4  The  Virginians,' — will  find  fault 
with  me  for  so  describing  him  ?) 
came  to  Philadelphia  on  his  first 
visit  to  America  in  the  month  of 
January  1853.  My  impression  is 
that  ho  brought  very  few  letters  of 
personal  introduction,  and  was  rather 
careless  of  what  may  be  called 
"  social  success,"  though  anxious 
about  the  work  ho  had  in  hand — 
his  course  of  lectures  on  the  English 
Humorists — and,  as  he  used  to 
say,  "the  dollars  he  wished  to  make, 
not  for  himself,  but  for  his  little 
girls  at  home."  With  or  without 
letters,  he  soon  made  friends,  on  the 
hearts  of  whom  the  news  of  his 
death  has  struck  a  sharp  pang.  As 
one  of  them,  I  venture  to  jot  down 
a  few  memories  of  him  who  is  gone. 

The  lectures  wore  very  successful. 
There  are  two  classes  of  people  in 
every  American  microcosm  —  those 
who  run  after  celebrities,  and  those, 
resolute  not  to  be  pleased,  who  run, 
as  it  were,  against  them.  All  were 
won    or    conquered   by    his   simple 


naturalness  ;   and,   as   I   have  said, 
the  lectures  were  a  great  success. 

My  personal  relations  to  him  hap- 
pened to  become  very  intimate. 
He  seemed  to  take  a  fancy  to  me 
and  mine,  and  I  naturally  loved  him 
dearly.  Ho  used  to  come  to  my 
house,  not  the  abode  of  wealth  or 
luxury,  almost  every  day,  and  often 
more  than  once  a-day.  He  talked 
with  my  little  children,  and  told 
them  odd  fairy  tales  ;  and  I  now 
see  him  (this  was  on  his  second 
visit)  one  day  in  Walnut  Street 
walking  slowly  along  with  my  little 
girl  by  the  hand — the  tall,  grey- 
haired,  spectacled  man  with  an  effort, 
accommodating  himself  to  the  tod- 
dling child  by  his  side  ;  and  then  he 
would  bring  her  home :  and  one 
day  when  we  were  to  have  a  great 
dinner  at  the  club  given  to  him,  and 
my  wife  was  ill,  and  my  household 
disarrange!,  and  the  bell  rang,  and 
J  said  to  him,  "  I  must  go  and  carve 
the  boiled  mutton  for  the  children, 
and  take  for  granted  you  do  not 
care  to  come;"  and  he  got  up,  and, 
with  a  cheery  voice,  said,  "I  love 
boiled  mutton  and  children  too,  and 
I  will  dine  with  them,"  and  we  did  ; 
and  he  was  happy,  and  the  children 
were  happy,  and  our  appetite  for  the 


*  The  author  of  the  Memorial  is  Mr.  William  B.  Reed  of  Philadelphia,  once  well 
known  throughout  our  Eastern  Empire  as  United  States'  Minister  in  China  In  Lord 
Elian's  time.  He  intrusted  the  MS.  to  a  friend,  whose  pleasure  in  its  perusal  last 
winter  in  America,  lirst  suggested  to  Mr.  Reed  its  publication  In  this  country. 
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club    dinner  was    damaged.      Such     the    English    IngtUMtth    though    the 
was  Thackeray  in  my  home.  accent  he  a  little  different,  with  iU 

I  met  hitn  once  at  the  house  of  a  home-like  melody  ;  and  the  Common 
friend,  anil  there  happened  to  be  an  Prayer  Hook  in  your  families.  I  nm 
odd  collocation  at  the  table.  There  more  struck  by  pleasant  resem- 
was  a  guest,  a  man  of  brilliant  blances  than  by  anything  else."  And 
talent,  of  mature  age,  and  high  edu-  so  I  sincerely  believe  he  was. 
cation,  measured  at  least  by  our  There  was  a  great  deal  of  dining 
American  standard,  who  was  marked  out  while  "  the  great  satirist,"  as 
by  two  peculiarities— his  remarkable  we  used  to  address  him,  was  here; 
phy»ical  reseiii'dunee  to  Thackeray,  hut  although  always  genial,  I  do 
and  tho  fact  that,  although  upwards  not  think,  according  to  my  recoil ec- 
of  fifty  years  of  age,  bora  and  bred  tion,  he  was  a  brilliant  conversn- 
iu  Kentucky,  he  had  never  before  tionist.  Those  who  expected  much 
crossed  the  Allcghanies,  and  never  were  often  disappointed.  It  was 
until  that  very  day  Been  a  whip  or  in  close  prints  intercourse  he  was 
.  any  square-rigged  vessel.  They —  delightful.  Once— it  was  in  New 
the  bright  backwoodsman,  who  had  York— ho  gave  a  dinner,  at  which 
never  looked  upon  the  ocean,  and  I  was  a  guest,  to  what  are  called 
the  veteran  Londoner,  who  had  "literary  men, "—authors  and  law- 
made  a  voyage  from  India  before  the  yers,  and  actors  (two  very  aecotn- 
days  of  steam,  and  had  seen  a  fat  plished  ones,  and  most  estimable 
jnan  in  white  clothes  and  a  big  straw  gentlemen  —  one  still  living),  and 
hat  at  St.  Helena  called  "  Buona-  editors,  and  magazine  men.  Then 
parte" — were  a  charming  contrast,  ho  made  what  seemed  to  bo  an 
The  year  1803  carried  both  to  their  effort.  Ho  talked  for  the  table,  lio 
graves — one  in  Kcnsal  Green,  and  sang  some  odd  postprandial  songs; 
the  other  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  one  in  a  strange  sort  of  a  ''rocita- 
It  was  a  bright  moonlight  night  tive"  about  lloctor  Martin  Luther, 
on  which  we  (Thackeray  and  I)  But,  as  I  have  said,  it  was  an  effort, 
walked  home  from  that  dinner ;  and  and  I  liked  him  better  at  home  and 
I  remember  well  tho  widk  and  the  alone.  It  was  on  this  occasion,  or 
place,  for  I  seem  to  localise  all  my  rather  on  our  return  journey  to 
associations  with  him,  and  1  asked  Philadelphia,  thai,  on  board  the 
him  what,  perhaps,  he  might  have  steamboat  (here  again  am  I  loealis- 
thought  the  absurd  question,  "What  ingj,  he  spoke  to  me  of  domestic 
do  you  honestly  think  of  my  country?  sorrows  and  anxieties  too  sacred  to 
or  rather,  what  has  most  struck  you  be  recorded  hero.  And  yet  it  wa* 
in  Ani'.-ri.-a  '•  Tell  me  candidly,  for  this  man  whom  vulgar-minded  people. 
I  shall  not  be  at  all  angry  or  hurt  if  called  heartless  I  As  he  thus  talked 
it  be  unfavourable,  or  much  elated  to  me,  I  thought  of  lines  of  tender- 
if  it  be  not."  And  then  his  answer,  ness,  often  quoted,  which  no  one, 
as  he  stopped  (we  were  walking  hut  lie  could  have  written  :  — 
along   Perm   Square),    and,    turning 

round  in  me,  said  :   "You  know  what    .,  ,,.       ,.  ,  .  ,,.    ,  „„,,     , 

^     .  ,  ~      ,.  ,       "  Ah  in';     linv.- irili'k  iliml:n-i  ure  fliUInc ! 

a    virlne-proud    people    we   English       j  llllrill „1;, Ml[lt  ,.„„,, 

are      We  think   we  have   got   it   all     «'Ihti  ]<■■■■:-  ]'■!  ^v  a.  now  I'm  fitting, 
to  ourselves.      Now  that  which  most     Arlli^yooN^fo™  w^'i'oetlednewme, 
impresses    mo    here    is,    that    I    find        Adiwr,  <liiiriJu'i<  luuiterii'omlly  up, 
homes  as  pure  as  ours,  firesides  like     ^^   *  worthy   upoko  and  mailed   to  *b«r 
ours,    domestic    virtues     as    gentle;     There's  no' one  now  to  share  myenp." 
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It  is  no  part  of  this  little  Memorial  Thy  tan^f"**  Anarch  I   lets   the  cur- 

to  refer  to  what  may  be  called  his  And  universal  darkness  bnriea  all  1" 

public  relations  and  his  success  as  a  But  to  resumo  mj  per80nal   recol- 

lecturcr.     I  merely  record  my  recol-  lections.     He  was  too  sincere  a  man 

lection    of    the    peculiar  voice  and  to  talk  for  effect>  or  to  ^y  compii. 

cadence;   the   exquisite  manner    of  ments;    and    on    his  first  visit  to 

reading  poetry ;  the  elocution,  match-  America,  ho  seemed  so  happy,  and 

less  in  its  simplicity;    his  tranquil  g0  much  tf^tf  with   aU  ho  met> 

attitude— the  only  movement  of  his  that  T  fanciwi  he  might  be  tempt- 

liands    being    when    he    wiped   his  ed  to    como    and  for  a  ^me^  live 

glasses  as  he  began  and  turned  oyer  amonpst  UR.      Tho  British  Consulate 

the  leaves  of  his  manuscript ;   his  in  Philadelphia  became  vacant,  the 

gentle  intonations.    There  was  sweet  jncumbont,  Mr.  William  Peter,  dying 

music  in  his  way  of  repeating  the  Bllddenly ;  and  it  seems  from  the  fol- 

most  hackneyed  lines,  which  fresh-  lowing  noU%  writton  at  Washington, 

cned   them   anew.     I   seem   still  to  that  j  urRed  him  to  teke  the  place  5f 

hear  him  say,—  he  could   get  it.      I  give  the  note 

i.  a  j   t  v.i   i   *u   it  ♦    i  -      »u  exactly  as  it  was  written,  venturing 

"  And  nhrhtly  to  the  liHtonlng  earth  J.  .   .       . ,  *  r/     B 

Kepeata  the  story  of  her  birth  "  even  to  retain  the  names  of  those 

whom  ho   kindly  remembered ;  and 

Or,  in  his  lecture  on  Pope, —  Phil.idclphians  of  tho  old  school  will 

smile  at  the  misspelling  of  the  name 

" Lo1  stored  ?FCad   CmpirC'  ChU°Sl   U   "*"    o^  the  founder  of  tho  Wister  parties 
Light  dies  beVore  thy  nncreating  word.  of  our  ancient  days. — 

"  Mu.  Andkkpon's  Mrsic  Stork,  Pknns  Avenue  (1853), 

Friday. 

"My  Dear  Reed, — (I  withdraw  the  Mr.  as  wasteful  and  ridiculous 
excess,  and  gilding  of  refined  gold),  and  thank  you  for  the  famous  auto- 
graph and  the  kind  letter  enclosing  it,  and  the  good  wishes  you  form  for 
me.  There  are  half-a-dozen  houses  1  already  know  in  Philadelphia  where 
\  could  find  very  pleasant  friends  and  company ;  and  that  good  old  li- 
brary would  give  me  plenty  of  acquaintances  more.  But,  home  among  my 
parents  there,  and  some  few  friends  I  have  made  in  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  and  a  tolerably  fair  prospect  of  an  honest  livelihood  on  the  familiar 
London  flagstones,  and  the  library  at  the  Athciuvum,  and  the  ride  in  the 
Park,  and  the  pleasant  society  afterwards;  and  a  trip  to  Paris  now  and  again, 
and  to  Switzerland  and  Italy  in  the  summer, — these  are  little  temptations 
which  make  me  not  discontented  with  my  lot,  about  which  I  grumble 
only  for  pastime,  and  because  it  is  an  Englishman's  privilege.  Own  now 
that  all  these  recreations  here  enumerated  have  a  plcasan}  sound.  I  hope 
f  shall  live  to  enjoy  them  yet  a  little  while  before  1  go  to  *  nox  et  tlomu* 
(fill*  Pbitoniaf  whither  poor,  kind,  old  Peter  has  vanished.  So  that 
Saturday  I  was  to  have  dined  with  him,  and  Mrs.  Peter  wrote,  saying  he 
was  ill  with  influenza :  he  was  in  bed  with  his  last  illness,  and  there 
were  to  be  no  more  Whistcr  parties  for  him.  Will  Whister  himself, 
hospitable,  pigtailed  shade,  wclcomo  him  to  Hades?  And  will  they  sit 
d«'wn — no,  stand  up — to  a  ghostly  supper,  devouring  tho  tfOtfinvi  Vl,*aC 
of  oysters  and  all  sorts  of  birds  ?  1  never  feel  pity  for  a  man  dying,  only 
for  survivors,  if  there  be  such  passionate^'  deploring  him.  You  see  the 
pleasures  the  undersigned  proposes  to  himself  here  in  future  years — a 
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sight  of  the  Alps,  a  holiday  on  the  Rhine,  a  ride  in  the  Park,  a  colloquy 
with  pleasant  friends  of  an  evening.  If  it  is  death  to  part  with  these 
delights  (and  pleasures  they  are  and  no  mistake),  sure  the  mind  can  con- 
ceive others  afterwards) ;  and  I  know  one  small  philosopher  who  is  quite 
ready  to  give  up  these  pleasures;  quite  content  (after  a  pang  or  two  of 
separation  from  dear  friends  here)  to  put  his  hand  into  that  of  the  sum- 
moning angel,  and  say,  '  Lead  on,  0  messenger  of  God  our  Father,  to  tho 
next  place  whither  the  divine  goodness  calls  us  I'  We  must  be  blind- 
folded before  we  can  pass,  I  know ;  but  I  have  no  fear  about  what  is  to 
come,  any  mtire  than  my  children  need  fear  that  the  love  of  their  father 
should  fail  them.  I  thought  myself  a  dead  man  once,  and  protest  tho 
notion  gave  me  no  disquiet  about  myself— at  least,  the  philosophy  is  more 
comfortable  Hum  llut  wlik'li  is  tinctured  with  brim  atone. 

"The  Baltimore  ins  Hock  to  tho  stale  old  lectures  as  numerously  as  you 
of  Philadelphia.  Here  the  audiences  are  more  polite  than  numerous,  but 
the  people  who  do  come  are  very  well  phased  with  their  entertainment. 
I  have  had  many  dinners.  Mr.  Kverelt,  Mr.  Fish— our  minister,  ever  so 
often — the  most  hospital  of  envoys.  I  have  seen  no  one  at  all  in  Balti- 
more, for  it  is  impossible  to  do  the  two  towns  together;  and  from  this  I 
go  to  Richmond  and  Charli'stown,  not  to  New  Orleans,  which  is  too  far ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  make  out  your  visit  to  Washington,  and  that  we  shall  make 
out  a  meeting  more  salisl'art'irv  than  tint  dinner  at  New  Vork,  which  did 
not  come  off.  The  combination  fidfod  which  I  wanted  to  bring  about. 
Have  you  heard  Miss  Furness  of  Philadelphia  sing]  She  is  the  best 
billad-singer  I  ever  heard.  And  will  you  please  remember  me  to  Mrs. 
Reed  and  your  brother,  and  Wharton,  aud  Lewis  and  his  pretty  young 
daughter;  and  believe  me  ever  faithfully  yours,  dear  Reed, 

"W.  M.   Ttiackerav." 

The  "famous    autograph''  was,  if  on  this  Swiss  tour  that  he  wrote  me 

my  memory  does  not   mislead  me,  a  the   following    i.-haniet eristic    letter, 

letter  of  Washington,  for  which  he  tilled    with    kindly  recollections    of 

had  expressed  a  wish,  and  which   I  convivial    hours    in    Philadelphia,  of 

gladly  gave    him;   and   the   plan  of  headaches  which  ho  hwl  contributed 

coining  to  America,  as  will  he  seen,  to  administer,  and  of  friends  whose 

though   at   first,    rejected,   seems   to  society  he  cherished.     On  the  back 

have  taken  root  in  his  mind.  of  this  note  is  a  pen-and-ink  o»rica- 

Thackeray  left  us  in  the  winter  turo  of  which  bo  was  not  conscious, 
of  1853,  and  in  the  summer  of  the  when  be  began  to  write.  It  is  wlmt 
year  was  on  the  Continent  with  his  ho  alludes  to  as  "tho  rubbishing 
daughters.  In  tho  last  chapter  of  picture  which  I  didn't  see."  The 
'The  Newcomcs,'  published  in  1855,  sketch  is  very  spirited,  anil,  as  a 
he  says:  "Two  years  ago,  walking  friend  to  whom  I  have  shown  it 
with  my  children  in  some  pleasant  remind-  me,  evidently  is  the  original 
fields  near  to  Heme,  in  Switzerland,  of  one  of  the  illustrations  of  his 
I  strayed  from  them  into  a  little  grotesque  fairy  tale  of  'The  Rose 
wood  ;  and  corning  nut  of  it  present-  and  the  Ring.'  written,  so  ho  told  a 
ly  told  them  how  the  story  had  been  member  of  my  family  years  after- 
revealed  to  tne  somehow,  which  for  wards  while  he  was  watching  and 
th re e-and -twenty  months  the  reader  nursing  his  children,  who  wore  ill 
has  been  pleased  to  follow."     It  was  during  this  vacation  ramble. 
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11  Neufciiatel,  Switzerland,  July  21, 1858. 

u  My  dear  Reed, — Though  I  am  rather  slow  in  paying  the  tailor,  I 
always  pay  him:  and  as  with  tailors,  so  with  men;  I  pay  my  debts  to 
my  friends,  only  at  rather  a  long  day.  Thank  you  for  writing  to  me  so 
kindly,  you  who  have  so  much  to  do.  I  have  only  begun  to  work  ten 
days  since,  and  now  in  consequence  have  a  little  leisure.  Before,  since 
my  return  from  the  West,  it  was  flying  from  London  to  Paris,  and  vice 
versa,  dinners  right  and  left,  parties  every  night  If  I  had  been  in  Phila- 
delphia, I  could  scarcely  have  been  more  feasted.  Oh,  you  unhappy 
Reed !  I  see  you  (after  that  little  supper  with  McMichael)  on  Sunday, 
at  your  own  table,  when  we  had  that  good  Sherry-Madeira,  turning  aside 
from  the  wine-cup  with  your  pale  face!  That  cup  has  gone  down  this 
well  so  often  [meaning  my  own  private  cavity],  that  I  wonder  the  cup 
isn't  broken,  and  the  well  as  well  as  it  is. 

44  Three  weeks  of  London  were  more  than  enough  for  me,  and  I  feel  as 
if  I  had  had  enough  of  it  and  pleasure.  Then  I  remained  a  month  with 
my  parents ;  then  I  brought  my  girls  on  a  little  pleasuring  tour,  and  it  has 
really  been  a  pleasuring  tour.  Wo  spent  ten  days  at  Baden,  when  I  set 
intrepidly  to  work  again ;  and  have  been  five  days  in  Switzerland  now ; 
not  bent  on  going  up  mountains,  but  on  taking  things  easily.  How  beau- 
tiful it  is !  How  pleasant !  How  great  and  affable,  too,  the  landscape  is ! 
It's  delightful  to  be  in  the  midst  of  such  scenes — the  ideas  get  generous 
reflections  from  them.  I  don't  mean  to  say  my  thoughts  grow  mountain- 
ous and  enormous  like  the  Alpine  chain  yonder ;  but,  in  fine,  it  is  good  to 
be  in  the  presence  of  this  noble  nature.  It  is  keeping  good  company: 
keeping  away  mean  thoughts.  I  sec  in  the  papers  now  and  again  accounts 
of  fine  parties  in  London.  Bon  Dieu  !  is  it  possible  any  one  ever  wanted 
to  go  to  fine  London  parties,  and  are  there  now  people  s  seating  in  Mayfair 
routs  ?  The  European  continent  swarms  with  your  people.  They  are  not 
all  as  polished  as  Chesterfield.  I  wish  some  of  them  spoke  French  a 
little  better.  I  saw  five  of  them  at  supper  at  Basle  the  other  night  with 
their  knives  down  their  throats.  It  was  awful!  My  daughter  saw  it, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  say,  *  My  dear,  your  great-great-grandmother,  one  of 
the  finest  ladies  of  the  old  school  I  ever  saw,  always  applied  cold  steel  to 
her  wittles.  It's  no  crime  to  eat  with  a  knife,'  which  is  all  very  well :  but 
I  wish  five  of  'em  at  a  time  wouldn't. 

44  Will  you  please  beg  McMichael,  when  Mrs.  Glyn,  the  English  tragic 
actress,  comes  to  read  Shakespeare  in  your  city,  to  call  on  her,  do  the  act 
of  kindness  to  her,  and  help  her  with  his  valuable  editorial  aid  ?  I  wish 
we  were  to  have  another  night  soon,  and  that  I  was  going  this  very  even- 
ing to  set  you  up  with  a  headache  to-morrow  morning.  By  Jove !  how 
kind  you  all  were  to  me !  How  I  like  people,  and  want  to  see  'em  again ! 
You  arc  more  tender-hearted,  romantic,  sentimental,  than  we  are.  I 
keep  on  telling  this  to  our  fine  people  here,  and  havo  so  belaboured  your 
[Hero  the  paper  was  turned  and  revealed  the  sketch.  At  the  top  is 
written:  " Pardon  this  rubbishing  picture;  but  I  didn't  see  and  can't 
afford  to  write  page  3  over  again.")  country  with  praise  in  private  that  I 
sometimes  think  1  go  too  far.  I  keep  back  some  of  the  truth,  but  the 
great  point  to  try  and  ding  into  the  ears  of  the  great  stupid  virtue-proud 
English  public  is,  that  there  are  folks  as  good  as  they  in  America.  That's 
%vhcre  Mrs.  Stowe's  book  has  done  harm,  by  inflaming  us  with  an  idea  of 
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our  own  superior  virtue  in  freeing  our   Macks,  whereas  you   keep  yours. 
Comparisons  are  always  odorous,  Mrs.  Malaprop  says. 

"I  am  about  a  new  story,  but  don't  know  as  yet  if  it  will  be  any  good. 
It  seenis  to  me  lam  too  old  for  Itaqr-teStng  I  but  I  want  money,  and 
shall  get  20,000  dollars  for  this,  of  which  (D.V.)  I'll  keep  fifteen.  I  wish 
this  rubbish  i  tin:  skitih)  wen-  aW;iy  ;  I  might  |mt  written  rubbish  ill  its 
stead.  Not  that  I  have  uny thing  to  say,  but  that  I  always  remember 
you  and  yours,  and  honest  Mac,  and  Wharton,  and  Lewis,  and  kind 
fellows  whd  have  been  kind  to  me,  and  I  hope  will  be  kind  to  me  again. 
— Good-bye,  my  dear  Reed,  and  believe-  in*  ever  sincerely  yours, 

"W.  M.  T  I]  ACKER  AY." 

The  next  year,  IH34,   was  a  year  ar-liko   tastes.      He   measured,    too, 

of  sorrow  to  me  and  mine.     But  for  the    anguish    which,    even    at    this 

the  sympathy  which,  in   that   over-  lapse  of  time— now  nearly  ten  years 

Lowering  grief,  I  had  from  my  friend,  — freshen.-;  when  1  think  of  it,  and 
should  not  allude  to  it.  My  only  which  then  bowed  a  whole  family  to 
surviving  brother,  Mr.  Henry  Reed,  the  earth.  It  was  in  reply  to  my 
in  company  with  his  wife's  sister,  letter  announcing  that  all  hope  of 
visited  Europe,  saw,  and  were  kind-  rescue  or  escape  was  over,  and  that 
ly  treated  by,  Mr.  Thackeray;  and  "a  vast  and  wandering  grave  was 
on  their  return  voyage,  on  the  2tth  theirs,"  that  in  November  ho  wrote 
September,  perished  in  the  ship-  to  me  the  following.  It  is  an 
wreck  of  the  Arctic.  Thackeray  interesting  letter,  too,  in  this,  that 
had  known  my  brother  in  this  conn-  it  mentions  what  may  not  be  known 
try,  and  duly  estimated  what  1  may  on  the  other  sid*  of  the  Atlantic- 
be  pardoned  for  describing  as  his  that  he  had  had  some  transient 
gentle  virtues  and  refined  and  schul-  diplomatic  visions. 

"Onslow  Squaiie  BnoMi'Tos,  A7u«™4,r  8. 

"Mr  dear  Heed, — I  received  your  melancholy  letter  this  morning.  It 
gives  me  an  opportunity  of  writing  about  a  subject  on  which,  of  course, 
I  felt  very  strongly  for  you  and  for  your  poor  brother's  family.  I  have 
kept  back  uniing.  knou  iug  the  powerlessness  of  conflation,  snid  Inning 
I  don't  know  what  vague  hopes  that  your  brother  and  Miss  Bronson 
might  have  been  spared.  That  ghastly  struggle  over,  who  would  pity 
any  man  that  departs?  It  i3  the  survivors  one  commiserates  of  such  a 
good,  pious,  tender-hearted  man  as  he  seemed  whom  God  Almighty  has 
just  called  hack  to  Himself.  He  seemed  to  mo  to  have  all  the  sweet 
domestic  virtues  which  make  tin;  pang  of  parting  only  the  more  cruel  to 
those  who  are  left  behind.  But  that  loss,  what  a  gain  to  him  1  A  just 
man  summoned  by  God,— for  what  purpose  can  he  go  but  to  meet  the 
divine  love  and  goodness  ?  I  never  think  about  deploiintr  such  ;  and  as 
you  and  I  send  for  our  children,  meaning  them  only  love  and  kindness, 
how  much  inure  I'uter  Nosier?  So  we  say,  and  weep  the  beloved  ones 
whom  we  lose  all  the  same  with  the  natural  selfish  sorrow  ;  as  you,  I 
daresay,  will  have  a  heavy  heart  when  your  daughter  marries  and  leavea 
you.  You  will  lose  her,  though  her  new  home  ia  ever  so  happy.  I 
remember  quite  well  my  visit  to  your  brother — the  pictures  in  his  room, 
which  made  me  sec  which  way  his  thoughts  lay  ;  his  sweet,  gentle,  molan- 
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choly  pious  manner.  That  day  I  saw  him  here  in  Dover  Street,  I  don't 
know  whether  I  told  them,  hut  I  felt  at  the  time  that-  to  hear  their  very 
accents  affected  me  somehow.  They  were  just  enough  American  to  he 
national ;  and  where  shall  I  ever  hear  voices  in  the  world  that  have  spoken 
more  kindly  to  me?  It  was  like  being  in  your  grave,  calm,  kind  old 
Philadelphia  over  again ;  and  behold ;  now  they  are  to  be  heard  no  more. 
I  only  saw  your  brother  once  in  London.  When  ho  first  called  I  was 
abroad  ill,  and  went  to  see  him  immediately  I  got  your  letter,  which  he 
brought  and  kept  back,  I  think.  Wo  talked  about  the  tour  which  he 
had  been  making,  and  about  churches  in  this  country  —  which  I  knew 
interested  him  —  and  Canterbury  especially,  where  ho  had  been  at  the 
opening  of  a  missionary  college.  He  was  going  to  Scotland,  I  think,  and  to 
leave  London  instantly,  for  he  and  Miss  B.  refused  hospitality,  &c.  ;  and  we 
talked  about  the  memoir  of  Hester  Reed  which  I  had  found,  I  didn't  know 
how,  on  my  study-table,  and  about  the  people  whom  he  had  met  at  Lord 
Mahoji's — and  I  believe  I  said  I  should  like  to  bo  going  with  him  in  the 
Arctic.  And  we  parted  with  a  great  deal  of  kindness,  please  God,  and 
friendly  talk  of  a  future  meeting.  May  it  happen  one  day  !  for  I  feel  sure 
ho  was  a  just  man.  I  wanted  to  get  a  copy  of  4  Esmond '  to  send  by  him 
(the  first  edition,  which  is  the  good  one) ;  but  I  did  not  know  where  to 
light  on  one,  having  none  myself,  and  a  month  sinie  bought  a  couple  of 
copies  at  a  circulating  library  for  7s.  6d.  apiece. 

44 1  am  to-day  just  out  of  bed  after  another,  about  the  dozenth,  severe 
fit  of  spasms,  which  I  have  this  year.  My  book  would  have  been  written 
but  for  them,  and  the  lectures  begun,  with  which  I  hope  to  make  a  few 
thousand  more  dollars  for  those  young  ladies.  But  who  knows  whether 
I  shall  bo  well  enough  to  deliver  them,  or  what  is  in  store  for  next  year  ? 
The  secretaryship  of  our  Legation  at  Washington  was  vacant  the  other 
day,  and  I  instantly  asked  for  it ;  but  in  the  very  kindest  letter  Lord 
Clarendon  showed  how  the  petition  was  impossible.  First,  the  place  was 
given  away ;  next,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  appoint  out  of  the  service.  But 
the  first  was  an  excellent  reason,  not  a  doubt  of  it  So  if  ever  I  come,  as 
I  hope  and  trust  to  do  this  time  next  year,  it  must  be  at  my  own  cost, 
and  not  the  Queen's. — Good-bye,  my  dear  Reed,  and  believe  that  I  have 
the  utmost  sympathy  in  your  misfortune,  and  am  most  sincerely  yours, 

"  W.  M.  Thackeray." 


The  copy  of  *  Esmond '  was  for  fruits  of  his  new  lecture  experiment, 

my  wife,   who  had  expressed    her  "  The  Georges."     I  met  him  in  New 

liking  for  it  beyond  all  his  works.  York  and  heard  his  "  George  IV." 

It  came  the  next  year  thus  inscribed :  — to  my  mind  the  least  agreeable  of 

»  With  the  grateful  regards  of  tho  cou"e  "^"ft  Wo"  *  liter" 

w  u  T,..nrp,.r  ary  society  in  Brooklyn.     He  thence 

London,  October  1855."  J*™6,*0.  ^""^P*"**  «*  renewed 

his  old  intimacies  and  associations. 

And  is  now  among  the  most  cher-  His  friends  were  glad  to  see  him, 

ished  volumes  in  our  library.  and  ho  them.     The  impression  we 

In  the  winter  of  1855,  Mr.  Thack-  all  had  was  that    two    years    had 

cray  made  his  second  and  last  visit  oldened  him  more  than  they  should 

to  this  country,  and  gave  us  tho  first-  have  done ;  but  there  was  no  change 


1872.]                 Baud  Immemor.— Thackeray  in  America.  '    085 

in   other  respects.     "The  Georges"  wo  stand  by  this  royal   corpse  and 

were,  if  possible,   a  greater  success  call  a  truce  to  battle!     Low  he  lies 

than   "  The    Humorists  ;"   though    I  to  whom  the  proudest  used  to  kneel 

confess  I  had,  and   have,  a  lurking  once,  and  who  wan  cast  lower  than 

preference  for  the  genial  communion  the  poorest:    dead,   whom   millions 

with  Steele  nnd    Fielding  ihi-n  great  prayed  for  ia  vain.      Driven  off  his 

favourites),    mid    Swift   and   Sterne  throne;    buffeted    by  rude    hands; 

(his  aversion.';),  to  (he  dissection  of  with    his    children    in    revolt;    the 

the  tainted  remains  of  the  Hanove-  darling  of  his  old  age   killed  before 

rian   kings.      Hut   there  was  in   one  him  untimely  ;  our  Lear  hangs  over 

of  these  lectures  a  passage  familiar  her  breathless  lips  and  cries,   'Gor- 

to  every  listener  and  every  hearer  dclia,  Cordelia,  stay  a  little  ! ' 
which  I  reproduce  here,  not  merely 

from  an  association   presently  to  he  'Vox  not  hi«  j-hoitt—  Oh  let  him  pas«— 

referred  to,  but  because  it  seems  to  Be  hates  Mm 

me   in   transcribing   it  that   I   have  VorM       "'""'         "*     ° 

the  dead  again  before  me,  and  hear  Stretch  him  out  longer  I' 

a  sweet  voice  in  the  very  printed 

words; —  Hush!  strife  and  quarrel,  over  the 
"  What  preacher  need  moralise  solemn  grave !  Sound,  trumpets,  a 
on  this  story ;  what  words  save  the  mournful  march  !  Fall,  dark  curtain, 
simplest  are  requisite  to  tell  it?  It  upon  his  pageant,  his  pride,  hia 
is  too  terrible  for  tears.  The  thought  grief,  his  awful  tragedy!" 
of  such  a  misery  smites  me  Ann  in  Was  it  this,  or  was  it  the  other 
submission  before  the  Ruler  of  king!  passage  about  the  Princess  Amelia 
and  men,  the  Monarch  supreme  over  and  the  old  King  praying  for  return- 
empires  and  republics,  the  inserut-  ing  reason,  which  Thackeray  re- 
able  Disposef  of  life,  death,  happi-  ferred  to  in  the  following  note, 
ness,  victory.  O  brothers!  speak-  written  to  me  from  Baltimore,  in 
ing  the  same  dear  mother  tongue,  answer  to  one  pending  an  adversu 
0  comrades  1  enemies  no  more,  let  criticism  in  a  small  newspaper  of 
us  take  a  mournful  hand  together,  as  Philadelphia  F 


L  16,  1838. 

"  Mr  dear  Itr.Ki>,— Your  letter  of  the  9th,  with  one  from  Boston  of  lUe 
8th,  was  given  to  me  last  night  when  1  came  home.  In  what  possibla 
snow-drift  have  they  been  lying  torpid?  One  hundred  thanks  for  vmir 
goodness  in  the  lecture,  and  all  other  matters ;  and  if  I  can  tind  the  face 
to  read  those  printed  lectures  over  again,  I'll  remember  your  good  advice. 
That  splendid  crowd  on  the  last  lecture  night  I  knew  would  make  our 
critical  friend  angry.  I  have  not  seen  the  last  article,  of  course,  and  don't 
intend  to  look  for  it.  And  as  I  was  reading  the  George  1IL  lecture  hero 
on  Monday  night,  could  not  help  asking  myself,  '  What  can  the  man  mean 
by  saying  that  1  am  uncbkriUbla  unkindly— that  I  sneer  at  virtue?'  and 
so  forth.  My  own  conscience  being  pretty  clear,  1  can  receive  the  '  Bulle- 
tin's' displeasure  with  calmness — remembering  how  1  used  to  layabout 
me  in  my  own  youthful  days,  and  how  I  generally  took  a  good  tall  mark 
to  hit  at 

"  Wicked  weather,  and  an  opera  company  wliit-h  per  [firmed  on  the  two 
first  lecture  flights  here,  made  the  audiences  rather  thin  ;  but  they  fetched 
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up  at  the  third  lecture,  and  to-night  is  the  last ;  after  which  I  go  to  Rich- 
mond, then  to  go  further  south,  from  Charleston  to  Havannah  and  New 
Orleans ;  perhaps  to  turn  back  and  try  westward,  where  I  know  there  is  a 
great  crop  of  dollars  to  be  reaped.  But  to  be  snow-bound  in  my  infirm 
condition !  1  might  never  get  out  of  the  snow  alive. 

"  I  go  to  Washington  to-morrow  for  a  night  I  was  there  and  dined  with 
Cramp  ton  on  Saturday.  He  was  in  good  force  and  spirits,  and  I  saw  no 
signs  of  packing-up  or  portmanteaus  in  the  hall. 

u  I  send  my  best  regards  to  Mrs.  Reed  and  your  sister-in-law,  and  Lewis 
and  his  kind  folks,  and  to  Mac's  whisky-punch,  which  gave  me  no  head- 
ache :  I'm  very  sorry  it  treated  you  so  unkindly. — Always  yours,  dear 
Reed.  W.  M.  Thackeray." 


The  allusion  in  this  letter  to  the  to  disturb  him  being  his  sympathy 
printed  lectures  recalls  a  little  in-  with  the  man  of  business.  "I 
cidcnt  which  was  very  illustrative  don't  mind  the  empty  benches,  but 
of  his  generous  temper,  and  is  not  I  cannot  bear  to  see  that  sad,  pale- 
unlike  "the  pill -box  with  the  faced  young  man  as  I  come  out, 
guineas,"  which  I  have  seen  lately  who  is  losing  money  on  my  ac- 
in  some  literary  notices.  It  was  count."  This  he  used  to  say  at  my 
this:  On  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  house  when  he  came  homo  to  a 
in  the  spring  of  1856,  from  the  frugal  and  not  very  cheerful  supper 
south  and  west,  a  number  of  his  after  the  lectures.  Still  the  bar- 
friends — I  as  much  as  any  one —  gain  had  beon  fairly  made,  and  was 
urged  him,  unwisely  as  it  turned  honourably  complied  with ;  and  the 
out,  to  repeat  his  lectures  on  uThe  money  was  paid  and  remitted, 
Humorists."  He  was  very  loath  to  through  my  agency,  to  him  at  New 
do  it,  but  finally  yielded,  being,  York.  1  received  no  acknowledg- 
I  doubt  not,  somewhat  influenced  ment  of  the  remittance,  and  recol- 
by  the  pecuniary  inducements  ac-  lect  well  that  I  felt  not  a  little 
cidcntally  held  out  to  him.  A  annoyed  at  this ;  the  more  so. 
young  bookseller  of  this  city  offered  when,  on  picking  up  a  newspaper,  I 
him  a  round  sum — not  very  large,  learned  that  Thackeray  had  sailed 
but,  under  the  circumstances,  quite  for  home.  The  day  after  he  had 
liberal,  for  the  course — which  ho  gone,  when  there  could  be  no  re- 
accepted.  The  experiment  was  a  fusal,  I  received  a  certificate  of 
failure.  It  was  late  in  the  season,  deposit  on  his  New  York  bankers 
with  long  days  and  shortening  for  an  amount  quite  sufficient  to 
nights,  and  the  course  was  a  stale  meet  any  loss  incurred,  as  he 
one,  and  the  lectures  had  been  thought,  on  his  behalf.  I  give 
printed,  and  the  audiences  were  the  accompanying  note,  merely 
thin,  and  the  bargain  was  disastrous,  suppressing  the  name  of  the 
not  to  him,  but  to  the  young  gen-  gentleman  in  question.  There 
tlcman  who  had  ventured  it  We  are  some  little  things  in  this  note 
were  all  disappointed  and  mortified ;  — its  blanks  and  dates — to  which 
but  Thackeray  took  it  good-humour-  a  fac  -  simile  alone  would  do 
edly :   the  only   thing  that  seemed  justice  : — 

"AprllZl. 
"My  dear  Reed, — When   you   get  this,     .     .     .     remummum-embor 
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me  to  kick-kick  -kind  tin- UTu-ih-i  ends  ...  a  sudden  resolution — 
to — mum  mum -morrow     ...     in  the  Bu-bu-bultie. 

"(in'iil  ■■■.'-  my  [..■ill-  kind  frii:nil,  and  all  kind  friends  in  Philadelphia. 
T  didn't  think  of  going  away  when  I  left  home  this  morning ;  but  it's  the 
best  way. 

"  I  think  it   is  best  to  send  back  Sfi  per  cent  to  poor .     Will  you 

kindly  give  him  the  enclosed ;  and  depend  on  it  I  shall  jro  and  OH  Mrs. 
Best  when  I  go  to  London,  and  (ell  bj»  tU  about  you.  My  heart  is  un- 
commonly  heavy  :  and  I  am  youra  gtt  tefidly  and  ulleetionately. 

"W.  M.  T." 


And  thus,  with  an  act  andworib  and  "  Thcodosia "  (the  latter,  I  be- 
ef kindness,  he  left  America,  never  lieve,  in  bis  family  also),  which  ap- 
to  return !  pear  in  '  The  Virgin  has,'  are  to  be 
It  was  during  this  visit  to  the  found  in  my  homely  narrative  of 
United  States  that,  as  he  told  me,  revolutionary  times.  One  other 
the  idea  of  his  American  novel  suggestion  I  trace  in  'The  Virgin- 
'  The  Virginians,'  was  conceived ;  ians.'  I  recollect  in  one  of  our 
and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  rambles  felling  him  of  a  book  which 
some  of  the  details  in  tha  story  he  did  not  seem  to  know ;  and  I 
were  due  as  well  to  Mr.  Prescott'a  can  hardly  say  that  it  is  to  my 
'Crossed  Swords '  as  to  conversations  credit  that  I  did  — 'The  Memoirs 
with  me  at  a  tizne  when  my  mind  of  the  Duke  de  Lauzun.'  We 
was  full  of  historical  associations  spoke  of  the  dispute  as  to  its 
and  suggestions,  and  when  to  think  genuineness  (its  authenticity  as  a 
of  my  country's  story  was  matter  recorder  Hie  intrigues  of  a  courtier 
of  pride  and  pleasure.  In  the  let-  of  Louis  XV.  there  was  no  reason 
tor  of  November  1854,  on  my  to  doubt),  and  1  called  his  atton- 
brothcr's  death.  Mr.  Thackeray  tion  to  the  fact,  very  creditable  to 
speaks  of  'The  Memoirs  of  Hester  my  countrywomen  of  ancient  days 
Reed,'  which  he  had  found  on  his  that  while  Liiuxun's  life,  not  only 
study-table.  This  was  a  little  vol-  in  France,  where  it  was  natural 
ume,  privately  prinlcd  a  few  years  enough,  but  in  England,  was  a  con- 
before,  containing  the  biography  of  tinuity  of  atrocious  licentiousness, 
iny  paternal  grandmother,  lather  dc  with  his  victim's  names  revealed  as 
Berdt,  a  young  English  girl,  who  only  a  Frenchman  of  that  day  was 
had  made  the  acquaintance  of  her  capable  of  doing,  the  moment  he 
American  lover  when,  in  colony  lands  in  America,  accompanying 
times,  he  was  a  student  in  the  Rochambeau's  army  to  Rhode  Is- 
Temple.  They  married  -came  to  land,  tho  wicked  spirit  seems  re- 
this  country:  he  bocame  a  soldier  buked  by  the  purity  and  simplicity 
of  tho  Revolution,  and  she,  sharing  of  American  women;  and  though 
her  husband's  feelings  and  opinions  he  mentions  the  names  of  several 
and  trials,  died,  still  a  young  wo-  ladies  whom  he  met,  there  is  not  a 
man,  in  the  middle  of  the  war.  As  word  of  indecorum  or  whispered 
1  have  said,  Esther  Iieed  was  my  thought  of  impurity.  This  idea  the 
father's  mother.  Mr.  Thackeray  reader  will  find  stated  in  '  Tho  Vir- 
seemed  pleased  with  the  genuine-  ginians'  thus:  — 
ness  of  the  little  book,  and  talked  "  There  lived  during  the  last  con- 
often  of   it.     The    names    "lletty"  tury   a    certain    French    duke    and 
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marquis  who  distinguished  himself  sent  on  my  mission  to    China    in 

in   Europe,   and  America    likewise,  1858,  and  there  1  read  it     In  the 

and  has  obliged  posterity  by  leaving  tone  of,  I  hope  pardonable,  egotism 

behind  him  a  choice  volume  of  me-  in  which  I  have  thus  far  written,  I 

moirs,   which   the  gentle  reader  is  transcribe    an    entry   in    the    little 

specially    warned    not    to    consult  diary   I  kept  in   the  East  for  the 

Having  performed  the  part  of  Don  amusement  of  my  wife  and  family 

Juan  in  his  own  country,  in  ours,  at  home: — 

and  in  other  parts  of  Europe,  he  has  "  Friday,   July  23,    Shanghae. — 

kindly   noted   down    the   names  of  Read  to-day  No.  VII.  of  4Tho    Vir- 

many   court  beauties   who  fell  vie-  ginians.'     I   still   like   it,   though    I 

tims  to  his  powers  of  fascination ;  fear  my  friend  Lord  Chesterfield  will 

and  very  pleasing,  no  doubt,  it  must  faro  badly.     I   don't  care   what    is 

be  for  the  grandsons  and  descend-  said  about  old  Q.,  or  any  of  the  Sel- 

ants    of    the    fashionable    persons  wyn  party.     In   one  of    his  letters 

among  whom    our    brilliant    noble-  (this  I  have  lost  or  mislaid,  or  some 

man   moved,  to  find  the  names  of  felonious      autograph  -  hunter     has 

their    ancestresses    adorning  M.    lo  purolined  it)  to  me  long  ago,  Thack- 

Duc's  sprightly  pages,  and  their  frail-  eray,  when  he  was  projecting  4  The 

ties  recorded  by  the  candid  writer  Virginians,'  told  me  he  should  use 

who  caused  them.     In   the    course  4  Esther  do  Berdt ;'  and  now  see  his 

of  the  peregrinations  of  this  noble-  heroines  are   'Hetty'  and  4Thcodo- 

man  he  visited  North  America,  and,  sia,'  and  from  the  same  rank  of  life 

as  had  been  his  custom  in  Europe,  — almost  the  only    pure    one   then 

proceeded    straightway    to    fall    in  — to  which  my   4  Hetty '  belonged, 

love.     And  curious  it  is  to  contrast  But    what  beautiful   heart  -  stirring 

the  elegant  refinements  of  European  things   one   meets  in  his  books !     1 

society—  where,   according  to  Mon-  can't    help    copying    one :      4  Canst 

seigneur,  he  had  but  to  lay  siege  to  thou,  0  friendly  reader,  count  upon 

a  woman  in  order  to  vanquish  her —  the  fidelity  of  an  artless  or  tender 

with  the  simple  lives  and  habits  of  heart  or  two,  and  reckon  among  the 

the  colonial  folks,    amongst  whom  blessings   which    Heaven    hath    be- 

the  European  enslaver  of  hearts  did  stowed  on  thee  the  love  of  faithful 

not,  it  appears,  make  a  single  con-  women?     Purify    thy    own     heart, 

quest     Had  he  done  so,  he  would  and   try  to  make  it  worthy  theirs, 

as  certainly  have  narrated  his    vie-  On  thy  knees— on   thy  knees,  give 

tories    in    Pennsylvania    and    New  thanks  for  the    blessings    awarded 

England   as  he   described  his   sue-  thee !     All  the  blessings  of  life  are 

cesses  in  this  and  his  own  country,  nothing   compared  with  that   one — 

Travellers    in   America    have    cried  all  the  rewards  of  ambition,   plea- 

quite    loudly    enough    against    the  sure,  wealth,  only  vanity  and  disap- 

rudeness  and  barbarism  of  Transat-  pointment,  grasped  at  greedily,  and 

lantic    manners;     let    the    present  fought  for  fiercely,   and    over   and 

writer  give    the  humble  testimony  over  again  found  worthless  by  the 

of  his  experience,  that  the  conver-  weary  winners.     But  love  seems  to 

sation    of    American    gentlemen    is  survive  life,  and  to  reach  beyond  it. 

generally  modest,  and,  to    the  best  I  think  we  take  it  with  us  past  the 

of  his  belief,  the  lives  of  the  women  grave.     Do  we  not  still  give  it  to 

pure."  those  who  have  left  us?    May  we 

4 The    Virginians'      appeared     in  not  hope   that  they  feel  it  for  us, 

monthly  numbers   while  I  was  ab-  and  that  we  shall  leave  it  here  in 
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one   or   two  fond  bosoms  when   we  to   stop   with    him    in    London.      I 

also  are  ^onc?  '     You  will  think  I  went,  however,  by  the  Cape  of  Good 

hove  very  little  to  do   or  record   to  Hope,  and  it  was  not  till  my  return 

have  time  to  make  so  long  extracts;  in   the  spring  of   1859  that  wo  met 

but  I   could  not    help    it,   for    the  again.      From  Malta,  or  some  point 

magic  words  touched  mo."  on   the   Continent,    1    wrote    to   ask 

On    my    appointment    to     China,  him,  having  due  regard  to  economy, 

Thackeray  was   among   the  first    to  my   party    being   numerous,   and   to 

congratulate  me,   ut  the  same  time  the  odour  of  official  station  which 

begging  me — as  hi.'   seemed  to   take  Milt  Iluicj;  round  me,  to  get  me  suit- 

for   granted   that   my   roule    to   the  able  lodginjrs  in  London,  and  the  fol- 

East  would  be  what,  by  an  odd  mis-  lowing   perfectly  . 'baric  Lcristic  note 

nomer,    is   called    (he   "overland" —  was  the  answer  :  — 

"Mackiuy's  IIutei,,  1  Resent  Stheet,  Waterloo  Place, 
April  2,  18SR 

"Mv  dear  Reed, — This  is  the  best  place  for  you,  I  think.  Two  bishops 
already  in  the  house.  Country-gent  left  'Ik  s  ;md  American  envoys  especially 
affect  it.  Mr.  Maurigy  Bays  you  may  come  for  a  day  at  the  rate  of  some 
ten  guineas  a-iveek,  with  rooms  very  clean  and  nice,  which  1  have  just 
gone  over,  and  po  away  at  the  day's  end  if  yuu  disapprove. 

"This  letter  {referring  to  one  enchinol\  U  about  the  Athenfeum,  where 
you  may  like  to  look  Id.  I  Wrote  to  Lord  Stanhope,  who  is  on  the  com- 
mittee, to  put  you  up. 

"  I  won't  born  you  by  a -kins  .v""  '■''  dinner  till  we  sec  how  matters  are, 
as  of  course  yon  nil!  consort  with  liij^wr  wic;s.  than  yours  always, 

"  W.   M.  TUACKERAT." 

No  "bigger   *vi;is"    caiue   between  of  another  friend,    who   I   am   sure 

us.     During   my    fortnight   iu   Lon-  will  excuse   this  distant  allusion  to 

don — for  1  was  hastening  home  after  him.     We   looked  out  on  the  Park, 

two    years'   absence— we    saw    him  and    the    river    where     the     Great 

nearly   every   day.     He   came   rogu-  Eastern   was   lying  before  her   first 

larly    to    our    quarters,    went   with  voyage,  and    talked  of  America  and 

me    to    the    Atheiueum — that    spot  American   associations,   and   of   the 

of    brilliant    association — where    he  chance   of  his   coming   again.     And 

pointed    out    the    eminent    men    of  our   last   dinner   was   over.     I    left 

whom    I   had   heard  and  read;  and  London    on    the   liuth   April    1859, 

then  he  would   go   to   his   working-  Mr.  and  Miss  Thackeray  were  at  the 

table  in  the  Cliil>  Library  anil  write  Euston   Square   station  to  say  fare- 

f or  the  'Cornhill.'     He  would  carry  well.     Ho  took  my  son  aside,  and  to 

my  son,  a  young  man  just  of  ago,  off  his  infinite  confusion   handed  him  a 

with   him   to  see  the  London  world  little  cmitait,  whitfi   I  hope  lie  will 

in  odd  "haunts.''      i  dined  with  him  always   cherish   with   pride  for   the 

twice:   once  at  his  modest  house  in  sake    of    the    giver.     "We    parted 

Onslow  Square,   where  we  had   the  with  ■  ft! mi  di-al  of  kindness,  please 

prcat  pleasure  of -!■:.■;  n^his  .In  i  ju'htcrs;  (bid,    and   friendly    talk    of    a    future 

and  onccat  Greiiiivi.li.  iita  liachelor's  meeting.      May  it  happen  one  day; 

dinner,  where  1    made   the  acquaint-  for  I  feel  sure  he  is  a  just  man." 
ance,    since   ripened   into    intimacy,         My    pious   duty   is   nearly   done. 
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On  my  return  to  America  our  cor-  playing  proceeded  like  a  piece  in  a 
respondence  naturally  enough  Ian-  dream.  To  make  the  grand  comic 
guished :  each  was  much  occupied ;  performance  doubly  comic,  my 
he  with  drudgery  which  was  ex-  neighbour  presently  informed  me 
hausting  and  engrossing.  I  often  how  one  of  the  best  friends  I  had 
received  kind  messages  and  some-  in  America — the  most  hospitable, 
times  apologies.  After  the  Civil  kindly,  amiable  of  men,  from  whom 
War  began,  no  letter  passed  between  I  had  twice  received  the  warmest 
us.  I  had  not  the  heart  to  write,  welcome,  and  the  most  delightful 
and  I  don't  believe  he  had;  for  I  hospitality — was  a  prisoner  in  Fort 
reject  with  emphasis  the  idea  that  Warren  on  charges  by  which  his 
his  gentle  nature  could  feel  aught  life  might  bo  risked.  I  think  it 
but  horror  at  this  war  of  breth-  was  the  most  dismal  Christmas 
run — u  brothers  speaking  the  same  piece  these  eyes  ever  looked  on." 
dear  mother  tongue."  His  Ameri-  One  other  memorandum  I  did 
can  novel  and  his  pictures  of  life  in  receive  from  my  friend.  In  tho 
ancient  days  at  Castlewood  on  the  summer  of  1863  an  Anglo-Indian 
Potomac,  show  this  abundantly,  officer  brought  me  the  following 
He  had  been  in  the  South  and  note  written  on  one  of  the  little 
met  Southern  ladies  and  gentle-  book-slips  used  in  tho  Reading- 
men,  the  highest  types  of  American  Room  of  the  British  Museum, 
civilisation.  This  I  may  say  now  "  At  sight  pay  any  kindness  you 
in  their  hour  of  sufFering  and  can  to  the  bearer,  Major  F.  Gold- 
possible  disaster.  He  had  visited  smith,  and  debit  the  same  to  your 
Southern  homes  and  shared  South-  old  friend, 
crn  hospitality.  4t  W.  M.  Thackeray." 

As  recently  as  February  1802,  in 

one  of  his  fugitive  essays,  he  referred  My    little    memorial    is    finished, 

to  an  incident  of  our  days  of  sorrow,  I   have   written    it  in    a   frame    of 

and  thus  emblamed  his  affectionate  mind  distracted  by  all  that  in  these 

regard  for  a  distant  friend  on  whom  last    few   days    has   been   going   on 

the  hand  of  arbitrary  power  was,  or  around  me,  with  two   objects :    one, 

was   supposed   to  be,  laid.     I  have  to  embalm,  I  trust  not  unpleasantly 

reason  to  believe  tho  reference  was  to  any  one,  tho  memories  I  happen 

to   a  gentleman   long  a  resident  of  to  have  of  a  friend  who  was  dear  to 

Savannah.  mo  ;  the  other,  to  try  by  a  desperate 

"  I  went  to  tho  play  one  night,  intellectual  effort  to  throw  aside,  if 

and   protest    I    hardly   knew   what  but  for  a  moment  (and  the  date  will 

was  the  entertainment  which  passed  show  why  I  feel  so),  the  burden  of 

before  my  eyes.      In  the  next  stall  consciousness  that  bloody  deeds  are 

was    an    American    gentleman   who  now   doing    which  will    bring    now 

knew  me.     .     .     .     And  the  Christ-  sorrow  into  many  a  homo, 

mas   piece   which    the    actors  were  May  14,  l«6i. 
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Tbb  interest  of  the  reading  world  idling  consciousness,  which  they 
in  genuine  books  of  travel  must  in-  hud  not,  that  the  now  fends  may 
crease  year  by  your.  Such  works  closely  affect  our  fortunes  or  those 
were  always  esteemed,  mi,  by  grati-  of  our  near  kindred.  Appetite  for 
tying  a  laudable  curiosity,  did  not-  accounts  of  travels  has,  therefore, 
able  service  in  amusing  and  instruct-  certainly  nor  diminished  as  the  world 
ing  those  who  could  read,  and  those  has  advanced  in  years  :  only  we  dc- 
who  would  listen,  Herodotus  recit-  sire  nowadays  not  only  to  bo  in- 
ing  his  history  at  the  Olympic  formed,  but  to  be  plainly  and  ac- 
garoes  amid  the  applause  of  thou-  curately  informed  concerning  things 
sands,  rises  before  us  as  we  write  :  which  may  touch  us  so  nearly.  The 
and  this  ago  knows  well,  by  what  traveller'*  licence  is  rescinded.  We 
it  has  heard  with  its  ears,  and  by  not  only  do  not  allow  him  to  take 
what  former  ages  have  transmitted  any  liberty  with  facts,  but  we  toler- 
to  it,  how  the  histories  of  adventur-  ate  no  fanciful  colouring  for  the 
ers  and  explorers  from  Herodotus  sake  of  sensation  or  expansion  ;  still 
downwards  have  ever  commanded  less  do  we  allow  of  perplexing  and 
a  degree  of  attention  which  no  other  marring  what  should  be  a  clear, 
class  of  books  could  with  curtain ty  simple,  ami  honest  description,  with 
obtain.  Of  old  it  was  felt  on  both  tedious  disquisitions,  tumid  repre- 
sides — by  writers  and  by  contempo-  sentafions,  and  irrelevant  pedantry. 
rary  readers  of  books  of  travels—  Of  course  an  author  whoisrccklessof 
that  the  readers  were  never  likely  to  the  inevitable  penalty  which  a  short 
see,  or  to  be  much  further  informed  time  wiil  bring,  tuny  take  a  tompnr- 
concerning,  the  regions  which  the  ary  advantage  of  the  public,  and  by 
traveller  had  visited:  hence  the  embellishing,  or  by  the  numerous 
histories  had  a  tendency  to  he  more  modes  of  padding  known  to  book- 
or  less  fabulous,  and  it  did  not  makers  palm  off  mere  trumpery 
greatly  matU-r  to  those  who  learned  under  the  guise  of  important  matter, 
from  them  whether  in  all  points  The  greater  the  demand  for  narra- 
they  wore  exact  or  not  A  licence  tives  of  travel,  the  greater  is  the 
was  accorded  to  travellers.  But  it  temptation  to  manufacture  plausible 
is  otherwise  now.  So  rapid  is  the  volumes  for  quick  sale — to  steaj  a 
march  of  discovery  and  colonisation,  march,  as  it  were,  on  those  who 
that  the  untrodden  waste  of  to-day  thirst  after  knowledge.  And  thus 
may  blossom  us  the  home  of  thriv-  the  office  of  the  critic  has  become 
ing  Europeans  before  half  a  century  one  of  increased  responsibility  in 
has  passed.  Not  a  track  is  hit  now  regard  to  travellers'  books  ;  for  he 
by  the  pioneers  of  scienoe  whereon  roust  stand  between  the  much-occu. 
some  now  living,  and  near  and  dear  pied  readers  and  the  authors  who 
to  us,  may  not  one  day  be  so jour'  ompote  for  their  favour,  give  cur- 
ners  or  dwellers,  Hencs  modern  reney  to  the  meritorious  traveller 
travels  must  recommend  themselves  and  writer,  and  set  a  mark  on  spuri- 
to  us  much  more  than  did  older  ous  wares,  so  that  no  man  may 
travels  to  our  fathers.  We  have  the  waste  his  time  or  hia  money 
same  delight  as  they  had   in  be.com-    thereon. 

ing  acquainted  with  things  strange  The  forgoing  redactions  occurred 
and   new  ;  and  wo   have   the   inter-    to  as  as  we  carefully  examined  the 
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recent  work  of  a  gallant  author,*  contrary,  there  is  evidence  of  great 
celebrated  as  an  explorer  of  unknown  painstaking,  the  direction  and  effects 
parts  of  the  vast  African  continent,  of  which  we  do  not  set  forth  in  Ian- 
Captain  Richard  F.  Burton,  already  guage  of  our  own,  being  aware  that 
known  to  fame  by  his  work,  'The  the  learned  Martinus  Scriblerua, 
Lake  Regions  of  Central  Africa,'  and  in  his  rules  for  the  attainment  of 
by  one  or  two  smaller  volumes,  the  bathos,  has  already  perfectly 
comes  once  more  before  the  curtain,  described,  as  we  quote  below,  the 
presenting  us  this  time  with  a  do-  kind  of  endeavour  to  which  we 
scription  of  the  group  of  islands  would  draw  attention : — 
which  skirt  the  east  coast  of  Africa, 

near    the    equator,    and  which    are  "?4}»  abovc  aJ  •  P™*6™  a  laudable 

,                   .iH  „      V        a     \!> ■     i  prolixity,    presenting    the    whole     and 

known  as  the  Zanzibar  Archipelago.  every  gidc  ttt  oncc   ()f    tbe   inmif0   to 

The  formation  of  the  Suez  Canal  has  view.     For  choice  and  distinction  are 

reduced  the  voyage  from  England  to  not  only  a  curb  to  the  spirit,  and  limit 

these  islands  by  at  least  two-thirds  H,c  d^P1}™  faulty,  but  also  lessen 

~t  u*  i™~fk      rpi,A.A^.A  if  mn.r  k«.  tlie  »°ok,  which  is  fre(juently  the  worst 

of  its  length.     Therefore  it  may  be  C0MCI1UL.nce  of  all  to  the  author." 

expected  that  we  who  have  contrived 

to   be   so  busy  in  China  and  A  us-    And  a^ain: 

tralia   will   not   be   long  before   wo 

improve  our  acquaintance  with  the  "  W°  ™y  (lcfil,c  amplification  to  be 
oast  shore  of  Africa  and  the  isles  J^^iM  tVES&wLS 
which  dot  its  waters.  Clearly,  then,  draws  out  and  spreads  it  into  the  finest 
ho  should  bo  welcome  who  can  plea-  thread.  There  arc  amplifiers  who  can 
santly  introduce  to  us  those  regions,  extend  half  a-dozen  thin  thoughts  over 
And  Captain  Burton  is  welcome  so  ft,wholc  folio;  but  for  which,  the  talc 
-  i  u  •  •  e  x»  of  many  a  vast  romance,  and  the  sub- 
far  as  ho  has  given  us  information  Btnm.c  ^  „l!lllv  a  fttir  vowmei  mwht  ^ 

concerning    Zanzibar  ;    but    not    so  reduced  to  the  size  of  a  primer."  t 
welcome  as  he  might  have  been  if 

he  had  refrained  from  wrapping  up  So  marked,  indeed,  is  the  whole 
every  sentence  that  he  has  written  book  by  the  kind  of  excellence  to 
about  his  subject  in  ten  or  twenty  which  tho  learned  author  of  the  'Art 
sentonces  relating  to  all  things  what-  of  Sinking '  points,  that  a  suspicion 
soever  and  certain  others.  Tho  has  come  over  us  that  Captain  Bur- 
knowledge  which  he  has  to  impart  is  ton  may  bo  frequently  an  anony- 
no  doubt  good,  when  we  have  found  mous  author,  and  that  his  unacknow- 
it ;  Jmt  tho  labour  of  separating  tho  ledged  papers  may  appear  under 
kernel  from  the  husk  is  so  great,  circumstances  which  procure  for 
and  it  would  so  try  even  a  strong  them  u  the  largest  circulation  in  tho 
literary  digestion  to  swallow  husk  world."  It  may  bo  only  natural 
and  nut  together,  that  our  welcome  that  men  to  whom  science  is  as 
is  not  altogether  such  as  we  could  familiar  as  household  words  are 
wish  to  accord  to  a  gallant  author  to  the  general  should  deal  unre- 
coming  from  the  field  of  research,  servedly  in  the  hardest  of  words 
If,  however,  Captain  Burton  has  and  phrases ;  but  if  this  be  so,  how 
not  entirely  succeeded  as  a  narrator,  great  is  the  obligation  of  the  public 
it  is  by  no  means  because  ho  took  to  those  scientific  men  who  condo- 
no  pains   over  his  work.     On   tho  scend  to  restrain  their  nature,  and 
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to  write  in  simple  English,  of  whom  are  not  told  how,  were  mislaid  for 
Captain  Burton  is  not  one  1  Indeed,  years,  deep  hidden  In  certain  pigeon- 
it  is  inconsiderate  in  men  who  pos-  holes  in  Whitehall  Place.  .  How- 
sess  all  knowledge  not  to  show  a  ever,  if  spirits  make  olf  with  Cap- 
little  feeling  for  their  weaker  breth-  lain  Burton's  papers,  other  spirits 
rcn,  hut  to  Hash  upon  them  without  bring  them  to  light  again.  His 
stint  such  won' It-i-f nl  rays  as.  instead  *  Zanzibar  '  MS.,  it  will  be  observed, 
of  enlightening  them,  may  confuse  had  already  been  right  years  written 
their  understandings  altogether,  when  it  turned  up  in  1865;  and 
Further  on,  we  propose  to  adduce  some  people  might  havo  supposed 
proof  that  we  do  not  speak  at  ran-  that  it  was  already  a  little  out  of 
dom  of  the  style  of  these  volumes  ;  date  by  tliat  lime.  Its  owner,  how- 
and  examples  of  the  manner  in  ever,  seem*  to  have  thought  that  its 
which  that  which  is  relevant  has  flavour  might  be  increased  by  further 
been  overlaid  with  strange  agglome-  keeping,  and  accordingly  he  gives  it 
rations,  which,  although  it  may  have  six  or  seven  years  more  to  ripen, 
fatigued  tlie  author  (o  sweep  them  and  publishes  his  book  in  1«72. 
together,  we  could  well  havo  dis-  Thus  the  account  given  is  oE  the 
pensed  with.  But  we  will  now  pvo  Zanzibar  group  as  it  was  seventeen 
some  account  ot  Captain  Burton's  years  ago;  and  there  are,  we  believe, 
work.  inquiring  minds  of  the  present  day 
'Zanzibar,'  then,  is,  like  so  many  who  would  be  impatient  at  having 
of  the  treasures  of  literature,  a  re-  a  narrative  of  that  antiquity  put  be- 
covered  work— one  that  has  been  fore  them.  We  hear  from  one  who 
long  secreted  through  untoward  ac-  has  a  much  later  acquaintance  with 
cidents,  and  which  the  world  was  Zanzibar  than  our  author,  that  the 
in  danger  „(  losing  altogether;  but  place  has  changed  in  a  remarkable 
it  came  to  the  surface  again  as  some  degree  during  the  last  fifLeon  years, 
things  naturally  do.  The  report,  In  18M  Captain  Burton,  accom- 
journaL  or  other  MS.  which  has  panied  by  Ihe  late  Cnplain  (then 
now  enabled  the  writer  to  compile  Lieutenant i  Spoke,  arrived  in  the 
his  book,  mysteriously  disappeared  Zanzibarian  archipelago,  preparatory 
in  1857,  and  was  in  1865  discovered  to  starting  on  that  now  celebrated 
in  the  strong-box  of  the  Bombay  expedition  into  Hut  .Africa  in  which 
Branch  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society.  Captain  Spoke,  bail  the  good  fortune 
This  information  is  given  in  the  pre-  to  discover  the  Victoria  Nyatiza, 
face,  from  which  it  would  also  ap-  lake.  The  accounts  of  the  grand 
pear  that  to  have  his  MSS.  lie  for  a  expedition  were  long  ago  published, 
season  what  old  Mr.  Wellor  called  The  book  which  we  arc  reviewing 
"dormouse,"  is  with  Captain  Bur-  eonlains  a  record  of  events  and 
ton  rather  the  rule  than  the  excep-  shorter  travels  which  preceded  tho 
tion.  Ilia  'Letts"  containing  ex-  main  expedition.  The  travellers 
cursions  to  Sa'adaui  and  to  Kilwa,  landed  first  on  the  island  of  Tum- 
went  through  a  series  of  transitu-  batu,  near  to  Zanzibar,  where  they 
grations,  in  the  course  of  which  it'  remained  one  night.  They  then 
suffered  the  indignity  of  being  ex-  proceeded  to  Zanzibar  island,  where 
posed  on  a  London  bookseller's  they  landed  at  a  city  of  the  same 
stall,  and  had  the  distinction  of  name,  its  capital  On  this  island 
being  left  by  an  English  artillery  they  remained  for  about  a  month, 
officer  in  the  hall  of  one  of  ll.M.'s  from  the  beginning  of  December 
Ministers  of  State.  His  mcteorolo-  IS5I!  to  the  beginning  of  January 
gical  observations,  spirited  away  we  1857,    thu    period    included   in    the 
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first  volume.     In  January  was  made  and  whose  lips  wore  closed  by  death 
a  trial  trip  to  Mombasah,   on  the  before  these  volumes  were  published, 
continent  of  Africa,   or,  more  pro-  We  shall  have  something  further  to 
perly,  an  island  separated  by  a  ford  say  on  this  head  before  we  conclude, 
from    the    continent      This    Mom-  For  the  present  (as  it  costs  a  great 
basah  is  two  degrees  north  of  Zan-  deal  of  examination  to  extract  any- 
zibar.     En  route  to  it  the  travellers  thing    precise  from    the  book)  we 
touched  at  Pemba  island  ;  and  from  have  noted  above  an  itinerary  of  the 
it  they  made  an  excursion  inland  to  briefest  kind  as  a  measure  of   the 
the    "  Mombas    Mission-House,"   at  amount  of  actual   investigation   re- 
Kisulodi-ni,    up    the    Kabai    river,  corded    in    the    work.      Thus    five 
From   leaving    Zanzibar  to    leaving  months   is  the  extreme  period,   in- 
Mombasah  a  period  elapsed  of  about  eluding  stoppages.     A  work  of  ono- 
three  weeks.     Turning  south  after  sixth    the    size  would    have    been 
this,   the   voyagers  passed  by  (Jasi,  ample    for    record   of    all   that   the 
Wasin,  and  Tanga  to  the  Panga-ni  author  observed,  and  his  informa- 
river,   whose   mouth   is   in   S.    lati-  tion,  given  in  that  space,  would  pro- 
tude  5'  30',  or   thereabouts.     Then  bably   have  been   more   useful  and 
from  Panga-ni  town  a  march  inland  more  agreeable.     The  endless  quota- 
was  made  as  far  as  Fuga,  a  place  in  tions,  digressions,  and  speculations, 
the  hill-country  about  thirty  miles  and,  above  all,  the  bewildering  learn  - 
from  the  coast;  thence  there  was  a  ing,  which  swell  the  volumes,  seem 
inarch  back  again  to  Panga-ni,  and  to  account  for  a  large  fraction  of  the 
a  return  voyage  to  Zanzibar,  which  seven  years   which   lapsed  between 
fills   up    the    time    to    (5th    March,  the  recovery  of  the  lost  MS.  and  the 
After    a    halt    of    two    months    to  publication  of  the  book, 
recover    from    remittent    fever,  the  A     great    deal   of    the    verbiage 
effects    of    which    had     not    di<ap-  about  the  Zanzibar  region  may  be 
peared    till    11th    May,    the    party  reduced  to  this;  that  it  is  exceed- 
crossed   to   Sa'adani,    on   the  main-  ingly    like    the    numerous    faintly 
land,  just  opposite  the  north-western  civilised   intertropical   seaboards    of 
horn    of    Zanzibar    island,   to  view  which  accounts  are  in  being.     Pcr- 
"  the    copal    field,"   as   it  is  called  petual   verdure  of   trees   and  rank 
in  the  book.     Copal,  it  appears   is  vegetation,  swamps,  fevers,  tropical 
the  staple  of  this  district.     It  is  not  shrubs  and  fruits,  hot  seasons,  rainy 
extracted  directly  from  the  trees,  but  seasons,   half- savage  life,  indolence, 
is  dug  out  of  the  ground,  into  which  roguery,  troublesome  insect**, — these 
it  has  for  ages  been  running  out  of  and  many  other  familiar  things  are 
the   trees.     The   time   occupied    by  described  with  a  tedium   of  which 
this  visit  is   not   stated,  but   it  can  nothing  short  of  an  attempt  to  read 
have   been   at   the  most  but  a  few  the  book  will    give  an   idea.      An 
days.     In  June  commenced   in  real-  ant  or  a  mosquito  is  a  pretty  wcll- 
ity   the   East  African  expedition   of  known  thing ;  one  scarcely  desires, 
1857-50,  with  which  the  public  has  when  it  is  mentioned,  to  be  told  of 
been  already  made  acquainted,  and  all  the  parts  of  the  earth  in  which 
which   therefore  is   not   properly  a  it  is  found ;  its  name  in  all  the  lan- 
subject  of  the  volumes  under  review,  guages  under  the  sun,  with  philolo- 
although  it  is  made  use  of  to  intro-  gical  discussions ;  its  natural  history ; 
dure  in  them  strictures  on  the  con-  accounts  of  people  in  all  ages  whom 
duct  and  character  of  one  whom  the  it  has  crawled  over  or  stung  ;  names 
learned  and  unlearned  of  the  civil-  of  all  the  learned  authors  who  have 
ised  world  were  forward  to  honour,  mentioned  it,  with  short  criticisms 
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on,  and  extracts,   from,  their  works,  there    is   a    sprinkling    of    Hindus, 

And  yet,   though   we   are   not   sure  Parscos,    ami    other    Indian    raced. 

that  he  ha:;   been  vary  prolix   a  hunt  European  ami    American    merchants 

cither  of  thy  two  insect,-!  named,  we  arc   settled  there ;  and   three   coun- 

having   used    them    for    illustration  tries — namely,   France,  England,  and 

only,   this  observation   gives   a   fair  the   United   States— arc  represented 

idea  of  Captain  Ilurtun's   method  of  by  consuls.     We  have  also  heard  of 

treating  common  things.  Mr.  do  Witt,  a  German  consul,  and 

But  let  us  see  now  whether  out  cannot  divine  why  ho  is  not  men- 

of  all   the  multiplicity   of  words  wo  tioned  in  Zanzibar.     The  government 

may   not   find  some  little  that  may  appears  to  be  much  of  that   liberal 

gratify  a  reader  mid  afford  an  excuse  form   of  which  we  read  in  tho  Ara- 

for  the  publication.     Zanzibar  island  bian    Nights'    Entertainments,     and 

and  tho  short   excursion  into  Africa  which   allows   of    a    subject    being 

as   far  as  Fuga  are  the  two   heads  bastinadoed  or  put   to  death   on   the 

under  which  we  are  most   likely  to  judgment  or  at  the  caprice  of  the  m- 

find   matter    worth   noting,    and  we  ler.     The  despotism  of  the  Sultan  is, 

turn     to    these    heads    accordingly,  however,  kept  in  check  bj-  the  chiefs 

First,     of     Zanzibar.       The    Imaum  of  clans,  who  have  the  character  of 

of  Muscat   was   Sultan  of  'Zanzibar,  being    very    unruly;    hut    we    pre- 

where  he  sometimes  resided.     Since  sume    that    any    restriction    which 

the  time  of  Captain   Burton's   visit,  they   may   succeed   in   imposing  on 

the  Sultan  or  the  Governor  of  Zan-  the  monarch  is  simply  for  their  own 

zibar  would  appear  to  he  a  tributary  advantage,  and  by  no  means  for  the 

of    the    Imaum,    and    his    relative,  benefit  of  the  many.     Tho   revenue 

The  island   has   Keen  subject  to   the  was   derived    chiefly    from    customs 

Arab  or  the  Persian  since  the  dawn  duties.     The    expenses    of    govern* 

of  history,  except   for  two  centuries  ment    are    provided   and   liquidated 

(sixteenth   and   seventeenth)  during  after  a  very  simple  fashion.     There 

which   it  was   ruled  by   the   Portu-  is     neither     estimate     nor     budget, 

guese.     The  original — or  at  any  rate  When  the  Sultan  wants  money,    he 

the      earliest       known— inhabitants  writes  an   order  on  tho  collector  of 

were  mulaKms,  tlie  descondwta,  pro-  his  revenue.     Once  in  three  or  four 

bably,   of  African    negroes    and    of  years  the  collector  and  his  sovereign 

light-skinned  Arabs  who  had  spread  have  a  settling  day,  and  square  their 

over  the  art  hipclago  in  Pagan  times,  accounts.     The  standing  army  of  tho 

These     mulatloes — Wasawahili.     as  African    possessions   of   the   Imaum 

they   are    called — have    since    been  numbered   about  41)0   of  all   arms ; 

conquered    by   modern   Arabs,  both  and   with   these   wars    were    made, 

conquerors  and  cm  que  red  being  alike  conquests  secured,  and  insurrections 

Mohammedans.     Many  of  the  Wasa-  put  down.     The  navy   consisted  of 

wahili    are   slaves.     Of    slaves    and  eight  or  ten  vessels  of  all  degrees  of 

free,  and  of  both  sexes,  there  would  inefficiency.     One    ship    carriod    as 

seem  to  bo  some  2.*jtU0()   of  them  on  many    as    fifty    guns.      Like    some 

the  island,      liesides  these,  there  is  other   sovereigns,  the  Imaum  some- 

a   large   traffic   in,  and  a  large  em-  times    loses    his    ships    from    their 

ployment    of,    negro    slaves.     Alto-  being  sent  to    sea  in  an  unsound 

gether,     Captain    Burton     estimates  condition.     And  there  is  this  pecu- 

the   slave   population    at   two-thirds  liarity  about  bis  navy,  tliat  the  ships 

of  the  inhabitants.     Then  there  are,  are  sometimes  disrated,  turned  into 

of  course,  the  dominant  Arabs  ;  and  trading  vessels   for  a  time,  and  then 
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restored  to  their  dignity  as  ships  of  the    modern    style,     half-a-dozen    stiff 

war.     As  to  the  trade  of  Zanzibar,  Qtir*   of    East  Indian    black  wood    or 

our  author  quotes  from  a  Report  of  ™™ Z^K?  iMSSE^ 
a  belect  Committee  appointed  to  the  few  who  can  or  will  afford  such 
inquire  into  the  whole  question  of  trifles,  ornaments  of  porcelain  or  glans- 
thc  slave-trade  on  the  east  coast  of  ware»  a»d  French  or  Yankee  nick- 
Africa,  the  statement  that  "Zanzi-  jj^ks,  J^^°  nlch«^  ^0?°™!°'  ^ 
bar  is  the  chief  market  of  the  world  dressed*1 but" these  w  m^yC  not™** 
for  ivory  and  copal ;  that  the  trade  plore." 
in  hides,  oils,  seeds,  and  dyes  is  on 

the  increase,   whilst  cotton,    sugar,  About    half-way    along  the  cros- 

and  indigo,  to  which  may  be  added  cent  stands  the  fort, — a   miserable 

cocoa,  loom  in  the  distance."     We  pile    of    towers    connected  by  low 

should  like  to  know  whether    the  curtains  with  a  glacis  or  esplanade 

course  of  the  seventeen  years  which  in  front,  and  an  advanced  battery, 

have  elapsed  since  the  journal    of  On  the  esplanade  is  the  naval  and 

our  traveller  was  written,  has  wit-  military  arsenal,  where  are  some  old 

nessed  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  guns,  among  which,  as  our  traveller 

of  these  loomings.  tells  us,  are  "  two  dozen  carronades 

One  seeks  in  vain  in  the  account  lying  piled  to  the  right  of  the  first 
for  the  accurate  number  of  inhabit-  entrance,  and  as  much  neglected  and 
ants  in  Zanzibar.  It  has  been  vari-  worm-eaten  as  though  they  belonged 
ously  stated  from  12,000  to  100,000  to  our  happy  colony,  Cape  Coast 
souls.  Captain  Burton  thought  it  Castle."  This  is  not  the  first  timo 
was  25,000,  and  a  census  made  in  that  we  have  heard  of  insects  having 
1849  gave  it  as  00,000.  The  island  a  taste  for  gun-metal.  There  was  a 
is  about  45  miles  long  from  N.  to  mess-table  story  current  in  Jamaica 
S.,  and  about  18  miles  broad  from  of  the  authorities  at  home  having 
K.  to  W.  Almost  on  the  centre  of  accepted  as  an  excuse  for  certain 
the  western  shore  stands  the  city,  guns  not  being  forthcoming  in  the 
occupying  a  peninsula,  and  crcs-  colony,  that  they  had  been  eaten  by 
cent-shaped.  The  portion  toward  cockroaches ;  the  joke  being  that 
the  beacli,  though  bad  enough,  is  the  red-tape  people,  not  knowing 
the  only  part  which  is  not  from  what  cockroaches  were  (it  is  an  old 
squalor  and  fetor  absolutely  abom-  tale),  and  unwilling  to  expose  their 
inable.  The  central  quarter  is  the  ignorance,  made  no  comment  on  the 
scat  of  government.  Here  the  report,  but  struck  the  missing  ord- 
streets  are  paved  with  tamped  lime,  nance  off  charge.  However,  we  find 
failed  chunam ;  and  here  are  to  be  in  1872  a  man  overflowing  with 
found  the  European  residents  and  learning  and  science  telling  us  of 
the  mercantile  classes  generally,  carronades  being  worm-eaten!  We 
The  houses  are  very  mean,  and  most  will  suggest  that  the  pieces  may 
of  them  are  flat-roofed  for  occasional  have  been  what  is  called  "honey- 
enjoyment  of  the  air.  The  mosques  combed,"  or  that  the  gallant  captain 
and  public  buildings  are  of  the  most  does  not  distinguish  a  carronade 
humble  description.  from  its  wooden  carriage.     We  shall 

show  farther  on  that  Captain  Bur- 

"A  brtoht-tintcd  carpet;  a  gorgeous  ton  can  be  very  sharp   upon   what 

but  tasteful  Persian  nig  for  die  dais;  he  concoivcs  to  be  the  blunders  of 

matting  on   the  lower  floor,    which    is  .,                        ,                     ,       , ,         . 

of  the  usual  chunam ;  a  divan  in  old-  othcrjS    or   perhaps   we   should   not 

fashioned  houses ;  and,  in  the  best  of  have  been  willing  to  draw  attention 
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to  Ihis  little  curiosity:  but  to  pro-  the  crescent  seems  to  lend  deeper 
ceed.  The  quarters  of  t li >_■  command-  and  deeper  into  a  weltering  region, 
ant,  the  barracks,  and  the  ja.il  are  where  the  population  packed  as 
within  the  walls  of  this  redoubtable  closely  as  bets  in  a  hive,  absolute 
fort,  which,  the  story  goes,  was  once  want  of  drainage,  heaps  of  offal,  and 
cleared  of  its  defenders,  anil  for  the  everything  which  can  make  a  city 
moment  literally  taken,  by  a  single  impure,  warn  the  visitor  to  keop 
sailor,  English  or  American.  Jack  his  distance.  The  water,  although 
Could  not  secure  his  conquest,  but  plentiful,  is  not  wholesome.  The 
was  by  stratagem  and  by  foree  of  sea-front  is  drained  after  a  fashion, 
numbers  nguio  dispossessed,  and  hut  more  by  the  natural  form  of  the 
captured.  ground  than  by  any  sanitary  effort 
Below  the  eastern  bastion  of  the  of  which  rider  or  people  may  have 
fort  is  the  salt-market,  the  most  fre-  been  guilty.  This  drainage,  though 
qucnted  plncc  in  the  city.  Here  it  relieves  the  streets,  makes  the 
provisions  of  all  kinds  are  sold,  in-  harbour  very  offensive.  The  sand 
eluding  sharks'  Mesh,  which  is  much  between  the  houses  and  the  water 
liked  by  the  Wasawahili  and  slaves,  is,  of  course,  therefore,  very  impure. 
The  crowd,  as  is  common  at  Eastern  "  Corpses  iioat  at  limes  upon  tho 
seaports,  are  in  all  kinds  and  col-  heavy  water  ;  the  shore  is  a  cess- 
ours  of  costumes,  anil  compose  a  pool,  and  the  younger  blacks  of  both 
picturesque  sight.  The  Arabs  of  sexes  disport  themselves  in  an  ab- 
this  region,  we  find  dressed  gorge-  sencc  of  rostume  which  would  startle 
ously  in  former  days,  and  even  now  even  Margate."  A  chain  of  islets 
they  retain  some  desire  to  bo  hand-  far  out  in  the  bay,  and  acting  as  a 
somely  clad.  Eastward  of  tho  mar-  breakwater,  encloses  the  anchorage, 
ket  is  the  custom  house  and  bourse,  One  of  these  islands  is  a  burial- 
where  the  display  of  merchandise  is  ground.  The  harbour  has  !l  to  18 
very  respectable;  and  beyond  this  fathoms  of  water,  and  13  foot  rise 
again  is  the  palace,  with  an  open  of  tide.  It  contains  generally  a 
space  all  round  it.  It  has  a  battery  goodly  show  of  shipping  (for  Zan/i- 
and  a  wharf  in  front ;  the  building  bar  is  really  a  port  of  importance), 
itself  resembles  a  white-washed  and  of  course  the  royal  navy  rides 
dingy  barrack.  Its  few  windows  therein.  The  monarch  seems  at  one 
are  jealously  raised  high  from  the  time  to  have  entertained  somewhat 
ground.  "Seaward  there  is  a  vcr-  ambitious  ideas  about  this  fleet :  ho 
nndah  in  which  levees  are  held ;  and  even  "  once  attempted  English  sail- 
behind  it  are  stables  and  sundry  ors,  who  behaved  well  us  long  as 
outhouses,  an  oratory,  and  a  grave-  they  did  what  they  pleased,  ospe- 
yard,  where  runaway  .slaves,  chained  daily  in  the  minor  matters  of  'baccy 
together  by  the  neck,  lie  in  tho  and  grog;  but  when  the  dark-faced 
shade."  Opposite,  in  the  centre  of  skipper  began  loud  speaking  and 
the  square,  is  the  staff  whence  flios  tall  threats,  they  incontinently 
the  monarch's  standard  ;  here  exe-  thrashed  him  upon  his  own  quarter* 
cutions  take  place,  and  the  btikvr  deck,  Bnd  were  perforce  '  dismissed 
or   crooked    stick,    is    administered,  the  service,' " 

IScyond   this  are  the   residences   of        The   slaves,   being  collected   from 

the  consular  lxidy  ;  and  now  we  ap-  many  dilhjrent  regions,  present  vati- 

pcar  to  have  done  with  everything  ous  specimens  of  barbarians,  sketches 

decent    in    the    city.      Every    step  of  whom  are  amusing.     Some  have 

eastward   or   towards  the  horns   of  their  teeth  tiled  to  resemble  the  cat 
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or  the  crocodile ;  some  are  tattooed  We,  at    any   rate,   will    spare    the 
(at  least  we  suppose  this   is  what  reader  the  learned  speculations  as 
is  meant  by  their  having  "  patterned  to  who  were  the  forefathers,  from 
skins  "),  and   have   their   lower  in-  earliest  ages,  of  the  mongrel  person- 
cisors  knocked  out.     Of  the  females,  age  who  figures  as  the  Arab  of  Zan- 
many   wear  white  painted   discs   of  zibar — also    the    chronicle     of    the 
wood  nearly  as  big  as   dollars   in  royal  race  of  that  monarchy,   and 
their  upper  lips.    The  holes  in  which  the   wonderful    philological    discus- 
these  are  inserted  are  first    made  sions  which  grow  out  of  the  savage 
with    a  fine    point,   and    gradually  tongues.    Although  we  have  had  the 
enlarged  by  the  insertion  of  larger  patience  to  go  through  the  whole  of 
and  larger  plugs,  until  an  opening  them,  we  have  found  so  little  that 
of    fashionable    size    is    obtained,  tends  to  clearness  of  ideas  or  to  edi- 
Other  females  have  similar  discs  of  fixation,  that  we  find  a  relief  in  pass- 
bamboo,  ivory,  or  tin,  which  cause  ing  to  the  second  volume  and  the 
the  upper  lips  to  project  some  two  march  into  the  interior, 
inches  beyond  the  nose-tips.      uIn  Provision  having  been  made  for 
others    the    cuticle    and    cutis    are  the  voyages  and  journeys,  and  the 
branded,  worked,  and  raised  in  an  important  store  of  presents  for  the 
intricate    embroidery  over    all    the  natives  having  been  laid   in,   there 
muscular  trunk"      The  slave    girl  remained  one  want,  namely,  that  of 
shaves  her    head    smooth.      There  a  guide ;   and  in  supplying  this,  for- 
were  two  mission  schools — one  Eng-  tunc  seems  to  have  been  more  than 
lish,  the  other  French, — in  the  city  ;  kind.      Said  ben   S&lim    el    Lamki 
but  we  are  not  led  to  hope  that  these  has  been  so  well  and  (contrary  to 
would  be  a  source  of  much  benefit  the  custom  of  the  book)  so  neatly 
to  the  poor  creatures  whose  descrip-  and  vividly  sketched,  that  we  place 
tions  we  have  abbreviated  from  the  the  description  before  our  readers, 
book. 

Cocoa-nuts  and   cloves  had  been,  "He  is  a  half-caste  Aral),  as  is  shown 

up  to  the  time  of  Captain  Burton's  by   the   wiry,    woolly   hair,    which   he 

visit,  the  chief  exports.     As  many  pnorally   however,  removes  with  care; 

10  ruu\  f\i\f\   ~«*~   u~a    1 «,»«    «~  by   Ins   dead   yellow   skiu ;    by   scanty 

as   12  000,000   nuts   had    been    ex-  lmollrttachoa>  ftlJd  by  a  hv^  *lllch  no 

ported  m  a  year,  and   one   French  pulling  will  lengthen.    Short,  thin,  and 

house  could  cure  50,000  of  them  in  delicate— a  kind  of  man  for  the  pocket 

a   day.       In    1856   five   millions    of  —with  weak  and  prominent  eye*,  the 

nounds   of    cloves    were    exnorted-  long  protruding  beak  of  a  younj;  bird, 

pounus   01    cioves    *  ere    cxporiea ,  1()OH0  n       un(1   nvuiar  u.elh  dyed  i>v 

but  our  author  does  not  think  the  l)(.tei   to   the   crimson    of    chess-men*; 

cultivation  to  be  of  the  best  kind,  he  owns  to  40  and  ho  shows  4f>.     Of 

The  clove,  it  seems,  kills  the  coffee,  noble  family  on  the  father's  hide— the 

which,  once  a  product  of  the  island,  UV,1U  L*mk  of  the  Ilinawl-he  was  born 

,     ,     \  *       Ai  l            1  a     i          •     1  when    his    progenitor   governed  Kilwa, 

had  at  length  ceased  to  be  raised.  hencc  hlg  fafc^  blo£1;   aml  hc  ha; 

The    pine-apple     grows    w;ld ;     the  himself   commanded  at  the  little   i>ort 

orange   and   water-melon   arc    com-  Sa'adanl.     Yet  has  not  dignity  invested 

mon.     There  is  a  long  detail  of  geo-  bjm  with  the  outer  show  of  authority. 

i«~;««i     n*A     ™^,^i™;,..,i     nu„n*  He     says    'Karnb!' —  draw     near — to 

logical     and     mctcrological     pheno-  aU     6lmplc    and         ^      IIt,    ^^ 

mena,  and  animal  and  vegetable  pro-  l)Cftt  jli8  naughty  bondsmen,  though  hc 

ducts  ;  but  these  are  so  exactly  what  perpetually  quotes  Ali  the  Khalifeh — 

one  reads  of  as  belonging  to  most  of 

the  coasts  of  the  torrid  zone,  that  the  c  Bay  not  the  slave  bat  with    staff  and 

reader  might  have  been  allowed  to  0r  f™,^  wm  glavo  and  thc  slave  ^j 

•escape  with  a  much  briefer  account.  lord/ 
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I  have  lii ai'ii  liim   ti.ldn  — ••,  with  ' rotund    appears    to   have   been   a    "trump" 
mouth,'  lii.,  snuill    in iy  r'nmj-a  demon    „  hose     character      every     generous 


ind   would    desire    to    shield  from 


timidity   mul  'in Tv.iu.-m— .       Hu never  unjust  aspersion. 

appears    shroud   witlmui    the   longest   of  I'anga-ni   (town    or    settlement)  is 

daggers,  :md  i,  hv mli'.l    Idude.  lit  W  surrounded    t,v   thick     jimglo    which 

Richard... f    KiiLdaii.l.       He.  v.111   »k*n  in  ;s    fll)|    ,,r    ,w|iwk      ,  „io  of    thoSO 

an    oven     i : . r I . <  !■     i Si. ■  pi    i.i>. ■"     tin'    door  ,                    ,.,,,  '  ,     ,         „      ,  .      ,, 

when    a    lot.pi.nl    lie    l«.--n    talked    of;  l,rut,-'?,  ;l    ,,ttk'    L,'£"<'1'  <  JIPt!l"1   BuI"- 

on  board   tliip  lis  emails    like  n  rolltky  tons   visit,  had    scaled    the-  walls  of 

patient  nt  every  Mop;'  and    a    shipped  the  house,  in  which  hi' was  residing, 

sea    brln^   from    his   lips   the    ii.volnu-  .,„,!   s,.izcd  a  ?!arc  „ir|.      Her  burly 

tarv  fifiu.  .1.    ol    tal   airoiiy.      .      .      .       ■ T  _   .i  „  *™ 

He     prav-     iviruTavly-tiTts   -.mconipro-  owner,  y.  ho    wa.    asleep  on  the  ter- 

mislngly;  lid  chews,  but  will  not  smoke,  race,  snatched  m[>  Ins  sword,  hurried 

tobacco";    he    never  casts    awav   a   dale-  into  the  house,  and   bolted  the  door, 

stone;  and   he  'sips   water,'   hut  'swills  j^f  lr,  ,|„.  ,.,;„,;  „f  |.i,  hapless  "pro- 

m.lk,'    u    the     n.osloin    mm;    directs.  t    „       h                  carrierl     ,   to    ^ 

.     .     .      the    re-iiili-r    Hill    u-il    "iv.it    in-  t       -,'           ,    .                     „       ,               , 

duced  me    t.)   hike  n    LmU.'    sppureritk  J"n?lo    and    incontinently  devoured, 

so  little   tit    fur    roogfand -readv  work.  If  there  ho  no  humanity  towards  a 

In  tins   tirsl    pine,   tie.'    p.e-i'.ic"*, >f  Haiti  nigger,     the      money    value      of     the 

ben iSaliir .el    I.au.ki   el    Hi,     -■■      *;,-    .,  ,],.,  (.    rtl,.,|„.  „„,■    ,v„n!,l    rhink  Jkiv,: 

ffialoXp^oo^fe  *m£F?**   more   spirited  be- 

we    went    not    uuligiiacts.        Moreover,  haviour. 

ho    was  well    known    npon  the   coast;  The    march    towards    Fuga,  from 

and     lie    Lad    n    knowlcl-c  - 1..;*     tilled  ].'„,„-,.„;     lv}iich    it    will    bo  romem- 

Lieutenant    Speke    undoi-took    as  an 

experiment,  ilncs  red   appear  to  have 

Ho  will  add  here  what  occurs  a  ljocn  m^rk^.l  hv  «nv  ..Hiking  adven- 

pagc  or  two  further  on  in  the  hook.  tllra_     The  tnlTciierR5  „f  course,  had 

One  of  the  subordinates:  of  the  ex-  to  end„re   many  privations,  and    to 

pedltion,   named  llamn),  being   sup-  nin  certain  risk's.      Water  wns  often 

posed  to  have  deserted  at  the  time  =cnrce>  anUi  ,vhere    found,  of   obioo 

of    embarkation.  Said  hen  .Siilim  so.  tionshlc  finality;  and  soma  of  their 

heed   himself    by  wishing    that   the  nif,llta    were    rendered    very   weari- 

Shaytan  might  appear  to  Hannd  on  some    l)y  tllu   attacks   of    insects—* 

his  dea  Ihhed  and  say,  "  0  friend  of  misfortune  which  may  befall  a  man 

my  soul,  welcome  home  I  ■„)„,   ia   n()t    rash    enough    to  tempt 

the    wilds    of   Africa.       Wo    meet, 

"But  when  the  truant  came  off  ho  however,  with  rather   a   remarkable 

»«■'  welcomed    i,v  tiie    half -mat*  A.-.iu  character    in    Sultan    Mamba,  "'the 

portin"'i''!',i,f  ,i:'','lr'«UI>'  "  .■uciii'w'ii'  L'rocodilc-'  n    t,ollt-   Joll-T-  beardless 

Th^'^^i^r'ii.V-'.'lin'ii'.'i'-liV.i'1,!,,  eiTcct  J'ouug    black,  with    the    laugh    of    a 

of  iny  Ilea  iu  the  ear  and  threat  of  the  boatswain.          This   genial    potentate 

1  uakiir.'  "  tried  after    his  ability  to  obtain  cer- 
tain advantages  in  the  shape  of  arm* 

Afterwards     Captain     Burton     lost  and   ammunition    out   of   our  party, 

faith    in    Said  ;  and   he   informs  us  but  he  only  got  two  caps,  a  pair  of 

that  Captains  Hpeke  and  Grant,  on  muslins,  and  a  cotton  shawl.      The 

whom     Said     afterwards     imposed,  paternal  character  of  his  government 

were   also    dissatisfied.      This,  how-  may  be  inferred  from  his  statement 

ever,  we  shall    take  occasion  to  dis-  that  "  bis  people  had  but  three  want* 

putc  further  on,  as  Said    ben  Salim  •— powder,    ball,    and    brandy ;    and 
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that  they  could  supply  in  return  council  would  meet  to  discuss  the 
three  things  —  men,  women,  and  question  of  their  reception,  also  that 
children."  The  country  thus  tra-  his  majesty's  mganga  or  magician 
versed  is  named  Usambara ;  and  the  would  have  to  decide  upon  the  pro- 
sovereign  thereof,  who  seems  to  pitious  hour.  The  magician,  we  are 
have  been  a  greater  monarch  than  informed,  is  a  combination  of  high- 
Mamba,  and  perhaps  his  liege-lord,  priest,  medicine-man,  and  cloud- 
was  named  Kimwere.  When  five  compeller.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
days'  march  from  the  sea,  and  within  tant  duties  of  this  functionary  is  to 
Kimwere's  territory,  they  proceeded  regulate  the  weather;  but  he  also 
through  a  pass  to  what  the  author  uses  incantations,  detects  and  hands 
calls  u  the  threshold  of  the  iEthiopic  over  to  the  secular  power  those  who 
Olympus."  There  is  hero  a  moun-  may  have  bewitched  the  sovereign 
tain-range  of  some  importance  as  and  others,  and  gives  the  council 
separating  the  coast  region  from  the  the  benefit  of  his  second  sight, 
wild  interior  of  Africa,  and  of  im-  Public  prayers  for  rain  in  civilised 
portance  also  as  indicating  the  form  lands,  Captain  Burton  looks  upon 
of  the  surface,  and  giving  some  dis-  as  the  last  remnant  of  the  barbarism 
tant  hint  of  how  the  great  waters  of  which  exalts  a  mganga. 
Central  Africa  may  collect  and  flow.  The  wisdom  of  the  sovereign  in 
This  range  the  party  crossed  by  a  council  and  of  the  mganga  decided 
pass  4000  feet  above  the  sea.  There  that  the  strangers  should  have  audi- 
was  no  table-land  at  the  top,  but  all  enco  at  six  o'clock  that  evening, 
were  exhilarated  by  the  fresh  moun-  and  the  ministers  came  again  in 
tain  air,  and  charmed  by  the  exten-  breathless  haste  to  say  so;  where- 
sivc  view.  Standing  here  they  were  upon  the  reception  took  place, 
thirty-seven  miles  direct  from  the  The  sultan  was  a  very  aged  man 
coast,  but  they  had  come  seventy  to  indeed — a  centogenarian,  his  sub- 
seventy-five  along  the  rivers'  banks,  jects  said — emaciated,  wrinkled,  and 
After  proceeding  a  little  farther  they  shaven.  His  dress  consisted  of  a 
saw  perched  upon  the  summit  of  a  Surat  cap  and  a  loin-cloth,  both 
grassy  cone  a  cluster  of  bee-hive-  much  the  worse  for  wear.  The 
shapod  huts,  which  was  the  city  royal  hut  resembled  that  of  a  simple 
(capital,  we  presume)  Fuga.  Mucn  cultivator,  and  was  filled  with  the 
ceremony,  however,  preceded  and  aroma  of  the  ruler  and  his  attendant 
attended  an  interview  with  the  en-  high  dignitaries.  It  had  been  dc- 
lightcned  monarch  in  whose  sway  cided  that  the  strangers  were  Euro- 
that  land  rejoiced ;  and  therefore  pean  medicine-men,  and  they  were 
Captain  Burton  and  party,  being  ordered  forthwith  to  compound  a 
fatigued  by  their  exertions,  and  feel-  draught  which  should  restore  the 
ing  cold  in  that  rarefied  air,  had  to  ancient  chief  that  evening  to  health 
obtain  shelter  by  turning  out  some  and  strength.  On  their  rcprcsent- 
sheep  and  goats.  And  being  thus  ing  tbat  they  had  not  brought 
able  to  despatch  an  envoy  from  a  with  them  the  necessary  drugs,  ho 
residence,  instead  of  appearing  as  said  they  might  seek  them  on  the 
mere  trampers,  they  lost  no  time  in  hills. 

opening    communication    with     the  This  old  potentate  is  a  governor 

august  sovereign  whose  guests  they  of    some    influence.       He    has  400 

considered  themselves.    Before  night  musketeers,  whom   he  calls  Waen- 

three  ministers  of  the  crown  came  grezi,  or  Englishmen,  and  300  wives, 

with  bare  heads  to  report  that  the  each   of  whom   live3  in   state.     He 
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has  nearly  as  many  sons   us  King  worth    abridging.       While     waiting 

Priam.     His  person  is  sacred:  "even  for  the   vessel  that  win  to  Ukc  the 

;i  runaway   slave   saves   his  life  bv  party    back    to    Zanzibar,    the    tra- 

touching  the  hem  of  his  garment  vellers"  spent  a  week  in  destroying 

His    government   is    strong,    though  hippopotamus— a     butchery     which 

be  docs  not  proceed  upon  the  great-  wo  have  no  pleasure  in  contemplat- 

est    happiness    principle,     but    sells  ing.     As  we  have  more  to  say,  and 

his  subjects  of  all  ranks,  ages,  and  are  likely  to  overstep  our  space,  we 

Sexes,  either  singly  or  by  families,  will    now    endeavour    to    make    the 

He     seems     to     have     been     quite  reader      acquainted      with     Captain 

friendly.  Burton's   style.     When,   at  the    be- 

Ilcre     Captain     Burton,     having  ginning   of  bis   second  volume,   be 

I  ■  ■-  - .  ■  ]  I   ■  t       the       r.:.!ii!ll_r|'"iil'l      nf       llli-  SCulls    III     till:    '  ■ '.''  igrapl  lilVll     S'  'cii-i  _\  ' -. 

journey,  and  perceiving,  perhaps,  term,  "  tentative  expedition,"  for 
that  it  is  rather  barren  of  incident,  what  he,  in  simpler  phrase,  calls 
takes  occasion  to  make  hi  3  protest  "'trial  trip,"  a  person  who  has  rend 
against  the  very  many  functions  nothing  of  what  precedes  or  what 
which  travellers  aro  expected  to  follows  may  imagine  (hat  the  author 
perform  nowadays  in  Ofdflf  to  satisfy  is  a  man  of  very  plain  speech, 
tho  public.  In  this  we  agree  with  This  would  be  a  mistake;  for  it 
him,  so  far  ns  regards  travellers  who  would  seem  to  bo  a  rule  of  the  gal- 
desire  to  gain  a  reputation  without  lant  Captain  never  to  employ  an 
achieving  anything  of  note.  The  unpretentious  or  easily-understood 
least  that  men  of  this  cast  can  do  word  or  pbraso  when  lie  can  find  a 
is  to  furnish  quantities  of  details  as  hard  one.  Fractious  children  with 
the  only  set-olf  against  common-  pale  faces  are  in  his  phraseology 
place  work.  But  when  there  has  "etiolated  nt/taffl  6  rrihttn:"  by  the 
!>ecn  real,  honest,  energetic  enter-  by,  it  would  be  as  well  if  our  author 
prise,    we  don't  remember  that  the  would  find  out  what  an  enfant  ttr- 

E attic  have  been  so  exiyeant.      We  rilile  means;    it  does  not  mean  an 

elicve  that  the  work  of  Spoke  and  unruly    child.       When    he    happens 

Grant  gave  entire   satisfaction,  not-  to  rise  at  daybreak,  he  is  "  on  deck 

withstanding  that  It  was  announced  with  Aurora."     It  is  fortunate  that 

without  all  those  prodigies  of  learn-  both    Aurora    and    Captain    Burton 

ing  and  science  which   glorify  Cap-  enjoy    characters   beyond   suspicion, 

tain  Burton's  adventures,  and  with-  and    that    Tithonus    is    not   a    very 

out  which,    as  ho   tells  us,   the  ad-  energetic    personage,    otherwise   this 

ventures    would    hardly    have    been  announcement  about  being  on  deck 

graciously  received.  with    a    Captain    of    Bashi  -  Bazuks 

The  journey   back   contains  little  might  provoke  inquiry.!      Water  is 


:o  us  that  our  u'-i'l:uit  author  W.n  here  i.vcrlonked  a  grout  opportunity. 
If  we  nik'lir.  lii'LVinii''  liitnilik  to  imitate  lij.-  iiuup]T'.>acliabli'.  si  vie  we  would  tug-ijt 
fniiii'lliUii,' like  wlini  follows';].-  an  apiireeklilf:  addition  1.1  Hie  lei t  of  '  Zuurlbar :  — 
Aururu,  probably  n1L.  ^nino  as  %ll6rt  dlnlluguitdied  by  tin-  Greeks  as  '/iciiu&i-triHoc 
(llom.  II.,  •paifi.  r  «-.}.),  or  nxy-fingered.  It  Is  reuinrkah!'-  that  I  lie  Somuli,  though 
L'f  eourse  repudiating  I  he  divim:  nature  of  1 1 ■  - '  dawn,  have  nevertheless  their  W«/ii  for 
rosy  (evidently  idcuiirrd  with  tin:  <;,i,,.\H,r  nf  the  rVripkisl  nut  l,-*-h.'r,  as  Mr.  Boolay 
■would  have  ns  believe,  which,  according  to  my  evperieni'e  i-  the  (.lungnesc  form.  I 
have.  morevi.T.  rem  uk.-.l  Hud  Ihe  term  ™.-;/  h;n  In-en  n]|  lieil  to  the  dawn  in  Brazil, 
In  Fernando  Fo,  uinl  indeed  in  some  parts  i>t  our  ov.ii  bland ;  about  Durham  ci-pcci- 
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written  of  as  "  the  sweet  element"  panaceas  for  the  evils  of  malaria 
Zanzibar  is  said  to  be  "  gorgeous  where  tropical  suns  shine.  Drain- 
in  its  vestment  when  others  would  age  of  swamps  and  lagoons  can  im- 
be  hybernating  in  semi  -  nudity."  prove  S'a  Leone,  and  can  take  away 
Boughs  are  "  fronds."  A  scene  is  the  stink  from  South  African  bar- 
44  prospected,"  not  viewed.  In  the  racks.  Zanzibar  city,  I  contend, 
description  of  Zanzibar  harbour  we  owes  much  of  its  fatality  to  want 
read  that  44  Here  the  Hormos  Episa-  of  drainage,  and  it  might  readily  be 
los  (statio  fluctuosa,  or  open  road-  drained  into  comparative  healthi- 
stcad  of  the  Periplus,  chap,  viii.)  has  ness." — Vol.  i.  p.  102.  This  is  not 
been  converted  into  a  basin  by  the  very  original.  And  here  is  another 
industry  of  the  lithophytc."  And  old  acquaintance:  "Where  public 
we  will  ask  the  intelligent  reader  servants  are  not  paid,  they  must,  of 
what  he  can  make  of  this  from  pa<;o  course,  pay  themselves ;  and  they 
1 2,  vol.  i. :  44  The  machua  or  4  little  often  prefer  the  latter  mode,  as  they 
boats '  of  the  Lusiads,  which  I)e  pay  themselves  far  better  than  they 
Barros  calls  4  Sambucos,'  are  still  would  otherwise  be  paid.  About  a 
the  same,  except  that  a  dispropor-  century  ago  we  did  the  same  thing 
tioned  sail  of  Merkani  (American  in  India,  where  men  amassed  for- 
domestics)  based  upon  a  pair  of  out-  tunes;  and  until  the  late  reforms,  such 
riggers,  now  supplies  the  primitive  was  notoriously  the  case  throughout 
propeller."  Or  this,  page  74  :  44  The  the  Russian  empire.  Perhaps  in 
stern  is  long  and  projecting,  as  if  the  present  day  the  best  place  to 
amphisbcenic.  The  swan  throat  of  study  the  system  of  all  peculation 
the  arched  prow  is  the  cheniscus  of  and  no  pay  is  Damascus.  — Vol  ii. 
the  classical  galley -stem."     44  Motley  p.  100. 

is  the  name  of  the  crowd,"  is  the  We  know  not  how  to  account  for 
expression  which  informs  us  that  the  remark  at  p.  183,  vol.  L,  where 
the  costumes  were  various.  And  it  is  stated  that  Equatorial  Africa  is 
here  is  a  gem  :  44  This  instititious  certain  death  to  English  women ; 
race"  (the  Wasawahili)  44  might  be  and  that  husbands  who  desire  to  be 
called  Hamito-Semitic  if  anywhere  widowers  have  only  to  send  their 
wo  could  discern  that  the  mythical  44  better  halves"  to  Zanzibar  or  Fer- 
Ham,  or  his  progency  ever  became  nando  Po,  which  is  a  simpler  method 
negroes."  The  branches  of  a  river  of  attaining  their  object  than  poison- 
are  said  to  44  anastomose."  It  would  ing  or  violence.  Our  information, 
bo  easy  to  multiply  instances ;  the  derived  from  an  officer  who  was 
whole  book  is  defaced  by  bad  taste  lately  H.B.M.  Consul  at  Zanzibar, 
of  this  kind.  There  is  also  a  great  and  who  must  have  had  far  more 
deal  of  useless  scribbling  about  mat-  experience  of  the  island  than  Cap- 
tors on  which  the  world  is  pretty  tain  Burton,  is  of  quite  a  contrary 
7\* ell  agreed,  as  for  example: —  complexion  as  regards  Zanzibar. 
44  Drainage    and    cleanliness    are  Many  English  ladies  have  lived  and 


ally,  where  the  epithet  has  been  in  use  since  the  days  of  the  Venerable  Bede  (Eccles. 
Hist.) ;  and  in  the  least  known  parts  of  Cornwall  (Lysons.  Borlase  et  al.),  as  I  myself 
ascertained  when  spending  from  six  to  nine  months  in  the  house  of  Sir  Urn^s'tone 
Pcndingle,  of  infamous  memory.  Years  after,  this  epithet  of  rosy  occurred  to  mo— 
hut,  ah  !  with  what  a  feeling  of  sadness ! — when  once  sitting  up  till  daybreak,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Andes,  with  my  friend  the  Tichborne  Claimant.  \\  e  consumed  together 
a  bottle  of  brandy,  of  which  I  got  only  one  glass — about  the  proportion  which  always 
falls  to  poor  me," whether  of  fauie,  of  puddiiig,  or  brandy !    ibint  de  zeU!  I  say  again- 
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are  still  living  there,'  ami  our  infor-  The   English    Consul    at    Zanzibar, 

mant   does   not   know   of   one   who  m-wly   appointed,    is   compared    un- 

died  there.  favourably  with   his   pTc!ecc:~sor,  as 

Again,   at  p.   197,   vol.  i.,  a  mon-  being  r  quirt  id  "to  be  not  indifferent 

bey  is  spoken  of  as  delicious  to  eat.  to  so  If -interest."     There  are  grave 

The    late    consul    can   recollect   no  imputations   against   this   officer   in 

such  thing  as  a  wild  monkey  on  the  connection   with   the  lost  MS.,   and 

island.     Food  is  so  cheap  and  plen-  a    "peculiar    animus"    ascribed    to 

tiful  there  for  those  who  would  dare  the    bona    branch    of     the    Indian 

to    eat    monkey  —  »'.«,,    the    poorer  Government     It   is   stated   (vol.   ii. 

classes— that    it   would    never   suit  p.     390|     that     on     hoard     II.M.S. 

them  to  go  to  the  expense  of  im-  Furious   "he    [Captain   Spoke]  was 

porting    monkeys    to   cat  ;    and   as  exposed    to    tho    worst    influences, 

for    Mussulmans,    tliey   would    not  and  ho  was   persuaded   to  act  in  a 

touch  them  as  food.  manner  which  his  own  moral  sense 

The  East  African  Expedition  must  have  afterwards  strongly  con- 
having  been  made  the  subject  of  demnod,  if  indeed  it  ever  pardoned 
another  and  previous  publication,  it"  Now  the  Furious  was,  at  the 
one  scarcely  sees  why  u  chapter  of  time  of  which  Captain  Burton  writes, 
the  present  work  sh^ifl  he  devoted  commanded  by  Captain  Sherard 
to  an  examination  of  "  How  the  Osboni,  and  she  carried  Lord 
Nile  question  stood  in  the  year  of  Elgin  and  Staff,  and  Mr.  Laurence 
grace  18015;"  nor  why  controversial  Oliphatit.  What,  then,  can  these 
writings  about  the  Nile  basin  should  worst,  influences  have  been  ?  Even 
be  mixed  up  with  this  account.  Said  ben  Sfilim,  of  whom  our  author 
which,  according  to  its  title,  has  to  once  thought  so  highly,  comes  in  for 
do  with  a  quite  distinct  and  clearly-  a  share  of  detraction,  and  is  said  to 
defined  subject.  This  admixture  of  have  got  employment  under  Captain 
two  different  subjects  is  the  more  Spekc  by  "telling  a  gross  false- 
to  be  regretted,  as  it  has  given  occa-  hood  ;"  to  have  played  "  his  usual 
sion  for  the  expression  of  sundry  slavish  tricks"  in  the  second  East 
disparaging  observations,  relating  African  Expedition ;  and  to  have 
often  to  persons  of  some  mark,  who  been  dropped,  "  utterly  useless,"  at 
appear  to  have  been  unfortunate  Kazeh  with  tho  Arabs.  Now  it  is 
enough  to  incur  the  authors  ill  remarkable  that,  in  Spike's  '  Journal 
opinion.  The  late  llr.  lluist,  the  of  the  Discovery  of  the  Source  of 
editor  of  the  '  Bombay  Times,'  had  the  Nile '  not  a  word  is  said  of  Said 
orders — so  Captain  1  dirt  on  says — to  having  told  a  falsehood.  He  was 
write  down  the  "  Somali  Expedi-  left  behind,  it  is  true,  with  all  his 
fion;"  and  the  chaplain  at  Aden,  suite — he  being  a  person  of  import- 
Brigadier  Coghlan,  and  Captain  ance,  and  travelling  with  his  fol- 
Playfair,  are  also  mentioned  as  hav-  lowers — but  that  was  because  be 
ing  contributed  to  thwart  our  au-  had  fallen  hopelessly  sick,  and 
thor's  views.  The  Goveinor-Gen-  could  not  keep  up  with  the  expedi- 
eral,  Lord  Dalhousiv,  i-.  spoken  of  lion.  Poor  Spekc's  testimouy  on 
as  "of  pernicious  memory."  Tho  this  head  cannot  now  be  further 
Christian  merchants  of  Zanzibar  are  obtained,  but  Lieutenant -Colonel 
believed  by  Captain  Burton  (vol.  i.  Grant  is  fortunately  still  "to  the 
p.  GG|  to  have  caused,  "more  or  fore."  Some  pains  were  lately  taken 
less  directly,"  the  murder  of  M.  to  ascertain  Gnat's  (.pinion  of  Said; 
Maistan,    an    Ensignc    do  Vaissoau.  and  tlrant  said,  as  wo  have  the  best 
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reason  to  believe,  that  he  considered  have  been  the  means  of  bringing 
him  to  have  been  ua  perfect  little  to  our  notice  a  statement  that 
gentleman.'*  Whence,  then,  can  General  Rigby  had  felt  it  his  duty 
Captain  Burton,  who  was  not  with  to  report  officially  to  Bombay  on 
the  second  East  African  Expedition,  some  questionable  remarks  and  pro- 
have  obtained  the  information  which  ceedings  of  Captain  Burton  ;  and 
so  defamed  Said  ben  Salim  ?  that  the  Secretary  to  Government, 
It  is  not  a  little  distressing  to  in  his  reply,  spoke  of  Captain 
read  the  names  and  the  number  of  Burton's  statement  in  no  very  flat- 
them  on  which  we  find  marks  of  tcring  terms,  while  he  entirely 
more  or  less  disparaging  character  exculpated  General  Rigby.  Captain 
to  have  been  made  in  these  volumes.  Burton  will  know  whether  this 
The  upshot  of  it  is,  that  almost  rumour  is  correct  or  not ;  wc,  of 
everybody  with  whom  Captain  course,  know  only  what  we  have 
Burton  has  been  officially  connected  been  told.  But  what  wo,  desire  to 
seems  sooner  or  later  to  have  in-  impress  upon  the  gallant  officer  is, 
spired  him  with  a  feeling  of  ill-  that  these  very  general  imputations 
will*  Now  wo  can  quite  understand  tend  but  little  to  inspire  readers 
how  a  man  passing  through  a  career  with  the  sentiments  of  the  writer 
as  arduous  as  Captain  Burton's  has  of  them,  while  they  are  apt  to 
been  may  have  had  many  an  alter-  create  a  suspicion  that  the  latter 
cation,  and  may  possibly  have  had  may  bo  an  impracticable  person. 
ground  somewhere  for  lasting  And  we  would,  therefore,  if  he 
enmity ;  but  wo  confess  wo  are  should  again  come  before  the  pub- 
quitc  unable  to  understand  why  lie  as  an  author,  wish  much  to  sec 
the  mere  accident  of  an  official  Captain  Burton's  next  work  quite 
having  been,  nearly  or  remotely,  free  from  what  we  cannot  but  con- 
connected  with  Captain  Burton,  sider  as  glaring  blemishes, 
should  have  so  surely  drawn  upon  But  we  have  still  a  far  from 
him  Captain  Burton's  censure.  All  pleasant  duty  to  perform  to  the 
these  persons,  from  the  Governor-  memory  of  a  distinguished  person, 
General  of  India  downwards,  can-  who,  though  Captain  Burton's  old 
not  possibly  have  been  in  a  con-  comrade,  and  though  removed  from 
spiracy  to  thwart  or  injure  Captain  the  strifes  and  jealousies  of  this 
Burton.  We  would  ask  the  gallant  world,  is  now  in  1872  spoken  of 
officer  to  reflect  that  his  readers  may  slightingly  in  *  Zanzibar,'  while  his 
possibly  draw  the  inference  that  a  abilities,  achievements,  and  motives, 
person  who  becomes  so  invariably  are  cruelly  depreciated.  What  the 
dissatisfied  with  others  may  by  Royal  Geographical  Society  thought 
others  be  thought  not  to  give  great  of  Captain  Speke  is  evident  from 
satisfaction  himself.  He  honestly  what  they  did.  They  awarded  him 
tells  of  several  "  wiggings  "  which  their  gold  medal,  and  they  made  him, 
he  from  time  to  time  received ;  and  and  not  Captain  Burton,  the  chief 
we  are  ourselves  aware  that  these  of*  the  second  East  African  Expcdi- 
numerous  reflections  of  his  have  tion.  The  British  public  has  also 
sot  some  people  inquiring.  For  its  own  opinion  of  the  services  of 
instance,  his  remarks  on  General  Captain  Speke,  and  will  not  easily 
Rigby,    the    Consul    at    Zanzibar,  be  induced  to  abate  in  the  least  its 


*  Even  his  Biishi-Baznk  service  left  a  sore  place,  and  drew  some  sarcasm*,  though 
we  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  quote  them. 
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admiration.  His  fame,  therefore,  a  native  war,  but  declined  to  do  so; 
may  bo  looked  upon  as  pretty  that  he  whs  asked  to  give  arms  and 
well  secured.  Nevertheless,  there  ammunition  for  prosecution  of  this 
1  nre  friends  of  Captain  Spekc  who  war,  and  declined  to  do  so ;-  -the- 
hold  his  memory  so  dear  that  they  consequence  of  which  refusals  was, 
may  not  bear  to  hear  a  breath  of  that  the  Arabs  determined  to  mur- 
ilisparagement  uttered  over  his  un-  der  both  Speke  and  Grant;  and  it 
timely  grave.  These  have  boon  was  only  through  Speke's  cool  >md 
roused  to  indignation  by  what  we  courageous  behaviour  in  this  matter 
cannot  help  calling  the  injudicious  that  the  expedition  was  able  to  pro- 
remarks  concerning  Captain  Speke  ceed.  The  consequence  of  taking 
En  Captain  Burton's  book,  and  they  a  part  in  this  miserable  war  would 
will  not  allow  a  word  that  has  been  have  been  that  the  expedition  then 
written  to  his  prejudice  to  remain  in  progress  would  have  been  sum- 
uncontradicted.  marily  terminated,  and  that  pother 
At  page  207  of  vol.  it  we  find  English  nmedttioo  uould  have  been 
the  following  passage : —  impossible  for  yean  to  fome.  Speke, 
therefore,  would  not  only  have  di- 
"Manwa  Bern  then  threatened  to  roclly  disobeyed  his  instructions  if 
atUck    Kszeh,    and   the   Arabs    begged  he  hud  made'the  least  move  towards 

Sffi£^r^rt;:™rt" ':;;»;  ■» ■«-;  t  •'•"'-': iM "'"  ""• "°; 

be    repeatedly   m-]*  now  ledges.      The  re-  ho  would  have  made    a    gross    and 

ply  wits  Hint    'he  had  a  duty  tt>  perforin  useless  blunder.      Speke  did  use  his 

as   well   ns  themaelvca,   and    Unit  in   a  best   influence    to   produce    an    hon- 

Oay    or    two    !i.'    w..n!,l    W    ,.,11.'     Smiie.  <„„,,>,],,     ,„,.„.,.       displaying     in     his 

rZS^J7^?£t&  «^f     a     tad     and    delicacy 

compunctions  nre     often    fatal    to    euc-  sucn  a3  1(,w  possess.       The  mvcter- 

ptwn.        Captain    Spekc.,   I    doubt    not,  ate  hatred   of   the  combatants   was. 

n»illj-   liilifi-rd    (lui    'the    IntiristE!    of  however,  too  great   to  give  a  peace- 

lud    Jr.- 1 nn ii I    f"[   :i   inornrnl    in    throw-  _,                ,    ,                ,t      T.   ■      ,  _, 

lug    over    a  lli„ul:niii,    ri-i.-n.l  wl,<>   wil,  It   cannot    be   exactly  divined  wllO 

lo  have  accompanied  liiin.   nor  did   h"  is   the   oilicer   alluded   to  as   having 

deem    himself     otherwise    but    jnMillcd  been    "thrown    over."       Colonel     E. 

in     sn.firalUiLT    from   n  euti.paTikm    ..uh-  Smyth    miiv  possibly    be    the  person 

fetalX"                 'CF   rL'CDTTiDg  CVCry  intended.      If  so,  the  answer  is,  that 
ho  was    prevented    by  illness    from 

These  accusation  s,— first,  of  declin-  nccompiiii\-iiig  the  condition.     Whu- 

ing  to  assist  friendly  Arabs  who  bad  (her    Smyth    be    intended    or    not, 

B  claim  upon  ids  gratitude, — second,  Grant  is  persuaded   that   Speke  was 

of    "  throwing   over "    one    brother  quite    incapable    of    treacherous    or 

officer   and    deserting    another, — are  nngencrous    conduct    to    any    one. 

very  grave.       Captain   Burton,  who  The   comrade    suffering    from    fever, 

makes  the  accusation,  was  not  with  whom   Speke   left  behind,  was  Grant 

Speke,    and    consequently    can    say  himself,  who   not  only  does  not  feel 

nothing   of   his   own    knowledge    on  aggrieved,    but    who     asserts     that 

these    points:       Colonel  Grant    W4»  Speke  would    have  acted    most   im- 

With    Spekc,  and  can    testify.       lit  properly  in   doing  otherwise  than  he 

has  been  referred  to,  and  says  that  did.     Grant  was  left  in  safe  hands  : 

Spoke  was  urged  to  take  a    side   in  ho  afterwards   rejoined  Spekc,"  and 


■  suppress  in  hi-.  Jounm!  even1 1  hill,'  linil  could  look  aenso- 
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the  two  together  terminated    their  an    inspection  of  the  margin.     The 

expedition    with     perfect     success,  route  along  the  western  shore  is,  it 

The  public  has   thus   our  author's  appears,   so  intersected  by  streams 

statement    on    the    one    side,    and  and  swamps  that  it  is  impossible  to 

Colonel   Grant's  on   the  other,   and  skirt  it  closely.      The  route  followed 

must  judge  between  the  two.  was  strictly  in  accordance  with  in- 

At  p.  309,  vol.  ii.,  it  is  imputed  formation  carefully  and  plentifully 
to  Speke  that  he  allowed  an  error  of  collected  from  the  natives,  and  in 
1000  feet  in  the  level  of  the  Lake  accordance  with  Speke's  own  obser- 
Tanganyika  to  remain  uncorrected,  vations,  who  seems  to  have  had  a 
Now  any  man  who  knew  Captain  remarkable  power  of  judging  of  the 
Speke  must  know  well  that,  as  he  character  of  a  country  from  know- 
went  a  second  time  to  Africa,  he  ledge  of  a  few  features.  All  travel- 
would  certainly  have  taken  steps  on  lers  reported  that  a  circuit  round 
the  sacond  occasion  to  clear  up  any  the  western  shore  to  Uganda  was 
and  every  doubt  as  to  the  results  of  imperative.  Both  Spcko  and  Grant 
the  first.  But  it  is  certain  that  he  saw  the  broad,  boundless  expanse  of 
had  no  suspicion,  neither  had  the  water  at  different  points,*  and  no 
Royal  Geographical  Society  any  'uncertain  expression  in  the  writings 
suspicion,  of  an  error,  or  they  would  of  either  leads  to  the  supposition 
undoubtedly  have  desired  him  to  that  they  were  not  accurate  in  their 
verify  his  former  altitude  (which  estimate  of  the  extent  of  the  Vic- 
they  did  not),  and  he,  whether  in-  toria  Nyanza  along  the  western 
structed  or  not,  would  not  have  rested  shore  which  they  traversed.  The 
until  all  doubt  had  been  removed,  eastern  shore  they  laid  down  in 
It  is  not  certain  now  that  there  was  their  map  entirely  from  information, 
an  error ;  but  the  question  raised  We  think,  then,  that  wo  may  dis- 
hy Captain  Burton  is  not  as  to  the  miss  this  objection  without  further 
correctness  of  the  altitude,  but  as  to  argument,  more  especially  as  it 
Speke*  s  sincerity.  comes  from    a    person    who    might 

Various  reflections  are  made  in  have  participated  in  the  great  dis- 
these  volumes  against  Speke  for  not  covery  of  the  Victoria  Nyanza  if  he 
having  inspected  the  shores  of  the  had  thought  proper.  Captain  Bur- 
Victoria  Xyanza  more  frequently  ton's  instructions  directed  him  to 
than  he  did.  Censure  of  this  kind  make  his  way  to  the  lake,  and  au- 
coming  from  a  person  who  never  thorised  him  to  return  home  by  de- 
saw  the  lake  at  all  seems  to  be  un-  scending  the  Nile.  He  did  not  go 
called  for.  It  was  surely  a  point  himself  to  the  Nyanza  but  remained 
for  consideration  of  the  traveller  at  Kazeh,  and  allowed  Speke  to  pene- 
both  in  the  first  and  second  cxpedi-  tratc  thither  by  himself.  One  faita, 
tion,  how  far  it  was  necessary,  and  therefore,  to  see  by  what  right,  or 
how  far  it  was  practicable,  to  make  with  what  propriety,  the   author  of 


tional,  and  to  confine  himself  to  dry  facts.  This  severity  of  style,  which  to  us  does 
not  appear  judicious,  seemed  to  Speke  so  essential,  that  It* caused  him,  when  he  wrote, 
to  put  much  restraint  upon  his  nature,  which  certainly  was  not  cold  nor  apathetic. 
When  xpcukin;/  of  (Jrant  rejoining  him  after  their  separation,  he  used  the  warmest 
language  and  expressed  the  greatest  delight. 

*  That  is  to  say,  from  all  points  whose  height  enabled  them  to  see.  over  the  papynu 
and  tall  vegetation  which  enclose  the  lake.     The  atmosphere  was,  for  the  most  port, 
clear,  and  the  travellers  cannot  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  of  there  being  an 
mmciiac  lake  there. 
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'Zanzibar'  now  in  1872  criticises  that  the  determination  to  refuse  was 
Speke's  method  of  conducting  his  come  to  after  Captain  Morton's  enn- 
exploration.  duct,  whilst  employed  on  an  expedi- 
tn  p.  31T,  818  of  vol.  ii.,  Speke  tion  in  the  Somali  country,  had 
is  sneered  at  for  having  made  his  been  taken  into  consideration, 
lake  "a  physical  impossibility,"  The  numerous  complaints,  more 
inasmuch  as  he  has  given  it  thro*  or  less  directly  made,  of  Speko  hnv- 
main  effluents  and  some  minor  ones,  ing  supplanted  Barton  and  deprived 
We  confess  that  we  do  not  pcrcoive  him  of  credit  justly  due  to  him,  are, 
the  impossibility:  the  fact  mny,  or  we  think,  sufficiently  answered  by 
may  not,  be  as  represented,  lii.it  at  a  reminder  that  tlie  Koyal  Gco- 
any  rate  we  are  safe  in  following  the  graphical  Society  considered  and  de- 
account  of  persons  who  have  seen  eided  on  the  claims  of  both.  And 
the  lake  and  its  effluents  rather  than  we  do  not  foliow  line  by  line  in- 
that  of  a  person  who  never  saw  it  at  sin  tuitions  as  to  Spoke's  weaknesses 
all.  Three  main  effluents  Speko  of  character,  because  testimony  on 
never  ascribed  to  the  Nyanza.  The  the  other  side  which  is  overwhelm- 
main  effluent  is  the  White.  Nile,  300  ine;  makes  him  out  to  have  been  a 
yards  broad:  the  other  streams,  if  daring,  bold  horseman,  anil  a  pedes- 
eflluents  at  all,  —  and  Spoke  does  trian  and  cragsman  whom  few  ex- 
not  positively  state  that  these  minor  celled.  lie  was  "first  spear"  in 
streams  orditches  arc  diluents,  only  Indian  hog-hunting;  and  on  Ilia 
that  ho  was  told  that  they  came  energy  and  ability  as  a  traveller  it  is 
from  the  lake, — are  very  unimport-  not  necessary  for  us  to  dwell, 
ant.  Colonel  Grant  says  that  they  Captain  Burton  has  a  theory  of 
were  crossed  by  wading,  or  at  the  his  own  about  the  Nyanza  Lake, 
most  by  swimming.  which  he  thinks  to  lie  a  lake  district, 
Spcke  is  said  by  Captain  Bur-  or  many  lakes.  Of  course  he  has  a 
ton  to  have  "lost  his  head"  dur-  right  to  his  opinion;  but  we  do  not 
ing  an  attack  made  upon  the  expo-  expect  that  many  will  follow  him  in 
dition  at  Berbcrah,  which  expe-  opposition  to  the  evidence  of  men 
dition  was  under  Captain  Burton's  who  have  seen.  Spoke's  observa- 
direction.  Spoke,  it  is  known,  lions  are  all  published — there  is  no 
was  on  this  occasion  speared  in  attempt  at  concealment — and,  as 
eight  or  ten  different  parts  of  the  every  one  knows,  the  observations 
body,  and  was  made  a  prisoner,  of  the  first  pioneers  of  science  are 
We  have  heard  an  account  of  the  liable  to  error.  Such  errors  must, 
affair,  which  allows  Spcke  to  have  however,  be  corrected  by  farther 
lost  his  head  only  in  the  sense  that  elimination,  not  by  ci  ilicisias  of  the 
he  lost  his  leader,  who  was  not  to  closet.  We  could  wish  that  our 
be  found  at  the  critical  time;  and  author's  unkind  remarks  had  been 
the  fact  that  the  Bombay  Govern-  omitted,  as  well  as  the  tone  of  supe- 
ment  refused  to  reimburse  the  ex-  riority  by  which  it  is  made  to  ap- 
peditiou  (as  we  learn  from  Captain  pear  as  if  Speko  was  simply  a 
Burton's  book  that  it  did),  seems  to  pupil  acting  under  direction  of  (he 
favour  this  latter  reading.  Apro-  superior  mind  of  Burton.  Again, 
■pot  of  this,  wo  have  good  reason  the  looseness  of  Speke's  geography 
to  believe  that  it  was  from  the  is  animadverted  on  ;  and  at  p. 
Governor-General  of  India  in  Conn-  396,  vol.  ii.,  there  is  the  follow- 
ed, not  from  the  Bombay  Govern-  ing  remark:  "Else  how  account 
ment,   that   the   refusal  came:    also  for  his  'partial  eclipse  of  the  moon 
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happens    on    the  5th    and   6th    of  Burton    has    the    ability    to    write 

January  1863'    (Journal,   p.   243)."  well,    and   that  what   he   most  re- 

Now,  on  referring  to  Speke's  Jour-  quires   is    firmness  in   resisting  the 

nal,    we,    to   our  surprise,    find  no  suggestions  of  a  questionable  taste, 

such  expression   as  is   here    placed  When     writing    naturally,     he    is 

between  inverted  commas.      Spoke  graphic    and    pleasing.      We    gave 

makes  but  one  entry  in  his  Jour-  above  his  clever  sketch  of  Said  ben 

nal  for  5th  and  Gth  January ;  and,  Salim,  and  we  will  conclude  with  a 

in  the  course  of  this  entry,  mentions  description  of    the   giant  calabash- 

thc  eclipse  without  saying  on  which  tree : — 
of  the  two  days  it  occurred.     This 

attempt  to  convict   Speko  of  ignor-  «  Thc   trcc   is  at  once  majeBtlc  and 

ance  on  such  grounds  is  very  sharp  grotesque ;  the  tall  conical  column   of 

practice  indeed.  spongy  and  porous  wood,  covered  with 

Worst  of  all  are  thc  observations  a  "of  li  m  I?10**  .^mf  AwulcJjf  *"PPU<» 

««i«*:»r«  +,*  c««i^'o  „„!•    „i,p   A.,n*u  half    Africa    with    bast,    will    have   a 

relative  to  Spcke  s  untimely   death.  lrlh  of  fortv  to  flfty  ^  far  ex(jeod. 

Ihe     impression     which    a    person  \nfr  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  whilst  the 

ignorant  of  Speke's  character  might  general  aspect  is  that  of  a  giant  aspar- 

receive  from  them  is,  that  Spcke  dared  W"*-     Like   the    arbutus    some   trees 

not  meet  Burton,   and  that,  cons'c-  TnLZ^Ju\  f°£*™  }*l£kn ?    wKS 

,.       i_«      j     ii                    A   i  in  flower,  all  at  the  Mime  season.     When 

qucntly,    his   death   may   not   have  thiekly   clothed  with   foliage,   growing 

been    wholly   accidental.      None   of  almost  stalkless  from  thc  wood;  topped 

Speke's  friends    will   for  a  moment  with  snowy  blossoms,  like   the  fairest 

admit   the   correctness  of    this  sus-  ft!ld  lightest  of   water-lilies    and   hung 

•  •              v-  u                   u     •*  a*     i  about  with  four  or  five  hundred  gourds 

picion,     which     we     unhesitatingly  _^yfkU  60mcwhat  larger  than  a  ^ocoa- 

rcject.      Spcke,  according  to  reliable  nut,   dressed  in  green  velvet  with  the 


,       ,  .      x      .   .      „  nnee  is  sinning  as  r  is  novel,    nothing, 

no  great    pleasure    in  Captain  Bur-  jn  flM.t,  after  the  negro,  can  be  more 

ton's  society,  and  ho  probably  had  typically  and  distinctly  African." 
but  too  good  reason  to  shun  it ;  but 

as  to  fearing  to  meet  him,  the  idea        Writing  like  this  is,  to  our  think- 

is  preposterous !  ing,  preferable  to  the  showiest  and 

Having   done  now  with  this  dis-  most  varnished    composition.      We 

agreeable  task  of  commenting  upon  shall   be  glad  to  find  that  Captain 

things  which,  to  our  mind,  disfigure  Burton  has  adopted  thc  same  opin- 

this  book,  let  us  say  before  we  con-  ion  if   ever  he   takes   pen    in  hand 

elude  that  in  our   opinion    Captain  again. 
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But  although  our  visit  to  Lea-  that  in  short  the QoTHftHnSftt  scheme 
therby  was  pa^-el  finis  ii^rfmMt,  meant  every  thinji  or  iioLhmi;,  accord - 
ftnd  it  was  a  real  happiness  to  wit-  fog  to  the  amount  of  squeezing  ap- 
neas Eva's  delight  ::t  being  with  her  plied;  or  another  Minister  would 
aunt  and  sister  again,  and  still  more  make  some  fatuous  remark  showing 
to  notice  the  gain  in  strength  due  to  that  he  had  not  mastered  the  first  cle- 
our  quiet  life,  I  was  consumed  my-  incuts  of  his  case,  and  did  not  in  the 
self  all  the  time  by  an  inward  rest-  least  understand  what  lie  was  talk- 
lessness  in  utter  contrast  to  the  ing  about ;  or  Mr.  Merrifield  would 
peaceful  surroundings  of  the  scene,  take  occasion  to  throw  out  some 
As  for  news,  Miss  [larton  took  in  the  disparaging  hint  signifying  that  he 
Stampton  weekly  papers  as  well  as  disliked  and  disbelieved  in  the 
the  Leathorby  Express,  a  very  large  whole  business,  and  that  the  Secre- 
shect  made  up  of  a  great  many  ex-  tary  of  State  for  War  should  not  set 
tracts  in  very  small  type  ;  not  a  very  the  country  on  fire  for  want  of  cold 
clever  paper  Miss  liarton  said  she  was  water  thrown  upon  it  by  his  chief : 
told,  but  which  she  thought  it  pro-  coming  across  such  extracts  as  these. 
per  to  subscribe  to  as  an  encourage-  and  turning  to  the  Unicorn,  which 
ment  to  local  enterprise,  although  no  did  not  fail  to  denounce  Mr.  Merri- 
ono  in  the  house  appeared  to  read  field  and  the  whole  Cabinet  every 
cither  of  them;  and  I  took  the  day  as  ignorant  impostors,  only  fit 
liberty  of  supplementing  the  supply  to  meddle  and  muddle;  reading 
with  the  London  dailies,  and  watch-  these  inspiriting  opinions,  and  the 
ed  eagerly  the  progress  of  the  sea-  savage  attacks  made  almost  every 
sion.  At  times  it  appeared  as  if  I  evening  in  the  PifcatHUy,  I  could 
should  be  altogether  t"o  late  in  my  discern  a  glimmer  of  hope  that  this 
errand — evidently  destined  to  bo  a  part  of  the  business  of  tho  country 
fool's  errand,  so  comprehensive  was  was  not  likely  after  all  to  be  settled 
the  Government  scheme,  so  sensibly  out  of  hand. 

would  the  Mini-iir.-  express  them-  But  in  the  mean  time  no  advance 
selves  about  the  great  question,  was  being  made  towards  building 
And  when  the  I>ial  throw  out  sug-  my  Spanish  caslle,  even  so  much 
gestive  feelers  to  the  effect  that  as  laying  in  the  needful  bricks  and 
enough  had  been  done  already  iu  mortar.  Here  was  nearly  n  fort- 
tho  way  of  reform  and  organisa-  night  gone,  and  absolutely  noth- 
tion,  while  the  bn'ihj  Erlertie  pro-  ing  done,  and  the  feeling  that  time 
nounced  the  snine  opinion  quite  was  thus  slipping  away  grew  daily 
decidedly,  my  expectations  fell  to  more  irritutrri-;  and  perplexing,  to  Say 
zero.  I  had  evidently  risked  my  nothing  nf  the  absurdity  of  coming 
wife's  life  for  nothing.  But  then  nil  this  way  in  such  a  hurry  merely 
perhaps  the  ne.it  day,  on  the  first  to  dawdle  at  the  end.  It  was  there- 
breath  of  opposition,  a  Minister  fore  with  a  sense  of  relief  that  I 
would  signify  that  this  point  or  that  heard  one  morning  from  Mr.  Roberts 
would  not  be  insisted  on,  and  that  that  my  presence  in  town  was  nced- 
thc  whole  plan  was  an  open  question  ed  for  a  decision  regarding  the  sale 
subject toanydegreeof  modmctfiflHj  of  some  South  American  stock,  and 
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other  matters  of  the  sort,  which  matter,  we  moved  into  Sackville 
af forded  an  excuse  for  bringing  our  Street  almost  immediately.  And  in- 
visit  to  an  end.  deed  this  caravanserai  was  not  a  suit- 
Sybil  was  allowed  to  return  with  able  place  for  us ;  the  care  of  these 
us  to  town,  her  aunt  having  got  young  girls  involved  perpetual  at- 
over  the  objection  felt  at  first  to  tendance  upon  them,  and  the  most 
intrusting  her  to  the  care  of  a  careful  escort  could  not  secure  them 
military  man.  The  fact  was  Miss  from  the  ill-manners  of  insolent 
Barton's  idea  of  the  profession  ap-  starers  in  the  lobbies,  while  Annette 
peared  to  have  been  mainly  derived  seemed  frightened  out  of  her  wits 
from  a  certain  Captain  Brawn,  a  by  the  noise  and  publicity  and  the 
hajf-pay  officer,  and  the  only  re-  free-and-easy  ways  of  the  servants' 
prescntative  of  it  residing  in  Lcath-  hall.  So  as  Mr.  Paterson  would  take 
erby,  a  burly-looking  ruffian,  who  no  denial,  1  gladly  accepted  his 
seldom  appeared  in  public  except  on  hospitality. 

Sundays,  when  he  scowled  down  on  Our  host  lived  in  Sackville  Street 
the  other  residents  during  morning  because  he  said  he  liked  the  quietude 
service  from  a  pew  in  the  gallery  ;  and  fresh  air  of  that  part  of  the 
who  was  reputed  to  beat  his  wife,  town  after  the  bustle  of  the  city* 
and  certainly  beat  his  two  sons,  At  any  rate  there  could  hardly  liave 
those  unfortunate  lads  frequently  been  a  more  convenient  locality  for 
turning  up  at  the  grammar  school  young  people  paying  a  first  visit  to 
with  black  eyes  and  other  bruises  town,  and  who  now  addressed  them- 
not  earned  in  conflict  with  their  selves  seriously  to  the  business 
playfellows.  The  eminent  respect-  of  sight-seeing ;  flower-shows,  con- 
ability  of  my  long  face,  which  not  certs,  morning  and  evening;  the 
even  the  dissipation  of  an  afternoon  Crystal  Palace  of  course ;  the  Royal 
cigar  could  abate,  had  effectually  Academy ;  the  exhibition  of  the  old 
overcome  the  natural  misgivings  of  masters,  which  both  Eva  and  Sybil 
the  gentle  lady  about  intrusting  pronounced  stupid.  Some  days,  in- 
hcr  precious  charge  to  our  care ;  and  stead  of  sight-seeing,  we  would  sally 
wo  left  accordingly  for  town  one  forth  for  a  ride  in  the  Row,  on  very 
fine  morning  with  Sybil,  our  party  presentable  hacks  hired  for  the 
being  further  supplemented  by  a  occasion,  and  I  don't  know  which  of 
little  maid,  niece  to  Hannah  and  us  enjoyed  it  more,  the  girls  or  their 
Maria,  who  had  served  an  apprentice-  escort,  for  in  truth  I  felt  on  all  these 
ship  in  waiting  and  needlework  in  occasions  that  after  all  there  was  no 
Squire  Bamfyldc's  family.  It  was  prettier  exhibition  in  London.  We 
a  mournful  day  in  the  little  house,  seldom  saw  our  host  before  din- 
for  the  numerous  partings  Miss  Bar-  ner-time,  at  least  the  young  ladies 
ton  had  gone  through  with  her  did  not,  for  they  were  never  down 
nieces  did  not  make  them  more  in  time  for  his  early  breakfast,  and 
easy  to  bear,  and  Mary  Drew,  who  of  course  they  did  not  accompany 
had  never  been  without  a  companion  me  in  my  occasional  visits  citywards, 
since  she  entered  it,  was  especially  where  the  business  of  scheduling 
disconsolate.  went  slowly  on,  Mr.  Paterson  ap- 
Our  party  being  now  too  large  too  pcaring  not  the  least  in  a  hurry  to 
admit  of  our  fulfilling  the  engage-  adjust  the  estate ;  and  in  the  even- 
ment  to  stay  with  Mr.  Paterson,  we  ing  we  were  seldom  alone,  for  a  con- 
returned  at  first  to  the  hotel ;  but  tinuous  stream  of  guests  joined  the 
that  gentleman  declaring  that  there  dinner-party— Scotch  clients,  English 
was  abundant  room  for  all,  and  clients,  sometimes  even  Irish  clients, 
making  a  very  strong  point  of  the  who  had  come  to  town    on    busi- 
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ness,  filling  day  after  day  the  little  boxed  up  in  1"  said  Eva,  nest  m6rn- 

dining-rooui  in   Sack  villa  Street^  till  ing  at  breakfast 

between  the  steamy  odours  of  viands  "And   then   only   think   to   have 

in  the  warm   summer  evening   and  to  listen   to  those  dismal    creatures 

the  crowd  of  white-waistowtol  om-  down     below,"    added     Sybil,    who 

cials  there  seoined  often  to  be  hardly  had  begun  to  find  a  voice  sometimes 

breath ing-rooiti.     Very  longwere  the  even  when  I  was  present, 

repasts,  butnot  a  bit  too  long  for  our  "Yes,"   said    Eva;    "only   fancy 

host,  who   sal.   at   the   head  of   the  choosing  to  go  there  night  after  night 

table,   smiling   pleasantly,   and   hap-  when   they  might   be   going  to  the 

pily  unconscious  that  it  was  possible  opera  or   to  donees.     How  anybody 

to    feel    bored    on    such    occasions,  whu  is  not  obliged  CM  lead  such  a 

His    pleasure    in     life     indeed     ap-    life " 

pearod  to  be  to  accumulate  clients  Here  the  speaker  stopped  and 
for  himself,  or  at  any  rate  work  for  blushed,  for  I  had  confided  to  her 
Hemes  and  Crouch  to  do,  and  to  pay  my  desire  to  become  a  member  of 
back  the  former  in  hospitality  when  that  august  assembly  ;  but  I  laughed 
they  came  to  town.  The  after-dinner  away  the  fears  she  expressed  after- 
times  were  somewhat  trying  too,  wards  when  we  were  alone  lest  she 
especially  if  any  ladies  were  among  should  have  wounded  ray  feelings ; 
the  party,  there  being  no  specific  she  must  have  found  out  by  this  timet 
hostess  to  act  as  stage  manager:  I  said,  that  her  old  husband  belonged 
happily  the  long  dinner  made  the  to  the  stupid  people  whose  tastes  lay 
rest  of  the  evening  short,  and  the  in  the  direction  of  dismal  pursuits. 
awkwardness  was  often  relieved  by  Then  there  was  a  Woolwich  hall 
the  young  lady  from  the  Royal  to  which  wo  all  went,  for  by  this 
Academy,  who  sung  with  a  voice  fit  time  various  regimental  friends  had 
to  bring  the  walls  down,  and  caused  begun  to  find  us  out.  Brooke  and 
quite  a  little  crowd  to  assemble  in  Winchester,  who  were  stationed 
the  street  below  the  open  window,  there,  insisted  on  our  going  down 
On  nights  whtin  there  were  no  visi-  to  dress  and  stay  over  the  night,  and 
tors  we  used  to  go  to  the  opera,  or  turned  out  of  their  quarters,  which 
sometimes,  as  Mr.  Paterson  was  al-  they  fitted  up  quite  sumptuously 
ways  phased  to  act  as  escort,  1  de-  for  the  reception  of  the  young  ladies 
serted  them  for  the  House  of  Com-  with  cheval  glasses  and  toilet-tables 
mons,  for  which  special  orders  were  which  the  foolish  young  fellows  hud 
always  obtainable  through  bis  kind-  evidently  hired  for  the  occasion 
ness,  and  sat  steadily  through  the  from  town  regardless  of  expense, 
debates,  interesting  or  otherwise,  The  girls  were  delighted  with  their 
watching  tho  forms  of  procedure,  apartments,  and  with  the  sergeant's 
and  trying  to  discover  why  the  wife  who  was  engaged  to  wait  upon 
bores  were  so  patiently  listened  to.  them,  and  our  hosts  appeared  equally 
Mr.  Paterson  got  orders  also  for  the  pleased  with  their  company.  Tho 
girls  bo  the  ladies'  gallery  one  even-  ball  was  pronounced  perfect,  and  as 
ing,  and  it  promised  to  be  an  inter-  Sybil  had  never  been  to  one  of  any 
cstini:  occasioii.  as  both  Mr.  1!  rah  am  kind  before,  she  was  properly  im- 
am! Mr.  Merrilield  were  expected  to  pressed  with  the  splendour  of  tho 
speak;  but  we  had  not  been  there  occasion;  while  even  Kva,  who  had 
long  when  I  perceived  from  the  gone  through  two  seasons  of  con- 
opposite  gallery  their  signal  for  re-  tinuous  .lancing,  had  never  seen  any- 
tt'eat,  and  rejoined  them  in  the  lobby,  thing  like  it.  "Tho  Siriuoori  balls 
"Such    a    dreadful    place    to   bs  were  very  nice,"  she  said;  "but  all  the 
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officers  used  to  wear  black  coats — so  fast-party  in  barracks,  to  which 
stupid  of  them.  Only  fancy,  Cap-  various  officers'  wives  were  invited, 
tain  Gray,  I  have  only  seen  Charlie  after  which  it  was  proposed  to  go 
twice  in  his  uniform ;  he  might  al-  over  the  Arsenal,  one  of  our  hosts 
most  just  as  well  not  be  in  the  army  holding  an  appointment  in  that  es- 
at  all.  Even  when  there  were  full-  tablishment  Eva  declared  she 
dress  balls  he  used  always  to  stay  would  like  to  see  the  Arsenal  of  all 
away.  He  hates  balls  and  things  things,  but  in  fact  she  could  hardly 
of  that  sort,  and  would  rather  be  stand  for  fatigue,  and  was  fain  ob- 
reading  some  stupid  book  any  day,  ligcd  to  accept  the  offer  of  a  drive 
— wouldn't  you,  Charlie  ?  He  looks  in  a  pony-carriage  with  one  of  the 
awfully  bored  now,  doesn't  he?"  ladies  to  see  the  Academy  and 
These  remarks,  which  may  possibly  Shooters  Hill,  while  Sybil  and  one 
have  been  suggested  by  my  lanky  or  two  unconquerable  spirits  joined 
face  in  a  fit  of  absence  assuming  the  party  of  sight-seers.  We  should 
an  unusually  lugubrious  expression,  all  have  been  glad  of  pony-carriages 
were  uttered  while  we  were  assembled  before  the  day  was  over,  for  our 
in  Captain  Gray's  quarters  prepare-  guide  was  one  of  those  excellent 
tory  to  a  descent  of  the  whole  party  to  fellows  who  suppose  you  must  be 
the  mess-room  ;  but  indeed  one  must  as  interested  in  their  business  as 
have  been  a  very  misanthrope  not  they  are  themselves,  and  would  not 
to  appreciate  the  scene  and  the  value  allow  us  to  pass  by  anything ;  the 
of  our  contribution  to  it  Of  course  result  was  that  Sybil  was  soon  re- 
the  girls  enjoyed  it,  especially  when  duccd  to  the  same  state  of  prostra- 
at  about  one  o'clock  it  became  pos-  tion  as  her  sister,  and  the  two  re- 
si  blc  to  dance,  and  it  was  sufficient  turned  to  town  in  the  evening  half- 
pleasure  to  witness  their  happiness,  dead  with  fatigue,  and  scarcely  Able 
and  the  admiration  they  excited :  to  exchange  compliments  with  our 
it  was  broad  daylight  before  we  re-  kind  young  hosts,  who  insisted  on 
turned  to  our  rooms.  coining  down  to  the  railway  station 
The  ball  was  followed  by  a  break-  to  see  us  off. 

CHAPTER   XIV. — I   MAKE   A    CONFESSION. 

Next  day  was  perforce  spent  by  could  snatch  from  business  engage- 

the  sisters  resting  in  Sackville  Street,  ments,  and  travelling  up  and  down 

from  sheer  inability  of  either  to  do  by  the  Liverpool  night  mail,  which 

anything  else,  and   as   London  was  seemed  to  be  his  principal  employ- 

now  getting  very  hot  and  stuffy,  we  merit,  to  the  encouragement  of  the 

were  all  glad  that  the  following  day  fine  arts  as  developed  in  the  English 

was  that  appointed  for  our  visit  to  school  of  water-colour  painters ;  and 

Mrs.  Herrics;  the  fresh  air  and  quiet  the  walls  of  all  the  rooms  in   the 

of  Bushcy  Heath  formed  a  grateful  comfortable      old-fashioned     brick 

change,  and  there  was  some  chance  house  were    covered   with   various 

of  Eva  getting  the  rest  there  which  specimens  of  their  skill,  remarkable 

it  seemed  impossible  to    insist    on  for  their  originality  and  diversity  of 

while  in  town.  treatment      Teddington    Lock,    by 

Mrs.  Henries,  in  the  absence  of  any  Jerky  Coster,  a  composition  consist- 
family  distractions,  occupied  herself  ing  of  willows,  weeds,  and  water, 
with  the  cares  of  lap-dogs,  ducks  of  with  a  foreground  of  three  ducks 
strange  plumage,  and  geraniums,  and  a  little  girl  in  a  pinafore  with 
>Ir.  Hemes  devoted  such  time  as  he  blue  spots.  "  Coster's  best  manner," 
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said  Berries,  as  he  took   me  round  these  works   of   art.     As   the   days 

the   rooms;    "I'll    back    Coster    to  went  on,  bringing  mo  no   nearer  to 

paint    a    duck     ami     green     weeds  the   accomplishment   of    the   object 

against     any     man      in     England."  my  heart  was  set  on,  1  felt  as  if  poa- 

Shepperton     Lock,     by     the     same  sessed  with  a  demon  of  restless  dia- 

lirtist,  a  composition   alio  made  up  satisfaction,    till    it   became    utterly 

of  willows,  Weeds,  and  water,   with  impossible   to   take   real   interest  in 

a  foreground    of  four   ducks  and  a  anything  that  was  going  on  around 

little   girl   in    a   pinafore  with    pink  mo.     Few    people   will    be    able    to 

spots.      The    Lago    Maggioro     from  enter  into  this  feeling,   because  few 

the  south,  by  Joe  Botham  ;  a  very  probably  have  experienced  it  in  the 

snowy  mountain,  it   very  blue   sky,  same  intensity ;   but  the   lover  who 

a  still  bluer  lake,  with   a   red  road  sees  the  precious  i nents  given  him 

in  the  right  f<  neuron  rid  set  off  by  a  in  the  society  of  his  mistress  passing 
green  vine  trailing  over  a  pillar,  and  away,  and  his  cause  from  pique  or 
a  brown  peasant  m>imm  with  a  white  obstinacy  or  blundering  making  no 
head-dress  picked  oul  in  body-colour,  progress  ;  or  a  mother  who,  when  she 
Lago  Maggtore  from  the  east,  by  the  would  devote  to  the  dear  child  about 
same  artist;  aniiib.r  blue  sky.  while  to  leave  her  the  last  hours  before 
mountain,  and  blue  lake,  with  a  red  parting,  finds  Ibeui  absorbed  in  the 
road  in  the  left  foreground,  also  set  paltry  distract  ions  of  everyday  life  ; 
off  by  a  green  vine  trailing  over  a  pib  or  the  professional  man  growing  grey 
larand  a  brown  peasant  woman  with  while  ho  oats  his  heart  away  withi 
a  white  head-dress  in  body-colour,  vexation  for  want  of  the  opportunity 
"  Wonderful  clean  colourist  Joe  which  never  comes ; — those  who 
Both  am  is,"  said  Hemes,  as  we  but-  have  undergone  experiences  of  thin 
veyed  those  works  of  art  together  ;  kind  may  appreciate  my  feelings, 
"and  they  say  ho  has  never  been  Withal  I  could  not  but  be  amused 
to  Italy,  whieii  makes  his  painting  at  the  incongruity  of  my  •utward 
all  the  more  extraordinary.  Then  appearance  and  inward  desires-;  ap- 
therc  was  a  ''View  of  Uarborough  parently  bent  only  on  amusement, 
from  the  sea,"  by  George  Sparrow,  and  that  under  the  moet  agreeable 
junior;  a  brig  going  over  the  bar,  auspices — escort  to  two  of  the  pret- 
with  ft  background  of  very  yellow  tiest  girls  in  London,  fresh  and  un- 
sand,  and  a  cliff  with  very  distinct  sophisticated  enough  to  unjyy  these 
stratification  sbuiding  out  against  a  simple  pleasures  with  unalloyed  do- 
lake  and  indigo  sky.  "View  of  Ifilev  b!--bt,  yet  all  the  while  consumed  by 
from  the  sea,"  by  the  same  artist ;  the  this  restless  desire  to  be  up  and  at 
same  brig  going  over  the  same  bar,  work.  Still  more  absurd  was  the 
also  with  a  background  of  very  yellow  contrast  between  the  greatness  of 
sand  and  cliff;  remarkable  similarity  my  ambition  and  the  selfish  reckless- 
between  the  geology  of  Kiley  and  that  ness  with  which.  I  set  off  to  pursue 
of  Harborough.  "  He's  a  very  clean  it,  and  the  perfect  impotence  of  the 
colourist  too,  is  young  Sparrow,"  sequel.  Hero  was  a  man  who  aspired 
said  my  host ;  "  in  fact,  I  really  don't  to  a  great  mission,  whose  thoughts, 
know  which  is  the  cleaner  of  the  sleeping  and  waking,  were  absorbed 
two;"  and  certainly  the  appearance  in  his  intended  task,  and  yet  who. 
of  the  yellow  sands  quite  bore  out  bail  not  the  moral  courage  and  com- 
this  criticism.  mon- sense  sufficient  to  set  about 
But  my  mind  just  now  was  too  accomplishing  the  first  simple  step; 
much  engrossed  with  another  subject  no  one  in  fact  could  have  been  more 
to  admit  of  its  being  properly  bus-  impressed  than  I  was  myself  with 
ceptible  to  the  elevating  influence  of  the   absurdity  of   my  position;   the 
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ridiculous  contrast  between  the  mag-    when  you  made  a  payment  it  was  a 
nitude  of  my  aspirations  and    the    good  plan   to   take   a    receipt;  and 
impotence    of    my  behaviour.     The    further,  that  the  Court  of  Probate 
fact  is,  I  did  not  know  how  to  set    was  an  institution    established    by 
about  making  a  beginning.     To  do    law  whose  requirements  must  not  be 
this  involved  taking  some  one  into    evaded,  and  so  forth.     I  had  a  sort 
confidence,   and  I  shrank  from  the    of  feeling,  therefore,  that  if  I  made 
ridicule  such  a  confession  of    my    known  my  wish  to  Mr.  Patcrson  he 
aspirations  might  evoke.     Yet  with-    would  be  disposed  to  regard  it  as 
out  the    aid  of  some  friend  there    more  of  a  fancy  than  a  serious  pur- 
seemed  no  way  of  making  a   start    pose — a  suspicion,  moreover,  that  he 
1  had  heard  or  read,  indeed,  of  Par-    would  probably  carry  on  any  elec- 
liamcntary  agents,  personages  who    tioneering  business  in  the  same  lei- 
arranged  the  representation  of  the    surely  way  that  he  set  about  sched- 
country  by    some    mysterious  pro-    uling    the  estate,    which  would  be 
ceduro,  working  in  league  with  the    fatal  to  my  hopes  of  a  speedy  con- 
political  organisation  known  as  u  the    summation  ;  and  thus  I  had  somehow 
clubs  ;*'    men  who  registered,    tick-    always  stopped  short  when  on  the 
etcd  off  in  their  memory,  the  repre-    point  of  speaking  about  the  matter, 
sentative  feeling  of  every  constitu-    But  I  confess  that  when  returning 
ency  in  the  kingdom,  and  kept  lists    from  my  numerous  visits  to  his  office 
in  their  note-books  of  the  approved    in  (Jracechurch   Street  I  had  more 
candidates  to  be  distributed  among    than  once  taken  a  route  homewards 
;tML»m,  and  the  charges  to  be  incurred    by   Chancery   Lane    and    Lincoln's 
^>y  c»ach ;    men   without  whose  aid    Inn     Fields,     and    other    localities 
and  support  it  would  be  useless  to    affected     by      lawyers,     wondering 
come  forward  for  any  borough,  largo    which  of  the  names  painted  on  the 
or  small     Rut  although  I  had  heard    doors  belonged  to  the  powerful  being 
there  were  such  people,  and  to 'a  cer-    whose  agency  was  necessary  to  open 
tain  extent   believed  in   their  exist-    the  magic  portals, 
ence,  I  did  not  expect  to  find   the        However,    there    must    evidently 
names  of  any  of  these  gentlemen  in    be  a  limit  to  this  ridiculous  state  of 
the  London  Directory,  and  I  felt  too    bashfulness,    and    I   determined    to 
shy  to  make  inquiries  about  them,    unbosom  myself  to  Hcrrics.    Hcrries 
The  natural  course  would  have  been     I  fancied  woidd  be  more  sympatho- 
to    consult    my    kind-hearted    and    tic  in   such  a  matter,   at  any  rate 
shrewd  old  lawyer  ;  but  whether  it    would   enter  readily  into  my  ideas, 
was  that  his  clients  were  all  excep-    while  it  was  easy  to  see  that  he 
tionally  stupid  people,   or    that  he    would  be  more  prompt  to  act  if  ac- 
8  up  posed  a  military  man  by  reason    tion  were  needed.     His  restless  dark 
of  his  profession  must  necessarily    eyes  betokened  a  man  of  action,  and 
be  incompetent  to  understand  busi-    indeed  half    his  time  seemed   to  go 
ness   matters,   Mr.    Patcrson  had  a    in  rushing   about    the  country  on 
way  of  going  down  to  first  principles    mysterious    errands.     Hcrrics     evi- 
whencver    ho    touched    ui>on    such    dently  was  the  man   to  apply  to. 
things    by   no    means   flattering    to    And  an  opportunity  occurred  imme- 
onc\s  self-esteem — as,  for  example,  a    diatcly  on  our  going  down  to  Rushey. 
brief  disquisition  on  the  nature  of    Our  dinner-party  the  first  evening 
consols,  and  a  statement  of  the  fact    comprised  in   addition  to  ourselves 
that  a  thousand  pounds  invested  in    only   Mr.    Crouch    and    the  young 
the  three  per  cents  would  produce    lady    from    the    Royal     Academy. 
more  than  three  per  cent ;  also  that    Crouch   was    much    younger    than 
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either  of  his  partners,  a  man  good-  much  less  account  in  it  than  old  Mr. 
looking  enough,  but  with  a  mean  Roberts  the  1 1 -  :< <  1  clerk,  and  his  part- 
manner,  and  who  calh'd  Mr.  Patcison  ncrs  kept  him  at  a  great  distance, 
'Sir,'  and  never  addressed  Hcrries  udiiri'SMii;  him  familiarly  by  his  sur- 
without  the  prefix  of  'Mr.'  and  name,  while  he  never  spoke  to  them 
seemed  n  ,i  at  nil  at  his  ease  in  the  without  the  prefix  of  respect 
presence  of  indies.  In  fact  he  came  However,  on  the  presont  eventful 
up  much  more  closely  to  what,  in  occasion  Mr  Crouch  knew  his  place, 
my  ignorance  of  such  matters,  I  sup-  was  not  only  respectful  to  hiss  part- 

Sosed   to  be   the  conventional  stun-  ner,  but  appeared  fascinated  by  the 

ard    of    attorneys,    but    then    my  society  of  the  young  lady  from  the 

acquaint. with   (ho   legal    profes-  lluyat   Academy,   and  on   the   ladies 

sion   had   been   so  far  very  limited,  (diving     the     dining-room     through 

In  India,  happily,  we  had  not  much  the    open   window    into   the    lawn, 

need  for    lauycvs,  ami   list-  only  one.-,  thai    ^enllelnan    aiV'Hiipauie'l    them  ; 

I  knew  anything  of  personally  were  and   as   soon   as  Merries  and  1  had 

a    benevolent    Chief-Justice  of    the  resumed  our  Beats,  I  at  once  fell  to 

Supreme    Court   at   Calcutta,  whose  work. 

unbounded   hnspilalil y   included   all  "Mr.   Hemes,  can  you  put  me  in 

the  young  and  friendless,  as   I   had  the  way  of  setting  about  getting  into 

often  experienced  when  a  youngster  Parliament," 

doing   duty  at  Dumdum;  the  other  "Getting   into    Parliament?     Are 

was    a    half-caste    fellow     said     to  you    thinking    of     taking    up    that 

be  a  barrister,   but  who   never   ap-  lino?" 

peared     in    the    presidency    courts,  "  That's  what   I   came  homo  for, 

and   who    picked    up    a    precarious  Of   course   there  was    the    primary 

livelihood   as  a    pleader    in    the   up-  object  of  this  affair  of  the  property, 

country  courts  in  any  disreputable  but  that  was  what  made  wo  in  such 

cases    where    Europeans   wore   con*  a  hurry  about  it." 

cerned,     and    the    agency    of    such  "  Well,  I  slinnkl  say  you  couldn't 

a   creature,    who    spoke    Hindustani  do  better.      There's  plenty  of  room 

better  than  English,  was  useful.      It  for  military  men  in  Parliament.     It 

had  been  my  ill  fortune  to  meet  this  will  give  you  an  occupation  too,  for 

worthy    every   evening   for  about  a  I  suppose  you  have  had  enough  of 

month   at   the  hotel    table,  d'hite.  of  soldiering  by  this  time,  and  now  that 

a  station   whither   I   had  been   de-  you  are.  marriod  you  would  like  to 

tached   on   court-martial   duty,    and  be  settled." 

where  he  was  pleading  in  some  case  "  No,  I  can't  say  that  I  am  tired 
in  the  local  court ;  and  as  we  some-  of  the  army,  and  my  wife  likes  the 
times  had  the  table  to  ourselves,  we  notion  of  military  life  ;  but  you  know 
had  thus  got  to  be  on  speaking  there  is  no  need  to  leave  it  because 
terms.  But  it  was  rash  to  general-  one  goes  into  Parliament" 
ise  from  specimens  taken  at  the  "  True,  I  had  forgotten  that, 
zenith  and  nadir  of  the  profession.  Oh  no;  your  position  would  be  the 
Certainly  I  never  quite  understood  heller  both  ways.  A  plain  captain, 
how  Messrs.  Patersnn  and  Herries  saving  your  presence,  may  bo  a  no- 
came  to  associate  with  them  iu  their  body,  but  a  captain  and  M.P.  is  a 
firm  a  man  so  different  to  them-  very  different  sort  of  person.  Well, 
selves  as  this  young  Crouch ;  per-  I  have  no  doubt  it  can  be  managed, 
haps  it  was  to  do  the  dirty  work  of  You  must  be  preparod  to  spend 
the  firm,  if  there  was  any  to  bo  something  of  course." 
done;    at    any  rato  he  seemed  of  "Anything  in  reason,  or  out  of 
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reason  either,   if   that  is  the  only  mean  to  say  that  everybody  has  an 

difficulty.     But  now,  can  you  advise  equal  chance  for  every  place.     Want 

me  how  to  set  to  work  ?"  of  local  interest  eliminates  a  lot  of 

44  Well,    I    should    say   the    best  men.      Then,   again,  a  great  many 

plan  would  be  to  fix  on  some  place,  places  are  closed  to  those  who  are 

a   small    borough  would    be    best ;  not  on  a  particular  side  of  politics, 

large  places  are  apt  to  be  dreadfully  But  local  interest  is  the  thing.      It's 

expensive   unless  you  go    in    upon  a  curious  state  of  things  altogether 

some    extreme    platform,    and    you  is  this  matter  of  getting  into  Parlia- 

ought  to  be  at  least  a  duke  or  an  ment.      You   see    men    who  would 

earl's   son  to  carry  off  ultra-Radical  give  their  heads  and  ten  thousand 

principles  properly.      I  know  one  or  pounds  into  the  bargain  for  a  seat 

two  snug  little  towns  where  there  and  can't  get  one,  and  on  the  other 

are  no  strong  existing  interests.    You  hand  you  may  see  boroughs  literally 

should  fix  on  one  of  these,  go  down  going  a-begging." 

there,   buy  or  rent  a  place  in  the  "That  is  just  the  impression    I 

neighbourhood,  subscribe  to  all  the  had  obtained  merely  from  watching 

local  charities,  give  good  dinners  and  the  course  of  elections  in  the  papers, 

make  yourself   popular — you    may  And  one  of  these  bogging  boroughs 

leave  the    popularity   part  to  Mrs.  is  just  what  I  should  like  to  find. 

West — and    then    when    the     next  But  in  most  cases  the    chance    of 

general  election "  success,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out, 

41  Next  general  election  ?  why,  that  appears  to  depend  on  standing  for 

is  ever  so  far  off!    T  want  to  get  in  a  place  where  there  are  not  stronger 

at  once."  local  interests  already  established — 

44  Ah !  that's  quite  another  matter,  in  fact,  where  the  field  is  clear." 

That's  just  what  everybody  wants  "  You  are  quite  right,  I  believe, 

to  do  who  failed  last  time.     It's  a  Maryborough  now  is  a  case  in  point, 

very  difficult   matter  to  get  a  seat  That    is    the    little    place  down  in 

nowadays.      Why,  I  suppose  there  Northwcstershire  which  I  hail  from, 

are  a  couple   of  hundred    nfen    at  — at  least  I  was  brought  up  there  as  a 

least  looking  out  for  seats   at  the  boy,  and  my  friends  are  living  there 

present  moment."  still.      Well,  we  could  have  brought 

44  Is  that  really  so  ?     Certainly  I  you  in    or    anybody  else    that  we 

have    heard    the    same    thing    said  wanted  at  the  last  election.      The 

before.    Everybody  talks  about  there  big  man  of  the  place,  Lord  Awbury, 

being  these  two  hundred  expectants,  who  used  to  have  the  seat  in  his 

but  there  are  no  manifest  signs   of  gift  practically,  has  fallen  out  with 

their    existence.      I    daresay    there  the    townspeople    and  lost    all  his 

may  be  a  couple  of  hundred  men  influence,  and  the  seat  was  literally 

who  would  like  to  drop  into  seats  if  going  a-begging." 

they  came  in  their  way  without  any  44  Well,   but  why  did  not  one  of 

trouble,  but  if  there  are  this  number  the    two    hundred    expectants    go 

of  eager  applicants,  why  don't  they  down  to  such  a  land  of  Canaan  as 

appear?      There  was   that    election  this  with   the  ten  thousand  pounds 

for    the    Cockaleekio    Burghs    only  in  his  pocket?      This    is  just  one 

the  other  day,  since  I  came  home,  of  those  chances  which  one  would 

but  two  hundred  candidates  did  not  have  thought  everybody  would  have 

come  forward  ;  there  were  only  two.  been  on  the  watch  to  snap  up." 

44  Ah !   that  was    a    Scotch    seat,  44  No,  I  believe  a  stranger  would 

which  choked  off  a  lot  of  men  to  not  have  had  a  chance.      If  one  had 

begin  with.      But  of  course  I  don't  come  down  on  our  side,   Lord  Aw- 
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bury  would  have  started  :i  candidate  that  he  does  not  enjoy  the  dignity 
on  the  other,  and  people  would  of  the  thing  as  much  as  other  peo- 
have  been  divided,  for  a  local  big-  pie.  No,  I  doubt  if  old  Butler 
wig,  quarrelsome  or  not,  always  has  would  care  to  retire,  at  any  rate  till 
a  certain  amount  of  interest,  and  the  next  funeral  election,  and  of 
very  possibly  wb  should  have  lost  course  anything  in  the  shape  of 
the  election.  No,  we  needed  some  consideration  would  be  quite  out  of 
one  sufficiently  well  knoiyn  or  well  the  question  in  that  quarter." 
recommended  to  prevent  a  split.  "  fftJl,  but  selling  usii.lt-  Mr.  But- 
Ihey  wanted  my  brother,  who  is  ler  and  Maryborough,  still  I  suppose 
the  leading  solicitor  in  tie  place,  to  there  are  men  and  places  where  con- 
stand,  but  he  declined  In  become  an  siderations,  as  von  call  them,  might 
M.P.  on  any  terms,  and  so  at  last  not  be  without  force  ?" 
they  hit  upon  the  local  banker  ;  he  "  1  daresay  there  may  bo.  I 
made  a  great  fuss  about  it,  but  they  am  not  a  Parliamentary  agent,  you 
insisted  on  his  coining  forward,  and  understand,  and  don't  know  much 
brought  him  in  after  a  merely  no-  about  these  things ;  but  I  can  soon 
minal  contest.  But  he  was  not  at  all  make  inquiries  for  you  if  you  wish, 
ambitious  of  the  honour,  and  if  you  and  find  out  But  in  such  a  case 
had  been  on  the  spot  then,  I  daresay  your  chance  of  success,  I  suspect, 
we  could  have  managed  the  thing  would  he  a  very  risky  one.  AH 
for  you,  and  for  a  mere  trifle."  that  s  man  can  do  for  you  by  retir- 

"  Excuse  my  asking  the  question,  ing  is  to  secure  a  vacancy  and  an 

but  with   all    this    interest   at   your  open  held,  and  perhaps  to  give  you 

command,  why  did   you   not   stand  the   first   start.     You   may  find   all 

for  the  borough  yourself?"  your   trouble   and   expense   in   that 

"  Who  r  me  ?     Oh  no,  that  would  line  come  to  nothing  after  all." 
not   have   suited   me   at   all.     I  am         I   remained   silent.      There  could 

much  too  busy  for  that  sort  of  work  :  be  no  doubt  of  the  soundness  of  his 

besides,  it  would  not  be  in  my  lino  views  ;    and,   brought    into   contact 

at  all.     I  don't  think  you  will  find  with    common -sense,    my    schemes 

many   of    my   fraternity   in    Parlia-  for  immediate  action  seemed  to  melt 

ment;  we  leave  the  talking  work  to  away  at  once  into  a  moro  visionary 

be  done  by  the  talking  branch  of  the  form  than  over. 

profession,    the   barristers.      But   I         "  But   I    take  it,  Captain  West," 

daresay  there  will  he  a  capital  open-  continued    Merries,    after   a    pause, 

ing  for  you  there  next  lime,  for  our  "  that  a  year  or  two  would  not  make 

banker   will    hardly    care   to   stand  any  serious  difference  in  your  cw-e  ? 

again;  ho  is  quite  an  elderly  man."  If  you  want   to  go  into  Parliament 

"Well,  but  now,  is  there  not  such  merely  for  the  name  of   the  thing, 

a  thing  as  making  vacancies  '■     {'an-  there  would  surely  he  no  great  harm 

not  men  be  got  to  retire  sometimes  in  waiting  a  hit  *     But  if  you  mean 

in  favour  of  others  by  a  sort  of  pri-  to  lay  yourself  out  for  being  a  work- 

vate  arrangement  V     Your  friend  ths  ing  member,  why,  you  could  not  do 

banker,   for   instance;    if   his   mem-  better  than  begin  l>v  laking  up  some 

bcrship    involves    such    a    sacrifice  business  in  the  city ;  go  on  to  one 

on  his  part,  might   he  not   be  per-  or  two  directions,  and  so  forth.    This 

suaded  t"  will  stand  you  in  capital  stead  when 

"Well,  as  to  that,  people  are  apt  you  go  down  to  canvass  anyplace, 

to  say  a  good  deal  more  than  they  With  your  command  of   capital  we 

mean  about  such  Matters  ;  and  now  could  arrange  this  for  you  off  the  reel 

that  he  is  there,  I  am  not  at  all  sure  Solid  c 
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a  first  class  assurance  company  or  very  great  deal  more  still  to  be  done ; 
joint-stock  bank — not  those  shady  and  I  have  a  sort  of  idea,  foolish 
things  a  man  loses  caste  in  the  city  perhaps,  but  not  the  less  a  strongly- 
by  having  anything  to  do  with."  felt  one,  that  I  could  bring  some 
"  Thank  you  very  much  ;  but  useful  contributions  to  the  discus- 
waiting  in  this  way  is  just  what  sion.  You  see,  it  seems  to  me  that 
I  am  so  anxious  to  avoid.  The  the  people  who  are  most  eager  about 
fact  is,  Mr.  Herrics,"  I  added,  after  army  reform  are  just  those  who 
some  hesitation,  "  \  have  set  my  don't  know  anything  about  it ;  and 
heart  upon  accomplishing  this  mat-  those  who  have  the  knowledge  can't 
ter  before  this  army  reform  game  or  won't  make  use  of  it  Now  I 
is  played  out  I  can't  at  all  express  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that  I 
to  you  how  anxious  I  feel  about  have  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  mili- 
it^  absurd  as  you  may  think  it ;  tary  mystery,  so  far  as  there  really  is 
but  T  assure  you  the  calmness  of  anything  mysterious  about  the  thing, 
my  outward  appearance  is  no  in-  while  I  am  certainly  one  of  those 
dcx  of  the  anxiety  I  feel  at  having  who  believe  that  there  is  room  for 
lost  even  those  few  weeks  in  setting  further  improvement.  And  what  I 
about  this  job.  Is  there  really  no  am  so  anxious  for  is  to  get  an  op- 
way   of    carrying   out  .my   idea    at  portunity " 

once  ?"  My  little  oration  was  here  inter- 
Mr.  Herrics  got  up  thoughtfully,  rupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  coffee, 
and  stood  with  his  back  to  the  fire-  and  Mr.  Herrics  sat  down  and 
place,  giving  his  spectacles  a  little  thoughtfully  stirred  his  cup.  At 
push  further  on  to  his  nose  before  last  he  said — 

replying.  u  But  it  is  not  necessary  for  a 

44  Well,"   said   he   at   last,    "  but  man  to  get  into  Parliament  in  order 

after  all— -of  course  I  don't  pretend  to   have   his   say   about  the  army, 

to  know  much  about  army  matters,  or  anything  else.     Why  not  vonti- 

thcy  are  not  in  my  line — but,  from  late  your  ideas  in  print  f" 
all  I  can  hear,  if  you  got  into  Par-        "  Nobody  seems    to  read    books 

liament  four  or  five  years  hence  you  nowadays  ;     at   least   nobody  does 

would  be  in  capital   time  for  any-  who  is  living  about  town,  and  one 

thing  that  is  likely  to  be  done  be-  doesn't  want  to  convert  the  people 

forehand,   beyond    what    has    been  who  live  down  in  the  country." 
done  already,  and  that,  some  of  the        "  Well,  if  they  don't  read  books 

papers  seem  to  say,  is  all   that  is  they  certainly  don't  read  speeches. 

needed  to  be  done.     I  should  think  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  bring  out 

that  if  this  is  your  object  there  is  a  big  book  in  order  to  have  your 

no  need  for  particular  hurry."  say.      There  arc  plenty  of   editors 

u  That  may  be  very  true,  but  it  ready  to  get  hold  of  ideas  and  put 

would  be  a  very  poor  consolation  to  them  into  shape  for  you.      In  that 

me  all  the  while  if  my  hopes  had  way  you  may  get  as  much  publicity 

to  bo  deferred  so  long.     The  fact  is,  as  you  like." 

— I  daresay  you  will  be  amused  at        "  But  do  you  think  that  is  really 

my  confession,  but  I   may  as  well  a    good    way    of    attracting    atten- 

make  a  clean  breast  of  it  at  once,  tion  ?      It  seems  to  me  that  things 

and   then  perhaps  you  will  under-  said  in  a  newspaper  are  practically 

stand  my  eagerness  in  the  matter,  lost,  buried  in  the  mass  of  matter 

The   truth  is,   I   believe   that  what  poured  forth." 
has  been  done,  although  well  enough        u  People  certainly  read  the  papers 

so  far  as  it  goes,  nevertheless  leaves  a  if  they  read  nothing  else." 
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"  Yes,  but  it  goes  out  of  their  tation.  Of  course  I  don't  deny  that 
heads  as  fast  as  it  goes  in.  People  there  lire  such  cases,  lint  (hen  there 
seem  to  me  to  rend  for  the  news,  or  must  be  natural  gift-  for  the  thing. 
to  kill  time,  or  from  habit,  not  to  And  very  possibly  you  may  yourself 
learn.  Besides,  the  papers  are  so  have  had  the  needful  practice  he- 
one-sided,  most  of  them,  that  people  forehand  to  make  you  feel  sure  of 
don't  believe  in  them.  Either  the  your  powers.  Yon  will  excuse  my 
Government  are  a  set  of  hopelessly  plain  speaking,  I  am  sure,  but  you 
incompetent  blunderers,  or  they  re-  want  my  advice,  and  so  I  feel  bound 
present  all  the  honesty  and  ability  to  say  what  T  think," 
of  the  country  aa  collected  on  that  "  That  is  precisely  what  I  desire, 
side.  Any  proposals  coming  for-  and  I  daresay  you  will  think  me 
ward  with  a  trade  mark  of  that  sort  still  mure  presumptuous  whan  1  tell 
stamped  on  them  are  sure  to  here-  you  that  I  have  never  addressed 
ceived  with  more  or  less  suspicion;  half-a-dozen  people  together  in  my 
besides,  everybody  does  not  read  the  life.  WBtcrflwhao.  absurd  as  it  may 
same  paper."  sound  to  say  it,  I  feel  certain  that  I 

"  Oh  I  if  you  want  to  be   sure  of  could  do  so  without  any  difficulty  if 

having  the  whole   country  for  audi-  I  had  anything  to  say,  and  the  op- 

ence,    then    I    admit    even   a  daily  port  unity   for    saying   it.      Besides, 

paper   might  fail   yon.     Hut    I   sug-  though    here    again    i(    may   appear 

gested  writing   instead    of   speaking  very   absurd     to    offer    an    opinion 

because  you   seein   to  bo  in   such  a  when  my  sole  experience  is  derived 

hurry.      Even   when   you    get   into  from    three   or    four   visits   to    the 

Parliament  that  is  merely  one  step,  gallery  of   the    House,  if   one  thing 

It    takes   a   man    perhaps   a   dozen  impressed    me   more    than   another 

years  to  get  what  they  call  the  ear  about  the  place,  it  is  the  patience 

of  the  House."  with  which   men  tire  listened  to  who 

"Is    that   necessarily   so?      Look  have   gut   anything   to  say,  without 

at    Rigby    Sebright     and     .Summer-  any    reference    to   their   manner   of 

toppe ;    they   appear   to   have   gone  saying   it.     It   is,  for   the  matter  of 

off  at  score  almost,  from  the  first  day  that,    almost    the    same   with    men 

they  entered  it."-  who   have    nothing    to    say.     Their 

"  As  for   that,    Rigby  Sebright  is  tolerance  of  bores  is  surprising." 

literally  made  of  brass.      He   is  a  "  To  tell  you   the  truth,  I  have 

man  who  would   always  make  him-  not   been   present   at   a   debate   for 

self    heard   wherever    he   was.       It  years.      I    could    not    manage    the 

would  take  a  good  deal  to  put  him  time  even  if  I  wanted  to,  but  jndg- 

down.     And  he  is  an    uncommonly  ing  from  what  I  see  of  members  out 

long-headed   fellow   to   hoot.     Then  of   the  House — and    1   have  had   to 

you   must  remember    that   both   of  do  with   a  good  many  one  way  and 

these  men   are  barristers,  men  who  another — I   can    quite    understand 

have   been    accustomed    to   talk   on  that  they  may  be  dreadfully  stupid 

their  legs  for  years."  there   as   elsewhere.     Rut   after  all, 

•'Well,  then,  take  Pendragon  ;  he  speaking    in     Parliament    won't   do 

went  into  Parliament  almost  straight  anything    any   more    than    writing, 

from  college,  yet  he  seems  to   take  Independent  members  are  perfectly 

pretty  freely."  powerless   to   introduce   changes    in 

"  Yes,   very  true,    but   then  very  such   a  matter   as  you  speak  of.     If 

possibly  he  may  have   practised  be-  you  want  to  bo  reforming  the  army, 

forehand  at  debating  clubs  ;  besides,  you  must  get  a  place  in  the  Govern- 

he  went  in  with   a  university  repu-  merit      And    that   is   not   an   easy 
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matter,    whatever    public    speaking  am  rather  afraid  you  will  find  their 

may  be."  hands    full    already — that    is,    that 

UI  see  you  are  laughing  at  me,  they  have  already  pledged  them- 
and  you  will  laugh  still  more  when  selves  to  other  applicants  to  help  to 
I  tell  you  that  this  is  part  of  my  any  seats  likely  to  fall  in.  The 
scheme  too.  A  very  humble  place  competition  for  these  things  is  tre- 
will  do ;  I  ought  to  mention  that  mendous,  I  have  always  understood, 
although  a  simple  regimental  officer  And  after  all  I  have  no  great  belief 
now,  I  have  had  some  experience  of  in  these  gentry.  I  see  that  Govern- 
public  business,  although  in  what  ment  officials  often  cannot  find  a 
you  would  perhaps  consider  a  small  seat  when  they  want  one,  which 
way,  still  sufficient  for  giving  an  in-  looks  as  if  there  were  a  good  deal  of 
sight  into  the  ways  of  Government ;  humbug  about  this  special  agency 
and  my  belief  is  that  all  you  want  business.  Still  wo  must  see  what 
is  the  power  of  initiation.  Provided  can  be  done.  But,  mean  time,  you 
you  have  that,  and  get  other  people  ought  certainly  to  have  a  second 
to  take  up  your  ideas,  and  are  bo-  string  to  your  bow ;  you  ought  to 
hind  the  scenes  to  help  to  pull  the  establish  a  local  interest  of  the  kind 
administrative  wires,  it  docs  not  I  mentioned  just  now,  in  view  to 
matter  much,  I  suspect,  who  is  nom-  the  next  general  election.  I  should 
inally  the  leader.  Of  course  you  say  it  would  not  be  at  all  a  bad  plan 
must  have  the  opportunity  of  ex-  to  try  Maryborough.  It's  a  nice 
pounding  your  ideas,  and  that  a  seat  country  enough,  and  the  hunting  is 
in  the  House  would  give.  And  pretty  fair,  I  believe,  which  I  sup- 
please  don't  run  away  with  the  pose  would  bo  an  attraction.  I 
notion  that  I  believe  myself  en-  daresay  you  would  have  no  difficulty 
dowed  with  any  special  gifts  or  in  finding  a  suitable  place  for  rent 
special  knowledge.  There  are  in  the  neighbourhood.  If  you  don't 
dozens  of  men  in  the  army  1  dare-  fancy  Maryborough,  some  other  little 
say  who  would  do  the  thing  just  borough  might  be  tried.  There  is 
as  well,  probably  very  much  better,  Lcathcrby,  for  instance ;  why.  bless 
only  they  haven't  the  chance.  I  my  soul !"  said  Herries,  jumping  up, 
should  never  have  done  more  than  and  taking  his  old  position  before 
think  about  the  thing  in  more  or  the  fireplace,  uhow  is  it  I  never 
less  dreamy  fashion — for  men  don't  thought  of  this  before?  Why, 
trouble  themselves  about  the  impos-  Lcatherby  would  bo  the  ygtv  place 
sible—  but  for  the  stroke  of  fortune  of  all  others.  Sheepshanks  has  the 
which  has  befallen  me.  As  things  borough  in  his  pocket,  and  he  and 
have  turned  out,  however,  I  feel  the  Paterson  are  on  most  intimate  terms, 
impulse  very  strong  upon  me,  and  and  there  must  be  a  vacancy  there 
anyhow  I  must  make  the  attempt"  before    long.      Yes,   it  was    odd  I 

"  Well,"    said    Herries,    after    a  never     thought    of      this    sooner ; 

pause,  "  my  devil's  advocacy  of  the  Leatherby  is  the  very  place  of  all 

difficulties  before  you  has  at  least  others  to  go  in   for.     Besides,  you 

made  it  plain  that  you  are  very  anxi-  are  known  there  already,  or  at  any 

ous  to  get  into  Parliament,  and  the  rate    Mrs.    West  is.     Her  relations 

point  is  now  how  to  forward  your  live    there,    don't    they  ?      So    you 

wishes.     There  are  men  who  make  will    have    some    local    interest  to 

it  their  business  to  manage  this  sort  start  with." 

of  thing,  and  it  can  be   easily  ar-  I  thought  of  Miss  Barton's  circle 

ranged  to  put  you  in  communication  of  friends,  old  Miss   Barbour,  Mrs. 

with   them.     At   the   same   time,   I  Crane,  and  the  Misses  Pro  vest,  and 


observed    that   I   feared   in  an  elee-  that  the  young  lady  from  the  Royal 

tioneering  point  of  view    my   wife's  Academy    was    going   to    sing.     To 

acquaintance  would  hardly   be  able  the    drawing-room    accordingly    we 

to  help  much.  repaired. 

"  Never   mind,"   replied    Herries,         "  I'll   talk   over   the   matter   with 

"you  won't  need  any  other  help  if  Peterson    to-morrow,"   said  Herries, 

Sheepshanks  will  support  you.     Ho  as  we  left  the  room.      "  1  did  mean 

returns  the   second  member   just  an  to   go   down    to   Manchester  by  the 

easily  as  he  does  himself.     The  great  twelve  o'clock   train,  but  it  nil!  do 

point  is,   that  very  likely  you  may  just  as  well  lo  start  in  the  evening, 

not  have  to  wait  for  a  general  elec-  and  I  will  see  Paterson  tirst." 
tion.     Lord  Stowe  may   go   off  any         I  expressed  iny   thanks   hurriedly 

'  day  ;  he  is  a  very  old  man,  and  very  as  we  passed  into  the  drawing-room 

shaky,   as  I  happen  to  know ;  and  for  the  hearty  interest  he  took  in 

then    Lord    Wraymouth's   seat    be-  the  matter,   but  begged  him  not  to 

comes  vacant."  let   Paterson   know    why   I  was   in 

"But  is  it  not  likely  Mr.  Sheep-  such    a    hurry     about    it.       "For 

shanks   may  be   already   committed  goodness'   sake   don't  tell  him  all   [ 

to  local  interests  of  some  sort?     The  have   told   you.     One   confession   is 

contingency   of   this   seat   becoming  enough.      1    don't    want    both    my 

available  must  be  foreseen  by  others  friends  la  think  me  a,  donkey." 
as  well  as  by  us.     I  should  be  afraid         We  found  Mr.  Crouch  standing  by 

we   shall   find   ourselves   forestalled  the  piano,  with  n    pleased   simper  on 

here.     There  are  almost  sure  to  be  his  fare,  turnins;i>Ter  (he  music-leaves 

men  on  the  spot  wl  o  want  to  got  for  the  young  truly  from  the  Royal 

in."  Academy.     It  was   in  keeping   with 

"I  don't  know  about  that.     Lord  my  little  wife's  unaffected  simplicity 

Wraymouth  has  had  the  sent  almost  of  character,   and  her  sister's,   that 

unopposed  there  for  five -and- twenty  after   the   first-named  accomplish*! 

years,  till  people  must   have   almost  vocalist    had    sun;:    three    or    four 

forgotten   to   think   abont    the   pos-  tangn,    sending   her   powerful    voici- 

sibility    of    a   change   of    members,  well   out   of  the   room   through   the 

Besides,  Sheepshanks  is  an  eccentric  open  windows  into  the  garden,  and 

man   in  some  ways,  and  I  im  told  so  round  to  the  shrubbery  in  the 

keeps   very   much   aloof    from    the  front,  till  even  the  cabman  who  was 

people  about  him,  and   certainly   bo  wailing   to   convey    Mr.    Crouch    to 

would   not   encourage   any   negotia-  the  train  might  share  in   the  general 

tions  about  the   matter  while  Lord  entertainment — thai  after  this  quite 

Wraymouth  is  there.     Nor  can  you  thrilling   exhibition    Eva   and   Sybil 

yourself  do   anything  for   the    pre-  should  not  refuse   to  tako  her  place 

sent ;  but  depend  upon  it  Leather  by  at   1 1  ■■_>   instrument,  and  to  sing  one 

is   just   the   place   to   look   out  for.  of  their  simple  duets  ;  for  I  have  ob- 

Paterson   knows   all   about  it  much  served  that   many  young  Indies  who 

better    than    I    do.      I    aln    not    well  sing  reserve  themselves  for  occasions 

acquainted   with    Sheepshanks    my-  when  invidious  eomuansons  are  not 

self,  but   Paterson  and  he  are  very  likely   to   be   made;  to  say  nothing 

old  friends.     I'll  speak  to  Paterson  of  the  perfect  BPo4  taste  with  which 

about  it  to-morrow."  they  received  the  young  lady's  some- 

At    this    juncture    Sirs.     Herries  what    overdone   expressions   of    dc- 

looked    in   to   say   that   there   were  light  at  the  treat  they  had  afforded 

lights    in    the     drawing-room,    and  her. 
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CHAPTER    XV. — REPORTS   PROGRESS. 

"  So/'  said  Mr.  Paterson,  when,  up,  and  Mr.  Paterson  wanted  to  be 
the  second  day  after  that  described  off  on  his  annual  visit  to  his  sister 
in  the  foregoing  chapter,  I  went  in  Scotland ;  Hemes  was  about  to 
down  to  the  office  in  Gracechurch  start  for  America  on  business ;  and 
Street  to  discuss  the  interminable  the  progress  of  scheduling  the  estate 
schedule — "  so  you  want  to  go  into  was  practically  suspended.  Not  that 
Parliament.  I  wish  I  had  known  there  really  appeared  to  be  any- 
this  before  you  went  down  to  thing  remaining  to  bo  done.  All 
Leatherby.  I  would  have  made  a  the  more  risky  investments  hadp 
point  of  introducing  you  to  my  been  withdrawn,  and  the  bulk  of 
friend  Sheepshanks,  for  Herries's  the  property  was  now  concentrated 
idea  of  trying  to  get  you  in  there  in  a  few  good  securities — in  fact 
seems  a  very  good  one.  I  am  there  was  nothing  remaining  to- 
afraid  there  is  no  chance  of  his  wards  the  completion  of  the  execu- 
coming  to  town  again  this  session,  tor's  business  that  might  not,  so  far 
and  I  can't  very  well  go  down  there  as  I  could  sec,  be  despatched  in  a 
without  some  business  to  take  me,  few  hours.  But  Mr.  Paterson  was 
for  this  is  a  sort  of  thing  that  must  not  a  man  to  be  hurried.  Happily 
bo  managed  carefully.  Anyhow,  wo  are  not  responsible  for  our 
there  is  no  hurry  in  the  matter ;  thoughts,  but  it  makes  me  blush 
very  possibly  it  may  not  come  to  even  now  when  1  call  to  mind  how 
anything  for  some  years.  The  great  it  struck  me  at  the  time  that  the 
thing  is  to  be  on  the  look  out,  and  estate  was  now  in  a  handy  form  for 
we  are  in  a  position  to  have  the  a  man  who  wanted  to  realise  it,  and 
first  information  if  the  seat  is  like-  that  it  would  be  a  very  convenient 
t|r  to  be  vacant.  Meanwhile,  what  opportunity  for  doing  so  when  both 
Herries  suggests  about  your  estab-  Hemes  and  myself  were  away,  and 
lishing  yourself  down  there  seems  a  Mr.  Roberts  the  managing  clerk  also 
very  good  one,  supposing  you  fancy  bound  on  a  fortnight's  holiday, 
the  neighbourhood."  Happily,  too,  my  worthy  friend  did 

The  idea    certainly    did    seem    a  not  know  the  base   suspicions  with 

very  good  one,  especially  as  it  would  which    I    involuntarily    repaid    his 

keep  the  sisters  together,  for  Sybil's  disinterested  kindness, 
visit  to  us  could  not  be  indefinitely        However,  there  being  no  longer  a 

prolonged.     But  in  my  restless  state  reason  for  staying  in  town,  which 

of  mind  I  felt  quite  unable  to  face  was  already  empty  and  very  hot  and 

the  prospect  of  settling  down  to  that  stuffy,   wo  started  off  with    a    due 

sort    of    country    life.      Something  supply    of    circular    notes    and    an 

more    than    partridge-shooting    was  undue    supply    of    luggage,    Sybil, 

needed    for    inducing    a    habit    of  Eva,  the  little  maid,  and  myself,  all 

patience.     There  was  a  still  stronger  full    of    pleased     expectancy,     and 

reason  against  the  plan.     The  phy-  Annette  trembling  with  wonder  and 

sician   whom    by    Mr.    Fergusson's  anxiety  at  this    her    second    great 

advice   I   had  called  in  to  see  Eva  move  in  life.     We  took  the  Rhine 

pronounced  that  her  system  wanted  route,  which  I  believe  we  enjoyed 

tone,   and  recommended  change  of  quite  as  much  as  the  ordinary  run 

air    and     a    course     of     Kissingen  of  travellers ;  but  inasmuch  as  the 

waters,    so   we   detenu incd    to   pay  girls  knew  no  German,  and  almost 

that  place  a  visit    Parliament  was  less  French,   and  my  acquaintance 
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with  those  languages  was  merely  a  hospitality    attired    in    a    blanket- 
book  one,  we  did  not  add  much  to  jumper  by  way  of  coat,  a  mushroom 
the    general    stock    of    observation  pith  hat  about  three  feet  in  diameter, 
which  our  countrymen  have  already  and  white  trousers  which  might  have 
brought  to  bear  on  those  regions.  been  made  for  a  much  smaller  brother. 
At  Rissingen  we  led  the  usual  I  confess  I  did  not  recognise  Brodie 
pottering,   purposeless   life   affected  at  first  when  he  accosted  me,  attired 
by  idle  people  at  the  smaller  Ger-  in  one  of  Foole's  frock-coats  of  fault- 
man  baths,  and  as  Eva  had  to  get  less  make,  a  geranium  in  his  button- 
up  early  to  drink   the  water,   the  hole,  and  altogether  from  his  glossy, 
days  were  not  too  short     A  more  black  hat  down  to  his  natty  boots 
uninteresting  life  so  far  as  incidents  looking  more  adapted  to  the  meri- 
go  it  would  be  difficult  to  conceive,  dian  of  Bond  Street  than  the  free- 
yet  I  look  back   on  that  time  of  and-easy  appearance   affected  at  a 
peace  as  one  of  the  happiest  in  my  Qerman    bath ;    while    his    whilom 
life.      The  day  began  with  a  very  shaggy  beard  was  trimmed  to  a  Van- 
early  saunter  in  deshabille  on  the  dyke  point,  and  nothing  remained 
promenade,    while    Eva    consumed  of  his  former  jungly  aspect  but  the 
about  forty  tumblers  of  water  to  incipient  baldness  due  to  exposure 
the  strains  of  the  band.    Then  back  under  an  Indian  sun.  "  Jamie  looks  a 
to  the  hotel  to  make  a  more  com-,  respectable  being  now,"   said  Miss 
plete  toilet  and  breakfast.     Then  a  Brodie,  who  with  her  mother  was 
morning  passed  in  quiet  idling  on  being  escorted  by  the  newly-returned 
the  part  of  the  girls,  and  German  brother  through  a  German  tour,  "  but  ■ 
lessons  on  mine.     They  joined  in  you  never  saw  such  a  figure  as  he 
these  at  first,   and  we    took  in  a  was  when  he  first  came  home.     I 
German    newspaper    and    used    to  hope   all    the    gentlemen  in    India 
spell  through  the  advertisements  in  don't  dress  like  that,  for  he  wants 
turn,   but  the  business  was   voted  me  to  go  back  with  him  when  his 
stupid  at  length,  and  I  was  left  to  furlough  is  over,  and  I  am  surd*I 
take  my  lessons  alone.     The  music  couldn't  stay  there  if  people  are  such 
was  more  successful.    They  had  les-  frights."   I  assured  her  that  although 
sons  both  in  the  piano  and  singing,  and  last  week's  fashions  were  not  strictly 
it  was  hard  to  say  which  of  the  two  followed  there,   still  that  the  men 
improved  fastest,  while  for  people  of  the  canals  must  not  be  taken  as 
who  had  never  been  accustomed  to  samples,  for  that  they  were  looked 
settle  down  to  anything,  it  was  sur-  on  as  an  exceptional  race  of  wild 
prising  how   much   they  practised,  beings.     But  the  great  advantage  of 
In   the  afternoon  we  sallied  forth  India,  I  observed,  was  that  in  that 
again  to  the  promenade,  where  every  climate  people  never  grew  old,  a  view 
one,  as  before,  spent  the   time  in  of  things  which,  still  more  than  my 
fatiguing  himself  by  slow  pacing  up  assurances  about  the  civilisation  of 
and  down  to  the  music  of  the  band,  the  country,  appeared  to  reconcile 
Then   there  was  dinner,,  and  then  that  young  lady  to  the  prospect  of 
another  stroll.  exile.     Her  brother  was  a  young  fel- 
New  acquaintances  of  course  were  low  of  a  little  over  thirty,  and  Mrs. 
made  during  our  sojourn,  nor  were  Brodie  had  informed  me  incidentally 
old  acquaintances  wanting.     Young  that  he  was  her  youngest  child. 
Brodie  of  the  Indian  Public  Works        Then  there  was  Featherstone  of 
to  wit,  who  lived  out  on  the  canals  the  Civil  Service,  like  Mr.  Barton  a 
near  Sirdhana,  and  used  to  drive  in  commissioner,  generally  regarded  by 
occasionally   to  partake  of    station  the  fellow-residents  of  his  station  as 
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the  cheeriest  of  old  bachelors,  and  fa-  fell  down  and  worshipped  my  two 
inous  for  his  ladies'  dinner-parties,  but  companions;  but  to  me  secretly 
who  now  turned  up  with  a  fashion-  the  great  attraction  was  the  father, 
able  wife  and  two  showy  daughters,  for  Sergeant  Lowder  was  member 
"  It  was  so  hard  to  leave  the  chil-  for  Drymouth,  a  cheery,  pleasant 
dren,"  Mrs.  Foatherstone  said,  as  we  fellow,  full  of  conversation,  and 
lounged  up  and  down  the  prome-  never  tired  of  talking  Parliamentary 
nadc,  "  when  their  education  had  shop,  as  I  was  certainly  never  tired 
to  bo  looked  after ;  and  really  my  of  listening.  And  when  I  observed 
health  used  to  be  so  delicate  in  the  impression  which  the  House  had 
India ;  and  then  my  husband  had  evidently  made  upon  him ;  how 
bought  our  house  at  Brighton,  and  this  prosperous,  well-known  advo- 
there  was  a  difficulty  about  finding  catc  appeared  to  be  scarcely  on 
a  tenant;  and  we  wanted  a  home  speaking  terms  with  the  chiefs  of 
for  the  boys  in  the  holidays;  and  his  own  party,  and  admitted  to  me 
so  it  seemed  better  in  every  way  in  confidence  as  we  sat  smoking 
that  he  should  leave  me  at  home,  under  a  lime-tree  in  the  gardens, 
But  these  new  furlough  regulations  that  ho  never  rose  to  speak  without 
are  a  great  blessing;  it  is  such  a  trepidation,  and  how,  after  being 
comfort  to  have  Mr.  Featherstone  five  years  in  the  House,  he  still  felt 
home  again  after  being  out  only  himself,  to  use  his  own  expression, 
three  years ;  indeed  I  don't  think  I  "a  mere  junior ;" — when  such  was 
could  have  made  this  journey  alone  the  experience  of  this  light  of  the 
with  the  girls."  But  there  is  no  lot  criminal  bar,  who  had  spent  his 
in  life  without  its  trials,  and  Mrs.  life  on  his  legs,  and  was  reputed  to 
Featherstone  appeared  to  be  already  be  able  to  turn  any  witness  inside 
somewhat  depressed  by  the  fact  that  out ;  with  such  a  precedent  before 
in  two  years  her  husband  would  me,  my  heart  sank  within  me  as  I 
complete  his  full  term  of  service  thought  of  the  absurdity  of  the 
and  be  obliged  to  retire,  "and  how  hopes  I  had  allowed  myself  to 
we  are  to  manage  then  I  am  sure  I  nourish,  that  I,  an  untried  stranger, 
don't  know,  with  three  boys  at  should  succeed  in  soaring  to  higher 
school  to  provide  for.  Mr.  Feather-  flights  where  such  a  man  had  failed. 
stone's  own  expenditure  has  always  Such  reflections  were  wholesome, 
been  very  heavy,  quite  equal  in-  no  doubt ;  but  at  this  distance  from 
deed  to  what  his  pension  will  be,  England,  and  when  the  noise  of 
and  with  our  double  establishment  Parliamentary  business  had  died 
we  have  never  been  able  to  save  away  in  the  recess,  the  foolish  rest- 
any  thing."  Mean  time,  until  this  lessness  which  possessed  me  there 
stroke  of  ill-fortune  should  descend  had  to  a  great  extent  passed  away, 
they  were  making  the  best  of  their  Nor  had  I  heard  anything  from  the 
time ;  and  for  people  who  saw  each  Arm  to  keep  up  any  excitement  of 
other  only  about  every  fiye  or  six  feeling.  Mr.  Paterson  was  still,  I  sup- 
years  they  seemed  a  truly  attached  posed,  in  Scotland ;  Mr.  Hemes  had 
couple.  gone  to  New  York;  my  last  letter 
But  our  principal  friends  at  Ris-  was  one  from  Mr.  Roberts  the 
singen  were  the  Lowders.  Mrs.  manager,  sending  a  further  supply 
Lowder  was  an  invalid,  on  whose  ac-  of  circular  notes ;  and  I  was  becom- 
count  the  visit  had  been  made ;  the  ing  quite  settled  down  to  the  quiet 
two  girls  were  nice-looking,  clever,  monotonous  life  we  were  leading; 
and  a  little  blue,  although  straight-  which  brought  my  wife  improved 
way  on  becoming  acquainted  they  health  daily — the  mornings  with  a 
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German   master,  the   afternoons    in  ing  out  your  wish.     He  recommends 

reading  sciiu-  book  aloud,  when  the  jour  speedy  return." 

girls  did  fancy-work   and   professed  It   was   quite   needless   to   enjoin 

to  Usten,  the  evenings  of   music  in  speed.     Annette   and   Sybil   sat   up 

theLowders'  or  our  apartments.    Six  half     the    night     packing,    for    the 

weekshad  pas-edaway  in  this  fashion,  latter     would     not     allow    Eva     to 

and  four  tumbler*  of  the  cold  water  exert   herself,  and  we    started  from 

were  becoming  almost  too  cold  in  the  Kissingen    the    next    morning,    and 

fresh  morning  air,  when   the  course  travelled   homewards  us  fast   as  wo 

of  our  quiut  life  was  interrupted  by  could  without  undue  fatigue  to  the 

the  arrival  of  a  telegram,  which  we  latter.     She  was  delighted  with  the 

found  awaiting  us  on  our  return  one  news  when  I  explained  its  purport, 

evening  from  a  picnic  with  the  Low-  knowing  my  anxiety  on  the  subject, 

ders  and  Feathers  tones  in  the  neigh-  hut  happily  did  not  ask  for  parlicu- 

bouring  mountain  woods.  lars  us  to  how  I    expected  to  carry 

It  ran  OS  follows : —                       ,  out   my  plan,  so  I  was    not  obliged 

"From    R.    Roberts,   Oraeochurch  lo   confess    my   ignorance,  and   my 

Street,    London,    to    Captain    West,  utter    dependence     in     the     matter 

Hotel    de    llussie,    Kissingen.      Mr.  on  the  friendly  firm.     For   Sybil   it 

Paterson   thinks    a   favourable    op-  was  sufficient  to  know  that  we  wero 

port  unity  may  soon  occur  for  carry-  recalled  by  business. 

C1IAPTEH   in. — THREE    CONSFIR.iTOHS    VISIT    LE.ITUERBV. 

I  telegraphed  from   Brussels  that  Mr.  Paterson    left   a   single   line   in 

we  should  arrive  in  town  the  same  elucidation  of  his  lirst  message;  and 

evening,    and     Dobbins     the     office  as  the  ladies   retired   almost   imme- 

messenger  was  waiting   to  meet   us  diately  after  dinner,  1  wandered  out 

at   the  Charing  Cross  station,     Mr.  to  walk  down  my  restlessness,  tak- 

Paterson,  he  reported,  was  down   in  ing,  ns  was  natural,  the  routoof  the 

Lincolnshire,    hut    would    be    back  great  building  at  Westminster,  now 

the  next  day,  and   begged    that  we  dark  and  silent. 

would  go  to  Saekville  Stieet  as  be-  Next    day,  about    noon,    came    a 

fore,  where  everything  was  ready  for  telegram  from  Mr.  Paterson  from  the 

us.     Mr.  Herries  had  returned  from  city.      Ho   had   gone   there   straight 

America    the    day  before,  but    bad  on  his  return,  would   I   go  down  to 

gone  down  again    to   Liverpool  that  meet  him  I     Of  course  I  drove  down 

morning.  to     Gracechurch     Street     at     once, 

To  Saekville  Street  accordingly  we  whither  ho  had  arrived  by  a  morn- 
went,  and  found  that  Mrs.  Itenton,  ing  train,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
the  good  lady  who  combined  the  reason  for  our  snddjn  recall  was  ex- 
functions  of  cook  and  housekeeper,  plained.  The  opportunity  ivo  bad 
had  prepared  dinner  for  us,  and  talked  about,  it  seemed,  was  likely 
Frederic,  Mr.  Paterson's  man,  was  to  occur  at  once.  Lord  Stowe  waH 
waiting  to  receive  us,  and  we  were  very  ill,  and  gradually  sinking,  and 
soon  settled  down  as  comfortably  as  would  not  outlive  the  week.  "I 
if  we  had  never  been  absent.  But  have  just  come  from  his  lordship's 
the  air  of  Saekville  Street  seemed  place,"  Mr.  Paterson  went  on  to  say. 
dirty  and  thick  after  Kissingen,  and  "We  are  not  his  lawyers,  although 
a  sort  of  reaction  followed  the  ex-  we  have  been  employed  by  him  and 
citement  of   the   journey.     Nor  had  Lord  Wraymouth  at  different  times. 
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His  regular  lawyer  is  a  solicitor  at  and  his  travelling  bags  arrived  from 
Lincoln ;  but  the  latter  asked  my  Liverpool,  and  he  came  straightway 
advice   about   certain   testamentary  into  Mr.  Paterson's  room,  and  after 
arrangements    his   lordship   desired  greetings  the  nature  of  our  occupa- 
to  make,  and  so  I  went  down.     And  tion  was  explained  to  him. 
this,  you  see,  is  how  I  have  become  Hemes    was    for    more  vigorous 
acquainted  with  the  facts.     If    we  action    at    once.      Everything    de- 
had    been    the    family    lawyers,    I  pended    on    taking    steps    quickly, 
should     have     considered     myself  There  would  be  a  dozen  men  after 
bound  in  confidence  to  say  nothing  the  scat  as  soon  as  the  news  got 
about  the  matter,  indeed  not  to  act  abroad,  as   it  would  have  done  al- 
without  first  taking  note  of   Lord  ready    if    Lord    Wraymouth    had 
Wraymouth' s    wishes.         And    of  been  at  home;  the  Treasury  whip 
course  all   I  am   saying  now  is  in  would    bo    writing    to    Mr.    Sheep- 
confidence.     But    the    fact    is,    the  shanks  to  ask  his  support  for  some 
seat    at    Leatherby  will  be   vacant  candidate  and  a  promise  would  be 
before   the  end   of    the  week,  and  given,  and  we  should  bo  too  late. 
Lord  Wraymouth  is  away  yachting  "I  don't  see  myself,"  said  Hcrries, 
in  Greece  with  his   daughters  (for-  "any  difference  between  acting  bc- 
tunately    Lady    Wraymouth    is    at  fore    a    man's    actually   dead,    and 
home  and  with  the  carl),  so  that  there  acting  before  he  is  buried,  and  that 
is  really  no  opportunity  of  acting  with  you  will  have  to  do  in  any  case  if 
him,  or  consulting  him  in  the  mat-  you  really  mean  business.     Writing 
ter.     The  succession  to  his  seat  will  will   never  do  here.     Suppose  Mr. 
be  settled  before  he  can  get  home.  Sheepshanks  were  to  ask  for  further 
If  you  arc  to  take  advantage  of  this  information,    or    to    propose   condi- 
opportunity  it  will  be  necessary  to  tions,  then  there  will  bo  a  reply  and 
act  at  once.     Now  the  question  is  further   writing  and   delay,  and  so 
what  is  the  best  thing  to  be  done :"  the  chance   will  bo  lost.     Besides, 
Thereon  we  fell  to  discussing  the  the    matter    of    this    vacancy  may 
mutter.     Mr.  Paterson's  idea  of  the  have  got  wind  already ;  who  knows 
proper  lino  of  action  was,  that  he  but  what  a    letter    may  go    down 
should  write  to   Mr.    Sheepshanks,  from  the  Treasury  whip  by  the  same 
.informing  him   of  the  probable  va-  post?       He  may  have  telegraphed 
cancy  in   the  representation  of   the  already,  very  likely,  and  Mr.  Sheep- 
borough,  and  asking  for  his  support  shanks    is    a    stanch    man    by  the 
on   my  behalf ;   and    although   this  Government      No,   no ;   everything 
seemed    hardly  a  vigorous  way   of  will  turn  on  an  hour  or  two,  depend 
setting  to  work,  or  a  fitting  sequence  on  it.     The  best  plan  is  to  go  down 
to  our  rapid  flight  from  Kissingen,  at  once  and  see  him  yourself.     I 
still  I  did  not  like  to  press  my  kind  think  Captain  West  should  go  too, 
friend  to  do  more  than  he  felt  in-  and  be  ready  to  give  any  explana- 
clined   to  undertake    himself,  more  tions  needed,  or  guarantees  for  the 
especially   in   a   matter    turning  on  genuine  liberalness  of  his  principles.'* 
the  death  of  a  man  who  was  still  Mr.  Herries  was  so  strong  on  this 
alive ;  and  accordingly  1  was  writing  point  that  his  partner  soon  agreed 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Sheepshanks  at  Mr.  t)  the  plan,  and  proposed  starting 
Paterson's    dictation,    and    in     his  the  following    morning,  as    it  was 
name— he  never  wrote  a  letter  with  now  two  o'clock,  and  there  was  no 
his  own  hand  if  he  could  help  it,  reasonable   train  available;  but  the 
but  generally  called  in  a  clerk  to  former  insisted  on  the  value  of  time, 
act  as  amanuensis  —when  Mr.  Hcrries  and  urged  that  we  should  go  down 
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by  the  night  mail.  I  felt  that  this  It  appeared  at  first  that  Merries 
was  the  right  thing  to  do,  if  wo  would  not  be  of  the  party,  hut  he 
went  at  all,  but  did  not  like  to  say  came  rushing  out  of  the  ticket-room 
anything,  for  my  elderly  friend  was  on  to  the  platform  at  the  last 
evidently  tired  from  hia  morning's  moment,  followed  by  Dobbins  the 
journey;  but  his  younf>ir  partner,  messenger  carrying  his  travelling- 
whosc  normal  state  it  was  to  spend  bags  and  rug  (thai  useful  creature, 
the  night  in  a  railway  enriage,  by  the  way,  seemed  to  spend  a  con- 
thereby,  as  he  said,  gar  inn  the  day  KidcrnMc  part  of  his  life  on  railway 
for  business,  made  light  of"  the  half-  platforms),  to  whom,  standing  at 
expressed  objections,  and  so  it  was  the  carriage- door,  he  conveyed  a 
arranged  accordingly;  and  Merries,  string  of  messages  and  instructions 
after  leaving  the  room,  put  in  his  tip  to  the  last  instant, 
head  again  to  say  that  ho  would  go  Knowing  how  emphatically  his 
too,  and  was  out  of  the  house  before  lime  was  money,  and  what  a  quan- 
Mr.  Paterson  could  stop  him.  tity  of  travelling  he  had  on  his  own 

I  returned  to  Sackville  Street  to  account,  I  felt  quite  uneasy  that 
order,  on  Mr.  Paterson\s  behalf,  an  Berries  should  be  coming  down  too, 
early  dinner,  leaving  him  to  follow  and  1  look  the  opportunity  of  his 
after  he  had  transacted  some  busi-  partner  having  settled  down  to  a 
noss.  Eva  was  delighted  when  I  nap  to  apologise  for  giving  him  so 
told  her  that  there  was  a  possibility   much  trouble. 

of  my  becoming  member  for  I.eoth-  "  Don't  mention  it,"  said  Ucrries. 
erby  in  place  of  Lord  IVraymouth,  "  When  I  take  up  a  thing,  1  like  to 
although  she  could  not  understand  go  through  with  it.  Besides,  if  vc 
why  that  nobleman  should  be  oh-  manage  this  job  well,  it  will  save 
liged  to  retire  from  the  representa-  a  lot  of  trouble  by-and-by,  for  of 
tion;  but  still  more  at  the  prospect  course  you  won't  be  satisfied  till 
opened  of  going  down  shortly  to  ace  you  get  what  you  want;  and  be- 
her  aunt.  It  was  agreed,  bowever,  tween  ourselves,"  lie  added,  drop. 
that  Sybil  shouid  he  told  for  the  ping  his  voice,  "although  I  don't 
present  only  that  I  was  called  down  know  a  man  in  London  with  a 
to  Leatherby  on  business,  but  bust  sounder  judgment  than  Paterson, 
ness  quite  unconnected  with  the  still,  you  see,  he  is  not  so  young  ae 
little  house  in  Church  Street.  be   was,  and  he   may  not  be  quite  so 

After  dinner,  Mr,  Paterson  and  I  alive  as  1  am  to  the  value  of  time 
set  off  for^Paddington  to  catch  the  in  affairs  of  this  kind,  where  a  few 
night  mail.  This  was  the  lirst  time  hours  or  minutes  may  be  decisive 
Eva  and  1  bad  been  separated,  and  one  way  or  the  other.  So  altorciher 
the  back  drawing-room  u:ls  witness  my  coming  may  be  of  use." 
to  a  tender  parting  while  Mr.  Paterson  With  this  Mr  Hemes  tucked  hia 
followed  Frederic  and  the  luggage  railway  rug  round  him,  and  ailjust- 
down  to  the  hall;  nor  could  mv  gentle  ing  his  npeet&cte*  firmly  on  Ins  nose, 
wife  restrain  a  tear  or  two,  although  prepared  for  sleep.  1  tried  to  fol- 
I  should  not  be  absent  for  more  low  his  example,  but  in  vain ;  the 
than  a  couple  of  days  at  most,  while  excitement  of  the  prospect  before 
receiving  the  ten-pound  note  which  us  was  too  great.  There  is  no  time 
I  made  over  to  her  in  ease  money  when  the  brain  conjures  up  image* 
should  be  needed,  the  first  she  ever  of  the  prist  and  visions  of  the  future 
had  possession  of,  I  think,  for  more  busily  than  during  a  sleepless 
hitherto  I  had  been  paymaster  on  railway  journey.  The  motion  of 
the  train   imparts  a  sort  of  exaltation 
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to  the  brain,  though  its  activity  may  light  of  these  difficulties.  uAs  for 
be  exerted  in  a  purposeless,  incon-  being  seen,"  he  said,  "we  shall  get 
secutivo  fashion.  Thus  as  we  rattled  here  before  it  is  light,  and  as  Sheep- 
along,  scene  after  scene  of  my  life  shanks  lives  out  of  the  town,  and 
came  up ;  my  landing  in  India  and  never  has  any  company,  why,  you 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  novelty  may  come  and  go  without  anybody 
that  awaits  first-comers  there ;  my  being  a  bit  the  wiser." 
first  campaign;  my  appointment  to  "But  then  it  seems  so  like  steal- 
the  horse  artillery ;  my  service  in  the  ing  a  march  on  the  other  side." 
secretariat ;  return  to  military  duty ;  "  That  is  just  what  we  want  to 
the  season  at  Sirmoori  ending  in  my  do.  It  is  everything  in  such  matters 
captivity  ;  the  pig- sticking  party  on  to  be  first  in  the  field." 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges ;  the  news  "  Of  course,  and  if  I  were  a  per- 
of  accession  to  fortune ;  love-making ;  feet  stranger  to  the  place,  it  would 
the  Barton  family;  marriage;  the  be  all  well  enough.  But  than  hav- 
journcy  home,  and  horrible  anxiety  ing  been  taken  into  the  confidence 
it  occasioned,  now  passed  away  like  of  the  other  party,  as  it  were,  I 
a  bad  dream ;  my  first  acquaintance  confess  I  feel  as  if  almost  treacher- 
with  Mr.  Paterson,  and  the  ridicu-  ous  to  be  acting  behind  their  backs." 
lous  suspicions  that  would  force  u  Well,  but  then  this  other  party, 
themselves  on  my  mind,  do  what  I  as  you  call  it,  what  docs  it  really 
might  to  keep  them  down ;  our  consist  of  ?  1  have  always  under- 
visit  to  Leathcrby  and  Eva's  gentle  stood  that  it  did  not  exist  Did 
aunt,  and  Harry  Perkins  and  all  the  Drew  himself  tell  you  that  he  meant 
people  there ;  our  picnic  in  Thorpe  to  come  forward  and  fight  whenever 
woods ;  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  this  vacancy  happened  ?" 
there  flashed  upon  me  the  recollec-  "I  can't  say  that  he  did.  It 
tion  of  my  conversation  with  Mr  was  my  friend  the  doctor  who  con- 
Kcrgusson,  and  the  hopes  he  con-  fided  to  me  the  hopes  of  their  party 
tided  to  me  about  bringing  in  Squire  to  secure  one  of  the  two  seats  in 
Drew  as  member  for  the  borough  the  borough  by-and-by." 
whenever  a  vacancy  should  occur.  "Well,  but,  now  really  all  this 
As  all  that  had  passed  on  thatocca-  seems  to  mo  very  shadowy  and 
sion  was  recalled  to  mind,  a  feeling  vague.  If  it  had  been  a  gentleman 
quite  of  horror  came  over  me  at  the  of  my  profession  who  worked  the 
possible  misconstruction  that  might  party,  there  might  have  been  some- 
bo  put  on  my  conduct  in  thus  steal-  thing  in  it ;  but  the  idea  of  being 
ing  a  march  on  the  other  side,  and  hindered  by — I  don't  want  to  say 
after  a  bad  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  took  anything  against  your  friend,  but 
the  opportunity  of  a  general  waking  you  may  be  pretty  sure  that  a 
up  at  Swindon  to  explain  my  di-  country  doctor  will  be  much  too 
lemma  to  Henries.  How  it  had  anxious  to  k:ep  his  practice  to- 
suddenly  occurred  to  me  that  my  gethcr,  and  too  busy  into  the  bar- 
going  down  in  this  way  to  Leatherby,  gain,  to  meddle  much  with  politics. 
where  I  was  already  known,  would  And  merely  because  this  gentleman 
certainly  be  observed ;  the  difficulty  told  you  he  should  like  to  see  a  mom- 
of  accounting  for  my  visit  to  friends,  bcr  returned  of  his  way  of  thinking? 
while  to  conceal  its  object  would  Really,  Captain  West,  you  must 
seem  unfair  to  the  Conservatives,  excuse  my  saying  that  I  cannot 
whose  intentions  I  had  become  ac-  see  the  force  of  your  scruples." 
quaintcd  with  unintentionally,  yet  u  I  am  very  conscious  that  t 
so  to  speak  in  confidence.  must  seem  unreasonable;  and,  as 
My    companion,     however,    made  you  put  the  case,  it  looks  absurd 
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enough  ;  but  1  cannot  well  mako  is  the  propriety  of  doing  so  wlthjBlt 
you  understand  lion-  the  thing  came  giving  fair  notice  to  the  other  side, 
about,  or  the  sort  of  relation  1  stand  especially  as  I  hud  in  confidence 
on  with  the  other  people  in  thi<.  been  iimde  :n''|uaijited  to  a  certain 
matter.  Hero  is  Drew's  daughter,  extent  with  their  plans." 
a  most  ultimate  friend  of  Mrs.  West,  "But  you  are  not  going  to  con- 
brought  up  together,  and  living  in  lest  an  election.  What  you  arc 
the  same  house  for  years  ;  and  now  going  to  do  is  to  put  certain  ques- 
to  go  down  secretly  and  make  ar-  iions  to  Mr.  Sheepshanks.  Surely 
rangements  for  cutting  out  her  he  is  the  proper  person  to  speak  to 
father  !  Upon  my  word,  I  don't  first  P  There  can  he  no  call  either  in 
see  how  I  am  to  do  it."  honour  or  common-sense  to  go  run- 

"Well,     1      must     .say,     Captain  ninp  about  Leatherby  telling  every- 

West,"  replied  Hurries,  >s-tt!iri:.'  him-  body  that  you   have  come  down   to 

self  back  in  his  corner  of  the  car-  ask  Mi    sheepshanks  i  favour ?" 

ri age  with  an  air  of  vexation,  "it  is  "That   way  of   putting  the  thing 

a  pity  you   did   not   think   of  theso  no   doubt   makes   mo    look   absurd. 

things  before  we  started     If  a  man  is    but " 

to  be  thrown  off  au  election  by  every  "  Besides,"    interrupted     Herries, 

fanciful    notion   that   comes   upper-  to   whom   this    areuinent   had   come 

most  or  because  gi.>im<hot]y  else  wants  up   quite  suddenly,  and  who  therc- 

the  seat,  he  had  better  give  up  the  fore  spoke  as  if   he  had  kept  it   in 

idea  of  Parliament  altogether."  view  all  along,  "  supposing  that  Mr. 

As     I     looked    at    Mr.    Paterson  Sheepshanks    is   committed   already 

taking  his  uneasy  night's  rest  op-  to  some  other  applicant,  or  that  for 

posite,  his  faco  having  slipped   dim  n  any  other  rensi'm  he  declines  to  sup- 

into   his  comforter,    till   merely   the  port  you,  would  you  not  look  rather 

top  of   his   nose  appeared,   one  eye  foolish  if  you  had   let  it  be  known 

covered  with  his  wig,  now  al!  awry  that  you  had  asked  him  ?" 

under  the  jolting,  and  thought  how  "Certainly   that   way   of   putting 

the  good-natured  oM  gentleman  bad  it  has  pes)  force." 

given    up    his    proper    night's    rest  "I   can't   sco   how   there   can   be 

through    disinterested    kindness    on  any  other  way  of  looking  at  ii.     Let 

my  behalf,  and  how  my  other  com-  us  hear  iirst  what  Sheepshanks  says 

pnnion  had  scarcely  passed  an  hour  about  the  matter ;  and  if  he  goes  in 

nut  of  a  railway  iMrriasre  since   his  to  lack   you  up,   there  will  bo  time 

return   from  America,  and   that   ho  enough  then  to  consider  your  line  of 

too   had    taken   the   matter   up   ap-  action.     If  he  doesn't,  why  the  less 

parently  through  sheer  friendliness,  said  about  our  journey  the  better." 

1    felt   very   keenly   the   ungracious  This.   HMfmftW    appeared    at    the 

aspect  myconduet  would  present  to  time    unanswerable,    and    indeed    it 

both    of    them,    and    perhaps    still  was   an    immense   comfort   to   have 

more   so   the    ludierousness   of   tec  my  qualms  of   conscience  thus  laid 

situation,  embarrassing  as  it  seemed,  to  rest;  but  I  objected  that  I  could 

"  You   are  quite  justified  in   feel-  not  hope  to  keep  my  visit  a  secret : 

ng   annoyed,"   I    answered    after  a  the   people  ut  the  station  would  be 

pause;   "and  of  course,  I   ought  to  sure  to  recognise  mo. 

have    foreseen    these    complications  "Well,  for  the  matter  of  thai,  it 

sooner.     But  please  do   not  misun-  will  be  quite  dark  when  we  arrive, 

deistand  me.     I   am  quite  prepared  but   this   train    does   not   go   on   to 

to  contest  the  election  against  any  Leatherby ;  we  shall  have  to  atop  at 

man.     My    difficulty    does    not    lie  the  junction,  and  I  told  Dobbins  to 

there.     What  1  am  doubtful  about  telegraph  for  a  carriage  to  meet  us 
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there,   so   we   shall    drive    through  act  of  shaking  out  the  doormats  on 
Lcatherby  without  being  seen."  the  hall-steps,  in  a  manner  sugges- 
To  this  there  seemed  to  be  no-  tive    of    a    well-regulated    flirtation 
thing    more    to  be  replied,    and    I  between    the    two,   notwithstanding 
think  we  both  fell  asleep  eventually,  the  depressing  influence  of  the  chill 
to  awake  at  the  Lcatherby  junction,  morning  fog  which  lay  heavy  on  the 
It  was  still  quite  dark,  but  I  thought  lawn.     Mr.    Paterson  was    at    once 
I  could  detect  the  Fcrgusson  mare  recognised  and  we  were  shown  into 
as  one  of  the  pair  in  the  carriage  the     dining-room     which     looked 
awaiting  us,  and  as  I  carried  my  bag  cheerless  and  half-swept,   and  alto- 
across  the  platform  and  deposited  it  gethcr  our  party  seemed  rather  for- 
in  the  carriage   I  turned  my  coat-  lorn,  the  old  gentleman  especially, 
collar  well  up  to  prevent  detection.  unshorn  and  unkempt,  with  his  wig 
While  on  the  way  to  the  house,  still  awry,  and  I  could  not  resist  the 
which  lay  about  two  miles  beyond  feeling  that  we  had  come  on  a  fool1 8 
the  town,   I  referred  to  the  discus-  errand.     But  the  spirits  of  most  of 
sion  which  had  taken  place  coming  us  are  under  the  influence  of  ex- 
down,  and  said  to  Mr.  Paterson  that  ternal    things ;  the    coffee  and    tea 
although  Mr.    Herries  had   satisfied  brought  in  and  the  warm  fire  made 
the  scruples  I  felt  about  the  expe-  while  our  rooms  were  being  got  ready 
dition  generally,  I  still  felt  uneasy  soon  revived  the  party ;  and  as  we 
about  the  possession  of  the  secret  went  up  to  dress,  the  butler,   who 
regarding  Lord  Wraymouth  and  his  had  just  taken  in   the  news  of  our 
father.     But  Mr.  Paterson  observed  arrival  to  his  master's  room,  together 
that  the  information  was  not  mine  with  a  jug  of  hot  water  of  a   size 
but  his,  and  conveyed  to  me  in  confi-  suggesting  that  the  latter  came  to 
denco ;  and  added  that  at  any  rate  maturity  before  the  days  of  tubbing, 
it  would  be  sufficient    to    let   this  brought  back  word  that  Mr.  Sheep- 
point    stand    over    till    Mr.    Sheep-  shanks  would   be  glad  to  see  Mr. 
shanks    had    the  news.     He  might  Paterson    at    eight    o'clock    in    his 
be  safely  trusted  to  take  whatever  study,  and  by  that  time  my  friend 
action   was  needed    and  proper    in  descended  to  the  appointment  look- 
a  matter  which   concerned  his  old  ing  quite  a  different  man — shaven, 
friend    and    fellow-member.     There  his  wig  neatly  brushed,  brisk  and 
was  nothing  to   be  objected  to   so  cheery  as  ever.     Herries  meanwhile 
sensible  a  view,  and  we  drove  on  in  took  a    stroll    in    the  garden,   and 
silence  till  our  journey  came  to  an  I  looked  out  of  the  breakfast-room 
end.     Indeed     the    old    gentleman  window   upon   the  river,   the  same 
looked    tired    and  crusty,   and  not  stream  that  ran  past  Miss  Barton's 
disposed  for  conversation.  garden,  feeling  too  excited  for  corn- 
Mr.      Sheepshanks1     house      and  panionship ;  feeling  also  very  much 
grounds  lay  in  the  valley  of  the  Yew  like  a  schoolboy  whose  papa  has  gone 
leading  to  Thorpe,  which   here  ex-  in  to  see  the  head-master  and  ask  leave 
panded  to  a  width  sufficient  to  con-  to  take  him  out  for  the  day  ;  watch- 
tain,  besides  some  fields,  a  good-sized  ing  in  a  feeble  way  the  ducks  which 
lawn  and  gardens  with  an  acre  or  had  waddled  up  from  the  river  and 
two  of  wood,  all  on  the  bank  of  the  stood  in  a  row  on  the  lawn  before 
river,  and  separated  from  the  main  the    window.     Their    presence    and 
road  by  a  thick-set  hedge.     We  were  expectation  were  presently  explained 
not  expected,  for  at  Mr.  Herries' s  sug-  by  the  entry  of  their  mistress  into 
gestion  no  announcement  had   been  the  room,   a  middle-aged,    delicate- 
Rent  of  our  coming,  and  the  foot-  looking,  and  shy  lady,    Miss  Sheep- 
man and  a  housemaid  were  in  the  shanks,  who  was  evidently  puzzled 
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to  account  for  my  visit,  but  quite  any  one  connected  with  it  in  parti- 
incurious;  it  w«  explained  sulli-  oulur  need  tf  a  seat  just  now.  If 
ciently  no  doubt  by  my  being  in  the  liovernment  had  no  special  de- 
company  with  her  old  friend.  Hap-  sire  to  be  served  at  the  present 
pily  the  ducks  and  the  feeding  of  moment,  then  I  could  come  forward 
them  did  duty  for  conversation,  and  with  Mr.  Sheepshank.-;'  full  support 
presently  we  were  joined  by  Hemes,  1  could  not,  under  the  circum- 
and  shortly  afterwards  by  Ihe  other  stances,  sympathise  with  his  stanch- 
two  gentlemen,  wh..n  I  could  see  from  ness  to  his  parly  so  ninth  an  perhaps 
Mr.  Petersen's  face  that  he  was  sat-  it  deserved,  but  I  could  thoroughly 
isfied  with  what  hail  passed,  while  appreciate  his  friendliness  in  thus 
Mr.  Sheepshank's  greeting  was  cor-  biking  up  the  cause  of  a  perfect 
dial  and  agreeable.  stranger  so  heartily,  still  more  the 
During  breakf as  I.  the  conversation  great  and  disinterested  kindness  of 
was  quite  general.  That  over,  Mr.  our  common  friend  who  had  brought 
Paterson  signified  that  Mr.  Sheep-  about  the  arrangement, 
shanks  wished  t*  confer  with  us  Mr.  PaUTSon  then  mentioned  what 
both,  and  we  retired  to  his  study,  they  thought  should  ba  done.  First 
I  looked  lo  where  Hemes  was  .stand-  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  must 
ing,  making  a  sort  of  mute  inquiry  be  referred  to,  hut  simultaneous  pre- 
whether  he  should  nut  he  invited  to  partitions  should  he  quietly  made  for 
make  one  of  the  party,  but  neither  organising  a  committee  ami  inviting 
Mr.  Paterson  nor  Mr.  Sheepshanks  the  support  of  the  more  inHuential 
responded  to  the  appeal,  and  as  residents  of  the  place.  Atthispoint 
Hemes  did  not  moih  to  expect  lo  he  Mr.  1  lorries  was  summoned  to  join  in 
asked  1  passed  in.  the  deliberation,  and  he  at  once  pro- 
Mr.  Paterson  then  in  his  quiet  posed  to  return  by  the  first  train,  and 
way  at  once  fell  to  business,  sitting  see  the  Secretary  if  possible  before 
well  back  in  an  easy-chair,  with  his  night.  As  regards  local  action,  it 
legs  crossed,  his  elbows  resting  on  was  explained  that  Mr.  Sheepshanks 
the  arms,  and  fingers  pressed  to-  could  not  take  any  direct  part 
gether.  Mr.  Sheepshanks  Bat  more  in  the  affair ;  but  his  Lcatherby 
upright,  with  his  head  a  little  on  agent  and  factory  manager  would 
one  side,  and  occasionally  refreshing  both  of  them  no  doubt  he  ready 
himself  with  a  pinch  of  snuif.  Mr.  to  servo  on  the  committee,  which 
Paterson's  communication,  for  Mr.  would  be  the  same  thing  as  if  ho 
Sheepshanks  hardly  spoke,  was  that  •  Ji ■  1  so  himself.  Tho  great  thing, 
the  latter  accepted  his  description  of  however,  would  be  to  bespeak  the 
my  soundness  in  political  opinions  aid  of  Mr.  ltupert  Bowles,  who  was 
and  general  eligih  '■■■■  ...  t  ,■.■,-■!  :,.,-tive  politician  in  the 
presume,  have  spoken  much  more  place;  and  accordingly  tho  three 
warmly  behind  my  hack  than  he  did  gentlemen  set  off  in  Mr.  Sheep- 
now,  to  have  carried  his  friend  so  shanks'  carriage,  which  had  been 
heartily  into  the  matter — and  was  waiting  some  time  at  the  door,  to 
prepared  to  give  me  Ills  full  support  call  together  on  that  gentleman, 
in  the  event  of  the  vacancy  occurring,  after  which  I  Terries  was  to  start  for 
with  the  proviso,  however,  that  the  town,  lust  telegraphing  to  the  Trea- 
Government  agent  should  be  first  sury  whip  to  secure  an  appointment 
consulted.  It  was  only  due  to  if  possible  for  that  evening.  I 
the  Government,  Mr.  Sheepshanks  would  fain  have  returned  too,  to  get 
thought,  especially  as  Lord  Wray-  out  of  what  appeared  to  be  a  faJse 
mouth  was  a  member  of  it,  that  he  position,  but  could  not  well  desert 
should  ascertain  whether  there  was  Mr.   Paterson,   who  needed  n  night 
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in  bod  after  his  fatigues ;  so  it  was  Miss  Sheepshanks*  attention,  and 
agreed  that  we  two  should  remain  in  going  the  round  of  these  we  be- 
till  the  following  day.  came  quite  animated  Truly  grate- 
The  morning,  I  am  bound  to  say,  f ul,  too,  did  I  feel  to  a  certain  tame 
was  a  long  one.  Miss  Sheepshanks  duck  of  special  rarity  and  plumage, 
was  shy,  and  apparently  unaccus-  a  dissertation  on  whose  merits  de- 
tained to  society  of  any  kind,  lead-  taincd  us  for  five  minutes  on  the 
ing  the  life  of  a  recluse.  I  learnt  gravel  path  inside  the  highroad  be- 
afterwards  that,  when  first  her  fa-  fore  emerging  on  the  village  green ; 
ther  settled  in  the  place  and  built  for  while  under  the  shelter  of  the 
his  factory,  a  struggling  man  driven  hedge  who  should  ride  past  but 
from  the  north  by  strikes,  the  county  Drew  himself,  on  his  market-day 
people  had  kept  aloof  from  him;  visit  to  Leatherby,  riding  slowly 
and  afterwards  when  he  became  the  along  on  the  grassy  side,  close  to 
richest  man  within  twenty  miles  the  hedge,  avoiding  the  hot  Septem- 
(even  if  the  income  rumour  assigned  ber  sun. 

to  him  were  divided  by  four),  he  Our  tour  ended,  I  repaired  to  my 
declined  their  advances,  either  by  room  to  write  the  draft  of  my  ad- 
way  of  resenting  their  behaviour  or  dress  to  the  electors,  but  deferred 
because  he  had  become  accustomed  this  undertaking  for  a  nap,  from 
to  his  solitary  position,  and  occupied  which  I  was  awakened  by  the  return 
himself  solely  in  business  and  good  of  Mr.  Patcrson.  Mr.  Rupert  Bowles 
works,  never  appearing  in  public  had  been  visited  and  had  entered 
except  to  take  the  chair  at  a  public  heartily  into  the  affair,  and  Mr. 
meeting,  and  never  speaking  even  Scrap,  the  leading  attorney,  hod 
then  a  word  more  than  could  be  been  summoned  to  the  mill  and  was 
helped.  Family  sorrows  may  have  also  secured.  Both  these  gentlemen, 
had  their  influence  too  over  his  way  as  well  as  Mr.  Hunter,  the  mill- 
of  life :  he  had  lost  an  only  son,  and  manager,  were  coming  to  dinner, 
his  married  daughter  and  her  bus-  an  announcement  which  evidently 
band  ;  and  there  now  only  remained  caused  Miss  Sheepshanks  some 
to  him  the  grandson  at  Harrow,  des-  trepidation,  and  her  disappearance 
tincd,  if  he  survived  the  fatal  damp-  to  the  offices  for  the  rest  of  the 
ness  of  these  low- lying  meadows,  to  afternoon. 

succeed  him  in  the  mill  and  his  seat,  Mr.  Paterson  and  I  then  set  to 
and  the  middle-aged  spinster  with  work  upon  the  address,  which  we 
whom  I  was  now  endeavouring  to  got  through  just  as  Mr.  Sheepshanks 
maintain  a  conversation  that  should  returned  from  his  counting-house,  and 
have  the  semblance  of  interest  on  while  reading  it  over  a  telegram  for 
either  side.  In  her  way  Miss  the  former  was  brought  in  from  the 
Sheepshanks  was  as  unsophisticated  Leatherby  station.  It  was  from  the 
as  Aunt  Emily ;  certainly  her  ac-  lawyer  at  Lincoln  and  as  follows  : 
quaintance  with  people  was  smaller,  u  Lord  Stowc  expired  at  half-past 
for  she  never  accompanied  her  fa-  seven  o'clock  this  morning."  It  had 
ther  in  his  visits  to  London ;  and  I  been  addressed  to  the  office  in  Grace- 
suspect  this  was  the  first  occasion  of  church  Street  and  thence  forwarded 
her  meeting  with  a  military  man,  at  on.  Now,  even  if  the  telegraph 
any  rate  a  captain  of  horse  artillery,  clerk's  education  and  knowledge  of 
However,  •  everybody  is  interested  the  aristocracy  had  not  brought  him 
about-  something,  if  you  can  only  to  the  point  of  understanding  the 
find  out  what  it  is ;  and  next  after  relation  between  this  event  and  the 
her  nephew  her  poultry  and  garden  representation  of  Leatherby.  the 
and    the    village    schools    occupied  event  would  certainly  bo  notified  in 
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next  morning's  papers.     I  proposed,  the  effect  of   Mr.   Peterson's  rocom- 

therefore,    to   walk    into    Lealherby  mendalion,   or  the  all -sufficiency  of 

and  announce  myself  at  once,  but  Mr.  being    Mr.    -Sheepshanks'    nominee, 

Paterson  suggested  (hat  all  I  could  certainly  Ihey  never  even  so  much 


-  that  1  had  a-kinl   Mr. 


only  so  far  got  a  conditional  answer, 
and  this  objection  to  immediate 
Hon  seemed  unanswerable. 
However,    the   addre) 


ough   my  paces, 


Sheepshanks  to  support  me  and  had     seemed  to  regard  the  whole  matter 


as  settled.  "Ton  must  stand  up  for 
the  old  place,  Captain  West,"  said 
Mr.  Bowles ;  "  Lord  Wraymouth  has 
always   been   a    true   friend   to   r" 


pleted  to  our  mutual  satisfaction  ami  There's  young  Slowe,  Dr.  Slowe's 
despatched  by  messenger  to  Mr.  son,  a  clerk  in  the  post-office,  and 
Handsaw,  the  Lealherby  agent,  to  doing  uncommonly  well  I'm  tolu, 
be  sent  up  in  charge  of  a  trusty  and  Humphries  too  in  the  Poor 
messenger  by  the  evening  train  to  Law  Board,  and  quite  high  up  in  it 
town,  and  thence  carried  to  a  cer-  now  ;"  and  he  went  on  to  enutner- 
tain  prin ting-office,  which  was  ate  various  other  preferments  con- 
warned  by  telegraph  of  his  coming,  ferred,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
The  needful  copies  could  thus  be  Lord  VVriiyitiouth,  who  in  the  course 
printed  oil"  during  the  night  and  of  his  long  public  career  had  been 
brought  down  by  early  train  the  the  round  of  almost  all  the  state  de- 
next  morning,  ready  for  posting  up  partments,  without  ever  rising,  how- 
soon  after  mid-day,  if  the  Treasury  ever,  to  the  top  of  any,  had  loft 
whip's  reply  should  he  auspicious,  behind  him  a  legacy  in  each  in  the 
Messrs.  liupert  Bowles,  Scrap,  and  shape  of  a  son  of  dome  deserving 
Hunter  enme  to  dinner;  the  even-  inhabitant,  including,  as  Mr.  Bowles 
ing  would  hare  been  a  dull  one  might  have  added,  but  did  not  at 
without  them,  for  both  our  host  and  the  time,  that  promising  member 
his  daughter  were  almost  silent,  and  of  tho  civil  service,  Mr.  Rupert 
Mr.  Paterson  was  tired  after  his  Bowles,  junior,  or,  as  he  styled  him- 
night's  journey.  But  Mr.  Bowles,  a  self  on  his  card,  Mr.  R.  Podger 
hale  man  with  snow-while  hair  and  Bowles  (Mrs.  Bowles  was  a  Miss 
whiskers,  a  ruddy  face  and  dark  Podger),  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury,  and 
eyes,  kept  us  all  from  going  to  sleep,  regarded  by  the  rising  generation 
speaking  in  a  loud  cheery  voice  with  of  Lcathcrhy  as  the  personilicat.em 
a  somewhat  provincial,  or,  at  least,  of  London  fashion,  whoso  name 
homely  accent.  Mr.  Scrap  was  a  appeared  every  year  in  the  list  of 
tall,  thin,  gentlemanly-looking  man,  visitors  at  Lady  Kliraibeth  Merri- 
with  a  long,  slightly  hooked  nose,  field's  receptions,  and  other  distin- 
a  stoop,  and  a  double  neckcloth  arid  guished  entertainments, 
high  anirt  collar  that  must  have  been  I  ventured  to  observe  that  these 
worth  ever  so  much  per  annum  as  recognitions  of  Lealherby  merit  most 
a  professional  advertisement.  A  probably  dated  from  a  time  prior  to 
lawyer  with  that  neck-lie  must  be  the  introduction  of  open  coropeti- 
a  safe  adviser.  No  direct  allusions  tion,  and  Mr.  Bowles  admitted  that 
were  made  to  the  matter  in  hand  so  these  were  degenerate  days  ;  where- 
long  as  Miss  Sheepshanks  or  the  on  wc  fell  to  discussing  the  hunting 
servants  remained  in  the  room;  but  capabilities  of  the  country,  and  the 
afterwards  the  conversation  came  chances  of  finding  some  place  in  the 
round  at  once  to  the  point,  and  it  neighbourhood,  where  SfKfc  Wast  and 
was  surprising  to  see  tho  unreserved  I  could  settle  down  for  the  winter. 
way  in  which  the  two  visitors  ac-  Mr.  Scrap's  remarks  during  our  little 
cepted  mo  upon  trust ;  whether  it  was  private  conversation  by  the  tea-tablo 
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turned  principally  on  the  desire  of  there  being  just  time  to  get  there 
Mrs.  Scrap  to  become  better  ac-  for  Miss  Barton's  half -past  eight 
quaintcd  with  me,  and  the  regard  o'clock  breakfast,  and  Mr.  Paterson 
she  had  always  entertained  for  Eva.  would  pick  me  up  on  his  way  to 
Politeness  prevented  my  replying  catch  the  ten  o'clock  train.  After 
that  I  had  never  heard  Eva  ex-  all  it  would  be  a  cheap  bit  of  can 
press  any  similar  feeling,  nor  could  dour,  for  the  news  would  probably 
I  remember  indeed  having  seen  that  not  get  beyond  Aunt  Emily  s  house- 
lady  among  the  numerous  callers  hold  before  the  afternoon,  and  tho 
during  our  visit.  handbills  and  posters  were  duo  from 

There  was,  of  course,  some  talk  town  by  two.  Accordingly,  bidding 
about  the  prospect  of  a  contested  appropriate  adieus  to  my  hosts,  I  sot 
election,  and  I  found  it  was  gener-  off  in  the  fresh  morning  air  along  the 
ally  understood  that  the  other  party  dusty  road,  passing  on  my  way  tho 
would  at  least  try  to  bring  Drew  celebrated  spot  whence,  looking  back, 
forward ;  but  Mr.  Scrap  was  very  de-  you  see  the  view  which  reminded 
cided  that  he  had  not  the  ghost  of  Deedes,  R.A.,  of  the  Trossachs. 
a  chance,  while  Mr.  Bowles  doubted  The  household  in  Church  Street 
whether  he  would  be  got  to  face  the  were  at  prayers  when  I  arrived,  as 
expense.  Not  a  word,  by  tho  way,  I  could  infer  from  Hannah's  stealthy 
was  said  about  the  expenses  on  our  movement  out  of  the  parlour  to  an- 
side,  but  I  knew  this  matter  might  swer  my  knock,  and  from  the  fact 
safely  be  left  in  Mr.  Pater  son' s  hands,  that  her  sister,  the  cook,  was  dis- 
and,  moreover,  felt  perfectly  indiffor-  covered  in  that  apartment  on  my 
cnt  about  it.  entry  there.      My    appearance    ex- 

The  next  morning  was  beautiful  cited  of  course  much  surprise,  and 
enough  to  tempt  the  veriest  sluggard  I  had  to  assure  everybody  several 
from  his  bed,  much  less  a  man  who  times  over  that  no  accident  had 
had  not  yet  lost  the  habit  of  early  happened  cither  to  Eva  or  Sybil,  or 
rising;  but  I  had  scarcely  dressed,  even  to  Annette.  Mary  Drew  was 
and  was  stepping  into  the  garden,  absent,  having  gone  on  a  visit  to 
when  the  servant  handed  me  a  tele-  friends  at  Stain  pton,  so,  as  I  sat 
gram  from  Mr.  Paterson' s  room  which  down  to  breakfast  with  the  two 
had  just  arrived,  and  to  receive  elder  ladies,  my  news  was  the  easier 
which  the  old  gentleman  had  been  to  tell ;  but  it  took  some  time  for 
awakened  an  hour  before  his  proper  them  to  apprehend  its  purport  clear- 
time.  It  was  from  Herries :  "  Glis-  ly,  if  indeed  Miss  Honoria  under- 
Fcrcenc  entirely  agrees,  and  thinks  stood  what  it  was  about  after  all, 
tho  proposed  arrangement  very  suit-  which  seemed  doubtful.  Under  the 
able."  Cilisscreene  was  the  Treasury  circumstances  I  felt  no  scruple  in 
whip.  Here,  then,  were  all  the  ob-  asking  them  to  say  nothing  on  the 
stacles  removed  so  far  as  could  be  matter  till  they  should  hear  of  it 
seen.  My  success  so  far  seemed  from  outside,  which  would  be  early 
wonderful.  I  was  obliged  to  take  in  the  afternoon  when  tho  address 
a  sharp  turn  round  tho  garden  to  arrived  from  town.  This  would 
keep  down  the  elation  of  spirits  this  give  my  supporters  the  satisfaction 
news  caused,  and,  on  returning,  of  being  the  first  to  communicate 
found  Mr.  Sheepshanks  coming  out  the  nows.  Breakfast  over,  the  car- 
for  his  morning  stroll,  for  he  too  riage  with  Mr.  Paterson  called  to 
was  an  early  man.  lie  admitted  pick  me  up,  and  I  started  with  him 
that  there  was  now  no  longer  any  for  town,  leaving  tho  aunts  in  great 
need  for  concealment,  and  I  there-  joy  at  the  prospect  of  their  nieces* 
fore  arranged  to  walk  into  Leatherby,    speedy  return. 


NEW   BOOKS. 

We  have  often  been  told  that  to  he  our  deeper  acquaintance)  leads 
there  is  nothing  so  interesting  to  us  to  inquiries  more  solemn  in 
mankind  as  those  records  of  imlivi-  their  character,  and  to  conclusions 
dual  men  which  reveal  to  us  a  real  Quite  as  .sweeping,  anil  not  so  easily 
personality  in  real  circumstances,  disproved  when  they  arc  erroneous, 
such  as  we  aie  capable  of  comparing  as  those  which  rest  upon  mere  mat- 
and  contrasting  with  our  own.  The  ters  of  fact  Such  a  book  as  the 
satno  principle,  somewhat  widened  collection  of  essays  lately  published 
cut  and  extended,  applies  to  Tuitions  by  Mr.  Henry  Reeve,  and  entitled 
as  well  as  individuals.  Notwith-  '  Royal  anil  Republican  France,'  * 
standing  nil  the  commonplaces  of  takes  much  higher  ground  than  the 
the  traveller,  with  which  we  are  so  notes  of  any  tourist.  Framed  with- 
familiar,  every  intelligent  attempt  out  any  distinct  plan,  following  tlio 
to  set  our  next  neighbours  before  us  course  of  literature  rather  than  that 
in  their  daily  habits  am!  the  fashion  of  events,  a  collection  of  critical 
of  their  lives  is  full  of  interest  In  essays  on  French  books,  written 
England,  however,  our  custom  of  during  a  period  which  has  been  of 
travelling,  and  the  feeling  common  the  deepest  importance  to  France, 
to  most  educated  persons  that  they  and  has  changed,  and  over  again 
themselves  know  as  much  about  changed,  (ho  face  of  affairs  within 
other  countries  as  any  but  the  very  her,  becomes,  almost  unconsciously, 
wisest  and  most  experienced  ob-  a  work  upon  French  history.  A 
servers  can  tell  them,  has  damped  certain  amount  of  intention,  if  only 
the  production  of  those  books  of  so  much  as  is  implied  in  a  dis- 
natlonal  gossip,  if  we  may  use  such  tinct  personal  appreciation  of  the 
an  expression,  which  are  in  general  subject,  gives  at  once  signilieaniv 
such  strange  compounds  of  foolish-  and  importance  to  the  collection; 
ness  and  good  sense — of  tho  true  and  without  being  full  or  perfect, 
and  tho  absolutely  false.  An  Eng-  the  book  of  Mr.  Reeve  is  enough 
lishman  who  would  write  such  a  to  lead  the  reader  on  from  one 
look  about  France  as  tho  '  Notes  salient  point  to  another,  leaving 
»n  England'  of  M,  Tainc,  would,  we  him  in  possession  of  a  thread  of 
fear,  be  viewed  with  more  derision  philosophical  guidance  over  much 
than  admiration  by  his  countrymen;  broken  ground,  by  which  his  recol- 
nnd  such  readers  as  he  attained,  lections  as  well  as  the  information 
would  probably  peruse  his  book  ho  has  acquired,  may  gain  tho  value 
with  an  incipient  sense  of  offence,  of  continuity  and  inherence.  Tho 
holding  it,  consciously  or  not  as  an  confusion  into  which  the  mind  is 
impertinence  that  he  should  thus  thrown  by  every  first  attempt  to 
liavo  ventured  to  claim  superior  in-  master  ■  period  at  history — the  i in- 
formation. Yet  we  have  not  on  this  possibility  ut  first  of  sifting  the  im- 
account  lost  our  interest  in  the  portant  from  the  unimportant,  and 
people  nest  door.  On  tho  con-  determining  which  fact  affects  the 
trary,  our  deeper  acquaintance  with  grand  question  and  which  belongs 
them  (or,  at  least,  what  we  suppose  to  the  details  of  the  day— becomes 
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doubly  bowildering  when  the  period  liberal    Frenchmen    as    the    stand- 

we  study  is  recent,  and  all  the  side-  ing-ground  and  foundation  of  their 

lights  of  individual  recollections  and  liberties — even  by  many   to  whom 

opinions  come  in   to    bewilder  the  the  Revolution  could  convey   only 

scarcely-settled  historical  view.     In  images  of  horror  ;  and  there  can  be 

the  midst  of  this  perplexity  such  a  little    doubt    that    the   tremendous 

book  as  Mr.  Reeve  s  is  a  real  ad  van-  events  which    followed,  and  which 

tage  to  the  reader  who  wishes   to  were   as  little   in  accord  with   the 

discover  some  articulate  connection  principles  of  '89  as  with  the  New 

between  the    different    chapters  of  Testament,  made  a  still  deeper  im- 

the  tumultuous  tragedy  which  has  pression  on  the  minds  of  the  people, 

been  so  often  acted  and  reactod  in  These    events    taught    the    lawless 

France.     u  The  papers  collected  in  their  power.     They  taught  the  mis- 

these  volumes,"  he  says,  "  were  first  erable   what    strength   lay   in   their 

written    and    published    in   various  numbers,  and  how,  if  luxury  itself 

Reviews,  at  intervals  extending  over  was  not  attainable,  it  was  always 

a    period    of    nearly    thirty   years,  possible  for  a  bitter  and  exasperated 

Rut  although  the  occasions  and  in-  crowd  to  revenge  itself  upon  those 

cidents  by  which  they  were  origi-  who  possessed  it      Perhaps,   how- 

nally   suggested   were    diverse  and  ever,   the  most  terrible  of  all   the 

multifarious,  they  have  not  the  loss  results  of  the  Revolution  has  been 

a  common  purpose — to  trace  through-  precisely  that  one  which,  according 

out    the    history    and    politics    of  to  its  first  theory,  was  rendered  im- 

modern    Franco,     the    causes    and  possible — the  division   of  classes — 

results  of  the  Revolution  which  has  which    has    become  a  much    more 

profoundly    affected    the    forms    of  profound     and     essential     division 

government  and  the  state  of  society  than  any  which  mere  external  cir- 

in  that  country."       It  is  therefore  cumstances  could  make.      The  vast 

the    Revolution    which     is,     in     a  internal   rent  and   severance  which 

manner,    the  subject  of  this   book  exists  in  France  between  the  reason- 

— not    in    the    lurid     and    terrible  able   class,  which   desires  a   practi- 

pictures  of  '93,   which    have   been  cable  and  honest  liberty,   and  the 

so  often  set  before   us ;    but  in  its  masses  who  long    to  bo  delivered 

moro  subtle  influences — in  tho  pro-  from  every  bond,  whether  of  law  or 

found  unsettling  of  all  men's  works  nature,  is  one  which  is  much  more 

and  ways,  the  overthrow  of  the  Old  appalling,  and  much  less  likely  to 

World,  the  invention  of  a  fantastic  be  ever  mended,  than  even  the  most 

new  one,  with  new  creeds  and  pre-  tremendous    division    between  rich 

judices,  of  which   it  has  been   the  and  poor,  noble  and  common.     Di- 

origin.       Tho    world    once    hoped,  visions  of    rank   do  not  annihilate 

fondly  and  foolishly  as  it  has  proved,  the    unity   of    human    nature,   but 

that  it  had  got  rid  of  that  appalling  divisions    of    this    description    do. 

apparition  which  frightened  it  half  The  very  existence  of  tho  multitude 

out  of  its  senses,  and  that  the  French  of  ignorant  people  who,  in  France, 

Revolution     had    disappeared    like  believe  it  possible  to  annihilate  all 

other  ghosts.      But  it  did  not  re-  the  laws  of  political  economy,  and 

quire  the  experience  of  the  last  two  to  set  up   an  arbitrary  rule  in  so- 

ycars  to  convince  many  thoughtful  ciety  as    tyrannous   as    tho  ancien 

people  that  the  ghost  was  far  from  regime,  only  differing  from  it  in  the 

being  laid,  and  tho  world  far  from  fact  that  the  privileges  of  tho  new 

being  done  with  it.      The  principles  reign   are   transferred   to  the  other 

of  '89   have    been   claimed    by  all  extremity  of  society — from  the  rich 
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to  the  poor — is   an  instance  of   llic  stralion   which   is   most  difficult   to 

power    of    the   [[evolution    such   as  bear. 

nothing  can  equal.  Mr.  Reeve,  as  Mr.  Reeve  leads  us  through  many 
we  shall  see,  takes  this  info  serious  stirring  sconce,  and  many  mclan- 
consideration  as  one  of  the  most  choly  ones,  as  he  pursues  his  study 
important  features  of  the  crisis  ;  anil  of  the  Resolution.  He  shows  us  its 
he  also  affords  us  an  admirable  incubation  in  the  end  of  Louis  XIV.'s 
sketch  of  the  position  anil  circum-  splendid  and  miserable  reign.  Tic 
stances  of  that  remnant  of  able,  en-  makes  it  visible  to  us  in  the  tragic 
lightened,  and  high- minded  French-  arid  terrible  scenes  which  we  iden- 
men,  who,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  tify  as  those  of  the  Revolution  par 
have  been  set  aside  from  all  share  txieUtnce ;  in  the  misfortunes  of 
in  the  practical  management  of  their  Marie  Antoinette  and  the  struggle  of 
country,  and  who,  hating  the  tyr-  Mirabeau  ;  he  shows  us  Napolcen's 
anny  of  the  Empire  on  the  one  hand,  immense  and  wonderful  attempt  to 
and  still  more  deeply  hating  the  master  it,  as  described  in  the  recol- 
tyranny  of  the  mob  on  the  other,  lections  of  Beugnot  and  Mollien. 
have  been  driven  together  like  a  Then  comes  the  curious  lull  after 
hunted  herd,  threatened  on  both  the  Restoration,  the  gradual  com- 
sides,  and  without  sufficient  agree-  menccincnt  of  new  mischief,  the 
ment  among  themselves  to  main-  heaving*  of  the  volcano  which  every- 
tain  even  a  bold  front  to  their  adver-  body  had  believed  comfortably  ex- 
sariea.  We  cannot  conceive  of  any  tine't,  but  which  broko  out  again  in 
sadder  or  more  h"|.ile.-  position,  or  1830,  to  be  once  more  repressed  and 
one  which  calls  for  profouuder  sym-  tried  with  new  discipline  under 
pathy.  So  long  as  the  majority  of  Louis  Philippe  ;  until  the  moment 
a  people  believe  that  liberty  can  be  arrived  for  the  next  periodical  out- 
procured  by  a  pi-i'iuilii-il  whirl  round  burst,  and  Louis  Philippe  shared 
of  society,  in  which  everything  that  the  fate  of  his  predecessors,  and  an- 
is  undermost  shall  come  uppermost,  other  struggle,  followed  by  another 
and  by  which  all  the  laws  of  natural  repression — the  severest  and  most 
equilibrium  shall  he  annihilated,  galling  of  all — recurred  in  ft  certain 
the  prospect  is  a  very  bad  one  for  rhythmical  order,  as  by  some  strange 
the  lovers  of  true  and  practicable  necessity  of  fate.  Throughout  all, 
freedom.  It  is  true  that  nature,  the  Revolution  one  and  indivis- 
whose  laws  cannot  be  annihilated,  iblc— like  that  dream- Republic  so 
asserts  herself  after  every  u  hirl,  and  often  set  up  to  be  knocked  down 
sets  the  lower  side  under  once  more  again,  first  by  one  party,  then  by 
as  soon  as  she  has  placed  somebody  another— raises  its  head,  multiplying 
uppermost  who  can,  at  least  tern-  and  expanding  itself  into  new  forms, 
porarily,  wield  something  like  :iiitln'>-  losing  none  of  its  vitality,  and  few  of 
rity  ;  but  the  fact  that  the  French  its  habits  of  thought  "  You  take 
people,  with  all  their  logical  power,  their  guns  from  them,"  said  Monta- 
have  remained  unconvinced  by  these  lembert,  in  one  of  his  great  speeches, 
perpetual  recurreiiees  of  repression,  "but  the  ideas  remain;"  and  mar- 
is the  strongest  of  all  proofs  how  vellously  have  those  ideas  survived, 
warmly  the  first  impulse  of  Revolu-  How  the  Empire  brought  its  tre- 
tion  was  communicated  to  the  na-  mendous  arguments  to  bear  upon 
tional  soul,  and  how  tenaciously  them — how  the  legitimate  branch 
and  obstinately  it.  holds  its  place  of  the  Bourbon*  brought  tradition, 
there,  in  spite  of  all  arguments,  divine  right,  all  the  influences  of  the 
and      even     the     kind     of     demon-  past— how    the    Orlwans    monarch s 
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tried   constitutionalism,  tho  Parlia-  forced  to  stand  aside  for  years  and 
mentary  rule    which    England    be-  see  their  country  managed  or  mis- 
licves  in,  and  which   so  many  na-  managed  by  the   servile  and  inter- 
tions  have  tried  from  her  to  catch  the  ested  officials  of  a  despotic  power — 
trick   of — and   how,   after  all  was  who  have  been  condemned  to  look 
done,  a  second  Empire,  servile  yet  on  impotent  and  watch  the  progress 
feeble  imitator  of    the  first,   again  of  national  debasement  without  the 
attempted    the  task   of    convincing  means  of  freeing  their  soul  even  by 
the  nation  that  Revolution  was  over,  indignant  remonstrance  or  reproof 
and  its  power  ended, — is  to  be  seen  — merit    the    highest  sympathy  of 
in   Mr.  Reeve's  book,  with  all  the  which  a  generous  mind  is  capable, 
animation   and  diversity  which  are  It  is  with  a  very  pang  of  pity  that 
given  by  a  crowd  of  witnesses  all  we  remember  how  their  hearts  must 
speaking  of    their  own  knowledge,  have  burned  within  them  many  a 
and    adding    unawares    their    evi-  weary   day   while    all    this    misery 
dence  at  this  wonderful  trial.     Few  which   their    country  has    endured 
people  nowadays  believe  tho  Rev-  was  preparing  for  her  under  their 
olution  to  be   over;   and    the    con-  eyes.     Many  of   them,  whose   qua- 
secutivc    character  of    its   different  litics  were  not  such  as  to  acquire 
developments     is     an     interesting  fame,    have    died    namclessly    for 
study.       How     long     Parliamenta-  France  in  the  late  conflict,  suffering 
rianism   may  hold   its  day  now,  or  as  no  others  could  in  the  warfare, 
who  are  tho  next  leaders  who  are  to  yet  glad  to  prove,  by  the  sacrifice  of 
contest   France   with   the   sleepless,  their  honourable  lives,  that  devotion 
restless,    lawless    demon    who    has  to  her  which  they  were  permitted  to 
consumed  her  energies  for  so  long,  show   in   no   other  way.      But    De 
it  is  impossible  to  tell.     That  they  Tocqucville    was    not    a    nameless 
may    be   wise    as   well    as    strong,  member  of  this  spotless  band.     Per- 
honest,    and    patriotic  —  lovers    of  haps  no  Frenchman  has  attained  to 
liberty,  not  of  repression — and  that  so  true,  so  clear,  and  so  valuable  an 
they  may  have  courage  enough   to  appreciation  of  the  constitution  of  a 
look    their   adversary  in    the   face,  foreign  country  as  he  has  done,  and 
without  panic  or  superstition,  is  all  certainly  none  has  brought  a  more 
that  the  best  friend  of  France  can  enlightened    or    a   more  competent 
venture  to  say.  intellect  to  the  discussion  of  politi- 
The  thread  of  history  which  runs  cal  subjects.     The  author  of  one  of 
through  these  essays  docs  not  weaken  tho  greatest  political  and  constitu- 
te individual  interest  possessed  by  tional  studies  of  modern  times ;    a 
several  of  them,  which  touch  upon  most  acute  and   penetrating  intelli- 
ground     comparatively     untrodden,  gence    without    prejudice    or   parti 
We  select  specially  for  this  common-  pris  ;  asking  nothing  better  than  to 
dation  the  essays  on  De  Tocqucville,  serve  his  country  under  almost  any 
which  give  a  clear  and  able  sketch  of  practicable  conditions  which  should 
his  character  and  work.     No  better  leave  freedom  of  independent  speech 
type  could  bo  found  of  that  modern  and  action — he  was  thrust  aside  by 
chivalry  of  France,  not  many  in  num-  the   Empire  from  all   influence  on 
ber,  but  great  in  character,  and  who,  political  life  as  peremptorily  and  as 
perhaps  unfortunately  for  their  coun-  conclusively  as  if  he  had  been  the 
try,  are  chiefly  produced  from  among  merest    tyro    and    meddler.       Mr. 
the    old    noble    families    to    whom  Reeve    quotes    a    very    interesting 
we   have  already  referred.      These  letter    from    which    wo     take    the 
noble    gentlemen,   who    have    been  following     passage,     showing,   how 
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entirely  Dc  Toccjuevillo  himself  tliat  the  famous  iiioiiinunilnn:  the  IV. 
understood  the  situation.  It  con-  ^i'1''"1  is  '"  ,i'»,'u  <'"  ih-»ig»ate  l'1'  "«■" 
tab* besides,  one  „i :  thus,  unions  --— »  ""'T,"11',,^"1  a'a^'l '^'y 
prophetic  glimpses  of  the  course  of  Douglas  i.,|,i  „,.„„>. bod v  Hurt  Hie  I'ivm- 
events  which  are  ahvuys  no  interest-  ilrni  hati-.l  nnn -!■!=■  -_r-- ■ .  disliked  Ills  finn- 
ing to  the  spectator  who  has  it  in  jjr,  "»•'  *Wl4,  no   flwbt,  ir  not   puj- 

hi,p™e,to»mpj,o».i,,t.,„i,,,p  ;:;;,':;iJ;;::;;,.j,':;;  *«s"  *>  "» 

pened    with    what    was      expected 
to  happen,  and  who  with  a  certain 

sense   of    superiority  can    note    the  A  report  rtiuili-.jf.iiiM  to  Hie  ewioos 

prevision  which  was  right  from  that  one  thus  rieonk-il  — to  the  effect  thiit 

which    was     amusingly    and     oddly  the  Count  dc  Clmmbord  had,  on  his 

mistaken.  side,   designated    Napoleon    as    his 
successor— was,  we  know,  current  in 

"I  perceive"  <De  TocquevHl*   writes  Bonaparlist    circles    not    very    long 

soon  after  the  coup   <niai)  "Unit  you  ago.     The  alliance  is  a   quaint   one 

have  carried  with  von   im.>    vour  n-li-iai!  even    when    esislimr   onlv    in    imapi- 

Uic    same    agitation   ..(    miml    whieh    I  „,.;„,,                            3 

still    Hnd  in  the    bustle  of  the  world.  .  t,,"  ™  is  „ni„  f„,  „=    t,    ,i„ 

How  should   it  lie  oibewis,,:       Whirl,  l,"'li'   L-   "othmg    for   US    to    do 

way  are  we  now  to  look  hi    France   fur  until  liberal  opinions  are  once   iifrain 

objects    which     do     nut    awaken    sad  in    France,"    Do    Tocqueville    adds, 

thoughts?    And    if    we     IH..VL-.   out    of  Before  that  time  came,  if  it  has  now 

^x,;,,rs:a„ri'r;%""„;li,1:  ™?v^"i "" "°"  ;°k  ",rd 

around      us.       Lanjuiuais,     who     i*     hi  an<l  thc  ^'"il   moment  of   revolution 

Italy,  writes    that    the   remembrance   of  came     round     again — this     eminent 

France  puts  out  the  glory  of  the  arm  frenchman   had  ended  a  life  which 

ami  the  -mi.  ought  (o  have  hecn  so  important  to 

J'b*  S°Ei5  p"S  S  S5  L»  ™""^  •»"  »>**  ""  ■»»*• 

rtiaguisc   from    ourselves    thiil    this    "ill  and  terrible  ih-l'iiv  rendered  almost 

last  a  considerable  ti.i  .     As  forme,  I  useless    to    her.     Ten    yearn    later, 

can    only  recover    th.e                 .  I     :i.,i..l  .,..,,,,.  |r:ii,..|    in    the  very  same  Way, 

:S,h,4 S3*s.,"; .::■:. .^".Tp.?  &jr^t*™%ix*i2 

lie  affairs  fur  a  long  v    U  ,  and  that  the  of   the  national  career  which   he  had 

tiling  is  now  to  fonu  new  huiiits  and  no    power    to    influence,  died  Count 

ercatc  new   interests.      Thia  is  not  the  ,]0      Montnlembert.         Notwithsdand- 

way  of    the   world       1     am   .■..Mimully  ;          u  „   ,  |1(,,.uli.ir;ti,.s  ()f  the  latter, 

» r i --■ « tin-1  in  :.!■.]«  full  o        ,i-   r .- ■  - ■  - r  absurd  r.  ,       -     r..             -    -            ,                 ' 

(lelu-ems      r,  al     delus                -i      .       ..■.-■  v-  '"'■  ''■     '"      lll(1      "['^""l      of      llliiny, 

who   set  ttiemsclvcs  gravely  to  compute  hunted    his    legitimate   influence,   he 

how    many    months     this    SovBrnmanl  was  a  man  of  high   attainments  and 

has    to    live.     An    for    rue,   1     stand    hy  mt]o]|   politii-iil    insight.      During  the 

ttfi^,but'"tw11|,lMt    'w"m,   uu'Z--,Z  i"li'n-nl   hctneen    the   Revolution    of 

strength    than   the   KemiMieuTi    (i-jvem-  1W-W    and    the    events   of   1851,   both 

meat,    It    has    the    pane'    advantage    of  these    men    made   an   energetic,  and, 

being  a  neutral  ground  on  »hidi   bote  *«    nuv  almost    gar,   desperate  at- 

S'vmpS,""3  a" .;  ;i:;  ;;s"»  ":■«;  p»"»>f  >«*  ,■»  "f  ?*■ 

the  camp   of   their  fi.r r   imi^.mM*.  Tidnal    prejudices    and    peculiarilief. 

This  is  c«]irjcially  tru.1  of  the   Legitlm-  to  establish   a   real   popular  Govern- 

isW,  who    are    not    Only   well    received,  nlent    in    France.      They    both     died 

but  fT,r.ura:^l  to  «,.„,  ■  ,,i  by  all    .oris  s|l,,;ict,,]    and    Bct    ^i^     l0Okers-on 

of    itelu    artihees,    iv     ■  U    -m-ceed     tin;  1            ■            ir             c    '       .v.     r:i„ 

more   ei-ily  as    many    .:■■    ,„>i    avow  to  •""l  I'^sivc  -ullerers   from   the  evil* 

be    caught   by   tliem,      Thus    they    say  they    could    do    nothing    to    avert. 
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The  immense  waste  of  power  in- 
volved in  such  facts  as  these  is  de- 
plorable to  think  of.  Thus  over 
and  over  again  France  has  prepared 
herself  to  meet  dangers  which  re- 
quired all  her  strength,  by  binding 
up,  as  it  were,  her  right  hand  before 
she  entered  the  conflict. 

Mr.  Reeve's  essay  upon  the  state 
of  France  in  1870  is  full  of  real  ap- 
preciation of  tho  condition  of  the 
country,  and  gives  a  very  true  and 
reliable  view  of  some  of  its  aspects 
least  known  to  Englishmen.  The 
following  sketch,  for  example,  of 
the  class  of  peasant  proprietors,  of 
whom  we  have  heard  so  much, 
seems  to  us  thoroughly  trustworthy 
and  full  of  real  understanding.  Mr. 
Reeve  has  just  pointed  out  the  fact 
that,  so  far  back  as  the  beginning 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  u  the 
creation  of  a  peasant  proprietary 
was  already  advocated  as  the  pana- 
cea of  the  nation." 

"To  this  hour,  this  is  the  result  of 
till  the  revolution  which  is  most  loudly 
applauded  by  French  writer*  of  the 
greatest  learning  and  authority,  as,  for 
example,  by  M.  Doniol  (now  Prefect  at 
<i reliable),  from  whose  instructive  his- 
tory of  the  rural  elates  in  France  we 
have  borrowed  the  foregoing  facts.  It 
is  equally  admired  by  those  English 
writers  who  seek  in  the  democracy  of 
France  the  model  of  the  reforms  they 
desire  to  introduce  into  this  country  in 
the  tenure  of  property  and  the  organi- 
sation of  society.  Av*c  nitty  therefore 
:l«miiuc  that  this  state  of  things  is  re- 
garded as  highly  beneficial ;  and  so 
undoubtedly  it  has  proved  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  condition  of  the 
jM-asuntry  when  liberated  from  feudal 
Imrdciis,"  which  have  happily  no  par- 
allel amongst  ourselves.  But  our  ob- 
ject at  this  moment  is  to  point  out,  as 
u  simple  fact,  that  the  change  involved 
the  extinction  of  the  social  and  po- 
litical influence  of  the  upper  classes ; 
for  the  ubuse  of  the  feudal  tenures  and 
the  vices  of  an  aristocracy,  identified 
by  its  sources  of  revenue  and  its  habits 
of    expenditure    with    the    Court,    had 


engendered  throughout  France  a  fierce 
hatred  of   social  inequality,  which  has 

gone  on  increasing  to  this  day,  though 
lie  causes  in  which  it  originated  have 
long  disappeared.  The  services,  there- 
fore, which  may  be  rendered  to  a  na- 
tion by  a  class  of  educated  proprietors 
and  capitalists — by  the  performance  of 
the  public  duties  of  their  station,  by 
the  improvement  of  cultivation,  ana 
rural  administration,  and  by  the  local 
influence  of  men  solicitous  for  the  com- 
mon interest  of  those  around  them — 
arc  in  a  great  measure  lost  to  France. 
There  is  no  'public  spirit/  to  use  a 
most  emphatic  and  characteristically 
English  term.  Even  on  the  larger 
estates,  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are 
capable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  a 
resident  gentry,  the  good  offices  of  Uic 
wealthy  are  regarded  with  suspicion 
and  hostility,  as  great  perhaps  as  when 
those  duties  wore  the  invidious  shape 
of  feudal  privileges.  The  result  has 
been,  to  a  considerable  extent,  to  dis- 
place the  educated  classes  from  their 
natural  position  as  the  leading  servants 
of  the  public  in  local  and  political 
affairs.  There  is  a  chasm  between 
them  and  the  surrounding  peasantry 
which  is  rarely  crossed ;  and  the  peas- 
antry would  ccrtniuly  refuse  to  recog- 
nise in  the  gentry  the  champions  or 
representatives  of  their  own  interests. 

It  was  one  of  the  boasts  of  the 
authors  of  the  French  Revolution  that 
thev  had  destroyed  the  spirit  of  cagtt, 
and  had  substituted  for  it  that  Equality 
and  Fraternity  which  are  still  inscribed 
upon  the  ruins  of  Paris.  By  caste  Is 
meant  certain  divisions  in  society, 
bused  on  religious  or  social  observances, 
which  are  absolutely  exclusive  and  self- 
contained,  and  arrogate  to  themselves 
a  superiority  which  their  fellow-crea- 
tures and  fellow-countrymen  arc  forbid- 
den t->  share.  .  .  .  But  the  spirit 
of  caste  is  not  confined  to  nobles,  or 
priests,  or  lawyers.  It  may  exist  Just 
as  strongly,  and  spread  over  a  broader 
area,  in  the  ranks  of  the  people.  We 
say,  then,  that  it  does  exist,  and  witii 
great  intensity,  in  modern  France. 
The  revolution  which  destroyed  the 
upper  castes  of  society  created  the 
lower — quite  as  exclusive,  miite  as  in* 
tolerant,  quite  as  tyraumcal.  The 
peasants  of  France  form  a  dominant 
caste  in  the  rural  districts.  The  work- 
men fonn  a  dominant  caste  in  the 
towns.    Neither  of  these  bodies  of  men 
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will    endure    tlie    rlidilivt    interference  traded  attention  "wherever  Freed] 

>vil]!  their  notion*  df  privilege.     NeitJuT  newspapers  circulate  iiml  (In:  French 

cf  them  will  vurl    l„;_y,md  II te.e-n,  ]m,,nll,,v    \.-    rwl(i."       "Almost    con- 

;. ml    prejlidleis     of    llicir    own     order.  '""rju  n1             v                                " 

H.itli   ur'.  alike,  j-iilous  of   each  ..rht-r,  tempnranconsly     a     selection    from 

and  of  any  other  kind   of  mj- ■rii.ritv.  them    translated    into    English    ap- 

Tloth  regard  any  departure  from   their  ppared,"    the    translator    continues, 

own    peculiar   lml.il.   and    pursuit*   is.  ,.  ;„    the    >  j)aj,       KewB-.      -Wherever 

^aeTu^iu'^j;1;1!,,.;!:^1;,  ^t  « -1  <»-°  rn",;t!r 

ih  long  ns  Hk  U  interest*  are  identical,  furnished  matter  for  talk  and    dis- 

aiid  as  long  us  there  is  a  perfect  equal-  cussion."      It   is   thus   with    a    book 

ity   between   tln-in  :    hut  as  mini  as  any  whj^J,    ]las    ),c(;n    c i r c i ilu tetl,    talked 

man   is  in   a   l> . . , . ■  i : j- ,>i    t  -    plnv  ■. .re  ,       ,          ,   f,mn„lt.,l|...j   „pori  by  tlio 

c  iii.-picni.ilis     ]■:.[■!      Ill     llif     .■..Illilvv,     lie  "''!'          ,             ,  ,          *         .    - 

ceases   to    he    one    o[    tliemsclves,    mid  "'hole  civilised    world— for  wherever 

they   no    lotieyr    Ini-l     him.      They    re-  civilisation    exists    cither    1  rcmli    or 

gard   Iiitu,  on   tlie  contrarv,   n-iili   euw,  English  must  he  known  and  read — 

jealousy,    iiml    aversion.      Tills    is    pre-  tuat  wt,  haTe  ,0  do       Atl()   Buch   „n 

ssa.!S1,ff;„1'.,.'..r',:.ni"  :™s3  >***•  ™fh! to  ta  «"»*■« 

tlie    democracy  of    France    would    pro-  to   cull    the  readers    grave,   and    m- 

liablr   he  aurjiriseil    if    lliev   knew   tluit  deed     almost     reverential,     attention 

we  laid    to    their    charge  "prcrl-ely   the  to  opinions   ;o  widely  received,   and 

same  vice  of   c\<  li^ivui.-s.-    wIuch    lliey  ,i;i     ,        .,,-,    ,],  ,,1,1    i;i;p1T    to    in- 

imputed   lo    Lin.:    old    ari.-locrun    and    the  h"n    '''      ""."  "''     llI,(1->      '",    '" 

nu!j]lls..  *  fluence  the  miad  of  the  world  re- 
specting us  to  an  unusual  degree, 
and  to  fli  for  ever  any  of  the  lines  of 

How  true    this    is,  and    how  pro-  our  traditionary  character  which  may 

found  is  the  division  thus   made  in  hnvo  begun  to  wane  or  grow  faint, 

the  available  forces  of  the  country.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  painful  to 

everybody  will   ajrrcc  who  has   any  be  obliged   to   state  that  M.  Taine's 

acquaintance    with    France    at    the  impressions  of  us  are  not  generally 

present  crista  of  her  history.  agreeable.     There  are  many  points 

SI.    Taine's*    book  about  England  in    which    he    commends    us.      Ho 

is  about  as  different  as  it  is  possible  admires  our  babies  and  our  young 

to  conceive  from  Mr.   Reeve's  book  women  ;    lio   gives   a   very  pleasant 

about  France.      It  is  somewhat  dif-  view  of  our  universities,  and  a  fair 

ficult    to   understand    how  a  writer  one  of  our  public-  schools;  be  is  half 

whose    reputation  is    so  great,   and,  touched,    half    amused,    and  wholly 

we  believe,  so  well   deserved,  should  surprised,  by  our  ideas  of  hospitality  ; 

have  ventured  to  commit  himself  to  and  the  same  effect  is  produced  upon 

many  of  the  statements  audaciously  him   by    our    domestic    institutions, 

given  to  the  world  in  this  very  droll  the  romantic  ideas    about   marriage 

volume;    or  how  a  man  capable  of  which  be  finds  to  be    general,   and 

the  real  comprehension  which  shows  the  wonderful  machinery  of  comfort 

itself  here  and  there,    should    have  of  which  be  speaks  in  curious  detail, 

rendered  his  hook  ridiculous  by  the  as  we  might   speak  of  the  odd  sur- 

rash  and  foolish  adoption   of  many  roundings  of  a  South  Sea  Islander, 

of  the  stories  wilh  which  wags  every-  Rut  to  modify  these  favourable  im- 

Vfhere  play  on  a  stranger's  credulity,  pressions    there    are    a    gTeat  many 

TliCfo  notes,  we  are  informed,  were  winch  are  not  favourable.     First,  as 

originally  published  in  the  '  Temps,'  a  general  principle,  he  sets  us  down 

and,    according   to   the    preface,    at-  as  a  race  of  specially  marked  carni- 

.  t  *  Notes  on  England,    By  H,  Tainc,  D.C.L.  Oxon.    Btnuian  &  Co.,  London. 
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vora,  from  the  fact  of  our  long  sharp    ncrs,  just  as  the  fat,  fresh-coloured 
ogre-like  teeth,  which  he  declares  to    Englishman  in  the  railway  carriage 
be  universal,  and  which,  he  allows,    whispers  roast-beef  in  every  line  of 
he  finds  it  quite  impossible  to  en-    him.  So  far  does  he  carry  this  theory, 
dure  ;  and  of  our  fleshiness,  redness,    that  after  informing  us  what  are  the 
puffiness,  and  voracity.     lie  dislikes    wages    of    agricultural    labourers — 
our  food,  which  is  not  wonderful —    nine,    ten,   rarely    twelve    shillings 
and  our  dress,  which  we  may  also    a-week — he  adds  a  piece  of  informa- 
allow  to  pass  as  an  objection  which    tion  which  would  very  much  puzzle 
was  to  be  expected  ;    but  what  is    these    unfortunates.      u  Since    agri- 
somewhat  odd  is  that,  notwithstand-    culture  has  been  transformed,"  he 
ing  all  the  conventional  amount  of    says,   "  the  tastes  of  the  stomach 
fog  which  we  expect  in  a  French-    have  altered.     Fifty  years  ago  meat 
man's  picture  of  England,  he  finds    was  a  luxury  among  the  peasants; 
the  hues  of  our  landscapes  as  violent    they  ate  it  but    once  a-week  ;    in 
as  the  hues  of  our  garments,  and    winter  they  had  salt  meat  only ;  now 
objects  to  the  herbage  as  ho  objects    they  require  fresh  meat  every  day." 
to  the  young  ladies  in  Hyde  Park.        This  extreme  carnivorousness  pro- 
"  The  colours  are  false  and  discord-    duces,  as  is  natural,  an  absence  of 
ant,"  he  says ;   "  the    turnip-leaves    sensibility,  which  is  displayed  even 
have  a  violet  or  harsh  green,  the    in  the  most  delicate  individuals  of 
light  plants  shine  in  the  sun  with  a    the  species.     Those  long  walks  and 
display  too  dazzling  and  too  slight    rides  which  arc  made  possible  by 
The  country  resembles  a  large  manu-    that  "  rude,  unfeeling  health  which 
factory  of  fodder,  the  vestibule  of  a    startles  delicate  foreign  ladies,"  are  to 
dairy  or  a  slaughter-house."     "The    our  girls  what  fiery  wines  and  spirits 
country  is  all  verdure,"  he  complains    are  to  their  brothers  and  fathers— 
again ;  "  the  eyes  are  satiated,  glut-    an    instance    of    the  constitutional 
ted  with  it."     In  another  place  there    heaviness  which   requires    extreme 
arc  groups  of  plants,  rhododendrons,    stimulants   to  rouse  it      And  the 
which    overwhelm    him — they    are    same    reason    makes    "even  ladies 
tayond  nature.    *'  Sometimes,  indeed,    remain,  out  of  choice,  in  the  wind 
the  effect  is  too  strong — in  the  sun    and  rain,  exposed  to  be  blown  about 
it  is  overpowering ;  the  incomparable    and  drenched.     The  inclemency  of 
verdure  then  assumes  tones  so  rich    the    weather    pleases    them."      All 
and  intense   that    they    cannot    bo    these    eccentricities,   in  M.   Taine's 
transferred  to  canvas ;   they  would    opinion,    u  denote  senses  less    deli- 
offend  the  mind,  they  would  be  too    cato"   than    those  of    his  country- 
raw."     This  strikes  us  as  rather  an    folks.       The    men    find    Bordeaux 
unkind   cut,   for  if    there  was   one    and  Burgundy  insipid  for  a  similar 
thing    in    which    we    believed    we    reason.       "Amongst     the     middle 
might  innocently  rejoice  as  an  attri-    class,  ale,  stout,  or  porter  are  pre- 
butc  of  England  which   no  foreign    ferred,  especially  brandy-and-water, 
critic  eoidd    object  to,   it  was  our    a  kind  of  grog  in  which  the  half  is 
greenness,    our    homely    bloom    of    spirit;    to  please  them  it  is  neces- 
nature.      But    M.    Tube's  mind  is    sary  that  the  beverage  should  be 
evidently  possessed  with  a  theory  in    rough   or  fiery — their  palate  must 
respect  to  English  feeding,   against    be  either  scratched  or  scraped."    Tbe 
which   such  feeble  things  as  facts    same  robustness  and  unsusceptible 
would    have    but     small      chance,    nature  acts  in  a  still  more  decided 
He    sees    milk    and    meat    in    the    way   in  another    point.      aA   skil- 
landscape  ;  it  breathes  of  heavy  din-    ful  physician  who  prescribes  for  a 
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Frenchman  does  not  give  him  more  certain  delightful  thrill  of  new  son- 
than  half  a  dupe;  the  English  dose  salion  in  finding  himself  thus  re- 
would  be  too  strong   for   him,   and  garded. 

would  hurt  him.  An  Englishman  Gut,  at  all  events,  whether  or 
often  keeps  calomel  by  him,  and  not  Ids  readers  may  be  ready  to 
takes  a  pill  of  it  when  ho  fuels  his  p!iiy  this  part  of  typical  English- 
head  rather  heavy  ;  the  medicines  men,  M.  Taine  has  shown  himself 
hero  might  be  compounded  for  capable  of  the  role  of  typical  French- 
French  horses.''  Everything  proves  man,  to  us  a  much  more  amusing 
this  force  of  via  inertia,  which  personage.  He  moves  about  with 
requires  exceptional  measures  to  (plain  t  briskness,  taking  up  su- 
rouse  it  to  any  sort  of  feeling.  One  perfkial  details  and  generalising 
of  II.  Taine's  many  friends  who  upon  them  with  a  cleverness  that 
communicate  to  him  the  doubtful  is  delightful.  His  quick  outside 
advantage  of  their  observations,  is  observations,  his  lively  pen,  his  at- 
profoundly  struck  with  this  "inert-  tention  always  on  the  strain,  and 
ness  of  the  nervous  system"  in  the  rapid  conclusions  he  comes  to 
witnessing  a  game  of  cricket  on  on  such  amusingly  slight  ground, 
Kew  Green.  "Seven  or  eight  are  all  perfectly  characteristic.  M. 
English  boys  were  there  pitching  Taine  sees  among  his  private  friends 
the  ball,"  he  says,  with  evident  a  good  many  portfolios  of  drawings, 
understanding.  "'•  Certainly  they  and  is  aware  that  in  Rotten  Row 
could  not  help  blundering  or  miss-  twenty  limes  as  many  ladies  appear 
ing  now  and  then  ;  yet  during  up-  on  horseback  as  are  to  be  seen  in 
wards  of  an  hour  and  a  half  there  the  Bois  de  Boulogne.  From  these 
was  not  a  single  cry,  not  a  single  two  indisputable  facts  he  draws  the 
remark  made  in  a  loud  voice,  and  perfectly  rcii  son  able  conclusion  that 
in  a  tone  of  reproach.  They  pitched  "  there  are  always  one  or  two 
the  ball  about,  changed  places,  pointers  in  water-colours  in  a  family, 
doing  it  all  with  the  utmost  cool-  and  every  one  rides  on  horseback 
Nt'SN,  and  in  perfect  silence."  once  a-day."  Again,  he  is  aware 
Tins  is  the  fmudalion  theory  in  that  iinj-dish  marriages  are,  or  are 
M.  Taine's  mind  about  England;  a  supposed  to  be,  generally  love  mar- 
great  inert  jj-hint,  gorging  heavily,  riages,  and  that  the  eldest  son  is, 
finding  it  difficult  to  put  himself  in  after  the  father,  the  head  of  a 
motion,  rousing:  himself  by  strong  family;  and  generalising  from  this 
potations,  by  violent  exercise,  into  ho  arrives  at  another  conclusion  in 
a  dull  sort  of  qwi»i  life,  is  to  him  respect  to  the  young  ladies  of  Eng- 
the  impersonation  of  an  English-  land,  which  is  so  charming  that  it  is 
man.  The  figure  is  something  like  a  thousand  pities  it  should  not  bo 
Ihe  Brobdingnagian  of  Gulliver,  true.  1LIn  order  to  marry,"  hesays, 
Largeness,  gross  structure,  and  '■  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  feel 
heavy  ways,  necessitate  violence  in  a  passion.  Many  do  not  marry  in 
everything  that  gives  the  monster  consequence  of  a  thwarted  inelina- 
what  ho  colls  pleasure.  Therefore  tion,  and  wiUinue  t,>  lite  with  their 
bis  very  turnip- leaves  get  to  be  eldt»t  brother."  We  need  add  no- 
like  copper  foil,  his  wmnenkiud  thing  to  a  picture  so  enchanting, 
require  to  dazzle  him  with  colour,  Imagination  immediately  conjures 
his  sports  have  to  be  tremendous  up  before  us  a  number  of  sweet 
fatigues.  Nothing  less  will  move  country  -  houses  whore  the  ladies 
him.  The  languid  Englishman  of  who  have  not  "felt  a  passion,"  or 
the  nineteenth   century  must  feel  a  who     have    had     their    inclinations 
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thwarted,  continue  to  live  with  somewhat  opposed  to  the  necessity 
their  eldest  brother.  *  Talk  of  of  "feeling  a  passion"  in  order  to 
family  union  in  France  !  If  we  marry.  It  is  told  to  illustrate  an- 
may  take  it  on  M.  Taine's  word,  other  peculiarity  of  our  character, 
we  are  on  this  point  the  most  the  sensible  way  in  which  our  girls 
superior  people  on  the  face  of  the  prepare  for  the  contingencies  of  un- 
earth.    A  great  many  sketches  of    married  life.     "  N ,  who  comes 

the   position  of    unmarried   women  to  England  every  year,  visited  one 

in    England    have    been    presented  of  his  old  friends,  wealthy,  and  the 

to    us  by  persons    very  intimately  father  of  a  family,  who  said  to  him, 

concerned,     but    none    so    delight-  '  I  am  put  out ;  my  daughter  Jane 

ful    as    this.         At    another    place  is    twenty -four,    does    not   marry, 

our  author  tells  that  of  the  many  frequently  shuts  herself  up  in  the 

English   girls    uwho    remain    spin-  library,     and    reads    solid    works.' 

sters — some    are    in    almost    every  'What  dower  will  you  give  her?' 

family,   the  position  of  aunt  being  '  Two  thousand  pounds.'     'And  your 

very    well    filled.       They    help    to  sons?'     'The  eldest  will  have  the 

rear    the    children,     superintend    a  estate  ;   the  second,   a  mine  which 

part    of    the    household,    preserve-  yields  two  thousand  pounds.'     '  Give 

making     or     the    linen  -  cupboard,  five  thousand  pounds  to  Miss  Jane.' 

make    herbariums,   paint    in  water-  This  phrase  opened  up  vistas  to  the 

colours,  read,  write,  become  learned."  father  ;  ho  gave  her  the  five  thou- 

Jt  is  with  difficulty  that    we  tear  sand  pounds.     Miss  Jane  has  been 

ourselves    from    this    amiable    pre-  married,   she  has  a  baby ;  she  was 

sentation  of  the  English  people  in  made  to  be  a  mother ;  it  would  have 

their  family  life.     M.  Taine  is  very  been  a  pity  to  have  convertod  her 

fond  of   painting  in   water-colours,  into  a  learned,  spectacled  spinster." 

Had  ho  but  seen  the  epitaph  of  tho  "  As  for  me,"  adds  M.  Taine,  "  what 

famous  Mrs.  Jones,  who  possessed  I  admire  here  is  the  coolness,  the 

that    quality,    and    who    was    first  good  sense,  the  courage  of  the  young 

cousin  to  the  Earl  of  Cork,  as  all  girl,  who,  seeing  herself  in  a  blind 

readers  are  aware,  what  a  diverting  alley,   alters  her  course  without  a 

little    commentary  would    he  have  murmur  and  silently  sets  herself  to 

made  upon  the  connection  so  char-  study."     This,  of  course,  as  we  all 

acteristic  of  the  English  people  be-  know,  is  the  habit  of  girls  in  Eng- 

tween  a  favourite    accomplishment  land.     Twenty-four,  perhaps,  is  an 

and    an    invisible    reward !       "  She  early  age  to  begin  ;    but  there  or 

was  bland,  affable,  and  deeply  reli-  thereabouts,  the  young  women  who 

gious ;  she  painted  in  water-colours,  have  not  felt  a  passion,   and  who 

and  of    such   are   the   kingdom   of  intend  to  continue  to  live  with  their 

heaven."    How  truly  would  all  the  eldest    brother,    betake  themselves 

characteristic  English  qualities  have  to   "  solid  works"   in    the  paternal 

been   embodied  to  the  French  ob-  library.     We  hope  they  do  not  all 

server  in  this  memorable  cnumera-  become  members  of  the  Social  Sci- 

tion !  the  aristocratic  sentiment,  tho  ence    Association,    however,    as  M. 

love  of    occupation,    the    reference  Taine  vaguely  and  terribly  hints; 

to    an    unseen    world ;    would  that  but  we  cannot  refrain  from  thanking 

some  of  his  many  friends  had  thrown  him,   with  a  deep   sense  of  obliga- 

this   masterpiece  of    mortuary   elo-  tion,    for  this  novel    and  touching 

tjuence  in  the  philosopher's  way  !  picture  of  the  English  girl. 

Another  of  his  highly  character-  Before,   however,   leaving  the  In* 

stic  English  anecdotes,  however,  is  teresting  subject  of    English  girls, 
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we   may  be  allowed  to  remonstrate  Surely  there  is  something  to  be  said 

tenderly   with   M.   Tains   for    some  for  them. 

little  external  mistakes  which,  from  We  fear  that  in  our  devotion  to 
a  man  who  understands  English  M.  Tainc  we  may  exhaust  the  pati- 
feminine  character  and  habits  so  ene.e  of  our  renders  ;  but  there  are  a 
thoroughly,  and  who  is  at  the  same  few  of  his  observations  still  which 
time  a  Frenchman,  bound  by  his  are  much  too  good  to  lose.  Here  is 
nationality  to  be  observant  of  dress  a  MOM;  for  instnniL'o,  which  we  have 
and  appearance,  and  professing  him-  never  had  the  gratification  to  behold 
self  so,  we  have  found  disappoint-  ourselves,  but  which  must  be,  since 
ing.  Did  ho  ever  really  meet  with  so  lively  an  observer  vouches  for  it. 
young  ladies  walking  in  Hyde  Park,  "In  the  fashionable  neighbourhoods, 
with  "gloves  of  immaculate  white-  beneath  the  vestibule,  ahout  five 
ness,"  or  in  drosses  of  white  tulle  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  butler 
with  golden  nones ;  and  if  he  did  seated,  newspaper  in  hand,  sips  a 
so,  is  he  sure  they  were  not  maiden  glass  of  port;  around  him  ushers, 
chimney- sweeps  a- Maying,  or  ladies  corded  hu-ki;_vs,  footmen  with  their 
of  some  passing  circus  ?  And  then  sticks,  gar.e  with  an  indolent  and 
it  is  unkind  of  him  to  find  fault  lordly  air  upon  the  middle-class 
with  "the  extraordinary  white"  of  passers-by.  .  ,  .  These  are  the 
a  lady's  shoulders,  which,  though  favourites  of  creation,  the  best 
"the  petals  of  a  lily,  the  gloss  of  fed,  the  most  easy-going,  all  cho- 
satin,  do  in  -r  come  near  it,  is  not  sen  and  picked  in  order  to  act 
lifelike,"  he  says;  to  his  eyes;  and  as  specimens  of  the  nation's  phy- 
la speak,  with  his  usual  horror  of  si'iuc."  We  should  like  much  to 
bright  colours,  of  a  "white  row  of  see  such  a  group  through  the 
teeth"  like  "  a  crude  patch  on  rod  open  door  of  a  house  in  Mayfair. 
lips."  Coffee-colour  may  bo  a  bet-  What  an  opportunity  it  would  be 
ter  colour  for  wear,  but  red  and  for  a  painter  1  M,  Taine  has  a 
whitehavea  traditionary  acceptance  complete  understanding  of  the  Eng- 
among  men,  as  the  most  desirable  lish  domestic  and  his  privileges.  On 
hues     for     complexion.     "  A     rose-  the  Derby  day,  ho  tells  us,  all  classes 

coloured  dress,  wreath  of  red  llowers,    mingle.       "  P ,  one  of  our  party, 

green  trimmings,  and  a,  golden  neck'  has  met  his  usual  coachman  at  table 
lace  around  the  throat  like  a  savage  with  a  gentleman,  two  ladies,  and  a 
queen,"  may  be  an  objectionable  child.  The  gentleman  had  employ- 
toilet  to  those  who  are  so  uufortu-  ed,   and  then  invited,  the  coachman. 

nate  as  to  meet  with  it ;  but  "  a  neck    The    coachman    introduces    P , 

and  shoulders  resembling   snow,  or  who  is  amicably  compelled  to  drink 

rather  mother-of-pearl,'1  have  a  good  port,  sherry,  stout,  and  ale.     In  fact, 

deal  to  be   said  for  them.      We  do  to-day,    it     is     hail-fellow-well-met ; 

not    make   any   protest   against  the  but  this  lasts  for  a  day  only,  after 

condemnation  of   English  wives,  who  the  manner  of  the  ancient  saturnalia, 

though   faithful    and    virtuous^,  are  l)n  the  morrow    the  distinctions  of 

wearisome,  M.  Tainc  thinks,  "have  rank  will  be  as  strong  as  ever,  and 

no     talent    fur    making    themselves  the  coachman  will  be  respectful  and 

fascinating   and    enticing    at   home;  distant,  as  is  his  wont"      It  is  very 

are  unacquainted  with  a  number  of  odd  to  us  how  the  English  translator 

line   and   delicate   graces,"   and   are  could  have  handed   on   such  a  pas- 

not  clever  enough  to  invent  "  minor  sage  as  this  to  an  English  audience, 

means  of  reawakening  love  ur  fond-  without  a   remonstrance  or  a  word 

ness"— but  their   white    shoulders!  of  explanation.     If  such   traveller's 
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talcs  aro  accepted  as  gospel  wherever  buttered  toast ;  but  he  describes  the 
the  French  language  is  read,  it  is  but  u  large  portions  of  fat  meat  and 
right  that  a  mild  protest  should  some-  vegetables  without  sauce,"  which 
times  meet  the  author's  ear,  when  the  were  served  up  to  him  in  u  twenty 
medium  of  communication  is  English,  taverns"  in  succession,  with  an  in- 
The  Derby  day  altogether,  however,  ternal  shudder  which  it  is  easy 
seems  to  have  made  a  very  bewilder-  enough  to  understand, 
ing  impression  on  M.  Taine ;  and  it  This  book  contains  also  some  ex- 
is  clear  that  his  ideas  of  what  is  traordinary  economical  statements, 
meant  by  the  word  "gentleman,"  which  prove  a  not  unnatural  con- 
must  have  grown  confused  in  the  fusion  of  another  kind.  "Fifteen 
midst  of  the  crowd.  The  evident  hundred  pounds  of  income,"  says 
mistakes  of  our  author  in  this  re-  M.  Taine,  when  describing  the  life 
spect,  indeed,  reveal  to  us  a  very  of  well-to-do  families  in  England, 
likely  way  of  accounting  for  some  of  "three  to  four  horses,  two  carriages, 
his  blunders ;  for  a  great  deal  of  six  servants,  a  gardener.  The  same 
misapprehension  is  likely  the  mo-  style  of  living,"  he  adds  with  charm- 
ment  it  becomes  possible  that  the  ing  simplicity,  "  would  require  nearly 
observer  has  transposed  the  manners  the  same  outlay  in  France"  Where 
of  one  class  into  the  atmosphere  of  is  the  happy  spot  to  be  found  whoro 
another.  A  very  droll  story,  which  a  family  can  do  all  this  upon  fifteen 
is  current  in  Oxford,  throws  partial  hundred  a  year !  On  another  page 
light  also  upon  another  way  in  we  are  informed  that  "  to  keep  three 
which  life  may  have  been  travestied  horses  and  a  carriage  costs  nearly 
to  the  Frenchmen.  A  great  Ox-  £200  a-ycar!"  One  more  anecdote 
ford  Don,  whom  it  is  unnecessary  about  expenditure,  and  wo  have 
to  name,  went  to  the  chief  inn  of  done  with  the  absurd  side  of  M. 
the  place,  according  to  this  story,  Taine' s  book.  He  has  just  informed 
to  seek  the  distinguished  stranger,  his  readers  that  he  had  seen  a  collec- 
and  found  him  at  dinner,  consum-  tion  of  works  of  art,  belonging  to 
ing  with  what  appetite  he  might  a  Lord  Hereford  (query,  Hertford?)  and 
plate  of  roast-beef  accompanied  by  adds,  in  pure  wantonness  of  know- 
Imttered  toast.  "  What  is  that  you  ledge,  the  following  wonderful  story : 
aro  eating?"  asked  the  astonished  "In  1848,  he  (Lord  H.)  said  to  one 
Don.  "It  is  quite  right — it  is  the  of  his  French  friends,  greatly  disgust- 
dish  of  the  country,"  said  the  visitor,  cd  and  a  little  put  out, — *  I  have 
pointing  out  to  the  amazed  beholder  a  mansion  in  Wales  which  I  have 
the  carte,  upon  which  "  roast-beef  never  seen ;  but  which,  I  am  told, 
and  potatoes  was  inscribed.  Pot-  is  very  fino.  Every  day,  dinner  for 
a-toes,  as  the  reader  will  sec  if  he  twelve  is  served  there,  and  the  car- 
tries,  when  pronounced  quickly  riage  drawn  up  at  the  door,  in  case 
with  a  distinct  emphasis  on  the  I  should  arrive.  The  butler  eats 
first,  and  a  moderate  one  on  the  the  dinner.  Oo  thither,  make  your- 
last  syllable,  sounds  extremely  liko  self  at  home;  you  see  that  it  will 
buttered  toast.  As  such  the  waiter  not  cost  you  a  farthing.' "  M. 
had  understood  the  order ;  and  tho  Taino's  comment  upon  this  astound- 
philosopher  consumed  tho  greasy  ing  story  is  quaintly  calm  and  cora- 
accompaniment  with  distress,  but  posed.  Ho  is  not  surprised  by  it- 
complacency,  making  his  notes  all  he  knows  the  English  too  well  to 
the  time  on  tho  terrible  habitudes  be  surprised  by  anything.  "Natur- 
of  this  flesh-consuming  people.  He  ally,"  he  says,  "  fine  things  accumu- 
says  nothing,   certainly,   about  the  late  in  these  wealthy  hands." 
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All  this  nonsonso  is  a  great  deal 

moro  ainii-i]iT  loan   nood  sense,  and  '■,  - 

c.™.,™,,,,,-; w»  i„.„  ,»™,i,  mi  i;::7;i1°,,,l,;:,,l'l;;;,',,,"rj™T.S 

ourselves  mom    (,i  do   justiec   to  Our  tin;  liotluc   callj. ili-J    iniJcr  St.    Louis. 

French  visilnr's  real  i-le,ir-siglit.cdi]cKs  In    ncconlamx   with    the    tliftcrL-iicu    of 

and  power  of  iuili'i  in' whi'iiliiirtuHi^cs     tentitnenl.  Mi ■iTi-mmy  ami  Hie  cdillce 

„iUdEotori,i„»u,i,,^dofb^  ff^ruS'SsriCf^ss 

guided    iiy  C and   B and  fortiriod.      Now,     In    iny    opinion,    that 

B ,  dt'Iuiliii^iiiil  nils,  n  hull  have  occurs  litre:   a   duv-lnlionrer,  ■    mason, 

wrought  him  meikle  woo.      When  ho  a  fcnipsiri.^^,  wlir.  leave  this  service,  enr- 

is  on  more  serious  ground,  and  hid     '">'  :,'hl\ t!":"1 , >'  imp"-'*-'"™  si,il.,l 

„.      a     ■  .,  ..      ,b.     ,  ',.  ,  lO      In:     III-    llli.i-     "         lull-     ]'!.CI II    VH1TUO 

mmd  is  really  culled  into  action,  the  IM(ill|1  llf  .,„  „„,.,„,    ,  ,.rl(lll  1lrlt  „,,.„. 

effect  is  very  diltm-nf.      ilis  chapter  of  a  superior  onlrr.  ..f  invincible  justice. 

on  the  Universities  is  :i   linu  piece-  of  M"n.miT.    it    cuilivuti-d    man    can    sail, 

writing,    and  full  of  appreciation  of  llirawlt  l,csW*  tl"'"1  ■  1"'  is  ""'  repelled 

the,, ,  i„„„„ii.,»-, «,  ,,„«i.„d  i„  sj„sio,rPsislts„,,";.„fia 

terestm- to  siningors.  1  he  Church  parade,  po-turines.  net  marches,  and 
—though  he  makes  very  curious  re-  untii|iu>ti-i!  (-nviinmier-  whereof  the  eon- 
marks  about  it— Alls  him  with  re-  L'r^all.m  h.ive  ror^dtcu  Hi.:  meaning 
spect  on   the  whole.    The  music  at  gj  ^^^J-Jfg.^- 

the  evening  service   m  1\  esliiumstcr  H,,  ntlicialiui;  .-l-riiYiinTi  ci,..-s  in. I   nn,!.,- 

Abbey  attracts  his  profound  aduiira-  j,''.;iiiillt-Hioi^ ;    hi-  linirinii  in   Hint  of   a 

tion.      "Thus    understood,"  he  says  inn^istriito ;    except  the   surplice  ho   has 

"worship  is  the  opera  of    elevated,  ""'.i^'',  <>[  "■"-;,  «■»»  .»f"ri1^  t0  Ul" 

serou            1             Pn          „,      -bt  ■       -J    • 

he  means  no  uileiiec   by    his   use   of  holilin-  forth  w..rlhy  di-ciuiracs  to  you. 

thllt  word.      He  admires  the  Liturgy,  The    ceremony     is   a    moral    gatlicfliiK, 

which  is   "imposim;  nod    impassion-     "'"'re   the  cliuir n   speaks  in  u  pulpit, 

,d,  marked  I,,  „,„d,  jl.nli™  jjd  ™  ,£?  ff  !«£,£=  "«!*f  S 

R.  certain    Ilehr.ii.-    sublimity.  ■       1  he  .v-.r.-liip,  d.^-nia    i-    always    put    In    the 

clergy  interest   him  much  ;    (lie  eleri-  bneki;rr,utid ;      licfi.tv      every  Urine;      clue 

cal   profession  in   England  seems  to  t,ic   nct   "'"'    "m    w    ,ivc    rightly   arc 

him  a  career  similar  to  that   of  the  considered." 
French    magistracy.       This     resem- 
blance evidently  strikes  him  greatly 

for  he  returns  to  it  again  and  again.  We  doubt  whether  we  have  chosen 

moved,    as  is   very   natural,    by  the  wisely  in  presenting  the  reader  with 

extraordinary  diiferenco  between  the  this  curious  picture  of  our  national 

ordinary  class  of  priests  sprung  from  worship  from  a  point  of  view  so  dif- 

thc    people,    to  which    he   is   accus-  ferent  from  our  own  ;  but  there  is  a 

tomed,  and  the  rank  and  importance  certain   quaint  reality  about  it,  and 

of  the  Anglican  clergy.     He  is  very  it     is     interesting    as    the    genuine 

laudatory  of  our  religious    services,  opinion  of  a  non-Christian  philoso- 

commending  them    in  a  way  which  pher  of   the  nineteenth  century,  ig- 

would,  however,  liml,  we  fear',  hut  lit-  Hiring  the  Christianity  of  the  mutter 

tlefavoui-  in  the  eyes  of  religious  peo-  altogether,  and  judging    the  matter 

pie.     Here  is  his  view,  the  view  of  from  a  purely  moral  and  social  point 

a  French  philosopher  not  professing  of  view.     The  strange,  subtle,   pro- 

any  religion,  upon  the  matter : —  hably  unconscious  condescension  and 
respectful  patronage  of  1  his  judgment 

"Whatever    tic    the     religion    of    a  'a  very  noticeable ;  but  perhaps  the 

country,  church  is  the  place  to  which  reader  will  be  more    satisfied,  as  a 
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specimen  of  M.  Taine's  powers  of  England.  A  man  on  whom  Oxford 
understanding  the  higher  qualities  lately  hestowod  her  best  honorary 
of  England,  with  the  following  de-  distinction  should  at  least  have  con- 
scription of  a  court  of  justice : —  cealcd  his  ignorance,  or  what  is  still 
-The  reports  of  criminal  trials  must  worse,  his  superficial  acquaintance 
lie  perused  in  order  to  understand  to  Wltn  th«  country  which  thus  dis- 
what  a  degree  the  judge's  part  is  digni-  tinguished  him.  Ignorance  is  always 
fled  and  honourably  llllco.  Nor  can  pardonable,  but  protended  under- 
time be  detected  in  him  any  trace  of  standing  is  never  80.  No  doubt 
the  spirit  of  persecution,  the  sentiments  t  °  ,  ,  .  .  .  ,  ,, 
of  a  policeman,  the  dchire  to  inflict  ven-  manv  books  making  mistakes  equally 
gcancc  on  behalf  of  society,  the  instincts  absurd,  and  containing  conclusions 
of  a  hunter  warmed  by  the  chase  and  in-  equally  rash  and  hasty,  have  been 
tent  upon  securing  his  prey.  A  passage  concocted  in  England  on  the  subject 
winch  I  translate  says,  'that  the  pnn-  f  prenou  rilstomR  and  wavs-  and 
ciple  of  English  law  is,  that  a  man  0I  kronen  customs  ana  ways,  ana 
mifet  be  held  to  be  innocent  till  he  is  one  sucn,  the  volume  entitled  'Fair 
proved  to  be  guilty ;  the  burden  of  France,1  for  instance,  has  been  sug- 
proof  rests  altogether  upon  the  prosecu-  gestcd  to  us  as  affording  more  than 
tion.'  Contrary  to  the  French  rule  a  balance  to  the  foolishness  of  M. 
prisoner  may  keep  his  mouth  closed ;  m  •  T,  A  ,1  t  Ti  •  n  i  • 
he  is  not  bound  to  incriminate  himself;  Ta,ne-  But  then  'lair  France  is 
no  ofllccr  of  justice  of  whatever  degree  professedly  the  work  of  a  person 
is  entitled  to  extract  his  secret  from  knowing  little  of  France,  and  giving 
him  under  any  pretext  whatever.  Con-  her  first  impressions  of  a  country 
formably  to  this  rule  of  justice,  when  _,i-  u  „u»  \.««^««„v,i„  *u;„i,„  «« 
the  judge  pronounces  sentence,  he  does  *'h  ch.  sho>  pardonably,  thinks  as 
so  with  the  authority  and  with  the  im-  httle  known  to  all  the  world  as  it  is 
partiality  of  a  mind  thoroughly  con-  to  herself;  whereas  M.  Taine's  lucu- 
vinccd.  He  neither  declaims  nor  brations  are  given  to  us  as  the  re* 
indulges  in  invective.  He  neither  ^i^  of  iQ  nd  c]  ^  observation 
conceals  the  weak  points  of  the  cvi-  sullT  °{  lon6  anaf  Cl°™  ODservaaon 
denee  nor  exaggerate  the  points  be-  Inade  bv  a  philosopher,  who  is 
yond  dispute,  lie  weighs  his  words,  pledged  by  that  very  name  to  ex- 
translating  his  carefully  formed  opinion  amine  all  his  grounds  and  provo 
into  clear  language ;  and  when  he  adds  them      bcforo    he     gjveg    forth    hig 

moral   condemnation  to  the  legal  sen-     -*    '  „„+      »r ** .    -~*    *~    ~    1 

tcnee,  the  gravity  and  nobleness  of  his  Judgment.     Maga  has   not   to  seek 

tones  are  worthy  of  all  praise.    More  farther  than  her  own  pages  for  views 

than   once  I  have  thought  that  if  Jus-  of  French  society  which  show  very 

tie?  herself  had  a  voice  she  would  speak  different    power    of     understanding 

thus     The  man  himself  is  transformed  and    apprecJation.     And    the    book 

into  the  simple  organ  of  truth  and  rec-  ,  .  ,    *  F  ^      "          y.        ,7     ^^^ 

titude.    The  prisoner  at  the  bar  cannot  which  we  have    mentioned  in    con- 

help  bowing    before  such   a  j>owcr   as  junction  with  that  of  M.  Taine— the 

this,  and  assenting  to  the  justice  of  his  essays  of  Mr.  Reeve — shows  at  one© 

sentence.    I  know   no   other  spectacle  an  enormous  fundamental  difference 

which  can  as  solemnly  imprint  in  men  s  •      *i       i*     r  i          11*         1                » 

minds  veneration  for  the  law."  ln   tl.ie   English  and  trench  way  of 

treating  the  foreigner.  To  Mr. 
Thi.s  very  just  and  well-merited  Reeve,  France  is  a  great  country 
eulogy  shows  that  M.  Taine  is  ca-  thoroughly  well  known,  with  a  his- 
pable  of  understanding  and  ap-  tory  which  his  readers  are  acquaint- 
preciatfog  the  profound  difference  ed  with,  a  country  whose  politics 
between  our  social  economy  and  even  are  known  to  us,  and  about 
that  of  his  own  country.  Rut  we  which  it  is  something  like  disgrace- 
can  not  think  that  such  a  book  as  ful  to  make  any  glaring  mistake, 
this  will  raise  his  reputation  among  Totally  different  is  M.  Taine's  man- 
hi.s  countrymen,  and  it  will  ccr-  ner  of  approaching  England.  Many 
tainly    do    it    essential    damage   in  travellers,  no  doubt,  before  him  have 
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made  incursions  into  this  barbarous  composition.  But  it  cannot  bo  de- 
islaud.  Yet  ho  feds  that  to  his  nied  that  it  is  very  amusing.  The 
readers  it  is  pretty  much  what  an  pictures  are  as  bright  as  youth  and 
island  in  the  South  Seas  might  be.  high  spirits  and  a  certain  friendly 
Upon  the  few  meagre  tacts  that  aro  impartiality  in  respect  to  morals 
known  about  England  he  feels  him-  and  manners  in  savage  lands  can 
self  perfectly  safe  to  generalise,  lie  make  them.  The  shining  and  glow- 
is  an  explorer  more  than  an  obsor-  ing  sea,  bluer  than  tile  Mediterra- 
ver.  He  goes  about  with  his  note-  nean — the  groat  coral-reefs  with 
hook,  gravely  putting  down  the  de-  "rollers"  breaking  o\er  them — the 
tails  of  the  oarage  life,  according  as  lovely  flowery  islands  with  their 
they  appear  to  him  ;  con  fusing  ideas,  mountains  ami  picturesque  rooks — 
Diixing  up  the  habits  of  Liu-  bagman  the  merry  mob  of  sinking,  danoing, 
with  those  of  the  patrician,  and  smiling,  improper  islanders,  men 
gravely  recording  as  characteristic  and  women, — are  all  set  before  us 
indications  of  national  life,  the  be-  with  a  reality,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
wildortnents  which  arise  among  the  a  levity  which  will  provoke  the 
subjects  of  his  commentary  out  of  gravest  reader  into  a  smile — all  the 
his  own  mistakes.  We  are  afraid  more  when  he  reflects  how  different 
that,  until  England  ceases  to  be  a  have  been  all  Ids  previous  oppor- 
savago  and  unexplored  country  to  tunitics  of  making  acquaintance  with 
the  Frenchman,  the  same  mistakes  them.  The  story  of  the  Earl  and 
lire  likely  to  continue  to  happen:  the  Doctor  is  di-cidtnlly  (In-  f.ii'thest 
but  they  ought  not  to  be  propounded  remove  possible  from  a  missionary 
by  the  hand  of  a  meant — a  man  report;  and  though  it  is  easy  to 
who  has  had  the  honour  of  being  imagine  how  these  simple  yel  subtle 
proposed  for  the  Academy,  and  who  islanders,  overflowing  with  natural 
writes  himself  D.C.L.  of  Oxford,  amiability,  should  have  furnished 
In  such  a  connection  they  become  the  most  delightful  roll  of  easy  con- 
doubly  mischievous  and  absurd.  versions,  yet  it  is  almost  impossi- 
Out  of  these  strange  travesties  of  hie  to  doubt  that  the  account  of 
our  own  everyday  life,  it  is  amusing  them  from  the  other  side  of  the 
to  find  ourselves,  all  at  once,  in  real  question,  presented  to  us  in  this 
savage  lands,  in  islands  of  actual  free  and-ea-sy  way,  is  more  reliable 
barbarians,  so  far  off  and  so  little  than  many  graver  narratives.  Our 
known  as  almost  to  justify  an  ex-  present  traveller'.-  bustiin  al  Tahiti; 
rdorer,  if  fie  be  no  minded,  in  evolv-  and  when  wo  think  of  the  very 
lng  a  great  deal  out  of  his  own  inner  grave  questions  that  were  nearly 
consciousness,  certain  that  a  long  arising  at  one  time  on  the  subject 
time,  at  least,  must  elapse  before  he  of  the  French  protectorate,  and  the 
can  be  found  out.  The  Karl  and  royal  lights  of  Queen  I'omare,  that 
tbo  Doctor,  however,  who  have  past  commotion  locks  extremely  like 
thus  communicated  to  us  their  a  farce  in  the  light  of  this  picture 
views  upon  the  South  Sea  Islands,*  of  the  gonial  Tuhilians  and  their 
approach  their  subject  in  a  much  ways.  The  yacht  and  its  masters 
more  genial  spirit  than  that  of  the  afterwards  explored  all  the  Society 
French  philosopher.  The  hook  is  Islands,  and  several  others— each 
not  in  the  least  a  book  to  be  re  com-  more  beautiful,  more  bright,  amla- 
mended;  it  is  a  pieco  of  rollicking  ble,  and  gay  than  its  predecessors — 
youthful  ness,  fast,  "slangy,"  and  where  they  collected  innumerable, 
indifferent  to  all  rules  of  reason  and  curiosities,    the   productions   of   the 

•  South  Sen  Bubbles.     By  the  Earl  and  Uio  Doctor.     London :  Bcntlcy. 
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islands,  rare  specimens  of  birds,  and  night"      Tho  comfort  they  experi- 

a  great  many  wonderful  and  delight-  ence  when,  after  shyly  coasting  along 

ful  things — of  all  which,   however,  the  dangerous  but  beautiful  shore, 

they  were   deprived  by  their  ship-  which  they  believed  to  be  inhabited 

wreck, which  happened  on  a  coral-reef  by    cannibals,    and     being    almost 

near  one  of  the  smaller  islands  of  the  tempted  to  land  by  the  sight  of  "a 

Fiji  group  in  the  month  of  October  house   which    had  a    missionaryish 

1870.     A  more  uncomfortable  ship-  look  about  it,"  they  at  last  find  a  big 

wreck  surely  never  was.     It  rained  ship  lying  at    anchor,   and  getting 

incessantly, soaking  the  clothes,  beds,  safely  into    it,    "hear  the  pouring 

and  food  of  the  unfortunate  travel-  rain,  knowing  it  could  not  get  at 

lers,  and  they  were  kept  in  perpet-  them — is    thoroughly    comprehensi- 

ual  terror  of  an  incursion  by  can-  ble,  and  gives  a  pleasant  conclusion 

nibal  savages,  who  might  have  been  to  the  tale. 

tempted  to  make  an  entire  end  of  Tho  forte  of  the  Earl  and  tho 
them  had  they  become  aware  of  their  Doctor,  however,  is  descriptive,  not 
misfortunes.  Tho  account  of  this  philosophical ;  and  a  great  many  of 
shipwreck  is  as  amusing  as  the  rest  their  remarks  (though,  by  the  by,  it 
of  the  book,  though  disfigured  by  a  is  tho  former  only  who  expands  on 
good  deal  of  foolish  youthful  banter  this  subject)  upon  religion  are  sim- 
by  way  of  proving  the  absence  of  ply  impertinent — more  like  tho  fool- 
heroism  in  the  heroes  of  tho  achieve-  ish  talk  of  a  youth  who  has  been, 
ment — an   assertion  which,  begging  perhaps,  unduly  worried  in  his  up- 

Lord  V 's   pardon,   it  is  very  bringing    by    religious    discussions, 

evident  he  neither  believes  in  him-  than  of  a  man  competent  to  give  an 
self  nor  wishes  us  to  believe  in.  opinion.  "  Metaphysical  theology 
However,  even  here  many  of  his  re-  is  to  me  much  as  Charles  the  First 
marks  are  good.  The  "  sulky  irri-  was  to  poor  Mr.  Dick  in  his  memo* 
tation  at  being  turned  out  of  my  rial,"  our  young  critic  admits,  with 
warm  bed  into  the  cold  water,"  which  much  more  truth  than  he  intends  ; 
mingled  with  the  awe  of  the  situa-  for  certainly  his  theology  is  very 
tion  during  the  miserable  night  wild  and  confusing  stuff,  and  has  a 
which  he  spent  on  the  coral-reef,  way  of  lumbering  into  his  best  bits  of 
expecting  to  be  dashed  to  pieces  nonsense,  and  spoiling  them,  which 
every  moment — tho  curious  faculty  makes  it  very  clear  that  it  is  worth 
of  becoming  accustomed  to  the  worst  an  effort  for  him  to  got  rid  of  the 
position  which  shows  itself  whenever  ghost  which  thus  haunts  him.  Not- 
men  are  in  circumstances  of  immi-  withstanding  this  imperfection,  there 
nent  danger — the  weariness  and  mo-  are  gleams  of  observation  and  good 
notony  which  tell  moro  than  danger  sense  in  tho  chapter  on  Missionaries, 
itself, — are  all  very  well  indicated.  This  most  perplexing  subject,  which 
The  reader  enters  with  sympathy  it  is  so  difficult  to  come  to  any  clear 
into  the  perfectly  unadorned  story,  decision  upon,  is  certainly  far  from 
which  would  bo  simpler  and  pleas-  being  settled  by  such  jaunty  criti- 
anter,  however,  were  all  tho  profes-  cism  ;  but  nothing  can  more  truly 
sions  of  want  of  adornment  cut  out ;  define  the  superficial  character  of  the 
and  is  amused  by  the  Doctor,  who  "work,"  which  so  many  good  poo- 
catches  nothing  but  a  wetting  when  pie  fondly  believe  to  have  been  car- 
he  goes  to  fish ;  and  by  the  Earl,  who  ried  on  in  those  beautiful  islands, 
finds  that  "  sleeping  on  the  top  of  than  the  sketch  of  their  manners 
an  aneroid,  two  revolvers,  a  pair  of  and  morals  afforded  us  in  this  book. 
boots,  and  a  cigar-box,  is  not  the  To  the  Earl  the  utter  absence  of  any 
most  comfortable  way  of  passing  the  conception    of   pure   living   in   the 
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minds  of  hia  brown  friends  seems, 
though  astounc  a  natural  peculi- 
arity. We  must  remember,  he  tells 
us  good-humoured  ly,  that  "  with  the 
law  came  sin,"  and  that  where  law 
has  no  existence,  ami  where  there 
is  no  sense  of  degradation,  possihly 
there  is  no  vice  ;  and  it  is  l'q  ques- 
tion to  be  considered  whether  '  Bin  ' 
is  a  term  to  a|>ply  equally  nil  over 
the  world,  or  whether  it  is  some- 
thing relative  fo  surrounding  cir- 
cumstances." It  cannot  bo  expect- 
ed, however,  thnt  this  would  ever 
be  a  view  of  the  matter  likely  to 
commend  itself  to  a  missionary,  and 
the  peculiar  hahits  of  the  "people 
may  well  strew  the  path  of  thoso 
evangelists  with  thorns.  The  Earl 
affords  us  rather  a  ludicrous  picture 
of  these  same  light-minded  and  im- 
proper natives  at  church  taking  notes 
of  the  sermon  with  every  appearance 
of  seriousness  ;  though  the  moment 
the  missionary  is  out  of  sight  they 
are  found  quite  ready  for  a  very  dif- 
ferent kind  of  diversion.  Here  is 
one  of  these  comical  little  sketches 
of  religious  life  in  Kaiutea: — 


much  more  about  the  female  popula- 
tion than  ahout  the  other  part  of 
the  community)  "  preferred  lounging 
ahout  on  the  mat-covered  floor. 
The  babies  were  charming,  jolly, 
merry  little  hrown  things,  who 
crawled  ahoutj  playing  and  crowing 
without  a  squall  in  a  ton  of  them. 
The  elderly  women  all  began  to 
take  short  notes  of  the  sermon  with 
pencil  and  paper  as  we  used  to  do  at 

From  this  quaint  church -going, 
wo  pass  (o  a  ''school  inspection" 
equally  quaint.  This  time  it  is  the 
Doctor  who  speaks. 


"At  [en  o'clock  In  the  morning  we 
made  ourselves  tidy  to  go  to  u  school 
Inspection,  and  with  the  recollection  of 
similar  inflictions  it  home,  patted  o- 
sliorc  in  a  very  low  slate  of  mind. 
School  inspeeliou  1  it  was  a  Jrte  or 
baechunaliad.  On  the  very  beach  we 
were  receive*  by  n  torrent  of  muslin, 
smiles,  0411I  laughter,  which  swept  n» 
Into  the  school- room — u  large  open, 
cool,  well- planned  bal  1  ding  —  wit h  all 
manner  of  kindly  greetings.  As  Ulcy 
nil  entiled  down    we   [omul  tiler"    


._..n  all  in  their  licit  dothes,  

■    bats,    and    fresh    tin  wen.      They 


tint 
and 
best  e 


n.h.r 


tek'L,T;i]i 


itng  with  their  eyes,  A  good 
Ibe  coimrc gn lion  kept  outfilde 
uiu  nuurs,  looking  in  oecusionallv  to 
sec  how  tilings  were  going  on.  The 
sermon  was  in  the  native  language; 
and  Queen  Pomare'B  inn  nun  a,  utter  bik- 
ing a  note  or  two  on  a  piece  of  frmbcnp 
paper,  with  great  (.'rarity  ended  heniclf 
up  on  a  beneh,  aiiri  went  fast  asleep, 
as  did  also  the  mi-s  binary's  do«  which 
I  considered  htoi.j,  urs.l  rather  loo  conl 
in  an  animal  of  hi*  m-odatlona,  ao  trod 
on  his  tail  to  wake  lilm  up." 

In  another  church  the  scene  is 
still  more  characteristic.  There  were 
benches,  but  most  of  "  the  female 
population"  (jV.Zf.  It  is  perhaps 
natural,  but  it  is  curious,  that  our 
young  travellers   should  tel!  us  so 


.  beautiful  and  tasteful 
wreaths  it  has  ever  been  our  fortune 
to  see.  There  was  not  one  single 
wreath  round  the  forelieatl  or  neck 
of  a  girl  or  boy  which  was  not  admira- 
ble In  the  judgment  with  which  the 
(Towers  were  selected  and  arranged  ;  aud 
tbe  scent  t  0  ranee -flower*  being  iiwil 
in  profusion,  "Mas  u  a  bridal.'  They 
bad  been  employed  since  early  dawn 
In  gathering  and  arranging  them.  It 
Is  not  always  that  this  flower- wreath* 
wearing  Is  permitted  in  school.  They 
may  wear  tbem  to  the  door,  but  must 
leave  them  outside  Tbe  naughty  little 
dears  have  Invented  a  Sower  langKMBI 
for  themselves,  and  tuuke  love  under 
'teacher's'  very  Boat  without  o  word  or 
glance,   passing.  Then  "   (Wo 

change  to  another  account  of  a  similar 


the  temperament  of  these  people;  t 
rmil!i|'i;<-:ili'iu  ■  til  ile,  til  ways  connect 
In  my  mind  witb  a   fusty  Column  or 
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slate,  was  here  a  dance  and  song  com-  more  of  the  tigerish  than  of  the  kit- 

to  that  of  the  'Jolly  Dogs'  nativfscd,  shifted,  and  the  problem  becomes  a 

and  another  to  that  of  4  Oh, Susannah,  very  painful  one.      The  burning  of 

don't  you  cry  for  me ! '    Then  a  gang  of  villages  may  be  good  enough  by  way 

them  began  quietly  to  perform  a  little  of  reprisals,  but  we  doubt  whether 

dance,  Mr.  V.  consenting  to  wink  at  it.  nn„  ««.*„.  w     1,1     1  ~         iu  l 

Two  little  imps  of  girls  came  out  of  a?v  nwtyr  would  choose  that  way 

the   mob,    wriggled    their    bodies   and  ?f  making   his  blood  effectual;  and 

waved  their   little  arms  after  the  ap-  indeed    we  cannot  but  doubt  pro* 

proved  fashion,  while  the  rest  of   the  foundly  whether   all   the    Fijis    to- 

girls  formed  round  them  and  sang.    It  «.„fu««  TOA„«   «r«»+k    *«    *k«    i?_~i:  u 

was  verv  amusing  to  sec  the  way  thev  S6"16'  Wer0  T01**  iV*10    ??&ll8h 

all  dried   up   whenever  Mr.  V.  looked  racc  tn«  sacrifice  of  that  stout-heart- 

over  his  shoulder,  though  occasionally  ed  and  serviceable  man. 

they   became   so   inspired   by  the  per-  Wo  add  a  description — one  of  the 

formally,  as  to  require  a  gentle  top  on  vory  best  in  the  D00k-by  the  EarL 

the  head  with  an  umbrella  to  call  them  t  /,      »     .       .              ..,•'.         „    *» 

to  order."  °*  tne  nrs*  entrance  of  the  travellers 

into  Papiete,  the  capital  of  Tahiti, 

These  dances,  one  of  which  Mr.  which  is  fresh  and  full  of  colour  as 

V.   consented  to  wink  at,  are  of  a  a  picture,  and  conveys  to  the  'reader 

highly  indecorous  character,  wo  are  something  of  the  delightful  sense  of 

told,  but   are  as  well  known  now,  novelty  which  was  evidently  in  the 

though  practised  chiefly  in   secret,  writer's  mind, 
as    they    were    before    missionaries 

were  known— not  a  very  oncourag-  «j  can  ncvor  fon?(.t  thc  gcenc  that 

ing  fact  for  the  teachers.      The  mis-  burst    upon   my   astonished  and   half- 

sionaries,   however,    we    are    bound  opened  eyes  as  I  turned  out  of  bed  one 

to  add,  though  our  travellers  in  thc  "iwiiiiiic   and    found    myself    entering 

i    l     1  a.  i          u   j.                    •   •         e  the    port   of    rapietc.       Great    moun- 

abstract  have  but  a  poor  opinion  of  to|    »  ()f             »Hhade   of  w         ink 

them,  show  very  pleasantly  through  grey,     and    purple,    and    broken    into 

their  wanderings,  opening  every  now  every  conceivable  fantastic  shape,  with 

and  then  a  pleasant  semi-European  deep,  dark,  mysterious  gorges  showing 

homo  to   tho  Furl    nnd   bin   rrrninnn-  ttl,uost  black    by  contrast  with  the  sur- 

nomc  to  tne  aari  and  nis  compan-  K>uud|n    brij,uinCM,  precipitous  pcaka 

ion,    and    tilling   a    very   important  and    pinnaces    rising    one    above   the 

position    everywhere.      To    live    in  other  like   giant  sentinels,   until   they 

those    lovely,    lively,    sunshiny    is-  were  lost  in  the  heavv  masses  of  cloud 

lands— to  have  everything  you  want  they  had  impaled;  while  below,  stretch- 

,          .  x           %        °  v  ing  from  the  base  of  thc  mountains  to 

except    society,   and   sometimes  an  tl£  8h()R%  ft  f()rertl  of  troplcal  trcc8f  wlth 

unexpected  windfall  of  that— to  be  the  huts  and  houses  of  the  town  peeping 

as    princes    among   a   good-natured  out  between  them. 

people,    even    though    you   have   to  "The    fairest  islands   of    the   West 

put  up  with  their  kittenish  nature  J"***  j/^^^J^if^  of aM* 

1           1 1        <•         •          •             •  is  all  I  can  compare  it  to.     Ana  tne 

incapable  of   serious   impressions—  natives!     how   well    they    match    the 

is   not  a  very    hard   fate;    and   so  scene!    Thc  women  with  their  volup- 

long  as  the  missionary  likes  to  do  it,  tuoua  figures,  their  unique,  free,  grace- 

and  the  London  Missionary  Society  *ul.    walk -their     night-gowns     (for 

r,         .            j    i  •        i.u          ~  **~     :,.  their  dress  is  nothing  but  a  long  chc- 

hkes  to  send  him,  the  question  is  ml      whltc      le       ^ f  rcd?  or  ^  and 

easy   enough   to    settle;    but    when  white,  according   to  the   taste   of   the 

it  comes   to  martyrdom,  and  when  wearer,  which  is  in  variably  good)  floating 

a  noble    and  worthy  life,    like  that  loosely  aljout  in  a  cool  refreshing  man- 

^f  w;  .!,„„  i>«+f;*^n  f™.  ;nafftn/.n  \a  ner  —  their  luxuriant  tresses  crowned 
of  Bishop  Pattison  for  instance,  is  with  a  carPfullv.I>laltcd  Amroot  chap- 
thrown  away  for  the  very  doubtful  ]oiy  and  further 'surmounted  by  a  great 
advantage  of  a  race  which  partakes  flowing   bunch    of    'Reva-rcva'— their 
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delicious  perfume  of  cocoa-nut  oil  (it  is  after  reading  a  novel  which    may 

worth  going   to  Tahiti  for   the  smell  ^0  oe  supposed  to  be  for  men  in 

alone),    and     above    al ,    their   smi  ing  th     ^d  t  * {  ^     frivolous  produc- 

handsome  faces   and  singing   bubbling  ™         i*  "*   ""^         ,  FY;    - 

voices,  full  of  soft  cadences,— all  this  tions   which  are  good    enough  for 

set  off  by  the  broken  scattered  rays  of  womankind.     *  Shooting  the  Rapids 

green  light  shining  through  the  shady  is  0f  this  class.     There  is  a  solidity 

?Kf?ueLi,i°iiniial  }  W^nftb^onlint  ^d    conscientiousness    about    the 

that   could   paint   it!      what   pleasant         ...  ..      .      .,       „:„„„»„ 

places  those  avenues  are  for  a  stroll  in  writing,   a    gravity   in   the    circura- 

the  evening,  wheu  the  heat  of  the  sun  stances,  an  altogether  imposing  cha- 

is  beginning  to  die  away !    To  meet  the  racter  about  the  book,   which  sug- 

trreat,  strapping,  pleasant-looking  men,  «ests  to  u8  instinctively  the  effort  of 

in    then*  clean  white  shirts  and  party-  *V    •   ^h^a^i   wo«    *L    oovn    *,ftm 

coloured    waist-cloths,     each    greeting  »n   intellectual  man  to    save   from 

you,  especially  if  you  are  English,  with  degradation   a  branch  of   literature 

a  ready  smile  and  a  hearty  '  Ya  rana ! '  which   is  fast  going,  if  not  to   the 

—which  means  all  kinds  of  salutations  flogs,  Yet  to  the  women.     Mr.  Shand 

likp  the  look  of  you,  stopping  to  shake  „     ,  ,  -      .   .        .,.  ^ 

hands,    with    no    earthly    oSjcct    but  He  has   put  away  feminine  things 

kindly  good-fellowship.     I   have   seen  from  his   course  as  far  as  that  is 

even  small  piccaninnies  stop  in  their  in-  possible  in    a   tale  which    has    its 

fan  tile  gambols,  and  toddling  up,  with  due  intermixture  of    love-passages, 
their  little  faces  puckered  into  dimples         ,   :«„*«„,j   ~t  A^i»t\r*<*  ♦«  no  tha 

and  their  little  puds  held  up  to  r£ch  "!d  instead  of  depicting  to  us  the 

your  fingers,  pipe  out  a  shrill  4  How  do  frivolous      shilly-shallyings      of      a 

you    do  V  *      And    as    for    the    young  boy   or   girl    as    to  which    of    two 

ladies !  the  most  bashful  and  coy  will  people  he  or  she  shall  marry,  has 

never   pass  you  without  a  greeting,  a  m  £    ^  tg  of  a  man»g 

glance  of  the  eves,  and  a  slight  gather-  "1<*w*  ***«  6     **  -» 

ing  in  of  her  dress  with  hef  elbows  to  career,      temptations      unconnected 

exhiHt  her  buxom  figure  to  full  per-  for  once  with  women,  and  affecting 

fection.    Or  else  perhaps  she  will  come  other  organs  than    the    heart,    the 

up  coquettishly  and   ask   you  for  the  principal   points  of  his   story.      In 

loan  of  your  cigar,  take  a  few  puffs  at  r         r       r  j««:j«Ti  ~«:„ 

it,  and  hand  it  back  gracefully  to  the  «ome  ways   *hls   1S  »  decided  gam. 

rather    astonished     owner,    and     then.  It  is  a   novelty,  a   break  upon  the 

with  a  parting  compliment  which  you  monotonous   reproduction    of    those 

most  likely  don't   understand,  let  you  vicissitudes  of   love-making,   which, 

go  your  way  in  peace."  by  ^  ^  we  how  ^  well  ag 

We  feel  that  there  is  something  our  ABC;  and  heaven  knows  the 

absurd    in    the    association    which  terrible  delirium  of  the  struggle  for 

makes  us  think  of  the  sermons  of  money  is  often  more  exciting  than 

the    Rev.     Stopford    Brooke,     and  the  hottest  fires  of  passion,  or  any 

some  few  other  preachers  of    the  individual  sentiment  of  which  the 

same  class,  when   we  take  up  Mr.  mind  is  capable.      The  only  doubt 

Shand's      novel.*       Sermons     and  upon  our  mind  is  whether  it  can 

novels  are,  or  are  supposed  to  be,  be  made  as  interesting  to  the  world 

things    for    feminine    consumption  in  general      There  are  enough  of 

chiefly ;  and  the  same  consciousness  us,  it  is  true,  who  know  all  about 

of    distinct  intellectual  effort  in  a  the  heats  and  chills  of  poverty,  its 

new  channel,  conveyed  in  the  praise  devouring  anxieties,   and  the  brief 

which   we    have  heard  given   with  elation  which  accompanies  a  sudden 

great  respect,  and  even  awe,  to  some  windfall,  to  make  a  sufficient  audi- 

clergymen — that    they    preach    for  ence  for  any  writer ;  but  even  with 

men — recurs  naturally  to  the  mind  this  special  audience,  it  is  doubtful 
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whether  the  care-worn  soul  might  with  great  art  and  skill,  manages 
not  prefer,  on  the  whole,  to  be  all  those  unpardonable  offences  so 
solaced  with  a  sentimental  misery,  that  wo  never  lose  our  interest  in 
for  which  he  could  shed  a  disinter-  Ralph  ;  and  this  is  the  great  success 
csted  tear,  smiling  secretly  the  of  the  book.  But  we  confess  that 
while,  than  to  endure  his  anxieties  we  find  it  very  hard  to  believe  that 
over  again,  and  wince  and  tremble  such  a  man  as  he  is  depicted  could 
at  every  letter  which  is  received  by  ever  have  so  betrayed  his  trust 
the  hero,  as  much  as  if  they  were  The  other  backslidings  aro  compre- 
bills  or  " calls"  of  his  own.  But  hensiblc,  but  this  is  scarcely  com- 
it  is  worth  while  making  the  ex-  prehensiblo;  and  to  place  it  at  the 
pcriment ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  very  beginning  of  his  career,  is,  we 
to  make  it  in  a  better  spirit,  or  with  think,  a  fundamental  mistake.  The 
more  talent  and  care,  than  is  shown  incident  of  the  race  strikes  us,  too, 
by  Mr.  Shond.  The  story  of  Ralph  as  a  mistake;  for  in  all  Ralph's 
Dacre  is  full  of  highly  wrought  previous  character  there  is  nothing 
situations,  and  a  great  deal  of  inter-  which  would  lead  us  to  believe  that 
est.  He  is  introduced  to  the  reader  he  could  stake  his  last  die  upon  the 
in  a  very  stirring  scene  during  the  chances  of  a  race-horse ;  but  his  total 
siege  of  Rome  in  1840,  when  ho  is  collapse  was,  of  course,  necessary, 
very  nearly  sacrificed  as  a  spy  to  and  is  both  in  life  and  in  books 
the  distrust  of  the  people,  and  very  inevitable,  howsoever  it  comes.  The 
nearly  killed  afterwards  on  the  ram-  gradual  gathering  of  the  darkness 
parts  saving  their  flag  in  a  French  round  him,  its  occasional  breaks 
attack.  On  emerging  from  this  and  sudden  lightings  up,  the  frantic 
brief  madness,  however,  the  hero  hopes  that  contest  the  ground  with 
appears  in  a  situation  very  different  it  up  to  the  very  last  moment,  and 
from  anything  suggested  by  vague  then  the  sudden  irremediable  despair 
fighting  for  a  revolutionary  cause,  and  overthrow,  arc  all  very,  well 
He  wakes  up  to  find  himself  in  the  and  powerfully  set  before  us. 
most  painful  position  that  can  well  The  interest  of  the  book,  how- 
be  imagined ;  a  rich  man  in  appear-  ever,  centres  entirely  in  Ralph, 
ance,  supposed  to  be  the  possessor  Though  the  country-house  at  Bar- 
of  a  great  estate  in  England,  and  ham  is  a  very  pleasant  picture,  the 
another  in  Germany,  while  in  real-  love-making  carried  on  there  is  a 
ity  penniless,  with  scarcely  enough  little  heavy  and  prosaic  It  is  the 
money  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  kind  of  love-making  which  used 
mortgages,  which  swallow  both  to  be  in  books  many  years  ago, 
properties  up.  He  is  not  brave  before  Mr.  Trollopo  arose  to  make 
enough  to  allow  the  world  to  know  love  individual,  or  writers  in  general 
his  real  position ;  and  with  the  rep-  had  begun  to  learn  that  no  two 
utation  of  a  rich  man,  goes  into  men  proposed  alike,  any  more  than 
society,  and,  notwithstanding  all  the  they  fought  alike  or  wrote  alike — 
prudence  of  his  living,  gets  dragged  a  great  modern  discovery,  to  which 
into  debt.  Very  soon  he  is  sur-  Mr.  Shand  has  paid  too  little  attcn- 
rounded  by  temptations,  and  the  tion.  His  gallant  lover  and  his 
frightful  necessity  of  securing  money  pretty  heiress  are  not  very  indi- 
at  any  price  leads  him  first  into  the  vidual,  and  do  not  secure  our  in- 
betrayal  of  State  secrets — which  he  terest ;  but  Ralph's  fortunes  are  al- 
knows  as  Secretary  to  the  Foreign  ways  interesting,  and  we  truly  sym- 
Minister,  and  afterwards  to  all  pathise  with  his  adventurous  friend, 
kinds  of  disreputable  transactions  Hardcastlc,  when  he  cries  out  with 
following  upon  this  one.    Mr.  Shand,  a  kind  of  indignation  at  Providence, 
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"  Poor  Dacre,  what  infernal  luck  1"  there  arc  several  novels  recently 
on  hearing  that,  after  Ralph's  ruin,  pnblished  which  we  might  classify 
bis  poor  mortgaged  property  had  with  Mr.  Shand's.  In  old  days, 
developed  immense  mineral  wealth,  within  our  recollection,  works  which 
This  is  n  fault  in  the  honk  which,  were  specially  suitahle  lor  women 
however  justified  by  considerations  used  to  be  indicated  by  their  titles 
of  art.  will  probably  detract  from  its  in  the  publishing  lists.  Now  lite- 
general  popularity  more  than  any-  rary  currents  have  set  in  so  whim- 
thing  else.  Tin-  ouliMpjiv  [tiilpli  lias  sieally,  that  it  is  quite  time  there 
certainly  "infernal  luck."  Ho  has  should  he  a  Series  for  Men.  In  this 
us  many  knock-down  blows  as  would  series  Mr.  George  Meredith's  wild, 
hill  a  down  ordinary  men.  He  is  half-mad,  and  wholly  clever  perfor- 
rmver  allowed  to  forget  his  skeleton;  mance,  'The  Adventures  of  Harry 
and  the  wretches  who  work  his  ruin.  Richmond,'*  will  probably  find  a 
and  who,  the  moment  he  is  ruined,  place.  The  first  part  of  this  hook, 
turn  out  such  very  poor  and  helpless  treating  of  the  boyish  adventures  of 
creatures,  oppress  our  very  souls  its  hero  and  his  frigid-,  is  charming, 
Vvith  their  successful  impositions,  full  of  easy  power  and  delightful 
*s  long  as  there  is  anything  to  he  absurdity.  The  baby  portion  is  a 
got  out  of  him.  Hut  with  these  perfect  childish  idyl,  and  nothing 
defects,  'Shooting  the  Rapids'  is  a  can  be  finer  than  the  picture  of 
remarkable  novel.  It  is  full  of  ox-  Harry's  extraordinary  and  captivat- 
ed lent  writing,  and  much  mental  ing  father  as  ho  appears  to  Ida 
analysis,  which  is  very  close  and  child.  But  the  luxuriance  of  nn- 
powerful.  The  reader  cannot  dart  restrained  imagination  runs  riot  to 
through  it  for  the  mere  story,  though  such  an  extent  that  it  is  very  difK- 
the  story  is  interesting,  and  keeps  cult  to  trace  out  the  meaning  of  the 
its  hold  upon  him.  In  short,  it  is  latter  part,  or  not  to  believe  that 
something  like  the  beginning  of  a  all  the  personages  have  gone  mad 
new  school  of  works,  intended  to  together.  The  imbroglio  of  German 
embody  a  different  kind  of  interest  prince  and  princesses,  the  daring 
from  "that  which  has  been  para-  deeds  of  that  Minerva-Diana  who 
mount  for  the  last  twenty  years  at  in  English  is  called  Janet,  and 
least  Poetic  genius  is  not  likely,  the  inetl'able  absurdities  of  Harry's 
we  fear,  to  reveal  itself  in  this  chan-  father,  who  thinks  himself  a  royal 
nel ;  but  there  is  no  reason  why  duke,  and  behaves  as  such,  run  all 
intellectual  ability  and  talent,  qaali-  to  seed  at  the  end,  and  produce  such 
ties  which  make  themselves  felt  in  a  thicket  of  incidents  and  emotions, 
all  spheres,  should  not  take  up  this  as  It  is  very  difficult  for  the  reader 
branch  of  art  as  well  as  another,  to  force  his  way  through.  But  this 
There  is  as  much  to  be  taught,  and  thicket  is  everywhere  bright  with 
as  true  service  to  be  done,  we  do  strange  bits  of  description,  with 
ndt  doubt,  by  the  development  of  gleams  of  insight  ami  quaint  clever 
fictitious  characters  as  by  the  dc-  sayings,  such  as  alibrd  a  pleasant 
Kcription  of  real  ones ;  and  it  will  clue  to  tho  reader,  by  means  of 
be  very  well  if  such  books  as  Mr.  which  ho  can  guide  himself  out  and 
Shnnd's  set  the  example,  and  bring  in  of  tho  labyrinth.  It  is  not  a 
into  the  sphere  of  fiction  a  new  and  novel  in  the  legitimate  three -void  me 
more  serious  kind  of  power.  sense  of  tho  word,  but  it  is  a  very 
To  pursue,  this  distinction  further,  odd  and  very  clever  book. 

*  The  Adventures  of  Harry  Richmond.    By  Georgu  Meredith.    BniiUi,  Elder, 
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And  we  might  add  to  tho  same  worth    meeting    again.      They    are 

scries  Mr.  Lever's  last  novel,  'Lord  both  failures  in   their  very  clever- 

Kilgobbin,'  *  in  which  all  the  vigour  ness,  in  their  utter  selfishness  and 

and    brilliant    vitality    which    have  self-seeking;  and  the  sudden  expe- 

donc  so  much  to  amuse  us  for — how  dient  by  which  Mr.  Lover  discomfits 

many  years  ?  are  to  be  found  in  full  both  of  them,  and  carries  off  the  bril- 

force,  as  expansive,  as  animated,  as  liant  Nina  out  of  the  very  arms  of 

full  of  variety  and  power  as  ever,  the  polite  official,  is  delightful  in  its 

Nobody  but  Mr.   Lever  sets  before  poetic    justice  and    startling  uncx- 

us  those   Irish   interiors,   poor   but  pectedness. 

lavish,  where  visitors  come  and  go        These  books  are  innovations  upon 

as  in  a  panorama,  where  every  kind  the  ordinary  and  traditionary  novel, 

of  unexpected  person  turns  up,  and  and  for  that  very  reason  are  to  be 

where  politics  and  morals  and  love-  warmly    welcomed.      When    all    is 

making  are  all   discussed  together,  done,  the  sentimental  story  will  still 

Lord  Kilgobbin  himself,  who  is,  if  keep  its  ground.     It  is  the  perennial, 

you  please,  only  Mr.  Kearney,  with  the  everlasting,  whatever  temporary 

all  his  shrewdness  and  singularity,  fashion   may  arise,  or  whatever  at- 

liis  pride  and  his   modesty,   is  as  tempts  be  made  to  give  weight  and 

pleasant    an    acquaintance    as    one  seriousness  to  fiction.     After  all,  it 

could  make  in  a  summer  day.     And  is   only  a  small   portion  of  us  who 

nothing  could  be    better  than  his  have  been  or  will  be  on  'Change  or 

meeting  with  his  natural  enemy  and  in   politics,  or  able  in  any  way  to 

brother,   the  Tory  and    Protestant  affect  the  funds,  or  to  make  or  mar 

squire,  whom  he  finds  to  be  so  very  other  people's  fortunes;  but  all  of  us 

fur  from  a  bad  fellow,  and  towards  have  been,  are,  or  are  going  to  be,  in 

whom  his  heart  yearns  as  they  walk  love.     And  this  one  particular  gives 

together    solemnly   to    show   them-  to  all  the  varieties  of  romantic  and 

selves  to  the  gaping  admiring  people  sentimental  fiction  an  immeasurable 

like  two  emperors  reconciled.     We  advantage   against  which  no  other 

do  not  know  so  well  what  to  say  of  power  can  stand.     Yet  we  greatly  re- 

tho    lovely  and    "insolent"    Greek  commend  and  advocate  the  formation 

who  turns  all  the  men's  heads,  and  of  a  series  of  novels  adapted  for  men, 

has  her  own   turned  at  last  in   so  It  will  give  us  that  variety  in  the 

curiously    unexpected    yet    charac-  field  of  fiction  which  is  so  desirable 

teristic  a  way ;  but  she  is  Mr.  Lever's  everywhere.     It  will  bring  out  the 

child  ever  inch  of   her ;  and   so  is  dramatic  interest  of  many  a  situa- 

thc  admirable  Kate,  and  all  the  sur-  ticn  of  modern  life  which  at  present 

rounding  figures  in  the  wild  fresh  is  seldom  considered ;  and — there  is 

Irish   landscape,    which   never  gets  no  saying — may  do  good  to  the  class 

hackneyed,  though  perhaps  some  of  for    whom    it    is    intended.      If    it 

its  inhabitants  occasionally  do.     Tho  affects  them,  according  to  tho  irre- 

clever  scamp    Joe  Atlee,   and    tho  vercnt  simile  we  have  already  haz- 

languid   diplomatist   Cecil  Walpolc,  arded,   like   Mr.   Stopford    Brooke's 

arc  both  personages  whom  we  have  sermons,  what  more  is  there  to  be 

met    before,    but    they    are    quite  desired? 


*  Lord  Kilgobbin.     By  Charles  Lever.    Smith,  Elder,  <fc  Co. 
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A  mtrospect  of  the  different  be  secured  at  all.  Ignorance,  we 
Liberal  agitations  which  this  coun-  know,  is  the  parent  of  presumption  ; 
try  has  experienced  during  the  past  and  therefore  it  is  not  wonderful  if 
century  must  convince  a  thinking  they  who  are  so  hard  upon  rulers 
man  that,  however  plausible  may  themselves  gladly  undertake  to  rule, 
have  been  the  reasoning  which  was  and  to  show  the  world  what  honest 
put  before  the  people,  however  ir-  conscientious  government  is.  But 
resistibly  the  conclusions  may  have  as  ignorance  and  presumption  are 
been  deduced  from  the  premisses,  not  the  very  best  qualifications,  it  is 
there  was,  underlying  the  whole  no  marvel  if  Governments  so  under- 
arguments,  a  fallacy.  This  fallacy  taken  break  down  more  signally 
probably  never  presented  itself  to  than  those  which  have  been  stigma- 
either  demagogues  or  hearers  in  tised  as  corrupt 
times  past;  but  we  trust  that  the  We  believe  that  we  do  no  injus- 
evcnts  which  are  now  passing  may  tice  to  the  Gladstone  Administration 
bring  about  some  recognition  of  it  if  we  say  that  it  took  office  intend- 
in  all  quarters.  It  is  this :  That  to  ing  to  convict  all  preceding  Gov- 
the  attainment  of  the  very  highest  ernments  of  unrighteousness,  and 
results  in  politics  and  government,  to  demonstrate  how  easily  and  sue- 
nothing  is  required  but  a  hearty  cessfully  affairs  of  State  can  be  con- 
will  to  do  well  in  those  who  are  ducted  by  thoroughly  upright  states- 
intrusted  with  the  powers  of  the  men  who  give  their  whole  hearts  to 
State.  The  simplest  possible  de-  their  Work.  This  was  a  rash  and 
duction  from  it  is,  that  wherever  dangerous  challenge  to  opinion, 
the  results  have  been  imperfect  or  The  Gladstone  Government  was 
unfortunate  the  governors  have  been  bound  either  to  do  far  better  than 
negligent  or  corrupt,  or  at  the  least  any  of  the  so-called  corrupt  Govern- 
incapable.  With  this  belief  present  ments  of  the  past,  or,  by  its  own 
in  men1  s  minds,  though  perhaps  it  doctrine,  to  incur,  in  common  with 
may  not  have  been  expressed  in  them,  the  reproach  of  being  wilfully 
words,  it  has  always  been  easy  unjust,  and  therefore  necessarily 
enough  to  draw  down  censure  upon  unsuccessful.  Everybody  knows 
Governments.  When,  for  instance,  what  the  result  has  been.  Every- 
Mr.  Bright  asserts,  as  he  often  has  body  knows  that,  instead  of  being 
done,  that  all  the  Ministers  and  all  an  example  of  the  highest  class  of 
the  powerful  classes  that  ever  were  governors,  our  present  Ministers, 
before  him  were  corrupt,  he  must  whether  judged  by  their  acts  or  the 
mean  that  these  persons  did  not  consequences  of  their  acts,  have  less 
attain  to  that  perfection  which  they  claim  to  admiration  or  approbation 
would  have  certainly  reached  had  than  any  that  this  century  has 
they  been  honestly  inclined.  Of  known.  Tried  by  their  own  rules, 
course  there  is  here  profound  igno-  how  can  Ministers  escape  condemna- 
rance  of  the  difficulties  which  the  tion  ?  The  dangers  and  perplexities 
best  and  ablest  governors  have  to  into  which  they  have  steered  the 
encounter,  profound  ignorance  of  country  are  apparent :  we  need  not 
human  nature,  profound  ignorance  enumerate  these  sad  results  of  their 
of  the  slow  and  small  steps  by  which  administration.  But,  more  than 
alone  improvement  is  secured,  if  it  this,  the  very  means  used,  the  acts 
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of  Government,  have  been  more  better  nor  worse  than  others  that 
questionable,  and  have  caused  more  we  have  known.  Conceit,  inex- 
scandal  than  is  common  with  or-  pcrience,  and  incapacity  have  been 
dinary  unpretending  Governments,  its  disqualifications,  and  its  pharisai- 
What  shall  we  say,  for  instance,  of  cal  condemnation  of  the  motives  of 
the  violation  of  tho  Constitution —  others  has  recoiled  upon  itself.  It 
the  overriding  of  the  Legislature  by  soon  became  acquainted  with  the 
an  act  of  prerogative?  What  shall  difficulties  of  government,  and 
we  say  of  the  many  and  notorious  being  ignorant  of  practice,  and 
evasions  of  the  laws  ?  How  would  provided  only  with  inapplicable 
Mr.  Gladstone  or  his  colleagues  have  theories,  it  has  been  driven  to  all 
denounced  such  things  if  they  had  manner  of  pitiful  shifts.  Ministers 
been  done  by  statesmen  of  another  may  know  well  enough  that  these 
party  ?  And  then  in  regard  to  the  shifts  were  not  things  of  choice,  but 
exercise  of  patronage,  always  pointed  of  cruel  necessity,  which  they  would 
at  by  the  radical  party  as  a  point  have  avoided  if  they  could;  but 
on  which  a  great  and  virtuous  ex-  they  must  know  also  that  they 
ample  was  wanted,  there  seems  to  would  not  allow  necessity  or  any- 
havc  been  no  sort  of  improvement  thing  else  to  be  an  excuse  for  the 
while  wo  have  been  under  a  Govern-  people  whom  they  stigmatise.  It 
ment  of  great  professions.  There  may  appear  hard  to  the  baffled 
has  been  no  scruple  about  promoting  regenerators  that  in  all  their  trouble 
the  undeserving — nay,  there  has  tho  world  is  so  ready  to  note  their 
been  a  readiness  to  promote  per-  defects,  while  it  has  not  a  thought 
sons  who  have  deserved  censure,  to  waste  on  their  excellent  inten- 
Take  for  examples  Beales,  M.A.,  tions,  or  their  great  devotion  to 
and  the  Marquis  of  Kipon !  We  high  principle.  But  there  are 
have  had  disaster?,  mismanage-  many  excuses  to  be  made  for  the 
ment,  and  have  certainly  come  world.  In  the  first  place,  the  world 
no  nearer  to  great  success  in  go-  remembers  very  well  that  Mr.  Glad- 
vernnient  than  we  came  under  stone  was  not  called  to  the  helm  in 
those  who,  by  comparison  with  Mr.  any  exigency  of  tho  country.  Had 
Gladstone  and  his  colleagues,  are  he  been  so,  it  is  probable  that  great 
publicans  and  sinners.  If  this  allowance  would  have  been  made 
failure  affected  none  but  its  authors,  for  him.  But,  on  the  contrary,  at 
tho  world  might  say  they  merited  a  time  when  the  State  was  being 
their  fate,  and  so  leave  the  matter,  managed  quietly  and  well,  he  with 
But  unfortunately  other  interests  great  and  glozing  promises  called 
have  been  damaged ;  the  country  upon  tho  people  to  let  him  govern. 
has  suffered  grievously,  and  the  There  was  a  sort  of  bargain  of 
enemies  of  virtue  have  occasion  to  which  the  world  thinks  that  Mr. 
blsapheme,  now  that  they  sec  what  Gladstone  has  not  fulfilled  his  part 
a  poor  achievement  a  professedly  Secondly,  there  is  a  very  large 
virtuous  Government  can  attain  to.  portion  of  the  people  whoso  ideas  of 
It  would  be  only  meting  to  him  government,  and  indeed  of  political 
again  such  measure  as  he  has  meted  morality,  Mr.  Gladstone's  Govern- 
to  others,  if  we  were  to  ascribe  Mr.  ment  was  intended  to  condemn  ;  he 
Gladstone's  many  failures  to  wilful  cannot  expect  much  mercy  from  this 
error  ;  but  we  have  no  wish  even  by  portion.  And  again,  there  are  many 
way  of  retort  to  be  unduly  hard,  who,  once  Mr.  Gladstone's  sincere 
Morally  considered,  the  present  admirers,  are  offended,  not  so  much 
Government     is    probably     neither  by  his  failures  as  by  tho  very  strange 
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means  which  he  uses,  by  the  very  devoid  of  the  least  ability  to  rule  11 
strange  persons  and  the  very  stnmga  nation  or  to  cement  a  party,  there 
sentiments  that  hv  allies  himself  it  stands,  one  of  the  most  helpless 
with,  by  his  mysterious  utterances,  and  pitiable  disappointments  which 
and  by  the  impression  which  he  tha  country  has  ever  seen.  Mr. 
contrives  to  convey,  that  under  his  Gladstone,  whatever  else  he  may 
rule  no  institution  and  no  interest  know,  certainly  knows  not  how  to 
is  safe  from  disturbance.  Above  govern  the  British  Empire, 
all,  there  is  a  lively  if  ■■  -■  1 1 1  ■  ■,  t  ■■  >  1 1  js  1 1  As  a  proof  of  how  little  bertc.lii 
over  the  country  that  Mr.  Gladstone  the  Ministry  derive  from  warnings, 
is  a  turncoat,  that  he  has  found  May  was  not  a  week  old  when  a 
it  convenient  to  repudiate  those  defeat  was  announced  just  as  damag- 
principles  of  which  he  was  once  ing  as  any  of  those  of  the  preceding 
the  uncompromising  advocate;  urid  month.  A  Scotch  Education  Bill 
he  must  remember  that  those  who  hud  been  framed  to  suit  tbc  sup 
have  deserted  from  their  colours  posed  ideas  of  a  majority  of  the 
are  always  watched  mere  jealously  House  of  Commons,  but  entirely 
than  consistent  partisans.  These  regardless  of  the  ideas  and  wishes 
things  considered,  it  is  not  to  be  of  the  Scotch  people,  whom  alone 
expected  that  the  world  should  the  measure  was  to  affect.  Now 
condone  so  many  mistake?  and  any  intelligent  person  who  has  ever 
failures,  simply  because  they  were  visiled  Scotland,  or  who  has  cvct  . 
committed  by  persons  who  intended  studied  Scotch  people  in  any  part  of 
well.  Besides,  there  are  a  great  the  earth,  must  know  well  that  to 
many  of  us  who  doubt  whether  Mr.  ofter  them  a  system  of  education  in 
Gladstone's  Government  has  been  which  religious  instruction  is  not 
superior,  even  in  intention,  to  expressly  provided  is  to  insult  them. 
Governments  that  went  before  it,  and  to  set  before  them,  instead  of 
It  made,  no  doubt,  greater  profession  bread,  that  which  they  consider  to 
of  good  intention  than  any  other ;  he  no  better  than  a  stone.  And 
but  it  is  very  probable  that  Ciovern-  yet,  notwithstanding  this  well- 
ments  of  more  modest  profession  known  truth,  arid  notwithstanding 
may  have  had  quite  as  high  a  regard  (he  strong  expression  of  fouling 
for  the  public  weal  nx  our  rulers  made  by  Scotchmen,  Ministers  pcr- 
of  to-day;  only  that,  knowing  bow  nisted  in  denying  to  them  a  clear 
many  are  the  powers  that  fight  unequivocal  declaration,  embodied 
against  improvement,  and  how  slow  in  the  Bill,  to  the  effect  that  in- 
real  advancement  must  necessarily  struction  in  the  H"ly  Scriptures,  ought 
be,  they  were  not  foolhardy  enough  to  be  provided  in  all  schools  as  an 
to  promise  a  golden  ;igc.  They  essential  part  of  education.  The 
know  that  the  best  intentions,  how-  consequence  was  that  the  Ministry 
ever  skilfully  carried  into  act,  re-  was  defeated,  and  compelled  to  ac- 
quire patience,  time,  and  fortune  cept  a  declaration  in  favour  of  Scrip 
to  make  them  fructify.  But  the  tiirsl  teaching;  and  Mr.  Gladstone 
element  of  caution  seems  to  be  and  his  colleagues  are  probably  to 
altogether  wanting  in  the  Gladstone  this  hour  fretting  themselves  to  din- 
Ministry,  which  rushes  directly  to-  cover  what  malignant  influence  it  is 
wards  its  ends  even  when  certain  which  has  l.ei-n  again  nhle  to  thwart 
by  so  doing  to  defeat  them.  Trust-  the  will  of  the  best  and  most  virtu- 
ing  in  its  intention?,  alone,  and  in-  ous  Government  that  ever  existed  ! 
nocent  of  experience,  and  of  the  Wo  learn  from  the  speech  of  Mr. 
simplest  maxims  of  government,  Gordon,  who  introduced  the  amend* 
VOL.  CXI,— KO.  DCUXX.  3  D 
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merit,   that  last  year  70,000  Scotch    agreed  in   the    main    pointe   of    their 

\'a?      -«    ^,w,wl    frt  \hn   Hill  as    creed,  and  all  held  that  Holy  Scripture 
petitioners  objected  to  the  Bill  as    ftnd  ^  ^^  Catcchb      (hc  ^uc_ 

framed  by  Government,  while  tnis  tlon  of  lhe  greater  Protestant  divines, 
year  more  than  200,000  Scotch  have  were  the  basis  of  education.  This 
petitioned   against   it— a   very   largo    measure,  therefore,  was  most  distasteful 

number,  when  it  is  remembered  that  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  who  ought 

iiuiuuvi,  vvuvii  **,  ^  know  w]10  were  tne  lncn  who- voted 

Scotland   has   but   one-sixth   off  the  wlth  Ul(J  Goverumcnt  upon  lt» 
population  of  England.     V\e  learn, 

moreov    ,  ^jr  Qreeno  characterised  the  mea- 

..*     „«  x      i         ~„.*t„~    Tw.»uM«/i  sure  as  a  question  of    the    Prime 

"In  Edinburgh,   a   meeting:,  presided  .                » 
over   by   a   noT)leman   much T  respected  Minister   witim    Scotland ;    and    he 
wherever  he  was  known— the  Duke  of  seemed  to  make  certain  that  those 
Bucclcuch— and     attended      by     many  Scotch  members  who  supported  the 
other    influential    person*,    lately    pro-  Government  therein  would  have  no 
tested  against  the    Bill,   and    especially  h               f     re.Glertion-     whil*    Mr 
against  its  destructive  tendency  as   re-  ™?nco,    0l     «5-€*lection ,    wnue    Mr. 
carded   religious   instruction.     In    that  Wheelhouso     said     that     this     Bill 
discussion    part    had     been    taken    by  announced  to  the  people  of  Scotland 
men  of   all   Churches— the   Established  for  tne  fh-gt  time  that  the  Govern- 
Church,    the    Free    Church     the   Epis-  fc  cared  nothi       whatever  about 
coixUians,    and     even    many   belonging  ...      .     x-                  u     u   u 
to     the     United     Presbvterians.       He  rehgion!     how  wo  should  be   very 
meant  the  laity  of  the  latter  body,  be-  sorry  to  think  that  the  Government 
cause  he  admitted  that  there  was   not  cares   nothing  whatever  about  reli- 
tlic  same  feeling  among  the  clergy  of  ion      We  are  bound  to  ^^  that 
that   denomination.      All    the    teachers  f  „nMO  „   ^.^i.   jrt„i   .u,,*  _ai:~4„» 
connected   with    the   parish   and   other  it  cares  a  great  deal  about  religion, 
schools  In   Scotland   had   expressed   in  only  we  fear  that  it  cares  a  great  deal 
the  strongest  manner   their  dissatisfac-  more  about  the  success  of  its  men- 
tion with  the   provisions   of    the    Bill,  8ures>     Jt    threw    over    religion    in 
and    in    particular    with    lU    provisions  th      ,            .         .      ti10PGDV    °    a    m 
relating  to    religious    instruction,    feel-  nio   "ope   to   \un    tnereoy,   anu    so 
ing  that  they  would  hamper   them   in  contrived  to  lose,  demonstrating  not 

*    A*  '     -'--*--     —1-1 '— before  religion  it  places 

but  showing  also  that 

.    4      ..     „  ._  ...iow  how  to   play  the 

hgious  instruction.  unworthy  game  which  it  attempted. 

„.-,,,,..  lt1  It  declined  the  service  of  God,  and 

Sir  J.  Elphinstone  probably  gave    ^^   ^  wit  to  ^^  Mammon 

voice  to  the  feeling  general  m  Scot-  „  adhering  to  the  cause  of  religion 
land  when,  speaking  of  the  Govern-  itJmight  havo  reCovered  some  little 
ment  measure,  he  said  :—  strength,  avoided  what  would  appear 

likely  to  be  a  mortal  offence  to  the 

".IL0,^gSIde.d  lhat  °ff  u  Hn^t  ^  Scotch  people,  and  escaped  a  signal 

an  inndcl  Bill ;  because,  if  it  did  not  en-  i  j    4    •      a       h  *  ii 

Urelv  exclude   religious   Caching  from  defeat  in   the   House  of  Commons. 

its  provisions,  it  made  that  teaching  d<  -  It  may   possibly   have   been   in  the 

pend  upon  the  whim  or  caprice  of  an  minds  of  the  Government  party  that 

ignorant  school  board,  who  might  be  tne  Scotch  members  had  in  1869 
acted   upon   by   various   causes,    and    in  ,  Rrrnnln    «f    ftsaiaHn^    tn 

whose  hands,  therefore,  the  education  of  ma<*e     non  scruple    of    assisting    to 

the  country  could  not  be  safely  placed,  destroy  a  Protestant  Church,  in  order 

He  was  himself  educated  at  the.  parish  that  Mr.  Gladstone  might  do  an  act 

school  of  Musselburgh,  and  could  state  that  should   be    acceptable    to    the 

that  religion  ^*^\(°^^^  Roman  Catholics ;  and  it  may  have 

given   there017  lhe   various    bodies   of  been  argued  therefrom  that  the  same 

Presbyterians    in     Scotland     were     all  Scotch  members  were  indifferent  to 


ing  that  they  would   hamper    them    in  conimcu  10  lose, 

the    proper    discharge    of    their   duty,  only  how  far  befc 

and  holding  It  to  be  essential  that  the  party   gains,    but 

teacher  should  have  power  to  give  re-  jt   doesn't   know 
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the  cause  of  religion,  and  so  would  merit,  and  for  the  clever  way  in 
take  the  Education  Bill  as  the  which  he  worked  it  to  a  nililiuiwflll 
Government  might  choose  to  put  conclusion.  The  Ministerial  party 
it  before  them.  If  this  wan  the  evidently  thought  that  they  could 
Ministers'  ground  for  the  course  Ihey  defeat  him ;  and  tlicy  certainly  would 
took,  they  stand  convicted  of  the  have  hurried  on  a  division  at  an 
greatest  want  of  discernment.  The  hour  unpropitious  to  the  amend- 
destruction  of  the  Irish  Church  did  incut,  if  Mr.  Gordon  and  his  sup- 
not  touch  tlie  people  of  Scotland  porters  had  not  kept  the  debate 
closely;  it  was  a  ques  ti  on  more  for  alive,  and  so  bullied  the  Ministerial 
the  Scotch  members  to  decide  on,  tactics.  Perhaps  this  very  victory 
and  many  of  them,  to  their  shame,  may  much  hasten  the  time  when 
concurred  ih  the  sacrilege.  But  the  Mr.  Gordon,  once  more  in  office,  may 
quality  of  the  education  to  he  hence-  have  frequent  opportunity  of  using 
forth  provided  for  the  people  in  his  talents  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Scotland  is  :i  thing  which  does  come  country, 

home  to  the  hearts  of  the  nation  ;  Only  a  day  after  the  opinion  of 
and  the  nation  has  taken  up  the  the  Bouse  rf  I 'mum  mi  is  in  favour  of 
question  for  itself,  and  made  its  voice  religious  education  for  Scotland  hurl 
heard  independently  of  its  repre-  been  pronounced,  there  appeared 
sentatives.  in  the  advertisement  sheet  of  the 
Blunders  by  the  Government  are  'Times' a  pro  test  against  the  exclusion 
rather  the  rule  than  the  exceptions,  of  the  Bible  hy  law  from  public  ele- 
and  cannot  surprise  us.  This  par-  mentary  schools,  made,  as  we  under- 
ticular  blunder,  however,  has  been  stand,  by  members  of  the  Dissenting 
of  importance  to  the  oimsi;  of  religion,  bodies.  It  had  already  received,  as 
inasmuch  as  it  gave  rise  to  a  battle,  the 'Times' in  a  leading  article  of  the 
and  a  victory  on  the  side  of  religious  luth  May  remarked,  about  a  hun- 
education.  Wo  rejoice  to  see  that  dred  and  eighty  signatures,  among 
Scotland  has  secured  for  herself  the  which  were  those  of  Mr.  Spurgeou, 
inestimable  privilege  of  religious  Mr,  Newman  Hall,  and  Dr.  James, 
teaching;  and  we  trust  that  what  President  of  the  Wesleyan  Con- 
it  has  gained  for  itself  it  will  insist  ference ;  also  those  of  Mr.  Baines, 
upon  for  England  and  Wales,  which  Mr.  Charles  Reed,  and  several  other 
in  this  respect  require  State  aid  Nonconformist  members  of  Pai'lia- 
more  than  Scotland  does ;  for  the  ment  It  would  thus  appear  that 
fact  of  Scotland  being  so  alive  to  there  is  a  diffoTence  of  opinion 
the  necessity  <if  religious  teaching  among  the  Dissenters,  and  tlrut  god- 
shows  that,  with  or  without  an  Act  less  education  has  not  so  many 
of  Parliament,  she  will  take  care  to  advocates  as  we  feared  that  it  had. 
have  it ;  while,  if  the  State  como  This  declaration  is  ccrbiinly  of  good 
not  to  the  aid  of  England  and  omen,  and,  coupled  with  the  victory 
Wales,  it  is  likely  that  those  who  in  the  House  of  Commons,  ought  to 
most  want  the  knowledge  of  reli-  convince  Ministers  that  adhesion  to 
gion  may  never  hear  of  religion  at  religious  principles  is  not  only  the 
all,  so  indifferent  or  so  hostile  are  honest  and  upright  course,  but  the 
large   sections   of   the   population   of  best  policy. 

the  kingdom  and  principality.  Mr.  It  would  seem,  then,  lo  be  the 
Gordon,  who  showed  that  he  under-  opinion  of  those  who  best  under- 
stood the  situation  though  the  Gov-  stand  the  Scotch,  that  the  godless 
eminent  did  not,  deserves  the  thanks  Bill  lias  incensed  them  greatly 
of  all  religious  men  for  bis  amend-  against  Ministers.     But  this  is  not 
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the  only  quarter  in  which  an  angry  the  case.  After  so  many  convic- 
feeling  has  been  aroused.  There  is  tions  of  illegal  appointments  it 
clearly  a  rod  in  pickle  for  them  else-  would  not  have  been  extraordinary 
where,  if  we  may  rely  on  what  was  if  Ministers'  guilt  in  this  matter 
said  by  the  '  Examiner '  newspaper  had  been  assumed,  and  if  a  strong 
on  27th  April : —  feeling  had  induced  members  to  view 
u  The  strategy  that  the  Govern-  the  weak  points  of  the  case  as  indi- 
ment  has  pursued  during  the  last  cations  of  grave  and  culpable  error, 
few  days,  with  reference  to  Mr.  But,  to  the  credit  of  the  assembly, 
Fawcett's  Dublin  University  Bill,  no  disposition  whatever  was  shown 
may  have  been  very  clever,  but  it  to  proceed  harshly.  Although  this 
is  certainly  very  discreditable.  Mr.  was  another  accusation  of  an  un- 
G  lad  stone  himself  on  Thursday  most  qualified  person  being  nominated  to 
accurately  described  it,  according  to  office  with  the  understanding  that 
his  speech  in  the  '  Times/  as  '  the  the  qualification  should  afterwards 
miscarriage  and  misconduct  of  the  come  to  him,  a  distinction  was  im- 
Govcrnment.'  Miscarriage  it  will  mediately  perceived  between  a  quali- 
doubtless  prove  when  the  day  of  fication  to  be  given  for  the  oxpress  pur- 
vengeance  comes.  Misconduct  it  is  pose,  and  only  for  the  purpose,  of  ob- 
already  proved  to  be  beyond  dis-  taining  the  office,  and  a  qualification 
pute."  There  is,  then,  a  vengeance  to  be  given  independently  of  the  of- 
nanging  over  the  administration  on  fice,  and  which  had  been  assured  to  tho 
Account  of  tho  Dublin  University  future  recipient  before  any  appoint- 
Bill ;  we  have  heard  of  a  Non-  ment  to  tho  office  was  in  question, 
conformist  vengeance  because  of  the  No  trickery  to  produce  a  colourable 
part  which  Government  took  in  qualification  could  be  shown  to  have 
regard  to  English  education ;  there  been  practised,  and,  once  this  was 
is  certainly  a  storm  ready  to  burst  apparent,  the  really  damaging  parts 
in  recognition  of  the  scandalous  of  the  case  wore  very  lightly  passed 
bungle,  the  American  Treaty ;  and,  over.  Putting  aside  all  question  of 
upon  the  whole,  this  Government,  colourable  qualification,  it  certainly 
•which  was  to  have  been  tho  delight  seems  a  very  extraordinary  course, 
.  and  admiration  of  tho  whole  country,  and  one  very  hard  to  understand,  to 
would  seem  to  have  made  itself  in  select  for  tho  office  of  Lord-Lieuten- 
-many  quarters  simply  detestable.  ant  of  a  county  a  gentleman  non- 
Great  as  is  the  discredit  which  resident,  not  possessed  of  an  acre 
the  Ministry  has  brought  upon  it-  of  land  therein,  and  wholly  unsc- 
self,  and  contemptible  as  is  the  con-  quainted  with  the  inhabitants  over 
dition  into  which  it  has  fallen,  one  whom  he  was  to  exercise  high 
cannot  but  observe  with  gratification  authority.  If  this  had  been  done 
how  little  disposition  tho  House  of  by  a  more  scrupulous  Government, 
Commons  has  shown  to  press  upon  it  would  have  probably  seemed  to 
it  factiously  or  rancorously.  The  Parliament  to  call  for  serious  notice ; 
business  of  destroying  it  is  left  pretty  but  being  an  act  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
much  to  itself;  and,  to  say  truth,  it  Government;  so  great  was  tho  relief 
seems  quite  equal  to  the  task.  When  of  finding  that  there  had  been  no 
on  the  7th  May  Sir  Colman  O'Logh-  tampering  with  the  law,  that  the 
len  proposed  a  vote  of  censure  for  minor  improprieties  were  condoned 
a  questionable  appointment  made  to  at  once.  Even  Mr.  Horsman  for- 
the  office  of  Lord- Lieutenant  of  the  bore  to  discharge  a  shaft  which  he 
county  Clare,  very  little  eagerness  held  ready  fitted  to  his  bow;  and 
was  shown   to   make  tho  worst  of  Mr.  B.  Osborne  found  the  occasion 
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convenient  for  some  very  amusing  rial  party  in  the  House  of  Com- 
jokes,  and  for  some  quotations,  one  mons  evidently  find  it  a  most  awk- 
of  which,  from  Sheridan,  about  ward  subject  to  deal  with,  having 
"  damned  good-natured  friends,"  no  goodwill  to  it  at  all,t  but  feel- 
shocked  the  august  assembly,  until  ing  that  their  own  consistency  re- 
Mr.  Osborne  explained,  or  rather  quires  them  to  support  what  their 
stated  wrongly,  the  source  from  party  has  for  years  asserted  to  be 
which  it  was  cited.  He  told  the  essential  to  the  purity  of  election, 
House  that  the  words  are  in  the  and  feeling  also,  perhaps,  that  the 
4 School  for  Scandal,'  whereas  they  effect  of  the  old  traditional  cry  got 
are  in  the  ( Critic,1  and  used  by  Sir  up  when  the  Ballot  was  unattainable, 
Fretful  Plagiary.*  On  the  whole,  may  yet  be  lively  among  their  con- 
the  Government  escaped  very  well  stituents.  We  would  not  have 
from  this  question,  as  habitual  trans-  ventured  to  speak  so  decidedly 
gressors  often  do  in  cases  where  they  (whatever  we  may  have  thought) 
are  found  to  be  less  to  blame  than  on  behalf  of  the  Liberals,  if  we  had 
usual ;  and  this  leaning  to  mercy  not  been  strengthened  in  our  opin- 
cannot,  we  think,  be  too  much  ap-  ion  by  their  ally  the  4  Times/  which 
proved;  for  as  the  same  offenders  states  the  case  for  us  as  distinctly 
were  expected  ere  long  to  come  up  as  could  be  wished, 
for  Judgment  on  a  most  serious 
charge,  it  was  well  to  give  a  proof  of 
how  little  prejudiced  or  vindictive  the  "  BoIxi&y"  J**     the    '  Times  *    on 

tribunal  i«i  Mav    10th'        h&8      ^     dcslre     to     8ee 

mounai  is.  gecret  voUng   become   fae  jaw  ot   u^ 

It    now   seems    probable    that    a  land.    Mr#  tforster  has  had  to  contend 

most  impracticable  and  unnecessary  with   the   open    opposition    of    nearly 

Bill  for  secret  voting  may  pass  the  half  the  House  01  Commons,  and  the 

House  of  Commons,  and  ultimately  ™ore  dangerous 'secret  dislike  of  half 

K«^«»«     i«««     ««     lu*     t  ™Aa    w:ii  the    remaining   half.     We   are   not  so 

become    law,    as    the    Lords    will  much  8urprl8?d  t^t  he  should  have 

scarcely  think  it  their  business  to  been*' defeated  at  times,  and  that  at 
reject  it,  if  it  should  bo  supported  other  times  he  should  have  accepted 
by  a  creditable  majority  in  the  modifications  of  his  BUI  to  escape  de- 
other  House.  This  Bill  was  intro-  f  «*■•  ^^J^vmL  ohIn^°Cn  aWe 
,        ,  .                 ,      ,,      -,                   ,  to  carry  it  with  so  little  change.    .    .    . 

duced  last  year  by  the  Lrovernment,  seeing,   then,    that    the     adoption    of 

no  doubt  under  the  mistaken  idea  secret  voting  is  a  decline  from  a  higher 

that  it  would  be  very  cordially  re-  to  a  lower  standard  of  political  moral- 

ceived  by  the  Liberal  party,  and  so  ity-rseelng    that     the     conditions     of 

,,    /  /      J '     ,,     .  social   life   among  us  which  excuse   it 

would   be   a   source  of   strength    to  ^  at  present  lels  operative  than  they 

the    Administration.      But    in    this  ever  were  before,  and  are  rapidly  para- 

matter  Government  showed  as  much  ing  away — we  have  never  been  able  to 

ignorance    of    public    sentiment    as  look  upon  the  Ministerial  adoption  of 

*£««.  k«„«   0l  '  n    •      ^an„  «fK«««      the  Ballot  Bill  as  anything  more  than 
they  have  shown   m  many  others.    an  act  of  ho  ^  ^  articlc  of 

Inis    country    is    quite    mditterent    past  fa|th  which  would  soon  have  been 
about  the  Ballot;  and  the  Ministe-    discredited  had  they  not  adopted   it; 

*  "  Sir  Fretful  Plagiary.— To  be  sure;  for  if  there  is  anything  to  one's  praise,  it  is 
a  foolish  vanity  to  be  gratified  at  it ;  and  if  it  is  abuse,— why,  one  is  always  sure  to 
hear  it  from  one  damned  good-natured  friend  or  another !" — '  The  Critic.' 

t  "  Talk  not  of  means  against  intimidation, 
And  secret  votes  to  womanise  the  nation ; 
Free  men  are  those  who,  every  threat  defying, 
Fight  to  the  poll  whilst  cabbage-stalks  are  flying." 

—Lord  Lytton*s  '  St.  Stephen's.* 
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but  wc    recognise  frankly  the   conse-  grievance — if,  as  the  *  Times '  says, 

qucnees  of  this  adoption.    Lar^e  num-  one  naif  0f  the  House  of  Commons 

ben  of   voters   have  been  encouraged  ,    opposes  the  Ballot,  and  half 

and  are  now  fixed,  in   the  belief  that  i  ,.J           •   j                ai     j*  i«i        •* 

they  will  be  exposed  to  unknown  evils  of  the  remainder  secretly  dislikes  it 

if  they  have  not  the  power  of  screen-  — why  on  earth  are  we,  who  have  so 

in£  their  votes  in  darkness ;  and  legis-  much  real  work  to  get  through,  dis- 

lation  must  take  account  of  this  state  quieting  ourselves  about  the  matter? 

of  feeling.  ^e  gee  n0  reason  whatever  why  the 

,  old  system   of  open   voting,  which 
Thus  the  most  that  the  4  Times  has  not  prevented  the  growth  of  our 
can  find  to  say  in  favour  of  the  Bill  liberties  and  of  our  prosperity,  should 
is,  that  it  is  a  remedy  for,  not  a  real,  not  be  still  continued,  rather  than 
but  a  fancied  evil ;  for  another,  in  that  wc  should  resort  to  a  method  of 
fact,  of  those  sentimental  grievances  doubtful  advantage,  and  the  practi- 
for  which  the  Government  is  so  fond  cal  working  of  which  is  still  more 
of  legislating.     There  was  a  period  doubtful.     The  nominations,  as    at 
when  it  was  easy,  and  perhaps  not  present    conducted,   might  bo  sur- 
uncommon,   for  influential  men,  or  rendered ;    nearly  everybody  seems 
bodies  of  men,  to  sway  the  votes  of  to  think  them  out  of  date ;  and  we 
electors,  but  it  was  at  that  time  im-  have  no   wish  whatever    that    Mr. 
possible  for  the  advocates  of  secret  Osborne  should  ever  again  be^om- 
voting  to  establish  that  system  ;  but  pelled  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  the 
now  that  few  can,  and  still  fewer  pure  Liberal  electors  by  means  of 
would,  resort  to  bribery  or  intimida-  canonically -dressed   bruisers.      The 
tion— when,  indeed,  the   danger    of  manner    of    nomination    might    be 
such  malpractices  is   acknowledged  altered ;  but    this    is  a  very  much 
to    be    infinitely   small — we  .are   to  simpler     matter    than     introducing 
have  our  whole  method  of  returning  secret    voting.     By  the  way,  when 
members  to   Parliament  revolution-  one  looks  back  a  little  to  ascertain 
iscd, — and  for  what  ?    In  old  tiwies  what  sort  of  evils  they  were  which 
it  sometimes  happened,  as  we  know  the  Ballot  is  intended  to  cure,  it  is 
that    the    bodies  of    men   who    all  remarkable  that  in   the  election  of 
their  lives  had  been  powerful  enough  1859,  the  last  occasion  on  which  the 
to  defy  attack,  and  to  make  their  immaculate  Liberals  thought  fit  to 
will  law,  were,  after  they  were  dead  make  a  great  outcry  about  corrupt 
and    buried,    dragged    from     their  practices,   there  wero  several   scru- 
graves    and    exposed   to  insult,  to  tinies  and    some    prosecutions,  the 
gratify  the    vengeance    of    enemies  result  of  which  was  to  fasten  con- 
who  quailed  before  them  while  they  victions  of  bribery  on  several  mem- 
lived.     And  these  energetic  proceed-  bers,   but  on  many  more  Liberals 
ings  against  dead  and  buried  bribery  than  Conservatives.     Somebody  very 
and  intimidation  are,  it  seems,  to  be  near  to  Mr.  Bright  who  talked   so 
orgies  of  similar  kind.      The  great  loudly  and  freely  about  corruption, 
hearts  who  could  not  grapple  with  had  to  stand  in  the  dock ;  and  wo 
the  evil  while  it  was  alive,  are  now  remember  that  we  felt  it  our  duty 
going  to  enjoy  a  war-dance  over  its  to  comment  on  the  different  accusa- 
corpse.    Is  not  all  this  pitiful  ?   Does  tions,  and  to  commend  Liberal  mal- 
it  not  appear  an  absurdity,  and  worse  practices  to    the    attention  of    our 
than  an    absurdity,   in  these  days  readers :  so  that  the  Liberal  party 
when    by    general    admission,    the  legislating  to  cure  such  malpractices 
session   of    Parliament  is  not  long  is  like  Satan  reproving  sin. 
enough  for  the  really  necessary  work  While  the  clauses  of  the  useless 
of  the  country  ?     If  there  is  no  real  and   unwelcome    Ballot    Bill    have 
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been  occupying  the  House  of  Com-  time  ami  thought,  which  should  be 
tnons,  and  working  together  with  given  to  them  this  session.  It  would 
every  other  thing  political,  to  the  lie  highly  inexpedient  for  Parliament 
disrepute  and  weakening  of  tho  to  separate  for  six  months,  leaving 
■  Ministry,  another  subject,  now  of  the  Army  in  nh  unsettled  state  as  at 
first  importance,  has  been  put  quite  present.  The  autumn  may  see  us 
out  of  sight.  There  was  haste  involved  in  some  foreign  complica- 
enough  slimvn  in  <]i-<»  -irniii-dng  the  linn,  and  with  what  face  shall  we 
Army — such  haste  that .  tin;  Cmistitu-  speak  with  our  enemy  in  the  gate 
Won  must  be  overridden  rather  than  if  our  sword  is  in  the  cutler's  hands, 
that  the  change  should  be  postpon-  being  reset,  and  cannot  be  made  fit 
ed ;  but  now  that  reorganisation  is  to  use  for  a  twelvemonth  ?  We 
Indispensable,  the  consideration  of  should  like  very  much  to  be  resolved 
it  is  put  asido  in  order  that  a  mca-  whether  the  promotions  which  Mr. 
sure  distasteful  to  three  fourths  of  Cardwell  proposes  for  the  Artillery 
the  House  of  Commons  may,  like  a  and  Engineers  are  to  be  given  this 
nauseous  retributive  dose,  be  admin-  year  or  not ;  and  wo  should  like  to 
istered  to  the  Liberal  party,  all  of  know  from  what  funds  these  promo- 
whotn  are  hound,  whatever  inward  tions  and  the  new  Staff  appointments 
revolt  they  may  feel,  I"  declare  that  are  to  be  paid.  As  we  pointed  out 
it  is  the  joy  of  their  souls.  From  last  month,  money  is  not  provided 
the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Card-  for  them  in  the  Estimates  under  the 
well  introduced  his  army  scheme,  proper  heads ;  and  to  pay  them  out, 
one  was  induced  to  suppose  that  it  of  any  funds  other  than  those  voted 
was  to  be  the  great  measure  of  (ho  for  the  pay  of  the  Army  would  be 
year.  What  has  become  of  it?  It  most  improper.  "We  think,  tuo, 
is  surely  not  a  subject  to  be  hur-  that  the  loan  of  three  and  a  half 
riedly  dealt  with  at  the  session's  millions  will  not  be  concurred  in 
end  by  a  worn-out  House,  whose  quite  so  easily  as  ministers  may 
heart  is  in  the  Highlands,  and  not  hope.  However  cleverly  the  de- 
at  Westminster.  Mr.  Holms,  by  a  mand  may  bo  named  and  introduced, 
question  concerning  the  proposed  it  will  be  really,  if  voted,  a  large 
loan  for  militia  barracks.  showed  on  addition  to  our  military  expenses, 
the  Kith  May  that  everybody  is  not  and  the  interest  of  it  must  increase 
disposed  to  let  the  matter  sleep.  He  Army  expenditure  for  many  years, 
got,  however,  only  a  vague  answer  It  is  difficult  to  understand  why 
from  Sir  H.  Storks,  to  the  effect  that  .■inch  expense  as  this  is  to  be  raised 
a  Bill  on  the  subject  would  be  in-  by  loan,  while  the  redemption  of 
troduced  as  soon  after  the  Whitsun-  officers'  com  missions  is  to  be  effected 
tide  recess  as  circumstances  would  by  yearly  votes.  No  information 
permit ;  and  at  this  answer  the  has  yet  been  given  as  to  the  steps 
House  laughed—  amused  either  by  which  may  have  been  taken  to 
its  vagueness  and  insufficiency,  or  value  existing  militia  barracks,  or 
else  tickled  by  the  presumption  of  a  to  ascertain  the  expense  of  build- 
Ministry  over  which  the  sword  hung  ing  new  ones,  or  of  providing 
by  a  thread  speculating  on  what  it  drill-grounds.  And  yet  the  drill 
would  do  after  three  or  four  weeks,  season,  and  the  best  season  for 
Wo  think,  however,  that  honourable  building,  are  already  slipping  away. 
members  might  with  advantage  do  Army  reorganisation  is,  in  our  opin- 
more  than  laugh  over  the  Army  Esti-  ion,  of  far  more  consequence  than 
mates.       These   Estimates,  and  mat-  secret  voting. 

ters  in   connection  with  them,  will,  The   Intoxicating  Liquor   (I.icens- 

we  expect,  demand  a  great  deal  of  ing)  Bill    affords    another    proof    of 
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the  inability  of  Government  to  dis-  of  great  influence.     These  tradesmen 

tinguish  between  the  real  needs  of  are  collectively  of  some  weight,  and 

the  country  and  the  clamour  of  not  they  have  the  means  of  swaying  and 

very  rational    or    discreet    cliques,  of    uniting    largo  bodies  of  voters. 

There  is  not,  perhaps,  one  educated  They  will  offer  great  resistance,  and, 

man  in  the  kingdom  who  would  not  not   improbably,  defeat  the  Bill  in 

gladly,   if  ho  knew  how,    diminish  the  Lower  House.     "  Well,  and  what 

the  unfortunate  propensity  of  our  then  ?"  we  may  be  asked  :    "  another 

race,  the  degrading  habit  of  drinking  Government  Bill  will  be  slaughtered, 

to  excess.      We  are  all  pretty  much  that's  all ;  and  that  need  not  distress 

agreed  that  it  is  a  detriment  and  a  you,  as  you  don't  support  the  Gov- 

reproach.  eminent."    But  it  does  distress  us, 

nevertheless,  to  sec  the  time  of  Par- 

"  This  heavy-headed  revel,  east  and  west,  liomont    fnkpn    iin    with    deRifms   of 

Makes  us   traduced,  and   taxed  of  other  liament   taKen   up   witn    acsigns  01 

nations ;  doubtful  utility  while  vital  questions 

They     °}«£eh™0    drunkard*,     and     with  ptan(j     ^0.       The     expected    War 

Soil  ournaddftionTand  indeed  It  takes  Office   measures  are  of  a  thousand 

From     our     achievements,     though    per-  times  greater  importance   than  this 

The^iSld^rf?^  of  our  attributes/'  2SccntAr^    and  mistaken  legislation. 

The  Alliance  should  have  patience; 
But  wo  are  not  all  agreed  that  the  for  time  is  likely  to  do  more  for  its 
evil  is  one  to  be  put  down  by  the  gratification  than  it  can  do  for  itself. 
strong  hand;  on  the  contrary,  the  The  great  hope  for  reform  of  the 
sense  of  the  country  would  appear  habits  of  the  lower  orders  is  deriv- 
•to  bo  that  intemperate  habits  should  able  from  the  reform  which  has  al- 
be  combated  by  moral  means.  A  ready  obtained  in  the  higher.  The 
noisy  and  enthusiastic  section  has,  fashions  and  prejudices  of  the  upper 
however,  determined  that  it  is  the  strata  of  society  will  inevitably  find 
business  of  the  State  to  make  men  their  way  downward,  but  they  re- 
keep  sober,  and  the  Government,  quire  time  to  do  so;  and  the  pace, 
always  foolishly  sensitive  to  agita-  we  fancy,  will  not  be  materially 
tion,  has  mistaken  this  obstinate  affected  by  the  benevolent  blows 
bleat  for  the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  punctures  of  the  excellent  and 
and  proceeded  accordingly  to  frame  well-meaning  Association, 
a  repressive  measure.  It  will  be  a  Turning  to  another  announce- 
strange  thing  if  we  succeed  in  mak-  ment  of  the  month  of  May,  we  can- 
ing people  who  are  inclined  to  drink  not  but  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  Hie 
temperate  by  Act  of  Parliament,  patience,  generosity,  and  loyalty  of 
It  will  be  a  strange  thing  if  Parlia-  the  Parliament  of  the  Dominion, 
ment,  after  full  consideration  of  the  which,  we  read,  defeated  by  a  large 
matter,  decide  to  interfere.  Not  majority  a  resolution  condemning 
only  is  the  advantage  of  legislation  the  withdrawal  of  the  Fenian  Raid 
very  doubtful ;  every  member  who  Claims  by  Great  Britain ;  an  amend- 
in  ay  vote  for  it  is  pretty  sure  to  ment  being  adopted  in  its  stead 
offend  a  powerful  party  among  his  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  discuss 
constituents,  and  it  is  really  unfair  the  question  in  the  present  state  of 
to  urge  men  to  such  a  course  where  the  relations  between  Canada  and 
there  is  so  small  a  prospect  of  ben-  Great  Britain.  This,  though  very 
ent  The  makers  and  vendors  of  proper  and  highly  honourable  to 
strong  drink  naturally  resent  the  Canada,  is  much  more  considerate 
attempt  of  Government  to  restrict  and  dignified  behaviour  than,  we 
their  business,  at  the  instance  of  an  fear,  we  had  a  right  to  expect  from 
Association  not  very  numerous  nor  our  Dependency.      The  rights  and 
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the  honour  of  Canada  have  been  to  indulge — beyond  this  proposi- 
shamefully  sacrificed  to  purchase  the  tion,  we  say,  we  do  not  believe  that 
assent  of  America  to  the  wretched  the  mind  of  the  English  Government 
Treaty,  and  Canada  has  been  in-  and  the  mind  of  the  English  people 
suited  by  a  donation  of  hush-money,  have  been  at  one  since  the  com- 
or  our  guarantee  for  money.  If  she  mencement  of  negotiations.  The 
had  given  vent  to  her  feelings  there  Ministers  have  been  playing  a  game 
would  have  been  much  to  excuse  of  their  own,  and  the  people  have 
her;  as  she  has  taken  the  better  been  distrustful  and  most  anxious, 
part  there  is  the  more  to  admire.  It  was  a  most  distressing  truth, 
And  while  speaking  of  the  Domin-  certainly,  that  two  nations  which 
ion,  let  us  congratulate  her  on  the  could  assist  each  other  so  materi- 
new  Governor-General,  whoso  ap-  ally  as  England  and  America  could, 
pointment  has  been  announced,  and  which,  from  the  inheritance 
Lord  Dufferin  is,  we  believe,  a  of  common  feelings  and  persua- 
nobleman  in  every  way  fitted  for  sions,  and  from  the  use  of  a  com- 
this  high  post.  Enterprising,  ac-  mon  language,  might  have  been 
complished,  of  sound  judgment,  and  expected  to  understand  each  other 
of  much  literary  ability,  we  doubt  well,  should  have  been  induced 
not  that  he  will  prove  an  able  and  to  drag  through  nigh  a  century 
successful  ruler.  in  a  state  of  continued  misun- 
And  now  let  us  say  a  few  words  derstanding.  We  will  not  inquire 
concerning  the  old  galling  subject,  >  now  where  the  blame  of  this  quasi 
the  American  complication.  What'  hostility  should  be  fastened;  but 
we  have  been  permitted  to  know  we  may  safely  say  that  in  latter 
officially  concerning  it  is  not,  we  days  England  has  supposed  the  bar 
think,  likely  to  change  any  opinion  to  a  good  understanding  to  be  the 
which  the  country  has  been  led  to  power  possessed  by  the  ignorant  and 
entertain  regarding  the  conduct  and  uneducated  classes  in  America  to 
course  of  the  negotiations.  Putting  control  opinion,  and  the  facility 
the  question  of  results  for  the  pre-  with  which  designing  short-sighted 
sent  aside,  and  looking  only  at  the  agitators  could  always  excite  the 
means  which  have  been  used  on  our  masses  there  to  feelings  of  enmity 
side,  we  must  say  that  there  is  no-  against  us.  England,  we  are  sure, 
thing  in  the  Ministerial  statements  has  long  deplored,  and  felt  that  it 
of  the  13th  May  to  convince  the  would  be  for  her  advantage  to  ter- 
people  that  they  have  in  any  respect  minate,  the  inveterate  disposition 
misjudged,  or  been  unjust  to,  the  to  carping  and  quarrelling,  but  she 
Government.  Everything  done  or  feared  that  she  could  never  reach 
left  undone,  has  been  apparently  the  mind  of  the  solid,  reflecting 
bunglingly  done  or  altogether  ne-  classes  in  the  United  States.  Her 
glected,  much  in  the  manner  and  acts  and  her  words  were  seized 
from  the  motives  which  have  been  upon  and  used  for  their  own  pur- 
from  time  to  time  imputed  while  poses  by  brawlers  and  local  poli- 
the  unfortunate  tangle  has  been  drag-  ticians,  and  shown  to  the  people  in 
ging  its  weary  length  along.  Be-  the  worst  possible  light,  and  with 
yond  the  broad  proposition  that  it  incitement  to  war  and  vengeance, 
is  for  the  interest,  as  well  as  that  it  until  hostility  to  her  became  a  set- 
is  the  duty,  both  of  America  and  tied  feeling,  and  no  profession  was 
England,  to  live  in  terms  of  amity,  so  likely  to  make  a  statesman  popu- 
and  to  cease  from  the  chronic  sar-  lar  as  that  of  a  desire  to  quarrel  with 
casms,  bickerings,  and  recrimina-  Great  Britain.  The  so-called  Ala- 
tions  in  which  they  have  been  wont  bama  Claims  were  latterly  for  ever 
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brought  up  when  it  was  desired  to  Government  thought  proper  to  stir 
raise  a  storm  against  us;  and  so  it  again.  In  the  hands  of  that 
convenient  were  they  found  at  elec-  Government  the  conditions  of  the 
tion  times,  or  when  a  particular  par-  dispute  underwent  a  wonderful  re- 
ty  aimed  at  ascendancy,  that  not  tho  volution.  America  was  no  longer 
least  desire  was  felt  by  agitators  or  troubled  to  come  and  press  her 
popular  assemblies  to  bring  them  demand  upon  Great  Britain :  Great 
to  a  settlement.  On  our  side,  wo  Britain,  suppliant,  and  reckless  of 
steadily  refused,  for  some  time  after  aught  else  so  she  might  but  com- 
the  termination  of  the  war  in  Amer-  pose  this  disagreement,  went  to 
ica,  to  admit  that  we  were  in  any  America,  entreating  her  to  arrange 
way  bound  to  give  compensation  for  to  let  us  pay  her,  and  to  vouchsafe 
damage  done  by  the  Alabama  or  us  a  kind  look  in  return  for  pay- 
any  other  cruiser ;  but  at  length  we  ment  America,  who  wanted  our 
saw  reason  to  modify  this  refusal ;  money,  took  the  matter  very  coolly ; 
and  tho  mission  of  Mr.  Reverdy  England,  whose  money  was  to  be 
Johnson  to  England  being  thought  paid,  was  ready  to  make  apologies 
to  offer  a  favourable  opportunity  for  and  to  put  her  hand  to  anything, 
negotiating  (for  Mr.  Johnson  was  provided  only  that  payment  should 
superior  to  the  irrational  prejudices  be  graciously  accepted.  A  shallower 
against  us  which  had  been  so  policy,  or  a  more  undignified  course 
malignantly  kept  alive),  a  Treaty  than  that  which  our  Government 
was  agreed  upon,  having  for  its  %  pursued,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive, 
object  tho  settlement  of  these  The  groans  of  the  Britons  wafted 
Claims.  But  the  Senate  of  the  across  tho  Atlantic,  and  never  to 
United  States  thought  proper  to  dis-  be  suppressed  until  the  Ameri- 
approve  this  Treaty  :  it  unfortunately  cans  should  deign  to  kiss  and  be 
fell  to  the  ground,  and  Mr.  Johnson  friends  ;  a  feeble  Commission  sent 
was  recalled.  At  this  epoch,  as  the  out  like  criminals  to  sue  for  par- 
present  Lord  Derby  has  more  than  don — it  is  a  marvel  that  tney 
once  taken  occasion  to  point  out,  didn't  appear  with  ropes  round 
Great  Britain  enjoyed  a  great  ad  van-  their  necks,  like  the  burghers  of 
tage  of  situation.  She  had  yielded  Calais  before  King  Edward ;  re- 
thc  point  which  she  at  first  so  rigid-  gret  expressed  for  what  was  not 
ly  maintained,  of  not  allowing  any  known  to  be  a  wrong  when  it  was 
question  of  damages,  and  she  had  done;  and  a  rule  made  after  tho 
made  a  covenant  with  a  view  of  event  for  the  express  purpose  of 
having  these  damages  fairly  assessed,  making  our  innocent  conduct  ap- 
America  it  was  who  refused  to  ratify  pear  unwarrantable!!  There  is  no 
this  Treaty  after  it  had  been  ap-  record  of  a  nation  voluntarily  de- 
proved  by  her  own  Government  grading  itself  in  such  a  manner. 
Thus  wo  could  no  longer  be  re-  As  to  John  Bull,  although  he  does 
proached  with  proudly  shutting  our  not  understand  how  much  dirt  he 
cars  |o  what  the  Americans  chose  to  has  been  made  to  swallow,  he  is 
call  tiieir  just  demands ;  and  indeed  dimly  conscious  that,  all  of  a  sud- 
thc  Alabama  Claims,  as  they  now  den,  he  has  been  made  to  appear 
recalled  the  uncompromising  spirit  of  heart-broken  for  love  of  his  not  very 
their  own  Senate  rather  than  that  of  responsive  connection  Jonathan,  and 
the  English  Government,  ceased  to  he  is  greatly  puzzled  to  account  for 
be  a  favourite  handle  for  abusing  us.  this  fit  of  affection.  "  If  tho  rascal 
Such  was  the  state  of  this  question  have  not  given  me  medicine  to  make 
when  in  an  evil  day  the  Gladstone  me  love  hiin,  Til  be  hanged  :  it  could 
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not  be  else:  I  have  drunk  medi-  damages,  besides  to  several  other 
cincs,"  *  he  is  saving;  and  well  he  large  concessions,  and  notably  to 
may  marvel,  and  ask  himself  what  the  suppression  of  his  own  claims 
injury  he  ever  did  to  his  relative  on  account  of  the  Fenian  raids, 
that  required  to  be  atoned  for  with  America  consented  to  sign  the 
such  penitential  concessions,  with  Treaty,  whereupon  the  English  Corn- 
such  abject  remorse.  We  grant  missioners  returned  home  in  a  sort 
that  it  would  have  been  wrong  to  of  triumph,  as  men  that  had  de- 
lose  a  proper  opportunity  of  com-  served  well  of  their  country.  They 
posing  a  great  national  difference  were  so  received  by  our  Govern- 
for  a  mere  punctilio.  If  the  other  ment,  and,  for  the  enormous  wrong 
party  could  not  see  the  value  and  that  he  had  done  us,  Earl  de  Grey 
duty  of  compromise  so  plainly  as  was  made  Marquis  of  Ripon !  This 
we  did,  and  would  have  risked  the  perversion  of  honour  we  had,  per- 
continuance  of  ill-will  rather  than  haps,  best  say  little  about,  for  Mr. 
make  a  concilatory  move,  it  might  Gladstone  is  very  wilful,  and  may 
be  quite  right  for  us  to  make  some  act  in  the  spirit  of  M.  Jourdain, 
concession  beyond  what  strict  jus-  who,  when  Madame  J.  remonstrated 
tice  demanded ;  but,  in  saying  this,  with  him  on  the  impropriety  of 
we  do  not  mean  that  we  were  to  marrying  their  daughter  to  a  mar- 
lose  sight  of  our  own  dignity  and  quis,  said  that  if  he  were  irritated 
honour  altogether.  A  man  who  about  it  he  would  make  her 
makes  an  overture  for  the  sake  of  duchess ;  I  and  we  might  thus  wi 
peace  without  loss  of  self-respect,  ness  the  further  scandal  of  th 
may  increase  his  honour  and  his  Most  Obtuse  Marquis  transformed 
reputation  by  so  doing ;  but  he  who  into  his  Dulness  the  Duke. 
licks  the  feet  of  his  adversary  in  As  soon  as  the  Treaty  came  before 
utter  self-abasement  is  likely  to  get  Parliament,  it  was  seen  to  be  a  loose 
kicked  for  his  pains.  indefinite  document,  which  placed 
But  it  was  not  only  by  the  means  no  limit  at  all  to  the  demands  which 
employed  to  bring  about  the  second  might  be  made  against  us.  Our 
Treaty  that  John  Bull  was  aggrieved ;  Ministers,  however,  unhesitatingly 
the  whole  care  of  the  Commission  assured  us  that  no  indirect  claim 
seems  to  have  been  to  appease  and  could  or  would  be  brought  forward 
propitiate  the  United  States.  HU  under  cover  of  it,  and  Parliament 
interest  became  an  entirely  second-  was  obliged  to  be  content.  It  was 
ary  matter ;  and  so  disloyally  or  so  not  long  after  this  before  the  u  Case" 
carelessly  t  did  the  Commissioners  appeared,  and  then  we  learned  the 
allow  the  terms  to  be  worded,  that  worthlessness  of  the  assurance  given 
by  them  he  was  rendered  liable  to  by  Ministers,  and  that  the  worst 
meet  claims  of  greater  amount  than  fears  of  those  who  had  criticised  the 
any  indemnity  ever  paid  by  a  con-  Treaty  had  been  verified.  It  is  un- 
quered  nation.  Well,  after  a  sea  necessary  to  repeat  the  items  of  these 
of  slobbering,  and  after  John  Bull  unparalleled  Claims,  because  they 
had  been  committed  to  the  risk  of  are  but  too  deeply  imprinted  on  the 
having  to  pay  the  above  stupendous  minds  of  us  all.     And  yet,  astound- 


*  King  Henry  IV. 

t  Vide  debates  on  opening  Parliament  1872.  The  Commissioners  were  accused 
in  the  House  of  Commons  of  crcusa  negliyentiay  and  their  conduct  spoken  of  as 
44  infamous.1' 

%  44  Ne  me  rcpliquez  pas  davantagc  ;  ma  fille  sera  marquise  en  depit  de  tout  le 
monde  ;  et,  si  vous  me  mettcz  en  colere,  je  la  feral  duchesse." — 4Le  Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme,'  scene  xiii.,  act  3. 
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ing  as  the  Claims  were,  no  protest  or  to  be  an  intimation  that  the  Claims 

answer  of  any  kind  was  despatched  would  be  persisted  in,  and  an  invita- 

for  six  weeks.     With  what  object  tion  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 

our  Government  thus  procrastinat-  they  were  objected  to.  As  Parliament 

cd  is  not  yet  known,  but  we  hope  showed  some  disposition  to  discuss 

it  will  be  ere  long  fully  disclosed,  this  document,  Ministers  were  as  ra- 

The    first    pretence    was    that  the  pid  now  as  they  had  before  been  dila- 

printing  of  the  document  had  taken  tory ;  and  an  explanatory  communi- 

so  much  time  that  it  could  not  be  cation — a  very  long  paper,  as  Lord 

in     the    hands    of    Ministers    soon  Granville  assures  us — was  prepared 

enough  to  admit  of  a   reply  being  and  despatched  in  seven  days,  prov- 

determincd  on  till  just  before  the  ing  that,  when    the   object  was  to 

meeting  of  Parliament ;  but  the  ab-  elude  the  action  of  Parliament,  law 

surdity  of  so  much  time  being  re-  officers  and  Cabinet  Ministers  could 

quired  for  printing  was  so  apparent  get    over    the    ground   wonderfully 

that  that  silly  excuse  was  dropped,  fast.     With  all  their  speed,  however, 

It   is  now  pretended   that  the  six  there  was  reason  to  expect  that  the 

weeks  were  necessarily  expended  in  day  by  which  we  were  bound  to 

submitting  the  Case  to  Sir  Koundcll  lodge  our  Counter-case  would  arrive 

Palmer    and    the    law    officers    of  before  we  should  receive  the  rejoin- 

the  Crown,  and  in  obtaining  their  der   of  the   United  States.      If  wo 

opinions  thereon ;  and  Sir  Koundell  should  lodge  the  Counter-case,  and 

Palmer  has  been  brought  forward,  the  claims  for  consequential  damages 

as  he  was    in    the   u  Collier   scan-  should  not  bo  withdrawn,  there  was 

dal "  matter,  to  make  a  defence  of  danger  that   the  arbitrators,  being 

the  Government;  and  he  has  made  "  seized  "  of  the  whole  matter,  might 

as  bad  a  defence  in  this  instance  as  proceed   to   an    award  on    possibly 

he  did  in  that,   pointing  out  that  it  both  indirect  and  direct  claims ;  if 

was  thought  better  not  to  hurry,  and  we  should  lodge  no  Counter-case  by 

that  this  accident  and  that  accident  the  appointed  day,  the  requirements 

had  intervened  to  cause  delay.     Now  of  the  Treaty  would  not  be  complied 

it  happens  to  be   well   known  that  with,    and  it   must  be   held   either 

when  the  outrage  was  committed  of  that  England  had  withdrawn  from 

stopping  the  British   mail  -  steamer  the  arbitration,  or  that  she  did  not 

Trent   upon   the  high  seas,  and  of  defend  herself  in  the  case.     What 

seizing  some  of  her  passengers,  three  our    Ministers    did    was    to    lodge 

or  four  days  sufficed  for  drawing  up  a  Counter-case,   accompanied  by  a 

a  case,  submitting  it  to  the  law  offi-  separate  note,   by  which  all  rights 

cers,  obtaining  their  opinions,   and  appertaining  to  her  Majesty  on  this 

deciding  upon   a  course  of  action,  arbitration    were    reserved.       The 

But  Lord  Palmerston  was  Premier  American   Government,  which  was 

in  those  days,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  is  referred  to,  thought  we  might  with- 

so  in  these  days ;  so  in  the  more  re-  out   in    any    way   prejudicing    our 

cent  case  six  weeks  of  precious  time  case  so  proceed;  but*  it  remains  to 

were  lost.      Three  days  before  the  be    seen,   in    case    grave    decisions 

meeting  of  Parliament,  a  document  should  turn  upon  this  act  of  lodging 

known  as  the   "friendly  communi-  the  Counter-case,  how  the  arbitra- 

cation,"  the   terms   of  which   have  tors  will   regard  our  position  after 

only  very  recently  been  published  that    action.        May    had    arrived 

and   communicated    to    Parliament,  before  an   answer  was  received  to 

was  despatched  to  America,  and  we  Lord  Granville's  long    explanatory 

waited  many  weeks  for  the  answer,  despatch ;  and  the  answer  when  it 

which,  when  it  arrived,  was  found  did  come,  was  unsatisfactory :   the 
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American    Government    refused    to  postponed  more  than  once,  and  which 
yield  that  without  the  concession  of  they    themselves    chose    to    regard 
which    it   was    impossible    that  we  as  a  vote  of  censure.     They  were 
could   consent   to   the  further   pro-  not  going  to  incur  censure,  however, 
gress    of    arbitration.     This,    be    it  if  they  could  save    themselves  by 
remarked,   was   the   second    refusal  any  importunity,   by  any   hum  ilia  - 
of    America    to     recede    from    the  tion,    by    clutching    at    any    straw 
position  which  she  had  taken  up  in  which   only  looked  like  a   support 
reference    to    the    indirect    claims.  True,  the  mail-bags  could  not  avail 
But     the     terror    of    the     English  them,  but  then  there  was  the  elec- 
Uovemment    now    was    having    to  trie  telegraph,  not  the  very  clearest 
answer  for   their    own   mismanage-  or  safest  medium  of  communication, 
ment  when  the  Treaty  should  fail,  where  the  subject-matter  was  intri- 
as  it  seemed  likely  to  do;   and  to  cate  and  delicate  in   character,  and 
undo  as  far  as  possible  the  effect  where  want  of  clearness  had  already 
of  their  blunders  was  of  so  much  perplexed  matters  so  cruelly.     The 
importance   to   them,  that  not   two  telegraph  was  the  only  hope  of  the 
nor  twenty  refusals,  no  thought  of  well-nigh   beaten   gamesters,   and  it 
dignity  or  decency,  could  be  likely  procured   for   them,  at   the  least,  a 
to  make  them  desist  from  wild,  gasp-  few   days  more  of   Ministerial   life, 
ing,  desperate  efforts  to  induce  Ame-  At  the   same  time  when   they  con- 
rica  yet  to  take  pity  on  them,  and  to  fessed   the   unsatisfactory  character 
make  a  concession  sufficient  to   en-  of  the   written   despatch,    they   an- 
ablo  them  to  proceed  with'  the  arbi-  nounced  the   dawn   of  a  new  hope 
tration  without  incurring  the  wrath  flashed  to  them  by  the  wire,  and  on 
of    their  country.     Again  we   point  this   representation    obtained    a  re- 
out  that  America,  the  country  claim-  spite  of  a  week,  at  the  end  of  which 
ing  compensation  for  alleged  injury,  time   they  undertook  to   make   the 
was  perfectly  cool  and  patient  about  British  Parliament  in   some  degree 
this   matter.     England    it  was,    the  cognisant  of  the  manner   in  which 
country   from   which  damages   was  they  had  been  dealing  with  the  in- 
expected,    that  was    so   anxious  to  terests  of  the  British  Empire.     A  ter- 
have  the  Claims  against  her  brought  rible  week  it  must  have  been.    The  al- 
to a  hearing — or  rather  it  was  the  temative  gleams  of  hope,  and  heart- 
English    Ministers,    terrified  at   the  sicknesses  from  hope  destroyed,  must 
possible     consequences     to     them-  in  themselves  have  been  an  agonis- 
selves    of     their     own      imbecility,  ing    experience.     A   stand-point    al- 
whose   danger    stern    America   was  most  gained  one  day  ;   relapse  into 
implored  to  avert.     And  their  danger  the    depths   of   despair    the    next ; 
was   pressing ;    for    Parliament,    on  another   venture   for    life — a    grasp 
hearing  officially  of  this  second  re-  of  a   treacherous   rope  which  parts 
fusal,  was  likely  to  take  such  action  and  shows    ruin    to   be   imminent ; 
as  would  effectually  stop  all  further  a   faint  promise    again — a    promise 
empirical  practice :  it  would  occupy  that    deceives,    and     so    the    week 
a  longer  time  than  they  could   pos-    wears  away,   showing,  when  half  of 
sibly   obtain    from    the   country   to    it  has  passed,  not  a  spark  or  chance 
correspond  fhrther  in  the  usual  man-    of  safety.*    But  the  struggle  is  for 
ner :  and  Earl  Russell  held  over  them    life.      Start   something    new  ;    offer 
in  terrorem  a  motion  for  an  Addres  anything  y1>u   dare   to  fend   off"  an 
to  the  Crown,  which  he  had  already    absolute  point-blank   refusal ;   keep 


*  A  tfravo  and  dignified  manner  of  discussing  and  coming  to  an  agreement  on  a 
question  of  immense  national  importance ! ! 
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tho  fluid  moving,  the  wires  will  tions)  has  turned  the  matter  over  to 
take  no  harm  ; — ye  gods !  is  there  the  Senate  without  committing  bim- 
no  escape  ?  Sunday  morning,  and  self  to  any  opinion  regarding  it 
no  acceptance.  To-morrow  we  must  He  is  at  liberty  hereafter  to  take 
make  our  confession ;  and  if  they  any  course  concerning  it  The 
answer  us  not  to-day,  keeping  hope  Senate  may  for  many  reasons  not 
alive,  we  perish.  And  now  hour  favour  its  adoption  and  may  not 
after  hour  is  gathered  into  the  ultimately  adopt  it;  but  whatever 
past,  and  still  no  comfort.  Nay,  their  decision  may  be,  it  is  not-  un- 
til ey  will,  they  must,  send  a  likely  that  they  will  address  them- 
respite  ;  we  won't  perish ;  a  few  selves  with  great  deliberation  to  the 
minutes  will  suffice  for  a  message,  discussion,  without  regard  for,  or 
and  hope  is  not  extinct,  though  it  perhaps  enjoying,  the  palpitations 
has  sunk  very  low.  There,  wasn't  of  the  culprits  who  tremble  on  this 
that  a  messenger  ?  No ;  but  there  side  the  Atlantic.  Even  if  the 
must  be  one  on  his  way.  Why  Senate  passes  the  Article,  we  shall 
does  he  loiter?  Don't  hint  that  not  necessarily  (as  we  learn  from 
there  will  be  no  message.  We'll  the  4 Times'  of  17th  May)  obtain 
not  believe  such  thing,  whoever  says  all  that  we  have  been  so  long 
so.  Heavens,  this  is  torture!  Sister  contending  for — namely,  the  with- 
Annc,  sister  Anne,  do  you  see  any  drawal,  without  which  the  nation 
messenger  coming?  What — none!  has  determined  not  to  go  before 
look  again.  There  strikes  another  the  arbitrators.  The  President  will 
hour.  A  postman  !  how  you  have  by  it  be  barred  from  making  in- 
made  our  hearts  flutter !  Why  direct  claims,  but  he  will  not  be 
didn't  you  make  sure  that  it  wasn  t  bound  to  withdraw  the  indirect 
a  telegraph  messenger  before  you  claims  which  he  has  already  made, 
spoke?  This  cannot  last  much  and  of  which  the  arbitrators  are 
longer, — only  a  mere  span  of  time  seized.  So  that  an  address  from 
now.  Oh,  look  out  with  all  your  both  Houses  may  be  required  not- 
cyes,  sister  Anne,  sister  Anne !  withstanding  the  Senate's  accept- 
Well,  the  deliverance — the  respite  ance  of  the  Supplementary  Article, 
rather — came  in  true  melodramatic  and  we  may  have  to  withdraw  from 
fashion  just  as  the  last  flicker  of  tho  Treaty  whatever  the  action  of 
hope  was  dying.  On  Sunday  the  Senate  may  be.  One  might 
arrived  a  message,  saying  that  a  reasonably  have  expected  that  an 
proposal,  invented  in  America,  but  amendment  intended  to  correct  for- 
which  England  had  been  desired  to  mer  negligence  would  not  itself  have 
put  forward — a  proposal  which,  if  lain  open  to  the  charge  of  negligence 
accepted,  would  cure  the  blunders  — would  not  have  been  conceived 
of  the  Treaty,  would  be  submitted  in  nervous  haste,  and  would  have 
for  consideration  of  the  Senate,  been  communicated  with  a  little 
Hurrah  !  hurrah !  The  Senate  will  more  form  and  precision  than  by  a 
take  at  least  a  week  to  decide,  and  telegraphic  message,  lest  the  remedy 
thus  we  secure  another  week's  life,  should  prove  worse  than  the  disease  I 
and  while  there's  life  there's  hope.  Ministers  have  taken  the  trouble 
It  is  greatly  to  be  wished  that  tho  to  inform  us  that  if  they  succeed — 
Senate's  decision  may  be  favourable  succeed,  that  is,  in  getting  the  ap- 
to  the  Supplemental  Treaty ;  but  it  proval  of  the  Senate  to  their  Supple- 
would  seem  that  we  must  not  feel  mental  Article — they  will  take  no 
secure  of  any  such  result  The  credit  for  tho  success.  Surely  this 
President  (perhaps  to  rid  himself  of  is  an  excess  of  modesty.  Before  we 
our  Cabinet's   importunate   solicita-  talk  of  giving  or  taking  credit  we 
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should  be  quite  sure  that  credit  at-    them  here.     An  intelligent  opinion, 
taches  anywhere  to  the  transaction,    whether  in  America  or  in  England, 
If  you  were  to  swing  another  man    would  surely  regard  this  Treaty  in 
over  an  abyss,  hold  him  for  a  time    the  same    light      It  is   to  benefit 
suspended  there,  and  finally,  after    America  more  than  it  is  to  benefit 
desperate    effort,   get  him   back  to    England ;    what    marvel    then,    if 
terra  Jirma,  would  he  be  more  in-    America  wishes  well  to  it  ?      No- 
clined   to  give  you    credit  for  the    body  ever  supposed  that  she  was 
deliverance,  or  to  call  you  to  account    slow  to  perceive  what  would  benefit 
for  having  placed  him  in  jeopardy  ?    herself.     Lord  Granville    pays  but 
The  mention  of  credit  was  a  mere    a  sorry  compliment  to  the  country 
oratorical    device    to    turn  •  men's    which  he  is  so  anxious  to  propitiate 
thoughts    from   the    excess  of  dis-    when  he  insinuates  that  it  is  not  a 
credit,  which  is  really  due  to  the    higher  standard  of  feeling  in  Ame- 
mismanagemcnt  of  the  whole  busi-    rica,  but  the  soft-sawdering  and  ob- 
ness.     Credit !  why,  the  mere  men-    sequiousness  of  himself  and  his  coi- 
tion of  it  is  unparalleled  audacity,    leagues  which  has  caused  our  objec- 
Is  Lord  Granville  so  fond  as  to  ima-    tions  to  the  American  case  to  be  so 
gine  that  the  whole  of  this  agglom-    patiently  received  and  so  impartially 
eration  of  blunders  and  weaknesses    considered.      But    supposing    Lord 
will  not  be  jealously  sifted  ?    Does    Granville  to  be  right,  and    that  a 
he  imagine  that,  even  if  at  the  last    reasonable    view  of    our  objections 
we  should  be  rescued,   "  so  as  by    was  procured  by  much  flattery  and 
fire,"  we  will  forget  the  peril  into    defence,  by  inserting  in  the  Treaty 
which  we  have  been  led,   and   the   whatever  the  other  side  desired,  by 
manner  in  which  our  honour  has    suppressing  the  claims  which  we  had 
been  disregarded  ?      He  cannot  be-   a  right  to  make,  and  by  leaving  an 
licve  anything  of  the  sort     Rather   opening  for  America  to  demand  con- 
he  acts,  like  King  A  gag,  the  part  of   sequential    damages — is    this    any- 
"  coming  delicately,"  and  makes  be-    thing  for  a  British  statesman  to  brag 
lieve  that  he  thinks  the  bitterness    of  ?   Is  the  propitiation  of  the  United 
of  death  is  past,   while  he  knows   States  the  sole  object  for  which  wo 
that,  a  righteous  sentence  has  gone   exist,  and  are  we  to  put  our  own 
forth  against  him  and  his  colleagues,    honour  and  advantage  wholly  aside  ? 
There  will  be  a  day  of  reckoning,        The  fact  that  America  has  dealt 
never  fear.  with  this  question  in  a  spirit  very 

Lord  Granville  has  said  that  the   different  from  that  which  has  for- 
spirit  of  patience  and  fairness  with    merly  distinguished  her  in  contro- 
which  the  American  people  has  re-    versies  with  Great  Britain,  wo  glad- 
garded  the  whole  question  of  these   ly  recognise.     From  the  time  when 
indirect  claims  is  "the  first-fruit  of    this  better  feeling  was  first  apparent, 
the  Treaty  of  Washington."     How  it    we  have  hailed  it  as  of  more  im- 
can  be  so  we  are  at  a  loss  to  under-    portance  than  the  stupid  Treaty  or 
stand.     We  suppose  that  this  opin-    any  disputed  question.      It  is  de- 
ion  of   the  substantial  classes,  this    stined  to  have  its  effect  not  only 
awakening  of  a  national  opinion  as    upon  the  two  nations  but  upon  tho 
distinct  from  the  cries  of  the  rowdies    world  at  large, 
and  stump-orators,  is  the  product  of       Being    about    to    lay    down    the 
time  and   cultivation,  not  a  result    pen,  we  learn  that  Mr.    G.  Hardy, 
which  can  possibly  have  been  sud-    in  addressing  the  Conservatives  of 
denly  brought  about  by  any  solitary    Canterbury,  has  expressed  a  hope 
act.     America  has  begun  to  enter-    that,  when  the  change  of  Govern- 
tain  public  questions  as  we  entertain    ment  takes  place,  moderate  liberals 
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may  be  found  willing  to  support  a  support  him.  The  constituencies 
Conservative  Ministry.  Wo  trust  must  see  and  feel  by  this  time  that 
that  this  hope  may  be  well  founded,  he  has  unsettled  everything  and 
Moderate  Liberals  must  perceive  by  settled  nothing.  When  it  is  simply 
this  time  that  to  maintain  Mr.  Glad-  pulling  down  that  he  is  engaged  in 
stone  in  office  is  not  the  way  to  for-  his  energy  knows  no  bounds,  and 
ward  Liberal  or  any  other  measures ;  nothing  is  allowed  to  stand  between 
it  is  the  way  to  insure  a  dead -lock,  him  and  the  gratification  of  his 
If  the  business  of  the  country  is  to  will ;  witness  the  zeal  with  which 
be  proceeded  with  at  all,  a  Ministry  he  destroyed  the  Irish  branch  of 
capable  of  creditably  managing  our  the  Church  of  England  and  dis- 
foreign  affairs,  and  of  controlling  jointed*  the  Army.  But  once  he 
their  own  party,  must  be  in  office,  has  razed  and  shattered,  there  is  an 
The  sections  into  which  the  Glad-  end  of  his  endeavour,  and  an  end 
stone  Government  has  split  up  the  to  anything  like  action  for  a  distinct 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House  of  purpose.  Bewildered  in  the  ruin 
Commons  will  neutralise  each  other,  that  he  has  made,  he  knows  not 
unless  some  of  them  attach  them-  how  to  make  a  step  towards  renewal 
selves  to  a  great  party.  There  is,  or  repair.  If  wo  were  to  bo  deliver- 
properly  speaking,  no  Liberal  party  ed  from  him  now,  it  would  take  ten 
at  present,  and  it  would  therefore  years  of  reconstructive  government  to 
appear  to  be  the  duty  of  those  who  heal  the  breaches  that  he  has  made, 
do  not  very  greatly  differ  from  us  in  to  re-establish  what  he  has  unsettled, 
opinion  to  give  the  Conservative  and  to  remodel  what  he  has  disin- 
party  their  support.  Mr.  Hardy's  tegrated.  He  cannot  claim  the  elec- 
speech  reads  as  if  ho  foresees  a  not  tors1  confidence  by  reason  of  reduced 
very  distant  accession  of  a  new  Gov-  expenditure,  for  the  estimates  are 
eminent  to  power.  lie  is  evidently  again  as  high  as  ever  they  were,  and 
taking  measure  of  the  party's  pos-  they  are  likely  to  bo  higher ;  neither 
siblc  strength.  Whether  the  Con-  can  he  ask  it  on  account  of  able 
servatives  are  to  govern,  or  whether  management  of  the  Army  or  Navy ; 
it  may  be  their  duty  to  u  work  and  still  less  has  ho  to  gain  from 
wait"  a  little  longer,  we  have  every  his  foreign  policy,  by  which  wo 
reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  have  been  so  humiliated.  To  dis- 
the  check  which  destructive  policy  solve  would  therefore  bo  to  him  a 
has  received,  and  on  the  command-  useless  and  a  damaging  act:  and 
ing  position  which  the  Opposition,  although  this  consideration  brings 
of  which  Mr.  Hardy  is  a  worthy  and  no  security  against  his  dissolving, 
powerful  leader,  occupies.  We  may  yet,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  that 
be  told,  however,  that  though  this  he  intends  to  go  to  the  country,  wo 
is  very  fine  reasoning,  we  are  leaving  assume  that  he  will  act  reasonably. 
completely  out  of  sight  the  Cabinet's  The  Opposition  seeks  not  to  displace 
power  of  referring  the  whole  case  to  him  for  the  present ;  and  the  pro- 
thc  constituencies.  To  which  we  re-  bability  therefore  is,  that  ho  may 
ply,  that  it  would  be  absurd  for  the  continue  for  some  months  longer  a 
Prime  Minister  to  appeal  to  the  peo-  Minister  on  sufferance,  powerless  to 
pie  again.  They  would  ask  him  to  carry  a  measure  or  to  resist  attack. 
account  for  the  majority  which  they  Every  week  brings  out  more  strongly 
gave  him  at  the  end  of  180S,  and  the  correctness  of  our  long-standing 
what  answer  could  he  make  ?  Even  opinion  that  he  is  a  failure.  Every 
if  he  were  not  guilty  of  the  loss  of  week  the  consciousness  that  he 
this  majority,  we  know  not  on  what  has  been  a  great  mistake  becomes 
plea  he  could  call  on  the  country  to  more  and  more  disseminated  among 
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the   dim   of    the  people.     The   re-  William   and  a  people's  scorn,  who 

maining  two  months  of  the  session  has  iD  his  time  done  more  set  talk. 

may  suffice   to   convince   every  one  ing  than  any  hundred  other  persons 

of    hia    inability ;  and    when    once  that  eould  be  named,  and  who  has 

that     conviction     shall      be     estab-  exhibited  a  degree   of  incapacity  in 

lished,    the   few   that   he    can   ever  deeds  such  as  nature  does  not  accord 

■gun     have     power     to     harm     us  to     three    men     in     a    millennium. 

may  be  dismissed.     He   has  broken  Some  learned  retreat  would  be  pre- 

down  too  notoriously  and  too  gener-  ferable,    whence    he    might    launch 

ally  for  him  ever  1o  be  again  toler-  chapters  of   autobiography   and   sa- 

ated  as  a  Minister.      \\  c  have  beard  tires    upon    a    world     that    is    not 

it  whispered  that  this  distinguished  worthy   of    him ;    and   who    knows 

statesman     intends    voluntarily     to  but  that  in  this    Hue  he  might  find 

withdraw  his  semens  from  u  people  the  success  for  which  he  lias  angled 

who    have    shown    themselves    un-  all   his  life,  and   for  which   he   has 

worthy  of  such  a  blessing.     If  so,     sacriihed isistcnev  in  vain  ? 

as  we  have  frequently   pointed  out  Thus  we   have   to   note  only    the 

the  advantage  to  him  and  to  us  of  downward  course  and  utter  collapse 

euch  a  step,  of  course  we  can  only  of  an  aspirant  who  was 
approve    the    resolution,     regretting 

that  he  did  not  take  our  advice  "*t,J5|i*W»  »nd  f"80  oT  •*  ■** 
sooner.  But  if  he  should  fortun- 
ately abandon  the  field  of  politics,  who  was  to  be  himself  dcliciit  hu- 
what  other  field  will  he  embellish  m-nii  generi,  ami'his  rule  a  return 
by  his  presence f  Old  Mr.  W oiler  to  the  Saturnian  ago!  Alas  for 
suggests  that  those  philanthropists  high  pretensions  I  alas  for  the  Art 
whom  acoldandinajipi'i.T-iiiTive  world  of  Ruling  made  easy!  our  regen- 
has  driven  into  retirement  haven  lean-  orator  is' quite,  quite  down,  and 
ing  towards  turnpikes,  where,  as  ho  the  sorrowing  world  must  bo  shunt- 
philosophically  explains  the  pro-  ed  back  into  its  well-worn  grooves, 
clivity,  "They  revenges  theirselves  and  get  on  as  it  best  may  in  the  old 
upon  mankind  by  taking  of  tolls."  work-a-day  fashion.  Heaven  send 
But  surely  a  higher  vengeance  than  that  this  breakdown  of  the  inttger 
this  remains  open  to  a  great  mind  titm  urtleritoue  jivnif,  begot  not  in 
that  has  been  a  Church's  champion  the  community  a  liking  for  undis- 
and  a  Church's  destroyer— a  people's  guised  rascals  1 


P.S. — Wo  go  to  pies.--  while  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the 
Supplemental  Treaty  is  still  unknown,  and  while  the  opinion  gains  force 
among  the  public  timt  the  Supplemental  Treaty,  if  it  should  be  ratified, 
will  not  secure  for  us  the  withdrawal  of  the  indirect  claims.  In  this 
state  of  things  Parliament  is  our  only  hope;  Parliament  may  yet  step  in 
and  save  us.  Without  the  interference  of  Parliament  it  seems  certain 
that  we  shall  drift— rather  we  shall  be  lured  by  our  Government— into 
the  presence  of  the  arbitrators  with  the  whole  American  "  Case  "  still  to 
be  replied  to.     But  Parliament  v'dl  not  fail  us. 
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